‘.\v. ._f_:_“ '..‘ T, 1 c\i‘,'Vf ‘
T Ayt AN \‘ 33{
Tk T T SEPU

.. Assembly Proceedings
'~ » Official Report’
Bengal Legislative Assembly
Fifth Session, 1939 .

17th, 18th, 19th, 20th and 21st April, 1939

——— t Printing
Beagst? Govcnmnt Pn-. Alipore, Bcu-l
’ 19% ’




Published by the Superintendent, Government Printing
Bengal Gbyex.‘nmc;nt Press, élipom Bengal

Agents in firdia:

Mesars. 8. K. Lahin & Co.. Ltd., Printers and Booksellers, College Street,
Caloutta.

Mosars. Thacker, Spink & 8Co., Calcutta.
Customers In the United «Cingdom and the Continent of Europe

may obtain publications either direct from {he High~ Commissioner's offics
' or threugh any bookseller.



GOVERNMENT OF BENCAL.

GOVERNOR OF BENGAL.

L] .
.e o .. [
His Excellency Sir Rosert Nen Rup, #.¢.5.1., K.C.LE., LC.8.
Kd

U
.MEMBERS OF THE COJ_INCIL OF MINISTERS.

(I) The Hon’6te Mr. Abvr Rasenw' Fazita Huq, in charge of the
Education Department.

(2) The Hon'ble Mr. NaviNt RANIAN SsRKER, *in charge of the
+w Finance Department. LI

(3) The Hon’ble Khwaja .Si.r NAZIMUDDIN, K.@LE., in charge of
%the Horle Department.

) (%) The Hon'ble Sir Buioy Prasap Siner Roy, in charge of the
Revenue Departmeat.

(5) The Hon’ble Nawah Khwaja Hapmoican Bahadur, of Daces,
in charge pf the Departments of local Self-Government and
Industries.

(6) The Hon’ble Maharaja Sris CHANDRA NawpY, of Cossimbasar,
in charge of the Department of Communications and Works,

(7) The Hon’ble.Mr. Husevan SHAHEED SUBRAWARDY, in charge of
Commerce and Labour and Rural Reconstruction Depart-
ments.

(8) The Hon’ble Nawah Musuarrur Hossaiy, Khan Bahadur,
* * _ in charge of the Judicial and T.egislative Departmenta.
-
-~®) The Hon’ble Mr. Prasanvna Des Raixvr, in chafge of the
Forests and Excise Departments.

(10) The Hm.l’ble Mr. Mukuxpa Benary MuLLICK, in charge of the
Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtednes) lgepsrtmenta.

an gho Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuppis Enax, in charge of Public
_Health, Medical, Agriculture and Veterinary Departments.



GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL.

FRINCIPAL OFFIXCERS &F THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE
ASSEMBLY.

SPrAKER.

’
The Hon’ble Khad Bahadur M. Azizvr Haquw, 0.1.R.°

Drory SPEA.K!!.. .

M. Asmnraravi, Fsq., Barristef-at-Law,

SECEETARY .

® B
K. AL Arzayr, Esq., Barrister-at-Law.

FIRST ASSISTANT SECRETARY.

Rai N. N. Sex Gupra Bahadur,

SEcOND ASSISTANT SECRETARY.

Khan Sahib Quazi Morammap Saprun Ora.

RecisTraR,

K. C. Gaosn, Eeg



BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS,
A

Abdul Aziz, Maulana Md. [Nara‘yangunf East (Muhammada‘n).]
Abdul Bari, Maulvi. [Bethamp8re (Muhamntidan).]

Abdul Hafiz, Mr. Mirza. [Tangail West (quh.ammadan).]
Abdul Hafiz Mia, Mr.* [Kyrigram South (Muhammedan).]
Abdul-Hakeem, Mr. YKhulna (Muhammadan).] L
Abdul Hakim, Maulvi. [Mymehsingh West (Muhx}’mmadan).]

Abdul Hukim VPikrampuri, ' Maulvi Md. [Munshiganj (Muham.
. madan).}

Abdul Hamid, Mr. A, M. [E’u}ma West (Muha:nmadan).]

Abdul Hamid Shah, Maulvi. [Kishoreganj North (Muhanynadtn).]
Abdul Jabbar, Maulvi. [Dinajpur Centfal East (Muhammadan).}
Abdul Jabbar Pulwax\ Mr. Md. [Jamalpur North (Muhammadan).]
Abdul Kader, Mr. [Patuakhali South (Muhammadan).]

Abdul Karim, Mr. [Jamalpur cum Muktagarha (Muhammadan).]
Abdul Latif Biswas, Maulvi. [Manikganj West (Muhammadan).]
Abdul Majid, Maulyi. [Mymensingh North (Muhammadan).]
Abdul Majid, Mr. Syed. [Noakhali South (Muhammadan).]
Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr. [Bakarganj West (Muhammadan).]
Abdul, Wahed, Maulvi. [Mymensingh Fost (Muhammadan).]
Abdulla-Al Mahmood, Mr. [Serajganj North (Muhammadan).]

Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur, Mr, A. F. M. [24-Parganas North-
East (Muhammadan).]

Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, Mr. (Muslim Chamhber of Commerce.)
Abdur Rauheed,. Maulvi Md. [Birbhum (Muhammadan).‘]
Abdur BRaschid Mahmood, Mr. [Serajganj North (Muhammadan).]
Abdur lfauf, Khan Sahib Maulvi 8. [Howrah (Muhammadan).]
Abdur Bpuf, M. Shah. [Rangpur South (Muhammadan).]
Ab(!.ur Razeak, Maul.vi. [Feni (Muhammadan).}

- [ ]



i - mn.&‘nm’xgu LIST OF MEMBEES. '

\ . : ' :
Abdus shaheed, [Maulvi Md, [Dacca North Central (Muhammadan),]

Abldur Reza Chowdbury, Khan Bahsdur Maulvi. [Cham‘pur West
(Mubammadan) ]

'Abu Ifouam Sarkar, Maulvi. [Galbanr{ha North (lblhammaaan) ]

Abul Fazl, Mr. Muhammad. [Madaripur West (Muhamm.:d)n) ]
Abul Hashim, Maulvi. «[Burdwan (Muhammadan)J
.. Abul Hosain Abhmed, Mr! [Netrokona North (Muhammadan).] *
Abul Quagqm, Maulvi. [Hooghly (Muhammadan).]

Acharyya Chmulhunv Maharaja Sashi Imnta,'of Muktagacha Mymen-
. smgh (Dacca Landholders.)

, Aftab Al), Mr. (Water Transport 'frade Tnion.)
Afab Hossain Joardar,¢*Maulvie [Ntdia Bast (Muhammad&n) ]

Ahmed Al Enavetpun Khan Bahadur Maulana. [Jhenidah (Muham-
madan).]

Ahmed Al Mridha, Maulv}. [Goalundo (Muhammadan).]
Ahmed Hosain, Mr. [daibandha Suut{l {Muhammadan).]
Abmed Khan, Mr, Byed. [Noakhali South (Muhamguadan).]

Alfazuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Midnapore (Muham-
madan). ]

Aminujlah, Khan Sahib Maulvi. [Noakhali Central (Muhammadan). }
3 ¢

Amir Ali, Md., Mia. [Rajshahi South (Muhammadan).]

Anderson, Mr. J. P. [Calcutta and Suburbs (E@“mpean).]

Anwarul Azim, Khan Bahadur, Md. [Chittagong South (Muham-
madan). |

Ashraf Ali, Mr. M. [Nator (Muhammadan).]

Asimuddin Ahmed, Mr. [Tippera Central (Muhammadan). ]
Aulad Hossain Khan, Maulvi. [Manikganj East (Muhammadan).]
Azrghar Ali, Maulvi. [Pabna East (Mubammadan).]

Azizul Haque, the Ion'ble Khan Bahadur M., c.1.. [Nadia West
(Mubhammadan). ]

.

Banerjee, Dr. Suresh Chandra. [Calcutta and Suburbs (Registered
Factories). ] )

Banerji, Mr. P. [24-Parganas North-West (General). }
Baterjee. Mr. Pramatha Nath. [Burdwan North-West (GenSral).]
Banerjee, Mr. Sibnath. , [Howrah Registered Factories).] | -



ALZHABETIGAL LIST OF ‘mmmq ix

Banerjl ‘Mr. Satya Priya. [RaJsha}u (General) ]

Ba'n; Ah M_r Mohammad. [Sera_]ganj (_‘entral (Muhan‘madan) ]
Barma, Babu Prembari. [Dinajpur (General). ]

Barma, Mr. Puspajit. .'[Ranggur (Gene;al).]

Barman, Babu- Shyama Prosad. [Dinajpur (General).]

Barman, Babu Upendra N&th. [Jalpaiguri cum Slhgun (General).]
Basus Mr. Jatindfa Nath. Calgutta North ((Qeneral). ]

Basu, Mr. Santosh Kumar. [Calcutta East (General).]

Bell-Hart, Miss P. B. (Apglo-Indian Constitueficy.)

Bhowmik. Dr. Gobinda Chandra. (Midnapore East (General).] ¢
Birkmyre, Sir ilenry, Bart. [Hooghly c#m Howrah (Europt:an).]
Biswas, Babu Lakshmi Nardyan. *[Nadia (Gen8ral).}

Biswas,sMr. Rasik Lal. [Jessore (General).] ’ .

Biswas, Mr. Surendra Nath. o [ Faridpur (Geperal).] *®

Blomenstock, Mr. L. M (Bengal Chamber of Gommerce)

Bose, Mr. Sarat Chandra. [ Calettia South (General). ]

Brasher, M. 1. C.° [Calcutta and Suburbs (European).]

Brown, Mr. A. 0. |Caleutta and Suburbs (Kuropean).]

c

Chakrabarty, Mr. Jaiindra Nath. [Rangpur (General).}

Chakrabarty, Babu Narendra Narayvan. [Bogra cum Pabna (General).]
Chattopadhyay, Mr. Haripada. [Nadia (General).]

Chippendale, Mr. 7,4V, (Anglo-Indian.)

Chaudhuri. Rai Harendra Nath. [24-Pargauas Municipal (General).]
Clark, Mr. I. A. [Burdwan Division (European).]

Das, Mr. Mahxm Chandra. [Chittagong ((ieneral).]

Das. Babu Rﬂdha Nath. *[Hoeoghly North-Weat ((wm-ra]) ]

Das, Mr, Anukul Chandra. [24-Parganas North-West (General). |
Das, Rai Sahib Kirit Bhusan. [Murshidabad (General).]

Das, MroMonomohan. [Mymensingh East (General).]

Dagg, Bal.m Debendrg Nath. [Birbhum (Gener.al).]



r LPHABHIICAL LIST OF MEMEFRS:

¢
Bas  Gupta, {Mr. Khagendra Nath. [Jalpaiguti .cum ¢ Siliguri
(Genesal}. ] ¢ o, .

. Das Gupta, Dr. J. M. [Calcutta Centrul (General).] )
Bas Guptd, Srijut Narendra Nath. [Bakarganj .South-'VVeot (Gen'eul).]
Datta, Mr. Dhirendra Nath. [Tippera (ﬁeneral)..] : :
Dolui, Mr. Harendra Nath. [Jhargram cum Ghatal (General?. ] .
Dutt, Mr. Sukutaar. [ﬁqoghly South-West (Generdl),] oy
Dutta Gupta, Miss Mira. [Calcutta General (Women).]
Dutta MaZumdar, Mr. Niharendu. (Barrackpore Registered Factories.)

- ¢

4
E

Edbar, Mr. Upendranath: [Bakarganj South-West (General).}
Emdadul Haque, Kazi.' [Eurigram North (Muhammadan).1

F

Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. M., {Jangipur (Mubammadan).]
Farhat Bano Khanam, Begum. [Dacca (Muhammadan) Women.]

Fazlul' Hujy, the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. [Patuakhali North (Mubam-
madan). ] °

Fazlul Qadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [lettagong North-West
(Muhammadan).)

Fagzlur Rahman, Mr. [Jamalpur East (Muhammadan).]
Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Dacea University.)
French, Mr. F, H. (Bengal Chamber of Commerge.)

G

Ghose, Mr. Atul Krishna. |Jessore (General).]

Giasuddin Ahmed, Mr. [Jamalpur West (Muhammadan). ]

Golam Sarwar Hosaini, Mr. Shah Syed. [Ramganj cum Raipur
(Muhammadan). ] .

Gomes, Mr. S' A. [Dacca Division (Indian Ohristian). ]

Goswami, Mr. Tulsi Chandra. [Burdwan Division North Municipal
(General).)

Griffiths, Mr. C. (Anglo-Indian.) ) .

Gupta, Mr. Jogesh Chandra. [Calcutta South Central (General).]'

L L}



'ALPHABETICAL'1IST OE MEMBERS. =

Gupta, Mr. J. N. [.Railway Trade Union ¢Labour).]
Gurung, Mr. Damber Singh. [Darjeoling (General).]

Gysstddin Ahihed Choudbury, Al-Hadj. (Madaripur Easte(Myham- .
madan).] . o

Habibullah, the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur K., of Dacos [Dacca
Municipal (Muham'madan).] .
Hafiruddin Chowdhury, Maulvi. j[Thakurgaon (Muhammadgn).P
Hamiduddin Ahmad, Khan Sn%\ib.. [Kishoreganj East (Muham-,
madan). ] * d . .
Hamilton, Mr. K. A. (Calcutta Trades Ass:oc’iation.)
Hasan Ali Chowdhur?. Mre Syed. [Tanggil Nortle (Muhsmmadan).]
Hasanuzzaman, Maul¥ Md. [Tippera South (Muhulﬂmaaan).]

Hashem Ali Khan, EKhan 38ahadur Maulvi, '[Bakarganj North
(Mahammadan). ]

Hasina Murshed, M.B.E., Mrs. [Calcutta (Muhammadan) Women.]

Hatemally Jamadar, Khan S.nhih Maulvi. [Pirojpur South (Mubam-
madan). ] ’

Hawkings, Mr. R. J. [European (Calcutta & Suburbs).]

Hendry, Mr. David.  (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.)

Hirtzel, M1. M. A. I? (Bengul Chamber of Commerce.)

Irdis Abmed Mia, Mr. [Malda South (Muhammadan).]
Ispahani, Mr. M. A. H. [Calcutta South (Muhammadan).]

Jalaluddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Cox’s Bazar (Muham-
madan).} . .

Jalaluddin Hashmey, Mr. Syed. [Satkhira (Muhammadan).]

Jalan, Mr. I. D. [General Constituency (Calcutta West).]

«Jasimuddin ABmed, Mr. [24-Parganas South (Muhammadan).]

Jo?.ab Al Majun;d::r, Maulvi. [Chandpur East (Muhammadan).?



e .
i A"JPHA.BETI(CAL LIST OF MEMBERS.

K

. Babigyddic Khan, Khan Bahadar Maulvi. | Netf'okona' Soyth (Mubam-
madan).] . .

Kazem Ali Mirza, Sahibzada Kawan Jah Syed. [Mursh'idabad South-
‘ West (Muhammadan). ] e

Kennedy, Mr. I G. (InQian Jute Mxhs Assocmtlon) <
Khaitan, Mr Debi Prosad. (Indian Chamber of Commerce.)
Khan, Mr Debendra 1all. [Midnapore Cent‘ral (General). ]

Kumar, Mr. Atul Chandra. [Malda (General).] .
. Kundu, Mr. Nishitha Nath.* [Dinajpur (General).]
M

MacGrego;, Mr. G. (G., [Indian Tea Ass(x-iat.io'n.]

Mafizuddin Ahmed, Dr. [Bogra Norfh (Mubammadan).}

Mafizuddin Ahmed, Maulvi. [Tippera North (Muh‘ammada‘n).]
Mafizuddin Choudhury, Maulvi. [Balurghat (Muhammadan).]
Maguire, Mr. I. T. (Anglo-Indian.)

Mahatr‘:b, Xaharajkumar Uda.y Chand. [Burdwan Central (Geﬁeral).]

Mahtabuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Dinajpur Central
West (Muhammadan).] /[

Maiti, Mr. Nikunja Behari. [Midnapore South-East (General).]
Maitra, Mr. Surendra Mohan. [North Bengal Municipal (General).}
Maji, Mr. Adwaita Kumar. [Burdwan Central (General).]
Majumdar, Mrs. Hemaprova. [Dacca (General) Women.]

Mal, Mr. Iswar Chandra. [Midnapore South-West (General).]
Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lal. |Mymensingh West (General).]
Mandal, Mr. Banku Behari. [Burdwan North-West (General).}
Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. [Faridpur (General).)]

Mandal, Mr. Jagat Chandra. [Tippera (General).]

Mandal, Mr. Jogendra Nath. [Bakargan] North-East (General).]
Mandal, Mr. Krishna Prasad. [Midnapore Central (General).]
Maniruddin Akhand, Maulvi. [Rajshahi North {Mubammadan).]

Maniruzzaman Islamabadi, Maulana Md. [Chittagong South Central
(Muhammadan). )

Mapbul Hosain, Mr. [Tippera North-East (\Iuhammadan J
Marindin. Mr. F. 1. [Chittagong Division (Eurgpean).]



ALPHABETICAL LIST OF UEMBERS. - i

. (]
Masud Ali Khan Panni, Maulvi. [Tangail South (} uhamgnadanM
Miles, Mr. c. W. (Indian Tea Associatior) ¢
Hxlhr Mr. C. [Calcutta and Suburbs (European).]

Mohammed* Ah Khan Bahadur. [Bokra West (Muhammadan)‘]
Mohsin Ali, Mr.” Md" [Mehe®pur (Muhammadan).]

Mgokerjee, Dr. Syamaprasad. (Calcutta Uni\;ersity.)

Morgan,*Mr. G4 e..e. [Preslency Divisign (Europan).]

Moslem Ali Mollah, Maulvi. [Rajshahi Central (Muhammadan).]
Morammel Hug, Maulvi Md. [Bhola North .(Muhnmmadan)]

Muhammad Afzal, Khahe Sahib Maulvi Syed. [Pirojpur North
(Muhammadan). ] ¢ .

Mubammad Ibrahim, Maylvi. ‘[Noak‘hah '\orth (Muhammaden).], *
Muhammad Ishaque, Maulw [Bogru South (Muhammadan).]
Muhammad lsrail, Maulvx [Kmhoregun; South (Muhammadan).]

Muhammad Slddlque. Khe® Bahadur 'Dr. %Syed. [.Bapkuxa (Mubham-
madan). ] .

Muhammad Solaiman, Khan Sabib Maulv.. { Bariackpore Municipal
(Mﬁhammaﬁan).]

Mukerji, Mr. Dhirendra Narayan. (Hooghly North-East.)

Mukherjee, Mr. B. [Colliery (Coal Mines) (l.abour).]

Mukherji, Dr. H. C. [Calcutta cum ?residem‘y Divisi®n ZIndian
Christian). ]

Mukherji, Dr. Shars§ Chandra. [Birbhum (General).]

Mullick, the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Bebari. {Khulba (General).]

Mullick, Mr. Pulin Behary. [Howrsh (General).)

Mullick, Srijut Ashutosh. [Bankura West ((jeneral).)

Musharrutf Hossaing the Hon’ble Nawab, Khan Bahadur. [Jalpai.
guri cum Darjeeling (Mubhammadan).]

Mustagawsal Haque, Mr. Syed. [Bagerhat (Muhammadan).]

Mustgfa Alr Dewan, Maulvi. [Brahmanbaria North (Mubam-
madan).]

Nandy, the Hon'ble Maharaja Sris Chandra, of Cossimbazar.
(Presidency Landholders.)
.Nasarullah, Nawabzada K. [Brahmanbaria South (Mubammadan).|
L]
. 1]



ziv . ALPHABEJI‘ICAL LIST OF MEMBERS.

‘
Nusker, Mr. Hf{m Chandra. [24-Parganas South-East (Qeneml).] °
Nausher Ali' Mr. Syed. [‘Jeseore Sadar (Muhammadan).] .

Nazimuddin, the Hon’ble Khwaje 8ir." x.c.i.E. [Calcutta North
¢+ (Mithammadan).) . . .
Nooruddin, Mr. K. [Hooghly cum H®wrah ‘Municipal " (Muham-
. madan).) .

Norton, Mr. H.eR. [C'alocutta Trades yAssociation. } :

P

Pain, Mr. Barada Prosanna. [H(Soghly cum Hograh Municipal
¢ (General).] ¢ . ‘

Patton, Mr. W. C. [Darjeeling (European).] .
Paul, Sir Hari Sankar. ('Bengnl Nationa] Chawmber of Commerce.)
Pramanik.*Mr. Tarinicharan. {Malda (General’.]

«

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. [Rajskahi Central (Mubammadan).]

Raikut, the [on’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb. [Jalpaiguri cum gﬂig‘,ﬁ
(General).] ¢

Rajibuddin Tarafdar, Maulvi. [Bogra East (Muhammadan).]
Ramizuddin Ahmed, Mr. [Tippera West (Muhammadan). ]

Ray Choudhury, Mr. Birendra Kishore. [Mymensingh East
(General).]

Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr. (Dacca South Central (Muhammadan).]
Roy, Mr. Patiram. [Khulna (General).]

Roy, the Hon'ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh. (Burdwan Lendholders.)
Roy, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar. (Rajshahi Landholders.)

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. [Mymensingh West (Ueneral).]

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. [Dacca Kast ((General).]

Roy, Mr. Kamalkrishna. [Bankura East (General).)

Roy, Mr. Ki‘ran Sankar. [Dacca West (General).] .

Roy, Mr. Kishori Pati. [Jhargram cum Ghatal (General).]

Roy, Rai Bahadur Kshirod Chandra. (Chittagong Landholders.)
Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath, [Howrah (General. ]

Rosg. Mr. J. B (Indian Mining Association.)



v
ALPHABETIOAL LIST OF ﬁEuBEEs, v
. A

Sadaruddin Ahmed, Mr. [Bakargenj South (Muhammadan).]
Safirnddin Ahméd, Haji. [Rangpur Nbrth (Muhammadan)?]

Salim, Mr’ S. A.’ [Narayang®nj North (Muhammadan).]

Sangullah, Dr. [Chxttagong North-East (Muhammadan)]

Sanygl, Dr. Nalizaksha. [PresMency vaxmqn Municipal (Genera])]
Sanyal, Mr. Sasanka Sekhar. [Murshidabad (General).}

Sarker, Babu Madhusudan. [Bogra cum Pabma (General).]®

Sarker, the Hon’ble Mr. ™alini Raujun. (Bengul National Cha.n}ber
of ‘Commerce.)

"
Sassoon, Mr. R. M. (Bengpl Chx‘mbor of (‘ommerce)
Sen, Babu Nagendra Nath. [Khuina (Geneml) ]

Sen, Rai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra.  [24#Purganas  South-East
(General). ] . i f. *

Serajul Islam, Mr. [Bongaon (Muhnmmadnn).]

Shahabuddm, Mr. Khwaja, CB'F [Narayanganj South (Muham-
madan). ]

Shahedali, Mr. [Matlabbazar (Muhammadan).]

Shamsuddin Ahmed. Mr. |[Kasthia (Muhammadan). ]

Shamsuddin Abmed Khandkar, Mr. [Gopalganj (Muhammldm;.]
Shamsul Huda, Maulana. [Mymensingh South (Muhammadan).]
Singha, Babu Kshetra' Nath. [Rangpur (General).]

Sinha, Srijut Manindra Bhusan. [Bankura West (General).]

Sirdar, Babu Litta Muuda. [Bengal Doours (Western) Tea (arden
Labour. ]

Smith, Mr. H. Brabant. |Rajshaki Division (European).)
Steven, Mr. J. W. R. [Dacca (European).}

Suhrawardy, the Hon'ble Mr. H. . [24.Parganas Municipal
*+  {Muhammadan).}

Sur, Mr. Harendra Kumar. [Noakhali ((Feneral).}

T

Tamizuddin Kh&n, the Hop’ble Mr. [Faridpur West (Muhammadan).]
Tapuriah, Rai Behadur Moongtu Lall. (Marwari Association.)
Phakur, Mr. Promatha Ranjan. [Faridpur (General).]

Totel Ahmed Choudhury, Maulvi Haji. [Bhola South (Muham-
.

madan).] °



-\
xvi oy AL{’HABETI()AL LIST OF MEMBERS.

w

Waliur Rehman, Maulvi. [Jessore East (Muhammadan)] .
Waiﬁer, Mr W. A. M. (Indian Jute Mllls Asspciation.)

Warren, Mr. P. F. S. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.)
" Wordsworth, Mr. W. <. (Bengal Chamber of (‘onrmerce) r

Y
; 1
Yusuf Ali Choudhury, Mr. [Faridpur Eb (Muvhemiadan).]
Yusuf Mirga. [24-Parganas Central (Muhammadap).]
¢ -

) 4

Zahur Aflmed Choudhary, Maulvi. [Malda North (Muhammada

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. [Hooghly cum Serampore (Reglstered Facto:
Labour.]



THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS®
(QfMoial Fuport of the Fifth Spesion.)

Valeme LI1V—No, 6.

Proceedingl of the pengai Legulative Assembly assembled
under the provisions of+the Govemment of India Act, 1935.°

THE A\skuun met oin the Assembly, Huune (ultutm on Munday,
the 17th April, 1939, a 445 p.m.

P'rmnt :

Mr. Speaker (the Hon'ble Khan Buhadur M. Azizvi Haque, c.1.g.)
in the Chair, 9 Hon'ble Ministgrs and 19 memberp.

Obituary Reference,

Mr. SPEAKER: Ladies and gentlemen, 1 am sure the whole of
Bengal is mourning to-day the great railway disaster and the shock is
reverberating through the hearthy and homes of Bengal. As you know,
early this morning there was a most serious collision betweeun the North
Bengal Express and she Dacca Mail. It has not only affected many
families but has also affected this House inasmuch as one of our esteemed
members, Mr. Birendra Nath Mazumdar, Chairman of the Dacca
Municipality, has lost his life as a result of the aceident.  Mr. Mazumdar
wab a man of genial and amiable disposition and, T am sure, his loss is
a great loss to us all and to this Assembly, to the Daccu public, as
also to the municipality of Dacca. On an occasion like this it is very
difficult to give full expression to our grief. Before I conclude, how-
ever, I must express the concern of the House about the grave injury
which has been received by Mr. Manoranjan Bannerjee, ansther of our
members. As soon as I got information, I took steps to send one of
my officers to the Medical College Hospital who personally saw
Mr. Banerjee and had a few words with him. The injuries age really
sarious bug I hopé and pray that he will recover. As a matter of fact,
I am assured that Mis condition is satisfactory for the time being and
unless any, complicatiens develop, will take a gbetter turn. We are
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L]
. really grievad to hear of if and pray to the Alm.ighty for his speedy
recovery and return in our midst. Op an occasion like this it is our
duty, to wpnvey our mournful message of sympathy to the bereaved
family of Mr. Birendra Nath Mazumdar, but I.be]ieve it is also the
unanimous wish of you all that we sh®uld express our sihcere con-
«dolence to all the families that may have syffered in this disaster. [
hope, ladies and gentlémen, vou willkindly rise jn"vour seats as®an
expression of sympathy. * * s

(A1l r.nomlwrs having risen in their seats).

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen.

The gccasion is really tragic and we should not proceed.with the
discussion of such a contréversial (aubject as the Calcutta Municipal
(Amendment) Bill to-day. I, therefore, propose to ¢djourn the House
now.

Adjournment..

The House was then adjourned till 4-45 p.u. on Tuesday, the 18th
April, 1939, at the Assembly House, Calcutta.
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P}ocee&inss of the Bengal Legisl;ti:'e Auembly' u-senblod .
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1835,

» . L] Py
THe AssEmpLy met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday,
the 18th April, W39, at £-40 p.m.
. - ’

Present:

M1, Speaber (the Hon Ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizv llum i, Cal.E.)
in the Chair, 10 Hou'ble Ministerd and 21¢ members,

STARRED QUESTIONS
(to \‘.hich Bral answers were given)

L]
Foes for X-Ray examination in Dacoa Mitford Hospital.

*331. Maulvi MD. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI: (a) Is the
Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Public Healih and Medical Depart-

ment apare— . .

() that the charge of X-Ray exsmination in the Dacca Mitford
Hospital 1s Rs. 16
(11) that 96 per cent. of the examination {ees is appropriated by the
X-Ray Examiner of the hospital; and

(11) that b per cent. only goes to the hospital fund?

(Y Will the Hon.hle Minister he pleased to stute—

(f) whether the X-Rlay Fxaminer ix a Governmeunt servani; and
(17) the reasuns for the appropriation by him of a portion of the
exanunation fees realised on account of examination in the
hospital ?

-

(¢) Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state whethér the (Gov-
ernment are considering the desirability of reducing the charge for
X-Ray examination ?

b .

MINISTER in charge’of the PUBLIC HEALTH and MEDICAL
DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) (i) The
rates of fees charged in the department of X-Ray and Electro-
therapeujics in *the Mitford Hospital and other State hoaspitals vary.
A statement showlng the ncules of fees in laid on the Library tabl®.
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(%) and (m) The Radlolgglst gets 95 per cent. of the fees ‘realised

.efrom private patients, b per cent. being credited to-Government for the

use . of machinery and consumption of current. Fees realised from
- hespita) patients are entirely oredited to Government. ’

(b) The Radiologist is a Bengal Medical Sefvice officer. He bas
the right of prlvate practice and in accordance with the terms of
appointment is entitled to the fees earned in pnvate cases after neces-
sary deduction made for the use of Gbvernment materials. <

(¢) Yes. Further revision of the charges is under the consideration
of Governinent. The Radiologist has been authorised to take reduced

fees ffom private patients, provided fees pa¥able to (}ovemment are
caledlated and credited at (he preeorcbed rates.

¢ Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Wil the Hon'ble Minister be
pleased to state whether the making of the X-Ray examination by the
Radiologist in the Mitford Hospmﬂ is (onmdered to be his private
practice? .

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIY KHAN: So far as hospital
petients are concerned, the Radiologist cannot chirge any fees for
himself. All the fees that are charged ure credited to the Government,
but if private patients are examined by him he gets 95 per cent. of the
fees. '

"Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister be
pleased 1o state why he makes a differentintion in the X-Ray examina-
tion between the persons admitted invo the Mitford (Medical School)
Hospital and the persons who come to that hospital for that purpose?

Mr. SPEAKER: | am afraid you yvourself have not been able to
make any differentiation between the two. You'want to know: why
should there be this difference hetween the two kinds of patients?

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: | do not think, Sis, that
any differentiation is actually made. The Radiologist has been
suthorised ‘to take reduced fees from private patients, in case he thinks
it necessary and proper.

Maulvi ASDUL LATIF BISWAS: Wil| the Hon'ble Minister be
pleased to state whether he has given discretion to the Radiologist to
say that this patient is a private patient and that patient a hospital
patient? '

‘
Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise.
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Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Mwsubmission is hig, Sir. In
his reply to questiohs (ii} and (iii) he says that the Radiologist gets ”
95 per cent. of the fees realized from private patients even if they go
to the hospital for examination. The ‘object of my questlon i® this™
that even'if a patlent goes to #he Medical School Hospital for the purpose
of X-Ray examination why should the Radmloglet be allowed 95 peg
celt. of the fees?

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That is one of the condi-
tions of his appointment. .

]
" Last Bengal Civil Sorvige (Exequtive) Examinatios.

*332. Rai Sahib KIRPT BHUSAN DA®: (s) Will the Hon'bl
Mlmster in charge of the Home (Appmntmeﬂt) Depariment be please

to lay on the table a statement ahowmg——
L]

(1) how many camhdatvs appeared in the lust Bengal (vil Servia
(Executive) Ixammqtlon

(1) h(zw many, of them have passed ;

(#11) how many of them have received appointments amongst—
(1) Caste Hindus,
(2) Scheduled Castes, and
(3) Muslims; and

(1v) the proportion of such appointments wmongst them?

(b) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state—

(z) whether there is any fixed rule for such appointments; and

(1) if so, “hether the Government contemplate revision of that
tule?

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bls
Khwaja 8ir Nazimuddin): (o) (302,

(1) 217.

(#i1) (1) 37.

(2) Three candidates belonged to the minority communities and
backward cla.ﬂsgs of whom 2 were Scheduled Castes.

(3) 35. !

(1v) Vide (1iz) above

(b} (i) Yes, there are rules governing the appointments to the Pro-
vincial Services.

ﬁii) I do not kno:v to what rule my hon’bl:e friend refers.
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8). NARENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA: With reference ’w angwer
(&) (s), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleaséd to ‘state what was the
basis of meg appointments to these 37 Caste Hindus, 3 ml;umty
somnfunities and 35 Muslims, ut of the 217 candldates mentmned in
e previous answer?

The Hon'ble.Khwa]a 8ir NAZIMUDIDIN: Compétitive exaininafion.

'], NARENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA: Were these appointments
made ir the order of merit?

¢
'

« The Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir, NATZIMUDDIN: Yes, subject to the

reservation of percentages for the communities concerned.
.
L]

8j. NAREND.RA NATH DAS CUPTA: lu the order of merit

among the respective conmunities?

The Hon’hie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. ‘

Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to

state out d1 217, how many candidates passed from the Scheduled
Castes ?

The Hon’ble Khwaja S8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Apart from the two who
received appointments, there were no other Scheduled Castes candidates
among the 217 who qualified.

l

National Electrification Scheme.

*333. Mr. JATINDRA NATH CHAKRAVARTY: (a) Is the
Hon'ble Minister in charge of the (‘ommerce and Labour Department
aware thatethe Hon'ble the Finance Minister m the course of a discus-
sion declured in the Assembly in September, 1937, that a National
Electrification Schewe was under preparation?

(b) Tf the, answer to (@) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble
Minister be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the scheme?

(¢) Tf no scheme has heen prepared, will the Hon'ble Minister be
pleased to state—

«{) when the scheme will materialise; and
(1) when will it he put into operation ?
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* MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR
DEPARTMENT (the How'ble Mr. H, *8, Suhrawardy): (a) No,
1 am unable to trace any such ,statement by the Hon'ble the Finanoe
Minister.

(b) Dees not arise. .

(c) For the mfonnat:on of the House I may state that an investigs-
tioh by a speciak officer {s now in progress and his repm‘t is expectdd
to be teceived shorfly hy Goverfment. .

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hoy ble Minister be pleased
to state whether he can tguce the statement by himself on the subject
in which he said that the question of nationalization of electrification

sohemes would be undertaken by dhis Goternment next \em"
L ]

Mr..8PEAKER: That question does not arise here.
*

Two bunds in Kotwali police-station in_ Dinajpur distriot.

.
*334. Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: (o) Is the Hon'ble
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation)
Department aware— :

(1) that several hundred genunts of villages, Hussainpur, Abudpur,
Sudra, etc., in  police-station Kotwali, Gangaranfpur in
Dinajpur, applied for repairs of two bunds existing from a
long time; and

(1) that breaches in these hunds are devastating every year an area
of about 50 square miles ¥

(h) 1f the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble
Minister be pleasedeto state what steps, if any, do the (Yovernment
propose to take to prevent damages caused to the tenants and failure
of crops in the area?

o (c} Are the Government considering the desirabihity of taking imme-
diate steps for the repair of the hunds?

(d) If the answer to (¢) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble Minister
be pleased to state the reasons thereof®

(e) Is it a fact that two Overseers were deputed sepurately by turn
to survey the Wreaches in .the two bunds? .

(f) If the anawer to (e) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble
Minister be pleased to state -

. (s) A:vhat are their reports; and
(st) what was’ the amount of the estimated cost for the repaife?
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(g) Will the Hon’ble Mhister be pléased to siate the amount so far
spent for -irrigation or consiructlon or repair of bunds in the district of
Dinajpur?

* MMNISTER in oharge of the GOMMUNIGATIDNS and_ WOHKS
DEPARTMENT: (the Hon'ble Maharuja Srischandra Nandy, of
JLCossimbazar): () (/) Two petitions were handed over to me last year
by the hon’ble member’ }umself . « .

(7) I am informed that a total area of about 31 square miles is open
to the spxl] action of the river Punarbhaba through hreaches in the
bunds,

'

(b) to (d) Government are not responmhle for the maintenance of
private bunds, and enlightentd opinidn is that such bunds do more harm
than good. . . . .

The hon’ble member Has already been informed that the regtoration
of the dunds will not ohly deprive the areas hehjnd them of the benefit
of free flughing but will also bring ruin Yo the, river Purnabhaba by
depriving it of its spill areas which should, therefore, be kept
unobstructed to the greatest possible ektent.

(¢) A preliminary enquiry was made by two Ovetseers of the Malda
Section. The areas were also inspected by the Superintending Engineer,
South-Western Circle, accompanied by the Executive Engineer, Nadia
Rivers Division.

(f) Does not arise in view of my reply to (h), (¢) and (d)

(9) No irrigation schemes have been executed and no bunds have
been constructed or maintained bv Government in the district.

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon’ble Minister know
that of the two bunds one running by the west of the river Purnabava
ix recorded in the settlement record as an Imperigl road?

The Hon'ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar:

Sir, 1 am not aware of that. .

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: The Hon'ble Minister has not
replied to my question (h) which is “‘if the answer to (a) is in the
affirmative, will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to state what steps,
if any, do the Government propose to take to prevent Hamages caused
to the tenants and fatlure of crops in the area' ?

Mr. SPEAKER: Government do not propose to ¢ake any stepe.,
That is the meaning of the answer given.
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‘Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: So, gre we to take that Govern-
ment will keep silend over the matier even if it admits that 31 square
miles of area are bemg devastated by floods every year?

In view bf answer (g) that ““no irrigation schemes h'a‘ve'\werf
executed and no biinds have ben constructed or maintained by Govern-
ment in the district”’, will it be possible for the Hon'ble Minister to,
visft the area and formulate schemes for 1rr1ga’tmn pusposes P

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a request for direct action.

:

Mr. NISHITHA NATR KUNDU: Doex the Hon'ble Minieter

consider the desirability of visitidg the area in order to cBRalk out
irrigational schenfes for thay area?

The Hon’ble Mahlrl]l SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar:
I may inform the honoumhk member that along with othe{ digtricts
we have got a list of nng.ntmn.n] schemex for, this particular district
which are being examined by thg? department.

. °

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: When can we expect these

schemes to be prepared ?
L]

Mr.  S8PEAKER: | think you are already tired of anking this

question.

Appointment of Jute Overseers.

*35. Mr. DHANANJOY ROY: (@) Will the Hon'ble Minister in
charge of the Ag'rimx.ltm'o and Veterinary Department  be pleased to
state—

(1) the total number of Overseere for the Indian Central Jute Com-
mittee appointed by the Director of Apticulture in the vear
1937-38 with a statement of their respective qualifications;

(#2) how many of them are (aste Hindus, Musdims and Scheduled
Castes; and

(277} how many candidates applied for the post of Overseers from the
memhers of the Scheduled (Castes with a statement of their
respective qualifications

(b) Is there any appointment from the members of the Scheduled
Gastes? . ¢
(¢) If not, why’ not?P
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‘ ) .
MINISTER in oharge qf the AGRICULTURE and VETERINARY

DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) (9)

Fifteen. A statement of their qualiffcations is placed on the table.

* (#p Chite Hindus 1
Muslims ... 8
Scheduled Caste_ Nil .

(7i2) The ap'i)ointmenta were made f)artly from the ueritorious passed
students of Dacea Agricultural School and partly by promotion of senior
and efficient Agricultural Demonstrators. The question of application
from' outside candidates, therefore, does not arise.

1b) No.

(¢) There was no suitable S('helalll(‘d (astes man available either
from the passed studen'ts of the Dacda Agricultural School or from the
permanent Agricultural Demonstrators for promotion. .

B -

4

Statement refirred to in the reply to clause (a) (1) to starred question

No. 335, showing the qualifications of the Jute Overseers.

(1) Babu Prithi Ranjan Bhowmic—Matriculate: passwl‘ from the
Secondary Agricultural School, Dacca, in the first division.

(2) Maulvi Momtaznddin Ahmad—Matriculate ; stood first in the first
diwsion among the successful candidates of the Secondary Agri-
cultural School, Dacea, 1936,

(3) Babu Pramatha Ranjan Guha—Matriculate; passed from the
Secondary Agrienltural School, Dacea, in the first division.

(4) Babu Sukhendu Bikash Dutta—B.Sc.; proved efficient in Crop
Census work.

(6) Babu Kanti Prosad Mukherjee—Passed 1.Sc.: passed from the
Dacca Agricultural School in the first division.

(t) Babu (tanga Prosud Mukherjee—Retrenched Overseer in (lass IT
of the Subordinate Agricultural Service.

(7) Maulvi Md. Ismail Hussain—Retrenched Overseer in  QGlass ‘11
of the Subordinate Agricultural Service.

(8) Babu Saila Ranjan Chanda—Plucked 1.Se. ; passed from the Dacea
Agricultural School.

(9 Maulvit Md. Hussain Ali Sarkar—Read up to I,A.; passed from
the Dacca Agricultural School in the first division.

(10) Maulvi Md. Abdul Hakim—Passed Refresher course; promoted
from Senior Demonstrators,

(1]} Maulvi Haji Aminuddin Mian—Passed Refresher ‘course ; promoted

from Senior Demonstrators.

[y
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(lt)‘lhulvi Monowar Ali—Passed Refresher course; prompoted from
Senior Demonstrators.

(13) Maulvi Matiur Rahman Khan—Pysred from Secondugy Agris,
cultural Schpol ;e pmmot;d from Demonstrators’ Grade. °

(14) Maulvi Moberak Aliz-Passed Refresher course; promoted from
Demonstratbrs Grade. ’ . .

(15) Babu Gopesh Chandra Roy Choudhury «-l’usawl Refresher course;
prometed from Demonstrators’ Grade.
.. .

Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: With -reference to answer (¢}, will "the
Hon’ble Minister ,be pleased to state how many candidates from the
Scheduled Castes applied for the®postssof dembnatrator?

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: It appenrs that no out-
side applications werescalled for, and 1 do *not think ghat ehose who
were already under employment gpplied at all. ® )

Recruitment to Bengal Excise Servioe.

*336, Mr, MD. BARAT ALI: («) Will the* Hon'ble Minister in
charge of the Forest and Exeise Department be pleased to stale whether
there is a rule regarding recruttiment to Provincial Serviees which came
into force in 1930 that no person whose age on promotion exceeds 40
years shall be appointed by pronmotion to any Provineial Service

(5 If the answoer to (a) is in the  atirmative, will the Hon'ble
Minister be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the rule¥
(¢) Does the rule apply to the Bengal Excise Service?
(d) T the answer to (¢) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble
inister be pleased to stute—
Minister be pl 1 tad
i} whether the rule is heing observed in filling up vocancies by
]
promotion ; and .

(#1) if not, what are the reasons?
(e) Will the Hou hle Minister be pleased to state— .
(1) the numbu of vacdncies in the Bengal Excise Service (Semjor)
since 1930
(¢) the number filled up by direct rerruitment;
¢ (i) the numbo[ filled up by promotion; and
(3v) what was the ,age of each officer on the date of such pumohon”
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t ’ . .
MINISTER in charge of the FOREST and EXCISE DEPARTMENT
(the Hon'hie Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikut): (a) Yes.

(b) 4,c0py of the rule is placed on the table.
[ )
(¢) Yes.
(d) (3) Yes, genera!ly. Exceptions are made only in special cases.

L] 1 3 -
(1) Does not arise. *

(e) (D) 6.

(1), 3.

(igg)e 1.

(iv) About 48 years

.

Rule reférred to mn the reply to clause (b) of starred question No. 336.
THE BeNcaL Provincian Services RecruiTMenT Runes.

[ '

V. () (b) Subject to the following exceptions no person shall be
appointed by promotion to any Provincial Service whose age, on

promotion, exceeds 40 years. e
L]

«

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon'ble Minister
realise that if the rule is not strictly followed, it will affect the officers
who are below the uge of 40 vears?

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter of opinion.

3

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir. the rule says that only
those persons who are below the age of 40 will be promoted. So if
persons ahove that age are promoted. the cases of those under 40 will
not come up for consideration before they are age-barred.

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a question of argument.

L
Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: With reference to answer (b),
will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state what are the exceptions
stated in the rule?

.
¢

{ .
Mr, SPEAKER: [ think you can find it out in the book.
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th.o of land revenue in Judm

°33]. Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: Will the Hou'ble Minjster in
charge of thé Revenue Department be pleased to state from’thee *last”
cadastral survey seitlement re€ords—

«a) the names,and numhbers as recorded. of all the revenue-paying ®
« estates or* tauzis (inchiding khas ahals) in®the district of
Burdwan ;

(b) the average rate of land revenue per agre for arable areas im
each such estatq or tausi; and C.

(c) the average rate of rent of tenants pmuhle for aruble pread in

each estate or tauzi?

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the
Hon’ble 8ir Bijoy Prasad Olngh Roy): (a) The Collegtor-hus furnished
a list of over 7,000 tagzis which 1 huve irt the House with me and
which may be seen by any hon’ble member who wishes to do so. I do
not think that the expense to (overnment of printing this list would
be justified ® ¢

(b) and (c) As land revenue or reut is fixed for an entire estate or
tenancy covering arable and all other kinds of land, no figures showing
their rates separately for arabld areas are available’

Excise shops in Dacca district,

*338. Mr. FAILUR RAHMAN: (0) Wiil reference to the state-
ment laid on the table in reply to clause (@) (1) of starred question
No. 162 on the 24th August, 198, is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of
the Furest and Excise Department aware that {he number of shops of
foreign liquors, country spirit, opium, ganja blang, charas, toddy and
pachwai settled with the Mussalmans is small in comparison  with
their population basis?

(b) 1f the answer to (e is in the aflirmative, will the Hon'ble
Minister be pleased to state the reasons? .

(c) Is it a fact that deserving Muslim candidates for all kinds of
excise shops are available at the present time?

(d) If the amwer to (c) is in the affirmative, what ures the reasons®
for not vending more excise shops with the Mussalmans?

(e} Are the Guvernment considering the desirability of issuing a
circular letter tq all the officers concerned in the districts for settling
shops with the Mussalmana and fixine a percentage according to their
population basis?
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The Hon'bie Mr. PRAJANNA DEB RAIKUT: () Yes. °

() Muslims in the past have not prese;lted themselves as candidates
for excise shops in any considerable ntimber,
+ ¢ The question whether shere are deserving Muslim candidates or
not is a relative one and is considered wgen a vacaney occurs. ‘

(d) Does not arise.

(e) No. Experienct has shown tkat Muslims .6 not want s‘ixops
associated with liquor o pachwar. Tar shops are settled by adction.
On account of the fixed-fee system very few vacancies occur each year
for r:ettlbment with new vendors. The applications of Muslim candi-
dates for settlement of shops will receive profer consideration in future.

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: With reference to answer (e),
&ill the Hon'ble Mintster be «pleaséd to state the reasons wly their
applications were not considered bhefore?

Mr. SPEA.KE"H That question has afready, been answered.

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Wil the Hon'ble Minister be pleased
to consider the desirability of inviting applications from MXuslims and
maintaining an approved panel of intending licensees?

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a request fer action.

.

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister be
pleased to state whether Muslim candidates for licences are increasing
day by day?

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise.

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: With reference to answer (e),
will the Hon'ble Minister he pleased to state whether he is going to
gettle shops according to the basis of the population of the Mubam-
madan connnunity or on the basis of the people addicted to drinking?

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise.

Monipur Agricultural Farm, Daoca.

*339. Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: («} Will the Hon'ble Minister in
charge of the Agriculture Department be pleused to state—

(1) the arable area in acrves in the Monipur Agricultural Farm at
Dacca; and

(+¢) the kinds of crops grown in the aforesaid farm during a whole
‘ agricultural (financial) year? '

v
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(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleasw‘ to lay on the table a state-
ment showing, veat by -year, for the vears 1935-36, 1336-37, and -
1937-38— ¢

() the gross income from all crops %erown in the farm:** o0 =~
R .

(i) the cost of productioff excluding the expenditure of pay of

.. oﬂiverﬂ and offiee establishment ;

{117), the area (d ¢he farm in &hich jute w as grown?

*

(/1 the quantity of juie produced in this area;

() the area of the farm in which paddy (Qoth aman andeivs) was
grown: and e '

(v1) the ql;untit\' of paddy pru(lm'vd in t]w suid area?
() Will the Non'ble Minister, ht plmwd to, state—

() phether manure was used in each year*during the years 19 N’)—J(»
1936-37 and, 1937-38 in the aforesaid f.nm for the tulh\u-
tion of botly jute*and puddy ‘crops

(12) if w0, what sort of munury wis used; o
(131) wh:n was t.}u- cost of minure in each vear;
(1¢) whether sugarcane was grown in the said tarm;
(v) what was the gross vield and <ale-proceeds of the sugarcane in
each year; ° .
('m).whm was the area of the sugarcane cultivation; ano®
{vtr) the cost of production in each of the said years?

(¢) What is the nature of the arable land in the uforesaid farin, i.e.,
whether mainland or char (riparian) land ¥

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) (1) 24461 ucres.

(Y Aus paddy | tgansplanted aman paddy, maize, jour, nupier grass,
guinea grass, jute, sugurcane, tobaeco, cowpea, flax, linseed, mustard,
arahar, cotton, rhea, agava, altissima, English vegetables, cauliffower,
cabbage, peas and tomato

L)
(b A statement iy laid on the table,
(c) (1) Manures were used all the 3 yeurs for jute hut not, for paddy.

The latter crop depends for manuring on the residual value of manures
applied to jute and other crops in the rotation,

.

(#1) Farmyatd manure, lime, bonemeal and muriate of potash,

Rs. a. p.

(i4) 1936-36 A0 1 6

. ., 1936-3Y .. 29 5 9
193738 .. 318 B 0
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() Bugarcane was gro&n for experimental purposes.
(v) to (vii) A statement is laid on the table.

(Q St clay soil of lateritic origin typical of Madhupur Garh ares.

Statement referred to in the reply to clause (b) td starred question No. 339.
[ [

r

(¢) The gross income from all crops grown in the farm—

. .

. Rs. a. p.
1035-36 .. R .. 16165 0 3
1938-37 - .. .. 16,626 9 0
1937:38 , oy . .. 2,113 7 3
(t':) The cost of productionh excluding the exj)enditum of pay
of officers and oﬂ‘io'e establishment—
1935-3 ’ . .. .. 6490 4 3
1936-3 ! ) .. .. . 946910 0
1937-38 _— .. .. 8057 9 6
(133) The area of the farm in which jute wus grown—
Aores.
1935-36 .. R .. 8-26
1936-37 .. .. .. . 560
1937-38 .. .. .. 5-50
(sv) The quantity of jute produced in this area—
Lbs.
Yield— .
1935-36 . . .. 8,727
1936-37 - .. .. 4,875
1937-38 .. .. . .. 8,301

{v) The area of the farm in which paddy (both aman and aus)

was grown—

Aus. Aman.

1936-36 .. .. .. 2119 2938
1936-37. .. .. .. 40186 4981
193738 .. .. .. 3419 465

\(+*} The quantity of paddy produced in the said area— .

Aus, Aman.
1935-3¢ .. .. .. 301 12 237 33
1038-37 . .. .. 608 28 1,528 &

4937-38 . . .. 388 8 870 0
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Slatemem referred to in the rqply to clauses (c)&v) {o (vi1) to starged Question
No. 339.
{r) The gross wield and sale -proceeds of the sugarcane in each LY B ¢
year—
Yjgld—
1935-36—
L ] . .
Cuttings . .. .. 140,890 Nos.
Gur .. .. 47,000 lbs.
N L J
1936-37— .
Cuttings .. .. .. 383,3.’;0 Nos.
Qur . .. .. 33,681 lbs,
1937-38— * . . . »
Cuttings . e oo 144,744 Nos,
Garr . . .. 51,417 lbs.
Value of above . .
' e Rs. ow, p.
1935-36 . L L2470 2 9
1936.37 . . oo 2000 1403
193738 . . Lo B20215 9
(1) The area of sugarcane cultivation—
. . Acres,
L]
1935-36 . . T
1936-37 . .. .. 1166
1937-38 . . .. o 86
(vi7) The cost of production in each yvear—
Rs. . p.
1935-36 .. .. o 2057 4
1936-37 .. .. oo 2014 6
1937-38 . .. . T TR

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister bhe
p]euuet] to state how the English vegetables, caulifowers, cabbage and
tomatd were consumed, whether there were any sale-proceeds or the
European managers consumed them ¥

Mr, SPEAKER: That question does not arise, and you are at liberty
to surmise,

. . —
Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: With reference to the statement

in paragraph (v), will the Hon'ble Minister he pleased to state

whether (Joverntnent would encourage this sort of experiment by which

the cost of producfion of a crop is higher than the value of its yieltf?

3 .
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The Hon’bie Mr. TAM#UDDIN KHAN. My friend forgets that
this is after hll an experiment,
[
- Dr NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be
p]eaw(l to slate what are the (hﬁerence; and cbnmptenitlce of rhea,
agava and altissima?

Mr. SPEAKER: 'I‘h;'n,question doéd not arise. » ,

Mr. ABBUL WAHAB KHAN: With reference to items (i) and
(11} of the statement, which relate to HT058 m‘ ome and cost of produc-
tion, will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased th state what +s the cost of
productidn including the pay of offieors and office establishment ?

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I want notice, Sir.

¢
<

¢ 8ub-Treasury 'Officers and Tréasuryr Poddars.

*340. Mr, MD, ABUL FAZL: () Will the Hon'ble Minister in
charge of the Finance Department be pleased to lny on the table a state-
ment showing for the present time the total number of—

(1) Sub-Treasury Officers (Hindus aml Muhammadans separately);
v and

(1) Treasury Poddars (Hindus and Muhammadans separately)?

() Are the Government considering the desirability of separating
the functions of the Head (lerks of the Subdivisional Officers from those
of the Sub-Treasurers of stations like Madaripur?®

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of inereasing
the pay of Poddars? .

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the
Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker): («: (1) 5% consisting at present
of 41 Hindu and 18 Muhammadan ofticers.  The proportion is, however,
changing constantly  with transfer of officers from one station to
another.

(1) 109 Hindus and 9 Muhammadans, besides a billman.
(h) and (¢) No. .

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: With reference to answer (a)
(f1)., will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether he is pre-
pared to consider the desirability of increasing the nu!nber of Muslim
Podders f
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" The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJA"SARKER. That i not my
debartment, Sir. .

Maulvi MUHAMMAD IS8RAIL: Will the Hou'lle Mitlstare be~
pleased {o state who abpointsghese Poddars ¥

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER. The Collector,

Representation by persons of Bhitarbund Uni.on, Rangpur, for non.
acceptanoe.o.f rents by certain zemindars. ¢

*341. Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: (' s the Hon'ble Mifiister in
charge of the Revenue Departmeni aware thygt representations by
several persons of Bhitarbund T'nmn in‘the Kyrigram subdivision were
addressed to the District Magistrate of Rangpyg, Divisional Commis-
sioner of Rajshahi and other executive aathorities comerned, complain-
ing about the refusal o8 certain landlords of e Joeality do adept rents
with an interest of one anna und geess half an atina per rupee?

() f the answgr to (@ is in the affirmative, what action, if any,
has been taken in the matter®

The Hon'hie 8ir B1JOY PBASAD S8INCGH RDY: (v) No
(#) BPoes not arise.

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Will the Hon'hle Minister e pleased
to state whether any verbal complaint was made to the officers con-
cerned by the persons who submitted the representationsy

The Hon'ble 8ir B1JOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: [ axk for notice.

Reduction of rents in khas mahals particularly in the Noabad taluks in
. Chittagong.

*342. Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: (4) Will the Hon'ble Minister in
charge of the Revenue Department be pleused to state whether uny
reductions were made in the rents pavable by tenants in any hhas
mahalf in this province especially in the Noubad taluks in the district
of Chittagong, daring the present economic crisis? . -

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmutive, will the Ion’ble
Minister be pleased to state whether the reductions of any permanent
nature, i.e., redu( tions in the rates of rent annually pavable by tenants
were mada in any khas mahals ecpecially in the snid Noabad falukagn
the dlstrl(t of (‘hmngong?

Pl
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(¢) If~sugh reductions llzve been made, will the Hon'ble Minister
in charge be pleased to stute at what perceuntage the rates of rent were
so reduced ?

- e e

The Hon'ble 8ir BIJOY PRASAD S\NCH ROY: (4) The rents of

.certain Noabad taluks and holdings of Chittagong fixed during the last

revisional settlement operations were reduced in particular cases wkere
they were considered to<he tou high! There wag$ ro reduction else-
where.

{b) The reductions .of rents in the Noubad taluks and holdings
referfed to in (a) above were of a permanent mature.

(¢) The reductions were not made on any percentage busis, but in
accordance with the merits of each®case.
L]

‘

Percentage of Muslims in Bengal Engineering Services.

. 4

*343. Mr." FAZLUR RAHMAN: () Is the Hon'ble Minister in
charge of the Communications and Works Department aware that the
Muslims bear a low percentage to the total number ot oficers in the
Bengal Engineering Services?

(b) 1f the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Government
considering the desirubility of taking steps for the increase ut Mushm
percentugv in those services?

The Hon'ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar:
{a) and (h) Yes.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon'hle Minister be
pleased to state if it is a faet, with reference 10 unswer (a), that the
low percentage of Muslims there is due to the very low percentage of
Muslim passes as science graduates and engineering graduates ?

The Hon'ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of cosslmbaur.

That was one of the reasons,

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be
pleased to state if the Government is considering the desirability, with
sference to answer (0), of maintaining a pmportumpte percentage of
nppomtmvnts. as between the different communities in proportion, to
the percentage of pusses as engineering graduates?

The Hon'ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar:
No, Sir.
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Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will‘the Hon'ble Mipister be
p}ea':sed. 1o state ifdt is a “fact that Government is cousidering the
desn:ablht_v of importing noa-Bengali Muslims from outside the
province to raise up the percentage® :

.Mr, SPEAKER: Hov, does that yuestion arise?

Y L]
Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: lIn answer to question (1), which
asks whether Government is considering the desirability  of taking
steps for the increase of Muslim percentage, the Hon’ble Mil’ishy said
“ves”’, and L wuant to kndw whether it ix a fact that Government is
considering the desirability of hnpptting—s;

L] . .
. . .
Mr. SPEAKER: DPlease put rour questiqn in a correet form.

Dr. NALINAKSH} SANYAL: Al night, Sir.® My question is:

what steps Government is contemplating in this connection ?

The Hen'ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazart

To appoint more Muslims,

Dr.  NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the llon'ble Ministgr be

o .
pleased to state if it ix o tact that Government has fixed ang minimum
qualification for these technical posts?

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar:

Yes, Sircit is already there,

Dr. NALINAKSHA S8ANYAL: If there is a fixed minimum
qualifieation, will Gdvernment be pleased to state how it proposes to
increase the number of Muslinis when they are uot available in the
provinee? (Cries  of  “Manv  are avwlable™  from  the Coalition

Henches. )

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar:

[ think, Sir, matters are improving,

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: 1. the HTou'ble Minister awwre”
that there are many Muslim engineers who have passed out of the
engineering college and who ure out of employment at the present
moment ¥

.
Mr. SPEAKER: Tl gquestion does not arise,
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Mauivi ABDUL I.ATIF‘ BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister be

pleased to state whether it is a fact that no.Muskm engineers, out ‘of
those who applied for appointment, have got any appointment? (Babu
Wacu§uras NaTH SEN:  Simply because they are not qualified!) -

The Hon’ble Maharaja S8RISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar:
I am aware tha} increased number of \Iuslmls are now taking engineer-
ing courses nowadays and thereby qualifying theniselves for appoint-
ment in the engineering department.
L3
M}., ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Wil| ¢he Hon'ble Minister be

pleased jo state whether he has been informed by menthers of this

. House that ihere are nine Muslim graduates of the Sibpur Engineering

(ullege, who are sitting idle far want of etaployment ?
Mr, SPEAKER: That question does not arise,
[ . ! ‘
Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Sjr, my guestion was whether the

Hon’'ble Minister hus been informed

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am sorry 1 have to tell yvou that this House is
not the pluce where yvou can ventilite the grievances of individual
candidates in this wai. You may ask For information. T hope you
realise that the purpose of putting supplementary questions is to elicit
information.  You could have asked for information generally: that is
a different question: but to say T have got information from another
source’’ and to ask the Hon’ble Minister whether it is within his
knowledge as to how many graduates ure out of employment is not the
correct form of putting a supplementary question.

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: 1 did not say* that, Sir.

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon'ble Minister be
pleased to give the total number of qualified engineers both amongst
Hindus und Mubammadans and the total number of appointments in
the respective communities ¥

The Hon’bie Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar:

“redan’t give en answer oft-hand T

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: My question is whether the
Hon’ble Minister has received the representation that was made?

4 .
Mr. SPEAKER: How does that question arise?

L
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Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KMHAN: Tt ‘nrises in thig way. Sir,
~because there is a*low percentage of Muxlim appointments and there
are so many qualified Muslim cfndidatex sitting idle.

. . [ B4 °? -

Mr. SPEAKER: ®r. Alglul Wahab Khan, I am afraid this is not
# party nieeting (laughtery in which you can discuss such matters.
Question (&) rune thus: “'If the answer to (¢) is in the aﬂirmative,‘
are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps for the
increase...”” Now Government says “Yes.” So, how does your
question arise out of this?

L4
Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Is the Hon'ble Mister in o posi-
tion to say whether he has got this seformation —that *was my
question. .

Mr. SPEAKER: How does that question arwe ?

. . .

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Iu view of tht answor given
by the Hon'ble Minister that the low percentage of Muslim officers in
the Engincering Dgpartment is due, amongst many. to one of the facts,
namely, that there is a dearth of Mushm engineers-——with reference to
that answer will the Honble Minster he pleased to state whether it is
a fact that the nine Muslim B.E."s represented to him that they were
not getying any appointment * '

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar:
As I have already stated, Sir, that was one of the reasons at the time
when these uppointments were made.  The position may have altered
in the meantime.

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: \Will the Hon'ble Minister be
pleased to stute whether the present Government has done anvthing to
increase the number of Muslim officers in the Engineering Department ?

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar:

That depends on the number of vacancies which will vecur.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Miuvister be
pleased to state if he is aware that, on account of the dearth of suitable
candidates in this province, Mr. Hakim Ali, an engineer of the North.
Western Frontidr Province, was imported to hold the post df Principal,
Asanullah School of Enginecering, Dacea?

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 1 hope you will
femember that that appointment relates to the FEdueation Departntent
and not to the Communication and Works Department.
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Mr, ABDUL WAHAB lt(HAN: You are suffering from a phobia!

Dr. NALINAKSHA S8ANYAL: PExorcise us of it.
[ 4 e

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8, SUHRAWARDY: ‘Forgive him for his
. ignorance! (Laughter.)

. . .

.
.
. ¢

‘ <
Mr. SPEAKER: Dr! Sanyal and Mr. Abdul Wihab Khan,*may 1
appeal 10 you both to go and have your talk outside?

Mr.. RASIK LAL BISWAS, < Terml @¥U*¥Tia ST & percentage
a3 TOHT e demand | R CTIHT AfRCT A weW WTT OTH WD

SRMTY 10 recruitment T (AT fa f& T2 .
The Hon'ble Mahagaj'a SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar:
I don’t think that,is possible. | .
¢ . ¢

«

Distress of the flood-stricken people of char areas in several unions in
Mymensingh. ‘ ‘

*344, Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN (Mymensingh): a) [s the Hon'ble

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department aware— .

(1) that distress amongst the flood-stiicken people is still prevaihng
in the char areas such as southern pait of Rowha Union,
Betmart Union (whole), Balwirchar Union (whole), part of
Pakshini Union, pnit of Kamarerchin Unton, Hanndhara
of police-station Sherpur and Char Basuralgt Char Madhua-
namapara and Dadhiramerchar of Nakhli police-station of
Jamalpur suldlivision (Mymensingh) and:

() that the cultivators are without seeds for the next harvest?

{(0) H the wunswer to (a) is in the atfirmative, e the (Government
considering the desirability of advancing further agricultural lpanseto
the peaple of those areas?

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: «2) No.

(h) Does not arise.
\ \ .

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: With reference to answer
*No" in reply to question (@), will the Hon'ble Minisier be pleased to
state if he means that he ix not aware of any distregs or of the fact
that cultivators are without seeds or that there iz npo distress and the
cultivators are not without seeds?

L
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"The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD BH’GH ROY: The reply is

“No” to question o(a) (i), namely, whether the cultivators are
without seeds for the next harvest. '
»* o’ e
Mr. SURENDRA‘CATH BISWAS. May 1 know what is the
reply to question (a) (7)?

. ’
.

. . '

The Hon'ble Sll' BIJOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Tle reply to
question (#) {¢+ ix so very obvious that Government did not think it
necessary to reply to it separately.  The main conceru of my hogpourable
friend 1 with question (a; (/1 and to that my reply in “No”. »

. .
L]

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 certatnly admire vaur intelligence but®* not the

draft. .

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: lu viep of the admission oy
the Hon'ble Minister thut there is distress, will lie be pleased to state
i the policy wlieh w® enuvciated by the “Hon'ble Maniset himself
early in this sesston, namely, that Government®must see that no lands
remained \u.l.sowvd f:n' want of money, still continnes ¥

The Hon’ble 8ir BIJOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: C(ertuainly.

Mr. SURENDRA NATH HISWAS: Will thé Hon'ble Minister be
pleased “to enquire whether any lands are going unsowed in the districs
of Mxmensingh, and, if so, whether Government would issue orders to
give further ngricultural loans ?

The Hon'ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No fresh
enquiry is necessary us Govermwent are in daily toucl with  the
situation.

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister be
pleased to state if the procednre of the Government is to take report
from the District Magisnate and  distrilbute  agrieultural  loans
actordhglyv?

The Hon'’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD S8INCH ROY: That is exactly

what 13 done.

Mr. ATUL NRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon'hle Miniater “be
pleased to state whether there is any officiel instruction, public or
private, to the District Magistrate not to demand more than such and
such amount?

The Hon'ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: No, Sir



1]

2% QUESTIONS. . [18TH ArmiL,

" 8taff of the om'al Reoeiver, High Coust, Caloutta. .

*245, Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister
in churge of the Judicial and Tegislative Department be pleased to lay
on the table a statement showing sepavately the present number of
Hindu and Muslim clerks appointed as— )

(©) 1) estdte clerks and (2) Govbrnment stafd ig the
(#1) (1) upper grade and (2) lower grade; and

(m)‘ (1) temporary. and (2) permanent in the office of the Offivial
. Receiver, High Court, (lalcutta? e

(b) What is the ratio of Hindus and Muslims in (1), (i) and «i7)
gbove? . . . .

(¢) When and how many temporary appointments were last made?

(4) Are the Govermment considering the desirability of appointing
more Muqhmq in* future vucancies till the mtm is reached?

MINISTER in chirge of the JUDICIAL and LECISLATIVE
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawib Mushnrru‘ﬁ Hosuln, Khan
Bahadur): () and (L) A statement is laid on the tuble.

(¢) Seven temporary appointments were made in Janumy, 1939,

(1) The office of the Official Receiver has hitherto been under {he
High’ Coart; it is about to be tauken  over by Government, dnd the
question of fixing a communal 1atio for appointments will he considered.

Statement referred fo in the reply to clawses (a) and (b) to starred question

No. 345.

Hindus. Muslims.  Ratio.

(i) (1) Estate clerks AP 51 7 471

(2) Government staff .. 16 8 (+11in leave 2:1
vacancy).

{) (1) Upper grade o2 1 (+1in leave 2:1
vacancy).

(2) Lower grade .14 7 LI |

(%) (1) Temporary .. 6 7 (+1 in leave 6:8
vacancy).

(2) Permanent .. 10 1 10:1

-~ Mr, MIRZA ABDUL MHAFIZ: With reference (o (a) (ii/) (2),
will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state if the attention of Govern-
went has been drawn  to the fact that Muslims represent only 9 per
cent. of the permanent establishment in the High Court?

The Hon'ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSMN.' Khan -Bahadur't

The statement is clear on the point.
LY
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+ Election of members on the Sukhari u-!ion Board, Notrokona,
Mymeonsingh.

. . [ ’
‘346, Mr. GIASUDDIN AHMAD: () Will the Hon'ble Mihister
in charge of the Local Self-GGovernment Department be pleased to state
whether it is a fagt— .

(®°*that the eleCtion of members tor the Sukhart Union Bowd in
the subdivision of Netrokona of the Mymen<ingh distriet
took place in November, 1937 and , .

(12) that the names ut‘;he persons elected and nominated, o nn),
havé not yet been published in the ( ‘alcatta Gazettey

(8) If the answer to (a) isn thy affitmative, pill the Hon"ble Minisy
ter be plensed to state the reasons therdof? |

MINISTER in chqg. of the LOCAL SELF-GOVEBNMENT
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’hle Nawab Khwaja Mabibullah Bahadur, of
Dacca): (v () Yes .

(¢7) and ¥6) The®names ot the elected and uppointed members have
been published 1 the Calentta Gazette of the 30th Maeh, 1939 It
appears that the Subdivisional Ofticer of Netrokona made an unusual
delay 1n submitting to the Distiict Magistiate hi? p.upmnh regayding
the members to be appointed on the Union Board.

Caloutta Corporation Electricity generating scheme.

*347. Mr. JATINDRA NATH CHAKRAVART!: (1) With reter-
ence to starred question No. 301 rephed at the Assembly on the 28th
September, 1937, will ¢he Hon’ble Minister in chinge of the Local Self-
Government Department be pleased to stute whether it v o fact that a
Conference of the Technical Advisers of the Government und the Cor-
poration was held to arrive at a final decision in regard to this matter
as propvsed by the Hon'ble Minister in November, 19477

(b) If so, what was the result of the Conference?

(¢) If no decision has been arrived at, what are the x'eusr)ll~'."

(d) Has the Electrical Adviser been by this time supplied with all
the required data wanted by him from the Caleutta Corporgtion?y ==

(e) If any data has not _\.'ot been supplied, will the Hon'ble Ministe:
be pleased to state what are those?

(f) Is the Hop'ble Minister aware of the anuual loss of rupees wix
lakhs incurred b\ the Calcutta Corfration since 1933 as showngyin
Dr. Dey’s acheme ?



L4

-

28 QUESTIONS. . [18rm Argx,

(g) 1f the answer to (j) is in the affirmative, aie the Government
considering the desirability of stopping it as soon as possible? -

(k) Has the question of Drainagd Outfall of the city been finally
decided dand work taken in hand? .

(z) 1f the answer to (A) is in the affirmative, ‘will the Hon'ble Minis-
ter be pleused to state the reason for the delay in grantmg the s;.matmn
ui the Electria Scheme? ¢

(7) Is it a fact that the Secretary to {he ].m‘nf Seli-Government
Department met Dr. Dey and discussed the feasibility of the scheme
in all details?

(kY If the answer to (j) is in the affirmrative, what ix the 1eason for
uot aceording the (fovernment sanction?

' The Hon'ble Nawéh Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoca:
1a) The Conference was held in October, 1937.

(b) 1t was dex ided ut the Conference that the Nuperintending Engi-
neer, Electrival Cirele, Communication and Vorks Department, and
the Electrical Adviser'to Government would give their opinmon regard-
ing the technical as well as the finamcial aspects of the scheme on the
basis of such materials as had been fwinished by the Corporation, so as
to enable GGovernment to come to a decision in the matter.

(¢) In their report, the technical udvisers of Government pointed
out that the scheme, as submitted by the Corporation, was only general
m nature and that, in the absence of details, it was not possible to
examine the scheme with that thoroughness and attention to detail
us would be necessary 1f it were mtended to proceed with the scheme,
They, however, conducted their investigations on the basis of such
information as had been furnished by the Corporation and came 1o the
conclusion that from an enginecring and economic point of view they
could not advise Government to approve the scheme.

(d) and (¢) The Electrical Adviser states that he has not been fur-
nished with all the details which were asked for in the Government
letter No. D030M., dated the I4th December, 1931, to the (ulcutta
Corporation. .

if) and () The member is referred to the reply given to clauses (a)
) and (e} of his question (No. 301) on this subject mentioned in
clause (@) of the present question.

(h) Yes.
(1) The reasons for the delay are stated in my answer to clauses (¢),
(d) and (e) of the question.

(/) and (%) On the Gth February, 1935, the Secretary to the Govern-
ment of Bengal, Local Self-Government Department, held an informal
conference with Dr. Dev and the Electrical Adviser to Governmeut
at which it was agreed that Dr. Dey would supply the Electrical Adviser
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with all the particulurs that the latter considbred necessary for a proper
exdmination of the scheme. "Dr. Deyv had u turther interview with the
Secretary. Local Self-Government Department, in conunection with this
scheme on the 14th July, 1937, und made certain suggestiam which .
were discussed at th® Conference referred to in clause (a) of the
question.

Mr, SYED JA}.ALUDDIN HASHEMY: Vith reftrence to ()
and (1‘) will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state what sugestions
Dr. Dey made to the Secretary, Local Self- (m\vumu-nt l)vpurhnem"

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dsoca:

1 ask for notice. R
Ld

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR'BASY: W,ith refesence to answer (¢), wild
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the report submitted
by the two technical advisers of Government awvas forwarded to the

Corporation for their ¢pnsideration and dpinipn? .
*

The Hon'’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca:

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BAS8U: With reference to answer (¢, 1n
view of the fuct that these two technical advisers did not approve of
the sc hmne from the economic pomt of view, does-the Hon'ble Migister
consider it necessary that further nmhn.llu should he eatled for from
the Corporation ®

No.

The Hon’ble Nawabh Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacoa:
They held discussions on this mutter and it is now under the consutera-
tion of the Government,

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BAS8U: M question wa~ whether the
Hon’ble Minister contider it nevessary that further information shonld
be asked for from the Corporation on the report submitied by these
two technical advisers that the scheme should not he approved?

[ ]
The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca:
I have already smd that the matter is under the consideration of
Government,

Mr. BANTO§H KUMAR BASU: M, speaific quvqtmn 1y whellrr
a fresh opportunity wouldebe given to the Corporation to have their
say on the report submitted by the two technical advisers of
Government ?

« The Hon’ble’Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dlgoa:
Yes. *
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Ratio’ of posts held by erious commtmities in the Appeliate Side,
' High Court.

“348. Mr. ABDUL HAKEEM: (@) Will the Hon’ble Minister in
‘harge of the Judicial and Legislative Department be pleased to state
he number existing at present of the Muclim and Scheduled Castes
laried and ettra typists in the High Court on the Appellate 91de as
ompured with other communities?

(M) What has been the basis for such appointments?

L]

(¢) What steps, if any, do the Government propose to take for the
ppointment of more Muslims in those services ?
t « . ¢ '

The Hon'ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSAIN, Khan Bahadur:
) By the courtesy of the Hon’ble Chief Justice T am able to state as

follows :— . ¢

N ‘

U

Total nu'mber of salaried typists 5
Numbher of Muslims ' ) .. Nil
Number of Scheduled (‘astes members ... NiL
Total number of extra typists 37
. Number of Muslims o 5
Number of Scheduled Castes members ... Nil

(b) Recruitment to posts of extra typists is by open competition in
typewriting among persons who are at least matriculates and due
regard ix paid to communal representation.

Most of the existing men, however, were recruited long ago when
there were uno tests and when the principle of gommunal representa-
tion had not been introduced. TRecruitment to posts of salaried typists
is ordinarily hy promotion from extra typists regard being had to
seniority anid efficiency.

(¢) These appointmen(q are in the hands of the Hon'ble Chief Justice

under the provisions of section 242, of the Government of India Act,

and he has fixed the percentage at 45 per cent. for the Muslims in these
posts, for future recruitments,

Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: Will the Hon'hle Minister be pleased to
state if he is awure that a good number of matriculate typists are
available from the Scheduled Castes and if appointments have been
mage on population or communal basis, why po member from the
Scheduled Castes has heen recruited ? ’ '
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Mr. S8PEAKER! 1 am afraid, this questibn does not arise, hecause
the* original question wasks for information on statistical pdints. The
administrative conirol 1s in the hamds of the Hon'ble Chief Justice, and,
as such, why a particular thing i~ done gr not done is a mattee \\hlch
cannot be the subject-matter ut this question.

Mr. RASIK JAL BYSWAS, ouma amx , Total , number  of
extra 4 typists 3%, ax number  of  QMuslime, & A R
A (EIE SR (T 4 WO WG oI WD s Wats e

Mr, SPEAKER: - Thatqyestion does not arise.
.

Expenditure on aceount-of midwives and nurses in towns of Bengal,

*349. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: \\'.ill'lhv Hon'ble Minister
in charge of the Pablies Tlealth Departigent be pleaspd 1o stute what
sum of money is spent &y the Government and the Munjeapality sepa-
rately every yeur for maintaining midwives and 1turses in the town aren
of Bengal? :

. .

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Lxpenditure incured hy

Government in 1937 wus R.. 4, "" 08,

Appréximately a sum of Ra. (.0 (M0 is spent every vear by the Muni-
cipalities (excluding Calceutta).

The Corporation of (‘aleutta spends approximately a sum of rupees
two lakhs every year for Maternity and Child Welfare Work in the city
which includes maintenance of nurses and midwives. Separate figures
for nurses and midwives are not available.

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon'hle Minister be
pleased to state what amount out of Re. 442,398 spent on midwives
and nurses is spent for giving stipends to apprentice nurses ?

d .

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: | want notice.

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister be
pleased to state ghether (sovernment are considering the desirabilily -
of increasing the expenditure for nppreutue nurses, so that Indian
women may be encouraged to take up nursing as their means of liveli-
hood ?

" The I;Ion'blo Mrs TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: No, Sir.
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]
Promobtion of Scheduled Castes officers.of Edlgcation Department.

*350. Mr. DHANANJOY ROY: .(a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in
chatge of the Education Department be please‘d to state—

L]
(?) whether there has been any promotion of Scheduled Castes
offiers with the posts noy held' by them in the Education
Department; and

(7{) whether there is any Scheduled C(astes officer in the Bengal
*  Educational Service or in the Subdivisional Inspectors’ grade
of the Subordinate Educational Service?

(») Yf there is none, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to con-
cider the desirability of appointing. Scheduled (astes  ofheer in the
Bengal Educational Service either by promotion from those already
serving in the subordinate service or by new recruitment?

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): («) (/) No.

(i2) There 1s one Scheduled Castes officer in the Bengal Educational
Service but none in the Subdivisional Inspectors’ grade.

(p) The claims of Scheduled (astes candidates possessing requisite
qualifications to appointments of all grades will be carefully considered
when vacancies oceur.

Bench and Court in Madhabhpur Union Board, Tippera.

*351, Mr. ASIMUDDIN AHMED: (o) Will the Hon’ble Minister
in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department be pleased to state
whether it is a fact that a petition has heen submitted by the people
of No. I Madhabpur Union Board, police-station Burichang in the
district of Tippera, to the District Magistrate on the 12th February,
1939, to the effect that Bench and Court are not necessary in the said
Tnion Board?

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble
Minister be pleased to make an enquiry into the matter before the said
Board is invested with Bench and Court powers?

— '

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF 'HOSSMN. Khan Bahadur:
(a) No such petition has been received by the District Magistrate,
Tippera.

‘ (b) Does not arise.
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Mr. SHAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state
whether the people of the Madhabpur Union submitted another petition
through the local M.L.A. ¥

The Hon'ble Nawlb MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Baﬁldur:

I am not aware of it, . .

Mr SHAHEDALI: Will the Hon'ble Mitister be pleased to state
if he is aware that after submittiug a  petition when the people
approached the District Magistrate he said that he had recemed such
L]

a petition and was considering ¥
.

The Hon'ble Nawab MUSHAR&IUFF HOSSAIN, Khan ‘lhldllf:

I am not aware of any suchspetitaon. .

Malda District Boarg Election.
*352. Mr. ATUL'CHANDRA KUMAR: (1) Will* the' Tion’ble

Minister in charge of the Local Self-tiovernment Depurtment be pleased
to state when the gext election of the Malda Distiict Bowrd will tuke
place *

(5 Whether the delimitations of constituencies passed by the District
Board have heen approved? o .

() Whether vote will be by hallot or open ?

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca:
(a) Shortly before the expiry of the term of othie of the members of the
present Board on the Tst September, 1910,

(b)y No.  The propusals have not vet been submitted to Govermment,

() The voting will be by ballot.

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(answers to which were laid on the table)

Major repair works for roads and buildings in Calcutta Division.

132. Mr. ABDUR RASCHID MAHMOOD: (a) Will the Hon'ble
Minister in chagge of the Communications and Works Departmented,.s <
pleased to lay on the tabl® a statement showing for the years 1937-38
and 1938-39—

(1) all major repair works for roads and buildings in the three
. * Calcuttg Divisions; the tenders for which were accepted at
some percentage less than the estimated amount; and
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(#) the works executed during the said two financial years show-
ing— .
[}

(1) the estimated ampount for the works,

4
(2) the names of the contractort,

(3) l(ess percentage at whicl* the répair works were given,
(4) total expenditure incurred on the wo?'ké,

(5) the amount, if any, saved by Government due to the
work being given at a less percentage, and

(6) number of supplementary tenders, if any, accepted for
the works?

[ . i -
(b) Were any supplementary tenders accepted at a percentage less
than the estimated amdunt?

(¢) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason for the
supplementary tenders?

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar:
{a) and (b) The information desired by the hon’ble member cannot be
supplied without the engagement of additional staff, expenditure on
which’ T cannot recommend to this House.

(¢) A supplementary tender is necessary when work has to he done
which was not foreseen when the main tender was accepted.

Flood in the northern part of Bakarganj.

133. 8rijut NARENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA: (a) Is the Hon’ble

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department aware—

(1) that owing to flood in  September and  October last, the
northern part of Bakarganj is in distress; and

(it) that the Nazirpur thana in the Pirojpur subdivision was one
of the affected areas?

— «{b) 1 so. will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to stete what steps, if
any, have the Government taken to alleviate the sufferings of the people
of Nazirpur thana in the shape of—-
(1) gratuitous relief;
(1) test relief work: and

(s51) agricultural loan?
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+{c) Is the Hon’blg Minister aware—
(3) that almost all the rivers®of the Pirojpur subdivision have silted
up; and . o

. . *
(é1) that floods in that area are of annual occurrence?

: . . . . .
(d) If the answer to () is iy the affirmative, do the Government
propage to take steps*for preventing recurrence uf flood in that area?

The Hon'ble 8ir BIJOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: {a) Yes.
(1) The following amounts have becn digtributed : —

(1) gratuitous‘relief Ras.sl,2504

(i7) test works Ra. 1,h00; and

(/i) agricultural loan Rs, 11,700,

(c) (1) Four khals oul of many in Pirojpur subdivision dre n:pnrwd to
be in a silted up condition.

{71) A lotal small arca of 10 square miles is affected by floods due to
the silted up condition of drainage khals.
(d) A scheme is under iln‘os&igutinn.

8j. NARENDRA NATH DAS8 CUPTA: Will the Hon'ble Minister
be pleased to state whether the gratuitous relief of Rs. 1,200 was paid
out of the Giovernment fund or fram the Sanvary lmprovement Fund?

The Hon’ble 8ir BIJOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: From Government

fund.

8j. NARENDRA NATH DAS8 CUPTA: Will the Hon'ble Minister
be pleased to let us know whether the money wua< spent from the
Government Fund or from a fund raised by a locul relief committee
under the leadership of the Subdivisional Officer?

The Hon’ble 8ir BIJOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: | believe the

money was spent Jrom the Government Fund.
.

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hoo’hle Minister bhe
pleased to state the place or places where the test work was done?
. ' * . ‘
The Hon'ble 8ir B.HOY PRASAD SINCH R.OY: I ask for notice.
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Differential treatment to clerks with regird to casual leave in Seore-
tariat and attachcd offices.

€ ‘¢ .

134. Maulvi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister
in charge of the Finance Department aware that casual leave is granted
to Government servants— ‘

(3) in the %( retariat proper for 15 days; and’ "

(#) in the offices of the heads of departments and attached offices
" for 10 days?

L}

(b)‘ If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what are.the reasons for
the differential treatment? -

. ‘ . ) .

The Hon'ble Mr. NALIN1I RANJAN SARKER: (2) Yes, under
orders passed in 1910, prior to which as many as 20 days’ casual leave
was allowe(l in the See returlat ' «

h Ilﬂ ause it was held that ministerial officers in the Secretariat
were required, as a class, to attend office on gazetted holidays much
more than other ministerial officers, and because 15 days was allowed
in the Goverument of India Secretariat,

Bus fares in certain Mufassal areas.

)

135, Babu MADHUSUDAN SARKAR: (¢) Will the Hon’ble
Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department he pleased to state
in a tubular form the lengths of—

(7) Pabna-lshurdi tarmacadamised road;

(2t) Nator-Rajshahi;

(177) Chuadangu-Meherpur Distriet Board Road;

(rv) Hili-Balurghat;

(v) Majdia-Khalispur; and
(vi) Chuadanga-Jhenidah District Board roads and the bus fares of
all these roads both for classes, I, IT and III?

(b) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state the rates of freight
of different goods charged in the Pabna and Balurghat out-agency by
motor servicesP

(¢) Whether it ia a fact—
(1) that the Pahna-Ishurdi Road is at present in an improved condi-
tion; and
t (i) that consumption of mobil oil and petrol hy the motor vehicles
and their wear and tear are now lessP
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(d) 1f the answers to (c¢) are in the affirmative, what ateps do the
Government propose to take- for the reduction of passenger fares and
freights on goods charged by the proprietors of motor vehicles plying
on the Pabna-Ishurdi Road?

The Hon’ble Kthj.l 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) A statement is laid on
the table. .

(b),The freigl:t #harged on doods in Balurfhat oulagency is two
annas per maund on all goods except furniture which is four annas per
maund.

Two lists showing the freights charged on different goods in, the
Pabna out-aggncy are laid®on the table. .

(c) (1) Yes. '

(i1) Slightly. * )

(d) Freights on goods are fixed by- the Railway administration,
Reduction would make the fares uneconomic and would lend to ineffi-

eient service.

Statement referred to in the reply o clause (a) to undtarred queation No. 135.

. .
Bus faros.
Roads. Length.
. Ist 2l 3gd
class. clans. |® class.
Miles. Rs. a. Ru. a. Ra. a.
(s) Pabna-Ishurdi Tarmacada- 174 012 0 8 Nil
mised Road.
{1) Nator-Rajshahi Road .. 28 1 0 012 010
(s+4) Chuadanga-Meherpur 18 | As. 12 per single journcy and
Distriet Board Road. Re. 1-4 for return journey for all
the classes
01 0 10 0 8
for single
, - ) journey.
(iv) Hili- Balurghat Road .. 16 7 | 4 P K
for return
. L o | journey.
(v) Majdia-Khalispur Road 15 01330 0 96 0 7.6
(v) Chuadanga-Jhenidah 22 ) 10 for all the classes.
. District Bt;arfi Road. .

-
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Statement veferred to in the reply to clause (b). to unstarred gquestion No. 135
showing the freight charged on goods from, Pabna to Ishurdi and vice versa,

' ‘Li;t’of commodities. ¢ Per
maund,
, As. p.
Salt 20

2. Grain, pulses, seeds common and turmeric .. 20

3. 'Piecegoods, twist and yarn cotton .. © 2 G above 120

! . maunds.
¢. Canister tin sheets .. | . 2 6
5. Diesel oil | 2 6
6. Cocoanut oil 3 0
7. Coir rope, string or yarn 30
8. Paper and pulp board “3 0
9. Empty cask . .. .30
10. Comept ‘ 3 0
11. Soda ash 3 0
12. Iron aud steel division “B"’ 3 v
List of commodities. Per
maund.
As. p
13. TFlour 30 ‘

14. Coal-tar 3 0
15,  Bleaching powder 3.0
16. Stationery and oilmen stores 4 0
17. Jute 110
18. ' Other miscellaneous goods ‘4 0
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Stalement referred lo in fhe reply.to clause (b) lo unstarred queation No. 135 show
ing the combined freights charged on different classes of goods from Caleutia

1o

S oo

~?

© o

10.

11.
12.

13.
14
15.
16.

17.

18.

to Pabna oul-agency via Ishurds and vioce versa.
.

List of commodities.

*

Piecegoods, cloth, yarn and cut picces of cloth, ete.
L]

Betelnut . .. .

Salt (on exceeding 120 maunds from Chitpur Ghat
to Pabna out-agency). *

Coir-rope, thickrope, ete.
Match-boxes

Paste board . .. .
Paper * ;
Diesel oil (Budge-Budge to Pabna out-agency)

Empty drums of Diesel oil (Pabna to Budge-Budge
and Calceutta).

Cement (Calcutta to Pabna out-agency)
Soda (Calcutta to Pabna out-agency)

Hardware, ¢.g., joists, tees, nails, pans, iron nots,
ete. (Calcutta to Pabna out-agency).

Flour (Calcutta to Pabna out-agency)
Cqal-tar (Calcutta to Pabna out-agency)
Stationery articles (Calcutta to Pabna out-agency)

Scented oil and toilet goods (vilman stores) (Cal-
cutta to Pabna out-agency).

Rice (from Chapai-Nawabganj to Pabna out-
agency on &xceeding 300 maunds).

Jute—

Drum | maund
14 maund bale .
3} maund bale .. ..

.t

L

Freight per maund
from Calcutta (Seal-
dah, Nimtola, Cossi-

»re Road, Chitpur-

tadanga, Kidder-
pore Dock) Budge-
Budge and Chapai-
Nawabganj to Babna

out-agencyh via

lahun.ii.

Rs. a. p.

0
0
0

0
0

9
8

6
11
11

0
6
0

6
g

711

10

1 75
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GCambling within Pakundia police-station, Mymensingh. ‘

136. Maulvi MD. ISRAIL: (a) Is the Hon'ble Minister in charge
* of the. Home (Police) Departmént aware—

[ ]
(1) that gambling has been going on at Pakundia and Mathkhola
bazars (polige-station Pakyndia, Mymensingh) for a long
time; and ' o ‘

(7{) that representations (by the local M.I.As. and others) were
“ made to the proper authorities to bt()p the gambling in the
aaid area? '

3

(b) Tf the answer to (11) (71) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble
Minister be pleased to siate what action, if any, has been taken on the
matter?

(¢) In it a fact—

.

'

¢

(7) that sinve then' gambling has been exiended to Kaliachaprs,

Eodalia and Hossaindi bazars; and . .

(+7) that gambling goes on at Pakundia in a plare 300 yards off from
the Pakundia polire-station office and at about 300 yards
away from the police outpost in the Mathkhola bazar?

<

‘
«

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Bengal
Public Gumbling Act of 1867 is in force in the said arca? It not, why
not?

(¢) Do the Government contemplate extension of this Aet throughout
the area? :

The Hon’ble Khwaja S8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (o) (1) No
({0} A representation was made hy Maulvi Muhammad Israil, M a.

(b) and (¢) An enquiry was made with regard fo gambling at Kodalia,
Kaliachapra, Hossaindi, Pakundia and Mathkhola. As a result of the
enquiry it uppears that at Kodalin there was previously gambling but
none at present At Kaliachapra gambling was detected but steps to
prevent it have been taken. At Hossaindi there was previously gambling

™ but it is now stopped, as is also the case at Pakundiat At Mathkhola

there was gambling a vear ago hut none at present.

{d) The Gambling Act is in force at Mathkhola, Pakundia and
Kaliachapra. .

{ .
(e) The question of extension is under consideration.

[
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. Leper beggars in Caloutta.

L]
137. Mr. ABUL HOSSAIN AHMED: (a) Is the Hon'ble .Minister
in charge of the Loca] Self-Government® Department aware fhatethere
is an influx of leper beggars fwom outside into the city of Calcutta?

() If the answer to (@) dx 1n ihe affirmative what steps, if any, have
the (m\ernm«-nt t.xkgn or do they intend tukmg to pretent infection?

THe Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacoca:
(a) Yes.

(& In 1936, the Rotar\ Club of Calcutta approached (xmernvwnt
with a scheme for dealing With the problem of beggars, including leper
beggars, in ('ulvuttu in all its aspects and.the matter was referred to
the Corporation sof (‘alcutta fnr their nplmon The views of the
Corporation have been received and the natter % under the cousidera-
tion of Government.

Post of Director of Land Recprds.

138. Maulvi MD. ABDUS SHAHEED: («) 1s the Hon'ble Miuister
in charge of the Revenue Department aware that the District Revi-
sional Settlements have been stopped?

(b) If the answer to (@) iwin the affirmatives will  the Hu.n’ble
Ministe? be pleased to state the reasons— .

(¢) for maintaining the posts of Director of Land Recordg and his
stafi ; and

(11) for appointing s whole-time Land Revenue Settlement Officer?

(¢) Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that alluvion and deluvion
enquiries are now annually made by the Collectors and abatements of
rents are allowed?

(dy Are the Government considering the desirability of amalgamat-
ing the post of Land Revenue Settlement Officer with that of Director
of‘]mn.d Records?

The Hon’ble 8ir BIJOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: («) Government
have still under consideration the question of taking up Revisional
Settlements on the completion of the major settlement programme which
is now in sight. .

(h) Does not arise, 4

(¢) Yes, but only in estates under direct management of (overn-
ment.

+ (d) Not yet, 5ut the suggestion will receive due consideration at ¢ghe
appropriate time.
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Riot in Cossipore during ‘‘Holi feftival".

139, 8rijut NARENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA: () Is the Hon'ble

Minicter 'in charge of the Hotne Department aware—

(1) that when the Hindus were performing the ‘‘Chanchar’”
ceremony of the holi testival just near the junction of the
Cossipore Rogd and Gun‘Foundry Read at 12 pm. on
Sunday night, ML March, 1939, under the pmte(:tion'of the
police they were suddenly attacked by Mubammadans with
brickbata from a mosque close by which wounded many
Hindus as well as many policenen including the Assistant
Commissioner of DPolice;

(1) that this actiop on the part of Muhammadan hooligans caused
breach of pegee and riot in that quarter;

(9

(#/7) that Hindus sceured poliee licence and police help apprehending
trouble; '

(#2) that in spiic of the riot and interference with the religious rites
of the Hindus no search was made inside the mosque;

() that a large number of Muhammadans werk collected ; but

(1) that practieally no wrvest of these offenders has been made?

(b) Will the Ilon’hle Minister be pleased to state the number of
arresis ntude 1n this connection of (1 Hindus and (2) Muhammadans?

The Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: In the public interest I
do not consider it advisable to reply at this junciure to the questions
asked by the hon'ble member. If the hon'ble member desires to ask
his question at a later date I should be happy to supply the information.
In connection with these questions I would like to point out that the
local Hindus and Muhammadans are entirely satisfied with the police
and have no gricvance against thenm. There wus a meeting of  the
elected represeutatives of the Hindus and Muhammadans of the Chitpore
and Cossipore area for the settlement of communal disputes on  the
afternoon of the 21st. A settloment was reached and at the termina-
tion of the meeting both parties unanimously expressed their thanks to
the police for ably handling a very difficult situation to the satisfaction
of all. Juynarayan Singh. a leader of the Hindu group, also proposed
that there should be a general meeting of the Hindus and Muham-
maduns in grder to express their congratulations and thanks to the local
police for their commendable work. ‘

(Greatest eredit is due to the Commissioner of Police and to all
ranks of the €aleutta Police for the manner in which they localised the
tm‘uhlz- that occurred in the Cossipore and Chitpore afea and succeeded
in preventing it spreading throughout Calcutta.
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8j. NARENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA: l: the Hon'ble Minister
aware that the Hindus were coerced to a compromise by Muzaffar
Hossain of Chitpur thana, by hs indiscriminate arrest of the Hindus
of the locality and secondly by assaulting the Hindus in thagelocyjity
specially in Taranath Dutt Street and thirdly also by threnlenin‘g the
arrest of Jai Narain Singh, ofle of the local influential Hindus?

The, Hon’ble Khwaja Sir mmuuoom, The answers are there

and tﬁe~e suggestions are most improper.

f J

8j. NARENDRA NATH DAS8 GUPTA: Doe~ the Hon'hle Minjster
think that the action of thesPolice Ofticer there was vers propery

Mr. SPEAKER: That is.a mafter of opinion,

.

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BAS8U: If thi~ i~ » question of opinion,
the Hon'hle Minister's xepl\ viz,, the ghestions are most improper, is
also a matter of npmmn Whether the questigns are Bnproper it is
not for the Hon ble Minister to say I the Home Minister thinks that
these questjpns are improper, he shonld draw the aitention of the
Speaker and not arrogate to himself the funetion of the Speaker.

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Basu, being an acute lawyer, should know the
differenge hetween the expressions “the questions are improger” *and
“the suggestions are improper’’,

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon'ble Minister be
pleased to state if the issues thai have been raised will be thoroughly
enquired into and the Hon'ble Minister will supply us definite informa-
tion regarding the charges whether they are proper or improper?

The Hon'ble Khwa]a 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: A< live <aid I am ready

to answer all questions at a later stage if (hey like

*
i .

Conciliation officers for labour disputes in Bengal.

140. Mr. A. M. A, ZAMAN: () Will the Hon'ble  Minister in
charge of the Commerce and Lahour Department be pleased to state
whether there ar® any concjliation officers in Bengal to sattle laBour
disputes between the employers and employees?

(h) If so, what are their functions?

(c) How many labour disputes have they settled in 193R8°

3
(d) What was tBe number of labour disputes in Bengal in 1938¢



“ QUESTIONS.  [18r= Armu,

The. Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: (a) Yes: the Labour
Commissioner and the Assistant Labour Commiseioner were appointed
conciliation officers within the Provifce in July 1938.

(I They are to mediate o or promote the settlement of trade
disputes. . ‘

(¢) Since their appointment they intervened to promote a settlement
in 14 cases involving etoppage of werk and they were successful in 7
of them, The Labour Office also disposed of 153 cdses of minor fiisputes
brought to our notice not involving stoppage of work. In 42 of these
cases the result was successful, another 42 cases were excluded, 17
trafsferred to other departments and in the remaining 52 cases the
result was not in favour of the workers. The conciliation officers kept
themselves in touch with ll disputes, and intervened whenever found
wossible, . . ! : *

(d)y There were in all 158 disputes involving stoppage of work during
1938, besides the 153 cases mentioned of minor disputes not involving
stoppage of work during {he period April to December, 1938,

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon'hle Minister be
pleased fo give us the names of the seven cawes wlere intervention was
successful?

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: | want notice.
. .

‘
’
w

Recommendations of the Chairmen, District Boards’ Conference, 1838,
141. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED AL!: (»» Will the Hon'ble

Minister in charge of the Toeal  Self-Government  Department  be
pleased to lay on the Library table a copy of the proceedings of the
Conference of the Chairmen, istrict Boards, held in November, 19382

(M Have any of the recommendations of the said conference been
given effect to¥ '

(¢) 1 the answer to () is in the negative, or partly in the vegative,
will the Tton’ble Minister be pleased to state which of those  recom-
mendutions have not vet been aceepted, giving reasons thereof?

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca:
The detailed proceedings of the conference which are of a  lengthy
character have not yet been printed. A statement giving a summary
of the recommendations of the conference iy plaeed on the Library
table.  The recommendations are receiving, the considération of Govern-
ment in the various departments,

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It appears from the statement
lajl on the library table that one of the recomiendations of the
Conference was to have a Selection Committee 'consisting of the

[y
t
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Digtrict Magistrate, the Chairman of the District Bogrd and the
District Engineet. Will the Hozl'hle Minister be pleased to state why
effect to this recommendation was not given?

. L P
The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca:

We have not considered the whale report as yet.

. s ® .
otfios of Muhammadan Marriage Registrar at Tajgaon, Daoca.

142, Mr. TARINI CHARAN PRAMANIK: (u) Will the’l[np ble
Minister in (h.lrge of thé «Education (Registrationy  Department  be
pleased to state if it is a fuct that the Offive of the Mubammadan
Marriage Registrar of Tajgaon within Sadar subdivision of Dacea, was
opened at Demra about 10 miles Sway from the said police-station antl
about 20 miles awav from the western extremity of the jurisdiction of
the said police-station and 75 per cent. of persons have to pass through
Dacea city to go to the Muhammadan Mursiage Registrar's Office  at
Demra? .

(b) If the answer to tai is in the aflirmative, do the Government
° . . .
propose to remove the inconvenience of the people of Tajgaon?

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Oun the representation of
the peeple of police-station '[.uj;:uun. which was included within the
jurisdiction of the Muhimmadan Registiar of Juvdebpur ill the end
of last year, a separate Marriage Registration Office with headquarters
at Demra, us wanted by the prople of the thickly-populated area of that
police-station supported by the recommendation of the Inspector of
Registration Offices and the Distriet Registrar, was opened in January,
1939, More than three-fourths of the aren of police-station Tajgaon
Iving to the north is covered by jungle and is not habitable.  Demyra is
the centre ot a thickly-populated area.  The figures of registration of
marriages und divorees of this thana during the years 1936 and 1937
were 43 and 180 respectivelyv,  The Inspector-General of Registration
hys bgen requested to consider in consultation  with  the  Distriet
Registrar, the advisability of the Marringe Registrar holding office at a
convenient place in the south-western part of the area on specifie duys
each week to afford greater facilities (o the people of that locality.

Dpcca-Aricha Roed.

443. Mr. DHANANJOY ROY (o) Will the Hon'hl
charge_of the (ommmmnhom and Works Department be pleased to
wtate whether the Government bave come to u decision about the Dycea-

Aricha Road?
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(b) I s, what is the decision P . .

(c) If the decision is for the constsuction of the road, when dv the
Governn;ent propose to undertake it?

(d) If the decision is agmnst the (onstrucllon, will the Hon'ble
Miniater be pleased to state the reasons for the same?

The Hon'bie Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA NANDY. of Cossimbazar:
It has been decided to ascertain the views of the Provincial Board of
Communications and if they advise accordingly to move the (GGovern-
ment of India to sanction the execution of the project at the cost of the
Road ]’)ewlnpmeni Tund.

Mr. DHANANJOY ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased
fo state how long it will take "o axcertain the views of the Provincial
Board of ('mnlnuniv:lti‘(m?

The Hon’ble Maharaja BRiSGHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar:

I think it will be plarea before the Board in the next month.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be
pleased to state if he is aware that the matter was referred to the Pro-
vincinl Board of Communication at a previous meeting and a portion

of thp road has ulready been approved of?
©

The Hon’ble MaharajJa SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbhazar:

1 believe the matter was disenssed at a meeting of the Board.

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister be
pleased to state whether the Special  Ofticer  has  recommended the
construction of 4,500 miles of rond and has given a 150 yewrs' plan
for that?

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise,

Road construction projects taken up in Mymensingh.
144. Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE ROY CHOUDHURY: (a) Will

the HMon'ble Minister in  charge of the Communications and Works
Department be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing—

Ti\ whal projects of rond construction gpproved b.‘v the Provincial
Board of Communications since the inception of the said
Board were taken up by the Government in the district of
Mymensingh; and .

r(iﬁ what progress, if any, has been made in each instance duriné
each of the h‘m two vears ¥
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(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the full
amount of Ra. 1,74,000 as contemplated under the scheme in regard
to Tangail- Mvmenungh Road (second 5 yvears' programme) was apent
in 1938% . LA

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar:
(@) (7} The Tangail-Mymensingh Road. . .

Thae scheme has*b&n taken up in parts. The first was the construc-
vion of bridges between Mymensingh and Kalihati which work was com-
pleted in 1936-37 at a cost of Rx. 3,62,000.  The second portion avas on
bridge construction betweep Kalihati and Tangail, and the third step
was the improvement of the road surface between Mukiagac ha and
Tangail.

(i7) The construction of bridgeseon the sectiors hetween Kulihati and®
Tangail was started in 1938-39, und the work ie in progress. Likewise
the portion of the se hc-m(- for improving the roa& surfuce was started
from Muktagacha and s(mhnuwl toward? Gabtali. This work ix also
in progress. ¢

(h) The expenditure in the year 1438-39 on the two works mentioned
under (a) (1@ above®is expected {o be just over Ra 2 lukhs.

8hifting of court of Commissioner, Workmen's Compensation.
L) .

- [ ]

145. Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: () Will the Tlon’ble *Minister
in charge of the Labour Departinent be pleased to state whether Gov-
ernment contemplate shifting the court of the Commissioner, Workmen's
Compeunsation, from its presen site to certain rooms on the second floor
of the Mitter's Building on Lyon's Range?

(h) If the answer to (u) is in the affirmative, have the (iovernment
considered the question of inconvenience to the injured workers having
recourse to the said cburt bhefore coming to their decision?

{¢) Will the Hon'bhle Minister be pleased to state—

(1) the purpose for which the Government intend to utilise the

* rooms when vacated by the court; and
(i7) the arrangements made for the accommodation of privy, urinal
and tiffin for the workers for compensation and wages caxes ®

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: (4) Yes, the court was
o4, . . ¢ ¢ -
removed to the building in question on the 22nd March 1949,

(b) Yes.

(¢) (1) Owing to the expansion of the depurtments and offices housed
in, the Writers’ Buildings, Government appointed an Accommodation
Commitiee. The cofirt was removed to its present location in pursusnce
of the Committee’s regommendation.
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(17) ‘1 ynderstand that complaints have been made that the court
bas no privy in Indian style and that the acconimodation provided for
the public is not sufficient. The matter is receiving my attention.

[ ‘e .

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Is thaj Hon'ble Minister aware that
in one case as many as 138 applicants appeared before the Court
to-day ? R )

The Hon’ble Mr. H, 8. SUHRAWARDY: I am not aware of- it.
Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased
to stule if he is aware that in another case against the East Indian
Railwa'y, 150 upplicants appeared before the Court to-day?
L ¢ ¢ "
The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8, SUHRAWARDY: No; I am not aware of
it. .

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: 1s the Hon'Ble Minister aware that
one Abdur Rabman and unother Mansur who came there in connection
with a cuse fainted on account of insufficiency of, accommpodation and
had “to be given first aid to-day?

The Hon’bie Mr, H. 8. SUHRAWAORDY: I am not aware of it.
To-duy ¥ .

Mr, SIBNATH BANERJEE: Yes.

The Hon'bie Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: ] am not aware of it.

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS, feraqy Ty (@ 05 faam sivmes
AW et e f an e o e T ARry enguiry TRGER?

The Hon’ble Mr, H. 8, SUHRAWARDY: Yes, if you like.

Mr, 8IBNATH BANERJEE: The Hon'ble Minister has not under-
stood my question (¢) (1), because he has given quite a different
answer.  The question is, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state
the purpose for which Government intend to utilize the rooms when
vacated by the court? The court was in the Writers’ Buildings.
ThY. has been vacated; for what purpose hfls it been Gone so?P

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: It has been vacated
owing to the expansion of the various departments and I take it that
the accommodation committee will in due course recommend which

department will occupy: the space so vacated.
1
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Post of Circle Offices for Comilla Sadar GCirole.

148, Maulvi MD. HASANUZIAMAN: («) 1s the I{un'bte. Minister
in charge of the Home Department aware that there ix no Circle Officer
for the last 14 montha in Cpmilla Sadar Circle in the district of Tippera®

(b) If the answqx to (a) is ih the affirmytive, will the Hon'ble
Minidter be pleased to state the reasons thereof ?

{€) Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that the Circle Oficer, Laksham,
has been placed in (huu,'e of the entire Sadar circle in ﬂddmon %0 his
own duties? | .

The Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: |l honourable membar
- - .. . . .
18 referred to the answer given on the dth Apwil, 1939, 10 his previous
question, No. 127, on the same subject.
’

L ]
Reduction in the number of traffic police consiables from point duty.

147. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: («) Will the Hon'ble
Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to state
whether it is a fact that on the 5th and 6th March, 1939, almost all the
traffic police constables in Culgutta were withdrawn from point duty?

(b) 1 8o, what was the number of accidents on those dafes?

(¢) 1f the answer 1o (0) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble Minister
be pleased to state whether the Government are considering the desira-
bility of reducing the number of traffic constables from point duty as
a meaxure of economy ¥

1d) If not, why not?

The Hon'’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1) They were withdrawn
on the Gth not on the Hth.
(b)) The number of accidents on the Gth was 31.
*(¢) No.

() No such reduction is possible.

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: With reference to answer (b),
will the Hon’ ble.\lmmter be pleased to state how many of theue_ﬁgcx-
dents were due to the absence of constables?

The Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: T ask for notice.
. ’-
]
Khan Bakadur MOMAMMED ALi: Will the Hon'ble Minister be

pleased to state what,on an average, i~ the numper of street accidenta?
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The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN‘ Fof this again I ask for
notice, but in this case may I point ouf that the suggestion is one which
I didenot’ expect the honourabde member to mdlm lest there should be
no traftic constables on duty?

Appointmont‘ of Officer-in-chatge, Covernment Ipdiastrial Museum.

148. Mr. ABDUL KARIM: (o) Will the Hon'ble Minister in
charge 01 the Industries Department be pleased to state—

(1) whether it is in the contemplation of (Government to appoint
an officer as Officer-in-charge, Bengal Government Industrial
Museum ; ‘

(12) if 80, what has been fixed as Hw grade of pay of the post;:
(1) whether any stlection has already been made; and

(1v) if wo, yho is the person selected and whet educational qualifica-
tion has he had?

(b) 1f the answer to (@) (21/) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble
Minister he pleased to state whether the post will be advertised ?

MINISTER in charge of the INDUSTRIES DEPARTMENT (the
Hor'ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (@) (¢) Yes.

(71) Pay not exceeding Rs. 300,

(z12) No.

(1) Does not arise.

(h) Tt has not vet been decided as to how the post will be filled up.
Pending appointment of the Officer-in-charge, the Murketing and Pub-
licity Oflicer of the Industries Department is carrying on the work in
addition to his duties.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the [Hon'ble Minister be
plensed to state it it is a fact that this post of Officer-in-charge of
Bengal Government Industrial Museum is not oune of those éxcluded
from the purview ot the Provineial Public Servive Commission ¥

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca:
I ¢onnot say off-hand. .

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With 1cference to answer (b),
where he says that it has not yet been decided as to how the post wili
be filled up, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether
ttfe Government will consider the desirability of consulting the Pro-
vincial Public Service Commission in regard to the appointment to
this post? '
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*The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca:
(Government do not consider it destruble to consult the Public Service
Commission.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be
pleased to state why Government do not consider it desitable to consult
the vamual Pybke Service (Omuission? ,

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca:

Government are not prepared to give any reasons, N
*

Dr. NAL'*AKSHA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sue It is
a matter of serious.concern and one of privilege.  The Hon'ble Ministeg
can refuse to give an answer onl\ on tlfe groyud that it is not w the
public interest. If it ix his sweet will to appoing whomsoever he likes
as he has done in the past, it is a matter,for the eriticism of this House
and I submit, Sir, that®it is not within him ta say that the Government
are not prepared to give any reasons. *

Mr. SPPAKER! | think | might say that the only ground on
which Government, under any system of parliamentary Government,
could decline to give an answer is that it is not in the inlerests of the
public to do so and I hope thae the fon'ble Minidter will kindly keep
that in regard.  Afrer ali, this ix only a question of nomen®ature,

The Hon’ble Nawah Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoca:
Government feel that the department ttselt i~ quite able to appoint this
officer without going to the Publie Serviee Commission,

Mr. SPEAKER: There is o certain amount of misapprehension in
regard to this point. What Dr Sanyal wants to know is whether this
post is a post which Government are entitled to fill up without going
to the Public Service Commission: otherwise all these questions do
not arise. The guestion is whether this post is a post which ought
to be fidled up by the Public Service Cominission or not.

Dr. NALINAKSHA S8ANYAL: Hc¢ has alrendy answered that.

Mr. SPEAKER: | am afraid, Nawab Salnb, all your gnswesesre
wrong. In answer to (b) ysu say that it has not yet been decided as
to how this post will be filled up and Government cannot now definitely
say that they will fill it up themselves

) v- ’ '

The Hon’bie KHwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: i that is so, then the

other questions are alpo not in order. .
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Mr. SPEAKER: I think that the ‘Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin' is
under a misapprehension. The reasdn why I allowed them is that
ever thuough the question of how a particular appointment is to be
filled up may not be decided, a part:cular post may be filled up tem-
porarily.

The Hon’blo Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: .Tqmporar\ gppoint-
ments do not go to the Public Service Commission. That is obvious
and everybody knows it.

L[]

Mé. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: The Hon’ble Minister said
““Govetnment are not prepared to give any reasons’”’. That certainly
48 not obvious.

The Hon’ble Khwafa Sir NAZIMUDDIN: We expect the mem-
bers to know the procedure.

'

‘. * N ¢
Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon'ble Minister he
pleased to state whether he wants to make the appointment temporary
only to keep the Public Service Commission out of 1{?

Mr. SPEAKER: That guestion does not arvise.

¢ +

Dr. NALINAKBHA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Mitister be
pleased to stute how long the present incumbent, the Marketing and
Publicity Officer of the Industries Department, has been holding the
pust of Officer-in-charge, Government Industrial Museum, and, if it
is more than six months, whether it has ceased to be a temporary post
in the definition of Government?

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The Hon'ble Minister has stated
that pending appoinfment ot the Officer-mm-vharge, the Marketing and
Publicity Officer of the Industries Department is carrying on the work.
How long has he been doing so¥ How long has the present incumbent
been holding that post?

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: He is not holding that
pdsu. v «

Dr. NALINAKSHA S8ANYAL: How long has he been carrying
on that work?P i
t .

The Hon'ble Nawah Khwajs HABIBULLAH' Bahadur, of Daoca:

For about 2 or 3 manths. .
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Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be
plepsed to state whether the officer is given the same salary as that of
the Marketing and Pubhclty Qfficer or is given any other salary
different from that of his substantive post?

The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, o1 uacoa:
The same salary. .

.
.

Dn NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Nothing *more ¥

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, M‘Dlgot:
No. ’ .

.
.

Dr. NALINAK_SHA SANYAL: He is getting Rs. 100 mo.re.

Anglo-Indian and Musllm women representatives.on the Bengal Board
of Censors.”

149, Miss P. B. BELL-HART: («) Will the Hon'ble Minister in
charge of th¢ Home ,(Political) Department be pleased to state whether
Anglo-Indian.und Muslim women are represented on the Bengal Board
of Censors?

(b) If the answer to (a) is iy the negative, will the Hon'ble Mxmster
be pleased to state what are the reasons? .

(¢) Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that there is a vueancy at present
on the Bengal Board of (ensors?

(d) If so, is the Hon'ble Minister considering the desirability of
filling the same by an Anglo-Indian or Muslim woman?

The Hon’bie Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (¢) No.

(b) There are no speeial reasons. There are already two women on
the Board.

(¢) There was u vacancy in the seat reserved for the Bengul Chamber
of Gommgerce. but it has since been filled.

(d) Does not arise.

Percentage of 8cheduled Castes in Covernment offices.

[
150. Mr. MONOMOHAN DAS: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state—

(7) .the total number and the names of all the departments under
the Govemment of Bengal; and
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(#%) the total number of the employees serving under the Govern-
" tnent in the various departments specifically mentioning the
number of the Muhammgadans, Caste Hindus and the
Scheduled Castes, department by department, and also
district by district; separately?

[ ]

(b) If the number of employees belonging to the Scheduled Castes
is pot proporkionate to their population basis, are the Government
considering the desirubihty of fixing the percentdge of the Scheduled
Castes in the services of all the departments under the Government of
Bengal so as to fill up the quota of service of the Scheduled Castes
within five years by appointing candidates from the Scheduled Cunstes?

The Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) I regret that the
dnformation asked for by the honourable wember is not readily available
and its compilation will entail a degree of labour and expense which I
am not prepared 1o yndertake.

(b) The whole question of communal représentation in the services
is under the (mmidem'ti();: of Govermment. )

Mr. MONMOHAN DAS8: Iu reply to questigu (a) it is said 1
regret that the information asked for by the honourable member is not
readily available’. 1 submit that T am really in need of the informa-

tion. What is my remedy?
1

‘
Mr. SPEAKER: | am also very greatly in need of it. but it does
not arise here. (Laughter))

Appointment of Go-operative Inspectors and Auditors in 1837,

151, Babu PREMHARI BARMA: («) Will the Hon’ble Minister
in charge of the Co-operative (redit and Rural Indehtedness Department
be pleased to state—

() the number of Co-operative Inspectors and Auditors appointed
since 1937

(12) the number of—

(1) Muhammadans,
(2) Caste Hindus, and
(3) Scheduled Castes Hindus so appointed;
<(a7n') the names of the Scheduled Castes Inspec'tors and Auditors

appointed showing the communities and the districts to
which they belong to; and

(1v) whether the appointment of Co-operative Inspectors and

‘ R .
Auditors have been made on territorial basis?
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(b) If the answer to (a) ({v) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble
Minister be pleased to state whether the unit for such temtomal basis
wie a district or a division?"

L]
(¢) If the appointments were not made on territorial basis will the
Hor’ble Minister be p}eased to state on what basis were they*inagde?

MINISTER in charge of tho CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and
RURAL lNDﬁQTEDNESS * DEPARTMENT (the  Hon'ble
Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick): The honourable member 18 referred to
the answers given to starred questions Nos. 204 and 308 at the current
session of the Assembly. ‘

Abolition of primary girls’ schools.
L] .
.

152. Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: () 1s the Hon'oie mnisior
in charge of the Education Department aware thiat cn the antroduction
of the free primary scfools under the Néw Sgheme n the Provinee, the
primary girls' schools m the villages are going, to be abolished ¥

(b) Are the Government considenug the desirabdity ot making
separate artangem®nt for the education of the Mushim girls¥

() If the answer to (h) i~ in the athrmative, what steps, it any,
do the Government propose taking in this matter?

. .
.

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: /o) It is not correct to suy
that the girls' schools will be abolished.  On the other hand, these
schools may be eligible for grants-in-ard if they <atisfy the rules. In
areas where the maintenance of separate girls’ schools as required by
the rules becomes impossible, the Primary Education Committee have
suggesied co-education up to classes 1 and I and arrangements for
separate teaching of the gurls in the higher classes. This recommenda-
tion will be duly considered by Government.

(b) The arrangements referred to above will, when given effect to,
apply to Muslim girls as well.

* (¢)*Does not arise.

Non-introduction of free primary and aduit education in certain
distriots.
L]

133. Mr. MD. BARAT ALI: (2) Is the Hon'ble Minister in charge
of the Education Depurtment uware that fiee lnim 1y and adult educa-
tion has not yet bepn introduced in the remaining distriets, i.e., Pabna,
Bogra, Ra)shahx, gtc., with taxation even? ’
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(b) 1f the answer to (4) is in the affirmative, are the Government
considering any desirability to do so at an early date?

(c) What are the reascns for the delay?

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HYQ: (2) and (b) Yes.

(¢) Does not arise.
L)

8ilting up of the Amirganj khal,

154, Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: (a) Is the Hon'ble Minis-
ter in charge of the Communications and Works Department aware—

(2) that a canal ;mfn{larly known as “Amirganj khal'’ issued from
the Dalardi river on the north of Torkey Bander wunder
police-station  Gournndi in the district of Bakarganj bad
been, till very recently serving the twotdistriets of Bakarganj
and Faridpur both as a major waterway and a drainage;

(1) that the mouth of the said **Amirganj khal” has of Jate become
silted up affecting communication and health of the public
in an area of about 150 square miles;

(@) that the Circle Officer, Mr. 8. (Niakravarty, of Madaripur, dis-
strict Faridpur, noted on the 12th December, 1938, in his
Inspection Report of the Gopalpur Union Board under police-
station Kalkini, district Iaridpur, to the effect that owing
to the silting up of the mouth of the “Amirganj khal” both
communication and drainage in the Unions of Kulkini
(police-stution  Kalkini, district  Faridpur), Kbanjapur
(police-station (ourandi, district Bakargan)) and Gepalpur
(policesstation Kalkini, district Faridpu) had heen seriously
affected : and

(¢v) that the said Circle Officer in his <uid repomt suggested that
the dredging of the mouth of the ““Amirgunj thal” by the
Irrigation Department was the only way by which not only
the communication and drainage could be improved but also
the ravages of malarin  and kala-azar prevuiling in  the
locality could be considerably diminished?

b 1 H;e answers to (a) are in the affirmative, has the Hon'ble
Minister considered the desirability of undertaking as early as possible
the dredging of the mouth of the said ““Amirganj khal’’?

RS

«) If not, why not?
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The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbezar:
(8) (i) A khal known as ““Amirganj khal’ serves only 3 Unions, namely,
Gopelpur and Kalkini in Fandpur district and Khanjapur in Bakarganj
district.

. A ®
(1) The khal has recently been silted up, but this has not affdcted
public health in any way. Th& area served by the khal dues not exceed

20 square miles. .

(t43*Yes. Theimspection wus made on tha 4th December, 1938,
(iv) Yes.

(b) and (¢) The Circle (Jﬁiwl has no technical knowledge of (Ixam-
age or of dredging. I have called for an expression of expert npmmn

Agricultural loan and gratuitous relief in Jessore,

155. Khan Bahadur' MAULANA AHMAD ALI ENAYATPURI:
Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the vanue Bepuriment be
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing for every thana of the
Jessore dlstn.ct and jfor the period ending 31st January, 1939—

(a) the number of receipts of agricultural loan and gratuitous
relief; and

(b) the amount received by’ way of such loun and rn]ief?. .

The Hon'ble 8ir BIJOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: A statement is
laid on the Library table.

Nominations for promotion of Sub-Deputy Collectors to posts of
Deputy Collectors.

156. Maulvi MD. HASANUZZAMAN: () Will the Hon’ble
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleared o state whether
any® nominations huve been called for from the District Officers for
appointment as Deputy Collectors by promotion from the Sub-Deputy
Collectors during the last three years?

(b) If the answer to (@) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble Minister
be pleased to state whether it is in the contemplation of hoverg_x_nent
to consider the cases of those officers who are likely to be ake-barred ?

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of removing
the question of age-bar?

(d) It not, what are the reasons?
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The Hon'bls Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes.
(b) Does not arise.

(¢} and (d) There is no bar regarding the age at which an officer may
be promgted, provided that he has been recommended for promotion
befort reachmg a certain age. (fovernment cansider the retention of
this provision tends to ensure that officets recommended for promotion

+ are in every way fitted to the duties which they w1ll be called upon to
perform in a dew sphere

Adjournment motion,
N L]
Mr., SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Sir, 1 have iven notice of
a motion that the business of the Assembly do ngw adjourn for the
‘purpose of discussing' a defivite mitter of urgent public importance
and of recent occurrence, namely, the situation arising out of the
Hon'ble the Chief Mlnhteh presidential addiess at  the Bengal
Provineial ,\‘l}\nlun Leagwe Session held in Calputia on 3th Apil 1939

\

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, T have got your motioh, but & understand
there is also a short-notice question, notice of which has been given by
Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy  So tar as this question is conecerned, unless
a copy of the whole® speech is before ne, it ix very difhicult for me to
decide s to whether the motion i~ in order What T propose to do
18 to waive the urgency of the matter and to wait till an answer i3
given to the short-notice question.

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: T have not got any reply to my

short-notice question.

Mr. SPEAKER: TUsual steps have been taken. The practice is
that we must obtain the consent of the department concerned. 1 have
sent the question to the department aund am waiting to see whether
Government will give their consent to answer the question. In gase
the question 15 answered some official intormation will be available, and
this will help me to decide whether the motion is in order.

Mr. KIRAN S8ANKAR ROY: The Hon'ble the Home Minister is
preseut heve, and I would ask him whether he is prepsred to reply now.

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have not received
the short-notice guestion; it may be in my offic e,\but I have not seen
itvyet.

.
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Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir. the notice of this question
was given in time. and you pre aware of the importance ofsthe matter.
The head of the Provineial Goveynment.... .

Mr. BPEAKER: ] have already suggested n course whitll appears
to me to be a simple one, bub I have got to be satistied about the truth
or otherwise of the statement alleged to have been wmade by the
Hon'ble the ChieY %liniiter.

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: | huve got a statement,
Sir, which T am just handing over to you for vour perusal.

(At this stage Mr. San\al handed over some papers to My Spvn.kur.)

L]
Mr. SPEAKER: Fven now, on a matter like this, T must be
satisfied as to whether the facts'are correct or*not. Mi. Sanval, yol

ought {o have given it to me hefore '
L4

.
Dr. NALINAKSHA S8ANYAL: Under swhat rule, Sir?
.
L]

Mr. SPEAKER: [nder the rule of sutisfying me.

Besides® there 15 another reason why T do not like to take 1t up
to-day. The Honhle the Chief Minister's duughter is seriousty 11l at
Dacen, and he had to leave by aertoplane to see hersand 1 do not think
it would he proper to take thA matter up in his* abaence.

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: [u view of that information,
Sir. 1 do not think it would he proper to press for thisx motion being
taken up to-day.

Mr. SPEAKER: On technical ground also T must say that 1 will

bave to go through it, and then T shall give my decision to-moriow,

Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: 1o | understand that you

have waived the guestion of urgency?®
q A

* Mn SPEAKER: That question does pot arise now. [ shall decide
it after going through the speech, us =oon as the Hon'ble the Chief
Minister is here.

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: KNir, there must have heen
official reportery present at this meeting, and the Hnn'hl'e tlhg Home
Minister may be pleased ta supply vou, Sir. with a copy of the official
report of the speech.

The Hon'ble, Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: N officiul reporiers were
present. - '
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Mossage from His Excellency the Covernor.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 may just inforn the honourable members that
His ,E’xcellency the Governor has been good enough to send a telegram
to me about the sad death of Mr. Birendra Nath Mazumdar to the

following effect: ¢

“Would voa please convey to the relatives of Mr. Birendra
Majumdar my sincere sympathy in their tragic loss? 1 trust
Mr. Monorunjan Banerjee is progressing satisfactorily.”

I propose to send a replyv. Accordingly, I went to the Medical
College Hospital at 12 o'clock this morning. Mr. Banerjee is really
in a very serious condition, and it is nof yet possible to sayv definitely
ar to how things will turn out.  He is still being given injections. and
oxygen is being administered.' .

1

GOVERNMENT BILL
The Caicutta Municipai (Amendment) Bili, 1939.

The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIRULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca:
Sir, ¥ beg to move that the Caleutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill,
LR J—

Dr. NALINAKS8HA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. May I
draw vour attention to the list of business for yesterday and to-day in
which it appears that there are three important pieces of legislation?
The first relates to the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, the
second to the Calcuita and Suburban Police (Amendment) Bill, and
the third to the Dentists Bill. I submit that it is an accepted
principle of parlinmentary legislation that a Bill which has reached
an advanced stage should be first disposed of so that legislation may
not be unnecessarily delayved or held up. In this case I find that the
second aud third Bills—the Culcutta and Suburban Police (Amendment)
Bill and the Dentists Bill—have been passed by the Bengal Legislative
Council. That being so, these Bills admittedly are in a more mature
position than the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill dealing with
electorates. “In this connection, Sir, we have a specific rule—Section 19
of the Rules and Standing Orders—relating to private Bills,
where it has been definitely stated that Bills originating in
the Assembly which have been sent to the Council and Bills
originating in the Council which have been sent to the Assembly
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have precedence oyer other Bills, and even before that the
Governor's Bills and messages dave got precedence. The question of
precedence in the case of a private Bill is definitely laid dqwn in the
rule, and so far as Government business is concerned. it is feft to
Government to follow the cdnvention, because in the cuse of private
member's Bills the convention would be difhicult to follow in that the
Bills coming frm;n the other House will be placed before us, and
imm&diately some one of us will have to take up that Bill as a Bill of
this House. I submit, Sir, it would not be proper from the point of view
of parliamentary procedure to take up thix Calcutta M'\miyipul
(Amendment) Bill at thid stage which isx less advanced before the
other two Bills, which are more advanced, have been disposed, of. It
would after all mean one day. I submit, that would create a precedent
which might be taken ill by the dther House, blcause they might think
that although they have sent an important piede of legislation passed by
them. that is being held up by this House which’is tauking itx own time
in passing a piece of legislation which is, considered essential and
necessary. In view of this. Nir, would you be pleased to direct Govern-
ment to proceed with the other two Bills first and thereafter 1o take
up the Caleutta Meunicipal (Amendment) Bill?

Mr. SPEAKER: There 15 no doubt that one of the principles of
legislation is that mature Bills <hould be tuken up first, but at the
sume time | do think, and Dre Sanyal will alvo dgree with me, that if _
there are Government Bills, Government will decide the matter. You
are not to look to one principle merely: in any case, so far us the present
Government position i3 concerned, the rule is definite that the
Government has to decide the matter, and 1 do not think 1 am
entitled to interfere with it. Government hasx made a selection of
order, and I cannot change that order.

-

The Hon’hle Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daocoa:
Sir. 1 beg to move that the Caleutta Municipsl (Amendment) Bill,
1939, as modified by the Select Committee, be tuken into considera-
tipn.

Mr. SPEAKER: Motions Nos. 1 and 2 are not in order.

Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Sir, we would like to know
the fate of the amendments, notices of which have been sent=wo you.
A large number of amendments have been cireulated with the heading
that they are under your consideration.

Mr. SPEAKER: I can say at once that it would be better “that
you should know the exact position.
]
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What I' propose to do with reference to the Money-lenders Bill is
this: [ propose to circularise a listle ahead the motions which I
considergd. subject to their being tuken up in the House. to be in order,
8o thit the position may be clarified.

As for this Bill, T might say that motion< Nos. 1 and 2 are not in
order, . .

Then the last part of 'motion No. 7 is not in orler, because it,deals
with adult male franehise.  In other words, the general principle
which § ahall follow is this: anywhere where the question of franchise
i ifvolved, that is outside the scope of thiy Bill.  Franklv, this Bill

does not deal with franchise; therefore it 1< out of order.
[ ]
So far as the Scheduled Castes motions are concerved, they have

kiven me considerablec difficulty.  T+have come to the conclusion for
the time being that, uniess 1 hear something later on at a relevant
stage, uny motion for giving separate electorate 10 the  depressed
classes is not within the scopé of 1his Bill.

So far as the amendments in which it is propored that. i1vstead of
sepurate electorate, joint electorate should he given. they are in order,
on the ground that this Bill 1s really touching the preseat provision
under which joint electorate prevails.

Recommittal to a different Committee is not in order. The question
of franchise also is noY in order. ' )

So, an this basis, vou can follow up in the mean time.  If not to-day,
then to-morrow, 1 may be able to ciicularise so fur as the later stages
are concerned, and the motions which 1 consider to be admissible will
be cireulated within the course of a day or so.

Mr. BIRAT CHANDRA MANDAL: Sir. on, « point of order

Mr. SPEAKER: | will tuke up your point ut the time when a
particular motion is under discussion.

Mr. BJRAT CHANDRA MANDAL: Sir, | am not moving my

. . . ¢ t
motion, because you have said that my motion 18 not 1 order. But on

a point of ovrder T would like to say

Mr, SPEAKER: 1 have not yvet decided whether your motion is
in order or not. That is the opinion which T shall hold, until T hear
from The member that he has got anything to say to fhe contrary.

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: That i~ an intemm

decision. -
<

«

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, are you moving motion No. 39
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Or. NALINAKSHA BANYAL: Yes, Sir.

1 3
Mr. RASIK LAL  BISWAS, , S ST agwendment
HOHT WTE, O MO move  FAAH WATE AFY (F f5707 (ATCR (WCH A
WIS T ST AW @A AT s

Mr*8PEAKER: * 1 cannot de that. 1 hate only given an outline
of what I propose to do, and I have sand that either to-day or to-morrow
we ghall be able to know what the exact position js. .

L

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: On o pomnt of information, Sir. 1 any
.
member allowed 1o come to the Chamber with a stick in hand?

L]
(Dr. NaLiNaksHa Saxvar: Heisdly J

Mr. SPEAKER: Yeg- if an lmnuurul'nln- menber is sick, or lame.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: My Speaker, Sir. 1 beg to move
that the Bill be recommitted to the original Seleet Committee  with
instructions "to rvpu’rt by the 31st Julyv, 1990 and the quorum of the
Committee be fixed at <even.

Sir, I will mot make o Joug speecl on this myetion hecause 1 feel
that alk that could be <aid on The character of this Bill has been wery «
ably explained and placed betore the House by onr esteemed .(,-u]](-u;(uu
Mr. Santosh Kumar Buasu in the beginning.

I submit, Sir, that, ~o far as this Bill 15 concerned. it has emerged
practically in the same torm as it was presented to the Hounse, doing
very little eredit to the work that the Select Commitiee has done. Tt
is quite possible; and T feel that it is one of the main veasons, that the
Committee was put tu very strenuons work, when the House was in
session. that the members could not apply their minds to the different
provision~ of the Bill 10 the same extent as the importance of the Bill
demanded. I submit., theretore. that, without rushing through the
Bidl ins the manner Government is attempting to do, thi< Bill should
be allowed to take the usual vourse of time and that it should be
examined with all the attention that it requires,

In particular. Sir, 1 would draw your attention to the two mosi
important questions involved in the Bill. The first important guestion
is the question 8t electorates. With regand to elertorates, thee has
been 8 good deal of discusiion in the ¢ity of Caleuttn and in Bengal
as 2 whole,—not merelv in conneetion with this Bill but also generally
in connection with our politieal framchise. I submit that there has
been a ‘good deal of difference of opinion shown and there has beop a
conflict of views expressed in this respert  In East Bengal, where
local bodies at the present moment have got gjoint electorates as iw
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West Ber'gal, there has been probably- a. strong section of Hindu
public who would feel that separate electorate would be helpful to
them. Jn the West Bengal, on the contraty, both Hindus, ax well as
Muh'ammadans, have preferred to have joint electorate. Even those
who wax eloquent in the House to-da¥ on the virtues of separate
electuratew—tdke for instance my friend Mr. Abdul Bari—if he would
remember his’ old speeches,—have not failed to I‘E('pgmse what virtue
there is in the joint-electorate system. In the new company Mr Bari
is now passing his days, of course, he might have changed his views,
but I believe his heart still remains sound, and if he is ever reclaimed
from -his present associates, probably he &ill give his very valuable
service to the cause of the nation once again. I submit, Sir. that in
a matter like this public opinion must and should receive as much
“attention as possible.” To recommif this Bill to the Select Committee
does not necessarily meéan that the Select Committee would go to the
public for eliciting public opinion, but yet it will have some time to
examine the implications of separate electorate in the light of its
effects on the whole bhody politic of this provinee, and probably the
Select Committee might advise the House, if it applied its mind
properly, not to proceed with the Bill in the férm in 'wshich it has
been presented.

The second and the most nnpmt.mt principle of the Bill is the
disk-ibuiion of smts Thix Bill covers a wide range of wards—wards
which have very different characteristics—with respect to the number
of population in the different wards, the number of rate-payers, the
number of voters of different communities and the progress maintained
during the last few years in the number of voters. population, and
rate-payers of those respective wards. My esteemed friend Dr. Syama-
prasad Mookerjee made it perfectly clear. when this Bill was first
introduced, that there had Dbeen considerable injustice—in fact,
almost shocking injustice—done fo @ particular community 1n the
proposal contaived in this Bill, so far as the distribution of seais is
concerned.

Even if we ussume that the total number of seats to be allotted to
a particular community should remain where they have been recom-
mended, there probably is much scope for redistribution of those
numbers in the different wards. The Select Committee, I am afraid,
could not apply their mind in the short period of time available to
them., *n the detailed examination, ward by ward, ef the position of
different communities and rate-pavers anl voters. I believe that if
they get a little more time, they would bring out something which
would have some fairer basis, and some more just attempt to deal
wi(th the question of distribution of seats fairly. I submit, therefore,
thut this Bill be recommitted to the Select Committee. There has
been no other sinister, purpose that I had in moving this motion and
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I ‘believe that t!le Ho‘n'blg Minister higmelf will agree andsappreciate
that a matter like this should not be lightly treated. The whole of
Calcutta has been tor long time complaming abour difficulties due
to mal-distribution of repfesentation. e

I come from one of the nawly-developed areas ot Calenttn, and in
that area, ward No. 27, during the last  tew vears the number of
residential houses "has gone up by abour 8 tinn"e; the ;'mpu]miun has
gone @ by nv:n‘]y.l“ times, and the amount of rate paid has gone up
by 20 times and rvet the representation has remained what it was 10
or 15 vears ago. T submit that this has done the people of that grea
great immjustice. | think it (he Seleet Committee have w littles more
time, they would certainly deal with distribution of seats more Juirly.
With this submissjon. I move my motion and 1 expect  that  the
Honble Minister will have no difficulty sin acedping i, ’

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Nir. | Beg to move that the
Bill e recommitted toy the Select Committes consisting, of the same
members as betore with instructions to submit their report by the IHth
Mav, 1939, and that the quorum ot the Select Comnittee he fixed as
before. . »

Sir. T think T should not inthet o long speeel upon the  House,
The matter has been very well diseussed by my triends, My, Santosh
Kumar Basu and the previous speaher, and 1o was abso well discusged
by our esteemed triend, Mr. Syvamaprasad Mooketjee, when fhe Bill
was introduced by Government,

It pains we to think that we are hiving as if m the medieval age.
Religion must he divorced from  polities.  Whenever  we  talk  of
polities we talk ot religion as well. Though we are talking of the
democraey ot the 20th Century i the year 1939, 1t <eems that we are
really living in the medimval age of the Hith Century, and T am quite
sure that the freedom of India will not be obtained unless we are
prepated fo divoree religion trom polities T must give a warning to
my friends both on this side as well as on the other side that we must
be prepared to intellectualise our religion.  Unless we do so, we would
be playing ipto the hands of the foreigners in this country. This Bill,
as it is, shows that we are playing into the hands of foreign exploiters
in this country. It this Bill is passed. power will go not into the
bhands of Hindus or Muslims but into the hands of foreign exploiters,
as in this House power is really centred in foreign exploiters and
the country has to depend ou the votes of Eutopeans for cafrying on
the administration of Government, and 1f this Bill is  pussed,
we shall have to depend on the foreigners for vcarrying on the
civic administratign as well. My friends on both sides must realise
that we must live tagether. There are different ways of settling thk
question. It pains me to think that people are t.alking of the method -
~ .
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of segregation: some talk offthe method of subJectwn. some talk ‘of
the method of conflict and some falf of the méthod of latssez fazre
In b()]\ jng this question, we should not think of the method of segre-
gutldn We shall have to live here together. It is impossible to think
that there would be a Hindu India and a Muhammadan India. The
question will have to be solved by us by individually feeling that we
are Indians first and Muhammadans or Hindus nest. If vou do not
feel Like that, it is impossible to think of freedonf f India. We must
be prepared to intellectualise our religion and divorce religion from
politick.  With these words, T commend my motion to the acceptance
of this House. .

« Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir,d beg to move that
the Bill be re('umnnitwl to the Select Committee with instructions to
submit their report by the 30th April, 1439.

After all that has been satd, I think not many words are necessary
in support of my amendment. At the outset 1 would urge this point
in favour of my amendment that when the Bill wa~ under the con-
sideration of the Select Committee nobody was #ware of the opinion
ot the Caleutta Corporation regarding this Bill.  Their  considered
opinion is now public property.  The Corporation at its meeting held
ongthe 31st Mureh passed the followivg resalution with regard to this
Bill, vi%.,— .

“Whereas in the opinion of the Corporation the Government has
failed to satisfuctorily explain, in the Statement of  Objects and
Reasons attached to the Bill, the necessity of altering the present
svalem of the joint electorate for the purpose of election to the
Corporation, explaimng the desirability to form separate consti-
tuencies for the Scheduled Castes, and whereas, in the opinion of the
Corporation, neither the undue weightage given to the Muslims nor
the allotment of seats to their respective areas is  justified, this
Corporation oppueses the principles and details of the Bill.”

Now. Sir, what 1 would say 1s that we have got a definite opi‘nion
of the Caleutta Corporation against this Bill.  The Select Committee,
when it was sitting, could plead 1gnorance of the opinion of the
Caleutta Corporation—at least they could not weigh the opinion of the
Corg~ratjon in coming to their decisions on tllisoBill. When the
Caleutta Corporation has now expressed dts opinion, I think it would
be only fair on the part of the Government to take that opinion into
their considerntion and reconsider the decisions that have been arrived
gt in the Select Committee. In favour of my proposal for recommit-
ting the Bill to the Select Committee 1 would urge this as my first
point.

.
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\ Secondly, Sir, if the large number & amendments a appenring on
tht order paper be aay imdex of the mentality of the members of this
House, then, T think, it will nof be unfair on my part to ascume that,
if not all. many sections of this House dp not agree with the qmmuons
of this Bill even as they have heen wpnr\vd by the Select Committee.
When that is the case, | tlfink matters will mmprove if the Bill be
recommitted to the Neleet Committee for they will pow have the
uppur.umit_v ot comgidering the  Bill atresh, with  all the suggested
amendments before them, and it the Seleet Committe take the amend-
ments into their consideration and can arrive at w tresh decision on
the Bill, it will be of much help indeed and wake matters smooh In
thisx view also, | urge thit the Bill be recommitted 1o the * Seleet
Committee. .

] . »

Mr. SPEAKER: [ am very doubtful whether the second part of
the amendment of Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar 1s«an order. T have not
been able to come to "a decision whetlter “Indian Clivistians™ cones
within the scope of the Bill, and following the convention, 1 would
lenve it to the decision of the House without giving any decision myself,

» [

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: ! wmn not moving that puit of

my amendment, Sir.

I bag to move that the BuT he recommutted to “the Select (onmnllw
with instructions to make provision for--

() doint electorate for Muslims with reservation of seats
with instructions to submit their report as soon as possible and that
the quotum of the Select Committee be fixed as was originally proposed.

Mr. SPEAKER: Will vou move No. 8 sub-cluuse (1) also?

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SBARKAR: | beg to move that the B~
be recommitted to the Seleet Committee with a view to make the
followtng additional provision in the Bill, namely, to abolish nomina-
tion and to allot hitherto nominated seats to different constituencies
proportionately, with instructions to submit their report hy 31t July, s
1939, and that the quorum of the Select Committee be fixed at five.

[ ] - ou— .
Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, will you not permit him to e

combine the two?

Mr, SPEAKER‘ I will. Mr. Sarkar, T think you had botter

combine your two motwm viz., 7(a) and 8(iv).
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Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: At the time when the Bill was
Brst introduced I asserted that the Bill a» drafted if passed into law
will jeopardise the interests of the Sfussalmans of Bengal. I still
mairtpin ¢hat position even aiter the Bill has come out from the Select
Commitiee. Apparently il is thought that this Bill if passed into law
will curtail the power of the Hindus in the Calcutta Corporation, but
on closer analysis it will be found that it is not ,so. In the Bill,
provision has been made for giving 46 seats to the Hindus andvtl)‘ut of
the proposed nominated members, at least one seat will go to the
backward Hindus.

Provision has also heen made for labour seats and I am convinced
that from this constituency only Hindus will be elected.  Then again,
out of fhe 12 seats for special interests at least one-third or one-fourth
¢f the members will ceme from the Hindu community. Therefore in
my opinion 52 members .at least will come from the Hindu community
in a House of 99. The question of curtailing the power of the Hindus,
therefore, does not arise.  What is going to hé done is to curtail the
power of the h:xtinmn]ift Hindus. By careful manipulation the party
in power will bring in some Hindus who always stand against the
cause of nationalism, T mean, the capitalists ang the vested Hindu
interests

Again you are introducing  separate  electorate for the Muham-
madans. 1 think thes will be againg the interests of the Bengali
Mulmgdans, and for the country as a whole separate electorate has
got a history of its own. It was introduced in 1906. At that time
a deputation of the Muslim League waited on Lord Minto and propesed
that certain sections of the Muhammadans only should be enfranchised
and not (he whole communits.  Thev proposed that only the Mubam-
madan  zemindars, the  Muhammadan  pleaders, the Muhammadan
merchants, the members of the distriet boards and Councillors of the
wunicipalities, graduates of some  vears” standing and some other
representatives of special interests <hould only be entranchised. The
sdeputationists were ot the opinion that the masses of the Muham-
vmadas community should not be enfranchised and they gave their
reasons in support of that view. In pressing their point thew stated
“we therefore submit as a standard of adequate represenfation that
the members of the Muhammadan community on the several couneils
should be so fixed that if the Muhammadans were to join with certain
menbers of what may be called *non-partisan’ members to receive their
suppod’ - i, any particular  question, the issue mwmy be decided
accordingly.”  These non-partisan, wmembbrs as we know are the
Furopean members and the nominated group from the Government
block. This idea wuas made very much clear when a respectable
Myhammadan member of the Government gave his reason subse-
quently. He said “1 do wot think. however. that' the assumption is

[
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r&ht that the Muhammadans who would he returned to the Legislative
OCouncil on an extended franchke will not be anti-British, There is
already the beginning of a movement a3 the present woment*apongst
the vounger sertion of the Mulammadans which is anti-British and
decidedly antagonistic to the® opimion ot the elder and sober section of
the Muhammadays © . '

That gentleman alvo wrote = With the extension of tranchise, voung
pleaders. Journalists and  men with very little stake amongst the
Mulammadan community will have a better chanee of heing returned.”
Therefore the deputationigis wanted separate electorare not - tor * the
benefit of the Muslin comumnmits s a whole but tor the vested interests

among the Mubammadans ‘

Another utention which they” exprossed w2 T submitted was Hmt
they should always side with the non-partisan elements, .e., Furepeans
and the nominated manhers Now Y(ll‘_lllll:lll'll\.. the nomimated hlock
has  vanished trom #he degiddature, but, obyv ntrodyeing separate
electorate in the Corporation the sponsors ot the Bill who inherit the
same idea as of those gentlemen who Ted the deputation, Tike to attach
Muhammadan~ firnfhv 1o the  Europeans by separating them from the
natonalist [imdus, and make the Bill as faroas possible anti-national.

Another intention of troducing separate electorate has bheen given
out by Siv George Camphell (»:l the floor of this House only Jh(‘ Mhers
dav. At the time of sermonising the Congress the honourable geutle-
man said “the Congress parts might even consuler 1t an advantage to
be relieved of this great responsibility of the Calintta Corporation from
vear to vear, heciuse trom what 1 have heard 1 this House, fine and
again, it is used as a stick to belabour their back<. So [ suggest to
thent that they mnght <upport this Bul v order to get o balance of
power.”  Evervhody  knows what oo this balonee ot power. In
an  unguarded  moment  the  gentlenman let ont the real intens
tion of introducing thic Bl The intention is as cloar as day light.
The British people wanted the badanee of power and their ulterior
ingutign i~ to separate the wationalist - Mulammadans from  the
pationalist Hindus and attach thew to the Furapeans, <o that they may
use the Mubammadans according as they like,

These European gentlemen for 2000 sears supported the canse of
Hindus with vested interests in order to crush down the Mulam-
madans in Bengal and now thes are tiying to tide on tlseeduham-
madans in order to erush down the nationalism that i in evidence
now-a-duy~ in the Hindu conmunity  Now. Sit, I want to sav o my
Mubiammadan friend~ that to go with Furopeans is not to onr advan-
tage. Yook at the historv of the world, loak ut the case of Albuaia,
look at the case of Palestine. and look into the history of India. You
will find that these Furopean gentlemen are the greatest cnemies of



70 GOVERNMENT BILL.  [18Tm AreiL,

Islam and Mussalmans. Never think that they will be friends of tge
Bengal Muslims. Now-a-days the M#hammadans are supposed to be
pergetusle minors.  Signor Mussolini claims to be the guardian of the
Muhammadans. Now Herr Hitler comes forward and says that he has
become their guardian. Japan from thd East claims that she is the
guardian of the Muhammadans and these British_people from the
West—ure supposed to be the guardians of Muhapigadans, sooper the
minority ceases the better for the Mussalman. (An interruption’ from
Mr. Afzal)) Yes, T know Mr. Afzal, {he redoubtable Muktear of
Pirajpur, will interrupt me now and then because he comes from a
district which is noted for its dacoits, )

413, OIFts, dtar,
! BT Ifakra

Now, Sir, 1 give ypu the history of separate electorate. It is better
that the Mubammadans in  their own inferesis should accept joint
electorate with reservation of seats,  You are gefting 22 members only.
With these 22 membefs vou cannot do anything.  In a House of 99,
22 is a very insignificant number and you will have to jomn with some.
body. It is now vour choice 1o find out with w hom vou Wil jomm. If
you join with the Europeans I submit they are very slippery.  They are
the very persous who ruined the cause of Mussalmans all over the
wordd. The Hindusx'might have done shme wrong to you but they are
your cofilrymen. You may mix  with them: vou may be' friends
with them; you may adjust yvour claims with them, vou come forward
and ask, demuand and claim, justice from them, but from the Europeans
you can never claim justice,  They are the enemies, the true enemies,
the real enemies of Islam,  Islamic powers and Islamic countries are
ruined by their machinations.  Even now they are trving to obliterate
the Muslim power from the face of the world. Now, Sir, I recommend
joiut electorate with reservafion of seats and I think some prominent
people of our country are of opinion that joint electorate is for the
interests of the Muhammadans. 1 do not want to go further. T only

want to quote s passage from a book.
[y 4

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 hope vou will finish your speech by 6-30.
Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN S8ARKAR: Iif sou will permit me, Sir,

[ wish to continue my speech after the adjournment for prayer.

(At ads stage the House was adjourned for 15 fhinutes.)

(After adjournment.)

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN 8ARKAR: [ was saying, Sir, before the
House adjourned for prayer, that joint electorate was for the good of

the Mahomedans. Thys view of mine was endorsed even by Maulana
L
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A\mm Khm} in his book “Misra and Swatantra Nirbachan)' published
hy the Muslim League of -Benga} in 1932 1In that book the Maulana
says—

ETNIRE DA (RUT (RN TR ST ST~ qewm atonn, A 6
I (lay soROTAfaag 5911 W AT S AT SRR 3TN MTER aAt
@ R WOOF; I T W W A®E IR ALY vm.cmm.m
s g e s eweratfen IS ¢ oS s sttt oo W el
e s e aifeR Serifys, fvios, o ranfs s sorwmes
—OETR = ¢ AmAey aferTes, o &ty fawwia Srrer afamiens
WATAS T 8 =TT o0, fotrms T (5 ab «d agamtyr smw ) ewan
STTRIOR. R SR AT 3 iy wws siew ¢ sfarmorhn fama mm™
s WA 9IWH SO qRAE ATTE TN StewtE wty fwmr aefy afarsy
i@ T ST AT T IR €N @R SIRRT AW tars ’

This view sull holds good.  The only thimg 1s that the Muulana
Saheb has chunged s wopnion, and for what t'\(:l‘_\ body knows.  From
snother point of view,ir, this joint electorate 1 the ('u.l(-uttu Corpora-
tion will he for the good of the Mahomedans,  We are getting 22 seals
no doubt.  But it we get jomt electorate, we shall be able to influence
the Hindu spmion %hecause tor our votes Hindu gentlemen must come

to us and must respect our feehngs and our imterest,

The neat point | propose is the abolition ot the system of nowmina-
tion, which is sgumst the prutiple of demoeraey? It in only ]u‘in‘lgin[zN
in some people by the back door who are opposed 10 the mterest of the
country [ submit the House will consider all these things and
support my motion 1 onlv press for ot electorate with reservation
of weats tor Mahomedans and for the abohtion of the system  of
nomination.

With these words, S, 1 commend my motion to the aceeptance of
the House.

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Mr Speaker, Sir, 1 desire to
move the amendment which stunds in my name that the Bill be
revommitied to the Select Committee with instructions to submit their
report by the Tth of May, 1939,

Sir. when 1 bring forward this amendment before this House for
its consideration, it requires some amount of explanation as to why
1 should be taking this step. 1 am well aware, Sir. that in the Select
Committee we who represent  a particular  point of view=wFe in a
minority of four: and one can well realise, ihat by the overwhelming
number of votes of members who represent s different point of view,
at every step our suggestions. our recommendations and our amend-
ments are likc-]_\: g0 be smothered. With full consciousness of %hat
position I am again bringing forward this amendment before this

9 L[]
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House for its cousideration. and that attitude on ey part requires aoﬁxe
explunation. At the very outset 1 take this opportunity of paying
that 'tribme which is due to the Chairman of the Select Committee,
the Hon'ble Nawab Bahadur of Dacca. He showed us. the minority,
sufficient consideration and courtesy which avoided situations which
might otherwige have been created. In view of that when I bring
forward this motion. I de it in all sincerity and I limgit the time, within
which the report of the Select Committee should come before this
House 1o the 7th of May, so that we in this House can have our final
saysin this session with regard to this Bill which has been of an
extreutely controversial character. 1 know, Sir, there was a great deal
of eagesness on the part of some members to finish the deliberations of
dhe Scleet Committee within a day or two by sheer force of votes, but
it was the courtesy of the Chairman again which avoided such an
eventuality and the pinority was given some opportunity of backing
up their recommendations with argument and reason. 1. therefore,
claim that the. Houwe wousd be well advised if they aecept this amend-
ment and send this Bill again to the Seleet Committee with the diree-
tion that the final recommendations should come up before this House
by the Tth of May.  This is not a blocking motion: it is ‘hot inspired
by an obstructive attitude; but the real reason which has actuated me
to bring in thix amendment, in spite of the background which is
pgadnst this Bill, is ihat much will be gained and nothing will, be lost
if the mifiter 1s sent back to the Select Committee.  Why? T will ack
the Hon'ble Minister-in-charge, 1 will ask the entire Cabinet. to take
note of the situation created by this Bill having been placed on the
legistative anvil. T will ask them in all humility and in all serious-
ness not o thrust this B} in this shape down the throat of Caleutta
but to tuke note of the situation which has made itself abundantly
clear that the people of Calentta have not taken and will not take,
this Bl Iying down. T am not using these words by way of u threat.
But I am asking the Cabinet, T am appealing to that <tatesmunship
which is expected to inspive their action, —that stutecmanship which
requires that full note should be taken ot the situation which has bepn
created by reason of the Bill having been brought before this House
and having been sought to be rushed through this session.  Sir, 1
know that this Bill was not eirculated for public opinion. I know that
the opinion of the Caleutts Corporation was not sought for. I know
there was a desire on the part of the majority party in this House to
see this BH1 through in this very session. In spite of that, public
opinion in Caleutta has not remained quiet. Public opinion in
Caleutta, Hindu public opinion at anyv rate. has made itself amply
vocal and has not at all left itself in the region of uncertainty. They
may® say that it is inspired by a spirit ot communalism. That would
be an easy way of disposing of the strong protest that has been lodged

§
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a&inst this Bill. At the same time Government would be extremely
ill-advised if they think that thege 1s no sincerity, there is no genuine-
ness behind this agitation, behind this storm of protest which , Jras been
raised from one corner ot the city to the® other. Fhat ugltutmn. 9 *can
assure the House, is not actusted by a desire to check the growth of a
new spirit amongst the Moslem community in this citv-—the spirit of o
self-assertiveness Which ha< been manifest in these ddve Tt is not
such 4%spirit which Vs actuated the Opposition to this Bill. On the
other hand, the real reason which has wspired this citywide "q.:itntinn
to this ill-conceived measure is this, that by means of thix Bill, ¢
overwhelming majority of* the population of Caleutian is gmng-ln be
reduced to the position of a helpless and wiserable minority. That is
not a position which any  demoeratic body  can  countenance with
equanimity. 1 will askh those metibers who hate pressed for hringing‘
in this Bill in this House not to flout the opinion ot the overwhelming
majority of the populatjon ot Caleutta. They féel and genuinely feel
that the allotment of swats fo them i <o unrarsonable, and contrary to
all consideration~ of justice and tair play. thet the matter requires
serious reconsideration at the hands of the Government. 1 am not for
the time bemg tal®ing of separate electorates That is a matter on
which there has been considerable expression of opinton in this House
on broad grounds of nationalism and common eitizenship.  If these
considerations do not appeal te wyv friends oppesfte. 1w not wing
to prelohg the quarrel on that pomnt to-day on the floor of this House,
But what about the number of seats? Have vou got any right
whatsoever, becanse you are armed with anthority  drawn from the
distant corners ot Bengal, to overnde the unanimous opinion of the
majority community in this eitv and to reduce them to the poation
of a miserable minoritv*  That s what I am asking vou to consider.
Tt may be that it the Bill i sent back to the Seleet Commitice to be
once again resubmitted to this House by the Tth of May, the Sclect
Committee may evolve some methods and some weans which will meet
all the different points of view and allay the resentment ontside this
House which has been expressed in no uncertain manner all over this
cite. o

Take note of that teeling and sentiment <o genuinely entertained
and so vehemently expressed Do not flont it do not disdain it do
not treat it with contempt.  There is foree in it: there is meaning in
it: there ix purpgse in it. And 1 would ask vou-—members of the
Cabinet and the members of this House who have got power in their
hands and the control of the situation in this House, -not to overlook
those unmistakable sigus. If there is any genuineness in it, it
behoves.a responsihle Government which you claim to be to take npte
of it, to try to allaw it and to find out a via media which will meet
the different points of view honestly, fairls angd squarely, and bring
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about an konourable reconciliation. Well, as I have already statgd,
we in the Select Committee had to grapple with the desire for rush
and hurry evinced by the majority of the members. And although the
Cothmitlee had to come up with a proposal for a slight extension of
time, even then so many different considerations had to be taken up,
so many conflicting views had to be reconciled, that even the extension
up to the 30t of March was found to be wholly mﬁdequate for doing
jusiice to this matter. * i
T am again reminding the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur that with regard
to <his allotment of seats if an increase in the number of seats is
proposed, it will certainly require some further materials to be taken
into consideration before final allotment can be made. Schedules have
deen proposed by way, of amendmenis by some members of this House,
apparently on the materials which were then available to the members
of the Seleet Commiftee from the point of view of population, from
the point of view of the number of voters and*so on and so forth. It
may be that there is considerable room for imgrovement in this direc-
tion. 1 would ask the members of the Cabinet and the Hon'ble
Minister in charge not {o frample under themr foet this very modest
request to send the matter back to be returned to this HouSe by the 7th
of May in good time to be taken into consideration and to give it the
final imprimatur of this House on tlu- shape it takes in the Select

Coanmittee,
L A

1 would suggest to the Hon'ble Minister not to conclude the debate
this evening. 1 would again ask him to think over this matter this
evemng and overnight, and to come prepared after further consultation

with his honourable colleagues on  the particular suggestion put
forward by me-—the very modest request to send the matter back to
the Select Committee to bhe brought hack before the House by the
7th of May.

1 submit, Sir, that there are various other matters which can be
thrashed out effectively only in the frankness and freedom of the
Committee room. You know, Sir, that the Select Committee hds been
given power under the rules to call for expert evidence and hear
witnesses.  Is 1t a matter, Sir, in which one can say with any show
of boldness without fear of contradiction, that it is not a matter in
which interested parties need be given a hearing and that it is not a
matter in which expert evidence need be taken either oral or docu-
mentur)" A fundamental change is going to be introduced in
the constitution of the government of Caleutta. Joint electorates are
going to be substituted by separate electorates in the matter of allot-
ment of seats. The Scheduled Castes are going to have separate
represmtahun in particular wards. Nobody knows what claim those
particular wards hawr got to separate representation of the Scheduled

¥
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Cbtes in preference {o th\e other wards of the city. What are the
materials which induced the spomsor of the Bill to provide those parti-
cular wards and no other wards with separate seats for the Scheduled
Castes? These maiters have got 1o be®considered.  Admittedlw, *we
have to go into these intricat@and very diflicult questions on the fresh
materials which may  be placed bheture us These are matters not
exactly connected :wilh political convictions ot political theories, but
of hatd facts. An(]‘l do say, that nobody can he <o hold as to assert
that in the course of 3 or 6 days we have done justice to these intricate
questions and we have done what we as responsible politicians and
members of the Legislatufe should do to shape the future of a n.'il_\'
like the city of Caleutia

T would again appeal to the Honhle .\lini~'l~~x.-in-<-|mrm- to defer his
final reply U1l to-morrow or the dday atter | hnow ~ome of my friends
over there will violently <hake then bealds cLenghter), bnt 1 would
ask them 1o take a long view of the majier and not to trv ta smother

public opinion in this®ashion  They have mot the power: they have
got the legal competence but have they got the moral competence to
perpetrate sueh an ouwtrage®  That o« the gquestion that 1 am asking.

It may Do that public opinton wloeh has heen expressing  itself
8o far in the shape of meetings, in the shape ot harfals) in the shape
of elosing of shop~. might tahe some other torm | Everybody here is
anxiousto allay public resentment. 1 am as much ansious as yvou.are
in this matter. and take it trom me that 1 will join with yoli in any
attempt to give public opiuion o tair ehanee of expression hefore this
Bill v given it~ finad shape and torm on the Hoor of this House,
(Applause from Opposition Benches))

Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: M. Speaher, Siv, at the outset
I feel it my duty to express o pratetal thanks 1o the Hon'ble the
Nawab Bahadur of Dacea tor hos broad ssmpathy tor the people of the
Scheduled Castes. Sar, 1t as tor the fist timie that  representation
has bheen sought 1o be wiven 1o the Scheduled  Casxtes on the
Coeporation, so that they might have a vowe in the muureipal
affaire  of the eity,  but, S the method  of - representation
proposed in the Bill ic rather defective. Tt proposes reservation
of seats through  joint  electorate. Let us, Siee analvse  the
implications  of this  method.  We all  know  that  the  caste
Hindus are in @ majority in all the constituencies of this ety —-
roughly speaking the ratio of population beiween the caste Mindus and
the Scheduled Castes would be 88 to 12, So, Sir, it ix all too apparent
that the votes of the tormer will decide the elections, that is to suy o
deserving person belonging fo the Schedulc] Castes may be rejegted
and an undesirable person may be returned. Heremn, Sir, lies the
fallacy. This fallacv can only be removed if voting is confined to

. »
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the peopke for whom representation is megnt.  (Dr, NALINAKéEA
SANYAL:  Are you supporting or opposing the recommittal motion?)
Have patienve. The Bill proposes to allot 7 seats to the Scheduled
. ‘e . - .
(‘aktes on the population basfs. Sir, whatever these seats are, instead
of being seats for the Scheduled (aetes, they will, in effect, be
additional seats for the wajority community.
' .
' € e .
Dr. NALINAKSHA' SANYAL: Are vou supporting or opposing

the recommittal motion?

‘Mr. SPEAKER: 1 Lope vou will now sdy whether you are opposing
or su])lmrting the recommittal wotion.

“ Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: | am coming to that, Sir.
There must be some grounds. (Dr. NaLINAKsHA SavyalL: Recount
them.  You are nol coming to any conclusione)

Sir, reservation of sefts 1s nothing but a nﬂnrkw’y. and, therefore,
such a thing should be opposed at all costs.

Then again, Sir, the proposed method, i adopted, will toree the
people of the Scheduled Castes to join the Congress (Dr NaniNaksna
Sanvan:  What a great sin!), though they have kept themselves away
from this movement so far. ,

=3ir, fhe analogy of the Poona Pact has no application or®bearing
liere, because in the rural areas the people of the Seheduled Casfes
are not in such a hopeless miority.

But 1 Caleatta the population ratio and other factors being what
they are, theve will not be the shghtest chance for the retun of a
Scheduled Castes’ candidate unless he gets the support ot the Congress.
So, Nir, there 1s absolutely no justification o <etting up a machinery
which goes against the interests of these people

Babu PREMHARI BARMA: On a point of ovder, Sit. You have
ruled that sepurate electorate for Scheduled Castes s not widnn ¢he
scope of the Bill and now the motion betore the House 1s whether the
Bill should be recommitted to the Select Commiitiee or not. But
Mr. Mullick 15 speaking whether thete should he <eparate electorate or
joint electorate for the Scheduled (astes

- L3
Mr. SPEAKER: | am uot looking at it trom that pont of view.
Just as Mr. Santosh Kuman Basu discussed this matter in considering
the merits of the Bill, so Mi. Mullick is also discussing this question
in ponsidering the merits of the Bill. But T hope Mr. Mullick will
come to the conclusion as soon as possible as to whéther he 1= support-
ing the motion for reqommittal or net.
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Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: Sir. I am coming to that. s
1 bhve already stated,sit is,imconsistent \\nh the Statement of Objects
and Reasons of the Bill, which%learly lays down the policy ot the
Government, namely, ‘“‘to safeguard tho interests’” of lhom-]umple\
Sir, this method of joint electorate has heen tried i in the case of @ more
powerful and more advanced c8mmunity than the Scheduled Castes and
the concensus of opmmn of this commumty is that thy method has

failed. So, Sir, thl§ egperiment should not he rypeated in the case of the
Scheduled Castes.

In conclusion I submit that the Bili with its report and the vartous
dissentient notes, has beey subjected to the closest serutiny of the
honourable members of this House wnd a very large number of amend-
ments has been the result of such serutiny A judicious seleehion of
these amendments tnd thewr adoption will certuialy remove legitimate®
grievances. 8o, Sir, I subnnt that theie is ne case for 1ecommittal and

I, therefore, oppose the amendment tor recomnustal,
L]

. .

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLANW Bahad;n, of Dacca:
Sir, T have listened carefully and putiently to the speeches made by my
triends who Rave maved the several amendments tor recommitting this
Bill to the Select Commuttee T aegret that 1 find they have made out
no  case ot recommittal b <hall grive my oveply speciallv 1o the
impassioned speech which has been made by my frend, Mio Santosh
Kumar Basu.  Fiestly, while thanking him for the vers kusl wonds
which he has used about me, T iegiet 1 do not agiee with him, |

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: @7 »7 a2 -1 !

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca:
Sir, the Bill is wovery simple Bl with aovery dew clauses Thete are
five principles involved m this BIL o Fistle, s this House prepaed
to grant separate electorate to the Mushnie o accept Joint electorate
tor them?  Secondly, 1 thic House prepared to give representation o
labsur® Thirdly, 1« this House prepaned to give aepresentation 1o
Anglo-Indians?  Fourthly, i« this House prepared to give representa-
tion to the Scheduled Custes?  And fifthly, is this Houwse prepared 1o
accept nomination or not?

I am gmteful to Mr. Basu when he suid that the Hhndu  public
Oplulon has been ('\pn*\s(-d i no uncertain terms, and Tean aSsme him
in this House that Muslim public opinion has also heen expressed i
no uncertain terms......

3

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Then reconcile these two opinions
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The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of D :
This House also had had the opportunity ot gwing its opinion when
this Bill was 1eferred to the Select (hmmittee. The Select Committee
hag thocoughly gone into this matter and have, by a majority, accepted
most of the principles of the Bill and sent back the Bill for the accept-
ance of the House. It is for this Houfe to thrash this Bill here......

Dr. NALINAKSHA :SANYAL: We wunt tosprevent thrashing!

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca:
Thank you very much for vour interruptien. 1 do not see why this
Bill should be recommitted to the Select (‘ommittee. It may be decided
in this House whether the principles of the Bill should be accepted or
*not. I thiuk, this B2l has heen sudficiently discussed not only by the
Committee but also in this House and therefore, T oppose all the motions
that have been moved by the several members.

.

. ‘
Mr, SPEAKER: [ have sclected the motion ot Rui Harendra Nath
Chaudhuri (No. 6) for putiing to vote first, because that contains the
earliest date available, namely, the 30th April. «

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, thete are two principles involved
inthe different ameéndments that haverbeen moved.
L[]

Mr, SPEAKER: Will you name one motien which may be considered

the main motion so that [ may put that to vote frst?

Dr. NALINAKS8HA SANYAL: So tar as the motion of Maulvi
Abu Hossain Sarkar 1s concerned, that stunds by itself. It bas got
a definite purpose,

Mr. SPEAKER: If the Opposition agrees, I may put the motion
of Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar first.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Theie me two groups of motions—
one group is for recommittal with different dates and the other is for
recommital with different instructions.

- .

Mr, SPEAKER: What I propose to do is that T will first put
whether the Bill should be recommitted at all o1 not. If that fails,
then other motions fall through automatically. On an occasion like
thjs, 1 am anxious that members <hould get the opportunity of leaving
early.
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Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, we would hke thut the
motion of Maulvi Aba Hossain b.uk.n be hnt put to vote.

The motion of Maulvi Abu Hmsum Narkar that the Calentig, Munic-
pal (Amendment) Bill, 1939, be recommhitted to the Select Comtulttee
with ipstructions to make pfPovision for..

(gl Joint eleq}o‘ute with reservation of seats tor Muslims: and

) to abolish nommation and to allnt hitherto nomnated seats to
different constituencies proportionately,

with instructions to submit their report by 3tt July, 1939, gml that
the gquorum of the Select (ummmvv be fised at tive, was then put und

u division taken. . .
. AYES 83, .
Abdul Waheg, Maulvi. dalan, Mr. 1. Q,
Aby Ho! sarkar, Mavivi. Kumar, Mr. Alu) Changra.

Aol Fazi, Mr. M¢. Kundu, Mr, Nishitha Nath,
Acharyys Chavdiry, Mand®aja Sashi Kanta, of Maiti, Mr. Nihun)as Bahari.
Muktagacha, Mymenzingh. Maitra, Mr. Bursndra Mokan,
Ahmed Khan, Mr. Byed. Maji, Mr. Adwalta Kumar,
Asimuddin Ahmed, Mr. Majumder, Mrs. Homaproava.
Baner)i, Mr. P. Mai, Mr. iswar Ofangre.
Banarjae, Jir. Paramathn Nath. Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lal.
Sanarji, Mr. Satya Priys. Mongal, Mr. Jegondras Nath. » -
Banarjse, Mr. 8i . Maadal, Mr. Krishns Pratad.
Sarma, Beh Manir {elamadedi, M me.
Barma, Mr. Puspajit. Maghui Hesain, Mr.
. Barman, Basv Shyama Presad. Meskarjes, Dr. Syamaprasad,
Barman, Baku Upendre Nath. Muherji Mr. Dhirendra Marayan,
Basy, Mr. Jatindra Nath. Mukkerjes, Mr. B

Mukherfl, Dr. ¥. C.
Mukherji, Dr. Sharat Chandra.

Bhwas, Babe Lnnlll Narayan.
Biswas, Mr, Rasik Lai.
Biswas, Mr. Surendra Nath, lluuu All, Mr. Syed,

dra Naraysm. Pain, Mr. Barada Prevenna.
Paul, Sir Hari Sanker.

Chakradarty, Babw Nar
Chattepadhysy, Mr. Ha

. I

Chaudhuri, Rai Harendra Nath. | Ramizuddin ARme

Das, Bahv Mahim Chandra. i Rey, Mr. Chare

Dae, Baky Raghanatk. Rey, Mr. Dkananjay.

Das, Mr. Meamshan, Rey, Mr. Kamaihrishnas.

Das Qupta, Bakv Khagendra Nath. Rey, Mr. Kiran Sanhar.

Das Gupts, Dr. d. M. Rey, Mr. Kivher! Patl.

Das Gupta, Seijut Norandra Nath. ' Ray, Rai Bahagur Kshirse Chandra,

Datta, Me. Dhirendra Nath. [ Ray, mr. Manmatha Nath,

Detui, Mr. Harendre Nath. sanyal, Or. Nalinahohs.

Dutta, Mr. Suhvwmar. sanyal, Mr. Sasanhe Sekher,

Dutta Qupts, Miss Mirs$ son, Babu Nagendra Nath.

Dutia Mazumdar, Mr. Nihareade. san, Rei Bakadur dageeh Chandra,

Emdadul Hague, Kazi. Shabedail, Mr.

Qhose, Mr. Atwl Krishna. Shameudédin Amed, Mr.

Qiasudéia Ahmed, Mr. Siaha, trijet Manindra Bhvian,
sur, Mr. Harendra Kumar,
Tapurias, Rai Bahadur Mesagt Lali.

Hasas AH Chewdhary, Mr. Syed. Waliur Rahman, Mavivi,

Jaialudgie Hashemy, Mr. Syed. Zaman, M. A. M. A,
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NOES 123,

Abdot Aziz, Maulans Md.

Abdul Bari, Menlivi.

Abgul mm.zv. Mirza.

AvguP Hatz, Br. Mia.

Ahgol Hahim, Maulvi.

Abdul Hakim Vikrampuri, Maulvi Md.
Ahgul Hamid, Mr. A. M.

Abgyl Hamid 8 Mpulvl.

Ahgul Japbar, Masly
Abdul Kader, Mr. alias Lai Moah.
Abgu! Karim, Mr.

Adgul Lati? Biswas, Maulvi.
Angul Majig, Mr. Syed.
AndubWakad Khan, Mr,
Angulla-al Mahameod, Mr.
Abgur Rahmon, Khan Bahadur A. F M.
Abdur Raschld Mahmaad, Mr.
Addur Rasheed, Maulvl,

Avgur Ravl, Khan Sahid Maulvi 8. ¢
Abdur Rauf, Mr. $hab,

Ahdur Razzak, Mauivi.

Abdus Shaheed, Maulvi Md. ¢
AMdur Reza Chowdhury, Khan Bahadur Maulvs
Abul Hashim , Maulvi. .

Abul Hasmin Ahmed, W,
Abu! Quasem, Maulvi,

Aftah All, Mr.

Attad Hosaln Joardar, Maulvi.
Ahmed All Ensyetpuri, Khan Bah Maul
Ahmod Al Mridha, Maulvi.

ANmsd Nosain, Mr.

Altazuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi,
Aminutiah, Khan Sahih Mauivi. *

“amir™Xil Mis, Maulvi Md.

Achralall, Mr. M.

Aulad Hoasun Khan, Mavivi.

Azhar A, Mautvi,

Barat Ali, Mr. Md.

Bsii-Hart, Mins P, B,

Slomenstock, Mr. L. M.

Clark, Mr. 1. A,

Day, Mr. Anukul Ohangra.
Day, Rai sahib Kirit Bhusan,
Bebu Debendrs Nath.

howdhury, Mr. M.

Farhut Bane Khanam, Begum,

Faziul Quadir, Khan Bakagur Maulyi,

Fazlur Rahman, Mr.

Fazlur Rahman (Mymensingh), Mr,

Qames, Mr. 8. A,

@riniths, Mr. C,

Qyasuddin Ahmed Chaudhury, Alhag)j.

Hadlbullah, the Men'dle Nawad Sahadur K., at
Dasca.

Nahzuddin Chawdhury, Mauivi,

Namisudadia Khhd, Khan Sanis.

Namiiton, Mr. K. A,

Hassnuvazaman, Maulvi M.

Mashom All Khan, Khas Bahadur Maslvi.

Masiaa Murshed , Mre. M. 8. E.

-

. .

stemally Jamadar, Kaan Sabih Maivi,

awhings, Mr. R. J.
Hendry, Mr. Davig.
Hirtzel, Mr. M. A. F.
Idris Ahmed Mis, Mavivi,
tepafani, Mr. M. A. H.
Jalaluddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Mavivi.
dasimuddin Ahmed, M
Kabiruddin Khan, Fhap Badadur mavlvj.
Kennedy, Mr. 1. Q. ‘
Mc@regor, Mr. .
Malzuddin Abmed, Dr.
Mafizugdin Ahmed, Mautvl,
Maguira, Pr LT
Mahtashuddin Ahmed,

an Bahadur Mavlvi.

Mohammed Ali, Khan Bahadur,

Mohsin All, Mr. Md. .

Moslem Ali Mollah, Maulvi.

Motammel Nn’, Maulvi md.

Mubhammad Afzsl, Khan Sahid Meulvi Syed.

Muhammad Ibrdnim, Maulvi,

Muhammad Ishaqus, Maulvi.

Mubammad israll, Maulvi,

Muhamma

Muhammad Selaimard, Khan Salih Mavlvi.

Mullick, the Hon'bls Ms. Mukunda Behary.

Multick, Mr. Pulin Bebary.

Musharrult Hossain, the Non'be Nawab, Khan
Bahadur.

Muftagawsal Haque, Mr. Byad.

Mustats Al Dewan, Meulvi

Nandy, the Hon'he Maharajs Srischandra, of
Consimbazer,

Nasarulleh, Nawabzada K.

Nazimuddtn, the Hon'ble Khwajs sir, K. C. I, E.

Nooruddin, mr. K.

Norton, Mr. H. R.

Patton, Mr W. C,

Rahman, Khan Bakadur A. M. L,

Rarkut, the Hon’sla Mr. Praeanaa Deb.

Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr.

Roy. the Hon'sls Sir Bijoy Prasad singh,

Rey, Mr. Patiram.

ddin Ahmaed, Mr.

Safruddin Ahmed, Haji.

Salim, Mr. 8. A,

Sarkar, Babu M.

Tudan, .
o Mr. Nalinl Ranjan,

ferajul tslam, Mr.

Shaha in, Mr. Khwaja, C. 8, E,
n Ahmed Khandkar, Mr,
ahu Litts Munda,

Smith, Mr H. Brebant.

Stoven, Mr.J. W. R.

subrawardy, the Hon'bie fr. H. 8.
Tamizudas Khan, Tha Hon'ble Mr.
Totel Ahmed Chowdhury, Mavivi Haji,
Walker, Mr. W. A. M.

Werdsworth, Mr. W, C.

Zahur Ahmed Choudhury, Maslvi.

1
Aves being 83 und Noes 123 the motion was last.
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' The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the Bill be rpeommitted
to the originul Select Comniittee with instructions to report by .the
Shat July, 1939, and the quorum 8t the Committee be fixed at seven was
then put and lost. o,

L]

The motion of Mr. Dhirengra Nath Dutta that the Bill he recomnit.
ted to the Select Chmmittee consisting ot the sume members as hefore
with wstructivns do submit their report by e I5th May, 1939, and
that e quorum of the Select Committee be dined wo betore was then
put and lost.

The motion ot Mr. Santosh Kuma Basu that the Bill be recommitted
Qo 0 . . . - .
to the Select Committee with instructions to submit their repmt by the
Tih of May, 1939, was then put and lost.

The motion of Rai Havendra Nath (haudhuri that the Bill be yecom-
mitted to.the Select Committee with insteuction? {0 submit their repor
by the 40tk April, 1939, was then put and lost®

The motion ot the Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja Habibulluh Bahadur  of
Ducea that the Caleut® Municipal Amendment Bill, 1939, as reported
by the Select Committee, be taken into consideration was then put and
agreed to,

Adjournment.

s—
The® House wa~ then adjourned till 4-46 p.m. on WedneAday, the
19th April, 1939, at the Assembly House, Calcutta.
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Procee'dixigs of the Bengal Leg.islative Assembly assembled
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935.

Tur AssemmLy met in the Assémbly House, Calcutta, on
Wednesday, the 19th April, 1939, at 4-45 p.m.

Present:

L)
Mr». Speaker (the Hon'ble Khan Bahadur M. A/1zvn Haour, « 1.1))
in the Chair, 10 Hon'ble Ministers and 201 members.

Obituary reference.

Mr. SPEAKER: l.odies and gentlemen, -once again 1t is my
melancholy  and mousnful  duiy to refer to a <ad death, that of
Mr. Manoranjun Bannerjee T went to the hospital, as T said before,
vesterday, and Httle did 1 then realise that he would die 80 ~oon, even
though hix condition was serious. But soon atter the adjournment
of the House yesterday I was apprised of the sad news of his death
over the phone. My, Bannerjee was very well known o us, and [
“8tll remsmber some of his speeches, notably his speech in connection
with the hunger-strike in the Dacea Jail. It struck we that he wag
one who, while speaking with teeling<, could yvet exercise a considerable
amount of reservation and sobriety. e wa~ one of those whose winning
manners and suave temperament alwavs attracted others to him and
made him popular among members,

1 am sure, the ayvmpathy of all would go to the Congress party for
their having lost twao ot their valued mewmbers a~ u result of the recent
unfortunate railway aecident,

1 undderstand that, m view of these successive deaths, 1t 1w the desire
of ~ome menthers, especially of the Opposition. to speak a few words
on this oceaxion, | desire, therefore, to give thew this opportunity
before putting the resolution to the House.

The-d~n’hie Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: Sir, [ rive to
associpte myself  with  every  thing that has  fallen from you.
Mr. Bannerjee was such a good friend to me that it is difficult for
me to express in words how 1 wiss him. He was a stalwart fighter in
the cause of India's freedom. e rendered very wood services to the
cause of this country. He was so popular that in election he could be
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. .
successful even agaipst millionaires, though he himself ¢buld hardly
spend much money. He was very popular in the district of Dacca and
throughout Bengal for his Congress activities. Even when it wag my
misfortune to cease connection with the Congress, so far as
Mr. Bannerjee was concernesl, he maintained his old friendship with
me. I can claim his friendship for the last quarter of a century,
during which tilme 1 always found him to be a \-er._v sincere and
patrietic gentleman! May his soul rest in pe;u‘e! I suggest, Sir, that
vou would convey our message of sympathy to the hercaved
family for his sudden death.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: M:. Speake. Sir. the
Opposition has within the last wonth spfiered ¢he less of three of it8
members, and it is a poignant thing also to note that all these {hree
belonged to Dacca. We lost Khan  Bahadur *Syed  Abdul  Hafisz,
who was snatched gfay  from us by lness at o moment when
none of us thought that his end was so nemr An aeeillent has aguin
taken away from us two of omr most valuable  members. In
Mr. Birendra Natly Muazumdar the Congress Jost one of the stoutest
champions i its fight for the salvation of India  We expecled that
though Mr. Manoranjun  Bannergee had  received o <evere mjury,
Providence would yvef spare him.  When T visited him at the hospital
soon after ki~ rewoval, he wus uble o tulk. He communjeatea™
me the sad news of the death of Mr Birendra Nath Mazumidar.  [le
complained of a pain which he could not locate at that time, but we
all expeeted that he would survive. But the hand  of Death has
cruelly snatched him away from us He died and hic cnldren who
were away at Duacea could not be present by his bed-ade. Tt was a
heart-rending sceune to see his wite arviving atter his deatl  She never
expected it.  She was wailing and wid: “He was to return in abont
a week's time: who hnew, when he came to shoulder the responsibilities
of the Legislative Assembly, that he would go awav trom me and the
children, never to return”. Words fail me 10 give an  adequate
exp'ressi‘un to the sense of loss und sorrow that we the members of the
Opposition teel on this oceasion.  All that T ocan say i, if sorrow
shared is sorvow less, let the relations of the hereuved gentlemen know
that we all keenly <hare the loss which they have sustained.  May their

souls rest in peace!

With these words, Sir, T associate myselt with the motisn hefore
the House. *

Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Mr Speaker. Sir, we  gre
really very rorry that within a very short spell of time, during which
the Assembly has met, we have lost three of o \.:xluw! niembers. You



]

84 OBITUARY REFERENCE. [19TH APpRIL,

have ull.'eatfy mentioned about the death of Khan,Bahadur Syed Abdul
Hafiz, who was a member and the Depaty Leader of my party. There-
aftey twe,of the members of the Congress party have suffered death.
It i~ very unfortunate, being® an accidental affair. Sir, evervbody
knows how the accident took place and lmw ot the {wo members, who
sustained severe injuries, one  died Instuntaneously, and the other
Manoranjan Babu, who was in the hospital, died lust night. When 1
went to see him 1 thought he wus sleeping, bechuse only recéntly 1
had been to Dacea T heard that all of them had left for Caleutta
toggther.  Sir, we do not know when summons would come to us, but
in thie world 1t is really very painful it the pangs ot <orrow come at
g time when it is least expected. 1 is quite true that death will snatch
away every one from this world, and that nobody will he spared.  But
when it happens aceidentally, it is very painful. I have nothing more
to say, Sir, expect thal 1 knew these two gentlemen very well from
1920, when 1 hegan my political career, 'l‘hn:n-ufh-x. Sir, we  have
worked  together  shouldgr to shoulder with, Birendra Babu  and
Manoranjan Babu, as has already said by the Hon'ble Mr. Nalint Ranjan
Surker.  Both of them were courteous and amiable gentlemen and good
friends, and T am sure eversbody in this House, whacknew hoth ot them,
will say that as friends in social life, certainly they were two brilliant
workers and perfect gentlomen, although while 1 the Opposition we
might say harsh words to our opponents 1 really tesl, Sir, that their
“dFaths buve been painful not only to their families but o ue also.

With these words, Sit, I express the views of my party and I share
the sorrow, and wish  vou, S, to convey our sincere and deepest
condolence to the members ot the bereaved tamily

Mr. JATINDRA NATH BASU: Mr Speaher, Sir, on hehalf of
the group to which 1 belong, 1 assoctate myselt wholeheartedly with
what has fallen from the previous speakers.

Nir, as has heen peinted out by Mt Shamsuddin Ahmed, it causes
a ureat wrench it death  comes to one in the way  that it came to
Mr Birendra Nath Mazumdar and Mr Manoranjan Bannerjee. They
have been snatched away when their departure from their sphere of
work was not at all expected

Str, it namy be that my group diftered trom the group to which
he belonged in varfous matters regarding the work ‘of this House, but
it was a pleasure to have a clean and straight opponent. A clean and
straight opponent is us respected and loved as a colleague. We are
Sorry to lose such u valued member of this House.

Sir. we associate ourselves with the expression of grief and of
condolence to the bereaved family.
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+ Mr, HEM CHANDRA NASKER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, T join my

vdice with the previaus speakers, and on behalt of my grodp T express
my grief at the sad death of #r. Bannerjee. May his soul rest in
pea('f*f [ hope that a letter of condolence will be went to Hu;.lwrf'x.n'wl
family.

Mr. J. W. CHIPPENDALE: M: Speaker, Sir, oh behalf of the
AnghtIndian grduph T heg to assoente my~efl with all that has been
said by vou and the other members of this House,  We knew the two
gentlemen, who were very keen members of this Assembly, and we are
sorry that death has come to them <o suddenly  Nip, their n_an wis
very tragic.  Our hearts go out in sympathy and sorrow to those whe
are no more, [t renunds me that i the mudst of Lite we are in death.
Sil. We express our ~orrow amd ~ympathy to she bereaved families @
this great calamity

Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: Speliker, S, thas group wishes
to associate itselt with all that vou have said from the Chair and with
all the expressions ot regret that the other members have uttered  We
knew ouwr Pwo dead friends as fine fighters tor then opinions and as
valiant worhers tor their group and as men who had done great serviee
and were doing good work for the general \\vlfun- ol Bengal.  The
Furopean group associates itselt with the v\plv-mnn of a\mmnh‘..‘.m!
grief by the other members ot this House,

Mr. SPEAKER: | am <swe that 1t 18 the desire of the House to
send o messaze of condolence to the members of the bereaved family.
[ shall now ask the members of the House fo rise iy their seats to
signify thenr assent

CAIL the members rose 1 thenr seats )
Thank you, gentlemen,

I omight ey that His Escelleney the Governor has alse sent o
.
message of condolence on the sad death of My Baneryee, to he conveved
to the hereaved family. .

Following the practice which we have been hitherto followinge, 1t
s our duty to adjonrn now  But before 1 do <o, T might say that,
m view of thes fact that to-day was fixed for non-official_resolutions
and to-morrow for non-official Bills and also in view of the fact that
we have had non-officials Bills already, T think it is the desive of the
House to take up non-official resolutions to-morrow instead of non-
official Bills. (Turning to Mr Jogesh Clandra Gupta) do vou gagree
to that?
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Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Sir, I agree that we shall
have resolutions to-morrow, but I have a suggestion to make for yor
consideration, and it is this: if we take up resolutions to-morrow, the
non-officig] Bills will all be—what I should say—massacred, unless
half'un hour is allotted for the purpose of introducing Bills only,
without having any discussion as regards ¢irculation, ete.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 shall consider that point lulter:. But to-morrow
we shall take up non-official resolutions first. ‘
Adjournment.

The House was then adjourned till 4-45 p.m. cn Thursday, the
20th of April, 1939, a¢ the Assembly House, Calcutta.
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Pr:)ceedinzt of thé Bengal Legislative Assembly a:uembled
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935.

L[]
THE AssEMPLY met in the Assembly House, Culcutta, on Thursday,
the 20th April. 1989, at 445 p.m.
L]

Present:

Mr. Speaker (the Hon'ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizvn Hagre, U LE)
in the Chair, 11 Hon'ble Ministers and 213 members.

Oath or Affirmation. =
L]
The following memtbers made the oathe or  atbrmation of their
allegiance to the Crown :— .

(1) Mr. l Il o Freuch (elected from  the Bengul Chamber  of
Commerce)

Dr. NALINAKSHA S8ANYAL: OUn u point of, order, Sir. May 1
know if, this gentleman has been elected as o result of the notificacirme
cireulated on Saturday i aceordance with which day bhefore yesterday
wus the last day for serutinv—-—.

Mr. SPEAKER: So far as this matter i~ concerned, T have no
jurisdiction and T cannot take cognisance of at execept that 1 am
communicating the order of the returning ofticer that he has heen
elected.

(2) Mr. C. W. Miles (elected from the Indian Tea Association:

STARRED QUESTIONS

{to which oral answers were given)

Covernment subsidy to the Bengal Provincial Co-operative Bank.
. ~
*383. Mr. HARENDRA NATH DOLUI: («y Will the Hon'lle
Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness
Department he pleased to state whether it is a fact that an annual
subsidy of two lakhs of rupecs is being paid by the (Government 10 ®he
Bengal Provincial Co-operative Bank. Timited?
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(b) If the answer {o () is in the affirmative, will the Hon’]de
Minister be pleased to state the purpose for which the subsidy is being
given to this Bank?

. . .

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Mr. Mukunda
Behary Mullick): () Yes. .

(b) The hon’ble member is reterred to the recdrd of proceediugs in
the Legislative Council, dated the 3rd December, 1936, and also to the
official report of the Assembly proceedings, dated the 2nd September,
19:47, Jast.

Mr. SATYA PRIYA BANERJI: Witl, reference to (h), after
aoking up the proceefings referred to, 1 find that the purpose uf the
subsidy has been the remission of anrear interest and the rednetion of
rate of interest.  Will the ITon'ble Minister be pleased to state how
much arrear interest has been vemitted till the 20th June, 198+

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Al thut 1
can suy iv o that arrear interest has been remirtted, but for the exact
figrure, T must ask for notice,

Mr. SATYA PRIYA BANERJI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be

R ased to state what has been the reduction 1 the rate of intersst?

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I'or that al-o

1 usk for notiee,

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Houw'ble Minister be
pleased  to stute which particulir portion of the proceedings of the
Legislative Council of Srd December, 1936, 1s referred to, as it is not
one of the doruments whieh is readilv available to the members of this

House®

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: It reters to
the debate that was 1aised on this question betore the late Bengal
Tegislative Council,

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister he
plensed t state exactly what is that?  T{ is a question of privilege.
For some time past, the Hon'ble Minister has heen answerhfg questions
in this tashion.  He refers to some wort of documents either available
or not available to the members. 1 would like to know to what
patticular portion of the debate he refers. Tt is very unfair to answer
questions in this fashion.
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. Mr. SPEAKER: AL T can say is that the Hon'ble Minister' will be *
perfectl\ justified to Tefer to official reports of this Assembly. But I
do not think it ix carrect constitutional procedure to refer to pIp¢ emhngs
of another House. .

[ ]
The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, | am not

referring  to unmlnx Honse, hut 1 am referring to 111( ]uh' Rengal
Legishfive Counc),

Search of the District Congress “Praja Office” at Rangpur.

*354. Mr. JATINDRA NATH CHAKRABARTY: v I the

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Hom (Polic® Departinent AWTe—
() that the District Congress " Praga Othee™ at Rungpur was
searched un.flw dth Mareh, 1930 and

(1) that about GO copres of a Hvu;:uli. |rl||nlirutln'n ("' Bartuman
Ramaitik Nankat O Mussalwmander Kartaabba™) by Mr,
Md. Ehwanul Hugque Effendd have been seized by the loeal
police under the orders of the District Magistrate?

¢ Have the Government banned the said hook?
(1 1f the answer to (b 1 in the aflirmative, will the Hon'Ble
Minister he pleased to stute—
(1 the date of the notification; and

(/o) the objectionable portion for which the hook hias heen banned?

¢y Tt the book 1v not bauned, will the Hon'ble Minister be plensed
to state what i« the reason for whieh the search was mude and the hooks
were seized?

MINISTER in charge of the HOME (POLICE) DEPARTMENT
(tBe Hon'bie Khwaja 8ir Nazimuddin): (/) Ye.

( No.

{e) Does not arise.

(dt Because the hook was helieved to contain wmatter whiel  falls
within the purviesv of sections 1240 and 153A of the Tudian Penal Code,

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Will the Hun'ble Minister be
pleased to «iate what made him believe that the book contains maiter
which falls within the purview of sections 124A and 1554 of the Indian
Penal Code?®
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*  The How'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Information received w,a's
to that effect. :

1 re

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN S8ARKAR: Will the Hon'ble Minister be
pleased to state whether the book was placel hefore the Advocate-General
before it was seized ?

.

1

0 ‘ t
The Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: No. we cannot place it
before the Advocate-General until it is seized.
Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon'ble Minister be
pleased to state if he has himself read the book?

q ¢

The Hon’ble Khwaja: 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: No. Sir.

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon"h‘;v Minister be pleased

to state if the book was examined after it had been seized?
The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: 1t ix being extimined now.

Dr. NALINAKSHA BANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister he
gacsed to state how many copies of the book are required to be seized
in order to be examined hy the Advocate-General*

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: All the copies were seized.
Tf the hook is found to come within the purview of the relevant sections
they will he seized permanently: otherwise they will he returned.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be
pleased to state if it is a fact that at the present moment the copies of
the book have been seized and kept in custody of Government not in
accordance with any law?

3

The Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 do not think so.

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased
to state by virtue of what law Government keep in their possession, by
force, a number of books which have not been banned or which do not
come within the purview of any section of any existing law which
gives Government power to seize and keep them in their possession?

Yhe Hon'ble Khwajs 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: They have been taken
possession of under thg relevant sections of the Act.
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*Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the Hon'ble Minister be
pleased to state what dre the releyant sections of the Act which enable
the Government to take possession of books, the nature of which has not
been ascertained® . e

The Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 uk for notice.
. L)

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Houn'ble Minister be
pleased to state when that particular book was published und when it
was seized ¥

Mr. SPEAKER: A< regurds the lust portion, it dees not arise,
because it is in the question jtself,

[ ]
Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: |- tlie Hoirble Minister aware of
the fact that publication of every book requires notification to the
Government during one fonth's time?

The Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 s not aware of that.

L ]
Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon'ble Minister be
pleased to state if any notification was given by the publirher or printer
of that book? *

The Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: A- tur as | um aware, it

was not given.

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GHOSE: According to the Press Act, every
printer or publisher is bound to send a copy of any book published to
the Registration Office at Writers' Buildings within one minth of its
publication. Now, Sir, my question is if more than one¢ mouth has
elapsed from the date of publication, then the (iovernment must have
ample opportunity to examine the book and come to a definite decision
as to whether the book is to be proscribed or seized or treated in sny
other way. Under the circumstances, what justification have (tovern-
ment got to seize the book, and that is why I have asked for the date
of publication and the seizure of the book.

The Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: These are all urguments
and not asking any question.

Mr. SPEAKER: But vou may answer when it was published.

The Hon’bie Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: [ ask for notice.
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Maolvic ABU HOSSAIN BARKAR: Will the Hon'ble* Minister, be
pleased to state what is the source of his information which led him to
seize th.e' hook ?

The Hon'bla Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 regret I cannot disclose
the source of the information on grounds®of public policy.

Polioe search for a leaflet *Bartaman Rajnaitik 8anKat 0 Mussaimander
Kartyabba’’ by Mr. Md. Ehsanul Haque Effendi of Domar,
. Rangpur,

*355. Babu KHAGCENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA: (a) Is the
Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Home Department aware—

(/) that very rectntly the Distriet Congress hfﬁ('(', the District
Krishak Office and the Kalikrishna Machine Press of Rang-
pur were searched for a  booklet ‘‘Bartaman Rajnaitik
Sankat O Mussalmander Kartvabba'' written by Mr. Md.
Ehsanul Hague Effendi of Domar, Rangpur; and

ey that all the copies of the hooklet found during the searches
were taken away by the Police? ‘

(b)Y Has the aforesaid booklet been proscribed by the Government?

{e) Tf the answer to (b) 1s in the negative, will the Hon'ble Minister
be pleased to state what was the reason for taking away all the coples
of the booklet from the said offices®

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: () Yea.
(h No.

(¢) Because the booklet was believed to contain matter which falls
within the purview of sections 124A and 153A of the Indian Penal Code.

Babu NACENDRA NATH S8EN: With reference to answer (), will

the Hon'ble Minister be plensed to state by whom was it o helieved ¥

The Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Belicved by Government.

Poundra Kshatriya.
*356. Mr. NIKUNJA BEHAR! MAITI: (@0 Will the Hon’ble

Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether,
since the answer given by the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Revenue
Department to starred question No. 92 on the 3rd September, 1937, his
depurtment has received any petition enclosing the opinion of the
Poundra Kshatriva caste praying for the adoption by Government of the
name ‘‘Poundra Kshatriva™ in place of “‘Pod’’ ¥
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(b) If so, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to lay on the.table a,
copy of the said petition®.

(ry What action, if any, has lwen taken on it¥

. oo .
(d) Has any formal notification been issued instructing that “the
above community should be anentioned in all documentz and corre-
spondences as "P(mndm Kshatriya™?

(e) If the um\\er.m (d) is in the negative, ix the Hon'ble Minister

s
Lonsld.enng the desirability of—

() coming to an early decision: and

(21} notifyving their said decision?

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (o) to (¢) Two such peti-
tions have been received by (overnment and topies thercof are laid
on the table. An amendment of the Government of India (Scheduled
Castes) Order, 1936, would be necessary, to effect the change and His
Majesty’s Govermnenﬁha\u alrendy heen moved in the Juatter through
the Government of Indin. A reply ix awaited.

(dr No.

.
(e) 1ide Snswer to (@), (b and () above.

Petitions referred to in the reply to clause (b) of starred qmulwn
. 356.

Caleutta, the 25th February, 1938,

From—Mr. Patiram Roy, m.1.a., 5K, Middle Roud, Kntally,
Calcutta,

To—The Hon'ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, xt., Minister
in charge of the Revenue Department, (Government of
Bengal.

’

I on behalf of the ‘‘Poundra Kshutriya'’ community of Bengal have
the homour to request vour kind attention to the starred question No. 67
under the heading ‘‘Designation of ‘Pod’ in the list of Scheduled
Castes”” which came up in the current session of the Bengal legislative
Assembly House on 28rd February last. In reply to the supplementary
questions which were put in connection with this on the floor of the
House you kinddy consented that you had no objection to using the
name ‘‘Poundra Kshatriya'® in supersession of all other additional names
used to represent the community.

I, therefore, have the honour to request you to be so good as to ixsue

s public circular asking the officials concerned to see that the msume
may be safely used in the office of the Sub-Regiatrars, in the preparation
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. of the voters’ list in the various Union Boards, Local Boards, District
Boards, Municipalities, Provincial apd Central' Assemblies, in the
ensuing census list and on all occasions and institutions where the men-
tion of the caste name is necessary.

For this act of kindness I shall always feel myself obliged.

1 beg to further request you that I may be supplied with the memo.
copy of the circular that you would be pleased to ispue.

Thanking you in anticipation.

No. 23-0, dated Calcutta, the 8th April, 1938,

From—Mr. Patiram [Roy, m.1.a., 3K, Middle Road, Entally,
Calcutta,

To—The Hon’ble Mipister in charge of the Home (Political)
. Department of the fiovernment ¢t Bengal.

In reply to my question (starred question No. 67) that was put on
29rd February last on the floor of the Bengal Tigislatjve Assembly
regarding the change in the name of the community descrihed as ““‘Pod’”
in the lst of the Scheduled (‘astes, for *‘Poundra Kshatriya' the
Hon'ble Minister in charge ot the Revenue Department gave me assur-
amve that the (Government would certainly have no objection in using
the word *Poundra Kehatriva”. Accordingly in my letter No. 19-0,
dated Calcutta, the 25th February, and in the subsequent reminder
No. 21-0. dated Caleutta, the 12th Murch last, T requested the Hon’ble
Minister to issue w public circular ashing the officials to see that the
name might be safely used in all ofticial and non-officisl concerns.

It is reliably known that the issuing of such circulars depends on
the consent of the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Home (Political)
Department,

So, it is my earnest request on behalt of my community that you
would be pleased to give necessary consent in the matter that a circular
may be issued by the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister for nsing ths name
“Poundra Kshatriya’ in all official and non-official concerns.

For this generosity and favour showing, the Poundra  Kshatriya
community will ever stand grateful to you. Thanking you in antici-

pation.
]

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister be
plessed to state if Government will expedite the matter?

Vhe Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Certainly. 8ir. We are
trying our level best.

[
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* -Mr. ANUKUL GHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon'ble Minjster be,
pldased to state if Government will allow the name in the registra-
tion of documents which is a plovincial subject?

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as 1 know, it is
not possible; I will look into thic matter.

..
Holders of Imperial, Provincial and Subordinate Borvices in Bengal.

*357. Mr. A, M. A. ZAMAN: Will the Hon'ble Minister in chirge
of the Home Department he pleased to state—

(@) how many, Imperial, Provincial and  Subordinate  service:
holders are there in the Benpal Government; *

(b) how many ot these service holders are Mubammadans;;

(¢) how many of the Muhammudan service holders are  Urdu
speaking; ¢ .

{(d) how many of the Muhammadan service holders are Bengali
speakingg and

(e} whether the Muhammaduns have reached their quota in accord-

ance with their proportional population strength?
.

The Hon’ble Khwaja S8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (@) to (/) Such snforma-
tion as is readily available will be found in the current edition of the
Bengal ('ivil List. The full details asked for by the hon’ble member
involve in their compilation a degree of time and labour which T regret
I am not prepared to undertake.

(e) No.

Potty Police oases in Calcutta due to the arrest of hawkers, rickshaw-
pullers, eto,

%368 Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: (¢) Will the
Hon ble Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased
to state whether it is a fact that a number of hawkers, rickshaw-
pullers and cart-drivers are arrested in Calcutta and suburbs and petty
caees are instituted against them ¥

(b) If so— ¢ .

(/» how many hawkers, rickshaw-pullers and bullock cart drivers
were arrested during the year 1938-39; and

(1)) wgainst how many of them petty cases were instituted in the

various Police Courts of Calcutta?



[]
96 QUESTIONS. [20rH APeig,

(c) Will the Hon'ble Minister be further pleased to state whethér
he is aware that the police allow a number of ¢ persons to carry’on
business by spreading their wares &n the pavements of the various
strgets of Calcutta where a number of people collect and thereby cause
obstruction to pedestrians?

(d) 1f the answer to (c) be in the affirmative, is the Hon'ble Minister
considering the desirability of—
() inquiring into the matter; and

(1)) laying a copy of the enquiry report on the table?

The Hon'’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (2) Yes.
(b) (1) 38,816 hawkers, 16,379 rickshaw-pullers and 8.104 bullock
«cart drivers were arregted during 1938. ¢

(#i) 38,805 hawkers, 16,378 rickshaw-pullers and 8,104 bullock cart
drivers.

(¢) No.

(d) Does not arise.

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: With reference to anywer (¢), will
the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 1o state whether the Hon'ble
Minister himself goes about the streets of Caleutta with his eves shut
or with his eves open?Y

e

.

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise.

*389. The question stood in the name of the late Mr. Manoranjan
Banerjee and was taken out of the list.

Enquiry Committees (during 1937-38 and 1938-39).

*360. Mr. MAQBUL HOSAIN: Will the Hon'ble Minister in
charge of the Finance Department be pleased to stute—

(@) the pumber of Enquiry Committees that have been tormed in
the years 1937-38 and 1938-39, separately; and + ¢

(b) the numes of members of the different Committees showing the
amount drawn by each of them up to the 10th March, 1939°¢

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the
Hon'ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan 8arker): («) Two in th¢ year 1947-18 and
16 in the year 19:8-49.

(b) A statement showing the names of the Committees, the number
of members in each and the amounts in lump paid to the members of
each up to 10th March, 1939, is laid on the table. A further statement
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givting the names of members of the various Committees is ,placed on
the ‘Library table. The collection of further details would involve an
expenditure of time and labour which I am reluctant to set in train.

“ .,
L]

Stetement referred to in the reply o clause (i) to starred question No. 360

showing detasls of the Enquiry Commitlees sel up durmg 1937-38 and
1938-39.

* Amount in lump
Name of the Enquiry Committee. Number paid to all the
) of members up
members.  to 10th March,
1939.

. Re. a. p.

1. Damodar Canal Enquiry Committee o ' 18 1,166 7 0

2. Board of Conciliation fo investigato the trade 3 0314 8 0

dispute between Magssrs. Burn & Co., Manag-
ing Agents of the Indian Iron & Steel Co.,”
Ltd., and the workmen of the said Company.

3. West Bengal Forgst Committec 14 Nil
4. Jute Enquuy Committee . 23 4917 0 0
5. Paddy and Rice Enquiry Committee .. 24 5571 0 0
6. Industrial Survey Committee 1¢ 221 8 O
7. Chaukidari Enguiry Committee 20 993% 7 0
8. Advisory Committee to examine the cases of 9 353 9 0
terrorist convicts.
9. Rent Enquiry Committee .. 20 2672 8 0
10. Non-Agricultural Lands Committes .. 14 Nil
11. Primary and Adult Education Committee .. 25 Nil
12. Madrassah Education Committee .. 17 2,165 0 0
13. Scheduled Castes Education Committee .. 16 1,608 0 0
14. Youth Welfare Committee 9 1,843 0 0
156. Ahsanullah School of Engineering Roorgam 10 Nil
sation Committee.
18. *Government Commercial Institute Reorganisa- 15 Nil
tion Committes.
17. Committee appointed to examine what places 15 61111 0
other than Maijdi are suitable for selection ‘
as the new headquarters station of the
Noakhali distyict.
18. Land Revenue Commission .. 11 50,909 12 6

Babu NAGEMDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister he
pleased to state how. is it that one of -these committees does not contsir
any members of this Assembly?

8
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The Hon'ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: I cannot give

answer to that. It is not in my possession.

+ Babu NAGENDRA NATH S8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be
pleased to state why the Revenue Lommlssmn does not contain more
than one M.L.A.?

The Hon’blo Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: The infgrmation
is ot in my possession.

- Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon'ble Minister be
pleated to state why in two other committees there is only one M.L.A.?

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise.

Mymensingh District Agricultural Farm,

*361. Moulvi ABDUL HAKIM: (a) Will ‘the Hon’ble Minister in
charge of the Agriculture and Veterinary Department be pleased to

state— .

(i) the arable area in acres in the District Agricultural Farm at
Mymensingh; and

(it) the kinds 8f crops grown in the aforesaid farm (hmng a whole
' agricultural (financial) year?

(») Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a state-
ment showing, vear by year, for years 1935-36, 1936-37 and 1937-38—
() the gross income from all crops grown in the farm;

(#t) the cost of production excluding the expenditure of pay of
officers and office establishment;

(1it) the area of the farm in which jute was grown;
(tv) the quantity of jute produced in this area;
(v) the area of the farm in which paddy (both aman and asus) was
grown ; and v
(vi) the quantity of paddy produced in the said areaf

{¢) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state—

(¢) whether manure was used in each year d\mng the years 1935-36,
1936-37 ang 1937-38 in the afqresaid farm for the cultivation
_of both jute and paddy crops;

(5%) if s0, what sort of manure was used;
¢ {it) what was the cost of manure in each year;
(sv) whether sugarcane was grown in the said farm;
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(v) what was.the gross yield and sale-procesds of the sugarcane
in each year; *

(vi) what was the area of the sugarcane cultivation; and
L 1}

(vif) the cost of production in each pf the said yeara?

(d) What is the nature of the arable land in the aforesaid farm, i.e.,
whether mainlang or char (riparian) land? .

MiNISTER in c'Mrgo of the AGRIOULT.URI and VETERINARY
DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (z) (1) 14 acres.
(17) Awus paddy, aman paddy, jute, sugarcane, mustard, khésass,
masur, gram, matihari tobacco, English vegetables, potato, ground-nut
snd pusa wheat, oats, cowpea, maize, napier grass, jowar, sushemp.
(3) (3) to (v3) and () (157), (v) to (vij) A statement is placed on tie
table. .
(¢) (i) Yes. .
(1)) Cowdung and ‘artificial farmyanl. manure.
(iv) Yes.
(d) Main'land. o

Statement referred to in the reply to clauses (b)(s) to (vs) and (c) (333), (v) ta (o)
to starrred question No. 361 regarding Mymensingh District Agrioultwral

Farm. .
1935-36. 1938-37. 1937-38.
Gross income from allcrops .. Rs. 1,256 Rs. 1,454 Ra. 1,015
Cost of production of the crops
excluding the expenditure of
pay of officers and office
eatablishment .. Ra. 1,305 Re. 1,240 Re. 1,230
Area of jute grown .+ 120 acres -54 acres 60 acres
Quantity of jute grown .. 10 mds. 26 srs. 9 mda. 20 erw, 8 mds. 34 s,
Area of paddy (both aman and
Gus) grown .. 12-30 acres 13 -85 acres 15 +73 acres
Quantity of paddy grown .. 171 mds. 6 srs. 221 mds. 2 ars. 216 mds. 12 are’
Coat of manure .. Rea. 414 Bs. 43 Rs. 47-10
Gross yield and sale-proceeds
of sugarcane— 2
Gwr . .. 84mds. 20ere. 67mds. 25 ars. 25 mds. 8 ers.
Cuttings .> 10,850 8,400 10,000
Sale-proceeds .. Rs. 365 Ras. 241 Re. 132
Area of sugarcane .. 105 acres 105 acree ‘80 acres
Cost of production’ of sugsr- .

cane .. Ra. 255 Rs. 227 Re. 170,
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. Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon'ble Minister be
pleased to state the cost of prodnctmn including the expenditure bn
the pay of officers?

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 cannot say offhand; I
want notice.

Jhenida Co-operative Bank, Jessore.

*362, Khan Bahadur Maulana AHMED ALl ENAYETPURI: (o)
Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural
Indebtedness Department aware that since the coming into operation
«of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act in the Jessore district the
agriculturists are not. getting short-term loans from the village
mahajans ?

(b) Have the Government received proposals of the Secretary to the
Jhenida (‘o-operative Bank for giving advances to the agriculturists of
the Jhenida subdivision through their banks?

(¢) 1f the answer to (b) is in the aﬁirmative', will" the Hon'ble
Minister be pleased to state what sum, if any, has been allotted by the
Co-operative Department for such advances?

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) Yes.

(b) No: the Provincial Baunk has received an application.

(¢) The Provincial Bank has sanctioned a loan of Rs. 6,000.

Construction of a model village at Haduatala, Malda.
*383, Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the Hon'ble Minister
in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state—

(a) what amount was sanctioned for the construction of a medel
village at Haduatala in police-station Manikchak in the
district of Malda;

(b) what is the number of quarters that has been built up so far;

(¢) how many of these quarters ure occupled by ¢he inhabitants of
Bhutni or other places; )

(d) what is the amount sanctioned for a quarter; and

+ (e) whether the quarters were examined by the nqthonhu before
- the final bill of the contractor was paid? Do

v
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+ MINISTER in’ charge .of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the’
Hen'ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) Rs. 11.947.

(b) 168. o .

(c) All the quarters were ocoupied till November last. In December
most of the tenants left for Bhutni for cultivating kalai crop. Only 16
families are now residing in their new quarters. Those who left their
guariars are expeeted to return to the new quarters in July next before
* the advent of the flood in the Ganges.

(d) Rs. 94 and Rs. 48 were sanctioned for the different pattern of
quarters and Ras. 17 and Rs. 10 for the different pattern of kitcheps.

() Yes.

Grant to the Serajgan) Islamic Interinediate College Madrassah.

*364. Mr. ABDUR RASCHID MAMMOOD: (:) Has the attention
of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Depurtment been
drawn to the proposal for an additional monthly grant-in-aid to the
Serajganj Islamic Jntermediate College Madrassah ?

L 3
(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, for how long the
proposal is lying pending with the Government?

(¢) Do the Government contemplate any actioa on the proposal?
(d)*If so, when? - .

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the
Hon'ble Mr. A. K, Faziul Huq): Yes, in September, 1937, the Director
of Public Instruction submitted to Government a proposal for an
additional grant of Rs. 545 per month or a total grant of Rs. 916
per month to be given to this institution during 1938-39 against a
contribution of Rs. 605 only from private sources. The proposal has
not been approved by Government, but an additional grant of Rs. 130
per month or a total grant of Rs. 500 per month has been sanctioned to
this institution during 1938-39 on the basis of fee income amounting to
RA. 500 per month, approximately.

Raising of prios of paddy.

*385. Mr. IIIKUHJA BEHARI MAITI: (a) Has the attention of
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Agnculture and Veterinary
Department been drawn to the demand in the province for taking steps
by Government to increase the price of paddy?

{b) If the anawer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hop’ble
Minister be pleased to ﬂtato what steps, if any, does he propose to take
in the matter?
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" Yhe Hon'bie Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: () Yes. o
{(b) A Committee has been appointe:l to investigate the question of

improving' the price of paddy gnd rice and to make recommendations
in the matter. Their report is awaited.

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Hox'ble Minister be
pleased to state by which: time the committee is likely to conclude its
labour?

The Hon’ble Mr, TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: By June next.

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be
pleased to state what apinion the Government hold ‘in regard to the
usual price of paddy and ricef

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter of opinibn.

Measures against malaria, kala-azar, etc., in Mymensingh.

f
*366. Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE RAY CHOUDHURY:
Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health Department
be pleased to state whut steps the Municipalities and the District Board
have taker to counteract the development of malaria, kala-azar, cholera
and smallpox in the distriet of Mymensingh?

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT
(the Hon’bis Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): A statement showing the
precautionury measures which were taken by both Distriet Board and
Municipalities to counteract the spread of the diseases is laid on the
Library table.

Rai HARENDRA NATH COHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble
Minister he pleased to state whether any Government scheme for the
control of malaria and kala-azar with regard to the district of Mymeh-
singh is under execution ?

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: How does that question
oxise? This is about what steps the district boards and municipalities
are going to take. , ¢

Mr. SPEAXER: I thiok that question does not arise.

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: T erO e e
s oeafan ¢ ‘er‘f‘ BtchF‘GlT L3 t(e 3
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Hoa'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I refer the honoursble .
mmber to the statement on the JLibrary table where all details have
been given.

. .

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: I submit, Sir, that it is written
in the statement on the library table that steps have been taken. Will
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps have been taken?

LY .

Mr. lPEAKER' I ight say that it was with a great deal of
teluctance that this question was admitied. The malter is reully
within the administrative control of local bodies. It is only relevant
in so far as something of a provincial complexion is there. To ‘what
extent the Provincial Government has control is a subject matter for
discussion. Otherwise what the anti-malarial gocieties or what the o
district boards are doing it i not for thi Houge to discuss, except in
a general way.

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY:Swp'R‘TC‘J( Governmgnt grant (6%
e foy fo fe steps (ReW QWE TAWHE ST (FNL TG A2

The Hon’hjje Mr..TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: A full statement is laid
on the Library table. 1 think my honourable friend is labouring under
a misapprehension. Tf further facts are necessary, they can be enquired
into and stated later on. .

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Step mre a& amomx (et dre M-
et ReRerH, ab fefest fe vt sgae ey Cfam regae

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise.

Employment Officer, Bengal.

*387. Maulvi MD. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI;: Will the
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Industries Department be pleased to
state— .

Ja) the name of the Government Employment Officer;

(h) the name and address of his office ;

(c¢) the works doue up to date by this officer and his office,

(d) the ways and means in which the unemployment problem is
being" tackled by that officer,

(¢) the number of unemployed Muslims, Caste Hindus, Scheduled
Castes, Christians and others employed up to the present
time un the recommendations and suggestions of the
employment officer; and

¢ ‘the amount of money spent by the Government for She

cetablishment, upkeep and pay of the staff, etc., uptil now?
[ ]
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MINISTER in oharge of the LOCAL SELF-COVERNMENT and
INDUSTRIES DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja
Habibullsh Bahadur, of Dacca): (2) Dr. Nabagopal Das, PH.D., 1.C.S.

(b) Office of the Employment Adviser to the Government of Bengal,
Gillanders’ House, Top floor, 8, Clive Street, Calcutta.

(c) and (d) A statement is placed on the table.

(e) It will be seen from the statement referred to above ‘that in
addition to the preparation of handbooks giving details of the oppor-
tunities for employment in the various departmemts of the Governments
of quia and Bengal and in semi-GGovernment institutions such as
Railways, Steamer Companies, District Boards and Municipalities and
also in the various branches of trade and commerce in the province, the

eEmployment Adviser 48 generally giving advice to individuals seeking
employment with a view to put them on the right track and not actually
to secure employment for individuals. The object of his appointinent
is to place at the disposal of' young men and ‘their guardians detailed
information regarding the existing opportunities of employment in
various spheres so that they may select the right line for them and
obtain the training required for employment in ¢he lige selected by
them instead of wasting their money, time and energy in education
and training to dead ends. It is impossible for (Government to take
the respousibility for actually securing employment for all persons
seeking it.  The best that they can do is to give them the information
regarding the opportunities for employment and guidance in the selec-
tion of the spheres of employment suitable for them and in respect of
the training they have to obtain and the line on which they have to
proceed for securing such employment. This is what the Employment
Adviser is doing.

() Including the pay of the KEmployment Adviser, Rs. 12,450

approximately.

Statement referred to in the reply to clauses (¢) and (d) to starred
question No. 367, showing the work done by the Employment
Adviser.

The post of the Employment Adviser was sanctioped for one year
with effect from the 8th August, 1938. The duties that he was called
upon to perform are as follows:— .

(1) Preparation of Handbook giving details of opportunities of
.employment in the various departments of the Governments
of India and Bengal and in semi-Government institutions
such as Railways, Steamer Companies, District Bnards and
Municipelities, ete.



1989.] . 'QUESTIONS. 106

P (2) Pre-ptutio'n,of another Handbook giving details ¢ opportunis
, ties of employment iw the various branches of industry, trade

and commerce in this province. .

L]
{3) Sending information regarding new recruitments in Govern-
ment departments, semi-Government institutions to the two
Unive}'sities and appropriate institutions.

{4) Generally giving advice to individuals seeking employment
with a view to put them on the right track.

Thn Employment Adviser has been carrying on his duties under
{8} aud (4) above and has completed the draft of the Handbook under
(1) which is expected to be printed soon. He has also undertaken the
preparation of the Handbook under (2) above ynd fairly complete datp
have already been collected for one or* two industries. Tt is in con-
templation thal along with the preparation of this Handbook, he should
also undertake the collection of figures of middle class unemployment
in Bengal with speciul reference to age, duration of ungmployment and
educational qualifications, ete., which will be of assistance in tackling
the unemployment problem in the provinces on a more scientific basis.

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister
be pleased to state when did the work of drafting this handbook com-
mence. ¢

¢ .
The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacoca:

It has already commenced.

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: How many months before®

The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daocoas
1 could not give the exact date.

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: The Hon'ble Minister has
stated, in the statement, ‘‘preparation of handbook giving details of
opportunities of employment in the various departments of the
Governments of India and Bengal and in semi-Government institu-
tions, such as railways, steamer companies, district boards, and muni-
cipalities, etc.” Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state
whether these opportunities of employment include vacancies that
have occurred 1 various,departments of Government and in semi-
Government inmstitutions?

The Hon’ble Nawsb Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bshadur, of Dgooar
As the vacancies are advertised in all the papers, Government do not
think it necessary
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¢ Mr, SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: I want to know whether the
opportunities of employment include vacancies.

The Hon'ble Nawah Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacos:

Vacanzies in all tlese other institutions, but not Government.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will-the Hon'ble Minister be
pleased to state if he is aware that this Employlnent Adviser* was
originally required to collect approximately the unemployment statistics
in this province?

'I'ho. Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca:
He is doing that. ¢
(]

.
L]

Dr. NALINAKSHA 'SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be
pleased 1o state how far that work of this Employment Adviser has
progressed, i.e., the collection 6f unemployment statistigs, particularly
of the middle dlass?

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bchadur, of Dacca:
1 want notice to give a full reply.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be
pleased tq stute the number of persons to whom advice has been given
as mentioned ia reply (e)?

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca:

I want nolive,

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased
to state whether the Employment Adviser renders practical assistance
to individuals seeking employment so that it might be possible for
them to get employment casily instead of merely giving them oral
advice?

(3 .

The Hon'bie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoccat
That is a request for action, Sir. 1 have already stated that the
Employment Adviser is not meant for that purpose.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be
pleased to state if he is aware that the Calcutta University maintains
a department for such work as has been mentioned by him in answer
{¢) and that for a number of years there has been in existence also a
Students’ Informution Bureau for helping such students as would
require training abroad?

L
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- ¥he Hon'ble Nawab Khweja HABIBULLAN Bahadww, ¢ Dacca!
I am not aware of that fact.

e
Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased
to state what steps have been taken to collect figures of the unemployed #

The Hon'ble Nhub Khwaja HAIIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daocca:

All nedssary “19]!-} are being taken. 1 cannot ‘snswer in detail.

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister
be pleased to stute whether he has himaelf seen the draft of the Land-
book whi~h has leen prepared by ihe Employment Adviser?

Mr. SPEAKER: Not vet prepared. »

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS:. The draft hus been com-
pleted, and it is expected to he printed soon. *T want to &now whether
the Hon’ble Minister has <een the draft.

°
Mr. SPEAKER: That question idoes not arise here

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Miniater
be plensad to state what ure the details of opportunities (whigh have
been referred to in the answer) included in the draft?

Mr. SPEAKER: 'That question does not arise.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be
pleased to state in view of his answer to my question regarding the
Caleutta Tuiversity Appointment Bureau if Government is considering
the desirability vf examining whether this officer is not duplicating the
functions already being carried out?

L4 L4
The Hon'’bls Mr, A, K, FAZLUL HUQ: The Calcuttsa University
is doing nothing.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: T want the Hon'ble Minister in
charge to reply to*my question.

The Hon'bis Mr. A. K. FAZILUL HUQ: I cun reply if necessary. )

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, can the Hon'ble
the Chief Minister reply to my question!
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s ) y
Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Mr. Faslul Hugq will kiedly not do
1t. .
«(Cries of "'Hear, hear’’ from the Congress Benches.)

The Hon’ble Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUBQ: Mr. Speaker has not said
that 1 cannot reply. He has asked me merely not to reply. I can reply
if uecessary. (Cries of /Order. order’’ from the Gongress Benches.)

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, please. 1 hope that all sides of the
House will belp me in seeing that the proceedings are conducted in a
maneer by which there is no interruption. If there is an interruption
from any side, then my task becomes very difficult.

Dr. NALINAKOH‘A. SANYAL: My question, Sir, has not yet been
suswered by the Hon'ble Minister. My question is ‘‘whether the
Govermmnent 1s considering the desirability of. examining whether this
officer is mergly duplicating the work that is being carried on by the
Ioformation and Appointment Bureau of the Calcutta University and,
if so. to discontinue this work.

Mr. SPEAKER: The latter part of your question does not arise.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Then the first part of the question
way bet answered. ‘

The Hon'bie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca:
1t has already been answered.

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister consider
the desirability of including the bottom class unemployed along with
the middle class unemployed P

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise.

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: In how many cases the advick of’the
Employment Officer has proved fruitful ?

The Hon'bis Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacoat

I want notice.
19

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will it be possible for the
Hon’ble Minister to give us some idea of the steps taken for collecting
ﬁg‘uma of the unemployed without going into details?

Mr. SPEAKER: How does that question arise?
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*’ ﬂl‘. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, in reply to question of |
Mr> Banerjee..as to what steps have been taken to collect ﬂguru
egu-dmg the unemployed, the Hbn’ble Minister has said that he can-
not give the details. 1 want to know whether he can give *us same
ldea of the steps that have been taken? *

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid, there cannot be any supplementary
questiqa of this kintl. s

Soheme to drain out Barachouka area, Midnapore.

*368. Mr. NIKUNJA BEHAR! MAITI: (o) Will the Hon'ble
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department be,
pleased to state whether since his anawers to, ’ clauses (c) and (d) to
starred question No. 340 on the 30th \eptember. 1937, the scheme to
drain out the Barachouka area, Midnapore, is complete and ready for

execution ? . .

(b) 1f the answer tv (a) is in the aflirmative, will the Hon'ble
Minister be pleuved to lay on the table & copy of the said scheme and
estimate? ®

(c) If the scheme is not ready, are the Government considering the
desirability of taking into consideration the proposyl of a minor scheme
suggeated hy the affected people for the construction of a sluice at
Tikrapara in the Balighai drain and of two regulutors at Fultala and
Padkata, respectively?

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of
Cossimbazar): (a) No. Further investigation reveals that the scheme
referred to (Rasulpur Scheme) ia a purely drainage scheme and that it
will be of no help in ruising the low land by siltation or in improving
its productivity. By keeping out the tidal water it may also bring in
malaria. 1t has therefore heen dropped. '

*(b) *Does not arise.

(¢) The suggestion will be considered in connection with a minor
flushing-cum-drainage scheme for Barachouka area which has recently
been proposed by the Chief Engineer to the local people provided that
they agree to free tidal flushing of the low hil area which has been
prematurely recldimed until it has heen sufficiently raised by siltation.

‘Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: With reference to answer (¢),
will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether the minor
flushing-cum-drainage scheme referred to has been completed ?
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The Hen'ble Maharsja SRISCHANDRA NANDY; of Gossimbazar:
It haa been taken up by the Chief Engineer lately, and we are awaiting
a report 8s to whether the people woilld be agreeable to part with their
lapds required for spilling.

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUBDHURI: Wil the Hon'ble
Minister be pleased to state with reference to answer (a) of the
question whether the Government have given up ,all idea of under-
taking purely drainage schemes and, if not, why this :frainage
scheme has been dropped ?

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar:
Drainage schemes are generally discouraged by experts.

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Is the Hon’ble
Minister aware that there are drainage schemes in Bengal which are
working satisfactorily, such as Manikhali and Dankuni Drainage
Schemes ? '

The Hon'ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar:
1t is true, there are some such drainage schemes, but thet is no reason
why we should have more of them.

Mr. NIKUNJA'BEHAR! MAITI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be
pleased: to state whether the cost to be incurred in carrying'out the
flushing scheme will be borne by (iovernment ?

The Hon'ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar:
1t is still in a very premature stage, and so it is not possible for me to
give any answer to the question.

Dr, NALINAKSHA S8ANYAL: With reference to the answer that
no report has been received from the local people as to whether they
would allow their lands to be taken over for spilling, will the Hon’ble
Minister be pleased to state how many years are likely to be jakep to
get the lande silted up, as mentioned in the last sentence
of his answer (¢) P

Mr. BPEAKER: That is purely a matter for a geological expert to
reply to. .

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I want to know only whether
these lands will be 4aken over for we years or ton yemis; it cannet be
eternally taken ‘over without payimg sy onmpemsation. That is my
idea.
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1+ The Mon'ble Mahedaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Gossimbazar;
T"think, po body in this world can say how long it will take to silt up
s avea which is provided for spilling.

~Dr, NALINAKSHA S8ANYAL: In view of this answer, how are
Government proposing to compensate those tenants whose lands are .
proposed to be taken over?

»° 2.

The Hon'ble Maharaja S8RISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar:
I am afraid, we have not reached that stage to say whether the lands
will be acquired by Government, or Government expect themt to be
given free,

» L ]

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: ' Willothe Hon'ble Minister be
pleased to state whether, ag the question is hanging for over 30 years
and as the scheme reftrred to in answer (a) which was first proposed
by Mr. Adams-Williams and which has now been #nswered by the
Hon’ble Minister has completely failed, he will depute a responsible
engineer to:oe if the work can be expedited ?

The Hon’hie Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar:
I think no purpose will be served by sending any officer at this stage,
but certainly necessary steps will be tuken as the matter develops.

8pecial meeting of the Bankura Sadar Local Board.

*900. Mr. KAMALKRISHNA RDY: (a) Will the Hon'ble
Minister in charge of the I.ocal Self-(fovernment Department he pleased
to state—

(1) why was not the special meeting of the Sadar Local Board of
Bankura district convened for electing delegates to the Dis-
trict Board held at the fixed time and place on the 20th April
last; and

(11) at which place and at what time the said meeting was held ?

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware—
(¢) that ths said special meeting was held an hour late;

(#) that Dr. Kali Krishna Mitra, a member of the Sadar Loaul
Board, was not allowed to take part in that meeting; and

¥i5) that the Buddr Sabdivisional Hiicer brougit armed “pohMorce
and posted them in the District Bowrd office?
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(¢) Is the Hom'ble Minister consi dec‘umy of pheug
‘on the table copies of the legal opinion and the mre%ndence whidh
pagsed between the District Magistratd, Bankura, the Commissioner of
Burdwan.d)ivision and the Secretary, Local Self-Government Depart-
ment, in the matter of election’of the Sadar Circle Officer a5 a member*

of the Bankura District Board ?

The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH BM of Dma
(2) The special meeting of the Sadar Local Board of Bankura convened
for the purpose of electing delegates to the District Board was fixed
to be held in the District Board Meeting Room at 7 a.m. on the 20th
April, 1938. As the meeting room was found to be under lock and key
and as the Chairman of the District Board refused to open the room
for the purpose, the meeting commenced punctually.at 7 a.m. on the .
Yerandah of the Distri¢t Board building. Owing to noisy demonstra-
tions by Congress volunteers and other outsiders it became impossible
to hold the meeting on the verandah and the members had to go into
the room of the Chairman, of the T.ocal Board to complete the proceed-
ings.

(b) (2) and (%) No.

(111) The police had to be posted there merely to ensufe the main-
tenance of peacé by keeping the turbulent (‘ongress volunteers at a
distance from the pla.ce of the meeting.

(¢) The legal opinion and the correspondence between the local
officers and Government are confidential and T do not propose to lay
copies of them on the table.

Mr. KAMALKRISHNA ROY: Will the Hon'ble Minister be
pleased to state whether in view of answer (a), he thinks the change
of venue to be a vital irregularity?

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a question of opinion.

Mr, KAMALKRISHNA ROY: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware of
the fact that a change of venue without proper notice is a* vifal
irregularity ?

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise.

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: On whose report has the Hon’ble
Minister characterised the Congress volunteers as ‘‘turbulent’’ P

The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH lm. of Daocas
The District Magistrate. - X
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;’h SANY KUHQMU! will the report be available to *
thp members of Asumbly for ipformation p
‘
The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoba:
ﬁo, 1t is confidential.

,Srijut MANINDRA BHUSAN SINHA: Is it not a fact that the

Chairmgan of the Disprict Board guve another® version of the incident
stated here ?

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacoa:

T an: not aware of that.

8rijut MANINDRA BHUSAN 8INHA: Is 4t not a fact that the
police wha were posted at the office room ‘of thes Chairman of the Sadar
Local Board interfered with the freedom of access of the members of
the Sadar Loeal Board? * .

The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoccat
T d¢ not think so.
»
Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BA8BU: With regard to this last answer,
is that answer also hased on the report of the Distriet Magistrate which

ig confidential ¥
[ L ]

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacoa:

All correspondence between Government and local officers are confiden-
tiaj.

Srijut MANINDRA BHUSAN SINHA: 1. it not a fact that no
request was made to the (hairmuan of {he Distriet Board for the use of
the District Board meeting room  and that there wuax no mention in
the notive convening the meeting about the venue of the meeting®

The Hon’bie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca:
1 am not aware of that.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be
pleased to state if he has received a report from the Chairman of the
District Board, 'md if a0, what is its gist?

The Hon’ble NM Kh'lljt HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooat
I want notice.

Mr. KAMALKRISHNA ROY: Will the Hon'hle Minister gbe
yleased to state what is the hasi« for his information given in answer
{(a)?
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The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bakadur, of Dpboa:
1 have already stated that the informetion is based on the report from
the Dlstr‘ct Huglstrate

Mr. KAMALKRISHNA ROY: Has, the Hon’'ble Minister gone
through the contents of the proceedings of the Local Board?
¢
The Hon'ble Nawab ‘Khwaja HABIBULLAH ‘Bahadur, of ‘Dacca:
1 have already stated that I have gone through them, but the proceed-
ings are confidential, and, therefore, I cannot state what the
proceadings are.

8rijut MANINDRA BHUSAN 8INHA: How can the proceedings
of the Local Board be (onﬁdentla]?

(No reply.)

4

Mr. KAMALKRISHHA ROY: | want to know whether the
Hon'ble Minister has goue through the minutes of the Loeal Board
meeting.  His answer is based on the report of the proceedings of the
meeting of the Local Board concerned, °

Mr. SPEAKER: Thut question does not arise.  If you want any
minrnmilun vou can ask him a question, but whether the Hon’ble
Minister has gone through a particular paper or not is not the subject-
matter of the original question.

Mr. KAMALKRISHNA ROY: My submission is that one of the
members, namely, Dr. Kali Krishna Mitra, was not allowed to take
part in the meeting, and in answer the Hon’ble Minister says *‘No’’.
In the minutes of the proceedings it will be found that Dr. Kali
Krishna Mitra was not allowed to tuke part in the meeting.

Mr. SPEAKER: You can ask a straight question, vig., is the
Hon'ble Minister aware of the fuct that it is stated in the report® of
the proceedings that Dr. Kuli Krishna Mitra was not allowed to take
part in the meeting.

(Turning to the Hon'ble Ministery Mr. Roy’s question is whether
the Hon’'ble Minister is aware of the fact that in the report of the
procesdings of the Local Board it is mentioned that ‘“Dr. Kali Krishna
Mitra was not allowed to take part® (Dr. NALINAKSHA Saxvan: By
the police.) .

'Tlll Hon'ble Nawah Khwaja HABIBULLAH im, of Dacoa:
I am not aware of it. \
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ll%hr of Dbt Settiomant Boards in police-station Itns, Mymensingh.

" %370, Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDlN AHMAD: () Will thb-Hol:Alo
Minister in charge of the Co-operative €redit and Rural Indebtedness
Department be pleased to state the nnmes of the Debt Settlement Boards
now functioning m police-station Itna within the district of Mymen-
slngh‘»’

¢ . .

(b) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a
statement showing from the formation of each of these Boards up to
December, 1938~

(1) the number of cases filed:

(11) the pumber of cuses disposed of;

(i#7) the number of sittings called; and

(ir) the number of sittings udjmu'ned for want of quorum?

(¢) If the number of cases disposed of b\ ench Boal ix small, will
the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state the reason therefor?

(d) Whatyis th® monthly establishment costs of all these Boards?

(e) What step, it any, do the Government propose to tauke for better
functioning of these Boards?

(f) Is it in the coutemplation of Umelnment to ((mﬂtltute thuna
Boards in backward areas?

The Hontle Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: () Raji,
Dhanpur, Mirga, Itna, Badla, Baribari, Elenjuri. Joyshidhi, Katkhal,
Dhuki and Keorjore, .

(b) (i) 2,585.

(if) 426.

(ar1) 795.

(ir) 174.

. .

(¢) The number of cases disposed of is rather small, but this was
due to failure of quorums on account of unfavourable local conditions.

() Rs. 231.

(¢) The mattgr is under considerntion of Government.

f) No. .

Mr, MONMOHAN DAS: With reference to answer (¢), vxll tLe
Hon'ble Minister kindly explain what is meant by tce words
*‘unfavourable local conditions” ?
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. The Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Unfavéur-

able local conditions are somewhat of this naturé: the area is locally
kiywn to be bhanti area, which remains under deep water for several
months,* and movement from one place to another cannot be made
except by boat, which is often very risky. ,

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Will the Hon’ble Minister
be pleased 1o stute whetker the figure in answer (0)(ii) includgs the
cases which were dismissed for default; if so, what is the number of
such cases?

Ths Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I must ask
for notice, Sir,

Free distribution of seeds to Union Boards.

*371. Khan Bahadur Mauivi ABIDUR REZA CHOWDHURY:
Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Agnculture Depaitment be
pleased to state—

(@) the number of the Union Boards in each disfrict which 1eceived
this year free distribution of seeds from the agricultural
department; and

() whetber the Government propose to distribute seeds free to
some of the Union Boards in the district of Tippera?

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: () 'nion Boards aie not
supplied with seeds free of charge.  Seeds are supplied free to 96 Union
Board Farms and 285 Demonstration Centres organised by this depart-
ment throughout the province.

(h) No.

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be
pleased to stute whether the flood-affected areas have been taken in the
list for free distribution of seeds? R

The Hon'’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1f the question 1is
whether seeds are distributed o union boards, then all T can say is
that it is not done.

.«

Mr. BPEAKER: In any case, that question does not arise.

'Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon'ble Minister be
pleased to state if there is any union board farm in the distriet of
Tippera?
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+ The Hon’hle Mr, TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 cannot say that’
offhand. Probably, there are. «

Babu MADHUSUDAN SARKER: “Vill the Hon'ble Minister be
pleased to state how many demonstration centres or union board farms
are there in the dietrict of Pabna ?

[ ]
»* . . .
Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise.

Appointment of Babu Chanchal Charan Cuha Thakurta as a Sub-
Deputy Coliector,

. .
*372. Mauivi MD. ABDUS SHAMEED: (n» Will the Hon'ble
Minister in charge of the Home Department be plensed to state whether
it was o tact that aeprobationary Sub-Deputy Collector has  been
appointed under notification No. 341D, 0th May, 4933, published
in the (laleutta Gazette, dated the YWh June, 19387

(o) Will the Hgn'ble Minister be pleased to state whether the said
officer was a®Settlement Kanungo on the dute of his promotion to the
rank of Sub-Deputy Collector?

(¢) Is it not a fact— .

(1) “that he held a substuntive appommtment as **Record *Keeper’’
in the oftice of the Director of Land Reconds nnd not as a
Settlement Kanungo; and

(11) that he was promoted from the rank of clerk?

(d) If the snswer to (¢) (12} is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble
Minister be pleaned to state whether all Collectors wud heads of the
departments of the Secretarnat were asked to send 1 nominations from
the clerical staff?

(e) If the answer to (/) is 1 the negative, will the Hon'ble Minister
be plegsed to stute why the Director of Land Records, Bengal, only was
asked to send nomination from his clerical stuff

(f) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that a feeling exists amongst the
clerical staff of other offices?

(9) If so, what action, if any, does he propose to take agninst a
recurrence P ¢

The Hon'bie Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (2) A number of Sub-
Deputy Collectors were appointed in this notification. It is presupned
that the hon’ble member refers to Babu (hancbala C(haran (Guhas
Thakurta.
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« (b), (d) and (f) No.
(c) Yes.
\(e) Tlke Director of Land Records was not asked for nominations

from his clerical staff, but only from Kanungoes. In error, he sent up
the name of this officer who was an ex-Kanungo.

(9) The error was discovered after the appointmeat was made, but,
as the officer in question: had had a distinguished aetord as a Kanungo
and had earned his promotion by virtue of his services as a Kanungo,
no action was considered neceasary.

Df. NALINAKSHA SBANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister he
pleased to state who was the Director of Land Records who recom-
c<mended this ofticer? '

The Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: [ believe it wasx Mr.
Kindersley. . :

¢
.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: \Will the Hon'ble Minister he
pleased to give a reply 1o the specific question (y), which untortunately
has not been deult with in the answer given? The questfon was: “If
8o, what action, if any, does he propose to take against a recurrence’’,

but no answer has been given to that.
Mr. ‘SPEAKER: That is human nature' (Laughter.)

The Hon'ble Khwaja S8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Nir, | have notified the

Director of Lund Records that in future this should not he done,

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: But what abont the other
departments?

The Hon'’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Such nomination is not
likely to recur, because in this particular case what happened wan that
the kanungo happened to be on the clerical staff. It is extremely
unlikely that another case of this character will ever again oceur.

Kalupania Debt Settlement Board, Noakhali,

*373. Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon'ble Minidter in
charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department
be pleased tp state—

\ (@) the date on which the Kalupanis Debt Settlement Board within
police-station Sandwip in the district of Noakhali began to
function; .
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" {b) the lfumber of cases filed in the Debt Settlement Board together,
with the dates of filing of the applications since the date
the Board began to function up to the 28th Februa.r‘y, 1998 ;

(c) the number of cases disposed of.hy the Board during the said
period ; .

(d) the numb:er of cases still pending in the Board; and

(e). whether agd, if so, how many times the Circle Officer inspected

the Board?

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (o) 9th
Felbwuary, 1947, .

(M A statement is laid on the Librarv table.

(c) 64.

() 721

(e) Nine times,

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: With reference to answers (¢) and
(d), will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state why the number of
cases disposedt of 1% «o small compared with the number of cases still
pending, namely, 7217

.

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: ] think I
have had oceasion 1o explain the position from time to timé in this
House, when | stated that, to start with, the boards do take some time
to understamd the nature of the work. We are, however, trving to
hurry up these matters as quickly as possible.

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: #sme 3T ou &0 W AW
ot f& o ®q statement Library table a ey @2

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise.

Jot'es " Jaipaiguri Khas Maha! that changed hands and establishment
of agricultural farms in Western Duars Khas Mahal.

*374. Babu KHACENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: With reference
to the reply to uastarred question No. 84 of the 21st March, 1939, will
the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased
to state—

(u) how many of the 1942 jotes that have changed hands n'im:e
Mr. Mukherjee’s settlement have passed into the hands of
the non-Bengalis;
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(b) the names of places in the Western Duars Khas Mahal where ,s'ix
agricultural demonstratiop farms ‘have recently been
established ; and

(c).t(he nemes of places where six more agricultural farms are
proposed to be established for ghich provision has been made
in the Budget of 1939-40°

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: (a) Out of 1,942
jotes, 297 jotes have passed into the hands of the non-Bengalis.

(0) Agricultural demonstration farms have heen started in the fol-
lowing centres: —

(1) Alipur Duars.

(2) Salsalabari. -

(3) Parerpar.

(4) Falakata.

{6) Madarhat,

(6) Rangalibazna.

L]
(¢) Three farms will he established in the fn]lowin?: centres  of
Moyvnaguri Tuhsil: —

(1) Singimari. °
(2) *Jhurabhandar.

(3 Padamati.

The sites of other three furms have not yet been selected.  They will
be established in Kuwmargram Duar Tahsil.

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon'ble Minister be
pleased to consider the desirability of introducing legislution to prevent
lands from passing into the hands of non-Bengalis and non-agricul-
turists ?

The Hon'ble 8ir BIJOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Ax I had ‘the
privilege to state before, the question of legislation to prevent lands
from passing into the hands of non-agriculturists is under the con-
sideration of Giovernment. It is a complicated matter, and it will take
some time. As regards preventing lands from passing into the hands
of non-Bengalis. naturally non-agriculturists will include non-
Bengalis!

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be
pléused to state the total area of the 247 jotes that have passed into
the hands of non-Bengalis ¥

€
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';, The Hon'ble 8ir BIJOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I ask for notice,,
8ir. * )

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be
pleased to state if the statement made by him refers to other areas
besides Jalpnigure' khas lands?®

[ ] . .

”
The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGCH ROY: Yes, Nir.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be
pleased to state if Government are considering the desirability of intro-
ducing legislutione hefore the Land Revenue Commission submit iheir.
report ?

Mr. SPEAKER: [Tt question doer not arise.
.

Pefitions filed for settlement of debts.

*375. Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: () Will the Ton'ble
Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness
Departipent he pleased to Jay on the table a statement showing, district
by district, from the yvear of the establishment of the Debt Settlement
Boards in the distriet up 1ill the present time--

(0r the total amount of debts for the setilement of which petitions
have been filed before the different Boards; and

(2/) the maximum amount of u single debt for the settlement of
which o debtor has filed petition before any Board?

(h)y Has any method been adopted for speedy disposal of the cases
before the Boards?

.(c).lf the answer to () is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble
Minister be pleased to state what is the method adopted and with what
result?

The Ho’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) (1) A state-
ment is laid on the library table.

(1t) I have no information.

{b) Measures designed to secure speedier dispusal are adopted from
time to time on the basis of experience gained
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. (o) ¥t would take too long to enumerate all these mensures in detail:
in particular, the two following steps havé been taken: The Rules have
2n am((ended to allow—

(1) simultaneous issue of fotices under sub-section (£) of section 12
and sub-section () of section 13 and of orders under section
14 for production of documents: and

(1) transaction of roytine business by any one prember of the Board.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be
pleased to state if he ix aware of a single case in which the debt of
amount involved was Rs. 25 lakhs in a single application ?

« The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: No, Sir.

Dr. NALINAKSHA S8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister he
pleased to state if he is aware that there was a xingle case in the Jalpai-
guri district where the amount involved exceeded Rs. 25 lakhs?

The Hon'hle Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICKs | am not
aware of it,

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Wil the Hon'ble Minister be
pleased “to state if hix department keeps information about big lund-
holders applving to the Debt Settlement Board for settlement of sums
exceeding the amount which an agriculiurist can ever conceive of

Mr. SPEAKER: That question dues not arise

Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: With reference to answer (¢, will the

Hon'ble Minister be pleased to stute what ix the busis of his experience P

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise.

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, T draw your atiention to
answer (¢) (7). T wanted to know the maximum amount of a single
debt for the settlement of which petitions have been filed before the
different bourds and the answer is I have no information.” I wanted
to know a definite information and the question was admitted on the
27th February and after two months, the Hon'ble Minister savs that he
has no information. There is section 5 (2A) of the Agricultural
Debtors Act which provides for fixing the maximum amount of debt
which could be dealt with by the Debt Seitlement Boards and I wanted

to know if any maximum amount has been fixed ?
t
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~¢'The Howbie Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I would refer ,
to the statement which I made at the time of the budget. The
mazximum amount has been decided upon but we have got to gettle ’o
terms of the rules according to the legal phraseology. That is why €he
rules have not been published,

v

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be
plea to state by what time he is expecting to be in a position to
issue the rules?

The Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: In the Gourse
of a few weeks.

L] »
.

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will 1he Hou'ble Minister be
pleased to state if the (Zibinet has derido:d to fix the maximum amount
at Ra. 5,000

3
L]

Mr. SPEAKER; lle cannot he expected to disclose Cahinet secrets.
L ]

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'ble Minister be
pleased to state if he enguired hefore auswering nev question what was
the maximum amount of a single debt for which application jas filed
before & Debt Settlement Bourd in the provinee ¥

The Hon’ble Mr, MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: | would
request the honourable member to reahse that we have to deal with 26
districts in the province having 3,500 hourds dealing with severa]l lakhs
of such cases.

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Tlie Hon'ble Minister has given
a long statement of the t1otal amount of debts, distriet by district; so
if he had only intended 10 get that information, he could have

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 cannot allow this sort of argument.

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'ble Minister be
pleased to state if he enquired of the amount of a single maximum debt
in an application that was filed hefore a Debt Settlement Board ?

Mr. SPEAKER: He has already said that it is impossible to %ind
this out when dealing with 3,500 boards.
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Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: Dobt Settlement ~Board & WX

oy, O Ry M2 maximum  amount  R¥F WA rule
N, Ot f& Cabinet ax [(¥1% ("2q ¥ protection (KX &R WITTS
I (FTHER A2 .

(A
Mr, SPEAKER: That guestion does not arise. I must say that
for some time I have been noticing that questions ar:e being put by you
which are not fair questions—I would not say Yor what reason—but
these ure not fair questions and you also know perfectly well that they
are so,

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(aluwerrt'to which were laid on the table)

Election of Union Boards of Chandina and Laksham police.stations,
K ' Tippera.

157. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: (.) Will the Hon’ble
Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Nepartment he pleased
to stnte when the election of the Union Boards ot Chandina and Laksham
police-stations of the district of Tippera was held?

(b) ‘Huve the names of the elected and nominated members been
published in the Gazette?

() When the elections of the Union Boawds of other police-stations
of the Sudar subdivision were held ¥

(d) Whether the names of the elected and nominated members of
the police-stations of the Sadur subdivision other than Chandina and
Laksham have been published in the Gazette? If so, when?

(e) If the answer {o clause (h) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble

Minister be pleased to stute the reasons for the delay in publishing the
names?

The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca:
(u) Between the 28th March and the 4th April, 1938.

() No.
(¢) In December, 1947, and January, 1938.

(d) Yes. The names were published in the (alculta (Gazette of the
24th November and the 15th December, 1938.

(e) The .praposals for nominations, which were submitted by the
Subdivisional Officer to the District Magistrate in the latter part.of
Au‘gust, 1938, were returned to the former by the District Magistrate
after scrutiny on the lst September, 1938, with directions to endeavour

]
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w find Scheduled Castes nominees in specific cases. Revised proposals ,
were accordingly submitted by the Subdivisional Officer on the 2lst
September, 1938, and the matter was then referred to the Chajrman
the District Board for his opinion. The Chairman's oommen?s', whrclxl
were received on the 7th November, 1938, necessitated a further
reference to the Subdivisional Officer and after the revenpt of the
latter’s reply on the 2Ist November, 1918, enquiries had again to be
made fFom him amta the suitability of the proposed nominees. The
Subdivisional Officer’s report having been received on the 7th December,
1938, final orders were pussed by the District Magistrute on the 8th
December for notifying the numes of the selected persons.

The District Magisiraie has  reported that the matter was
subsequently lost sight of by his office and that the notification was
finally sent to the h(*ngn] (fovernment l’rew on the Hth January, 1939,
for publication in the Guzette. On an enqmrv muade by Government
from the Superintendent, Bengal Government Press, however, it appears
that the notification in {uestion has not been wctually veceived by him
from the District Magistrate. The Divisions] Commissfoner hus been
asked to have an enquiry made into the matter and to have the nomina-
tions publishe.d as qurly as possible.

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon'ble Minister be
pleased to state wheiher proposals for nomination, made by the Sub-
divisiongl Officer are in all cases referred to the Chaivman of the District
Board for his opinion or there was an exception made in this cuse?

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacoa:
In nearly all cases these are referred to the Chairman of the District

Board.

Eden Canal and certain other Canal Revenue Divisions.

158. Mr. DHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKERJI: («) Is the
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Communications and Works (Irriga-
tio?) Pepartment aware—

(1) that the area irrigated hy the Eden Canal has decreased; and

(i7) that the same sataff have been all along maintained for the
Eden Canal?

(b) 1s the Hon'ble Minister aware—

(t) that there is no post of a head clerk in the Midnapore Canal
Revenue Division; and

(#7) that the post of a head clerk has been created in the Damdar
Canal Revenue Division?



126 QUESTIONS. . [20rE Armm,

. The Hon'ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY; of WI
(a) (¢) Yes. ‘ ‘

\ (i7)«Ves, but the question of reduction is under consideration.
(b) Yes.

Suicidal death of Rati Kanta Mandal of Krishnapur, Lohagara Union,
¢ «

158. Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GHOSE: (¢) Is the Hon’ble Minister
in charge of the Revenue Department uware that one Rati Kanta
Mandal ot Krishnapur, Lohagara Union, police-station Lobagara, com-
mitted suicide?

(b) If so, what are the reasons tor taking such’a tatal step?

(¢) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state what was the
amount of the gratuitous relief given to the lLohagara Union hoth in
the shape of money and rice?’

.

(@) Will the Hon'he Minister he pleased to state whether the
Subdivisional Officer of Narail enquired into the matter referred to
in (a)? ° [

(¢) 1f so, what is the result of such enquiry?

() Has it been ‘brought to the knowledge of the Hou'hle Minister
that o aumber of people are still pussing their days withouts food in
Lohagura police-station particularly in villages Chalighat, Raigram,
Paikonart, Fedi, Lal-Muahiskhola, Sababajpui and others?

() It the unswer to (f) is in the atirmative, will the Hon'ble Minis-
ter be pleased to make an enguity and take necessary steps in the
matter?

The Hon’ble 8ir BIJOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: (¢) Yes.

(b) and (e) He had been suffering for a long time from nervous
debility and earache and wus under the treatment of some local
physicians.  As he got no relief he went to Culcutta in Sraban‘last
but had to return disuppointed as there was no improvement. As he
could not bear the sufferings due to the ear disease he committed
suicide.

(r} 37 maunds, 28 seers and 13 chittaks of rice have been distributed
in the nion. Maney doles have not been given in the area.

(d) Yes.
(/h No. Recently the Subdivisional Officer visited Raigram and
Murichpasha. No one made any such complaint before him.

(9) Does not arise.
4
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Mf. ATUL KRICHNA CHOSE: With reference to answers (d) )

and (e), will the Hon'ble Misister be pleased to state the source of hu
information ?

The Hon'ble S8ir 'IJOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: District
Magistrate.
.
Mr . ATUL KRISHNA GHOSE: Will the Hon'ble Minister be
pleased to state if he is aware that Rati Kanta Mandul had been to the
Tnion Board President of Lobagara and after being refused, he intimat-

ed to his wife that the President of the Union Bourd said that he belng
a stalwart figure——

Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot make a ~tdtemqnl you lud better puts
your supplementary question.

Mr. ATUL KRISHNRA CHOSE: [Iu order to put my supplementury

question. I have got 1o muke a ~tutement, Sir. *
Mr. SPEAKER? [ am afraid, you cannot,

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: I. the llon'ble Minister aware of
the fact that the report that he has received is not a correct one, and
that the man commifted suicide hecause he could not get his food?

The Hon'hle 8ir BIJOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: The honourable
member himself is rather supplving the information and not asking for
information.

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GHOSE: [. the Hon'ble Minister aware that
the President of the Union Board himself admitted that the man com-
mitted suicide because he did not get his food?

-The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: No, Sir. That is

not the (Government's information.

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GHOSE: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware
that Ratikanta Mandal went to the President of the U'nion Board for
help but was refused ?

The Hon'ble Sir B1JOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: (iovernment bave
no information on that point.

(Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose wanted to put further questions, but was
not allowed to do so by the Speaker as the time for questions was over.)
»
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_ . Mr, ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: May I submit that the maw com-
wmitted suicide because he could not gef any food—

\Mr. SPEAKER: I may tel] you that after the question time s over, ’
0o further questions are allowed. This way never done. It is po use
erguing with me. .You ought to remember that certain conventions
must be observed. After the time is over, I cannot/allow any further

supplementary questions<to be put. You must pet 4t off till tke next
day.

Appointments under the Director of Agriculture, Bengai, since 1937.
160. Maulvi MD. MOSLEM ALI MOLLAH: («) Will the Hon'ble
“Minister in charge of fhe Agrjculture Department be pleased to state—

(7) the number of appointments with designations and scales of
pay made under the Director of Agriculture, Bengal, since

1937,
{11) the names, age, caste and the place of residence of the persons
appointed; and .

€
(#11) whether all those vacancies had been duly advertised before
they were filled up? -

) ].l' the answer to (a) ({11) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble
Minister be pleased {o state the reasons therefor*

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (¢) A statement is laid
-on the Library table.

(1) Does not arise.

Establishment of Special Boards for Co-operative Central Banks in
Tippera.

161. Maulvi MUHAMMAD HASANUZZAMAN: (a) Will  the
Hon'ble Minister in charge of the (‘o-operative Credit and Rural Indebt-
edness Depariment be pleased to <tate whether the (Government con-
template establishment of (o-operative Central Bank Special Board at

* Taksam Central Bank and in other Banks of Tippera?

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble

Minister be pleased to state—

(1) whether the District Magisirate has submitted his suggestion
for nomination of members of Laksam Central Bank Special -
Board; and i :

«s5) if not, what are the reasons for the delay?
LY
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5" ic) Are the Go%ﬂfment considering the desirability of utabhahmc
th’e said-Board by the«30th Apnl 1939

The Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICKts(a) ¥he
‘guestion of establishing such a Board is under discussion with the local
officers.

(b) and (¢) Daynot arise.

ADJOURNMENT MOTION.

. Mr, SASANKA 'E*HAR SANYAL: Mr Npeaker, Siv, sinve the
Chiet Minister has arrived to-day, may I have vour leave to move the
adjournment motign the notice of which I have given before. The other
day vou were pleased to postpone the muygter owing to the unavaidahle®
absence of the Hon'ble the (*hief Minister, *

Mr. BPEAKER: | will have to condiden whether thiv motion is in
order or not, *

1 want to know trom the Chief Minister whether this apeech was
delivered by jim u®a Minister of (fovernment or in his private capacity.
This is the only point at issue.

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: You khow, Sir, us well an

Ido. .

Mr. SPEAKER: I have no personal knowledge; T can tell you that
I have not read the speech.

Mr, SASANKA SEKHAR BANYAL: A Minister cannot divest
himself of his capacity as such.  He is a public servant. He is 4 whole-
time servant and is paid out of the public exchequer. He has mude a
public utterance, and that utterance has affected a large section of the
public. It has also the effect of inciting another section of the public,
We as representutives of the public ure entitled to discuss such public
utferafices which are likely to have serious repercussion upon the public
at large.

Mr, SPEAKER: | want to know from the Chief Minister whether
the speech was de]nered at the meeting of the Bengal Provincial
. Muxlim League i in his private caparity or on behalf of Government?

Dr. NALINAKSHA BANYAL: I rise on a point of order, Sir.
Before the Hon'ble the Chief Minister has replied to the point raisec®by
vou, I want to know whether as Speaker you would be pleased to accept
10 .
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any statement of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister with regard to a ques-
dion of fact. Whether Mr. Fazlul Huq had been funrtmmng at the
moment as the Chief Minister of Bengal or had ceased to function, that
is \he ppint. Whether he has made the statement in his perscual
capacity or not is not a matjer for us to enquire. Every speech that he
makes is to be presumed an act of the Cljief Minister, and the public
of Bengal will take # as such so long as he has been functioning as the
Chief Minister. It is not @ matter on which the opfnion of the Chief
Minister counts. ‘ oo

Mr. SBANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Will you please remember that it
was a statement of the public policy of the Cabinet at a meeting held
for a political purpose*

« Mr, SPEAKER: "That is exactly the point I want to know—
whether it was a statement of public policy.

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: The question is whether the
speech itself di:closes that the statement was a statement of public
poliey.  Under the present constitution it will be difficult to distinguish
between a public and a private capacity of a Minister.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 will hear you later.

Dr. NALINAKSHA BANYAL: The Chief Minister has all along
been in the habit of saying one thing one day and denying it the next
day.  What is the use of tuking his view on the matter then?

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: After all the remarks that
have been made 1 pray that the discussion  should  take place 1
adhere to the statement 1 made.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do not think I should be guided by the impas-
sioned statement of one side or the other that discussion should take
place. 1t is my duty as Speaker to see as to whether the rules are
correctly observed or not.  From that point of view when a statement
is made, 1 should like to know whether that 15 a statement of Govern-
ment policy or merely a private speech.

The Hon’ble Mr. A, K, FAZLUL HUQ: Thee was a public meet-
ing. 1 made a ~tutement and I take the full responsibility for it. It
was not a statement of Government, but I made a statement and 1
take the full responsibility for it.

Mr. S8PEAKER: I want to know whether your statement was made
as that of the Chief Minister?®
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* The Hon'ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: It cannot be the
sthtement of (Government. We are no party to that statement. ¢

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: But vour Chief adhdmed tf it
and vou are backing him up. '
[ ]
The Hon'ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: [ can make a
apeec?:. like that af a Hindu meeting. .
Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: You have been thoroughly

exposed, You have not the moral courage of conviction.

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: You have always
got the Finance Minister in vour brain.

. L]
Mr. SANTOS8H KUMAR BA8U: Shame ;() the Hindu Ministers.
The Hon’ble Mr. NALIN! RANJAN ‘SARKER? Shame to the

opposition.

L]
Mr. SPERKEH: I do not want to have a discussion on this point.
I think it is the duty of the responsible lenders both to my right und
to my left to see that there 1s no excitement in ae matter like this. 1
have to, make a decision as to whether this matter comes within  the
adjournment motion or not,

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: 1t ix s shame to the
Hindu Ministers that they should back their ('Lief in such a matter.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 know vou, Mr. Rai Chaudhuri. fo be u mman
of sober temper.

It is very difhcult tol me to carry on the bu<iness of the House if
there is such exeitement. Tt is a verv important matter and T hope
thay feelings which we likely to be roused will not cloud the real jssue
for the time heing before me as to whether this motion is in order or
not. I am really prepared to hear you on the point, if it is necessary,
a8 to whether this motion is in order or not. The difficulty of {this
motion (it being an adjournment motion) is that it must conform to
certain canons and one of the eanons is that the motion must deal with
a matter on which a resolution could not be moved. Well, a resolu-
tion cannot be moved on any matter with which a member of (Fovern-
ment is not connected in his official capacity or public capacity,

. _ »

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: To which rule do vou refer?
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Mr. SPEAKER: Please find it out. I awn surprised to find that
Dr. Sanyal does not know the rules. I will however show it to yod.

br. NALINAKSHA SANYI'\L: Which rule?

Mr. SPEAKER; Section Y4 ot the *Rules and Standing Orders
says ‘‘Provided that no resolution shall be admissible which does not

comply with the following condition, namely:— _

. .
It shall not contain arguments, inferences, 1ronical expressions or
defamatory statements, npor shall it refer to the conduct or
« character of persons except in their official or public capacity™

That being so, 1 have to be satisfied whether it is in connection
“with an official or puBlic capacity. An adjournment motion is also
subject to certain other festrictive provisions. It has heen the position
not merely in India but also in Parliaoment that unless that matter is
somehow connec ted with (Govérnment—an ad]ournmeut motion which
is @ censure o Governmeni cannot be moved. On  that point 1
want elucidation as to whether this is a matter which is the policy of
Governntent or is connected with the action of Goverament.  But mem-
bars might ask what is the proper method of ventilating their grievances
on this matter where a Minister in his private capacity delivers A
speech like the one -ander discussion.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Iic hus made it abundantly clear.

Mr. SPEAKER: So far as that matter is concerned what is the
remedy? There are three remedies open.  One is adjournment motion :
another is No-Confidence Motion and the third is Resolution. The
question is whether it comes within the purview of an Adjournment
Motion or not. 1 have been very carefully going into this matter for
sonte time and if it is not a statement of policy of (Fovernment as it
has been elicited but merely a statement of one who is a member of
the Government———

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Or a mad mun,

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: Dr. Sanyal must with-
draw that expression.

“

Mr, JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: The only question is the
admissibility of the motion——

‘Mr. SPEAKER: My attention bas been drawn to the fact that
Dr. Sanyal has used an objectionable expreasion,
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+ Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: [ suid that the atatement of

mad man as you suggested might be ignored.

“ 4
Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. (Gries of “withdraw™ from the

Coalition Benches.) .

I must xay hat it iz most uniair that anvbedy should interrupt
when the Speakey is on his legs however good and just the cause might
be. Dr. Sanyal, will you withdiaw that expression?

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I <ubmif, Sir, that it ix not an
imputation against anyvbody : T have not named any purticulur person.
I would rather withdraw trom the House than withdrow that expres-
sion.  You cannot be so unfaiv to me by nsisting on my withdrawing
the expression when T meant nobody. 1 am ey ta say. Sir, that by this
vou will be helping the other side. '

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA CUPTA: [ wanted to,mahe it quite

clear to NOU——

Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: On u point of order, Sir. 1 thuk
it ix not in keeping with the dignity and prestige of the House 1o dis.

cuss anvthing further unless and until your order is earried out,
.

My SPEAKER: Now Dr. Sanval say~ he did noi saysanvthing
about a pmtieular person T ooannot ask bim o theyefore to withdraw
1t

Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: e did not «av that  He definite.

Iv said, T will not withdraw™,

Mr. SPEAKER: | did not hear him suy «o. His voiee was drowned
in the noise.  He was just going 1o suv ~omething when there was an
intertuption,

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CGUPTA: Thut i~ exactly the point.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: | Lave made it perfectly  clear

that 1 did not mention any name o1 reter to any individual,
»

Mr. SPEAKER: What wur your statenent?

Dr. NALINAKSHA S8ANYAL: You were saying that it wyy the
statement of a private person in hix private capacity and 1 added along
with that “or a mad man”. It does pot ref('r.(n any individual.
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* Mr. K. NOORUDDIN: Dr. Sanyal has said that you are showing
partiality to this section of the House.

\ ot

Mr. SPEAKER: T have tAken notice of that, and I am coming
to that later on. Whatever be the excitement of the members in this
House, the Speaker is the one person who is not expected to lose his
bead and I hope it will be remembered that if the $peaker also “‘loses
his head it will be very difficult to keep control ‘over the House. 1
must say from the manner in which some members of the House are
creating noise that it is very difficult for the Speaker to come to a
right conclusion over facts. Now, if the statement is in the nature of
what Dr. Sanyal says, then I must say that it is not a reflection. My
impression was that he referred to the speech of the Hon'ble the Chiet
Minister. He save that' he has not done so. As that interruption was
in the midst of a general statement which 1 was making, well, coming
after that, it was not an imputation. .

Apart from that Dr. Sanyal has made a most serious imputation
against the Speaker and 1 would now adjourn the House. I do not
propose to take the Chair again till the House dec 1de~ what steps it is
going to take against this imputation. <

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I am perfectly willing to with-
draw all the imputations that I might have made against the Speaker.

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BAS8U: Mr. Speaker, Sir, now that
Dr. Sanyal has made an unqualified withdrawal and apology, 1 think
you, Sir, in your generosity and in full consciousness of the dignity
of vour position, will he pleased to accept it.

Mr, SPEAKER: I aum quite prepared to accept that. But I must
ask the Leaders of the different Groups to help me in carrying on my
functions as the Speaker by keeping under severe control members who
can make a statement of that nature even in the midst of excitement,
and I have nothing further to add. It is not a question of argument.

So far as the discussion is concerned, I will give my reason ‘as to
why the motion for adjournment is not in order. For the time being
it seems to me that the motion is not in order.

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: You have not hFard us, Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER: I am prepared to hear from one on your side
only ahout the legal point.

8
Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Mr. Spesker, Sir, with regard
to the legal point I wopld like to mention that it is a matter of very
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great public importehce inasmuch as under the present constitution’
the Ministers will be called upon to make statements of their policy—
policy of Government—before their party assemblages. In the pretent
case the Hon’ble the Chief Minister while presiding over a meeting
of the Bengal Provincial Muslim League made a, statement of policy
which evidently veverybody in that meeting and those outside who
had rgad that reporf must have taken as n statement of policy of the
Government. I would submit, Rir, that the feeling that has been
created in the province——

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Basu. I hope yvou will confine yourself*to the
legal point.

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Yes. Sir the statement that he
has made can legitimately give rise to a feelir;g that it is a statement
of policy on behalf of the Government by one who certainly is entitled
to represent the policy of the Government before the public. T submt,
Sir. that this House can by an adjournment motion question that
statement and raise that question for an answer from the Minister
who is respomsible®for a statement of that character. Tt is extremely
difficult. Sir. to dissociate the public character of the Minister in a
matter of public policy delivered on a public occasion at an important
meeting of a political party which is the party to which the Minister
himself belonged at that moment and still belongs. I would, there-
fore. submit, Sir, that if you once decide that theso statements of
policy in political meetings which certainly have a political aspect
and will influence public opinion or sentiment in this province are
bevond the purview or the scope of adjournment motions, then [
submit that it will result in a substantial curtailment of the
privileges of this House. This House is the only forum, Kir, where
the Ministers can really be put on their trial on their statements of
policies made in such public meetings. I would, therefore, submit,
Sir, that if you once hold that this is not within the purview of an
adjournment motion, it will be difficult for us to exercise our function
in"calling into question such statements which have been or may be
made from time to time. There are two other remedies pointed out
by you, viz.. a no-confidence motion or a resolution. I submit thera
might be alternative remedies, but that does not deprive usx of the
other remedy if that is unquestionably open to us. I, therefore,
submit that you’will not take steps to curtail our rights and privileges
and thereby deprive the Opposition of a very valuable right which
has been conferred upon it by the Government of India Aet and the

rules made thereunder.
]

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, may I only add that
Major Attlee’s speech was the subject of discussion in the House of
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+Parliament—u speech made at a Scottish Dinner of the Premier; and
ko far ax my recollection goes—I #m not quite sure of the fact—there
havg beed other cases including that of Sir Stafford Cripps. On that
basis, Sir, you cannot diséociute the personality of the Premier and
the President of a political association when he is making a speech
in public in a political conference. While he. ,is continuing as
Premier, it is absolutely necessary that we should hgve an opportunity
of discussing the matter. My friends have nugéested the motion of
no-vonfidence. That may wait: we may not new despair of pointing
out the error of his ways and helping the establishment of communal
peace cand harmony in this province. If vou rule out an adjournment
motion on a technical ground as to whether he was actually speaking
as {1 ¢ Chief Minister or as the President of the Muslim League, we
*thull be deprived of a’corrective remedy with regard to some wrongs
done by a person whose position requires that every word should be
uttered with the wtmost caution. This is whgt T want voeu, Sir, to
corsider, ‘

The Hon'ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: Sir, 1| submit
that if i is wecepted as a matter for an adjournment motion, it would
be ereating a dangerous precedent.  This is a Coalition Government,
and every Minister has a right to speak to his party as to how the party
should organise itself. | am quite sure that even at a public meeting,
even at the conference of the Mushim  League, whatever the Chief
Minister might have said, must have been his own view as President
of the Muslim League. It has nothing to do with the Government
policy, becanse if it had been a Government policy. he ought to have
consulted us.  As he har said something to his co-religionists, so 1T am
perfeetly at liberty to say to the Hindus to organise themselves to
fight against the Mubhummadans.  You may remember, Sir, that at
a Muslim League meeting at Lucknow which the Hon’ble the Chief
Minister atgended as a delegate he said something which 1 did not
corroborate,—1  refuted it in newspapers saving that 1 did not
subseribe to his poliey....... ... (Dr. Naninakssa Sanvan: A happy
family indeed!y  We muy not be a happy family. As a mattere of
fact, Sir, that has nothing to do with the polies of a Coalition Govern-
ment.  As regards the case of Major Attlee, 1 do not remember the
case well.  But so far as T know, it was in connection with the policy
of the Government and not the case of an individual who addressed
his own view te his own parts. That ic why Major Attlee’s case
cannot be taken as a precedent.

Mr, SPEAKER: Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu and Mr. Jogesh
Chqndra Gupta bave raised certain points and have given certain
precedents. In view of that. I think I should not give my final
decision to-day. Tbistwill help me to consider the matter in detail
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and in a dispassionate manner. I can assure the House that while?
I shall not allow myself to be carried away by any feeling for one
side or the other as to whether the motion should be allowedsor not,
T shall rigidly abide by the rules as ol understand them. It may
happen that my understandimg of the rules might not be correct.—the
honourable members certainly possess a remedy for that. So far as
my stady of the lgatermh at hand are concerped, my present inelina-
{ion i®that the motidn is not in order; but in view of the points just
ruised, I want time to consider the whole thing in fuller detail and
then give my decigion thereon.  As this will take time, T am of opinion
that the question of urgeney will not arise. .

I now call upon Khan Bahadur Mahammed Al to move Resolution
No. | which stands in his name.

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED AL!: Nir. | Leg to move- —

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDINS | am gery worry o
interrupt wt this stage, Sir. It the adjournment motion is to be
allowed ai all, 1t should be done to-day and not later, becuuse of the
importance od the *Culeutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Ou u point of order. Sir. The
matter of the adjournment motion has been closed for the present and
the regllar business of the House has already been taken fup. I
these circumstances, the question of taking up the adjournment motion
to-day cannot be raised.

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: I view of the fact that the
Opposition have expressed their willingness to take up the adjourn-
nent motion to-day and | also want it to be discussed to-day, | would
ask vou to fix a time for it to-day. 1 am accepting the challenge of
the Opposition.

Mr. SPEAKER: Even it it 1s accepted v vou, | have got to ree
whethgr 1t i~ in order. and unless and until 1 am satisfied, | cannot
allow the discussion to take place.

NON-OFFICIAL RESOLUTIONS
. )
Reduotion of Pay for New Entrants to Indian Civil Service.

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I rise to move that this
Assembly is of opinion -that the Secretarv of State for India be mored
to reduce the scale of pay for all new entrants to the Indian Civil
Service and the Indian Police Service.
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A very eminent political leader of this country once said that
memberg of the Indian Civil Service are seldom Indians, hardly ever
civil and by no means a servant. But it is gratifying to note that
to-day happily that charge does not fully hold good, for quite 8 good
proportion of them.are Indians and a large number of them have
become cvivil. With the advent of the present Reférms and trprsfer-
ence of greater powers tv the:T.egislature, the superfority conscipusness
of the Indian Civil Servants is slowly but perceptibly undergoing a
change. I mention this because the resolution I am sponsoring to-day
is not born out of any feeling of resentment or grievance which in the
past have so often embittered relations between the services and the
public. In the past, men in the services have often looked upon
themselves as demi-gods administering justice and mercy to a benighted
populace, and naturally enough, in the public mind there was a sense
of dull and impotent rage against public servants, paid out of publie
money, who treated their masters in a way hatdly consonant with that
relationship. &f to-day 1 raise the question once again and want the
scales of salaries of Indian Civil Service and Indian Police Service
reduced, it i3 not out of any such feeling of resentment nor with the
iden of making political capital out of it but becau$e a calin and
dispassionate survey of the financial situation in the country, a survey
which it was perhaps impossible in the past to undertake with detach-
ment, convinces me that princely scales and  privileges enjoyved by
these sérvices are out of all proportion to and incompatible with the
pressing economic needs of the people and the extremely meagre
resources of the country,

Nir. in a country where the bulk of the population cannot have
even two squuare meals a day, where the question of dal bhat still
presents the most burning problem of the hour, it is nothing short of
a disgrace to superimpose on that country a service carrving a scale
of pay which the already overburdened tax-payer can ill-afford to
bear. It has been maintained in the past at the cost of the hungry
millions of half-famished, semn-elad, and disease-stricken people of
this country and is being maintained at present as a legacycof *the
past bureaucratic Governments and shielded by the protecting wings
of the Government of India Act of 1935, But with the dawn of a
new era of a fairly democratic Government, it is but meet and proper
that efforts should now be made to rectify us far as practicable the
concomitant evils of foreign domination. .

Sir, it is apparent from a mere cursory perusal of the budget that
the present scale of pay of Imperial Service officers makes the
administration of the province very top-heavy and leaves but a bare
ma¥gin for important works of nation building. To quote a single
instance, the maintenance of the establishments of the five Divisional
Commissioners costs #ie Provineial Exchequer a huge and staggering
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sum of Rs. 4,05,000 pet annum, and that at a time when money cannot *
be found for free primary education about which the whole province,
with one voice. is insistent. Sir, the posts of such Divisional Commis-
sioners can easily be abolished without affecting in any way the
efficiency of the administratifn. Or, in the alterpative, the number
can gasily be reduced from 5 to 3, as suggested in the report of the
Swan b'pmmittee. of which you, Sir, were a member. Even this step
would save a drainage of over a lukh and a half from the provincial
coffers. Sir, the scales of pay of the provincial services have been
revised and the basic sulary reduced to Rs. 130 from Rs, 250 per
month.  This has certainly minimised the heavy charges undef the
head **General Admnistration™, but there has been no proportionate
reduction in the basic pay of the lmperial Servjees nor a revision in 2
their scales. This, Sir. is inequitable atd unjust. After all, there
is very little difference in the quality of Indian recruits to the twe
services and in the natume of work expected of them,

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI (to the Hon'ble
My, Nalini Ranjan Sarker): Why are vou looking so pale¥

(At this stage the Hon'ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker crossed over
to the bench of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuriy ¢

Khan Bahadur MOMAMMED ALI: The Indian recruits to
Imperial Services and the provineial services are drawn from the same
strata of society possessing the same type of qualifications. Instances
are not rare when candidates unsuceessful at the competitive examina-
tion for entrance to the Provincial Civil Services huve competed and
qualified for admission to the Tmperial Services,

The Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: May I point out, Sir,
th:n.wp.nn this side of the House caunot hear anything because of the
conversation that is going on over there (pointing to the Congress
Benches)?

(At this stage the Hon'ble Mr Nalini Runjan Sarker came back
to hig seat.)
.

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: The Finauce Minister
has been anubbed by the Home Minister! (Laughter.)
. ’
Mr. SPEAKER: There is alway« danger in crossing the floor!
(Laughter.) .
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: And further, instances are also
not wagting when nominations to the Indian Civil Service have been
made {fom the cadre of the Provincial Service. On the other hand,
examinations and methods of recruitment to both the Imperial and
the Provineial Servmes are also identica, with the result that we pay
for our Indian Civilians a sum wholly disproportionate to the mgrket-
price at which they age avpilable; especially m these days tﬁ’ acute
and ever-growing unemployment problem.

The Lee Commission report in discussing the question of the basic
pay of the Lmperial Services agreed with the views expressed in the
Islington Commission Report, which runs as follows: —

“Government shoyld pay so much and so wmuech only to their
employees as is necessary tos obtain recruits of the right stamp and to
maintain them in such a degree of comfort and dignity as will shield
them from temptation and keep them efficiant for the term of their

service '’ .

Sir, I accept that principle  whole-heartedly, but that prineiple
itself demands that the extravagant scales ngw  prevalent in the
Imperinl Services must be curtailed. Can  any one ' maintain that
recruits of the right stamp will not be available even if the maximum
salary of the Indian Civil Service were Rs. [,500 per mensem? Can
any one maintain that Rs. 1,000 would not be enough to maintain
District Officers in u degree of comfort and dignity as will shield them
from temptation and keep them efficient for their term of service?
Further, ia it not a fact that the degree of responsibility and initiative
required from a Government servant has changed materially in the
India of to-day? For, with the ushering in of the present reforms
and the transferance of power from the Civil Servants to non-officials,
the responsibility that so long vested in the officers of superior services
have been curtailed to a very considerable extent, and, vonsequently,
they bave now very little ~cope to succumb to temptations.  Further,
with the growing consciousness of the people aud the interest evinced
by local members of Legislatures, it is vo longer possible for Civil
Servants and police officials to stoap to corruptions. One word more
in this connection. Kir, in the previous regimes, in the days when
bureaucracy held sway, members of the Indian Civil Service had to
adumbrate policies and direct lines of action which the Government
of the day had to adopt. Kven District Officers yere like feudatory
chiefs, and one, as late as 1931, was known as the Maharaja of a
eertain district in this province. But with the dawn of a new era of
constitutional Government in this couutry the District Officers, and
even Necretaries of Departments, are to carry on mere routine work
and to follow the policy dictated by responsible Ministers. This is
partially what it shpuld be. I say “‘partially™, because we want our
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Civil Servants to occupy the same position in the administration of
the® country as do thee Civil Servants in Kngland or. for the matter
of that, in any other country of the world. In England, the Home
Civil Servants enjoy & scale of puy  of about Re, 250 to Bw. 850.
This, too, in a country where living is dear. But, of course, in that
country Civil Servants have 10 false sense of dignity of position, and,
ther%‘*e. can live humbly but comfortably. *But in India our
Civiliahs have to Lve like aristocrats. Now, Jir. what are the prime
qualifications  necessary  in o Civil Servant? A veeruit must  be
possessed of requizite educational qualifications, common-sense, and
sound physique to enter the Civil Nervice. No expert or technical
knowledge or qualification is necessars . Then why should a premium
——a heavy premium at that—be paid for such reeruitment? No other
service in the world commands such ﬂnulunwnt«., such privileges, and
such facilities as ours.

Now. Sir, | come to another guestion discussed by the Lee Commia-
sion, namely. that of basic pay of European officers.  The report has
compared the initial salars of European sssistunis and executives in
mercantile firms in Calentta. But T would like to point out that such
comparison isgabsodutely out of place for severn]l reasons. The chief
point of difference lies in the taet that while mercantile assistants
have to hve in Calcutta with high rents and expensive cost of living
in the Metropolis, our Civil Servants have to Itve in the nmufassal -
with vesy cheap cost of establishment expenses, with free ogderlies,
free medical advice, and often, as in the case of the Subdivisional
Officers,  free  houses.  Then, the (ivil Servants get an  annual
increment of Rs. 50 per month rising to almost a princely figure.
Add to this the overseas pay, which alone costs our exchequer a sum
of Rs. 1.45.400 for the Civil Servants alone, the grant of free passages
to England. and concessional rebate in the matter of remittances to
England. These factors make one believe that the high scale of pay
is maintained fur the purpose of British  exploitation of Indian
revenues.

Sir, the Retrenchment Commitiee, appointed by a (Government
resolution, in deference to the wish of the Legislature, of the 25th April,
1932, of which you., Sir. were a member, examined the question of
the pay of Indian Civil Service ofticers and suggested a reduction in
the scale.  Sir. the condition then prevalent was entirely different to
that of the presegt time. We feel that the Committee, with its limited
scope under the former Government, could not examine this question
in such a detached and impartial manner as we can do at the present
time. The Committee, however, considered the present scale of pay
to be extravagant and suggested a reduced scale ranging from Rs. 875
to Rs. 1,500
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Sir, the Hon'ble Finance Minister in his budget s(peech has said—
“‘the present conditions in our province may reasonably be described as
a state of emergency”’. We agree with him. In a state of emergency
we mupl protect our interests as best as we can with all the strength

at our command. We haye te find money for nation-buildin purposes.
To make matters worse we are threateped with additional taxation.

What greater justification can there be for an attempt to reduce the
prohibitive cost of administration of this proume" d

Sir, section 244 of the anvrnment of India Act of 1435 ;'e.ads as
follows—"'Ax from the commencement of Part I1T of the Act appoint-
ments to the Civil Services known as the Indian Civil Service, the
Indisn Medical Service (Civil) and the Indian Police Service (which
last mentioned service shall thereafter be known as the Indian Police)
shall until Parliament otherwise determines. be made by the Secretary
of State’’. .

Sub-section (#) runs as follows— ‘It <hall be the duty of the
Governor-General to keep the Secretary of State informed as to the
operation of this section, and he may, after the expiry of such periods,
as he thinks fit, muke recommendations for the modification thereof”.

In view of this it is abundantly clear that we %ire gvite competent
to recommend to the Governor-(teneral and the Secretary of State for
India to revise the scale ot pay of all new entrants to the Imperial
Services. Sir. | might mention in this connection that Sir Maharaj
Singh, o distinguished ex-member of the Provineind Service, who rose
to the eminent post of the Home Member of the United Provinces
(Government, tabled a resolution for the provincialisation of the Indian
(Yivil. Indian Medieal and the Indian Police Services. This resolution
received the whole-hearted support of the House meluding the mem-
bers of the European Group. May I in this connection request the
European members of this House to emulate the example set by their
computriots in the United Provinces? Mr. H. G. Walford, speaking
on behalf of the Furopean Group, during the debate on the resolution
of Sir Maharaj Ningh said :

“The other ground upon which 1 mppm( this motion is the existence
ot invidious distinetion between services who do exactly the samle work
as the Provincial Services, should be considered superior services, receiv-
ing higher emoluments and special privileges, while the Provincial
Services ure considered subordinate, or inferior services. This anomaly
must he removed”’.

I hope the Kuropean Group in this House will also ‘endorse the above
views and lend their support to my resolution,

Before I conclude I would like to add one more word. We do not
wast any racia) discrimination to be made in the matter of emoluments
or privileges to Indian or European members of the services. We do
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ngt want the verd purpose of this resolution to be defeated by a nominal
requction in the scale of pay and a pre rats increase in the overseas.

pay of the European officers. Members of the same service should be
treated equally in all matters. In this connection I would) suggest
the following scale of salary:-—Rs. 350 to Ra. 1.000 and Rs. 1,500
for Commissioners or Secret.arm of departments The payment of
overseas allowance should alse be proportionately reduced. We have no
objeipn to payment of free passuges as at present, provided second
class passages are*allowed instead of fimt class, In this connection
Indian officers hailing from distant provinces should be granted the same
privileges of tree passages to their native places.

With regard to the Indian Police Service, 1 suggest a scale of
Rs. 300 to Rs. 850 with Rs. 1,000 for Deputy Inspector-tieneral and
Rs. 1,250 for the Luspector-General.

*
With these words, Sir, I commend m¢ resolation to the acceptance
of the House.

-
(The House was then adjourned for 15 minutes.)

After adjourniment.)

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: M:. Deputy Slbeaker. Sir, 1 con-
gratulate Khan  Babadur Mohammed Ali, though he is not in the
Hause, for having moved a much overdue resolution. I hope? it will
receive the unanimous supvort of the party to which he belongs and
also of the European Group. On behalf of the Congress Assembly
Party, I give my whole-hearted support to this resolution. I may also
inform the Government as well as the members of the House that a
similar recommandation has been sent by the Madras Government.
It would have been an improvement it the Khan Bahadur had added
the Indian Medical Service, the Engineering Service and the other
Imperial Services

The Hon'ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar:

It ix no longer Engineering Service.

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Whatever service it is and whatever
pame it has—they are drawing a very high salary—all these posts should
have been includ®d in the resolution. But, Sir, we shall be glad to
have this beginning and I hope we will continue to reduce the salary
of all these highly paid officers. With these words I recommend this
resolutjon for the unanimous acceptance of this House and, I am sure,
the Hon'ble the Home Minister will also accept this resolution.
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Maulvi Abidul LatilﬂBim\'us, are yoa

« moving your amendment? . ‘

L4

(A VpIC: “The honourable member is not in the House.)

.

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as Government
are concerned, it is ‘well known that this is a subjeet for which Govern-
ment are not directly responsible, and therefore according to the Tvual
practice they will not take part in the voting. *The members=of the
Government will remain neutral and they will forward to His Excellency
the Governor the proceedings of this House with the request that it may
be forwarded o the proper quarters. We do not want to express any
opinion on subjects for which we are not direetly responsible. but I
would like, if | may say so. to congratulate the honourable member
who has made this fine speech. Though 1 do not agree with some of
the points mentioned there and some of the things said there, stil}
I maintain that it is o well-delivered speech, a good speech 1 must
say. The only poini 10 remember is thut, a8 tar aa this question is
concerned, Government action s fo a certain extent restricted. [t
has already been decided that after five vears a commission will come
here to examine the whole question and one of the gasons why Govern-
ment at the present time do not propose to take any steps in this matter
15 that they realise that no useful purpose will be served, because one
thing is definite that this question will not be reopened or discussed
during this five-year period. The mere fact that Government, are not
taking 8oy steps at the present time does not mean that when suitable
opportunity will arise, Government will not express their opinion on
this question. They think that that will be the time when this should
be considered.  Theretore, Sir, Government will forward the proceed-
ings.

Mr, SANTOSH KUMAR BABU: May I suggest one thing, Sir?
He may have opportunity of replying to it. 1s he aware that the
Government of Madras had actually supported a resolution of this
character and had sent the recommendation to Hix Excellency the
Governor of Madras who has forwarded it to the proper quarters®

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Also the Government of the
United Provinees practically supported a vesolution of this nature.

1]

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not kpow what
is the mesning of the words “‘practically supported’”. I am definite
on the poimt that two blacks do not make one white and if the other
Gavernments have done something which is not justifiable, there is no
reason why this Government will make the same mistake. It is a
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mtnke to raiss: this_ .question at the present. time, because mo useful,

ose will be aerved and it is for this reason that this Ggvernment
do not propose to take any steps. As I have said, when the Jight time
will come, this Government, which have a definite opinion on the
subject, will express their oginion.

The resolution of Khan Bahadur Mohammed Afi, vis., this Assembly
is olvopinion that the Secretary of State for India be moved to reduce
the sthle of pay lof all new entrants to the Indian Civil Service and
the Indian Police Service, was then put and agreed to. v

Disoontinuation of Duty on Electrical Energy.

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: 1 beg to move that
this Assembly is of opinion that immediate steps should be taken by thes
Government of Bengal to give effect td the resolution passed by the
Corporation of Caleutta on 9th November, 1938, for discontinuation
of the levy of duty on-electrical energy consumed for lights and fans
at the rate of } anna per unit when the supply is metered, and that
the Bengal Electricity Duty Act, 1935, be amended accordingly.

My propositior, is very simple and very clear. It speaks for itself,
. + . . . .
and it requires no explanation. 1 crave your indulgence in reading

out the resolution which was adepted by the Corporation of Calcutta
on the 9th November.

Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy moved the following regolution:
“That it be recommended to the (jovernment of Bengal that
the levy of duty on electrical energy consumed for lights and fans
at the rate of half anna per unit when the supply is metered be dis-
continued ; and the Bengal Electricity Duty Act, 1935, be amended
accordingly.”

Moving the above resolution Mr. Hashemy said that this wus intended
as & recommendation to the Government of Bengal. This duty was
imposed at a time when Government were faced with a huge deficit.
In other words, it was an emergency measure. Since then the finances
of Government had been improving and this year’'s budget showed a
surplas and he was sure that next year's budget would show a larger
surplus still. If they sent up this recommendation in all seriousness,
he was sure Government would abolish this duty. The rate-payers of
Calcutta found it hard to pay this duty and that was why they were
having recourse to kerosene lights in progressively increasing numbers.

1 submit in %his connection that the Chief Executive Officer in his
letter No. S. 6529, dated 11th February, 1939, addressed to the
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Public Health and Local Self-
Government Department, wrote as follows: —

“T have the honour to invite a reference to section 3 of the Bengll
. Elsctricity Duty Act, 1935, under which a duty at the rate of six
11 '
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JDies is levied and charged for esch unit of electrical energy consumpd
for lights and fans or both when the supply is metered.

Goverument are aware that when the Bengal Electricity Duty Bill
was introduced in the Bengal (Legislative Council in 1935, funds were
not easy and Government were seeking measures for financial replenish-
ment. The importaft consideration en which the honourable member,
in introducing the Bill, laid great stress was that unless this P71 as
also four other Taxation®Bills were passed into l#w, Bengal wdtld be
deprived of half the proceeds of the jute duty. In due course the
Bill was passed into law,

I may state that it is a recognised principle that the proceeds of
any imposition levied on any commodity supplied by a public utility
. concern, opernting within the limits of a local authority, should accrue
properly speaking to that authority. Now that the cirenmstances which
led to the passing of the measure no longer exist and that one half or
such greater portion as His Majesty in Counei] may determine. of the
net proceeds of the jute duty has been definitely allocated to Bengal
[vide section 140 (2) of the Government of India Act, 1935 ], the question
of removal of the duiy came up hefore the Corporation tor consideration
on the Yth November, 1934, ¢ .

At the meeting the opinion was expressed that the Bengal Electricity
Duty Act, 1935, wan an emergency measure and that as ne emergency
existed now, the (lut\ ot half an anna per unit of the electrical energy
consumet] for lights and fans or both when the supply is metere@ should
be discontinued. The Corporation considered the matter and resolved
that the Local GGovernment shoull be requested to take steps for the
discontinuance of the duty.

I enclose a copy of the Resolution of the Corporation and request
that the tHovernment may he pleased to take steps for the discontinuance

+

of the duty as early us possible”™.

This is the letter from the Chief Executive Ofticer of the Corporation
of Calcutta to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal. It may be
recalled in this connection, Sir, only a year ago I tried to impress upon
this Government the proposal of the Corporation of Calcutta fop pur-
chasing the electrical undertakings from the Calcutta Electric Supply
Corporation. But, Sir, unfortunately that proposal was rejected by
the Government for reasons best known to them. Sir, I can suggest
an alternative to this proposal which I have just made. Sir, if the
Corporation of Calcutta is permitted to purchase the electrical under-
takings which they are entitled to purchase under the Indian Electricity
Act, I am pot very much particular to do away with this duty that is
levied on each unit, namely, two pice per unit. Sir, if that is done,
théuCalcutta Corporation will be able to supply electrical emergy st
one suna per unit and in that case, Sir, we will not grudge even to
give the Government one anna per unit as duty. But that is not to
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be.vo. Sir, under the management of the present Finance Minister,
the Government of Bengal are not run at a deficit and the ejrergency
has already vanished. It is high time for the Government, ws they
have done in the case of the tobacco tax, ¢o withdraw this levy from the
poor rate-payers of Calcutta.e Sir, the Hon'ble the ('ommerce Minister
—1I don’t see him here—knows and knows very wtll that the number
of Pwgsene lamps is progressively increasing in Caleutta owing to the
povert® of the r&:te'-puyers—-particu]nrl‘\'. the’ Moslem rate-payvers of
Calcutta. He will do a great benefit. ax the new Secretary of the
provincial Muslim League, to the Muslim population of Caleutta if
he helps in the withdrawal of the duty that is still hauging on the
shoulders of the poor rate-payers of Caleutta and [ hope that every
section of the Hopse will accept the simple proposition that I have
made bere this evening. This duty on ejectricily must go. It should '
have been taken away much earlier. With tle advent of provincial

autonomy, Government onght to have considered this matter earlier,

but it is not too Jate e¥en now. 1 hopd the Government will accept

my proposal without any hesitation.  With these words, T commend

my resolution to the acceptance of the House.

The Hon'ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: 1 oppose thin
resolution. Acceptance of this Resolution means that we shall  lose
about Rs. 19 lakhs a year.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Rupees 19 lakhs 1s the total.

The Hon'ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN S8ARKER: Rupees 194 lakhs
is the total, and in Calcutta the unmetered consumption is very small
and the quantity cannot be ascertained.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: You can cut the pay of the
I1.C.S.

L

The Hon’bie Mr. NALIN) RANJAN SARKER: After that we
shall see that the electricity duty is reduced. Up till that time [
request vou not to press this. My friend Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy has
said that it will hard hit the poor. As you know, those who cannot
consume 15 units are not charged the electricity duty. But in other
provinces, they are now imposing that duty. In Bombay everybody
who consumes electricity has to pay a tax. There is no exemption there
a8 in the case of poor people in Bengal. Those who consume up to 12
units im Bombay have to pay one anna, and those who consume nfbre
than 12 unit® have to pay five pice. So our rate is moderate. In view
of all this T oppose this resolution.
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The motion of Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy that this Assembly
is of opinion that immediate steps should be taken by the Government
of Beng(,l to give effect to the resolution passed by the Corporation of
Calcutta on 9th November, }938, for discontinuation of the levy of
duty on electrical energy consumed for lights and fans at the rate of
half anna per unit- when the supply is metered, and that the Bengal
Electricity Duty Act, 1935, be amended accordingly was thez put
and lost.

Committee to enquire into Financial Administration and Workings of
College Hospitals.

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISBWAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to
move that—

“This Assembly is of opinion that a com:ittee consisting of five
members, namely three members from the members of the Bengal
Legislative Assembly, the Principal, Medical College, Calcutta, and
one member with audit qualification, be formed immediately 1o
enquire into the financial administration and the wocking of the
Medical College Hospital, Calcutta, primarily with respect to the
preparation of estimutes and acceptance of tenders, stock clearance and
stock-taking and other matters of allied nature”.

v

Q

Sir, fully conscious of my duties and responsibilities as one of the
representatives of this Province in the Bengal Tegislative Assembly
I have tabled this resolution. No doubt the appointment of
any such committee is not called for unless and until there
are reprehensible anomalies and culpable acts of omission and
commission in the matter of financial administration and the working
of so great an institution like the Medical College Hospital. But if
it cun be shown that some healthy rules promulgated by the Govern-
ment of Bengal for such administration and working has been given
a decent burial by the hospital authorities and instances thereafter are
available to indicate that in the financial administration of the Medical
College Hospital which spends lakhs and lakhs of rupees every vear,
drakes and ducks have been played with money, this House, I believe,
will give unstinted support to this resolution.

Sir, public money is the blood of the nation and if it can be shown
that o good deal of that money is misused, improperly spent and ques-
tionable tactics ndopted, this House should see the end of that mal-
administration. Sir, in order to make my position perfectly clear I
draw the attention of the House through you, Sir, to the rules relating
to the purchase, supply, maintenance of stores, of the Mpdical College
Hospitals. In section 1(e), (f) and (g) it has been provided that a

.
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jegior demonstrator should be in charge of instruments and appli-,
ances, surgical appliances and sundries and rum and wine, byt I may

enlighten the House to see through the game that a compllte go-by

has been given to the rules and a clerk qf the hospital has been placed

in charge of those things.

ir, rule 10 of the same booklet says, “that tlfe tenders are to be
submMed in the sealed covers and to be opened before a committee”.
But I *%may assure ‘tht House that nobod\ is aware of the existence of
any such committee and it may very pertinently be said that the Secre-
tary of the hospital is the real committee and he alone opens the tenders
and on bis notes the Superintendent acts. If the authority says that
there is a Committee, then that Committee must be on paper and the
members of such Commitiee are ignorant of its existence. Necessarily,
Sir, the evils of the violation and the disregard ‘of these salutary rules
have been manifest in the financial administration and the working of
the hospital. One or two exnmplos showing the questionable way of
the financial administration and misuse ahd waste of publlc money will
indicate strikingly the significance and motives of the disregard of
those rules. One X'Ray Deeph-therapy apparatus was purchased in
the year 1948 throwgh Siemens (India), Ltd., at a value of about forty
thousand rupees. The said apparatus was booked at Berlin on  14th
March, 1938, and reached the Medical College Mospital in the month of
April, 1938, But to the utter amazenment and sutprise of the House
I may inform this House that while this instiument was in ity transit
on its way to India and did not touch the shore of Indws, a certifieate
was given by the clerk who was in charge, in violation of the rule on
28th February, 1938, to the effect that the article was received in good
condition, and Sir, what is more reprehensive, mean and criminal is this
that the full pavment was made on 29th March, 1948,

Sir, had the junior demonstrator, who must have heen a medical
man and not in a subordinate position to the Secretary, been in charge,
this thing could not have happened. The only conclusion and irresistible
conclusion is this that in order to facilitate the object of the Secretary,
the objeet questionable in its nature, the charge has been given to
a chrle subordinate to him. Sir, why was this certificate, which is
undoubtedly a false one, given without getting the thing? Nobody
takee recourse to perjury and forgery without motive and sordid gains,
and the House is to draw its inference from these circumstances.

Now another instance. Twelve Japan-made jars, each of one pound
capacity, were purchased on 30th July 1938, at Rs. 12, through Messrs.
K. R. Lynch & Co., in suppression of the quotation of Rs. 1-8 per dozen
from the Bengal Chemical and Pharmaceutical Works. This thing,
Sir, has recently been detected and serious attempts are being madg, to
whitewash thg thing. Another instance of a serious nature was detected
on 17th February 1939, by the assistant to S. . D. P. This assistant
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while taking over several hundreds of syringes from the same K. R

*Lynch & Co., detected that those syringes were purchased at more than
double t‘e value and he reported the matter accordingly, but the
bhonourdble members of this House will be stupefied to learn that the
Secretary had an explanation ‘called from the said assistant as to why
he went to question the propriety of the pnce :

Sir, had the tenders been opened hefore a Committee accordéflg to
rule 10, the suppression ‘of lowest tender could not have been éffected.
1 may urge that if a committee of enyuiry is appointed, many instances
ot suppression of tenders at a lower rate and flagrant violation of the
rules to suit the purpose of the individuals and instances of unjust
waste of public money and maladministration of serious nature will
stagger the public and the Government.

3

Sir, one word rega%ding condemned articles. My definite informa-
tion is this that stock is never taken of condemned articles and the
register thereof is not shown by the Secretary to the Auditor at the
time of the audit. Sir, T am also definitely informed from a reliable
source that in case of stock-taking of the condemned articles 1t will
certainly fall short. A great deal of condemned articles disappear-
ed for the reasons which would he proved at the tithe of enquiry. Sir,
I do not like to multiply the instances, because I believe and 1 have
reasons to believe that it is the quality and not the quantity which will
go to influence the opinion and the judgment of the House. Again I
say andeboldly assert that I have tabled the resolution, fully cbnseious
of my duties and responsibilities. Nerious allegations have been made
regarding the financial administration of the Medical College Hospital.
Medical College Hospital iv a great institution, but its fair name i« ~till
greater.  The duty of the Government, the popular Government, is to
serupulously see that the adminisiration. the financial administration.
and the working ot such a great institution i< not stained with dis-
honesty and it~ reputation sullied with the mean and rapacious actions
of any one.

Sir. my resolution demands an enquiry, fair and impartial enguiry,

and does not demand to send anybody to gallows. .
.

In order to vindicate the right cause and to save the administration
of Medical College Hospital from the stigma of dishonest disposal of
hospital fund. the Government should rise equal to the occasion and
accept the resolution 1 have moved.

In conclusion, I may say that I have not demandelt anything which
may be called unreasonable and untair; I have not asked the Govern-
ment to take.any steps which prudence will forbid to do. But I have
asked the QGovernment to respond to the just demand and accept
mollerate proposal. The reports of scandals and maladministration
have encircled the financial administration and the worin'ng of the

.
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Medical College Hospiml the best of its kind not enly in India but in
the whole of Asia. It is the bounden duty and heavy responslbxllty
on the part of the Government to remove the cloud of suspi on based
on good foundation that have shadowel the good name of the institution
by accepting the demand. JThe resolufion aims at the removal of
corruption and' the establishment of good reputagion. So it will be
120, for the Government not to oppose but to support the resolution.

WHh these few Words, T commend this resolution for the aoceptance
of the House.

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in rising to
support the motmn of my esteemed friend Mr. Abdul Latif Biswas, 1
would at the outset say that it in a very modest and reasonable proposal. @
Prima facte it may appear to be startling’ inasnwich as it 18 & new mave,
a new attempt on the part of the Legislature to set up a commitiee to
make inquirioﬁ into the® corruptions ands malpractices of an institution
which is regarded as the premier Medieal College ineIndia, nay, in
Asig, and over which lakhs and lakhs of rupees are spent for the
redress and betterpent of the suffering humanity, for their timely und
proper medic!l aid, for their necessury nourishment and comforts at a
time when they nced them most.

Sir, when allegations and definite charges of torruption are miide
againsts the management and working of such an institution, § appeal
to vou and through you to the House to consider if they have been
lightly made, particularly when coming as they do from a person with
a pronounced sense of responsibility. Should we, members of the
Tegislature, rest content with delivering budget speeches and expressing
pious wishes or pussing pions resolutions against corruption or should we
devise ways and means to put an end to the canker of corraption which
is eating into the vitals and budly damaging the populurity of such a
noble institution?®

To take one instance out ot many, I may say, Sir, that almost every
or«lmun patient—I mean patients who are not connected with  bhig
peuple——mmmg out of the Medical College. whom 1 have met. has
complained about the inadequate supply of milk, diet and other
nourishments. Rumours of well-laid conspiracies between the agencies
of milk supply and the officers of the institution concerned to misappro-
priate large quantities of milk have come to our ears time and again.
Now that the administration of the province has passed into the hands
of a popular Government, should they risk their popularity by sitting
idle by saying that the matter has heen engaging their sttention, or
should the Government have an enquiry made into these by diatin-
guished pergons of trust and responsibility who would apply their
judicial mind to the materials placed and arrive at a finding? TIf the
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allegations are found baseless and unfounded, the reputation and
‘prestige of the Ministry and of the institution ‘will be all the more
enhanced[ 1f they are found to be 'true and the culprits can be caught,
Governthient, I believe, will not hesitate to take drastic steps against
the delinquents. In that case'also Government will be more popular,
and the greatest good, would be that other branches of the administration,
where corruption exists, will be set right. Admitting for the sake
of argument that there is no worruption in the institutions that sge are
talking of, in that case also other institutions, where corruption exists
will be set right—at least they will be more cautious if we begin with
this, Sir, I am reminded of a Bengali proverb which says that one
has to beat the daughter to teach the daughter-in-law,

That is, Sir, all that I have got to say at the, present moment,
~ because I feel that, if we go to the details of corruption, the very
purpose of setting up a vommittee will be frustrated.

With these words, Sir, I heartily support the resolution which has
been sponsored by my friend.

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Mr. Speuker, Sir, before the
Hon’ble Minister replies to this debate, may I just draw four attention
to one outstanding fact which will necessarily crop up in connection
with this question?

So fyr as this demand for an enquiry is concerned. which is particu-
larly directed against corruption or allegations of corruption, I do not
think, Sir, that any reasonable person will resist a proposal of that
character. We are ulways anxious to see that our public services are
rendered free from corruption, and, so far as this side of the House is
concerned, we shall accord our full support, whenever it is asked for,
in bringing about such a condition in our public services that corruption
will be a thing of the past. At the same time, Sir, T shall remind this
House and the Hon'ble Ministers that this resolution demands a
committee of enquiry.

I shall only point out to the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the
department concerned that we had an enquiry, a full-dress enquiry, into
another matter relating to that particular department, which arose in
Dacca. That was an incident which stirred the public opinion of this
province to its very foundation—I mean the enquiry made by Mr. Tvson
in connection with the affairs in the Dacca Medical School. There was
—S8ir, 1 am not going to digress into details—an enqufry which related
to the condition of things prevailing there, so far as the position of
girl students was concerned vis-d-vis the Deputy Superintendent of that
institution. Sir, the public had full knowledge of the nature of that
enchiry. Reports used to be published from day to day in the news.

papers, and the whole province was agog with enthusiasm as to what
L
.
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thy result of that enguiry might be. But unfortunately, Sir, that
report has been suppressed—we do S8y that it has been deljberately ’
n‘ppressed——and although evervbodv in this province, who is ihterested
in the welfare of our girl students, was anxious to find out what the
opinion of the enquiring offiger was with regard to that matter, that
enquiry report has up till now not seen the light of day!

hope, Sir thgt such a fate will not await the present (‘mnmnk‘e
which s intended to’ be formed by this Tesolution. I do not know
whether this resolution has been occasioned by the fact that the
particular officer concerned belongs to a particular community, and it
might be suggested that the other report would remain a sealed.book
because the officer concerned in that enquiry happened to belong to
another community! 1 am not at all anxious to raise communal
quertions here. (Mr. Aspvr Wamap Knan: Hut you have done it °
already! The mischief is done!) Yes, if the inischief is done, it was
long overdue. It ought to have heen done long, long ago. I am only
sounding a note of warming, If vou are‘anxious to have enquiries and
reports, be careful that you come ouf with the reports and not make any
distinction as regards the subject-matter—whether the persons concerned
belong to ong commnunity or another—in bringing the report of the
committee to its final fiuition and in placing it before the public.
(Mr. Arprr, Wanan Kuaav:  We did not expect that from you!)

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, when
this resolution was tabled by iy honourable friend, 1 had no idea that
certain specific allegations would be made. The request in the resolution
was simply to make an enquiry into the financial administrution of the
Medical College Hospitals.  So far as that administration is concerned,
Government had no reason to suspect that there was anything wrong
anywhere,

For the edification of the House, 1 should like to state how the
financial administration of the Medical College Hospitals is being
carried on. The arrangement about the financial administration and
workifig of the hospitals can hardly be improved upon. The rules
which were framed by Government after a Special Officer of the
Accountant-General, Bengul, had inspected the working of the hospitals,
in consultation with the Accountant-General, are quite elahorate and
provide for adequate check and scrutiny in all matters. It need only
be mentioned that regarding the estimates and tenders for various
supplies which appear to be the target of the mover, there is a committee
consisting of the Superintendent, the Secretary, Medical College
Hospitals, who possesses high audit qualifications, and the Residgnt
Surgeon. Tgnders are accepted after careful scrutiny and reports from
police.
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As regards the dietary articles, the Diet Conference presided oyer
by the iurgeon-(}eneral and comppsed of all Supenntendento of State
Hospitaks in Calcutta scrutinises the rates and standing of the various
tendering firms.

With regard to medicines, instruments, etc., the estimates and the
tenders are examinefl by Government in this department in consultation

with the Finance Department .

The comprehensive rules ahout stock taking and stock clearance
framed by Government are strictly followed. Government had a
Special Officer deputed by the Accountant-General in 1932 to closely
exantine the working of the hospitals and lay down rules which were
famed in 1933, There is also a Visiting Committee consisting mainly
of non-officials presided over by the Member, Board of Revenue. The
members of the committee held regular inspections of the working of
the hospitals. Meetings of that commitice are held quarterly and
suggestions for improvement in all matters connected with the hospitals
and the comfort and convenience of patients are made for consideration
by Government.

Sir, in these circumstances, as T have said, there was no suspicion
in my mind that there was any necessity for an enquiry as requested
in the resolution of my honourable friend. But in the course of the
speech that he has made, he has brought forward certain charges of a
serious nature. Nir, as far as T know, T am suspicious ubgui the
correctriess of these charges. (Mr. Anpvr, Wanan Kuan: You need
not be suspicious!) (A voice from the Krishak Proja benches: Even
without making an enquiry®) Yes, even without an enquiry, because
there are these elaborate rules, checks, and inspections, and T think that
in the face of all these safeguards it is not likely that things as alleged
by my honourable friend have actually oceurred. But my friend who
has tabled this resolution is a responsible member of this Tlouse, and
he must have made these allegations with a full sense of responsibility.
Not only my honourable friend Mr. Abdul Latif Biswas has brought
forward these charges, but these have bheen supplemented by my
honournble friend Mr. Abdul Wahab Khan, and my friend Mr. Sanjosh
Kumar Basu also has said that ae charges of a serious nature have been
. brought, in propriety Government cannot refuse an enquiry. Therefore,
T think that in these circumstances, unless an enquiry is made, an
impression may go round that perhaps there is something wrong in
the administration of the Medieal College Hospitals. Sir, it is only
with the object of vindicating the reputation of the Medical College
Hospitals that T am prepared to make an enquiry into the matter, as
suggested. I would also like to state that Government are as anxious
to put down corruption, bribery. jobbery or anything of the kind as
tnv member of this House. But I would also warn honourable
members that when they bring forward any specific allegation, they

A\
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sbpuld be well posted with their facts. Allegatlona of § serious
nsture should not be made light- het\rtedl\ and I hope in thisfase, the’
allegahons have not been made light-heartedly at all. Sir, i is really
surprising that in referring to this rmuzlunon my honourable’ friend,
Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu, cguld not resist the temptation of referring
to another enqtiiry that was held some time agosinto certain allega-
tiofwgbout a medical ofticer connected with the Dacca Medical School.
(Mr. SavtosH Krdtan Basv: Why not¥* It pave me an opportunity.)
In comnection with that, Mr. Basu raised a communal question, He
raised that question and vet, a shrewd lawver as he is, he pretended
to say he would not like to raise it. .

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: And the reply has been like a
shrewder lawyer. .

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Mr. Basu raised +this
question because of the *leliberate suppression of the report.

L d

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: My friend, Mr.
Chaudhuri, says that the report has been suppressed. 1 say that the
report has n®t been suppressed but the report has not been published
(Hear, hear from the Opposition Benches) with the same object that is
dear to my honourable friends. It is in the igterests of the good
name of the institution itself that Government did not lhlnk it fit
to publish the report——

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: [«t the people judge.

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: But there is a question
pending for answer about the report and about the steps which Govern-
ment have taken with regard to the report. That question has cer-
tainly been pending for a long time but Government will come forward
with a reply very soon and I hope the House will be satisfied. 1
again repudiate, with all the emphasis that 1 can commund, the sug-
gestlun made by my honourable friend, Mr. Basu, that it was any
comniunal consideration that weighed with the Government in denlmg
with the matter in the way they did. My friend also suspects in the
present case that Government will not probably desl with the matter
squarely and fairly because a gentleman belonging to a particular
community may'be———

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BA8BU: I strungly repudiate the sugges-
tion which the Hon'ble Minister has put into my mouth.

. ’
The Hon'ple Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That is the clear insinua-
tion which my friend has made——
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Rai JARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order, 8ir.
"When a jppeaker disowns having sajd a particular thing, does it lie in
the moush of the other side to repudiate that? Is he not bound to
accept that according to parliamentary convention?

£
The Hon'ble M, TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Did hé not raise the
communal question and did he not say that in this particulageHse,
Government should not be influenced by the considération of the fact
that this gentleman belongs o a particular community? Did he not
raise that question?

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: I refuse to be cross-examined
by the Hon’ble Minister. He may adopt any method he likes to
« pander to the commural frenzy of his friends.

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 again raise my voice
of protest against the insinuation of my honoutable friend. 1 think it
is extremely suiprising that an honourable member of this House after
having made a certain allegation should neither withdraw it nor allow
his opponents to comment upon it. That is certainly a verv peculiar
position that my honourable friend wants to take up in'this case. I
can only say that so far as this (fovernment are concerned, mo com-
munal considerations will weigh with them in any manner and that
it is only the considerations of justice and fairness that will be the
deciding factors in any matter that this Government may deal with
(Mr. Sanrost Kuvmar Bast: With the Dacea Enquiry also, T hope.)
Yes, with evervthing. As regards the attitude of the (Government
with regard to the resolution under discussion, I have already made
my position clear.

The motion of Maulvi Abdul Latif Biswas that this Aseembly is of
opinion that a committee consisting of five members, namely, three
members from the members of the Bengal Legislative Assembly, the
Principal, Medical College, Calcutta, and one member with audit
qualification, be formed immediately to enquire into the financial
administration and the working of the Medical College Hoapitals,
Caleutta, primarily with respect to the preparation of estimates and
acceptance of tenders, stock clearance and hstock-taking and other
matters of allied nature, was then put and agreed to.

Replacement of Covernment of India Act by Constituent Assembly.

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, I beg to move that this Assembly is
of gpinion that the Government of Bengal should request the Gov.
ernment of India to forward to His Majesty’s Governmen} the expres-

sion of opinion of this House that the Government of India Act of
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1935 should be replaced by a Constituent Assembly electef on the
basis of adult franchise, which may allow the people of Jhdia full
soope for development according to thier needs and desires;!and that
for transitional purposes this Assembly hopes that His Majesty’s Gov-
ernment will set up a Central Government free from the objectionable
features of the Federal Scheme as laid down i the Government of
Imdig Act, 1935, to be evolved in consultation with the Provincial
Govegaments and national leaders, *  *

What are the objectionable features of the Federal Constitution?
There is no Upper House in any of the provinces with the same
powers over the purse as the Lower House. There is no iddirect
election to any of the provincial Tower Houses. Indian Rulers do
not send their nominees to any of the Provingial Tegislatures. There -
are no reserved subjects in the provinces. Lighty per cent. of the
provincial revenues are not mortgaged to the reserved subjects. No
big subject like Railways or Currency pr Exchange ix handed over to
outside authorities like the Federal Railway suthority or the Reserve
Bank of India in the provinces. No Provincial Governor has any
special safeguards for the finuncial stability of any province. No
commercial spfegfards which limit mercilessly the powers of an Indian
Commerce Minister in the Federution, handicap the Provincial
Ministers. Defence, which hurts the self-respect of India, is not a
provincial problem. :

. L

All these and other ugly features ure present in the Federal Con-
stitution and we see no change of heart in the present (Government
of India showing the possibilities of any co-wperation. The ruthless
views of the Governor-GGeneral and his advisers on the (overnor-
General’s powers regarding legislation at the Centre, for example, the
Income-tax Bill, under the clauses of the (Fovernment of Indian Act,
1935, which are coming into force even without the inauguration of
Federation; the statement made by the Government of Indis about
the Congress Working Committee's resolution on the rupee ratio and
the appointments to the Viceroy’s Executive Council, even though for
a ghgrt period, all alike show that in spite of the Viceroy’s desire as
expressed in the Calcutta apeech of December lust, to secure good-will
and co-operation, there is no attempt on the part of the (fovernment
to secure the same.

8o the Vicegoy’s appeal to India for collaboration, even to those
who may sincerely doubt the value of the Federal scheme and for
trust—trust in the sincerity of those by whom the scheme has been
devised, trust in the good-will and good faith of those by whom it
falle to be carried out, I would humbly reply by quoting an English
proverb—‘‘trust begets trust.”” Let the Viceroy trust the Indian
leaders, let the Viceroy pursuade the Indian §tates——
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Mr. BPEAKER: The Viceroy’s speech is not the subject matter
of disculsion now, so you should pot discuss it here. You may make
a mentidn of it incidentally.

Mr. MD, ABUL FAZL: [Iet the Political Department not stand
between the rulers ‘and their people and let the Viceroy remove the
ugly features, I have mentioned above. They may all be dogs€ven
without amendment of ‘the Act, but England °must learn to trust
India, not only 1o govern herselt hut to decide freely for herself her
own future political destiny. But this i~ not to he.

Sir, like the Indian National Congress, we do not recognise the
right of the British Parliament to frame the constitution of the
Government of India. We also unconditionally reject the Govern-
ment of Tndia Act of 1945,

The down-trodden people deprived ot even the fundamental rights
of humanity, oppressed and exploited by the privileged few, want
complete emangipation trom economic bondage.  All political organi-
sations of India have made independence as their goal. If indepen-
dence is meant for this vast pauperised masses, we shall have to take
up all national and international problems, as the’ Indirn struggle is
closely linked up with the huge struggle waged outside against Tmpe-
rialism, study every objective conditions carefully, analvse every
economic factor, watch each and every concrete situation, ascertain
the root cause of economic crisis, world depression, and contradictions
in the existing social order, and adopt a scientific course of action.

These economic and other problems which press insistently on masses
cannot find solution nor can India get rid of her poverty and keep pace
with the modern progress unless people have full opportunities of self-
development and growth which independence alone ean give. The
inherent right and dignity of the people also demand this full freedom.

No other constitutions or attempted solutions of the problems can
be accepted by the Indian people. We, like the Indian National
Congress, are of opinion that in view of the situation in India, the
" organised strength of the national movement, the remarkable growth
of The consciousness of the masses, new awakening among the people
of Indian States as well as the rapid development of the world situa-
tion, the time has come for the full application of the prineiple of
self-determination to India, so that the people of India might establish
an independent democratic state by means of u constituent assembly.

Provincial Autonomy affords no such scope for development and its
capacity for good is being rapidly exhausted. The proposed federa-
tion strangles India still further and should not be accepted. We are
thurefore firmly of opinion that the whole of the Government of
India Act must give place to a constitution of free India-made by the
people themselves.
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,An independent and democratic India will face the solutioy of our ,
great problems rapidly and effectigely and will line herglef with
progressive peoples of the world and thus aid the cause of démocracy
and freedom,

Sir, I commend the resolwtion tor the acceptance of the House,
M »

-,

DP,-NALINAKSHA SANYAL: 1 leg to wove, by way of amend-
ment, %o Resolution “No. 6 that in line » after the words “replaced
by’’ the words ‘‘a constitution framed by'’ be inserted and that the
following be added to the pesolution, namely:—

“and further that pending the final decision of His Majt:nty’g
Government in this respect no attempts should be made by
the Provincial Government to turther the introduction of
the Federation ax contemplated under the Act at present.”

My awendments are thus really two imlependent wamendments.  The
first amendment refers to a verbal change, because ? feli that the
wording of the resolution as given notice of had left out a few words.
After the words “rgpluced by 1 wanted to add the words **a consti-
tution framed® by,”" because  without these words the  resolution as
circulated would not have uny definite meaning. Thereafter {owards
the end of the resolution T want to add the following words *‘and
further that pending the final decision of Hisx Mujesty’s Government
in this Tespect no attempts should be made by the Provineial Giovern.
ment to further the introduction of the Federation as contemplated
under the Act at present.”

In moving these two amendments I must make the position of
myself as well as that of the Congress party clear. Tt is well known
that the Congress stands committed to oppose the Federation tooth and
nail. The President of the Congress and the resolutions adopted at
various meetings of the Congress have condemned the federation
unequivocally

Maglvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Not the right wingers.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: All wings of the Congress; there
is no difference of opinion in this respect. Along with the Muslim
League the Congress have condemned the present scheme of federa-
tion in no unequivocal terms. Accordingly, I had given notice of a
resolution myself which was drafted carefully. That resolution was
printed as Resolution No. 38. The wording of the resolution was as

follows: —
*

"“I'his Assgmbly is uf opinion that steps should be taken to represent
to the proper authorities that the present Cox:ntitution under the
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, Goverrjuent of India Act, 1935, should be replaced by ote, framed
* on the basis of national independence, by the people of India through
a Constituent Assembly elected on Adult Franchise; and that so long
as suitable modifications are not made in the present provisions for a
Federal Government at the Centre the Provincial Government should
take no part in the introduction of the second part of the Act relatmg
to the Federation of India.”

-

The position is perfectly clear. I would no"t, as you have ruled
that we should not at this stage, enter into the discussion of the
merits of federation as enunciated or contemplated in the Govern. :
ment of India Act. I would only submit that no section of the popu-
lation in India have accepted the scheme proposed in the Government
of India Act for a Central Government of the counéry. It is only fair
therefore that suitable representations should be made as far as possible
to get that part suitably modified. So far as we are concerned, we do
not believe that any just constitution, any fair comstitution, is likely
to come through the hands of the Parlinmentary draftsmen sitting
thousands of miles away, and we repudiate the ¢laim of the Britishers
to govern us in this country according to a constitution they choose to
frame and therefore the resolution proposed by ‘my esteemed friend
Mr. Abul Fazl is that we must approach the proper authorities not to
frame a constitution themselves for us but to get a constitution adopted
in accordance with the desires of the people of India based on adult
franchise devised by a constituent Assembly. That is to say,-we want
cvomplete self-determination in framing our own constitution. There-
after my friends suggests that in the intervening period, so long as
that constitution has not heen framed and adopted and put into opera.
tion, the Central Government should be constituted according to
certain scheme. So far as that policy is concerned, I have some mis-
givings, because I do not quite tollow how a Central Government can
be constituted at this stuge without further Parliamentary legislation
being modified consequently. I want to go to the root of it. The
Provincial Governments have a responsibility in the matter some of
them very clearly stated that so far as the responsible Provincial Gov-
ernments of the Provinces are concerned, they refuse to co-operate-in a
matter in which the people of every section have found certain diff-
culties. Qur Provincial Government should also refuse to help in the
introduction of the federal part as it is now contemplated. That is all.
I do not propose to take much time of this House, berause at this
fag end of a strenuous day I think it is only fair that we should go
with a feeling that we have come to a resolution which is acceptable
unanimous]y to the whole House. I know that probably, following
the previous practice as my esteemed friend the Hon’ble the Home
Minister has already adopted in the past, he will say that so far as
this resolution is concerned Government: uiembers as tuch will keep
neutral. They will not take any part, nor they will make any
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ﬂpervs@ion. 'I'hey will simply forward the debates to the proger autho-
fities through His Escellency. I trust with that attitude tifis resolu,
tion will be unanimously adopted py this House.

Mr. SPEAKER: This is a very important resolution. It is already
7-50 pm. I b.ave got just el minutes. I waut {o know whether the
House wants to sit a little later. ¢

-
Rti HARENDRA NATH CHAUDRURI: It is already too late.

Mr. SPEAKER: 'Then T will call on Sir Nazimuddin to reply.

The Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: There is no question of
Government replving. The attitude ot the (iovernment has already.m.
been explained. ’

.

Mr, SPEAKER: 1: thut the attisude®

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes
“;,T‘ .

. ‘
Mr. SPEAKER: Then | will ask o member from each side to
speak for five minutes.

.

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: Rir, 1 wholesheartedly

support the amendment moved by my friend, Dr. Sanyal.
Mr. MD, ABUL FAZL: 1 accept the amendment.

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: Sir, our demand for the
1cjection of the cunstitution is bused on a hearty disbelief in the spirit
that permeates the constitution. Constitution-making is no new thing
in our poor enslaved country and we remember with bitterness all that
went in constitution-making. We can never forget the history of the
cqngitution-making. After all, who ure the people for whom this
constitution is made? Illiteracy, disease, starvation has become the
.order of the day. Years of plunder and loot in the name of so-called
Government, in the name of Law and Order, have turned a healthy
prosperous land, well-watered, ever green as the poets used to describe,
into a desert vhere to-day famished half-naked skeletons roam like
so many phantoms. Wherefrom comes the fabulous wealth of England
to-day? Has not the blood of our motherland heen made to flow into
the arteries and veins of England. For England to talk of honouring
the liberty and independence of snother land? For England to tgjk of
demdcracy and to talk of framing a constitution? I have no sympathy

12
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¢
for H Hitler but is he not absolutely right when he compares
+ England to a bad woman who professes virtue‘at her old agef And
even at'her old age, look at the flifference between the practice and
profession of this good lady !

Not long ago the last world war wag fought. India's blood was
shed on the field of Flanders, India’s gold was packed dff to the coffers
of the Bank of England, to save the honour of England. Was not
England fighting for the honour of all weak adtions? Tall talks
which her statesmen indulged in and which echoed and re-echoed and
reverberated throughout the length and breadth of the world are still
ringing in our ears. But what is her practice? This mock constitu-
tion has heen thrust on us. Thousands and thousands were put to jail,
omnibus punishment, fines, searches, curfew orders, illegal lathi
charges, snatching awny of poor men’s chattle and ‘cattle became the
order of the day. And this §5 the era of appeasement!  Poor men’s
money was spent like water

Mr, SPEAKER: You must discuss the future constitution.

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: 1 hold that-to the injury
that was done to us insult has been added. We demanded liberty and
bread and for that, this constitution is offered in the name of appease-
ment. I, therefore, hold that T am in order.

And’the insult is not a small one. Tf we search the records of all
the countries, the world over, nowhere shall we find a parallel of this
wretched constitution. Hedged in by safeguards, the constitution
has divided the people by means of separate electorates to that the
invisible hands of our foreign masters can still hold the reins of Govern-
ment. Think for @ moment the condition of Bengal. Who rule the
country? The European members who sit there. How could they
come here? Whom do they represent? Sixteen lakhs of people of
Nadia have sent me here but how many are behind each of these merry
group of thirty. One has heard of 13-cubit seeds of a 12-cubit melon,
but now it seems a [2-cubit melon can have even 20-cubit seeds.

If any change has been brought by this constitution, that change is
for the worse. Cost of the top-heavy administration has increased
still more indeed.

The foreign army. the army of occupation must still remain—and
not to speak of this even over the Indian army Indiéns will have no
say. India’s foreign policy will not be controlled by Indians. The
railways must te in other hands. And topping all these is the
monstrous scheme of Federation where the condition of the poor men
whd always pay but cannot call for the tune has been made still worse.
Cest of administration must increase indeed; more taxés the people
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mast pay: though their back bends over the weight of t.heu{ yet they
must not have any control over theypurse and must remain chutent as
drawers of water and hewers of wood.

Bengal was once the pioneer in freedom’'s battle and therefore
Bengal must be taught a lefson. The constitution has purposely been
so_framed that reactionaries, who have never sdcrificed anything in
their Mives for thg cause of freedom but, always are wont to dance in
tune %ith their makters’ music., must come in prominence. Decent
people laugh at the performance of these esteemed gentlemen. Mere
big captions like Home Minister, Finance Minister, Revenue Minister,
etc., do not help us.

Mr. SPEAKER: You are going into provincial matters. .
L]

Mr. HARIPADA GHATTOPADHYA.Y: They ure also part of the

scheme. .

Mr. SPEAKER: No.

Mr. HARIPABA CHATTOPADHYAY: Sir, the constitution has
brought no help und relief to the suffering millions of my countrymen.
It has brought relief of course to some esteemed gentlemen und their
relatives. These gentlemen sell the interst of their own country for
their own personal benefit,

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am afraid I must say that T hold that you are
out of order now. ({Laughter.)

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: 1 bow to your ruling.

Sir, this constitution prepared by our foreign masters suiting their
own interest should he discarded by us. The suffering millions must
prepare their own constitution. And in their name, Sir, let us demand
a constitution which will be bhased on adult franchise which will make
real men of us, when Assembly Members will be so many selfless
serdamis

(Here the member having reached the time-limit, resumed his seat.)

Maulvi ABUL HASHIM: Mr, Speaker, Sir, my friend Dr. Sanyal
has proposed that the present comstitution should be replaced by one
based on national independence. So far, we agree with him. He
further proposes that the constitution should be framed by a consti-
tuent assembly of India based on adult franchise. Tt will be a really
very bappy thing for us if we are able to give expression to the genuine
peeds of the,Indian people through a constituent assembly based on
atult franchise. But, Sir, where is that constitu.ent assembly? When
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#n it goifg to be formed® My friend has talked of democracy. Sir,
my humble submission is this that flemocracy is a very nice thing, but
unfortunately in this world of ours, nothing is absolutely good for
every clime and in every placee Democracy presupposes the existence
of a very highly cultured people living i» harmony with each other.
However unpleasant %t may be, it is no good shutting cur eyes to hard
realities of fact. 1nfmtunnte]\ for us, we ure d1v1ded into 3roups
and sections—jeatous of each other and fighting *with each“other.
Dr. Sunyal has said that the Indian National Congress along with the
Muslim League has condemned the sugested Federation. It is so,
Sir, but 1 believe the reasons are not the same. If we are working
out a constitution, in case we ure fully satisfied with it, nothing will
_be more, welcome than to have a constitution hased on national
independence.  But, Sir, thia nationalism has now degenerated into
something which I need'not mention.

So far ax Tndian nntlon.n]lsm ix concerned, T have got some definite
views on this matter. 1 think Indian nationalism will, at the present
moment, be something highly artifical. 1 do not think there is
anything common between ourselves, the people of Bengal and the
Mahrattas  bevond the fact that we live within certain territorial
boundaries.  Sir, we, the Moslems, are definitely of opinion that
circumstanced as we are, until real peace and harmony is established
between the differént communities and elasses in India, we, the
Moslenss, must have a constitution which may be based on independence,
but must also be on a separate electorate basis. Tt is no doubt a very
unpleasant thing, hut the fact is that we have o confidence in each
other. Tt is for this reason thut T am able to agree with my friend,
Dr. Sanyval, so far as the granting of a special constitution to India
through o  constituent  assembly  based  on  adult  francise 1s
concerned.  Here, in India, where 99 per cent. of the popula-
tion are illiterate, one can  well think of the quality of
adult franchise, We may  first prepare ourselves tor having adult
franchise and nothing would be happier than when we have it.  But
the fuct ts that at the present moment we are not fit for adult franchise.
With  regard to the future constitution, there may be a congtituent
assembly consisting of all parties and all opinions based on separate
electorates.  So far as we, the Moslems, are concerned, if there was a
question of complete independence for Bengal, Bihar, the TUnited
Provinces and the Punjab, that would have been quite a different thing.
But, Sir, Dr. Sanyal will also agree with me that, not only are the
Hindus and Moslems now fighting with each other, but there is also
a good deal of provincialism throughout. The other provinces are not
on friendly terms with Bengal. with regard to which the Congress
members from Bengal had a bitter experience at Tripuri. That is the
reason why we, the Moslems, want separate electorate and also because
Indinn nationalism will have a high command somewhere else from
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;Pere they will issue commands which we will have to obey/without
any protest. In view'of these observations, I am unable to afcept ande
support the amendment of Dr. Sadlyal, as it has been draffed. But
in its essence, so far as having national independence is concerned, we
entirely agree with him. We are prépared to aceept a constituent
assembly based on separate® electorates for the Jifferent clusses and
communities and I think that a constituent assembly not hased on
adult Jranchise but hased on separate elagtorate will be of great benefit
to us. QOtherwise, if there is general adult tranchise, we are afraid,
only the heads will be counted, und the causes of the minorities will
be trampled down under foot. (Dr. Natinuksna Sizyarn:  We, the
minortties here, are prepared to sufters. But [ think my iriend is
talking of a democracy which, I understand, is o thing which disregards
the interests of tie minorities.  What T mean by democracy, however, oo
is a thing of the people, by the peoplo and for the people, und the
people includes all sections and elasses of the populntion.

Mr. NTHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: M:. Speaker, Sir, on
a resolution embodyving the most momentous political  issue  that s
facing ITudia to-day, I believe this House, in common with all
the elected Legistutures in India, whether the Mimstries there are
Congress Ministries or non-Congress Mumistries, shall tuke a view-point
which will not be coloured by sectional or communal or nurrow partisan
interests but will certainly be inspired by the wide? interests of nationa-
Iism. T take it that this is the particular consideration, this is the stand-
point that has been expressed by the Hon'ble Home Minister when he
said that he does not wish to make it a point of party politics but to
leave it to the sense of the House to give expression 1o their opimnion
as they like, and I may mention that I want to make sure that the
members of the Government, at least on this oceasion, will agree with
me  that  on an dssue Tike  this it is o net a question  of
confidence or no-confidence in  the Ministry, but that it is a
question of confidence  or no-confidence  in our national self-
respect.  We, amongst  ourselves, may raise guestions and issves
of communal claims and  counter-claims. But 1 believe there is
thfs*=much of confidence in the selt-reliance of all the commu-
nities in India, whether they are in a majority or in a minority, as to
advance any claims and counter-cluims amld to fight out for themselves,
But when it is u question of the principle of selt-determination, when
it 18 a question of national self-respect and national freedom, T lelieve,
Sir, that India®will refuse to be divided into Hindus and Moslems
just as T believe that the period when India fell a vietim to foreign
Imperialist domination, there was no question of communal division in
Bengal. Sir, when Bengal became the first foothold of British
Imperialism in India, Bengal was not divided as between Mudlims
and Hindus but Bengal was divided as between thowe who were the
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supporterb of foreign imperialism and those who were opposed to it. .I-
want bot} the Hindus and the Moslems to look back with pride to
those days when in the field of P‘nesey the Hindus and Moslems
combined to fight against British Imperialism. If you want to
establish communal rights, if *you want to fight for any communal
rights whatsoever, by, all means fight, and fight it out amongst our-
selves. But when it will be a question of Clives and Hastings, let us
not take our stand as Mirjafass, but let us fight forsIndia’s fregdom.
An issue of that nature is fast coming to-day, and from that point of
view I appreciate the standpoint which the Bengal Ministry has
adopted on the question of discussing this resolution, and I should
like toradd only this that the principle underlying this resolution, visz.,
the principle of India’s right to self-determination and complete
Jejection of the constitption framed by the British‘Parliament is a
principle accepted in common by the Congress, the Muslim League
and all the other political organisations in India. There is not one
single organisation on which the British can . rely except perhaps
trying to set up certain hired gangs, trying to set up modern Mirjafars,
in order to maintain their imperialist domination over India, and,
therefore, on this issue there should be no division amongst ourselves.
But the resolution, as it is framed, T belicve, in ofe vety important
respect, may be construed, although on the question of its underlying
principle there is no difference whatsoever, as a sort of an appeal to
the British Imperialist (Government to allow us to have a Constituent
Assemblw  Speaking as a realist in the light of cold reasoning,
I can say thal the constitution under the Government of India Act has
been framed not with a view to support the principle of self-determina-
tion but 1o safeguard the interests of British Imperialism in times of
war, and therefore the sanction behind the Government of India Act
is not a moral sanction, but the sanction of the British armed forces
with a view to safeguard their own interests. It will not hesitate for
a moment to raze Arabia, barter Palestine and ravish Albania through
the commission of a secret pact with Ttaly. The chief culprit in the
recent outrage on Albania is Great Britain herself. It is with the
connivance of British Tmperialism itself that Mussolini dared to
march his soldiers across the Adriatic into Albania. I, therefore =sdy,
Sir, that we do not appeal to the British Parliameunt.

(At this stage the member reached the time-limit.)
May 1 have half a4 minute more, Sir, to finish my speech?

Mr. SPEAKER: All right.

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Thank you, Sir.

We warn the British Parliament that any attempt to foist a consti-
tution on India will be resisted by the people of India united together.

«
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With our whole might we will rely on our national strengthind for ,
this purpose we shall have to raise ¢ National Militia compbsed of
Muslims and Hindus and all the communities of India combined

ther. It is the sanction of this Natjonal Militia which will give
us independence and Constituent Assembly, and certainly by no appeal
to :Qritisb Imperialism we shall be able to achieve thts.

(At <his stage the member having reaghed the time-limit, resumed
his seal) *

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, Government do not
propose to take any part in this debate, nor do they wish to express any
opinion, because this is a matter which is not the immediate concern
of Government or swithin their control. Therefore, Sir, Government
do not propose to take any part in the debage.

Mr. SPEAKER: Yirst, there is the apendment of Dr. Nalinaksha
Sanyal. Tt has renlly two parts. T may say that, so far as the first
part 18 concerned, it is really consequential; otherwise, the resolution
will be meaningless. T shall, therefore, put the first part of Dr. Sanyval's
amendment, scy thaf® the House may decide for itself what to do.

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, T accept the amendment.

Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot accept the amendment ; it is the House
alone which can do so.

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that by way of amendment
to resolution No. 6, in line 5, after the words “replaced by" the
words “a constitution framed by' be inserted was then put and agreed
to.

The motion of Dr. Nulinaksha Sunyal that the following be added
to resolution No. 6, namely :—

“and further that pending the final decision of His Majesty's
Government in this respect no attempts should be made by
the Provincial Government to further the introduction of the
Federation as contemplated under the Act at present”,

was then put and a division claimed by Mr. Abdul Karim.

Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: T may inform vou, Sir, that we do
not want a division, and that it has been asked through a misapprehen-
sion,

- ]

Mr. SPEAKER: Then you do not press it.” Are you prepared to
withdraw your claim to a division?
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Mr. AODUL KARIM: Sir, I withdraw my claim to a division,
¢
Mr. SPEAKER: In that view of the matter, I declare the amend-
ment carried. ¢

The resolution of Mr. Md, Abul Fazl, as amended by the motion of
Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, namely : — .

“that thisx Assembly is of ‘opinion that the Gdvernment of Bengal
should request the Government of India to torward to His
Majesty’s Government the expression of opinion of this House
that the Government of India Act of 1935 be replaced by a
constitution tframed by a Constituent Assembly elected on the
basis of adult tranchise, which may allow the people of India
full scope for development according to their needs and desires;
and that for transitional purposes this Assembly hopes that
His Majesty’s Government will set up a Central Government
free from the objectionable features of the Federal Scheme as
laid down in the Government of Tndia Act, 1935, to be evolved
in consultation with the Provineial Governments and national
leaders and further that pending the fina' decision of His
Majesty's Government in this respedt no ulif-m]:h should be
made by the Provineial Government to further the introduction
of the Federation as contemplated under the Act at present”,

Al « e
was then put and a division taken.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, before vou declare the result
of the voting, may | rise on a point of order? Tt was the general
desire of the House to accept my amendment and my amendment was
based on a certain contingeney. The House having accepted my amend-
ment, 1 submit that the will of the House was expressed definitely when
my antendment was put to vote and the subsequent change of the desire
of the House on a different motion might be tuken 10 be contrary to
what the House decided a few minutes ago. 1, theretore, submit that
voting on the main resolution with my amendment. as accepteg. .can
only be on the *“Ayes"" side and cannot be on the Noes'" side; other-
wise, the effect of the aceeptance of my amendment will be nullified.

Mr. SPEAKER: I think, Dr. Nanyal, 1 would have given a decision
if you had not laughed at the last moment!

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Sir, there is another thing
which has puzzled us. We have heard of neutrality and armed
newtrality but what sort of neutrality did we witness this evening when
the Hon'ble Ministers, who were supposed to remain neutral, were busy
sending their men to the “*Noes™ lobby.
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‘Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order.

following result:—

Abdul Wahed, Raalvl, *
Ahu Hossain Sarhar, Manivi.
Abul Fazi, fir. 4.

Ahmod Kiha, Mr. Syed.
Arimuddis Ahmed, Mr,
Sanerji, Mr. P.

Banerjes, Mr, Sianath.
Baserjes, Or. Suresh Chandra.
Sarma, Babu Prembarl.

Siswas, Bade Lahthmi Narayan.
Siswas, Mr. Rasih Lel.

L N
Das Gupts, Srijut Narendra Nath.
Datta, Mr. Dhirendra Nath.
Oelei, Mr. Hare
Dutta, Mr. 8ok .
Dutta Mazv , Wr. Mibaresdu,
Emdade! Naque, Kazl.
Qhase, Mr. Ats! Krishea.
Blasuddin Ahmed, Mr.
Rupta, Mr. Jogesh Chasdra,
Nasan All Chowdhury, Mr. Syed.
dsisluddia Hashemy, Mr. Syed.

Abdsl Aziz , Mauiaes M4,

Abdul Hafz, Mr. Mirza

Abdui Hafl], Mr. Mia.

Abdal Hahim vikeampurl, Masivi M6,
Abdu! Hamid, Mr. A. W.

Abduf Jadhar, Mawtvi.

Abdsl irm, Mr.

Abdwl Latif Blswms, Masivi,

Abdui Majie, Mr. Syed.

Abdul Wahad Kban, Mr.

Abgur Ratman, Khas Bahadur A. F. &8,
Abdur Reshood Manivi, Md.

Abdur Rawf, Khan Sabih Mawivi 6.
Abdur Rawt, Mr. Shak.

Abder Ruxzak, Mawivi,

Abdw Shahood, Mastvi M¢.

Abider Ress Chowdhory, Khan Bahsdur Masivi.
Abut Nmhim, Masivi.

Abol Hesgin Ahmed, Mr,

Aftad All, Br.

Abhmod AN Mrighs, Jantivi.

ANazsétie Ahmed, Xhan Bahader Manivl.
Aminafizh, Khen Sabib Mantvi,

[
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The House has divided Yith

AYES-- 68

NOES-

dalas, Mr. 1.D.

Kumar, Mr. Atal Chandra.

Kande, Mr. Nishitha Nath,

Maltl Mr. Ninnnja Bokarsi.

Maltra, Mr. Surendra Maban.
Majumdar, Mrs. Homagrevs.

Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lal.

Maniruzeaman Islamadadi, Maviana M¢.
Magdnl Nasain, Mr.

] §i, Mr. )
Muhherjes, Mr. B.
Mukherfi, Or. H. C.
Muhberji, Or. Mharat Chandra.
Muilkk, lrilul.Allulul.
Nasher, Mr. Hem Ohandra.
Nausher All, Mr. Syed.
Pramanik, Mr. Tarlaicharsa.
Ramizuddia Ahmed, M
Ray, Mr. Charu Chandra. ¢
Rey, Mr. Dhasasjey.

Rey, Mr. Kamalhrishaa.
Rey, Mr. Kiran Sanhar,
Ray, Mr. Kisherl Fatl.
Rey, Mr.
Saayal, Dr. Nali
Sanysl, Mr. satanha Sahhar.
Sen, Bade Nagendrh Nath.
Shahsdali, Mr.

y

Sinka, Srijut Masindra Bhussa.
Sur, Mr. Marendra Kamar.
Waliur Rahmen, Mavivi,
Zaman, Mr. A. M. A,

76.

Amir All Mis, Nasivl, M6,

Asheatatl, Mr. M.

Aula¢ Hessais Khas, Masivi.

Achar All, Manivi,

Sarat All, Nr. W&,

Olark, Mr. 1. A,

Das, Mr. Anuhsl Chandra.

Das, Ral sanih Kirit Shweaa,

Das, Babd Debengra Nath.

Parhut Bune Khanam, Begam.

Fazist Qaadir, Kbée Sahadur Masivi.
Faziur Rahmune, M7,

Pazier Rahmas (Mymassingh), Mr,
Gomses, NWr. 8. A

Hafzuddia Chowshury, Masivi,
Namidudsin Ahmad, Xhan Sanib,
Hasina Mursheg, Mrs, M. 8. £.
Hatematly Jamatsr, Kian Sabib Mantei.
Handry, fir. David,

Nirtaol, ir. M. A, 7.

toris Abmed Mia, Mautvi,

dasimuddin Ahmed, Wir.

Kadireddia Khsp, Kbaa Sshadwr Manivl.

thes
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Kanom Al Mirsa, Sshibesada Kawan dab Syed. Mousiala AN m‘d.
ez nddla A or. Naserulish, K

Stz nddie Al Mavivi, Rey, Mr. Patiram.

Wasznddin Chondhury, Mauivl, Saderuddia Admed, Nt
Mabtabuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Mauivi. Safiraddin Admed, Maji.

andal, Mr. Banka Behari, . Salim, Mr. 8. A.

Aiandal, Mr. Jagat Ohandra, Sarkss, fﬂu Madbweudan.
Bezammel Hug, Manivl M4, Sorajul lelam, Mr. .
Mohammad Afzal, Khas Sahih Manivl Syed. Shakabuddin, Mr. Khwajs, 8.8.E.
Mshammad lirshim, Nowivi. in Ahmod Khonghar, Mr.
Ainhammad lshaque, Manivi, . Sirdar, Bahn Litta Manda.
\ebammad lsrall Mautvi. Totel Akmed Olnl‘!ry. Maulvi Majl.
AMshemmad Siggigue, Khao Sshadur Dr, Syed. Walher, Mr. W. A. N,

Moltisk, Mr. Puiin Bokary. Yusut Ati Chondhury, Wr.
ABwstaguwsal Nagwe, M1, Byed. Zahur Ahmed Ohaudhury, Manivi,

The Aves being 68 and the Noes 76, the motion was lost.

.
€

8ittings on Friday and Saturday.

Mr. SPEAKER: To-morrow, the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment)
Bill will be taken up again: so members would kindly come prepared
for it. 1 understand, to-morrow the first item to be taken up is the
Tank Improvement Bill; after that, a Government hesoluti(m will be
taken up and then we will go on with the Caleuita Municipal (Amend-
ment) Bill.

Now,, I have been requesied that we might sit a little early
to-morrow. The difficulty is that we have got a meeting of the Com-
mittee of Privileges and as it has to deal with a very important matter,
1 do not propose to postpone the mweeting. So 1 propose to sit at
4-30 p.m. to-morrow. On Saturday also we may sit a bit early, say, at

9-30 a.m.

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Sir, 1 have found out from
both sides of the House that many members want to leave Calcutta on
Friday evening because some of them have undertaken certain respon-
sibilities regarding the Water-hyacinth Week. (Cries of “No", YNo”’
from the Coalition Benches.) That was what 1 gathered from some
members of both sides of the House. We do not have Saturday sittings
except during the budget discussion. So having regard to the tempera-
ture at present and also to the usual practice, 1 would request the
Hon’ble Speaker not to have any sitting on Saturday.,

Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: So far as members of this side of
the House are concerned. 1 may assure you and through you my honour-
able friend, Mr. Gupta. that we do not want to curtail the sitting but
we do want to sit on Seturday-———. '
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" Mr. SPEAKER: That will do.

Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: gir. with your permission, I would
further submit that members of the Hopse know how important this
Caloutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill is and how anxious a very large
section of this House is to pass this Bill as soon 2s possible. Unfor-
tunate gnd unforeseen incidents prevented us from proceeding very far
with th® business as far as this Bill is concerned. We have got only
two days left—to-morrow and the day after. Sir, you have very kindly
agreed to sit early to-morrow. We would earnestly request vou to sit
early on Saturday also, so that we may make an effort to complelq and
finish the work of the Calcutta Municipal Bill,

* »

Mr. SPEAKER: I have no objection to sit early on Saturday. We
may sit from 7-30 to 11-30 instead of from 10 {o'l. That I hope would
be convenient to everybody concerned.

Dr. NALINAKSHA S8ANYAL: Sir, it would be convenient for us .
to sit from 8-30 10’11-30.
L ]

Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: No, Sir. 7-30 would be better.

Mr. SPEAKER: I would suggest sitting at 8 o’clock on Saturday.
In any case, I hope it will be possible to come to a compromise on this
point. After all, the Bill is before us, and, if somehow, (Government
had decided to drop the Bill, it would have been quite a separate thing,
but as Government are anxious to finish this business, is it any use
protracting and not finishing it as quickly as possible? Of course, I
am not hopeful that it will be finished by Saturday. Still let us finish
as much as possible to-morrow and the day after. For the time being,
it is settled that we shall sit at 8 or 8-30 a.m. on Saturday.

Mz, SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Sir, are we to understand that
Government are anxious to finish this Bill on Saturday and that it
would result in the curtailment of our right of speech? In that case,
we shall be very anxious to protect our rights.

The Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: The point is this. This
Bill is a very important one and I should like the House to understand
that if this Bill is to be of any use, it has got to go through the House
at least by the first week of May. If we cannot finish it in the meap-
time, i.e., by, the first week of May, we will have all-night sittings.
Government will insist on that.
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Mr, BPEAKER: Let us see if we can avoid that oontmganoy a!tor
“we comelback from the holidays. i

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA, CUPTA: Unless the Home Minister
arranges for a cordon of polire to keep uschere the whole night he will
pot find us here. ¢

1

Adjournment,

The House was then adjourned till 4-30 p.m. on Friday, the 2lst
April, 1939, at the Assembly House, Calcutta.



1689.] 173

Proceedings of the Bengal Lgislative Assembly assembled
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935.

THE ASSEMYLY met in the Assernbly House, {alcutta, on Friday,
the 21st April, 1939, at 4-30 p.m.

4 ’

Present:

Mr. Speaker (the Hon'ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizur HaquE, ©.1.8.)
in the Chair, 11 Hon'ble Ministers and 218 members.

Osth or afrmation,

The members named below wude the oath or affirmation of their
. ~ .
allegiance to the Crown:—

Mr. F. J. Majindin,
L

-

Sir Henry Birkmyre, and
Mr. A. O. Brown.

STARRED QUESTIONS

(to which oral answers were &iven)

Noakhali R. K. Zilla 8ohool.

*376. Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon'ble Minister in
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state—

(a) the present as well as the u'\'eru;:e annual numerical strength of
Noakhali R. K. Zilla School for the last 3 years;

(b) total expenditure from Public Revenue for the said school
during the year 1937-38;

(¢) monthly rent paid for the house hired for the achool;

(d) the number of aided high English schools in the Noakhali
district;

(e) the amount spent for them in the shape of grants-in-aid during
the year 1937-38;

(f) whether there are 2 other recognised high English schools and
an aided high madrassah in the Noakhali town;
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(g) whether he is aware that wealthier section of the town peeple
send their wards to Ggvernment schools; and

(h) whether-deprovincialisation of the R. K. Zilla School is in the
contemplation of (fovernment?

<

MINISTER in tharge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (a) The number of pupils on &he rolls
on the 31st March, 1938, was 195. The average for the last thrée years
was 201.

(b) Rs. 16,226.

(¢) Rs. 100 per mensem for the school and Rs. 12 per mensem for
the Muhammadan hostel.

(d) 19. ¢

(e) Rs. 23,050. °

(f) and (g) Yes. .

(k) No. The Noakhali R. K. Zilla School being the only Govern-
ment high school in the district of Noakhali it should continue to exist

in the interest of education of the district. .

L4

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: In view of the fact that
the expenditure on {he Zilla School is over Rs. 16,000 and that on other
achools only Rs. 23,000, does the Hon’hle Minister think it desirable
to incrbase the grant of other schools by deprovincializing the Zilla
School ?

Mr. SPEAKER: How does that question arise?

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: In answer (&) the Hon'ble

Minister has said, ‘‘that Rs. 16,000 has been spent on that achool’”” and
in answer (¢) the expenditure on other schools is Rs. 23,000. In view
of that, does the Hon'ble Minister think it desirable to increase the
grants to these latter schools by deprovincializing the Zilla School ?

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no connexion between the two.

8j. NARENDRA NATH DAS8 GUPTA: In view of the fact that the
people of Noakhali do not show sufficient enthusiasm for the Zilla
School as proved by the fall in the number of pupils ‘on the rolls, does
not the Government think it proper to deprovincializo the Zilla Sehool
as early as ‘possiblef

L]
Mr. SPEAKER! The first part of the question is in arder and not
the second part.



1999.]  QUESTION. ns

' 8}, NARENDRA I,IATH DAS CUPTA: Does the Government admit
owing to the small number of pupﬂ‘ on the rolls the public are showing
less interest in the Zilla School

The Hon’bie Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: The number has fallen off
but I do not know for what reasons. An enquigy may be made and
the result stated to the House.

o

v = *
8). NARENDRA NATH DAS8 CUPTA: In view of the fact that

people are not showing any enthusiasm—-o
The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: How do you know}

8j. NARENDRA NATH DAS8 GUPTA: Ip view of the fact that
owing to the fall in the number of pupids the people are showing less
enthusiasm for the Zilla School, will Government take steps to help
other institutions by deprovincializing the Zilla School?

Mr, SPEAKER: Your question is not in order.

8j. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: In view of the smallness
of the number of pupils, does the Government propose to deprovincialize
the Zilla School? R

The Hon'ble Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: The question of deprovin-
cialization cannot be tuken up immediately for various reasons. It is
a very large question and is being considered, hut we have not been
able to come to a decision.

Talora excise shop in Bogra district.

*377. Mr. M. FARHAD RAIA CHOWDHURY: (a) Is the
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Excise Department aware—
(¢) that an excise shop at Talora in the district of Bogra had
recently fallen vacant;
(#t) that applications were invited for lease of the shop;
(t%t) that several applications, including some from qualified
Mubhammadans were filed; but

(1v) that the'shop was settled with the heir of the deceased vendor
or in the benami of the widow?

(b), Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it iy &
fact that the Commissioner of Excise wanted the shop to be settled with
a new person?

1
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(c) 1f the answer to (b) js in the sﬁrmatlvo, ;vi]l .the Hon’bl
* Minister be pleased to state the reasons why the shop wa settled witl
an up-country non-Bengali?

MINISTER in charge *of the EXCISE DEPARTMENT (th
Hon'ble Mr. Prasapna Deb Raikut): (@) (2) to (itc) Yes.

(iv) The shop was settlel with a near relative of the decdase
vendor who had helped the deceased vendor in the'managemekt of th
shop and bad been found competent.

(b) No.

¢¢) Does not arise.

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be
pleased to state whefher the person with whom the shop was settlec
was a Hindu or a Muslim?

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise.

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be
Ppleased to state if the person with whom the shop was settled is an up-
.country non-Bengali? ¢

The Hon'ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: The person is ¢

bona fide resident of the district.
L}

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: With reference to answer
{iv), will the Hon'ble Minister he pleased to state what sort of compe.
tency is expecied of a person with whom an excise shop is going to be
settled ?

Mr, SPEAKER: How does that question urise?

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: In answer (1r) the Hon’ble

Minister has said, “'the vendor had been found competent’.
Mr. SPEAKER: That is after the shop has been settled. .

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: The Hon’ble Minister has
-said, ‘‘that he was found competent’’. My question is what sort of
«<competency is expected of such a person.

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise.

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: In view of the fact that there
-dere qualified Muslim candidates, will the Hon’ble Minister be plessed
#0 state whether the shop was settled with a Hindu or s Muslim ?
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i_‘é.t. SPBAKER: I an afraid that that question does not atise.
T '

. v N
" Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: My submission is this. The
question is whether there were qualified Muslim candidates.

Mr. SPEAKER: What is the answer?

- » ’

Madlvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: The answer is “‘yes''. That is
why I asked the question: in view of the fact that there were qualified
Muslim’ candidates, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether
the shop was settled with a Hindu or a Muslim ® .

Mr. SPEAKER¢ However much undesirable, it may be, 1 have to
admit it.

The Hon’bie Mr, PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: Due considerations
were given to all people, but it was settled with a yelation of the
deceased.

Maulvi AB'UL.LA'"F BISWAS: Sir, my question has not been
answered. Will the Hon'ble Minister he plensed to state whether the
licensee is a Hindu or a Muslim? ((ries of—''Ask whether he is a
Bengali or a non-Bengali’'—from the Opposition.)

Mr. SPEAKER: I appeal to the honourable members on hoth sides
to refrain from raising a communal iasue,

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With all humility, Sir, T may

tell vou that we huve never asked questions about communal percentages.

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: In view of the fuct that the
Hon’ble Minister enunciated two days ago the policy that the cases of
Muhammadans would be considered und in view of the fact that there
were™Muslim candidates for this shop, will the Ilon'ble Minister he
pleased to state whether the shop was settled with a Hindu or &
Muhammadan #

The Hon’bis Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: It was settled with
a relation of the deceased; he is a Hindu. But dupe considerations were
given to the other candidates.

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister fie
pleased to state whether the candidate with whom this shop has been
settled is an up-country man or not?

‘13
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« The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUY: He is an up-country
man domiciled in Bengal. !

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be
pleased to state whose proportion among the number of consumers from
this shop is greates so far as the Hindus, Mubammailans or Chris-
tians are concerned ? '

. £
©

Mr, SPEAKER: That question does not arise.

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'ble Minister be
pleused to state how long the licensee has been staying in this
province?

‘

The Hon'ble Mr. PRABANNA DEB RAIKUT: For six genera-
tions.

Mr, ATUL XRIBHNA CHOSE: Are we to understand that in view

of the principles enunciated in the Koran——

€

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 cannot allow that question.

Cambling in Rangpur district.

*378. Mr. JOTINDRA NATH CHAKRAVARTY: (a) Will the
Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased
to state whether the Bengal Public Gambling Act (of 18(7) is in force
throughout the district of Rangpur? If not, why not?

(&) Does the Hon’ble Minister contemplate extension of this Act
throughout the district?

(¢) Ts the Hon'ble Minister aware—

(¢) that gambling goes on openly in  the melas that are held

annually in the district of Rangpur; -

(1) that touts are employed by the keepers of these gambling
dens to lure innocent villagers;

(/1) that there were such gambling dens in the mela that was last
held at Badarganj in the district of Rangpur; and

(r») that representations were made to the proper authorities to
stop the gambling in the said mela?

¢ (d) if the answer to (¢) (iv) is in the afirmative, will the Hon'ble
Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, was taken in the

matter? .
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(e) If no action was taken, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased te
& the reason there¥for? . o

(f) Are the Government consideting the desirability of taking steps
for stopping gambling amongst the illiterate masses P

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARSMENT (the Hon’ble
Kh waja 8ir Nazimuddin): (a) No. The question of the extension of
the A6t to the enfire district is under cohsideration.

(b) Yes.

(¢) (¢) and (i¢) No.

(#17) Some clandestine gambling took place in that mela. *

(iv) Yes. .

(d) and (e) By the time information had been received and enquired
into the mela was over.

(f) Yes.

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Will the Hou'ble Minister be
pleased to state what time (iovernment will take to bring the Act inte
operation wilh reference to answer (h)?

The Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: A¢ soon as the Govern.
ment come to u decision after due consideration of the various problems
involved.

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Wil the Hon’ble Minister he
pleased to state whether some police officers were in attendance in this
Badarganj mela when the mela was held?

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise.

Mauivi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be
plegsed to state whether with reference to some melas held at (taibandha

representations were made to the proper authorities and that no steps
were taken until some responsible gentlemen with M.L.A.'s had te
take recourse to picketing?

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not a question ; thut supplies information,

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: With reference to answers (d) and (e),
what sort of enquiry was made, whether there wan any attempt to find
out the culprit?
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The Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Whether gambhng took
place or not was enquired into by the police.
‘

Mr. 8HAH ABDUR RAUF: Has the Gambling Act been enforced
in any part of the district of Rangpur" .
[ 3

The Hon'’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Certaiply.
Mr. S8HAH ABDUR RAUF: In what part?
The Hon’hle Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Rangpur town.

Dr. NALINAKSHA:SBANYAL: Will the Hon’l')le Minister be
pleased to state if the clandesting gambling took place with or without
the knowledge or connivance of the police? -

Mr, SPEAKEBR: That question does not arise.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SBANYAL: Will the Hof’ble, Minister be
pleased to state if the District Magistrate knew of the clandestine
gambling ?

The Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: As it was clandestine,
the Magistrate could not have known it.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be
pleased to state if he is aware that some specific complaints were
brought to the notice of the District Magistrate about the continuance
of this gambling?

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, because these com-
plaints were made, it came to be known that clandestine gambling was
taking place. If the thing had been obvious and natural, it would not
have been clandestine.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be
pleased to state how long did the mela continue?®

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I want notice.
Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be

plea¥ed to state how long the mela continued after the continuance of
the gambling was brought to the notice of the District Magistrate?
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The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As soon as it came t9
the notice of the District Maglstmte but before any action could be
taken, the mela was over.

L]

Dr. NALINAKSHA BANYAL: How many days did the District
Magistrate take as between the date on which # was brought to his
notice and the dzzte on which he took steps?

4 » *

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice.

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Minigter be
pleased to state whether the eclandestine gambling was detected and

whether any actipn was taken?
L]

. .
Mr. SPEAKER: That question has already* been answered.

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: * @R T7WO® 520 WO 1§
[, & gambling A B qapRTw am wwTr FRAreTTS @ e

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise,

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Ix the Hon'ble Minister aware
that licences for gambling in these melas are generally issued in the
name of a brother of an insurance agent who generally lives *with the
District Magistrate?

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise.

The Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, may I have your
permission to say that in these melas certain forma of gambling
take place which are not illegal. On acvount of the ruling of the High
Court it is very difficult to take action against them. Jor instance,
when it is dark a game of skill becomes o game of chance.  So, for the
time being we are handicapped in taking suitable action against
gaMbling which may not be a game of skill.

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASUY: If it is nat gambling, why is it
that the Hon'hle Minister has used the words “clandestine gambling”
in his answer?

The Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 was just going to point
out that there are certain forms of gambling which Government cannot
stop because they do not cdme under the definition of gambling. sBut
there may be other gamblings which are going on surreptitiously and
which can be stopped.



182 QUESTIONS. , L2167 Armm,

« Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon'ble Minister be
pleased to state whether he knows w}mt kind of gambling was allowed—
whether it was a game of skill or a game of chance?

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as this was

-eoncerned, it was pufe and simple a game of chance, done clandestinely.

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(to which answers were laid on the table)

Recruitment for. the Damodar Canal Revenue Division.
162. Mr. DHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKERJEE: (a) Will the
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Communications and Works (Irriga-
tion) Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact—

(7) that the Eden (Canal Revenue has been merged in the Damodar
‘anal Revenue as per Notification No. 691, dated the 24th
March, 1933;

(r7) that a permanent revenue division has been created for the
purpose with a permanent staff; and

@s11) <hat the staff of the Eden Canal, such as muharrirs, patrols,
khalasis, dafadars, are sUll maintained in the temporary
list ¥

(h) 1s it a fact that new recruitments have been made for the
Pumodar (anal Revenue Division on a permanent basis superseding the
elaims of the temporary staff of the Eden Canal®

(c) Is it a fact that some employees of the Eden Canal staff have
not been allowed promotion in spite of repeated recommendations of the
EBxecutive Fngineer, Dumodar Division ¥

(d) 1s it a fact that a muharrir of the Damodar (Canal who was a_pew
recruit was given iwo lifis in one year and made a zilladar for the Eden
Canal in supersession of the claims of other muharrirs, tahsildars and
elerks on the stafi?

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of
Cossimbazar): (¢ (1) and (1) Yes.

(¥5) Two muharrirs, six petrols and one khalasi who were mnot
traxsferred to the Revenue Division remained on a temporary basis
mnder the Executive Engineer in connection with work 4n the Eden
Canal. .
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(b) T understand that there have been no supersessions of senior by
junior muharrirs except so far as wys necessary to secure the prescribed
proportion of employees of differeat communities. If, however, the
hon’ble member will give me the names of any muharrirs who accord-
mg to his information have been superseded, I shall look into the matter
further. . ,

* (o) A temporary muharrir recommended by the ¥xecutive Engineer
for employment a§ a zilludar was not considered by the appointing
authority to be suitable for the post. Another recommendation could
not be accepted; there was no vacancy for a man of the community to
which the recommended man bhelonged.

() T am informed that u ~ertain muhdrrir received advancement in
this way over a period of about 34 vears, the advancement being due
in part to the fact that vacancies had to he flleal by suitable candidates
of a particular community, i .

Damages to orops during rainy season in Chiftagong.

163. Maulang MD. MANIRUZZAMAN (SLAMABADI: (o) Is
the Hon’ble ®Minister in charge of the Communications and Works
(Trrigation) Department aware—

(?) that the upper part of the canal excavated jointly by the (iov-
ernment and the public to let off the water of Gomp bil has
heen silted up;

(1) that crops were damaged during the last rainy season in the
villages under the jurisdiction of the police-station Rangunia
in Chittagong; and

(ir) that the people of the lovality are in distress ¥

(b) I the answer to {a) is in the affirmutive, sre the Government
considering the desirability of -

(1) re-excavating the canal: or

=) making an inguiry into the matter?
julr;

The Hon'ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazars
(@) () and (b)) T am informed that very little silting has taken place and
that this does not warrant any action at present. Any action con-
sidered necessafy in future is to be taken by the District Board of
Chittagong.

(a) () and (ii7) 1 understand that transplantation of aman paddy
was delayed laat year owing to the high level of water standing in the
locality. Ip consequence the outturn was below the average but there
is no distress.
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L8 [

Jagannath Intermediate College Library.

€
164. Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister
in charge of the Education D'epartment be pleased to state—

(a) what is the total number of books in the Jagannath Inter-
mediate College Library; °

(b) what is the total number of Arabic, Persian and Urdw books
in the Library; and

(c) has the Library been stocked with Arabic, Persian and Urda
books to meet the demands of the teachers and students in
. these subjects?

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZILUL HUQ: (o) About 16,000.
(b) 116. . )
(c) Yes.

8cheme for spending grant of five lakhs of rupees for the Scheduled
Castes. .

[ 4

165, Babu PREMHAR! BARMA: («) Will the Hon'ble Minister
in charge of the Kducation Department he pleased to state whether any
scheme has heen prepared for spending the five lukhs of rupees pro-
vided in the supplementary budget for 1933-39 for the spread of educa-
tion among the Scheduled (‘astes of Bengal ?

(b) Tf any such scheme has heen prepared, is the Hon'ble Minister
contemplating supply of copies of the same to the members of the Legis-
lature for their opinion, if any ?

(c¢) Tf the answer to (J) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble Minister
be pleased to give the reason therefor?

(d) Have any scholarships been awarded to students reading in
different schools and colleges of Bengal out of the amount?

(e) I so, will the Hon'hle Minister be pleased to lay on the table a
statement showing— -

(7) the names of the students and the communities to which they
belong; and
(17) the collegea and schools in which they read ?

The Hon'ble Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. '

(b) The scheme has already been published for public information
in The Bengal Weekly, dated the 19th December, 1938.

u(c) and (e) Do not arise. “

(d) No.
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*  Adjournment Motion,
L}
Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Mr. Speaker, Sir,—

Dr. MALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, wlmt is the position as regards
my adjournmerit motion?

MF, SPEAKER: ‘I had a talk with Mr. Jogesh Chandra Gupta. It

is a very controversial matter, and I will give my ruling later.

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, may 1 be permitted
to submit that I sent in a notice of an adjourninent motion with regard
to the railway désaster at Majdia. Qubwquenth. however, I was
advised by my friends to alter it and gjve nofice of a specinl motion
under section 102 of the Assembly Rulex and’ Standing Orders, and,
accordingly, I sent in notice of a spmm] motion.  Will you allow me,

Sir, to read the motion¥
L]

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you please sit down? T will explain, ¥
received notice of mn adjournment motion, but T found that the language
in which the adjournment motion was couched was such that it was
not admissible.  Yet I felt that, on un  oceasion like this, it woe
probably the desire of the House that a question® like this should bhe
discussed.  So, though the adjournment motion is not in ordeg, still T
feel the traffie disaster can he diseussed, as was done in the case of the
Bhita railway disaster, when it was brought in in the nature of o
special motion, Tt is, of course, very dififeult to get it done quickly,
but if vou will send a copy of vour motion, T will send it 1o Govern-
ment, and if Government agree to its discussion as a spuml wiotion,
I think there will not he any diffienlty. [ understand that Govern-
ment are anxions to tauke a little time hefore the Caleutta Municipal
(Amendment) Bill can be taken up. 8o, if you hand over to Sir
Nazimuddin a copy of yvour motion, he will consider whether he will
be able to give his permission or not.

-~

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASBHEMY: May I submit, Sir, that
my motion is so simple that T am sure that no member of the House,
not even Sir Nazimuddin, can take exception to it? (Laughter.)

Mr. SPEAKER: Still it would be better to have Sir Nazimuddin's
permission first.

Dr, NALINAKSHA SAMYAL: May I draw your attention, Sir, to
the fact that I, too, have sent in copies of a motion similar to that of
Mr. Hauhemy, and I think the Secretary has taken steps in the matterP
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¢ ’
Mr. SPEAKER: Let Sir Nazirpuddin have g copy of your motion,

“Mr. Hashemy, and then there will not be any difficulty.
.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: But what about my motion?

Mr. SPEAKER? That has not been brought to iny notice yet.
(After enquiring from Secretary) T understand that it has been just
received. There is still time for it. In the meanlime, we héve the
Tanks Improvement Bill to consider, and this will take some time.

GOVERNMENT BILL

The Bengal Tanks improvement Bill, 1938, as amended by the Bongal
Logiglltivo Council,

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Mr. Speaker,
8ir, I beg to move that the amendments made by the Bengal Legislative
Council te the Bengal Tanks Improvement Bill, 138, be taken into
consideration.

The motion was then put and agreed to.

Clause 2.

The Hon'ble 8ir BIJOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir, 1 beg to
move that in sub-clause (77 of clause 2 for the words “any other recog-
niged society or public body or person™ the words “‘ur any other person”
be substituted.

Sir, **any other person”™ under the General (lauses Act will include
“'recognined society or public body"". 8o, it is unnecessary to have
80 mMany expressions,

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, T have to apnose
this motion on two grounds. In the first pluce, I find that, contrary
to the usual Parliamentary practice, the Hon'ble Minister himself,
who has hiad ample opportunities in putting forward his view-point first
in this House and secondly in the Council, is still considering the
desirability of moving amendments. 1f we allow this kind of—-

May I have your ears, Sir? (The Hon'ble Mr. H. S. SuRRAWARDY ¢
You have the ears of the House.) But I must address the Speaker.

, )

Mr. SPEAKER? Please go on. I have always my ears open, both

“lor‘the right and f(:r the left. (Laughter.)
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- Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: #¥ir. it is maore a queation of order.
So, I am anxious to draw vour attbntion.

As I was saying, Sir, the Hon'l.)le the Minister in charge of the
Revenue Department, whose Bill it is, hamself has chosen to move an
amendment. Oy a previous occasion., when the Hon'ble the Minister
of Justice proposed to move an amendment to th? Official Receiver’s
Bill, ygu were plaased to observe that if did not look nice that the
Member in charge, us he had ample apportunities of examining the
provisions on two or three veeasions, should move an amending motion
of his own at that stage. He might have a short-notice amendment
moved by one of his party members.  So, if yvou want to maintain the
same Parlinmentary practice as vou did formerly, then, I think, the
Hon'ble the Mintster in charge of the Revenue Department should not
move this amendment himself. R )

Even apart from that, Sir, there is substantial difficulty in
accepting the amendment on its merity,  The original 1dea was to
entrust such improvements only to w very limited, circle of well-
recognised authorities, numely, either a Collector or a local authority,
or a co-operative society. These were the only three bodies contem-
plated in theoorig‘nml provisions, Thereafter, some members of the
Council thought that probubly it might help matters if some other
recognised society or public body could be thought of, either probably
the Muslim League or the Congress.  But there was at no stage any
contemplation of entrusting any private individual with this infportant
task, involving a little bit of indireet taxation of certain classes of
people. 1t would be opening the flood-gate of corruption, and,
probablyv, the purpose of the Bill itself would be frustrated if wuch
a wide scope were  provided. 1, therefore, submit,  Sir, that thia
amendment goes beyxond the scope of the original Bill,

Even, apart from the fact that on its merits it is objectionable,
at any rate, the Hon'ble the Minister in charge of the Revenue Depart-
ment should not move this wmendment.

With these observations, Sir, 1 would request the Hon'ble Minister
to wethdraw this amendment: otherwise, it will be my painful duty
to oppose it.

The Hon'ble 8ir BIJOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: | um worry, Nir,
that my honouraple friend Dr. Sanyal has misunderstood the amend-
ment. I am not in any wayv widening the scope of the Bill. As a
matter of fact, what 1 propose to do is this that the words “‘any other
vecognised society or public body or person”’ are quite unnecessary,
becaude the word “‘person’’® includes those, according to the General
Clauses Acts (Dr. NaviNsksHA SaNvaL: But the word “person’’
is wider.) No, it is not wider. The word “‘rewgnised" is ey
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vague,—recognised by whom? (Rai Harexpaa NirH CHAUDHURI:
* Then why not drop it?) That ik why we propose to drop the whole
thing and substitute for it ‘the words ‘‘any other person’.
(Dr. Nauinakssa Sanvan: That makes it widel) It is a mere
drafting change. (Rai HarexpRa Natn CHAUDHURI: What is your
authority for sayixg that?) Sir, I do not think that there is any
substance in the argument advanced by my fnend Dr. Sany‘al how-
ever ingeniously he might have tried to do so.

Sir, I shall just read out the definition of the word ‘‘person,”’ as
given in the General Clauses Act. That Act provides that ‘‘person’
shall include any company or association or body of individuals,
whether incorporated or not. That shows that the word ‘‘person’’—
so long as it is, there—is sufficient. (Rai ‘ HaRENDRA NaTH
Cravnnuni:  Much tgo wide!) So, it is not necessary to put in the
words ‘‘recognised, etc.”” The word ‘“‘person’’ is already there, in the
sentence ‘‘any other recognised society or public bedy or person’.
So long as the word ‘‘person’’ is there, it is superfluous to have any
other word. That is my point. T hope the honourable member will
recognise my point and withdraw his objection. .

¢

Mr. SPEAKER: So far as that point is concerned, it is not for
me to say anything.

.

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: If the Hon’ble
Minister's contention is that the word “‘person’’ was there, then the
word “‘person’’ is nol going to be substituted for all the words that
are imported into the Bill by way of Council amendment, and then
a point of order will arise under section 79(.) which says that only
those amendments can be brought forward which are ancillary to the
amendment made by the Council.  But admittedly the word ‘““person’’
was there in the original Bill.  As the word “‘person’’ is not one of
the words that have been introduced by the Council, that is. if, as he
says, the word “'person’’ was already there, then his amendment will
be hit by section 792, -

The Hon'ble 8ir BIJOY PRASAD S8INCH ROY: Sir, I will draw
your attention to section 79, sub-clause (2) of the Rules and Standing
Orders—'‘Further amendments relevant to the subject-matter of the
amendments made by the Council may be moved". That is wide enough
and that covers my amendment. I do not think that my honourable
friend intends to suggest that further amendments relevant to the
‘subject-matter of the amendments suggesied or made by the Council
cannot be moved. I, therefore, venture to submit that I.can move.my
amendment.
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'Yy 3

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Rai Chaudhyri, vou must look to the substance
of it. It is a well-known practice fhat we must always look to the
jurisprudence of a thing instead o to its technicality. The words
‘“‘any other recognised society or public body or person’’ who takes
possession of a tank would, according Yo the Hon'ble Minister, be
covered by the words ‘‘any other person’’ which arg under the General
Clatises Act substituted. So, in substance, it is exactly the same. The
only pojht is that fer this, you will againshave to go to the Council.

-

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: The words ‘‘or person”
were not inserted by the Council. Therefore, 1 submit that xo far as
the amendment is concerned, it is hit—— '

Mr. SPEAKER: How®

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: The amendment of the

Hon’ble Minister runs thus: for the worsds ‘'any other recognised
society or public body or person’ —— »

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you read cluuse 1—‘‘authorised person”’
means the Coldector, a local authority, co-operative society, any other
recognised society, or public body or person

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Yes.

Mr. SPEAKER: Now he suys that ‘‘authorised person’’ means the
Collector, a local authority, co-operative society, or any other person.
Now, supposing he had deleted the words ‘‘recognised sociely or public
body’’, would that have been in order?

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Yes.
Mr. SPEAKER: That is exactly what he wants to do now.

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: 1In the words to be
substituted, he is also including the words “‘or person’’ of the original
Bill.

Mr. SPEAKER: The real effect of his amendment is to delete the
words ‘‘recognised society or public body”. It is only a technical
matter. '

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: If so, our other conten-
tion hqlds good and his nmqndment will be much too wide in Beope.
It will not only include *‘any other society or puhlw body”’ but it will
also include “any other person’’ as well and in that view—-

?
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Mr, BPEAKER: Iu the original Bill, “‘or person’’ was there.

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: But certain other bodies
were specifically introduced by the Council’s amendment.
L]
Mr. SPEAKER: That is why he deletes this clauge and says ‘‘any
other person’’ in order to inform the Council that that covers every-
thing. . . .

. v

But the real point which Dr. Sanyal has raised I do not want to
enter into.” That is a highly controversial matter. The point raised
by him was whether it is desirable for the Legislature to say that an
améndment which has been passed in another House is outside the
scope of this House. .

Dr. NALINAKS8HA SANYAL: Sir, 1 had two aspects of my
point of order. One is whether the Hon'hle Minister who huas spon-
sored the Bill both here and, there, at this stage, should come forward
with an amendment of his own. He might avoid that technical diffi-
culty by asking one of the party members to move it. It is a question
of procedure of this House,

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sunyal, I think it is in order.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: But. Nir. whether the member in
charge of the Bill would be in order to bring in amendments, that
is a matter——

Mr. SPEAKER: I quite realise your point. While I hold that
as far as possible it is desirable that the member in charge of the
Bill should not himself bring in amendments unless it is essential,
that principle is not applicable when a Bill comes with amendments
from the other House, and 1 think it is the duty of the Hon'ble Minister
who is in charge of the Bill, to place these amendments before the
House and give the House a chance to decide whether those amendments
should be accepted or not.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: My other point was whether any
tmprovement would be done by the Hon’ble Minister proposing amend-
ments at this stage. Then this Bill will have again to be sent to the

Council.
<«

Mr, SPEAKER: That is not a vital matter.

* Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: It l:la_\‘ be so, but it is better to
leave it at that. This House applied some time over this Bill: there
.
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. » .
was a Select Commitfee: the Selegt Committee examined the propo-
sition and the Council added a fav words. So far as we find, the
words are not so very objertivnablesor do not bring in any important
new facts as to necessitate any reference to that House again. If the
Hon’ble Minister could accept this, therd might be some little drafting’
difficulty. .

My SPEAKER: I cannot say anything about that.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: DBut, Sir, vou should seriously
consider whether you will be well advised to postpone the provisions-
of this valuable Bill for one more season. .

Mr, SPEAKER: [ caunot say. .

The motion of the Hon'ble Sir Bijey Pragsad Singh Roy that in
sub-clause (/) of clause 2 for the words “‘any other recognised society
or public body or person’' the words ‘ar uny other person’’ be substi-
tuted, was then put and agreed to. .

Mr. 8PEAKE?: There is one point which 1 would like' to know
from Sir Bigoy.  What happens to the anendment which has been.
made by the Council in sub-clause (2) of section 7P

The Non'ble 8ir BIJOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: 1t is suggested
that this should be omitted. »

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you move all your motions together?

I may explain that I am anxious to hurry up because I have admit.
ted a special motion of Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy regarding the
Majdia Railway disaster. Tt ix u very important matter and I will
take that up before the Caleutta Municipul (Amendment; Bill,

Clause 7.

*JThe Hon’ble 8ir BIJOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I beg 10 move
that in sub-clause (h) of clause 5 for the words ‘‘any other recognised
society or public body or person'’ the words ‘‘or any other person’’ be
substituted.

Clause 6.

L]

The Hon'ble 8ir BIJOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I beg to move
that in sub-clause (7) of clause 6 for the words ‘‘any other recognised
society or public body or apy person’’ the words ““or any other person’”

P

be substitut::d.

The reasons are obvious,
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Clal{ae 7.

"The Hon’ble 8ir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I beg to move
that in sub-clause (2) of clause 7 the words and figure ““of section 7'’ be
omitted,

Clause 16.

The Hon’ble 8ir BIJOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: I beg to move
that for the explanation to clause (a) of sub-clause (2) of clause 16, the
following be substituted, namely : —

“‘Ezplanation.—The words “‘any person’’ referred to in clause (a)

of this sub-gection include successors in interest of {hat
person’’, - *

Just to make it clear I beg also to move that in clause (b) of sub-
clause (2) of clause 16 for the word “‘receipt’’ the word ‘‘payment’’ be
substituted.

There is a mistake—purely printing mistake, or typing mistake.

The above motions were then put and agreed to.

The Hon'bie 8ir BIJOY PRASAD 8INGH ROY: I take objection
10 the amendment No. 9 of Mr. Adwaita Kumar Maji, because it is not
trelevant according to section 79 of the Rules. 1t is a substantive
amendment that he is suggesting and is not relevant to the subject
matter of the amendment made by the Council. 1t proposes to reduce
the rate of fees from 50 to 15 per cent. That point was not touched in
the other House,

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Adwaita Kumar Maji, I think your motion is
not in order.

The question that this House agrees to the other amendments that
have been proposed by the Council was then put and agreed to. -

SPECIAL RESOULTION.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 might say that Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy has
‘given notice of a special resolution which is to the following effect : —

“That this Assembly is of opinion that the Government of India be
imm>diately moved to appoint an independent Committee of non-
«officials and officials not connected with Railway Administration to
:make. an enquiry into the conduct and responsibility of the. Railway
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Administration and Railway staff 'mmediatel_\' followipg the Mnjdid‘
"Railway Disaster with reference to the following among other allega- -
tigns and complaints: — i

(4) Delay in providing proper medital and other reliefs and their

Anadequacy. . .
-

(B), Inadequac‘v of lights at the station and the scene of accident.

(C) Failure to make arrangements for drinking water and other
necessary food articles for a large number of injured
passengers and other passengers of the trains involved in the
collision and of the other trains detained in vunsequenge for
hours in a terribly hot day.

(D) Failure t8 make necessary arrangements for the comforts and
conteniences of passengers injyred and detained,

(E) Delay in sending the injured and the dead passengers to
Caleutta and in taking prompt steps to send the detained
trains to (‘alcutta. .

() Conduet of the Railway staff following the accident.”

1 understafd tn.this motion the Hon ble Minister in charge hax given
his consent under section 102, 1 will enquire from him as aoon as he
comes. Subject fo his consent I have given my cgnsent under section
162. What I propose is that immediately after the special resolution
of Mr. Tamizuddin Khan is over, this resolution should be tdken up.
Y am irving to get it cvelostyled immediately and to give a copy to each
of the members as soon as possible.

Dr. NALINAKSHA S8ANYAL: Would you mind taking my smend-
ment also?

Mr, SPEAKER: 1 will see.

GOVERNMENT RESOLUTION

Resolution under section 103 of the Covernment of India Aot, 1938.

The Hon'ble 8ir BIJOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: With your
permission, Sir, en behalt of Mr. Tamizuddin Khan I beg to move that
this Assembly is of opinion that it is desirable that—

(1) trade and commerce within the provinee in drugs, medicines
. and biological preducts; .
(2) the production, supply and distribution of drugs, medicines

and biological products; .

14
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(8) the adulteration of drugs, §nedicines and biological products;
(4) fees in respect of the matters mentioned in clauses (1) to (3);

(5) inquiries and statistics for the purpose of the matters mentioned
in clauses (1) to (43;

(6) offences against laws with respect to the matters mentioned in
clauses (1) to (5); "

(7) jurisdiction and powers of courts with n-sf)\ect to the inatters
mentioned in clauses (1) to (6);

which are among the matters enumerated in the Provincial Legislative
List, should he regulated in this province by an Act of the Federal
Legislature. .

(Here the Hon'ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan entered the House and stoad
up to make a speech.)

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May I rise on a point of order, Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no difficulty in Mr. Tamizuddin Khan’s
speaking on the motion. Anybody else can move-it and anyone can
speak on it. Mr, Tamizuddin Khan is merely making a speech.

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: My point of order is not that, Sir.
I am j»st drawing your attention to section 103 of the Government of
India Act. Tt states that “'if it appears to the Legislatures of two or
more provinces to be desirable that any of the matters enumerated in
the Provincial Legislative List should be regulated in those provinces by
Act of the Federal Legislature, etc., then a resolution can ordinarily
follow. We must first of all have the decision of this House by way
of a resolution, that it is considered desirable to have certain matters
decided by the Federal Legislature. On the other hand, if the rights
that are lawfully {o be exercised by this legislature are to be surrender-
ed in this manner, in favour of the Central Legislature, I am afraid we
might be creating a very unfortunate precedent and we do not know
where we shall atop. [ presume that the resolution which has heen
placed before us has heen forwarded to us by some authority of the
(entral Government, so that the initiative has been taken not by the
Province but by the Centre. The Government of India Act does not
provide for a situation like that. The Act only provides for a situation
in which the initiative is taken by the province. I would like to know
first if there has been any evidence of initiative taken by this province
or any other province or provinces. So long as that is not proved, I
helieve that this resolution becomes out of order. It is a question of
order, Sir, and therefore 1 would like you to satisfy yourself whether
the initiative has come from the Central Government orcthe initiative
has been from the province.
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Mr. SPEAKER: * Dr. Sanyal, 'Ihat exactly is your point?

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL? The point is that if the resolution
has been initiated by any department.of the Central Government we
must protect our rights, and we must refuse to have a resolution of
this type adopted, but if a request had come from several different pro-
vinceg and we had been asked to co-operate with those provinces we
might probably comsider the position.

Mr. SPEAKER: l.et us hear the speech ot the Hon'ble Minister.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: We have not got anmv light thrown
on this point.

L]

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: So far as the point
raised by Dr. Sanyal is concerned, I do not think that it has got any
force whatsoever. He asks, who took the initiative. Sir, the law does
not take any notice ax to who may have inspired the initiative.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The wording of the law is there.
. .

Mr, SPEAKER: l.et him finish his speech——-.

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Admitting forethe suke
of argument that the Central (fovernment requested the Provincial Gov.
ernment to pass resolutions like this in their respective legislature that
18 not within the purview of the law at all—that is just as any indivi-
dual may induce another individual to do a particular act. When that
particular act is done that may be taken notice of (A voick: Is it a
criminal law?) by a particular tribunal or body, but who inspired the
initiative does not come within the purview of the law as far as I can
see. The honourable members will remember that this House passed an
almost similar resolution on the Hth August last.  On that occasion Dr.
Sanval did not raise any point of order and did not raise the question an
¢ who took the initiative.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Apart from that my honouruble
friend forgets that he was then in the Opposition. He does not know
the position. We did raise the question and we did get a reply from
the Hon’ble MYnister in charge that the Bill was initiated us a result
of certain move by the Government of Bombay and nther Provincial
Governments.

.

’
The Hoa'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: If my friend raised that
question then, he got also a proper reply.
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Dr. NALINAKSHA IANYAL:‘ What about this?

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I do not propose to take
up the time of the House ynnecessarily by dwelling on the history of
this public demand for drug cottrol and by going into the reasons——

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: On a point of Order, Sir. Has the
Hon'ble Minister replied to thé point of Order raised by Dr. Sanyal or
has he been proceedings with his speech?

Mr. BPEAKER: I do not think it is a point of Order. It is a
question of fact. So far as the question of fact is concerned, the
Hon'ble Minister has not replied. So far as the qyestion of law is
concerned it is for me t¢ give a decision. As the Government of India
Act stands the Fedgeral Iegislature can get jurisdiction only when it is
satisfied with the preliminary that two or more provinces have demanded
through their Legislatures control in a provincial subject by the Fede-
ral Legislature. ,So far as the jurisdiction of the Federal Legislature
over exclusively provincial subjects is concerned, it ix a preliminary
before their jurisdiction sets in. It is a sort of uniforpity of legislation
on a matter of all-India importance with a view to have a uniformity of
policy. But so far as we are concerned it is not at all essential that
other provinces should move, We can make the first move and there.
after if it is possible the Executive (overnment can request two or
three provinces or all provinces to find out as to whether they agree to
it. If there are one or more provinces, then the competency of the
Federal Legislature can come in and if other provinces do not agree
then this resolution will have no meaning. Therefore 3o far as we are
concerned nothing is needed except a resolution by the Hon'ble Minister
that in the opinion of the House such a uniformity of legislation is
desirnble.  The next matter is what Dr. Sanyal has brought in, namely.
whether the initiation has been taken at the instance of the Government
of Bengal or at the instance of the Central Government or at the
inatance of any other Provincinl Government. That is a question of
fact, and on that I do not think I am competent to say one way or the
other. Whether the Ton’ble Minister should or should not answer is a
question for you,

The Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Does it make any

difference as to who initiates?
R

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am afraid that is not for me to answer, but the
real point of Dr. Sanyal is whether it is desirable from the point of view
of Provincial Autonomy that the Government of India should take the
initMtive in matters of common interest and not a Provincial Govern-
ment. That is a question of fact. ‘
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Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL:} My point is very simple. Under *
the scheme of constitution that wef have got now provinces have beeh
made autonomous and the residuary powers remain with the provinces.

Mr. SPEAKER: Not the residuary’ powers.

Dr. NALINAKSHA S8ANYAL: ThLe Provincial List is exhuustive
and f20m the Profincial List no matter dun be taken up by the Federal
Legislature, a list which we should guurd jealously, unless this province
takes the initiative on the matter or some other provinces take the
initiative and request us to help them. That is the scheme. 1 would
like to know from the Hon'ble Minister if any cuse has been made out
locally in this prpvince or in any other province,

L]

Mr. SPEAKER: [i i for him to ankwer. o So far as Dr. Sanyal's
point is concerned, it is a question of fact amd as such when the Hon'ble
Minister delivers his speech he can rawe all the points and it is for,
the Hon hle Minister to reply but <o tar as the legality of this House 1s
concerned, 1t is irrespective ot the position whether the Government of
Bengal took the igitiative on it~ own motion or took the inmtintive at the
instance of ofhers.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: It i~ just an iwdependent resolution
ot the Government, but it has heen given iv the agenda paper as a reso-
Tution under section HES of the Government of Twdia Act, 1995,

Mr. SPEAKER: By mpliciion.

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: | do not know what
point is required to be cleared. On the tuce of it, Sir, this Govern-
ment is tuking the initiative but what instruction  this  (overnment
might have received trom another Government ar some other pmivute
person, that i~ u matter into which u memher of the Legislature s

no business to enquire.
.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: W« have pot our rights,

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Certamnly not.  Yon are
only the gum'dn.nna of the rights of this House. Whatever advice the
Bengal Government might have received does not come within the pur.
view of the members of this House. Therefore, it is not a question of
order at all: it is a question of fact. So fur as the question of fact ia
concerned, that can only etrengthen or weaken my resolution aggl if
I cannot safisfy the House about the merits of my resolution it will
fall through. Therefore, Dr. Sanyal need not be'anxious.
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Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Tt will be pagsed bv a anolgtv of
tke vote. t

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 was going to say that
I did not like to enter into the yeasons which led this House and other
Provine'.] Governments to refer this matter to the Central Government
to legislate for all-Inflia. | need only say that drug is an important
problemt and uniformity in k*;{m]d(um is very essegtial. The. only
differen ¢ between the resolution already passed by this House and the
present amended resolution is that the latter includes in its scope biolo-
gical products in addition to druge and medicines. As members ure
all aware biological products such as sera. vaccines, etc., form a very
important part of modern medicine and it is considered necessary that
thev should be sppcifically included with a view tocavoiding in the
future any possible mi»n‘pprv]m}x.sirul in the mutter. The present reso-
lution ha« accordingly béen tabled. It is practically the same as the
previous resolution except that biological products arve specifically
included involving a very slight" amendment in clauses 1, 2 and 3.

The resolution is anly formal and T commend it to the House for its
acceptance.
i
Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir. | beg to move 'i»_\- way  of
amendment that after clause 3, the following clause be  inserted,
namely : —
“3A%  Advertisement and publicity against public morals, or drugs,

medicines and biologieal products”’

Mr. Speaker, Sir, in moving this amendment [ would like to draw
your attention to the fuct that on the 21st February in the Central
Legislative Assembly the honourable Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta enquired
about the feasible ways and means to prevent the advertisement of drugs
connected with sexual affairs. In reply to that question, the Hon’ble
Sir . S, Bajpui gave un assurance to the honourable member that the
drugs and their advertisements have long been prohibited in England,
Government was fully conscious of the faet that this sort of advertise-
ment ot patent drugs have long been prohibited in England, and the
Central Government were considering the fact as to how far they could
take up the matter from the point of view of India. No, we can
understand that the Central Government have already considered the
nature of the amendment which has been raised by me to-day in this
House. It 1is, of course, o happy indication that' the Hon'ble
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan has moved a resolution like this. Tt is widely
known that there are foreign companies like the Volkart Brothers who
are nuhllﬂhmg very ugly, indecent and an('ene pictures to gell their
drugk and various other kinds of medicine in Bengal by sheer publicity

through advertisement. People purchase these things and 'waste their
<
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money.‘ The aavertise'rs spend some money, the newspapers get some
money but ultimately it becomes a ge waste from the side of the cons
sumers. I would like to draw your kind attention to the fact that three
or four vears back the Indian Journalists Association took the initiative
to prevent this sort of obscene publicity,of drugs, medicines and other
“things in Benga]. If I draw vour kind attention to one or two pieces ot
advertisements, you will realise what sort of pubMeity is going on in
connegfion with these drugs. May 1 with your permission read out
one piece of advertisement which the Indian Journalists Association
collected with a view to put a stop to this sort of ugly, obscene und
immoral publicity in Bengal. (At this stage, some of the members of
the Opposition asked him not to read out the extract.) But as my
friends are reguesting me not to read out the advertisement and as,
personally speakick, I am also unwilling to do so, I would like to desist
from doing that. Sir, T had a discussign with the Hon’ble Minister
when I pointed out the nature of such advertisements which he fully
appreciated, and he has told me that in view of several other official
aftairs, he is not ready with all the stafistics to make the amendment
all on a sudden. Now, in view of all these things T would like to suggest
that the pernicious activities of foreign companies like the Volkart
Brothers and gf infligenous companies und of many astrologers in Bengal
should have drawn the attention of the Government of Bengal long ago.
What the Indian Journalists Association has been doing was not very
eftective, that Association being a non-official bodyv*but Government can
do it quite easily

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. (shose, T may tell you that we are not discussing
whether the thing is good or bad, but the question we are now discussing
is whether this subject should go from the Provineial List to the Federal
List.  Therefore such things as astrologers are beyond our scope.

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: But, Sir, the wording of my
amendment is as follows : —** Advertisement and publicity agninst public
morals, of drugs. medicines and biological produets™.  You can very
well understand that 1t is in connection with these things 1 have got to
ref:r to—

Mr. SPEAKER: Admitting the whole of your statement to be correct,
I want to draw your attention to the fact that the discussion centres
round the point as to whether we should not legislate on this matter.

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: I submit, Sir, that in view of the
situation in the country and in view of the pernicious activities of
some foreign chemical companies, it is now high time that Government
should take such steps as theyv think necessary to prevent them.

Wlth these words, Sir. { commend my motion to the acceptance of
the House. *
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Br. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I do not Enow if
] should support the motion. I ha{'e every symphthy with the Hon'ble
Minister for moving this resolution, but I have some difficulty which I
want to be cleared up. That is why I rise to say a few words. The
province, as I have already indicated, should jealously guard its rights
and the wording of the resolution, as it stands, makes me feel doubtful .
whether all our rights would be properly safeguarded. In the fimst
clanse, the Hon’ble Minister mentions trade and commerce within the
province in drugs, medicines and biological products. The “whole
sphere of trade and commerce should be handed over to the Federal
Legislature for legislation. That probably includes provincial exrise
on drags and sales tax also,

Mr. SPEAKER: | dp not think so, ¢

.

Dr. NALINAKSHA S8ANYAL: T.ct us hnow thai definitely; other-
wise the provinee will not probably like such rights as the province
would reasonably expect to exercise in course of time on the sales of
costly drugs or “ashabs™ or things like that that would reach the
people at a very high price.  We might eventually like to tax them und
earn some money, If trade and commerce as a whele is Ianded over to
the Central Government, probably we will he deprived from ruising such
taxes, In the secopd place, Siv, our experience in regard to  these
drugs has been rather unfortunate. We had some time ago a Drugs
Enquiry* Committee. and for a certain number of vears now in the
School of  Tropieal Medicine some  rvesearches are going on into  the
Indian drugs.  There have been some appointments in that connection.
The Director of the Tropical School who happens to be a person not of
this provinee—

Mr. S8PEAKER: T am afraid you should not refer to any particnlar
person,

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Nir, | want to be perfectly sure it in
course of such legislation things will not be done which might similacly
Jeopardise the interests of the sons of this provinee. It is quite possible
that if we had in this proviuee legislation by which we might set up a
Committee to control and regularise drugs, we will have some Bengalees
appointed for the johs and the Committee will be mostly composed of
the sons of this province. If, as ix proposed, legislatien in connection
with the drugs is entrusted to the Central (Jovernment, as has been the
case with the School of Tropical Medicine Drugs Research Committee,
we will have no Bengalee, even if he has got the best of qualifications,
appsinted to these Committees or any proposed Committee that might
be entrusted with the contrel of drugs in this province.' I would,
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therefo‘-e, like the Hqu’ble Minister to make sure, when he it giving ¢
this power to the Central Legislatury, that he has made ample provision
to conserve those interests which have not in the past been properly
safeguarded.

. Mr. SANTO8H KUMAR BASU: Mr. Speakep, Sir, before the
Hon’ble Minister replies I may just say a few words because the higgest
industry in drugs®situated in Caleutta i¢ within my consiituency, and
I have got a certain mandate from them with regurd to this matter.

At the outset, I join issue with the Hon'ble Minister when he says
that it is not open to this House to enquire as to the source from which
he received the inspiration in the matter of bringing forward this
resolution before ethe Houxe, This House is certainly entitled, ax
Dr. Sanyal made it clear, to know whether the inspiration came from
the Government of India or from any other ofitside source, because it
may vitally affect the decision of this House with regard to this matter,
If we are told that the inspiration and tht inducement, or the initiative,
has come from outside, we shall look upon this resolution in a particular
manner. If, on the other hand, we find that it is a provineial necessity
which has actuated the Government of Bengal, then certuinly we shall
look upon it from a different angle of vision. Therefore, Sir, T do not
at all agree with the Hon'ble Minister when he says that it is not the
concern of this House to enquire as to which is the authority, or the
source from which the inspiration came and by whom the initiafive was
taken.

Apart from that, Sir, 1 think this House will be well advised to aceept
this resolution, as it stands, after the necessary explanation is given by
the Hon'ble Minister on the point raised by my friend Dr. Sanyal. |
think, Sir. that so far as drugs are concerned, particularly the manu-
facture of drugs for which Bengal has certainly acquired a great lead
over the other provinees, one of the biggest manufacturing concerns
being situated in  Bengal, I am  referring to the Bengal Chemical
& Pharmaceutical Works, it is necessary thut the regulation of trade
and commerce and all other mutters which are mentioned in this resolu-
tion should be directly controlled by one central agency ; otherwise, there
might be considerable risk of our produects being crowded out from the
other provinees by prohibitive taxes or dutiex or by cheap and spurious
drugs. which ought not to be allowed. It is also necessary, in order to
carry on our competition in an effective and efficient manner against
foreign drugs, that the Central Legislature ought to undertake legisla-
tion so as to put up a fight against other competitors, such as from
Germany, Italy, America or Fongland. It is, therefore, necessary that
such a move should be initi&"ed by the proviace in order that legislation
on an all-India basis can be undertaken, and Indian drugs and Indian:
industrial products may put up a combined and organised fizht against
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. foreign competition. It is particularly necessary;inasm{lch as tl"e drug
trade and the drug industry in thi{ province are making rapid strides.
1 would, therefore, welcome the mqve, and I hope, Sir, that this move
is a bona fide move on the part of the (Government of Bengal, without
being inspired, or actuated from auny other source.

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Mr. Speaker Sir, I want
ito speak a few wards. ‘ . %

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Khuitan wants to speak first. Mr. Khaitan.

Mr. DEB] PROSAD KHAITAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, [ would not
‘bave risen to take part in this discussion, had it not heen for the amend-
ment which has heen moved hy my friend Mr. Atul Krishna (those.

I venture to submit, blr, that this amendment must have been moved
runder a great misconception of the situation that would arise as a result
«of this resolution. The resolution, which has been moved by the Hon’ble
Minister, has been moved ar a result of several vears of efforts carried
on by manufacturers of drugs, medicines, etc., so that uniform laws may
prevail in the different provinces and so that they rhay got meet with
any difficulties for the sale of their products in other provinces
{Dr. NaniNaksua Saxvar: No. no. Mr. Khaitan, vou are under a
misapprehension. Tt ix  a  definite  law) T do  not think
T am, « because this  is  just  what the resolution provides.
(Dr. Navinaksna Sanvar: Please look at the terms.y If Dr. Sanyal
wants further elucidation of the problem, T might remind him that
different duties have been imposed——

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: It i~ not a picee of legislation, but it
velates to contro] of drugs. T have already had the ruling of the
"‘Speaker on this matter.

Mr. DEB] PROSAD KHAITAN: A I read the resolution, I find
that it concerns not only spurious drugs throughout the country, but
.also covers the question of uniform duties in all the provinces taken
Htogether.

Mr. k. A, CLARK: On a point of order, Sir.  TIa it permissible for
two members to make speeches at one and the same tine* (Laughter.)

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. I already
put a question to you, and yvou nodded indicpting the opinion that excise
-dufles and sales taxes do not come under the (ontemplatmn of this
resolution. Am I right in understanding that that is vour ruling?
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Mr, ‘PEAKE'R. 1 (‘m only say t'kat, so far as Article 27 of List I1
is concerned, it says ‘trade and connferce’’, and so far as excise things
are voncerned. they come later, duty,on excise, Article 40. Lastly, so
far as fees are concerned, it comes under Article 34, Now if the inter-
pretation which 1 hold is correct. viz., that the three definite {erms are
all for three dgfinite purposes, then trade and commerce within a
province do nut come within the competency of the Federal Tegisla-
ture under Article 40, though *‘fees’” come under Article b4, But in
any case, even it is so, the Provincial Tegislature has the power to
repeal an Act of the Federal Legislature under section 102 of the
Government of Tndia Act, 1935, So, there is no difficulty,

Mr. DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN: Whutever may he the interpreta-
tion about excise duty, whether it comes within the scope of this resolu-
tion or not, there is anvther very important partof the problem which,
perhaps, would come within the scope of this resolution, namely, the
different analyses of the different producte that have been preseribed in
the different provinces. It is the different analyses, that have heen so
prescribed, that cause the largest amount of trouble in the way of drugs
to be manufactured in one provinee and transported to another for the
purpose of sale’

Now, Sir, thi~ amendment, which has been moved by my friend
Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose, secks  to give the right about legislation
against undesirable and indecent advertisements and publicity alsp to the
Central Government.,  That will be the effect if this amendment is
aceepted by this House. T do not see any reason, Sir, why Bengal
should give up the right to legislate in favour of the Central Govern-
ment.  If the Bombay Government want to  legislute ugainst such
advertisements and publicity, they, too, are expected to give nup that
right to the Central Government. (Dr. Narinaksita Sanvarn:  Faor
uniformity.) Why need there be any uniformity* T am reminded by
the very existence of this that we do not want indecont advertisements
and publicity to bhe permitted in this provinee. Supposing Bombay,
Madras, Bihar, and the United Provinces Governments have no objec-
tions to indecent advertisements and publicity, and they go up to the
Central Government and submit that legislation should not be passed
against indecent advertiscments, it is for the House to determine as to
whether they would give up this right in fagpur of the Central Legis-
lature or not. All that I am submitting, Sir, is that each provinee
should continues to keep with itself the right to legislate aguinst
undesirable forms of advertisement and publicitv and, therefore, the
amendment should be thrown out.

' *
Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I had no mind®to
take part in fthis debate but T am doing #o0 now only to clear up rome
[ ]
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s possible misunderstanding as regayds the mesndg of some parts of the
«resolution, as for instance, part on‘ of the resolution which proposes to
confer on the Federal Legislature the power to regulate ‘‘trade and
commerce within the province in drugs, medicines and biological pro-
ducts’’. I cannot understand*or rather grasp fully what is exactly the
idea of the Hon’ble Minister in proposing to confer tkis power on the
Central Government. Does he mean that the Central (mvernment would
have the power to regulate inter-provincial trade and*commerce on these
subjects or does he mean that the Central Government will also regulate
the trade and commeree in drugs, medicines and biological products even
within our province itself 7 1f the latter be his meaning, as it is almnst
apparent from the terms of the resolution, then I must say that I am
afraid he is going to confer larger powers on the Central Government
than are necessary in the interests of regulation of inter-provineial trade
and commerce or of secyring wniformity in these matters. Whether such
large powers should be conferred on the (‘entral Government or not, it is,
of course, for us to consider corefully at this stage, and I would request
the Hon’ble Mipister to take this suggestion into his serious considera-
tion, namely, whether it will not be better to so umend the first part
of the resolution, as to confer powers of regulating inter-provincial trade
and commerce and not trade and commerce within the province in drugs,
medicines and hiological products

Mr. SPEAKER: Yo have no jurisdiction,

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Let me submit, Sir, how
in my humble opinion a resolution in such terms is permissible.  We are
going to confer certain powers on the Central Government and we ure
going also to indicate the lines on which such powers ure proposed to
be conferred and intended to be exercised. What is there to prevent us
from indieating that the regulation <hould be on such und such lines?
It is quite within our powers I submit to indicate to the (entral Govern-
ment that on such uand such lives legi<lation should he undertaken—at
least that is my idea.

.
Mr. SPEAKER: Do yon want “province’ to he made into
‘‘provinces’’ ?

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Yes, but to be more ex-
plicit, I suggest “'inter-provincial trade and commerce vinstead of “trade
and commerce within the province’ in these matters.

Dr. SUﬁElH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, W wo@g «
rolwes wrfi or e ) a35T FuT ATy obT vt fofx g e wem
refiermn, rawe BT wefs (x woos FTaqEr SRR TROM XT BWITH, BTN M
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The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: My honourable friend,
Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu, has again raised the question of initiative.
Sir, when that question was raised in connection, with a point of order,
I took up the stand that that does not actually arise in connection with
a point of order, but actually I have no abjection to take the House into
confidence as to wherefrom this initiative came. I can say for the edi-
fication of the House that it was the Provincial Governments that took
the initiative in the matter. Not ondy this (Jovernment, but all the other
Governments took up the matter, and a resolution was passed previously
—almost a simjlar fesolution—but it was the Government of Assam that
pointed out that biological products were not included within the scope
of the resolution and probably that wus a lacuna and when the Central
Government received a communication from the Government of Assam,
in that respect they asked all the Provincial Governments whetlar they
would include biological products also within the purview of the resolu-
tion, and that is how this resolution has now come in thisx wmended form
before this House.

As regards the amendment moved by my friend Mr. Atul Krishua
Ghose, I have full sympathy with the object of the amendment. T agree
with him that advertisements of this nature have hecome a positive
nuisance now-a-day~. and any atrempt to eurtail or regulate such adver-
tisements must be a laudable one.  But there are certain difficulties in the
wav. First of all, T think that it is not within the purview of drug con-
trol at all. This is witogether u different subject, because such adver.
tisefients are made not only in connection with drugs and biological
products, but also in connection with other things such as talismans.
Therefore, if legislation is made with regard to biological products, that
will not, in itself, prevent similar advertisements in respect of other
things like talismans. 1, therefore, think thut it is a different matter
and does not com® within the purview of this resolution. Again there is
another thing. So far as these advertisements are concerned, I think
no other Provincial (fovernment is going to ask the (entral (fovernment
to legislate. If the Goverrgnent of Bengal only ask the Central Ggv-
ernment to legislate about these advertisements, on that alone the
Central Goverhment will not be in a position to go in for legislation.

»
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There is also still another difficulty. We are Lurrendering our rights
about legislation regarding drug ‘control for obvious reasons. But so
far us controlling advertisements i concerned, I do not think we should
surrender our rights at all. We can legislate within the province and
there is no reason why we should bring in that matter at all within the
purview of this resslution. 1. therefore, think that, ifi this view of the
matter, my friend will be pleased to withdraw his amendment. If I sm
s0 advised, I can write to the (entral Government whether this %an also
be taken up. But a< I have already said, obviously the Central Govern-
ment will not be in a position to legislate without similar requests being
made by other Provinecial Governments also. However, T shall further
consider this matter and if it is found to be advicable to write to the
(‘entral Government, I shall certuinly do so. o

Then, Sir, as regarda thepoint raised by Dr. Sanyal, you, Sir, have
pointed out that «ales of drugs und excise duties come under certain
other head, and I ugree with vou that simply by giving the (entral
(Government power to leg)u]ate regarding trade and commerce. we are
not giving away our powers ahout sales of drugs or excise duties at all.
As regards the point raised by Mr. Chaudburi, I would like to say
that the words “‘within the province are necessary for this reason that
we cannot say anything ubout the areas outside our own province. That
is the reason why these words have been placed there. I do not think
that simply hecause these words are there we are giving wider power to
the Ceatral Government than we would have otherwise done.

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Are jou not divesting
yourself of your power to legisiate? Once you divest yourself of the
power, you cannot legislate

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, the Provincial Legislature can do that under
section 103,

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will that he proper”

Mr. SPEAKER: Ye-; it will he perfectly legal.

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 hope that this resolu-

tion will be accepted by the House.

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Iu view of the dssurance given by
the Hon'ble Minister that he will look into the matter and try to accom-
modate 11 and. if necessary, write to the Central (Government, I wish

te withdraw my amendment. ¢
The amendment of Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose was then, by leave of the
House, withdrawn.
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(1) trade and commerce within the province in drugs, medicines and
biological products; v

(2) the preduction, supply and distribution of,drugs, medicines and’
biological products;

- L] »,
(3) the adulteration of drugs, medicines and biological products;
{4) fees in respect ot the matters mentioned in clauses (1) to (8);

(31 inquiries und statistics for the purpose of the matters mentioned

in clauses.(1) to (4); *
(61 offences pgainst Jaws with vespect to the matters mentioned in
clauses (1) to (5); ’

L]
(71 jurisdietion and powers ot courts with respeet to the matters
mentioned in clauses (11 to (61

which are among the matters enumerated in the Provincial Legislative
List, should be regulated 1 this province by an Act of the Federal
Legislature, was shen put and agreed to.

[

GOVERNMENT BILL

The Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1839, .

Mr. SPEAKER: [ understand that there is a slight difficulty in the
Calcutta Municipal Amendment Bill heing taken up immediately and,
a8 I have said, with the concurrence of the Hon'ble Minister T have
admitted the motion ot Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Who is the Minister who has given

his consent?

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon'bhle Malarajs Srischandra Nandy, of

Cossimbazar.

"Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: You previously said Hon'ble Sir

Nazimuddin.
Mr. SPEAKER: Because he was my channel of communication.

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: In view of what has just fallen
from you, viz.. the slight difficulty in taking the Municipal Bill at the
present moment, may | know what is the difficulty ¥

° [
[

Mr. SPBAKER: 1 do not know. 1 hope there will be an amicable-
adjustment of certain matters.
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Dr. NALINAKSHA OANYAI.:'[‘ Amicably bl whom ?

L8
Mr. SPEAKER: 1t i~ better that the Speaker should bhe kept out of
such controversy. '

L]
Dr. NALINAKSBHA SANYAL: Isita fact that an Hon’ble Minister
bas resigned P . .

Mr. SPEAKER: I have no information one way or the other. On
the other hand, I got message that Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal has resigned.
(Laughter.)

.
¢

Mr. A. M. A, ZAMAN: Sir. R TT 5T, WHR TS
i swenes feary AW AR SEaTrd @R OTIN FTEMF OUTAT  press
AR (@ nfTER (BT AT ATt @A Wb W (MY TR S
fomly|  EPAR STV ITOY COOnT oTwR Cumemecta s e $f5 feer

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do not know. All I can sa) ‘v that in case the
Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill is not taken up to-day, it is most
unlikely that it will be taken up to-morrow. Tt will be taken up on the
1st May.

10

SPECIAL MDTION.
Committee of Enquiry about Majdia Railway Disaster.

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: 1 beg to move that this
Assembly is of opinion that the Government of India be immediately
moved to appoint an independent Committee of non-officials and officials
not connected with Railway Administration 1o make an enquiry into the
conduct and responsibility of the Railway Administration and Railway
staff immediately following the Majdia Railway disaster with reference
to the following among other allegations and complaints :—

() Delay in providing proper medical and other reliefs and their
inadequacy.

(#) Inadequacy of lights at the station and the scene of accident.

() Failure to make arrangementa for drinking water and other
necessary food articles for a large number of injured passen-

. gers and other passengers of thestrains involved in the colli-

sion and of the other trains detained in consequence for hours
in a terribly hot day.
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(D) Failure to m_‘ke necessary errangements for the comforts and 2
conveniences of passengets injured and detained. ?
?
(£) Delay in sending the injured and the dead passengers to
Calcutta and in taking prontpt steps to send the detained
traing to Calcutta. .

(#) Conduct “of .the Railway staff following the accident.

I claim to have a rational mind. (A voice: Do vou?) 1 do. 1
take accidents to be accidents, but in this particular railway aceident
I cannot persuade myself to accept this as a mere accident. Sir, we
have not yet lLeen able to forget that Dacea Mul] disaster at Halsa
a few vears back. It is still fresh in oug mind, also the Bihta railway
disaster. Rawalpindi Mail disaster and other rallway disasters. To-day
or to-morrow we will manage to forget these past accidents, but, Sir,
it will be difficult, or rather impossible for us to forget this particular
accident. The reason is obvious, This disaster has *taken away two
from amongst us, two members of this House. Thix hax amply demon-
strated the utler Jack of efticiency of the railway administration in this
province. The points I have asked in my resolution to enquire into
are very simple.  The first point is “*delay in providing proper medical
and other reliefs und their inadequacy . .

With regard to medical relief that has heen given, the less said the
better it ix. One incident will sutliciently prove the inadequuey or
rather hopeless inadeyuacy with regard to medical relief. Sir, the
Hon'ble the Minister in charge of the Public Health i« here. | had been
to the Medical College Hospital, Emergency Department, to see our
friend late Mr, Munoranjan Bannerjee. [ waxs told that the Hon'ble the
Minister in charge of the Public Health went there a few minutes before
me along with the Hon'ble the Home Minister. May I ask the Hon'ble
Minister who is sitting before me **was that a place for any (not to sapeak
of a member of the Legislature) injured person”’ ¥ 1 saw with my own
eyes that the seat that was arranged for the late Babu Manoranjan
Bannerji cannot be g seat for any patient. There was not an inch of
space between the seat of Babu Manoranjan Bannerji and the other
patient’s seat. That patient was not a victim of the disaster. The next
seat was occupied by another patient who was also not a vietim of the
railway accident. 1 was told that it war Kmergency Ward. When
1 remonstrated I was told that as there was no place, he was put in there.
On further enquiry 1 came to understand that no attempt was ever made
to remove him to a comfowable place. There was no fan at all. The
late Mr. Maporanjun Bannerji, 8 member of this House, was put in the

. Emergency Ward.
15
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When I came to Sealdah Btation where 1 xbcelved this news—-ct
sbout 11 or 12, I don’t remember exhctly the time—the railway authori-
ties were very busy in sending a large number of constables to Majdia.
The relations, friends and others who were anxious to see the victims
of the disaster at Majdia were ‘not allowed to go by the first available
train. Why this large number of constables was sent I eould not under- '
stand at the time. Later on it was explained to me the part whn-h the
police would play there. ¢ . ‘o

With regard to the inadequacy of lights at the station and the scene
of accident, it is a matter which could really be better imagined than
described. I was not present then. Some members of this House who
were there explained the position, the position of horror and terror of
darkness after the accident. «

With regard to failure to njake arrangements for drinking water and
other necessary food arficles for a large number of injured passengers
and other passengers of the trains involved in the collision and of other
trains detuined in consequence, I need only say that there was no want
of food or drinking water so far as the Hon'ble Ministers were concerned.
They had ample drinking water, ample tood and ample comfort there,
but there were no arrangements for any drinkinge water or other
arrangements for food for other passengers. -

Sir, the Ministers who had been there were coming back to (alcutta
by the Serajgunj puksenger. They stopped at Darsana; some at
Jayrampur. They had motors at their disposal, they had ample food
and drinks at their disposal, and some of them availed themselves of the
first relief train to come back to (‘alcutta. But, Nir, there were other
passengers some of whom might possibly be here and they will explain
the position. I am told they suffered very much for want of food and
drinking water. That is a clear case of negligence on the part of the
Railway authorities.

With regard to failure to make necessary arrangements for the
comforts and conveniences of passengers injured and detained and delay
in sending the injured and the dead passengers to Calcutta and in taking
prompt steps to send the detained trains to Calcutta, I can only say that
you all remember that the dead body of our friend the kate Mr. Birendra
Nath Mazumdar came to Caleutia at about 1-35 a.m. the next day.
Sir, does it require any more explanation? Does it require any more
speech than what 1 have already said? The dead body of our friend
came to Calcutta after, sav. 23 or 24 hours. Is it not due to utter
lack of facilities with regard to railway transport in Béngal? Many of
us were waiting at the Sealdah Station anxiously to see the dead body
which we were told would come at 5-30 p.m. Then we were fold that
it would be coming at 7-30 or 8-30 p.m. I am told, on the other hand,
that the dead body of a Guard came to Calcutta by the Agsam Mail at
5 p.m. in the evening. Sir, why this invidious distinction between oue

1
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dead passenger and Lnother? Th® dead body of a member of this *
House was brought late at 2 a.m.," whereas the dead body of a Gua
was brought during the day. *

With regard to the conduct of the Bailway staff, my friend Maulvi
. Gyasuddin Chowdhury, who is here, would be able to give a better
description. He gave us to undersiand that he “was a passenger and
he had, himself segn the scene of occurrgnce at Majdia. 1 am sure he
will rfse in his seat dnd give a detailed description of the treatment that
was accorded there by the Railway asuthorities.

I am now told that the local Congress Committee took steps to give
food and milk to some members of the House. 1 am also told thit had
it not been for this help, their sufferings would have been much greater
when they were ‘letained at Majdia. Sir, a «Committee should be
appoinied by the Government of Indiu®to enguire into these things.
I am sure that this is a matter in which the Government of Bengal or
this House cunnot take the initiative., As regards the personnel of
the Committee, Nir, I wunt to make this observation thpt if a Committee
is appointed by the (Government of India 50 per cent of the members
of that Committee should be from the members of the l.egislature in
this province yund particulurly those who hud been on the scene, barring
the Ministers who were there by accident. Sir, ] have heard com-
plaints, and I have also heard from members of fhis House, that the
Ministers Jdid not take any steps which they ought to have taken in
those circumstances. Some were busy in giving photographk to the
cameramen and some were busy in visiting places of some mill-
owners and taking tea with some friends and others were busy at other
places. Sir, 1 would request the members of this House to hear the
details from Al-Hadj tivasuddin Chowdhury. I would request him to
give a vivid description of what he saw and experienced during the
disaster that happened there. Wiili these words, T commend my
resolution to the acceptance of the House.

(The House was then adjourned for 2 minutes.)

After Adjournment.

Dr. NALINAKSHA S8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to move the
amendment that after the words ‘‘to make an enquiry into’’, the
following be added, pamely, '‘the circumstances connected with the
recent railway disaster at Majdia, and’’.

The purpose of this amendment is to make the resolution compre-
hensive and to permit the Committee of Enquiry to investigate into all
questions connected with #he disaster. My friend, Mr. Hashemy,ohas
bad some specific points to be drawn attention to, points relating to
some .matters following the Majdia railway disagter. I felt that in

P
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addition to such points it was neeessary to hate sonie investigation
futo the causes or circumstances thit have led to the disaster and also,
if possible, to entrust the Committee to find out how best to safeguard
against a repetition of such disasters. It is only with that end in
view that I move my amendmedt, and I trust my friend, Mr. Hashemy,
will have absolutely vo objection to accepting the same. . It is not with- -
out some amount of melancholy feeling that one speaks on a resolution
of this character, and I am absolutely sure that .every section’of the
House would be unanimous in demanding that proper enquiries should
be made into a disaster of this characier which led not merely to the
loss of two valuable lives of members of this Tegislature, but also of
many more invaluable lives of unknown and not sufficiently rich men.
I submit that an investigation ought to have been  started by the
Government of Indin straightaway. Four days have elapsed and yet,
so far as we learn from the ‘newspaper reports, we do not find any
serious attempt at starting an enquiry of a comprehensive character. I
understund that a small local enquiry has been or is being conducted
by the District Magistrute and the local Railway officials with a view
to find out the results of the accident and as required under the Indian
Railways Act of 1800 to report on the accident. 1 ylso noticed in the
newspapers that one comparatively junior raillway polive officer has
heen asked to make a report on the uecident.  While these local investi-
gations by certaix  comparatively inexperienced and local Railway
officinls may be necessary. 1 claim that a disaster of this character
demands a more comprehensive and expert investigation. 1, therefore,
had in my mind a motion in which I would have suggested that in the
Committee to be appointed, there should be u High Court Judge who
might be in a position fo sift the evidence presenied thoroughly and to
find out exuetly where the defects did lie; also o Railway expert who,
while not being a Railway servint, might be in a position to give
his unlinsed opinion as to the character of the Railway disaster and
the possibilities of guarding against the same. T was prompted to
draft that resolution because, while in Kurope, 1 had occasion to study
some of the Railway technical matiers connected with disasters of big
consequences, and I am glad o be able to say that T found that arising
out of similar disasters some of the most useful inverftions in Railway
gignulling have been found. There should be no time wasted to find
out if there is any scope for improving the signalling arrangements on
the Eastern Bengal Railway to muke it fool-proof add to make it
impossible for the human element to forget itself for the time being
and lead to serious disasters of this character. I remember, Sir, while
in England; I saw at Acton a railway station near London, an experi-
ment going on to get a train pulled up by the driver if he passes a
sigual in danger by drawisg his attention”to the signal having beén
in danger through an automatic alarm. There was a provision for
_ placing a raised latch on which. if the signal was in danger, a metal
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part (’ the engine wlmld touch angl there would be an automatic bell ,
* ringing just near the driver's’ ears. I saw in Germany another experj-
ment going on by which it was prpvided that automatically an engine
passing a signal in danger would be pulled up by a system known as
optical train control. Thereby it was arranged that if an engine passed
* a signal in dagger, a ray of light falling from the side of the engine
®ould get reflecied from a position of a mirror on The signul and thereby
an elgétric curre® would be generated which would pull up the engine
if il was passing a sigual in danger. Such experiments have also been
going on in other parts of the world, but [ do not know why in India,
in this unfortunate land of ours. the railway administration should be
8o conservative asx to leave things as they are, seeking explarations
from the theory of sahotage ov of mistakes of the human factor. 1
claim that the  Government of India shogld he moved {0 make a
thorough investigation into all circumstancey, connecied with this
disaster and particularly to see that in future such disasters may be
prevented.  So far as the complaints drgwn attention to hy my exteemed
friend Mr. Hushomy are concerned, 1 can only sympathise with him,
and while supporiing his elnim to have an iuvestigation into all these
complaints, 1T would only add that ~o long as  the efficiency  of the
Railway stafy and of the Administrative ~taff is not improved generally,
yuick decision and prompi wetion are not likely to be the order of the
day, and therefore we must have w go deeper ta ee if there ix any
scope for improving the character of the Railw: |\ mwen generally and
of our executive ofticers in particular .

Here, in this case, we were informed thai the first relief train could
arrive af this place, namely, Majdia, about four hours after the disaster
took place  (Cries of ‘‘“Shume. shame’ from (ongress benches,) 1
know, Sir, that the Railway authorities in the Eastern Bengal Railway
maintain a break-down staff, and an emergency staff is supposed to be
always in readinesg for any emergency of this character, and yet T do
not undersinnd why it took such a long time io reach the place of
disaster. It hus also heen reported to us that some of the trains which
were due to arrive there and pass the station were not detnined there
safficiently long to enable first aid to be given av well as to enable such
passengers who were left behind to be taken in them. The Hon'ble
the Chief Minister did pass the station quite a number of hours later,
and T undergtood from him direct that he had to specially ask the
railway guard to stop the train at Majdia in order to enable him to see
the condition of the injured passengers. (Mr. Anpui, Wanan KHaN:
That also in writing.; I am told by my friend that the Hon’ble the
Chief Minister had to do that in writing ax if he had to give an explana-
tion . for asking the Rallwav people to get an ordinary thing done.
There must be, Sir, smmethmg terribly wrong in the whole Raflway
administraflon under the circumstances. T know, Sir, that this House
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« is pot the proper place where I cap raise questit*ns on ‘the deﬁc{:encies
¢f the Railway administration. That is why I shall not state things -
which might be declared out of ogder. I have watched the Speaker
wake up suddenly. (Laughter.)

t

Mr. SPEAKER: 7 am always wide awake when yoh are speaking.
(Laughter.)

« .t e

Dr. NALINAKS8HA S8ANYAL: I submit, Sir. that the public in
Bengal have been greatly agitated over the accident. We have first
hand ‘reports from hopourable members of this House as well as from
respectable members of the public who had definitely stated that the
number of the dead and.the injured had heen far in excess of what was
reported in the papers by the failway administration.

Sir, I am not trying to cast any reflection on the Railway authorities
at this stage, but I submit that an investigation—a proper and inde-
pendent investigation—should be made to ascertain the real truth of
the affair. We were informed that even the late lumented
Mr. Manoranjan Bannerjee, when he was  wounded, was himself
mightily afraid that over and above the injury <ome other’injury might
be inflicted on him by the Railway men to put an end to his life, so
that he might be taken away. and his body might be safely spirited
away somewhere. There is general helief that such things have taken
place in‘the pust. 1 do not know if it still continues to take place, and
I cannot easily make myselt believe that there are uny human beings
or any persons an the fuce ot the earth who for their jobs would do
guch atrocious acts, and yet the public of Bengal have had such un-
fortunate feelings. Those entrusted with the investigation of this
affair must sift the evidence properly and set ut rest all speculations
about it. We have seen photos of gruesome chargcters—the head of
a person who died in the disuster and the body could not be discovered
yet. There must have been something done with the body; either the
body must have been burnt into the fire that ensued or the body must
have been removed to some unknown destination by some unknorwn
persou. Investigation should be made into all’ these. (Babu
Narenbia Navavan Cnakramagry : There was unother body without the
head.) My friend Mr. Chakrabarty tells me that another body was
discovered which had no head, but certainly this head which was dis-
covered did not fit in with that body. ’

There have also been complaints about the Railway staff being
indifferent to the immediate requirements of first aid, and it was to
the public of Majdia. and particularly to the Congressmen and young
mert' of that locality that credit for rendering whatever first aid could
be given was due. 1 would like to know to what extent'the Railway

1
I
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-peopld were really i‘scapsble of affering services, because they weres
* short of funds or short of resources or short of men, and whether there
were other reasons for this callougness.

Sir, we are told by responsible members of this House that all
_ telegraphic connections were stopped. *

« (At this stige the member reached the timedimit but was allowed
to ﬁmsh his speegh.)

I onl) require, Sir, that there should be a thorough investigation,
and that is why, while supporting the motion of Mr. Hashemy. I have
brought thix short amendment of a comprehensive charucter.

.

Mr. SASANKA S8EKHAR SANYAL: May | move my amendment,
Sir¥ ]

Mr. SPEAKER: No. it i~ nol necessary

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sirt- —

Mr, SPEAKER: 1 might <y at this stage that we are not sitting
to-morrow as previonsly announced and that we shall meet on the 1st
of May next to consider the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill and
after that the Bengal Money-lenders Bill, *

L

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Are we 0 understand, Sir, that
the present programme of tauking up the Money-lenders Bill on the Ist
of‘ May is changed ® i

Mr. SPEAKER: [ am afraid there cannot be any other conclusion !
(Laughter.) ~

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: [ submit, Sir, that not many words
are needed to commend this motion to the acceptance of the House.
Yaqu are aware, Sir, that [ also gave notice of a motion which was
framed on these'lines. My motion wanted that s Committee should be
set up to inquire into the causes of the disaster and also to ascertain the
extent of the loss sustained by the passengers and the publc.

You, Sir, have been pleased to rule that as the last portion of my
motion which relates to the extent of loss and damage that have been
caused by this terrible disaster, does not fall within the purview of the
motion that has been proposed by my friend Mr. Syed Jalaluddin
Hashemy, it should be (unmdered as an independent motion.

Sir, the accident took pla(e on that fateful night when alf the
passengers wore reposing in the land of dreams, and which caused the
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. m‘ost terrible havoe, A very largesnumber of m¥n hav’e been declared

dead and a larger number are lying in different hospitals. A large’
number of families have been rendered desolate by the death of their
only earning members. Onr feelings are very high on this occasion as
we also in this House have lost two of our most valued friends. So we
owe to ourselves and to those who have suffered by this disaster to make -
an attempt to find out the cause of the disaster and to see that such
disasters may not recur. Abowt the proposed enquiry? as I have already
submitted in my motion, it should consist of experts and non-officials as
there have been serious allegations against the Railway administration
in the press as well as in this House. There are persons who are still
reported to be missing.  In to-day’s “Basumati,”’ 1 find, a correspondent
hias stated that two of his relatives had been travelling by that train—
one was found injured ;and the other could not be traced in spite of
several reminders by the relations of the missing person.  Very serious
doubis have been roused which are not expected to be allayed without
an impartial enquiry. It is, therefore, necessary that a Committee of
Enquiry consisting of persons who may command the confidence of the
public should be' set. up. There are so muny different versions appor-
tioning blames amongst the driver of the Dacea Mail, the Station
Master, the Pointsman and others. Therefore, unléss gn absolutely
impartial Committee sifts evidence and materials placed before them
and comes to a definite conclusion with regard to this, public anxiety
and apprehension cab never be allayed. Tt is true, as we have seen in
papers, ¢hat some sort of enquiry, which has originated perhaps from
the Railway authorities, is going to be made, but this sort of enquiry
will not satisty the mind of the public. Therefore, Nir, we demand 8
tommittee of Enquiry which, as I have already said, may command
the confidence of the public at large. My friend, Mr. Jalaluddin
Hashemy, in mentioning this aceident has unfortunately digressed to
make an attack upon the Hon'ble Ministers. I think he ought not to
have done it to-day at least. He should have femembered that the
Hon'ble Chief Minister, who had been fravelling that way took great
pains to stop the train by giving an order in writing——

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: On a puint of pers(;na]
explanation, Sir. 1 did not say anything about the Hon’ble Chief
Minister.

<

Mr, ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: You mentioned about the Ministers,

No far as I know, the Hon’ble Chief Minister had gone to the actual
gite of the disaster. (Dr. NaLiNaRsBA SaNYaL: Do not raise contro-
vertial issues.) 1 am not raising controversial issues—(interruptions
from the Opposition benches). o

+
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Mr? 8PEAKER: § hope it will be realised by everybody that ¢
" aecording to the Government of India Act as well as by every converr
tion, freedom of speech is the only essential thing for which we have
got the justification to come here and so I hope you will allow him to
go on uninterrupted. .

- * .

Mr. JOGESH. CHANDRA CGUPTA: In view of the colossal
calamity, 1 think it«would be proper for us to adopt this resolution
without entering into controversial and anerimonious debate.

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: The Hon'ble Chief Minister, look-
ed to the comforts of the surviving passengers, provided for milk for the
babies, as far as 4t was practicable and as far as it was possible within
the time at his disposal and in the rirqumstm.lves. So, it was no use
making an attack upon the Hon'ble Ministers' in a body or upon any
particular Minister.  We are at one in supporting the resolution and
the objective with which this resolution” has been put up. With these
few words, T support the motion, as amended by Pr. Sanyal. My
feelings nre very high on this oceasion, because 1t is n tragedy of a
kind of Wlli(‘]l' thewe has been no other parallel in the provinee of Bengal.

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Sir, death and disaster ame
mighty levellers, and although we are discussing this matter under the
ghadow of a great calamity, still it is one of the redeeming featgires that
although various groups of this House are accustomed {o quarrels and
controversies. still at least on this occasion there is un atmosphers of
unanimity.  Sir, 1 am refreshingly reminded hy my friend,
Mr. Chakraverty, that there was a unanimity of disaster when the
occurrence took place at Majdia. So out of evil if any good cometh,
let us all remember that in the midst of life, we are haunted by death
and let us project Mnd protract our vision beyond our noses and let us
sit down and solve the greater problems in a spirit of unanimity. In
according my support to the motion of my friend, Mr. Hashemy, T have
adopted the amendment of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal. 1 also gave an
amgendment on t.he same line,

Sir, there are two things—one is after the disaster and another is
anterior to the disaster. Tt will not be enough for us if we merely sit
down to hold a post mortem examination into the matter and find out
the effect of the disaster and shut our eyes to the things that led up to
it. So far as things happened after the disaster are concerned, there is
one thing which strikes me as very curious. You know, Sir, that Rana-
ghat is an important station; it is a junction in which the Railway
admianistration has got a vast appendage of men and apparatus and the
incident took place at a station which, I am told by my friend, Mr. Bari-
pada Chattdsjee, is not more than 18 miles away from Ranaghat. How
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is it that although the disaster tapk place at the small b of the
morning, no relief reached there in. time. I uubx"nit, Sir, there are two’
explanations possible: either the Rpilway administration was absolutely
demoralised or there was something wrong in the whole get-up. Prob-
ably the whole Railway administration did not venture to face the
disaster, and as Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal has said, and ] reiterate, that’
sometimes rumours become current before actual things see the light ‘of
day. Railway administrationeis sometimes known, to be responsible for
some smuggling of men and property. I do not know what actually took
place there. But, all the same, it is very curious that relief did not
reach there in time. What is more important is that it is necessary to
find out by proper investigation as to why this disaster was at all
possible in the year 1939. Sir, the railway vehicles are not very new
and they are taken advantage of by people so frequently that we are
almost now in the habit of travelling in trains a8 we did in bullock carts
previously. The railway vehicles must be as safe as the bullock carts,
and, if that is not so, 1 submit, there is certainly something wrong
somewhere which is creating aceidents like this. 1 do not know of any
accident in which the bullock cart caused the death of a man. There
are certain things which have got to he looked into. Why is it that
whenever an aceident takes place it is only the inter tnd the third class
passengers that die? 1 do not grudge the first class and second class
passengers not dying (laughter).  What T want is that third and inter
class passengers should also be equally safe. 1 do not mind the
amenities of the inter class compartment being different trom those of the
second class. There may be no fans, ete. The lavatories may be as
bad as now, and sitting accommodations as uncomfortable as ever, but
so far as immunity from danger is concerned. 1 think all these classes
should be placed on an equal footng. The Committee which we sre
proposing ought to be given a clear mundate n that direction to find
out what is the difference in the getting up of the carriages which causes
death to the lower class passengers. | think the Committee will be
doing real justice to the public by giving directions in this line.

Then, Nir, there is the difference in the quality of resistance of these
carriages. The first and second c¢lass compartments are built up of the
same material as inter and third class compartments. Why should
there be any difference in the guality of resistance, when one class of
compartments breaks into matchwood, other class compartments do not.
It 1s also a matter which rhould be given proper attention to in that
enquiry.

Then, Sir, there is the yuestion of brakes. I do ot know, I am
not an expert or an engineer, but we are used to ordinary vehicles,
cycles and all that and even motor cars. We can avoid accident by
proper application of brakes. Why should not this apply to railway?
When a train is stopping at a station. the railway staff ought to make
provision for stopping signal, so that another train coming from either
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directidn may know that a particulap train is there. These are ordinary
‘things and a solution of the ordinary problems will save many valuable
lives. So I submit that Mr. Jalalpddin Hashemy should acoept the

amendment of Dr. Sanyal which has got the unqualified support ot tlns
House. With these ohservations I suppert the amendment,

Mr., YUSUF ALI CHOWDHURY; In supporting the wmotion
moved® by Mr. Hashemny 1 feel it my dut\ to place before the House all
that T have seen of that great tragedy that happened on that fateful
night of the 17th. It waa like a nightmare und the awfulness of the
sight is permanently fixed in my mind’s eye. .

I was sleeping in a first cluss compartmeut when 1 was suddenly
roused from my slteep by some friends who wege furiously knocking at
the door of my compartment. Hurriedly comipg out 1 saw the engine
on fire and heard simultaneously the cries and moanings of hundreds of
human beings in great agonies coming from the front part of my
carringe. 1 rushed towards the affected compartments and saw in semi-
darkness scores of human beings, some mangled out of rec ognition and
others crying for help. With the help of some friends and fellow
passengers we_imthediately started relief work.  We thought of extin-
guishing the fire first and brought it under control with the help of
Joew) young men who have in the meantime gathered together. 1 regret
very much to say that up to this stage we did not’get much help from
the station staff except from one Mr. Malik Suker who wus necrew in
charge of railway and who worked like a demon in moving the debris
and removing the wounded with us.  Fortunately we procured two axes
from the neighbouring villuge and suceeeded in saving the lives of
many of the unfortunate injured.  Could the station authorities supply
us some such appliances, many other lives could be saved.  Tn this way
we worked up to 6 a.m. About that time the first aid in the persons
of few police officer? with some constables arrived. Tmmediately they
cordoned round the damaged compartments and directed all those who
were rendering aid to move away. I vigorously protested and one
ofticer who fortunately knew me induced his fellow officers to allow us
to eontinue the work. More than an hour after the arrival of the police,
medical aid arrived for the first time. We felt all this time the extreme
need of medical aid but no help came. Had the medical aid and relief
train arrived enrhm many more lives could have easily been saved.
Before our very eves many lives were just fading away under the
pressure of heaww steel pieces. We seized some properties from some
dead hodies and on the arrival of the police we handed them over to
them.

One thing that struck ussall was the very leisurely way in which the
Railway authorities were dealing with the emergency. It is necessarv
when 50 many lives have been lost that a sifting enqmrv be immediately
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¢ held into all that has happened. Negligence of some ﬁailway dervants
is admitted; it is therefore the greater need that responsibility should’
be definitely fixed.

¢

With these words I whole-heartedly support the resolution of
Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy,

.
v

.

Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, as> tue who
had the misfortune of travelling by train sometime after the disaster,
T shall he able to unfold before this House

Mr. SPEAKER: (1 vour goad fortune!

Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: | do not know whether it is

misfortune or good fortune.

As I was saying, 1 shall be able to unfold before this House facts
which, 1 hope, will compel the Hon’ble Maharaja to accept the motion
of my triend Mr Hashemy as amended by Dr. Sanyal. it he has
in him that human touch  We arrived by the. Shillong Muail at
230 and what did we see? We saw on the platform about 11
dead bodies Iving uncovered—a ghastly scene which repelled evervbody.
The platform was stained with blood and there were several dead bodies
in the bazar nearby. There were also several wounded persons who
were not cared for, who were unattended.  The most funny thing is
that we found no restue party at that time at the station One of
the comparimenis was found to he sandwiched and out of it the leg of
a human being, very likely that of & woman, was protruding. We were
fold that there were several other bodies, dead or living, within that
compartment, but no attempi was made to extricate those bodies. We
travelled all ulong from Ishurdi to Ranaghat. W¢ have not found any
adequate arrangement for food or proper drinking water. The Shillong
Mail was made to run asx an ordinary passenger train taking in
passengers irom all stations. The moxt curious thing i= that no
attempt was made to send immediately a reseue party to Majdia Station.
We found that policemen were drafted in  every station in large
numbers and they were practically jammed even in the 1st and 2nd
class compartments. We did not know for what purpose the police
were sent to Majdia because we never found them rendering any help
to those persons who were still alive there.

Now, Sir, there is another thing which struck me and which I am
compelled to say though it may sound somewhat out of tune in to-day’s
discussion. The life of the guard was extinct at that time. The dead
body of the guard was brought in by the Assam Mail, but the dead
body of a member of this House which was lving in the basar nearby was
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, [y
_mot sex'lt by that traip and uever Ytaken care of by any responsible
person though sufficient interval had elapsed between the time of the
disaster, as a result of which BirensBabu died, and the time when we
reached the station. We do not know why there should be this
_difference in the treatment. The station staff was found to be too wooden,
They require, I«think, some nature’s touch. Otheywise we never found
them very anxious to render any help that they could give even at that
time. *We were toldson the platform itsélf that juat at the time when
the collision took place. as my honourable friend sitting over there said,
there was a fire in the Aidt just by the side of the station and there was
s large congregation of people.  These people cume to render aid to the
dying and the dead. There were nlso Congress volunteers, but the
most lamentable and at the same time the most peculiar thing was
that the station staff refused to allow them to da the suecouring.  Only
at the intercession of my honourable friend and colleague over there,
Dr. Prafulla Ghosh and others who were travelling, these people could
be persuaded and with their help somo relief could be given to the
sufferer< in that disaster. .

The case for an enquiry is so very clear that I think the Hon’ble
Mahuaraju gt nd take his stand behind any rule to shut out the
matter. 1 know, and T am sure the Hon'ble Maharaja also knows it
well, that the railway administration has a peculiar way of doing things,
1t never takes into account the question of comfort of the pussengers,
It never takes timely action as in the present case. Though Runaghat
was so very near, no timely atd was given to the vietims of the disaster.
We found at half-past-iwo in the noon the engine was lying in the
sume condition and no attempt was being made (o remove the wreckage.
The two carringes which were damaged were still lying in the same
condition in that place, and we did not find any relief train or any
relief party to vh-,ug.thut line.

Under the cireumstances, T appeal 1o the Hon’ble Minister to
saccept the motion  without raising any ohjection, because he must
assure the public that the life of the truvelling passenger is safe.  Just
a few minutes ago T was taking tea with Mr, Abdur Rauf. He was
telling me that fie was afraid to travel by the North Bengal train. A
panic has been created in the minds of the people and it is time for
the authorities and for the Government to give sufficient assurance to
the public that railway travelling is not so bad as we are made to think
just now on account of so many disasters on the East Indian Railway
and the recent disaster on the Eastern Bengal Railway.

The Hon'ble Maharaja $R18 CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbagar:
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I do not want to enter into the merits of the motion.

While having full sympathy with the mover, the attitude which the
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¢ Government would like to take in tBis matter, is {o forward the ;gmoeed-.
ings of the debate to the proper quarters. I hope, Sir, the House is
aware that this 1s a matter in which the Provincial Government has
practically no hand. The Railways are under the direct control of the
Government of India and I think they would be competent to come
to any decision they deem proper after they have gene through the
proceedings. The charges made in the motion are extremely serious
and that is why I gave myv cohsent to its discussion 6n the floor of this
House. Tt is needless to say how much we are all shocked at the terrible
nature of the accident and the many lives which were lost, including
the lives of two honourable members of this House. It is admitted that
in retent times railway uccidents have hecome matters of more frequent
occurrence. 1 wish it was possible to devise ways and means to prevent
them, ¢

Sir, the Hon'ble the Chief Minister on his way to Calcutta visited

the place of the disaster and therefore I think that the charge which
Mr. Hashemy made that no Minister visited the place falls to the
ground. I also had the opportunity to visit the place of occurrence a
day later. T never expected that Mr. Hashemy would raise the
question about the sufficiency or otherwise of the medy-al aid given
by the Medical College and the Campbell Medical Hospital authorities
to the injured. The Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Medical Depart-
ment as well a8 myself visited both the places and made due enquiries
from th¢ patients about the attention they were getting from the medical
men and there was not{ a single case where any complaint was made
to us. As T have already stated, a copy of the proceedings will be
forwarded to the Government of India for their information and for
taking any setion which they may think fit. i

The umendment of Dr. Nulinaksha Sanyal to the,motion of Mr. Syed
Jalaluddin Hashemy that after the words “to make an enquiry into”
the following words be added—

‘“'the circumstances connected with the recent Railway disaster at
Majdia and” [ »

was then put and carried,

The motion of Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy, a~ amended, that
this Assembly is of epinion that the Government of '[ndia be imme-
diately moved to appoint an independent committee of non-officials and
officials not connected with Railway administration to make an enquiry
mto the circumstances connected with the wecent Railway disaster at
Mn]dm and the conduct and responsibility of the Railway administra-
tion and Railway staff immediately following the Maydia railway

[
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'duastexo with reference to the following among other allegations and ¢
oomplaints: — .

(A) delay in providing proper fedical and other reliefs and their
inadequacy;

L]

(B) inadeqyacy of lights ut the stution and t}’xe scene of aecident;

(C) failure to make arrangements for drinking water and other

+*  necessary .food articles for 'a large number of injured
passengers and other pussengers of the trains involved in the
collision and of the other trains detained in consequence for
hours in a terribly hot day:
. .

(D) failure to make necessary arrungements for the comforts and

conveniences of passengers injured and detained ;
. .. .

(E) delay in sending the injured, and the dead passengers to
Caleutta and in taking prompt stepe to send the detained
trains to Calcutta;

(F) conduct of the Ratlway staff foll'uwing the accident;
L]

was then put and agreed to.

Adjournment.

The House was then adjourned till 445 p.m. on Mondav the 1st of
May, 1939, at the Assembly House, Calentta

B. G. Pros—1$39-40—2267A—800,
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Abdul Majid, Mr. Syed

Kalupama  Debt  Rettlement Board,
Noakhali. (Q.) p. 118,

Noakhah R. K. Zilla School: (Q.) p.
173,

Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr,

Committee to enquire nto  Finsncial
Administration  and  Working  of
College Hospitals: pp. 151-152,

Special motion regarding Majdia Rail-
way Disaster: pp. 215-217.

>

Abdur Raschid Mahmood, Mr,
k]

Grant to the Serajganj Islamic Inter.
mediate College Madrassah: (Q.) p.
101,

Major repair works for roads
buildings in Calcutta Division:
p. 33,

and
Q)

Abdus Shaheed, Maulvi Md.

Appointment of Babu Chanchal Charan
Guha Thakurta as a Sub-Deputy
Collector: (Q.) p. 117.

Post of Director of Land Records:
Q) p 41.

Abidur Reza Chowdhury, Khan Bahadur
Maulvl

Free distribution of wseeds to unioa
boards: (Q.) p. 116. o
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e
Of priary girls’ schools: (Q.) p. B5.

Abu Hossaln Sarkar, Maulvi

Calcutta  Municipal
Bill, 1938: pp. 67-71.

(Amendment)

Abul Fazl, Mr. Md.

Replacement of Government of India
Act by Constituent Assembly: pp.
156-159. .

Treasury Officers and Sub-Treasury
Poddars: (Q.) p. 18.

¢

Abul Hashim, Maulvi

Replacement of Government of India

Act by Constituent Awswembly: pp.
' 163-166. !
Abul Hossain Ahmed, Mr.
Leper Beggars in Calcutta: (Q.) p.

41,

Adjournment motlon

Rogarding C('hief Minister's pre‘siden-
tial address at the Bengal Provincial
Muslim League Session n 1939: pp.
58-59, 120,

Regarding railway disaster at Majdia:
p. 185,

Adjournment of the House: pp. 2, 81,
86, 172, 223

Agrioultural Farm

Mymensingh District: (Q.) p. 98.

Establishment of—in Western Duars
khas mahal: (Q.) p. 119,

Monipur, Dacea: (Q.) p. 14.

Agricultural foan
ly

And gratutous relief in Jessore:

Q)
p. 57

-
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A‘Mud All Enayetpuri, - Khan Sghadur
Maulana

Agricultural loan and gratuitous relief
in Jessore: (Q.) p. 57.

Jhenaida Co-operative Bank, Jessore:
Q) p. 100 '

.
&
Amirgan] Khal

‘ .

A
Silting up of the—: (Q.) p. 56.

Anglo-indlan and Muslim women repre-

sentatives

On the Bengal Board of Censors: °
(Q.) p. 583. i

Appointment(s)

Of Babu Chancbal Charan Guba

Thakurta as a Sub-Deputy Collector:
Q) p. 117.

0Of  Co-operative  Inspectors ' ‘gtd

Auditors 1n 1937:‘ Q.) p. 54. ,
Q7 p. 8
Government In-
(Q.) p. 50,

Director of Agriculture,

(Q.) p. 128

Of Jute Overseers:

0Of Officer-in-charge,
dustrial Museum:

Under the
Bengal, snce 1937:
Arrest

Of hawkers, rickshaw-pullers, etc,
Petty polwe cases in Caleutta due to
the: (Q.) p. 8.

Asimuddin Ahmed, "!r.

Bench and Court in Madhabpur Union
Board, Tippera: (Q.) p. 32.

‘Attendance: pp. 1, 3, 82, 87, 173,

Bakarganj

Flood in the uorthern part of—: (Q.)
p. 34, .

Banerjes, Dr. Suresh Chandra

Petty police cases in Calcutta due to
the artest of hawkers, riokshaw-
pullers, etc.: (Q.) p. 84.
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Banerjeg Mr. Sibdath

Bhifting of Court of' Commissioner,
Workmen's Compensation: (Q.) p.,
7. '

Bankura Sadar Local Beard
“Special meeting .uf—-: Q. p. 111

.I
Sarachouka area
Scheme to drain out—, Midnapore:
Q.) p. 109.

Barat Afl, Mr. Nd,

Non-introduction o.f free primary snd
adult education in certain districts:
(Q.) p. 55.

Reoruitment to Bengal Excize Service:
Q.) p. 1L

Sapme, Babu Premhari

Appointment of Cofperative Inspectors
and Audito® in 1937. (Q.) p. 54.
Scheme for spending grant of five lakhs
of rupees for the scheduled castes-

Q) p. 184,

“Aartaman Rajnaitik Sankat O Mussal-
mander Kartyabba'’

By Mr. Md. Ehsanul Haque Effendi of
.Domor, Rangpur. Police search for
a leaflet: (Q.) p. 92,

Basu, Mr. Santosh Kimar

Caleutta  Municipal
Bill, 1939: pp. 71-75.
Committee to enquire into financial

sadministration and workings of
College Hospitals: pp. 152-153.

(Amendment)

Benok and Court
[ J
In Madhabpur Union Board, Tippers:
Q) p. 32
Seli-Hart, Miss P. B,

’Angiﬁlndisn and Muslime women
representatives on the Bengs! Board
of Oensors®» (Q.) p. 53.

INDEX.

M,
Bengal Board of Censors

Anglo-Indian and Muslim women ve-
presentatives on the: (Q.) p. 83,

Benga!l Provincial Co-operative Bank
Q) e

Government subsidy to the--:
87. »

Bengal Tanks Improvement BIll, 1838

As amended by the Bengal Legislative
Council: pp. 186-193.

Bhitarbund Union, Rangpur
[ ]

Representation by persons of—for mon-

acceptance of rents by certain
romindars:  (Q.) p. 18,
e

Benga! Tanks Improvement—, 1938, as
amended by the Bengal Legislative
Council: ppe 186-183,

Caleutta  Municipal (Amendment)—,
1949, pp. 60-81, 207-208.

Blswas, Mr. Surendra Nath

Silting up of the Amirganj Khal: (Q.)
p. 58.

Bogra distriot

Talor® Excise shop in—. (Q.) p. 175.
Bunds
Two—in Kotwali pohce-station in
Dinajpur district. (Q.) p. 7.
Bus fares
In certan mufassal areas: (Q.) p.

36,

Caloutta Division

Major repair works for roads and
buildings in—: (Q.) p. 33.

Caloutta
Leper beggars m-—: (Q.) p. 41.
Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1938: pp.
60.81, 207-208.
Casual leave

Differential treatment to clprks vith'
regard to—in Secretariat and attach-
ed offices: (Q.) p. 38,
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Recsmmendations of the—, District
Boards’ Conference, 1938: (Q.) p.
44.

Chakravarty, Mr. Jatindra Nath

Calcutta Corporation elect‘ricity gene-

rating scheme: (Q.) p. 27. ¢
Gambling in Rangpur district: (Q.)
p. 178,
National electrification scheme: (Q.)
p. 6. | .

Bearch of the District Congress ‘‘Praja
office’’ at Rangpur: (Q.) p. 89.
Chanchal Charan Guha Thakurts, Babu®

Appointment of—as & Sub-Deputy Col-
lector: (Q.) p. 117. ‘

‘

Chandina and Laksham police-station
Election of union boards of—, Tippera-
(Q.) p. 124.
Chattopadhyay, Mr. Haripady

Replacement of Government of India
Act by Constituent Assembly- pp.
161-163. «

Chittagong
Damages to crops during rainy season
in—: (Q.) p. 183,
Chaudhury, Ral MHarendra Nath

Bengal Tanks Improvement Bill, 1938,
as amended by the Bengal Legislative
Council: pp. 188-190,

Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill,

1939: pp. 66-67.
Circls OfMoer

Post of—for Comilla Sadar Circle:

(Q.) p. 49.
, Olvit  Bervics (Exeoutive) Examination
Bengal
Last—: (Q.) p. 5.

INDEX.

. Comilla Sadar Cirole *
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Post of Circle Officer for—: Q) p.’
49.

Committes(s)

Enquiry—(during ¥337-38 and 1938 -
39): (Q.) p. 96.

Of Enquiry .about Majdia ‘Railway
Disaster: pp. 208-211.

Conclilation Officers

For labour disputes in Bengal: (Q.)
p. 43. .

Conference, Distriot Board's, 1938

Recommendations of the Chairmen—:
Q) p. 4.

Congress Praja Office at Rangpur '

¢
Search of the Ihatricte-: (Q.) p. 89.

Construotion

Of a model village at Haduatala,
Malda (Q.) p. 100.

Co-operative

Bank, Jhenaids, Jessore: (Q.) p. 100.

Central Banks. Estabhishment of
Special Boards for—mn  Tippera:
Q) p. 128.0°

Inspectors and Auditors, Appointment
of—mn 1937 : (Q.) p. 54

Corporation .

.

Caleutta. Electricity generating

scheme: (Q.) p. 27.

Cossipur riot
<
During “Holi Festival”: (Q.) p. 42.

Crops

Duriné rainy season in Chittagong.
Damages to—: (Q.}*p. 183.
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. Dma-A.rluu Road: (Q.) p. 45.

Daocca distriot
Excise shops in—: (Q.) p. 13.
= Jamages to orops»
During rainy seagon in Chittagong:
@) p. 183, .

Damodar Canat Revenue Division

Recruitments for the—: (Q.) p. 182.

Das, Rai 8ahib Kinit Bhushan

Last Bengal (ivil Service (Executive)
Examination: (Q.) p. 5.

Das, Mr. Monomohan

Percentage of scheduled castes in
Government offices. (Q) p. 53
.
Das Gupta, Badu Khagendra Nath

Jotes in Jalpaiguri khas mahal that
changed hands and establishment of
agricultural farms 1n Western Duars
khas mahal  (Q.) p. 119,

Police search for a leaflet ‘‘Bartaman
Rajnaitik  Sankot O Mussalmander
Kartyabba by Mr Md. Shsanul
Haque Effends of Domar, Rangpur.
Q.) p. o2

Das Gupta, Srijat Nq'ondn Nath
Flood in the northern part of Bakar-
gan; (Q.) p 31

Riot in Cosmpore during “Hol Festi-
vol”'. (Q.) p. 42.
L ]

L ]
Datta, Mr. Dhirendra Nath
Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill,
1939. pp. 3’)()6

Election of U'mion Boards of Chandina
and Laksham®police-stations, Tippera:
(Q.) p. 124.

Debt Settiement Board

Kalupania, Noakhali: (Q.)®p. 118.

Number %f—in police-station Itna,
Mymensingh: (Q.) p. 115.

INDEX.

Deputy Colisotors

Nominations for promotion of Sub-
Deputy Collectors to posts of—:
Q) p. 7.

mlhnnna.l treatment

l'o clerks with regard to casual leave in
Secrotariat and attached offices:
(Q.) p. 38.

Director of Agriculture, Bengal

Ammintmentu‘under——linm’ 1837: (Q.)
p. 128,

[ ]
. Dmrn_n

Of the flood-striken poople of char
areas in several umons in Mymen-
mngh  (Q.) p. 24.

]

District Board Election, Matda: (Q.) b.
4.

Distriocts Boards’ Conference, 1938

Recomntendations of the Chairmen, —:
(Q.) p. 44.

Regurding Calcutta Municipal (Amend-
ment) Bill, 1939: pp. 79-80.

Regarding  non-official  resolution  on
replacement. of Government of Indis
Act by Constituent Assembly: pp.
169-170.

Dotul, Mr. Harendra Nath

Government subsmidy to the Bengal
Provincial Co-operative Bank: (Q.)
p. R7.

Dutta Marumdar, Mr. Niharendu

Replacement of Government of Indis
Act by Constituent Assembly: pp.
165-167.

Eden Canal

And certain other Canal Revenue Divi-
nion.l: (Q.) p. 125.



ovi

Edwation

Nortintroduction of free primary and
adult—in certain districts: (Q.) p.
85.

Education Department
L]
Promotion of scheduled castes officers
of—: (Q.) p. 82. ¢
Elsotion

Malda District Board—: (Q.) p. 33.
N [

Of members on the Sukhari Union
Board, Netrokona, Mymensingh:
Q) p 27. .

Of Union Boards of Chandina and
Laksham police-stations, Tippera:
Q.) p. 124.

Elsotricity generating schame

Caleutta C(;rporntiun—-: Q) p. 27.

Eleotrification
Natwonal-—scheme. (Q.) p. 6.

Emdadul Haque, Kazl

Regarding presentation by peréons of
Bhitarbund Umwn, Rangpur, for non-

acceptance of rents by certan
gemindars- (Q.) p. 19.
Employment Officer, Bengal: (Q.) p.

103.

Enginesring Services, Bengal

Percentage of Muslims in—: (Q.)

p. 20.

Enquiry Committees
During 1937-38 and 1938-39. (Q.) p.

96.
Establishment
Of agricultural farms in Western Duars
khal mahal: (Q.) p. 119.
Of Speqial Boards for Co-operative
Central Banks in Tippera: (Q.) bp.
128,

INDEX.
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[
' Excise unﬂu,' Bengal

Recruitment to—: (Q.) p. 11.

‘
Exoise shop(s)

In Bogra district, Talora: (Q.) p. 175."
* -
In Dacca district: (Q.) p. 13. -
L4

Expenditure

On account of midwives and nurses in
towns of Bengal: (Q.) p. 31.

Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. M,

Talora Excise shop in Bogra district:
(Q.) p. 175.

Farm

Mymensingh  District  Agricultural—:
(Q.) p. 98.

Fazlul Hug, the Hon'ble'Mr. A, K.

Abolttion  of schools:

Q) p. 55
Grant to the Serajgan) Islamic Inter-

primary girls’

mediate College Madrassah. (Q.) p.
101,

Jagannath Intermediate College
Tabrary: (Q.) p. 184. .
Noakhali R. K. Zilla School. (Q.) p.

174,

Non-introductiopeof free primary and
adult education 1n certain districts:
(Q.) p. 56.

Office of the Mubammadan Marriage
Registrar at Tajgaon, Dacca: (Q.)
p. 45. . <

Pronotion of scheduled castes officers
of Education Department: (Q.) p.
32.

Scheme for spending grint of five lakhs
of rupees for the  scheduled castes:
(Q) p. 184,

Faziur Rahman, Mr. (Mymensingh)

Distress*of the flood striken people of
char areas in severpl unions of
Mymensingh: (Q.) p. 24.
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Fastuf Radenan, Mr, ' .
Excise shops in Dacca district: (Q.)
p. 18, ’

Percentage of Muslims in Bengal En-
gineering Services: (Q.) p. 20.

Foas

‘O
For X-ray examination in Dacea Mit-
ford H()l})ital: (Q) p. 3.
Flood
In the northern part of Bakarganj:
(Q) p. 3. .

Flood-striken people

Distress  of the—of char areas in
several unions of Mymenusingh:
Q.) p. 24.

’

Free distribution

*
Of seeds tosunion boards: (Q.) p. 118,

Fres primary and adult education In
osrtain districts

Non-aintroduction of— (Q.) p. 55.
Gambling
In Rangpur district: (Q.) p. 178.

Pakundia pohcee-station,

Mymensingh:  (Q.) p. 40.

Ghose, Mr. Atul Kwphng
Suieidal death of Rati Kanta Mandal
of Krnshnapur, Lohagara Umon:
(Q.) p. 126.
Blasuddin Ahmag, Mr.

Election of members on the Sukban
Union Board, Netrokona, Mymen-
smngh: (D) p. 27.

Government ingustrial Mussum

Appointment of Officer-incharge, —:
Q) p. 50.

Gevernment ofoes

Percentagy of scheduled castes in—:
Q) p. 53.

INDEX.

Government reselution .

Under section 103 of the Government
of India Act, 1935: pp. 193-907.

Gevernment subsily

»
To the Boengal Provincial Co-operative
Bank: (Q.) p. 87.

Grant

Of five laklgs of rupees, Scheme for
spending—for the scheduled castes:
(Q.) p. 184,

To® the Serajgan) lslamic Intermediate
Gollege, Madrassah: (Q.) p. 101,

Habibullah, the Hon'ble Nawab Bahadur
K., of Dacpa

Appointment of officer-incharge, Gov-

ernment Industrial Museum: (Q.)
p. H0.
Caleutta Corporation electricity

Q) p. 8.
Calcutta Mumeipal (Amendment) Bill,
1939, pp. 61, 77.78.
Election of members
Union  Board, Netrokona,
wingh:  (Q.) p. 27.
Flection of Umon Boards of Chandina
and laksham police-stations, Tip-

wengrating schome:

on the Sukburi
Mymen-

pera: (Q) p. 14,

Employment Officer, Bengal- (Q.) p.
104.

Leper beggars in Calcutta: (Q.) p.
41.

Malda Distriet Board Election: Q.

p. 33,
Recommendations  of
District Boards' Conference,
(Q.) p. 44.
Rpecial meeting of the Bankura Sadar
Local Board: (Q) p. 112

the Chairman,
1938:

Hamiduddin Ahmed, Khan Sahid

Number of Debt Settlemant Boards in
police-station  1tna, Mymensingh:
(Q‘.) p. 115,
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Hasanuzzaman, Maulvi Md.

FataBlishment of Special Boards for
Co-operative  Central  Banks in
Tippera: (Q.) p. 128.

Nominations for promotion of Sub-*
Deputy Collectors to posts‘of Deputy
Collectors: (Q.) p. 57.

Post of Circle Officer for Comilla Sadar*
Circle: (Q.) p. 49.

Hawkers, riokshaw-pullers
Petty police cases in Calcutta due to
the arrest of—: (Q.) p. 95.

High Court, Appstiate 8Side .

Ratio of posts held by various com-
munities in the—: (Q.) p. 30,
Hoduatala, Malda e
Construction of a model village at—:
Q.) p. 100
Holders
Of Imperial, Provincial and Subordi-
nate Services in Bengal: (Q.) p. 95.
“Holi Festival’ -

Riot in Cossipore durimg—-+ (Q.) p.
42.

imperial, Provinclal and Subordinate
8ervices in Boengal
Holders of—- (Q.) p. 95.

Itna police-station

Number ot Debt Settlement Boards in
—, Mymensingh: (Q.) p. 115,

Jagannath intermediate Collegs Library:
(Q.) p. 184,

Jalaiuddin Hashemy, Mr. 8yed
Adjournment motion regarding Rail-
way disuster at Majdia: p. 185,
Discontinuation of duty on electrical
energy; pp. 145-147.

Special motion about Majdia Railway
Disaster: pp. 208-211.
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¢
‘Jaipaiguri lthn‘ mahal t

Jotes in—that changed hands and
' establishment of agricultural farms
in Western Duars khas mabal: (Q.)

p. 119.

Jessore
Agricultural loan ‘and gratuitods reliof
in—: (Q.) p. 67.

v

Jhenaida Co-operative Bank, Jessore:
(Q.) p. 100.
Jotes :

In Jalpaiguri khas mahal that changed
lands and establishment of agricul-
tural farms in Western Duars khas
mahal:  (Q.) p. 119.

Jute Overseers

Appomntment of—»  (Q.) p. 9.
[

Kala-azar
Measures against malaria, —, ete., in
Mymensingh. (Q.) p. 102.
Kalupania

Debt  Settlement
(Q.) p. 118

Board, Noakhali:

‘
Khas mahal

Western Duars god Julpaiguri—: Q)
p. 119,

Kotwall potice-station, Dinajpur

Two bunds in—. (Q) p. 7.

Kumar, Mr. Atul Chandra
Construction of a model village at
Haduatala, Malda: &Q.) p. 100.

Malda Dhstrict Board Election: (Q.)
p. 33. .

Kundu, Mr. Nishithg Nath

Petitions filed for settlement of debts:
Q) m 121

Two bunds in Kotwali golice-station,
Dinajpur: (Q.) p. 7.
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. Labour disputes

Concilistion officers for—in Bengal:
.

(Q.) p. 43.
M and cn,ndlm police-stations
Election of Union I%oards of—, Tippera:

Q9" p. 124.

s’
Land records

Post of Director of—. (Q.) p. 4L
« Land revenue
Rate of--in Burdwan (Q.) p. 13

Last Bengal Civil Bervice (Exacutive)
Examination: (Q.) p o

Leaflet

Police search tor a—, ““Bartaman Raj-
naittk Sankat O Mussalmander Kar-
tyabba," by Mr, Md. Ehsanul Haque

Effendi of Domar, Rangpur  (Q.) p.
92,
Lo_per beggars in Caloutta: (Q.) p. 41.
Library
Jagannath  Intermediate  College--.
Q) p 1R,
Logal Board
L]
Special meeting of Bankura Sadar--:
(Q.) p. 111,

Madhabpur Unlon.BuM, Tippera
Bench and Court in—: (Q.) p. 32
Madrassah

Grant to %he—, Serajganj Islamic
Intermediate College: (Q.) p. 101.

INDEX,

8
Mafizuddin Ahmed, Maulvl -
Abolition of primary girls’ schoals:
Q.Y p. 55.
* Maitl, Mr. Nikunja Behari

(Q.) p. 93,
Q) p. 101

Scheme to drain out Barachouks ares,
Midnapore:  (Q.) p. 109,

Poundra® Kehatriya:

o Rusing of price of paddy:

Maitra, Mr. Bugsndra Mohan
Special motion regarding Majdia Rail-
wiy Disnster. pp. 220-221,
. .
Malarik

Measures against -, kala-azar, ote., in
Mymensingh.  (Q) p. 102
’
Malda District Board Elsotlon: (Q.) p.

33
Maniruzzaman Islamabadi, Maulana Md.
Dumages to crops during rainy season
w Chittagong (Q.) p. 183,
]
Majdia® Railway Disaster
Commttee of Enguiry.  Specinl motion:
pp. 208211,
Majl, Mr. Adwaita Kumar

Fxpenditure on account of midwives
and nurses 1 towns of Bengal. (Q.)
p. 31,

Major repair works
For roads wud buildings in  Caloutts
Dwision: (Q.) p. 33,
Magbul Hossain, Mr.

Enquiry Committees  (during 1937-38
and 1938.39):  (Q.) p. 96,

Meastire

Against malaria, kala-azar, etc., in
Mym:mingh: Q) p. 102.
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Mossage frgm His Exosllency the
Qoyerner
Regarding Yhe death of Mr. Birendra-
nath Mazumdsr, M.L.A.: p. 60.

Midwives and nurses .

Expenditure on account of—in towns
of Bengal: (Q.) p. 31.

‘WMitford Hospital, Dacca

Fees for X-ray exnmi‘nntion in—: (Q.)
p. 3

WMohammed All, Khan Bahadur .

Recommendations of the Charmen,
District Boards’ Conference, 1938:
Q) p. 44. '

Reduction in the number of traffic
pohice constables from pomnt duty:
(Q.) p. 49.

Reduction of pay for new entrants to
Indian Civil Service: pp. 137-143.

Monlpur  Agrioultural Farm, Daocoa:
(Q.) p. 14.
1

Moslem All Mollah, Maulvi Md,

Appointments  under the Director  of
Agriculture, Bengal, since 1937
Q) p. 128,

Motion

Adjournment—regarding  Chief  Mins-
ter's presidential address at the
Bengal Provincial Muslim  League
Session 1n 1939: pp. 58-59,

Adjournment—regarding Railway
disaster at Majdia p. 185,
Bpecial—regarding  Majdia  Railway

disaster. pp. 208-228.

‘Wozzammel Huq, Maulvl Md.

Differential treatment to clerks with
regard to casual leave in Secretariat
and attached offices: (Q) p. 36.

' Munammpd Israll, Maulv)

Gambling  within  Pakundia palice-
station, Mymenmngh: (Q'.) p. 40.

.INDEX. '

[Vou. LI¥No. 6.

L]
¢ Muhammadan Marriage Mt:nr

Office of—at Tajgaou, Dacca: (Q.) p.
45, .

Mukherjl, Mr. Dhirendra Narayan
Eden Canal and lertain other Candl™
Revenue Divigions: (Q.) ,‘: 125.

Recruitment *for the Damodar Csnal
Revenue Division: \(Q.) p. 182,

Mulliok,
Beharl

the Hon'ble Mr. Mukunda

Appointment of « Co-operative Inspec-
tors and Auditors in 1937: (Q.) p:.
55.

Establishment of Special Boards for
Central  Co-operative Banks in
Tippera: (Q.) p. 129.

Government subsidy to the Bengal
Provincial  Co-operative Bank: (Q.)

p. 88, ]
Jhenaida Co-operati’e Bank, Jessore:
(Q.) p. 100.

Kalupania Debt Settlement Board,
Noakbah: (Q.) p. 119,

Number of Debt Settlement Boards in

police-station  1tna,  Mymensingh:
(Q.) p. 115,

Petitions filed for settlement of de.bts:
(Q.) p. 121,

Mulllok, Mr. Pullp Behary

Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill,
1939 pp. 7577

Musharruff Hossaln, the Hon'ble Nawab
Khan Bahadur ©
.

Bench and Court 1n Madhabpur Union
Board, Tippera. (Q.) p. 32.

Ratio of posts held by various com-
mumties tn the Appellate Side, High
Court: (Q.) p. J0.

Staff of the Offictal Receiver, High
Court, Caleutta: (Q.) p. 26.
Musiimse

Percentage of—in Bewal Engineering
Services: (Q.) p. 0.
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District Agricultural Farm: (Q.) p.
98. .
Moasures against malara, kala-azar,
etc., in—: (Q.) p. 102, ¢
Road construckion projects taken up
in—.: Q) p. .46.

-
Sandy, the HMon'ble Maharaja Sris-
ohandra, ofyCossimbazar

Dacca-Anicha Road: (Q.) p. 46,
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