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M EM BERS OF#TH E COUNCIL OF M IN ISTERS.

( /)  The Hon*6ie Mr. A b u l  H a s f V  F a z lA b  Huq, in charge of the 
Education Department..

(2) The Hon'ble Mr. H a l in i R an#an £ a r k e r , *in charge of th*
Finance Def>artmeut. • 9

(3) The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin, k.OpI.e., in charge of
*the Hoifte Department.

•

(4) The H on’ble Sir B ijo y  P rasad  S in g h  R o t , in charge of the
Revenue Department.

(5) The H on’ble Nawab Khwaja H ajjibullah  Bahadur, of Dacca,
in charge #  f the Departments of J^ocal Self-Government and 
In d u s tr ie s^

(6) The Hon'ble M aharaja Sr is  Chandra  N andy , of Cossimb&sar,
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(8) The H on'ble Nawab M u sh a rru f  HossAiif, Khan Bahadur, 
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H ealth, Medical, Agriculture and Veterinary Departments.
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

ALPHABETICAL LI8T O F ’MEMBERS.

A

*Aibdul Aziz, M aulana Md. [N arayanganf East (M uhammadan).] 
Abdul B ari, Maulvi. [Befhampflre (M uhamn&dan).]
Abdul Hafiz, Mr. Mirza. [Tangail West (M uhammadan).]
Abdul Hafiz Mia, Mr.* [E p ig ra m  South (^luhamnmdan). ]
Abdul-Hakeem, Mr. ^K hu lna  (Muhammadan}.] * #
Aibdul H akim , Maulvi. [ Mym«tisingh W est (M uhammadan).]
Aibdul Hbkim ¥ ik ram puri, ’ Maulvi Md. [M unshiganj (M uham­

m adan).]
Abdul H am id, Mr. A. M. [Palm a W est (M uhammadan).]
AJbdul H am id Shah, Maulvi. [K ishoreganj North (Muhanynadfen).] 
Abdul Jabbar, M aulvi. [D inajpur Centfal East (M uhammadan).] 
Abdul Jabbar Palw ai^ Mr. Md. f Jum alpur North (M uhammadan).] 
Abdul Kader, Mr. [Patuakhali South (M uhammadan).]
AJbdul K arim , Mr. [Jam alpur cum Muktagacha (M uhammadan).] 
Abdul L atif Biswas, Maulvi. [M anikganj W est (M uhammadan).] 
Aibdul M ajid, Maulvi. [Mymensingh North (M uhammadan).]
Abdul M ajid, Mr. Syed. [Noakhali South (M uhammadan).]
Abdul W ahab K han, Mr. [B akarganj W est (M uhammadan).]
AJbdul# W ahed, Maulvi. [Mymensingh East (M uhammadan).] 
Abdulla-Al Mahmood, Mr. [Serajganj North (M uhammadan).]
A bdur Rahm an, Khan B ahadur, Mr. A. F . M. [24-Parganaa North- 

E ast (M uhammadan).]
A bdur Rahman Siddiqi, Mr. (Muslim Chamlber of Commerce.)
Abdur Raaheed, Maulvi Md. [B irbhum  (Muhammadan).*]
A bdur Raschid Mahmood, Mr. [Serajganj North (M uhammadan).]
Abdur itau f, Khan Sahib Maulvi S. [Howrah (M uhammadan).]
A bdur B fu f, Mr. Shah. [R angpur South (M uhammadan).]
Abdur Razzak, M aulvi. [Feni (M uhammadan).]

•• • .



\ • *
Afcdue s&Ahe^d, Maulvi Md« [Dacca North Central (M uhammadan).]
Abidur Eeza Cfiowdbury, Khan B ahadur Maulvi* [Cham^pur W eft 

m * (M yjiammadan).] # * «
Atm ifossain Sarkar, M aulvi. [G aiban^ ia  North (M jihammatlan).] 
Abul Fazl, Mr. Muhammad. [M adaripur W est (Muhandmad^n).]
Abul Hashim , Jfaulvi. *[Burdwan (M uhaminadan).J • *
Abul Hosain Ahmed, Mr* [Netrokona North (M uhammadan).J f 
Albul Quas%m, Maulvi. [Hooghly (M uhammadan).]
Acharyya Choudhury, M aharaja Sashi K anta,fof M uktagacha, Mymen-

• singh. (Dacca Landholders.) ' * .
Aftab All, Mr. (W ater Transport ifrade Union.)* •
Afraib Hossain Joardar,•M aulvi.'* [N&dia Bast (M uhammadan).] 
Ahmed Ali Enayetpuri, K*han Bahadur M aulana. [Jhenidah (Muham­

madan).] . w ,
. % ' «

Ahmed AlfrM ridha, Maulvi. [Goalundo (M uhammadan).]
Ahmed Hosain, Mr. [G aibandha Soitfh (M uhammadan).]
Ahmed Khan, Mr. *5yed. [Noakliali South (M uham|nadan).J 
Alfazuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [M idnapore (Muhajn- 

m adan).]
A m inuilah, Khan Sah'lb Maulvi. [Noakfiali Central (M uhammadan).]
Amir A li, Md., Mia. [Rajshrfihi South (M uhammadan).]
Anderson, Mr. J . P. [C alcutta and Suburbs (European).]
Anwarul Azim, Khan B ahadur, Md. [Chittagong South (Muham­

m adan).]
A ihraf Ali, Mr. M. [N ator (M uhammadan).]
Asimuddin Ahmed, Mr. [T ippera Central (M uhammadan).]
Au'lad Hossain Khan, Maulvi. [M anikganj East (M uhammadan).] 
Azahar Ali, Maulvi. [Pabna East (M uhammadan).]
Azizul Haque, the Ilo n ’ble Khan Bahadur M .f c .i .e . [N adia Weat 

(M uhammadan).]

ruI AlJHA'BE^ipAL LIST OP MEMtfEKS. *

B
* »«

Banerjee, Dr. Suresh Chandra. [Calcutta and Suburbs (Registered 
Factories).]

Banerji, Mr. P. [24-Parganas N orth-W est (General).}
B aierjee . Mr. Pram atha Nath.' [Burdwan N orth-W est (General). 1 
Banerjee, Mr. Sibnath. v [Howrah Registered Factories).] # ••



Bauerji,*Mr. Satya P riya. [R ajshahi (General).)

B&ftt A li, Mr. Mohammad. [Serajganj Central (M uhadlmadan).] 
B arm ^  Baby Pr^m hari. [D inajpur (General).]
Barma, Mr. P uspajit. #*[Rangpur (General).]
Barm an, B abu’Shyama Prosad. [D inajpur (General).]
Barm an, Babu U pendra NSth. [Jalpaiguri ovwfc Siliguri (G eneral).] 
Basil? Mr. Ja tin d fa  Jfath. [Calcutta North (General).]
Basil, Mr. Santosh Kumar. [Calcutta East (General).]
B ell-H art, Miss P . B. (A^iglo-Indian Constituency.)
Bhowmik. Dr. Gobinda Chandra. [M idnapore East (General).J • 
Birkm yre, Sir Henry, B art. [Hooghlv cdm Howrah (European).] 
Biswas, Babu Lakshnii Nar^yan. #[N adia (General).]
Biswas, *Mr. Rasik Lai. [Jessore (General).]
Biswas, Mr. Surendra N ath. •  [Faridpur*(Geyeral). ] •
Blomenstock, Mr. L. M? (Bengal Chamber of (^mimerce.^
Bose, Mr. Sarat Chandra. [Calcutta South (General).]
Brasher, Ikfr. F . C .# [Calcutta and Suburbs (European).]
Brown. Mr. A. O. (Calcutta and Suburb** (European).]

f  *ALP.feAPETIGAL LIST OF iEMBER§. to

C

Chakrabarty, Mr. Ja tind ra  N ath. [R angpur (General).]
Chakrabarty, Babu N arendra N aravan. [Bogra cum Pabna (General).] 
Chattopadhyay, Mr. H aripada. [N adia (General).]
Chippendale, Mr. J.*W . (A nglo-Indian.)
Chaudhuri, Rai Harendru Nath. ( ‘J4-Pargunas Municipal (General).] 
Clark, Mr. I . A. [Burdwan Division (European).]

• •

*
D

Das, Mr. Mahim Chandra. [Chittagong (G eneral).]• #
Das, Babu Radha N ath. •[H o o g h h  NnH}i-We*t (General).]
Das, Mr. Anukul Chandra. [24-Parganas North-W est (General).) 
Das, R ai Sahib K irit Bhusan. [M urshidabad (General).] 
l)as , Mr.#MonomoJjan. [Mymensingh East (General).]
Daip, Babu Debendr% N ath. [Birbbum (General), j

• •



x ALPHABETICAL LI8T (IF MEIf#E«8?
‘ ' C

ti^a Gupta, Mr. Khagendca N ath. [Jalpaiguri .c im  *Siliguri 
(Geneial .] 1 ■ #

Das Gtipta, Dr. J . M. [Calcutta Central (General).]* * •
Baa tyipttf, S riju t Narendra Nafth. [Bakarganj,South-W est (General).] 
Datta, Mr. Dhirendra Nath. [Tippera (General).]
J)olui, Mr. H arendra N ath. [Jhargram  cum G hatal (Qeneralf.] «
D utt, Mr. SukuAiar. [Hqoghly South-W est (GenerrfI)#] ‘ < i
D utta Gupta, Miss Mira. [Calcutta General (W omen).]
D utta Mazumdar, Mr. .Niharendu. (Barrackpore Registered Factories.)

i

'<
E

i

Edbar, Mr. Upendranath! [Bakarganj South-West (General).}
Em dad ill Haque, ,Kazi. [K urigram  Nortfy (Muhammadan VI

«
F

Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. M .( [Jang ipur (M uhammadan).]
F arha t Bano Khanam, Begum. [D acca/M uham m adan) W omen.]
F a z lu f  Huq, the Ilo n ’ble Mr. A. K. [Patuakhali North (Muham­

m adan).] *
Fazlul Qadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [C l/ttagong North-W eat

(Muhammadan). ]
Fazlur Rahman, Mr. [ Jam alpur East (M uhammadan).]
Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Dacca University.)
French, Mr. F. H. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.)

G

Ghose, Mr. Atul Krishna. [Jessore (General).]
Giasuddin Ahmed, Mr. [Jam alpur West (M uhammadan).]
Golam Sarwar Hosaini, Mr. Shah Syed. [Ram ganj cum R aipur

(M uhammadan).]
Gomes, Mr. S* A. [Dacca Division (Indian O hristian).]
Goswami, Mr. Tulsi Chandra. [Burdwan Division North M unicipal 

(General).]
Griffiths, Mr. C. (Anglo-Indian.) ‘ ,
GuAta, Mr. Jogesh Chandra. [Calcutta South Central (General).]

» •*



Q upta, ^£r. J.  N. [R ailw ay Trade Union ^Labour).] |
G urung, Mr. Damber Singh- (D arjeeling  (General).]
Gyaaftddin .Ahmed Choudhury, A l-H adj. [M adaripur East* (M ^haui- . 

m adan).] . •

H

H abibullah, the H on’ble Nawab B ahadur K ., of Dac<^ [Dacca 
Municipal (M uhammadan).] •• • 

Hafieuddin Chowdhury, Maulvi. . (Thakurgaon (M uhammadan), f  
H am iduddin AJbmad, Khan Sahib, [lushoreganj East (M uhaw -.

m adan).] • •  * • •
H am ilton, Mr. K. A. (Calcutta Trades Association.)
Hasan Ali Chowdhurf, Mr# Syed. [Tang^il N orth  (M uhammadan).] 
Hasanuzzaman, Maulvi Md. [T ippera Soutlj (Muhaiftmatlan).] 
Hashem Ali Khan, Khan A ahadur Maulvi. [Bakarganj North 

(M uhammadan).]
Hasina Murshed, M .B .E ., Mrs. [Calcutta (Muhammadan) W omen.] 
H atem ally Jam adar, Khan Sahib Maulvi. [P iro jpur South (Muham* 

jnadan).]
Hawkings, Mr. R. J . [European (Calcutta & Suburbs).]
Hendry, Mr. David. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.)
H irtzel, Mi. M. A. F. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.)

I

Ird is Ahmed Mia, Mr. [M alda South (M uhammadan).]
Ispahani, Mr. M. A. H. [Calcutta South (M uhammadan).]
• •

4

Ja laluddin  Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Cox’s Bazar (M uham­
m adan).] • #

Ja laluddin  Haahmey, Mr. Syed. [Satkhira (M uhammadan).]
Ja lan , Mr. I . D. [G eneral Constituency (Calcutta W est).]

•JasimueljHn Alimed, Mr. [24-Parganas South (M uhammadan).]
Jonab Ali M ajum dar, Maulvi. [Chandpur East (M uhammadan).}

AlIPHABETICAL? LtST 0^ MEMBEBp. xl



« ^ *
sii ALPHABETICAL LIST Of1 MEMBEBS.

KabijydcKo Khan, K han B ahadur M aulvi. fNetrokona' South £M\iham- 
m adan).] -  •

Kazem Ali Mirza, Sahibzada Kawan Jah  Syed. [M ursh'idabad South*
* W est (M uham m adan).] * • *
Kennedy, Mr. I . G. (Indian Ju te  Mifls Association)* * 1
K haitan , Tfr. Debi Prosad. (Indian Chamber of Commerce.)
Khan* Mr. Debendra Lall. [M idnapore C e n ta l (General).]
K um ar, Mr. Atul Chandra. [M alda (General).]
K undu, Mr. N ishitha Nath.'' [D inajpur (General).]

MacGregor, Mr. G. G. , [Ind ian  Tea Association.]
Mafizuddin Ahmed  ̂ Dr. [Bogra Norfk (M uhammadan).]
Mafizuddin Ahmed, Maulvi. [T ippera North (M uhammadan).] 
Mafizuddin Choudhury, Maulvi. [B alurghat (M uhammadan).] 
Maguire, Mr. L. T. /A nglo-Indian .) r,
M ahatab, M aharajkum ar IJday Chand. [Burdwan Central (G eneral).)
M ahtabuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [D inajpur Central 

W est (M uhammadan).] /
M aiti, Mr. N ikunja Behari. [M idnapore South-East (General).]
M aitra, Mr. Surendra Mohan. [N orth Bengal M unicipal (General).}
M aji, Mr. Adwaita Kumar. [Burdwan Central (G eneral).]
M ajum dar, Mrs. Hemaprova. [Dacca (General) W om en.]
Mai, Mr. Iswar Chandra. [M idnapore South-W est (General).]
M andal, Mr. Amrita Lai. | Mymensingh W est (General).]
M andal, Mr. Banku Behari. [Burdwan North-WeBt (General).}
M andal, Mr. B irat Chandra. [F aridpur (General).]
M andal, Air. Jag a t Chandra. [Tippera (General).]
M andal, Mr. Jogendra N ath. [Bakarganj North-East (General).]
M andal, M r.t Krishna Prasad. [M idnapore Central (General).]

c

M aniruddin Akhand, Maulvi. [R ajshahi North (M uhammadan).] 
Maniruzzamau Islam abadi, M aulana Md. [Chittagong South Central 

(M uhammadan).]
Mapbul Hosain, Mr. [T ippera N orth-East (Muhammadan).]* 
M arindin. Mr. F. J . [Chittagong Division (Eurvpean).]



Muud *Ali Khan Panni, Maulvi. [Tanga*il South (l|uhammadan)^
Mr. C. W . ^Indian Tea Association*.)  ̂ #

M illar, Mr. C. [Calcutta and*Suburbs (European). 1
* * • 

Mohammed*Ali, Khan Bahadur. [Bofcra W est (Muhammada»f. ] w 
Mohsin ifli, Mr.* M<f [MehdPpur (Muhammadan). 1 
Mgokerjee, Dr. Syamaprasad. (Calcutta University.)
Morg%n,*Mr. G* e.i.E. [Presidency Divisi^i (European).]
Moslem Ali Mollah, Maulvi. [Rajshahi Central (M uhammadan).] 
Mosammel Huq, Maulvi Md. [Bhola North •(Muhammadafi).] 
Muhammad Afssal, Khata Sahil) Maulvi Syed. [P iro jpun  North 

(M uhammadan).] •
Muhammad Ilbrahim, Maulvi. JN oakiiali North (M uhammadan).^ 
Muhammad Ishaque, Maulvi. [Bogra South (M uhammadan).] 
Muhammad ls ra il, Maulvi. [Kishoreganj So«th (M uhammadan).] 
Muhammad Siddique^ KhaS Bahadur *Dr. ■Syed. [Bajikui^ (Muham­

madan).] •
Muhammad Solaiman, Khan Sahib Maulv.. | Banackpoic Municipal 

(Miihammafcan).]
M'ukerji, Mr. Dhirendm Narayan. (liooghly Nortih-EaHt.)
Mukherjee, Mr. B. [Colliery (Coal Mines) (Labour).]
M ukherji, Dr. H. C. [Calcutta cum Presidency Division (Indian 

Christian).]
Mukherji, Dr. Sharaf. Chandra. [Birbhum (General).]
Mullick, the H on’ble Mr. Mukunda B ehan. [K hulna (General).] 
Mullick, Mr. Pulin Behary. [Howrah (General).]
Mullick, S riju t Ashutosh. [Bankura W est (General).]
Musharrutf Hossain* the H on’ble Nawab, Khan Bahadur. [Jalpai* 

guri cum D arjeeling (Muthammadan).]
MustagawBal Haque, Mr. Syed. [Bagerhat (M uhammadan).]
M ustafa All Dewan, Maulvi. [Brahm anbaria North (Muham­

madan).]

N

Nandy, the H on’ble M aharaja Sris Chandra, of Cossimbaear. 
(Presidency Landholders.)

.N asarullah , Nnwabiada K. [Brahm anbaria South (Muhammadan).J

ALPHABETICAL LIST OF kE&BERS. m



itaaker, Mr. H im  Chandra. [24-Parganas South-Eaat (Geneml).] 
Naueher Ali* Afr. Syed. (tfessore Sadar (M uham m adan).] 
Nazimuddin, the H on'ble Khwaja S i r , ' k .c .i.e . [C alcutta Nortli
* «g(M\lSiammadan).] * # •

Nooruddin, Mr. K. [Hooghly num Howrah ^Municipal * (M uham­
m adan).] t

Norton, Mr. II.«R . [(Calcutta Trades ^Association.} m

P
\

, Pain , Mr. Barada Prosanna. [Hooghly r vm  Howrah Municipal
• (General).] # ‘

Patton, Mr. W. C. [D arjeeling (European).] 
i

P au l, Sir H ari Sankar. (Bengal National Chainber of Commerce.) 
Pramanik,*Mr.* Tarinicfyaran. [M alda (General*).]

*

R

Rahm an, Khan B ahadur A. M. L. [Rajsfcahi Central (M uhammadan).]
Raikut, th« Ilon ’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb. [Ja lpaiguri ct/m Siliguri 

(General).]
Rajibuddin Tarafdar, Maulvi. [Bogra East (tyuham m adan).]
Ramizuddin Ahmed, Mr. [Tippera West (M uhammadan).]
Ray Choudhury, Mr. B irendra Kishore. [ Mymensingfa East 

(General).]
R asaur Rahm an K han, Mr. [Dacca South Central (M uhammadan).] 
Roy, Mr. Patiram . [K hulna (General).]
Roy, the Hou ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh. (Burdwan Landholders.) 
Roy, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar. (Rajahahi Landholders.)
Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. [Mymensingh W est (General).]
Roy, Mr. D hananjoy. [Dacca East (General).]
Roy, Mr. Kam alkrishna. [Bankura East (General).]
Roy, Mr. K iran Sankar. [Dacca W est (General).] #
Roy, Mr. Kishori P a ti. [Jhargram  cum  Ghatal (General).]
Roy, R ai B ahadur Kshirod Chandra. (Chittagong Landholders.)

Roy, Mr. M anmatha N ath. [Howrah (General).j 
Roty, Mi. I. B. (Indian M ining Association.)

Kiv t ALPHABETICAL LIST OJF MEMBERS.
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•

Sadaruddin Ahmed, Mr. [Bakarganj South (M uhammadan).]
Safiroddin Ahmed, H aji. [R angpur Nbrth (M uhammadan)?}
Salim, Mr.* S. A. * [Narayangfcnj North (M uhammadan).]
Sanfu llah , Dr. [Chittagotig N orth-East (M uhammadan).]
Sany^l, Dr. Nalijiakaha. [PresMency Divisign Municipal (General).]
Sanyal, Mr. Sasanka Sekhar. [Murshidalmd (General).]
Sarker, Babu Madhusudan. [Bogra cum Pabna (General).]*
Sarker, the H on’ble Mr. *Nalini Raujan. (Bengal National Chamber 

of Commerce.) |*
Sassoon, Mr. R . M. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.)
Sen, Babu Nagendra N ath. [K hulna (General).]
Sen, R ai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra. [ 24*Parganas South-East 

(General).] •  • *
Serajul Islam , Mr. [Bongaon (Muhammadan^. ]
Shahabnddin, Mr. Khwaja, c.b.*e. [N arayanganj South (Muham­

m adan).] 0 
ShaJhedali, Mr. [M atlabbazar (Muhammadan).]
Shamsuddin Ahmed. Mr. [K*isthia (M uhammadan).]
ShamsuSdin Ahmed K handkar, Mr. [Gopalganj (M uham m tdan).] 
Shamsul H uda, M aulana. [{Mymensingh South (M uhammadan).] 
Singha, Babu Kshetra N ath. [R angpur (General).]
Sinha, S riju t M aniudra Bhusan. [Bankura W est (General).]
Sirdar, Babu L itta  Mui;da. [Bengal Dooars (Western) Tea Garden 

Labour.]
Sm ith, Mr. H . B rabant. [R ajshahi Division (European).]
Steven, Mr. J .  W . R. [Dacca (European).]
Suhrawardy, the H on’ble Mr. H. S. [24-Parganas M unicipal

• ^(Muhammadan).]
Sur, Mr. H arendra Kumar. [Noakhali (General).]

T

Tamizuddin K hln , the H on’ble Mr. [F aridpur West (M uhammadan).] 
Tapuriah, R ai Bahadur Moongtu Lall. (M arwari Association.) 
Thakur, Mr. Prom atha R anjan. [F aridpur (G eneral).]
Tofel Alynpd C&oudhury, Maulvi Haji. [Bhola South (Muham­

m adan).] * 1

ALPHABETICAL LIST OF dEMfeER£| t



zvi I ALfHASETlfcAL LIST OF MEMBERS.

W
•

W aliur .Rahm an, Maulvi. [Jessore East (M uhammadan).] . 
Wallcer, Mr. W , A. M. (Indian Ju te  3^ills Asspciation.)
W arren, Mr. P . F . S. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 
W ordsworth, ^ r .  W . *C. (Bengal Chamber of Confmerce.)

Y
t

Yu*uf Ali Choudhury, Mr. [Faj-jdpur Elfct (M uhamuladan).]
T usuf Mirza. [24-Parganas Central (M uhammadan).] 
e

Z

Zahur Ahmed Choudhnry, Maulvi. [M alda North (Muhammada 
Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. [Hooghlv cum Serampore (Registered Facto] 

Labour.]



THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS*

(Official Report of the Fifth Suasion.)(

Vttmm LIV—No. 6.

Proceedings of the oengu legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of "the Government 6f India Act, 1935. *

• •
Thk A s s k m h l y  met .in the Assembly, Houn^, Calcutta, on Monday, 

the 17th April, 1939, 4-45# p.m. *

Present:

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul H iuuk, c.i .e.) 
in the (■hair, 9 Hon'hie Minister** and 190 member;*.

Obituary Reference.

Mr. 8PEAKER: Lad ies and gentlemen, I am sure the whole of
Bengal is mourning to-day the great railway disaster and the shock is 
reverberating through the hearths and homes of Bengal. As you know, 
early this morning there was a most serious collision between the North 
Bengal Express and fche ilacca.a Mail. It has not only affected many 
families but has also affected this House inasmuch as one of our esteemed 
members, Mr. Birendra Nath Mazumdar, Chairman of the Dacca 
Municipality, has lost his life as a result of the accident. Mr. M&jsuindur 
walfe a  man of genial and amiable disposition and, I am sure, his loss is 
a  great loss to us all and to this Assembly, to the Dacca public, as 
also to the municipality of Dacca. On an occasion like this it is very 
difficult to give full expression to our grief. Before I conclude, how­
ever, I  must express the concern of the House about the grave injury 
which has been received b y #Mr. Manoranjan Bannerjee, another of our 
members. As soon as I  got information, I took steps to send one of 
my officers to the Medical College Hospital who personally saw 
Mr. Banerjee and had a few words with him. The injuries a*e really 
serious but I  hopi and pray that he will recover. As a m atter of fa^t, 
I  am assured that Vis condition is satisfactory for, the time being and 
unless any complications develop, will take a ^better turn. We are
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really grieved to hear of i t  and pray to the Almighty for his speedy 
recovery and return in our midst. Op an occasion like this it is our 
<jutyf to rf^nvey our mournful message of sym pathy .to the bereaved 
fam il/ of Mr. Birendra Nath Mazumdar, but I  believe if  is also the 
unanimous wish of you all that we sh&iild express* our sincere oon- 
'dolence to all the families that may have suffered this disaster. I  
hope, ladies and gentlemen, you will^kindly rise jn*your seats as*an 
expression of sympathy. * • • *

(All ipembers having risen in their seats).
Thank you, ladies and gentlemen.
The ^occasion is really tragic a>nd we sfiould not proceed.with the 

discussion of such a controversial Subject as the Calcutta Municipal 
(Amendment) Bill to-(tev. I , |heref<>re, propose to ffdjourn the House 
now.

Adjournments

The House was then adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Tuesday, the 18th 
April, 1939, at the Assembly House, Calcutta.
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Ptoceedingi of the Bengal Legislative Assembly* assembled! 
under the provisions of the Government of India Ac|« 1036%

. • • #
The A ssembly met in tlie Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 

the 18th April, U>'W, at p.m.
$

Present:

Mi. Speaker (the Hon'file Khan Bahadur M. A/.i/vi. IIauuk, c j le .)  
in the Chair, 10 Hon’ble M inister! and 214 M e m b e r s .  *

STARRED QUESTIONS 
(to ^lich Aral antwm were given]

Fey for X-Ray examination in Daooa Mitford Hospital. 

•331. Maulvi MD. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURIl (a) Is the
H on’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and Medical Depart­
ment a^vare— # •

n) th a t the charge of X-liay examination in the Dacca Mitford 
Hospital is Rs. 1G;

(//) that 95 per cent, of the examination fee® is appropriated by the 
X -ltay Examiner of the hospital; and 

(in) that 5 per cent, only goes to ihe hospital fund?

(b) W ill the H on’ble Minisler be pleased to state—
(i) whether th£ X-ltay Examiner is a Government servant; and 
(??) the reasons for the appropriation by him of a portion of ths 

examination fees realised on account of examination in the
# hospital ?

(c) W ill the H on’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Gov­
ernment are considering the desirability of reducing th© charge for 
X-Ray exam ination?

•  •
MINISTER in charge’ of the PUBLIC HEALTH and MEDICAL 

DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) (o  The 
rates of fees charged in the departm ent of X-Ray and Electro- 
*herapeujics in #the Mitford Hospital and other State hospitals vary. 
A statem ent showing the scales of fees is laid on th* Library tablf.
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(u) and (Hi) The Radiologist gets 95 per cent, of the fees .realised 
•from  private patients, 5 per cent, being credited to “Government for tEe 

use. of machinery and consumption of current. Fees realised from 
hespitej i^ tien ts  are entirely credited to Government.

(b) The Radiologist is a Bengal Me&cal Service1 officer. He has 
the righ t of private practice and in accordance w ith the term s of 
appointment is entitled to the fees earned in private cases after netfes- 
•ary deduction made for the use of Government m aterials. * <

(c) Yes. F urther revision of the charges is under the consideration 
of Government. The Radiologist has been authorised to take reduced 
fees from private patients, provided fees p ^ a b le  to Government are 
calciflatecj and credited at the prescribed rates.

•  Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: W ili the H on’ble M inister be 
pleased to state whether the making of the X-Ray examination by the 
Radiologist in the Milford Hospital is considered to be his private 
practice ? ‘

The Hon’bl* Mr. TAMIZUDDltl KHAN: So far as hospital 
patients are concerned, the Radiologist cannot chUrge any fees for 
himself. All the fees that are charged are credited to the Government, 
but if private patients are examined In him he gets 95 per rent, of the 
lees. # *

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: W ill the H on'ble M inister be
pleased to state why he makes a differentiation in the X-Ray examina* 
tion between the persons admitted into the Mitford (Medical School) 
Hospital and the persons who come to that hospital for that purpose?

Mr. SPEAKER S I am afraid \ou  yourself have not been able to 
make any differentiation between the two. Y ou'w ant to know : why 
should there be this difference between the two kinds of patients?

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 do not think, Sis, th a t 
any differentiation is actually made. The Radiologist has been 
authorised Ho take reduced fees from private patients, in case he thinks 
it necessary and proper.

Maulvi A3DUL LATIF BI8WA8: W ill the H on’ble M inister be 
pleased to state whether he has given discretion to the Radiologist to 
say that this patient is a private patient and that patient a hospital 
patient?

♦
Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise.



Maulvi ABDUL LATIF. BISWAS; M̂ e submission ie^h is, Sir. In ^ 
his reply to questions (ii) and {tii) he says that the Radiologist get* 
96 per cent, of the fees realized from private patients even if they go
to the hospital for examination. The'object of my question i# \h is —
tha t even'if a patfent goes to ehe Medical School Hospital for the purpose 
of X-Ray examination wjiy should the Radiologist be allowed 96 pej 
ceftt. of the fees?

. •
The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUODIN KHAN: That is one of the condi­

tions of his appointment. •

v •
Last Bengal Civil 8ervife (Executive) Examination

•332. Rai Sahib KIR)T B HU SAM DAfe (a) W ill the H on’U  
M inister in charge of the Home (Appointment) Departm ent be pleasm 
to lay o*n the table a statem ent showing— •

(t) how many candidates appeared in tfie last Benfal (1vil Service 
(Executive) E xam ination; *

(ii) how many^of them have passed;
(in) how many of them have received appointments amongst—

(1) Caste Hindus, 
m (2) Scheduled Oasles, and

(3) Muslims; and 

(tv) the proportion of such appointments amongst them?

(b) W ill the H on’ble Minister be pleased to state—

(i) whether there is any fixed rule for such appointments; and 
(it) if so, whether the Government contemplate revision oi that 

Mile?

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwija Sir Nazimuddin): un -W.

(it) 217.
(tii) (1) 37.
(2) Three candidates belonged to the minority communities and 

backward classes of whom 2 were Scheduled Castes.
(3) 35.
(iv) Vide (Hi) above.
(h) (i) Yes, Jthere are rules governing the appointments to the Pro­

vincial Services. #
Jit) I  do not know to what rule my hon’ble friend refers.

I m.] 'QUESTIONS.^ *
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8J. NARfNDRA NATH DAS CUPTA: W ith reference to# answer
(a) ( n ) f will the H on’ble M inister be pkased to*state w hat was the 
basis of g iving appointments to these 37 Caste H indus, 3 minority 
wmirftnm es and 36 Muslims, out of the 217 candidates mentioned in 
Jm  previous answer P

• m w

The Hon’bleVhwaJa Sir NAZIMUtfOIN: Competitive examination.

•1, NftRENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA: W ere these appointments 
made iir the order of merit Y lk

c

• The Hon’ble Khwfija Sir, NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, subject to the 
reservation of percentages for the communities concerned.

•

8j. NAREJNDRA NATH 0A8 GUf*TA:<ln the order of merit 
among the respective com m unitiesY

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes

Mrr MONMOHAN DAS: Will the H on'hie M inister be pleased to 
state out ot 217, how man\ candidate* passed from the Scheduled 
Castes ?

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN I Apart from the two who
received appointments, there were no other Scheduled Castes candidates 
among the 217 who qualified.

National Electrification Scheme. 

*333. Mr. JATINDRA NATH CHAKRAVARTY: (a) Is the
H on’hie M inister in charge of the Commerce and lab o u r Departm ent 
aware thaWthc Hon’hle the Finance M inister in the course of a discus­
sion declared in the Assembly in September, lf)37, that a National 
Electrification Scheme was under preparation?

(ft) I f  the, answer to (a) is in the affirmative, wi^l the H on’ble 
Minister be pleased to lay on the table a copj of the scheme?

(r) If no scheme has W u  prepared, will the H on’ble M inister be 
pleased to state—

<(/) when the scheme will m aterialise; and 
(it) when will it be put into operation Y



w
QUESTIONS. 7

' MINUTER in charge of th« GOfclMEROE Md LABOUR 
DEPARTMENT (tlje Hon'blt Mr. H. •». »tftirtw»riy)'. (a) No,
] am unable to trace any such .statement by the H on’ble the Finanoe 
Minister. »

(6) Does not .arise. ^
(c) For the information of the House I  may state that an investiga­

tion by a special officer is now in progress ai\d his report ia expectld 
to be deceived shftrfly by Government. • *

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the H obble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he can tyice the statement by himself on the# subject 
in which he *said that the question, of nationalisation of electrification 
schemes would be undertaken b y h i s  (rotem inent next year?

Mr.«8PEAKER: That question does not arise here.

Two bunds in kotw ali polio»«tation in, Dinojpuf district.

*334. .Mr. N I£HITH A  N*ATH KUNDU • (a) Is the H ou’ble
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) 
Department aware—

(i) that several hundred tenan ts  of villages. Hussainpur, Abodpur, 
Sudra, etc., in police-station Kotwali, Gaiifi&ranfpur in 
Dinajpur, applied for repairs of two hands existing from a 
long time; and

{it) that breaches in thehe hunds art* devastating every year an area 
of alwuit 50 square miles!"

(b) If the answer to (a) in in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
M inister be pleased*to state what steps, if any, do the Government 
propose to take to prevent damages caused to the tenants and failure 
of crops in the area?
• (c^ Are the Government considering the desirability of taking imme­

diate steps for the repair of the bunds?
(d) If  the answer to (c) is in the negative, will the H on’ble Minister 

be pleased to state the reasons thereof?
(e) Is it a fact that two Overseers were deputed separately by turn

to survey the Reaches in the two bunds? ,
(J) I f  the answer to (e) is in the affirmative, will the H on’ble 

M inister be pleased to state —

, (t) .what a*& their reports; and
(ti) what was* the amount of the estimated cost for the repaii%?



(g) W ill the H on’ble M&ister be pleased to state the am ouat so far 
spent for -irrigation or construction or repair of bunds in the district «of 
D inajpur?

* MMil'tfTER in oharga of tf» COMMUNICATIONS arid, WORKS 
DEPARTMENT: (the Hon’bls MthuVja Srisohandra Nandy, of 

'Cossimbazar)S (a) (i) Two petitions were handed over to me last $ear 
by the hon’ble memher*himself. f,

(ii) I  am informed that a total area of about 31 square miles is open 
to the spill action of the river Punarbhaba through breaches in the 
bundSf * (

(b) to (d) Government are not .responsible for the maintenance of 
private tivndx, and enlightened opinion is that such bunds do more harm 
than good. 0 , • •

The hon’ble member has already been informed that the restoration 
of the bunds will not ohly deprive the areas behjnd them of the benefit 
of free flu^hin^ but will also bring ruin Vo th^« river Purnabhaba by 
depriving it of its sj,>ill areas which should, therefore, be kept 
unobstructed to the greatest possible extent.

(e) A preliminary enquiry was made by two Overseers of*the Malda
Section. The areas were also inspected by the Superintending Engineer, 
South-Western Circle, accompanied by the Executive Engineer, Nadia 
Rivers^ Division. 1

(f) Does not arise in view of my reply to (b), (c) and (d).
(g) No irrigation schemes have been executed and no bunds have 

been constructed or maintained by Government in the district.

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU : Does the Hon’ble Minister know 
that of the two bunds one running by the west of the river Purnabava 
is recorded in the settlement record as an Imperial road?

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar:
Sir, I am not aware of that. t r

Mr. NNHITHA NATH KUNDU: The Hon’ble Minister has not 
replied to m\  question {b) winch is ‘‘if the answer to (a) is in the 
affirmative, will the H on’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps, 
if any, do flip Government propose to take to prevent ttamages caused 
to the tenants and failure of crops in the area" ?

Mr. 8PEAKER: Government do not propose to <iake any steps. 
Th^f is the meaning of the answer given. 1

8 QUESTIONS. [18 th  A p r il ,



Mf* MI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: So, |re we to take th a t Govern­
m ent will keep silen i over the m atter even if it  admits tha t 31 squar* 
miles of area are being devastated by floods every year P

In  view 6f answ er^(^) that "no irrigation schemes have*^>een 
executed and no bunds have bfen constructed or maintained by Govern­
m ent in the d istric t” , wi]J it  be possible for the H on’ble M inister to# 
v isit the area and formulate scl^mes for irrigtftion puiposesP

• • • •
Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a request for direct action.

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon’ble M inister 
consider the desirability of visiting the area in order to cRalk out 
irrigational schenTes for thaj area*v

•

The W b le  Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NAUDY, of Cossimbazarr
I  may inform the honourabfc* member that ^tlong wfth othej* districts 
we have got a list of irrigational schemes for# thin particular d istric t 
which are being examined by th ^  department.

• •
Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: W hen can we expect these 

schemes to be prepared ?

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 think you are already tired of asking this 
question.

Appointment of Jute Overseers.

*335. Mr. DHANANJOY ROY: (V/) W ill the Hon'hie M inister in 
charge of the A griculture and Veterinary Department be pleased to 
state—

(i) the total number of Ovei seers for the Indian (Vntral .hit*' (Com­
mittee appointed by tlie Director of Agii< ulture in the year 
1937-38 with a statement of their respective qualifications;

(it) how many of them are Taste Hindus, Muslims and •Scheduled 
Castes; and

(tit) how many candidates applied for the post of Overseers from the 
members of the Scheduled Castes with a sta tenan t of their 
respective qualifications;

(b) Is there any appointment from the members of the Scheduled
Qastes? . *

(c) I f  not, why* not P

l$a$.] QUESTIONS. *



MINISTER in oltait* (Jf Uw AGRICULTURE and VETEJtlNARY 
DEPARTMENT (th« Hon’bl* Mr. tamizuMin Khut): (a) \i)
Fifteen. A statem ent of their qualiflbations is placed on the table.

• (&> CaSte Hindus ... 7
Muslims ... 8

Scheduled Caste t ... Nil e
0 , ‘ ^

(Hi) The appointments were made partly  from tR e‘meritorious passed
students of Dacca A gricultural School and partly  by promotion of senior
and efficient A gricultural Demonstrators. The question of application
from? outside candidates, therefore, does not arise.

Th) Fo. .

(c) There was no suitable Scheduled Castes man available either 
from the passed students of th6 Dacca A gricultural School or from the 
perm anent A gricultural Demonstrators for promotion. ,,

Statement  re f i r  red to in the reply to clause (a) (i) to starred question
No. 335, showing the qualifi,ca\ion8 of the Jute Overseers.

(1) Babu P rith i R anjan Bhowmic— M atriculate; passed from the
Secondary A gricultural School, Dacca, in the first division.

(2) Maulvi Momtaznddin Ahmad— M atriculate; stood first in the first
division among the successful candidates of the Secondary Agri­
cultural School, Dacca, 193G.

(3) Babu Pramuthu llanjan  Guha—M atricu late; passed from the
Secondary A gricultural School, Dacca, in the first division.

(4) Babu Sukhendu Bikash D u tta~ B .S c . ; proved efficient in Crop
(Census work.

(5) Babu Katiti Prosad Mukherjee— Passed I.Sc. ; passed from the
Dacca A gricultural School in the first division.

((>) Babu Ganga Prosad Mukherjee—Retrenched Overseer in Class I I  
of the Subordinate A gricultural Service.

(7) Maulvi Md. Ismail Hussain—Retrenched Overseer in G lass’l l
of the Subordinate A gricultural Service.

(8) Babu Saila R anjan Chanda—Plucked I.S c .; passed from the Dacca
A gricultural School.

(9) Maulv^ Md. Hussain Ali Sarkar—Read up to I^A .; passed from
the Dacca A gricultural School in thv first division.

(10) Maulvi Md. Abdul Hakim— Passed Refresher course; promoted 
from Senior Demonstrators,

(1J) Maulvi H aji Aiuinuddin Mian—Passed Refresher course; promoted 
from Senior Demonstrators.

30 QUESTIONS. [ 18t h  A n a ,
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( 1 ^  M aulvi Monowar Ali—Passed Refresh ̂  courae; promoted from

Senior Demonstrators.
•

(13) M aulvi #M atiur Rahman Khan— Passed from Secondary ^gri-^
cultural Schpol ;• promoted from Dem onstrators’ Grade. #

(14) Maulvi Moberak Ali—Passed Refresher course; promoted from
Demonstrators’ Grade. .  • .

• • • * #
(15) Babu Gopesh Chandra Roy Choudhury—Passed Refresher course;

promoted from Demonstrators’ Grade.

• •
Mr. MONMOHAN DA8: W ith ‘reference to answer (c), .w ill‘the4 • .f io n ’ble M inister,be pleased to state how many candidates from the

Scheduled Caste* applied for the*posts»of dem onstrator? 
t

The Hon’ble Mr. TWMI^UDDIN KHAN: It apiieaiN that no out­
side applications were*ealled tor, and 1 do *nol think J ia t ^hose who 
were already under employment ypplied at all.*

Recruitment to Bengal Excise Service.

*33€(, Mr. MD. BARAT ftL I : («) W ill the* flon’ble M inister in 
charge of the Forest and Excise Department be pleased to state whether 
there is a rule repardinp lecruitment to Provincial Services which came 
into force in 1930 that no person whose ape on promotion exceeds 40 
years shall be appointed by promotion to any Provincial ServiceP

(b) I f  the answer to («) is in the affirmative, " i l l  the H on’ble
M inister 1h» pleased to lay on the table a copy of the ruleP

(c) Does the rule Apply to the Renpal Excise Service-'

id) If the answer to (r) is in the affirmative, will the H on’ble
M inister be pleased to state—

 ̂ • « * •
(i) whether the rub* is hemp observed in filling up vacancies by 

prom otion; and 
(it) if not, what are the reasons?

(e) W ill the H on’ble Minister be pleased to state—

(i) the number of vacancies in the Bengal Excise Service (Senior) 
since 1930;

(tt) the number filled up by direct recruitm ent;
* (tit) tiie num bej filled up by prom otion; and

( tv)  what was the^a^e of each officer on the date of iinok premotion?

I
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MINISTER in charge of the FOREST *nd EXCISE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Prasaitna Dab Raikut): (a) Yee.

£6) A#copy of the rule is placed on the table.

(c) Yes.

(d), (i) Yes, generally. Exceptions are made on\y in special Cft&es.
• %(ii) Does not arise. •

(e) (j> 5.

(It). 3.

(m )«l.

(tv) About 48 year*

Rule referred'to m  the^ reply to clause (b) of starred question No. 336.
The Bengal P rovincial SkrVu ks R ecruitment R ules.

t •

V. (2) (b) Subject to the following exceptions no person shall be 
appointed by promotion to any Provincial Service whose ag'e, on 
promotion, exceeds 40 years. **

<

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the H on’ble M inister 
realise that if the rule is not strictly followed, it will affect the officers 
who are below the age of 40 years ?

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a m atter of opinion.

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir. the rule says tha t only 
those persons who are below the age of 40 will be promoted. So if 
persons above that age are promoted, the cases of those under 40  * ill 
not come up for consideration before they are age-barred.

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a question of argument.

r f
Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: W ith reference to answer (b),  

will the H on’ble M inister be pleased to state what are the exceptions 
stated in the ruleF

t *
Mr. SPEAKER: I think you can find it out in the book.

i



QUESTIONS. 

Rate of land revenue in

13

*S37< Maulvi ABDUL H A K lM : W ill the H ou’ble M inister in 
charge of thfi Revenue D epartm ent be pleased to state from* the* 'last*  
cadastral Burvey settlement records—

4a) the nam e^and  nuihbers as recorded, of #all the revenue-paying 0
# • estates or* taxuis (incRtding khas r^ahals) iu#the district of 

B urdw an;

(6) the average rate of land revenue per a<;re for arable *reas in 
each such estatf or taiizi ; and •• •

(c) the average rate of rent of tenants payable for arable ^reatf in
each estate or tauzi?0

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasafl Singh Roy): (a) The Collector‘has furnished 
a  list of over 7,000 t<mzis which 1 have itf the House# with me and 
which may be seen by any hon’ble member who wishes to do so, I do 
not think th a t the expense to Government of printing this list would 
be justified.® •

(6) and (c) As land revenue or rent is fixed for an entire estate or 
tenancy covering arable and all other kinds of land, no figures showing 
the ir r a ^ s  separately for arabl * areas are available*.

Excise shops in Dacca district.

*338. Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: (a) W ith reference to the state­
ment laid on the table in reply to clause in) (n) of starred question 
No. 162 on the 24th August, 1M8, is the H on’ble Minister in charge of 
the Forest and Excise Department aware that the number <>l shops of 
foreign liquors, country spirit, opium, tjanja bhutuj, rharttn, toddy and 
pachwai  settled with the Mussalmaus i* small in comparison with 
their population basis?

(b) I f  the answer to (ai is in the affirmative, will the H on’ble
M inister be pleased to state the reasons? ,

(c) Is it a fact tha t deserving Muslim candidates for all kinds of 
excise shops are available at the present tim e?

(d) I f  the aiftwer to (r^ is in the affirmative, what are* the reasons* 
lo r not vending more excise shops with the Mussalmans?

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of issuing a 
c ircular letter t<̂  all the officers concerned in the districts for settling 
shops witk the Mu*»alrnnn« and fiximr a nercentage according to tl^eir 
population basis?
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The pon’bla Mr. PRA$ANNA DEB RAIKUT: («) Yes. ‘
(b) Muslims in the past have not presented themselves as candidates 

for excise shops in any considerable ntimber.
The question whether frhere are deserving Muslim /?andirfates or 

not is a relative one and is considered wjjen a vacancy occurs.
(d) Does not arise.

«*(e) No. Experience has shown tka t Muslims edo not want shops 
associated with liquor or pachwai. T an  shops are settled by ailction. 
On account of the fixed-fee system very few vacancies occur each year 
for settlement with new vendors. The applications of Muslim candi­
dates f/jr settlement of shops will receive proper consideration in future.

Maulvi ABDUL LATI* BISWA8: W ith reference to answer (c), 
frill the H on’ble M inister b e ‘pleased to state the reasons wh\ their 
applications were not considered before r'

Mr. SPEAKER: T hat1 question has aFready, been answered.

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: W ^l the H on’ble M inister be pleased 
to consider the desirability of inviting application^ from Muslims and 
m aintaining an approved panel of intending licensees:'

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a request fcr action.
1

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon ble M inister be 
pleased to state wThether Muslim candidates for licences are increasing 
day by day Y

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise.

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: W ith reference to answer (c), 
will the H on’ble M inister be pleased to state whether he is going to 
settle shops according to the basis of the population of the Muham­
madan community or on the b a s i s  of  the people addicted to drinking?

Mr. SPEAKER: That quest ion does not arise.

Monipur Agricultural Farm, Daoca.

*339. Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: (a) W ill the Hou’ble M inister in 
charge of the A griculture Department be pleased to state—

(?) the arable area in acres in the Monipur A gricultural Farm  at 
Dacca; and

(it) the kinds of crops grown in the aforesaid farm during a whole 
agricultural (financial) year?



^(6) W ill the H on’ble M inister be please^io lay on the table a state- 
m eat showing, veaf by year, for the years 1935-36, 1536-37, and 
1937-38—

(?) the gross income from all crops‘grown in the farm ;**  • •  •
(a) the cost of productio/f excluding the expenditure of pay of 

officers and offiw establishment;
Oil )# the area qf 4he farm in ^vhich jute was grown f 
{in  the quantity of jute produced in this area;
(r) the area of the farm in which padd\ (fyoth iimaii aitd **»/>) was

grown ; and I
(\n) the quantity of paddy produced in the said area?

• •
(c) W ill the H on’ble MinUtcr,be pleased to  ̂state—

(i) whether manure was used in each yearM uring the years 1935-30, 
1930-37 am^ 1937-38 in tin* aforesaid farm for the cultiva­
tion of bot^ jute*and paddy Yrop# ; #

(it) if so, what sort of manure was used; •
(Hi) wh^t was tjie cost of manure in each year;
(i r ) whether sugarcane was grown in the said farm ;
(v) what was the gross yield and s»1e-proceeds of the sugarcane in

each year; « #
(vi) what was the area of the sugarcane cultivation; and*

(vi i) the cost of production in each of the said years?

(d) W hat is the nature of the arable land in the aforesaid fartn, i.e., 
whether mainland or rlutr (riparian) land?

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) m  244 01 acres.
(ii) An*, padd\, transplanted airunt paddy, maize, joar, napier grass, 

guinea grass, jute, sugarcane, tobacco, cowpea, flax, linseed, mustard, 
arahar, cotton, rhea, agava, altissima, English vegetables, cauliflower, 
cabbage, peas and tomato

(bj  A statement is laid on the table.
(c) (?) Manures were used all the 3 years for jute but not, for paddy. 

The la tter crop depends for m anuring on the residual value of manures 
applied to jute and other crops in the rotation.

(it) Farm yafd manure, lime, bonemeal and muriate of ^potash. '

Rs. a. p.
(m ) 1936-36 ... ... 400 1 «

#1936-3t ... ... 269 5 9
1937-38 * ... ... 378 8 0
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(w) Sugarcane was grojm for experimental purposes.
(v) to (vii) A statement is laid on the table.

Stiff clay soil of lateritis origin typical of Madhupnr Garfi area.

Statement referred to in the reply to danse (b) td starred question No. 339s 
1 ‘ ''

(») The gross inoome from all crops grown in the farm—
Rs. a. p.« * 

1035-36 .. .f, .. 16,165 0 3
1936-37 ..1 6 ,5 2 5  9 0
1937*38 .. .. 20,113 7 3

.c '■ .« c • '(it) The cost of production excluding the expenditure of pay
of officers and office establishment—

1935-36 .. * .. .. 6,490 4 3
1936-37 1 .. 9,459 10 0
1937-38 ' .. * .. .. 8,057 9 6

( h i ) The area of the farm in which jute was grown—
Acres.

1935-36 .. 8 26
19K6-37 .. f .. .5-60
1937-38 .. .. .. 5-50

16 QUESTION'S. [18™ AniL,

(tv) The quantity of jute produced in this area-
Lbs.

Yield—
1935-36 .. 6,727
1936-37 .. 4,875
1937-38 .. .. .. 6,301

(v) The area of the farm in which paddy (both aman and aus) 
was grown—

Aus.  t4man.

1935-36 .. .. 21 19 29-38
1936-37* .. 40 16 49-81
1937-38 ..  ..  34 19 44*65

\{?*) The quantity of paddy produced in the said area—

Aus. Aman .
Mds. are. Mds. srs.

1935-36 .. 301 12 237 33
1936*37 .. 696 26 ,1,528 5*
'*93?-38 ..  .. 488 8 870 0
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^Statement referred to in the rqply to clauses (r)i(t') to (vii) to starved Question
Xo. 339.

(c) The gross yield and sale-proceeds of the Sugarcane in each * * • • *'
year—

XWd-
19J5-36—

Cuttings .. .. .. 140,890 Nos.
Our .. . .  . . 47,909 lbs.

1936-37— * •
Cuttings ..  . .  .. 303,350 Nos.
Our ..  33,081 lbs.

1937-38— • # ,
Cuttings .. . .  .. 144,744 Noh.
Gktr ■ • « • * 51,417 lbs.

Value of al>ove— • •
• Rh. a. p.

1935-30 • . . . .  * . . 2,470 2 9
193ft-37 ■ . . . . 2,100 14 3
1937-3h* .. .. 3,202 15 i»

(vi) The area of sugarcane cultivation-

(vii) The cost of production in each vear-

Acres

193o-30 .. • 8-33
1936-37 ..  11 00
1937-38 .. .. 9 *Sr»

Rs. a.

1935-30 . . . .  2,957 4 3
1930-37 ..  2,514 1 0
1937-38 . . . 3,3.50 1 9

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the H on’ble M inister be 
pleased to state how the English vegetables, cauliflowers, cabbage and 
tomato were consumed, whether there were an\ *ale-procee«ls or the 
European manager* consumed them!'

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise, and you are at liberty 
to surmise. # # —*

• •

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: W ith reference to the statem ent 
in  paragraph ( r ) ,  >vill the H on’ble M inister be pleased to state 
w hether Governlnent would encourage this sort of experiment by which 
the cost of producfion of a crop is higher than the value of its yielcf?
3 •



The Ijon’ble Mr. TAM^EUDDIN KHAN: My frieud forgets that
this is after *all an experiment.

„ D/-; N4LINAK8HA 8ANY/VL: W ill the H on'ble M inister be
pleased to state what are the differences and ckarapteristics of rhea, 
agava and altissim a?

I

Mr. 8PEAKt:R: That,question doA not arise. * ,

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: W ith reference to items (/) and
(ii) of the statement, which relate to gross income and cost of produc­
tion, will the H on’ble M inister be pleased to state what -is the cost of 
production including the paj of offio?rs and office establishm ent?

• •
The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I want notice, Sir. 

< 8ub-Treasury’Officers and Treasury* Poddars.

•340. Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: (a) W ill the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Finance* Departm ent be pleased to lay on the table a state­
ment showing for the present time the total number of—

(?) Sub-Treasury Officers (Hindu* and Muhammadans separately); 
, and

(/?) Treasury Poddars (H indus and Muhammadans separately)?

(h) Are the Government, considering the desirability of separating 
the functions of the Head Clerks of the Suhriivisional Officers from those 
of the Sub-Treasurers of stations like M adaripur?

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of increasing 
the pay of Poddars? ,

MINI8TER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr, Nalini Ranjan 8arker): {a) ( n  consisting at present 
of 41 Hindu and 18 Muhammadan officers. The proportion is, hoVeveV, 
changing constantly with transfer of officers from one station to 
another.

(/V) 109 HinduB and 9 Muhammadans, besides a hillm an.
(M and (c) No. ,

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: W ith reference to answer (a)
(11), will the H on'ble M inister be pleased to state whether he is pre­
pared to consider the desirability of increasing the number of Muslin 
I’oAdmP
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The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RAN JAlisARKER: Thjtt im not my
de^wrtment, SiT. •

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: \VH1 the H.m'ble Mto!st«r» b<r 
p l e a s e d  t o  s t a t e  w h o  a f > p o i n t s ^ t i e s e  P o i l < W > ?

The Hon’ble Mr. NAL*INI R#ANJAN 8ARKER : T^e Collector.
# • * * •

Representation by persons of Bhitarbund Union, Rangpur, .for non- 
acceptance^ rents by oertain zemindars. •• •

*341. Kazi EMDADUL HAQyfe : the Hon’hit* Minister in
charge of tlu* Revenue Department aware thijf representations ly  
several persons of Bhitarbund Union in*the Kjirigram subdivision were 
addressed to the District M agistrate of Ratigpiif, Divisional Commis­
sioner <»f Rajshahi and «>ther executive authorities conrerned, complain­
ing about the refusal of certain landlords of fhe locality do a<^*ept rents 
with an interest of one anna and .cess half an atnia per rupee?

(b) If  t|^e answer to (//> is in the affirmative, what action, if any, 
has been taken in the mat ter?

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: («> Nn
(b) Boes not arise.

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Will the H on’ble M iniver 1* pleased 
to ?,tate whether an\ verbal complaint was made to the officers con­
cerned by the persons who submitted the representations?

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: I ask for notice. 

Reduction of rents in khas mahaJs particularly in the Noabad taluks in 
Chittagong.

• •
*342. Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: (a) W ill the H on’ble M inister in 

charge of the Revenue Department be pleused to state whether any 
reductions were made in the rents payable by tenants in any kha* 
maha l f  in this province es[>eciallv in the Noabad taluk# in the district 
of Chittagong, during the present economic crisis? * "

(b) If  the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the H on’ble 
M inister be pleased to state whether the reductions of any perm anent 
nature, i.e., reductions in the rates of rent annually payable by tenants 
wfcre mad* in any khas mtthah especially in the said Noabad taluks j n  
the district of C hittagong?
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(c) I f 'su c h  reductions l iv e  been made; will the H on’ble M inister 
in charge be pleased to state at what percentage the rates of rent weire 
so reduced ?

>• , •*<
The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD SJJ4CH ROY: (a) The rents of 

certain Noabad taluku and holdings of Chittagong fixed during the last 
revisional settlement operations were reduced in pa ititu la r cases wkere 
they were considered to *be too high. There wa.f uo reduction, else­
where.

(b) The reductions , of rents in the Noabad taluks and holdings 
referred to in (a) above were of a permanent nature .

(c) The reductions were not made on any percentage* basis, but in 
accordance with the merits of eaehr case.
« , , , '

Percentage of Muslims in Bengal Engineering Services.

•343. Mr.* FAZLUR RAHMAN: (a) Is the H on’ble Minister in 
charge of the Communications and W orks Department aware that the 
Muslims bear a low percentage to the total number of otijceis in the 
Bengal Engineering Services?

(b) I f  the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of taking stk*ps for the increase of Muslim 
percentage in those services?

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar:
(a) and {b) Yes.

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon hie Minister be
pleas-ed to stat<* if it is a fact, with reference to answer (a), that the 
low |KTcentage of Muslims there is due to tlie v.?ry low percentage of 
Muslim passes as science graduates and engineering graduates?

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar:
That was one of the reasons.

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the H on’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the Government is considering the desirability, with 

'  inference to answer (6), of maintaining a proportionate percentage of 
appointments, as between the different communities in proportion, to 
the percentage of passes as engineering graduates?

JO QUESTIONS.* [ 18t h  April,

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY; of Cossimbazar:
No, Sir.
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Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will { the H on’ble Mipister be 
pteased to state if .it is a fact that Government is considering the 
desirability of importing noa-Bengali Muslims from outside the 
province to raise up the percentage ? ,

Mr. SPEAKER: How. does that question arise?

• •
Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL. In answer to question (M, which 

asks whether Government is considering the desirability of taking 
steps for the increase of Muslim percentage, the Ilon ’ble Minister said 
“ yes” , and l.w ant to kmtw whether it is a fact that Government i» 
considering the desirability of im porting—

'Mr. SPEAKER: V)  ease put \ou r q ue s t  i<yi in a correct form.

Dr. NALINAK8H^ SANYAL: AN ri^ht, Sir.* My question is: 
what steps Government U contemplating in tins connection?

The Hdn’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazart
To appoint more Muslims.

Dr.# NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the •Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a tad  that Government has fixed a n / minimum 
qualification for these technical p o s t s ?

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar:
Yes, Sir; it is already there.

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If there is a fixed minimum
qualification, vs ill Government be pleased to state how it proposes to 
ircreaso th<* number ot Muslims when the\ are not available in the 
province? (C res ot “ Many are available” from the Coalition 
H unches.)

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazari
I think, Sir, matters are improving.

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Is the Hon'’hie Minister aw r  
ihat there are many Musfim onginwr* who have passed out of the 
engineering college and who are out of employment at the present 
moment ?
.

Mr. SPEAKEFf: That question does not arise.
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Maulvi ABDUL LATIfJ BISWAS: W ill the H on’ble M inister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that no.M uslim  engineers, o u t'o f  
those who applied for appointm ent, have got any appointm ent? (Babu 

N a t h  S e n :  Simply because they are not quali$ed!)

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar:
I  am aware thaj increased number of l^fuslims are no^ taking engineer­
ing <ourses nowadays and thereby qualifying thenlseflves for appoint­
ment in the engineering departm ent.

*
MV. .A BD U L WAHAB KHAN: Wil] «the H on’ble M inister be 

pleased Jo state whether he has bevn informed by menlbers of this 
House that there are nine Muslim graduates of the Sibpur Engineering 
(Xdlege, who are sitting idle fry want of employment?

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not ari,^.
< , ' t

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Sjr, my question was whether the 
H on’ble M inister has been informed-----L

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry 1 have to tell \ou  that this House is
not the place where you can ventilate the grievances of individual 
candidates in this wa \ . You may ask ^‘or information. I hojne you 
realise that the purpose of putting  supplementary questions is to elicit 
information. You could have asked for information generally; that is 
a different question: but to say “ 1 have got information from another 
•ource” and to ask the H on’ble M inister whether it is within his 
knowledge as  to how main graduates are out of employment is not the 
correct form of pu tting  a supplementary question.

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: 1 did not sa>‘ that, Sir.

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the H on’ble M inister be 
pleased to give the total number of qualified engineers both aijionget 
H indus and Muhammadans and the total number of appointments in 
the respective communities?

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar:
' l  cAn’t givt» ?n answer off-hand c

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: My question is whether the 
H on’ble M inister has received the representation that was made?

< «
Mr. SPEAKER: How does that question arise?
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Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: It I arises in thi§ way, Sir, 
—̂ because there is a Mow percentage of Muslim appointments and there 
are so many qualified Muslim citndidates sitting  idle.

• ^

Mr. 8PEAKER: *fr. A l^ul W ahab Khan, I am afraid this is not 
h party  meeting (laughter) in which you can discuss such m atters. 
Question (b) rums thus: *“ If the answer to (^) is in the affirmative, 
a re  tji# G overnm tnf considering the desirability of taking steps for the 
increase ...” Now Government says “ Y e s /’ So, how does your 
question arise out of this ?

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB* KH AN: Is the Hon 'hie M inister in a posi­
tion to say whether he has got this information!'—that \vas my 
question. •

Mr. SPEAKER: How does that question arwte?
• . •

Maulvi ABDUL LfcTIF BISWAS: In view of tlit* answer given 
by the H on’ble Minister that the low percentage of Muslim officers in 
the Engineering Dgpu rlment is due, amongst many, to one of the facts, 
namely, that there is a dearth of Muslim engineers—with reference to 
that answer will the Hon'ble Minister Ive pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that the nine Muslim U.K.'s represented to him that they were 
not getjing  any appointment ?

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar:
As 1 have already stated, Sir, that was one of the reasons at the time 
when these appointments were made. The position mu\ have altered 
in the meantime.

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the H on’ble Minister be
pleased to state whether the present Government has done anything to 
increase the number of Muslim officers in the Kngin<*ering D epartm ent?

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar:
T&at depends on the number of vacancies which will occur.

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: W ill the H on’ble M inister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that, on account of the dearth of suitable 
candidates in this province, Mr. Hakim Ali, an engineer of the North -_  
W estern F rontier Province, was imported to hold the post T>f Principal, 
Asanullah School of Engineering, Daoca?

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. I  hope you will 
remember that theyt appointment relates to the Education Departnflptit 
and not to the Communication and Works Departm ent,



Mr. ABQUL WAHAB IrfHAN * You are suffering from a phobia!
• * 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL" Exorcise us of it.
* r

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAW APDY: «Forgive him for his
ignorance! (L au g h te r.)

Mr. SPEAKER: I)r.‘ Sanyal and Mr. Ahdul fraTiab K han,‘ may I
appeal to you both to go and have your talk outside?

« (

Mr. • RA8IK LAL BI8WA8, cdT*wrre BERKS* fa percentage
demand § $T?R ‘iTOfrT o*14l

recruitment F3TO to R  fa st?«. « t • **

The Hon’ble Mahajaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 
I don’t think that,is possible. , 

* . ' 4 

Distress of the ftoo^strioken people of char areas in several unions in 
Mymensingh. 

*344. Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN (Mymensingh): ,a) Is the Hon hie
M inister in charge ot the llevenue Department aware— «.

(1) tha t distress amongst the flood-stucken people is .still prevailing 
in the char areas such as southern pait of Kowha Union, 
Betmari Union (whole), Balairchar Union (whole), pait oi 
Pakshiniaii Union, pail of Kamarerchai Union, Ilarm dhara 
oi police-station Shcrpur and Chai Basuralgi ( 'bar Madhua- 
namapara and Dadhirainerchai ol Nakhla police-station of 
Jam alpur sulnlivision ( M ym ensingh) and;

{ii) that the cultivators are without seeds for the next harvests

(b) If the answei to uj) is in the affirmative, aie the Government 
considering the desirability of advancing further agricultural lpuns*to 
the people of those areas?

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: <«) No.
(b) Does not arise.

‘ , *

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: W ith reference to answer 
“ No” in reply to question (a),  will the H on’ble M inister be pleased to 
state if he means that he is not aware of any distress or of the fact 
thqt cultivators are without seeds or that there is po distress and the 
cultivators are not w ithout seeds?
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The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRA8AD SIltcH ROYs The reply i# 
"N o’ to question •(«) ( i f ) ,  namely, whether the cultivators are 
w ithout seeds for the next harvest.

*• ^
Mr. 8URENDRA*NATH#BI8WA8: May 1 know what is the

reply to question {a) ( i )?
« #

T|j» Hon’ble Sir* BIJOY PR&8AD SINCH ROY: * The repl\ to  
question (//) </i is so ven obvious that Government did not think it  
necessary to reply to it separately. The main concern of my hryiourable 
friend i* with question W/j (//'» and to that my reply is “ N o” . •

Mr. SPEAKER S 1 certainly admire >»ur intelligence hut* not the 
draft. •

Mr. 8UREHDRA NATH BISWAS: In a ie>v of the admission „y
;he Hon'lde Minister that there is distress, will lie 1m* pleased to state 
if tlx* polic\ which uits enunciated b\ the ‘Hon'lde MwiisteT himself 
early in thî  session, namely, that (io\erninent#must see that no land§ 
remained unsowed tor want of monev, still continues!’'

• •

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Certainly

Mr. SURENDRA NATH IflSWAS: W ill th* Hon hie Minister be
pleased to enquire whether any lands are going unsowed in tlie d istrict 
of Mymensingh, and, if so, whether Government would issue orders to 
{five further agricultural loans?

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: No fresh
enquiry is necessaiy as (io\em inent aie in daily touch with the 
situation.

•

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWA8: Will the Hon’ble M inister he
pleased to state if the procedure of the Government is to take report 
from the District M a g i s t i a t e  and distribute agricultural loan» 
accordingly Y

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: I hat is exactly
what is done.

Mr. ATUL RRI8HNACH0SE: AVill the lio n ’hie •M iniA ter'T T ’
pleased to state whether there is any official instruction, public or 
private, to the D istrict M agistrate not to demand more than such and 
such amount ?

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINCH ROYi No, Sir
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1
Staff of the Official Receiver, High Coiyt, Calcutta.

*346. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL H A Ffz: (a) W ill the H on’ble M inister
in cfafcrge* of the Judicial and *Legislative D epartm ent be pleased to  lay
on the talde a statem ent showing separately the  present numl)er of 
H indu and Muslim clerks appointed as— ,

(t) (1) estate clerks r‘md (2) Government stajfc iu the
(ii) (1) upper grade and (2) lower grade; and
( i i i f  (1) temporary* and (2) perm anent ’in the office of the Official
* , Receiver, H igh Court, C alcutta J *

(b) W hat is the ratio tif Hindus and Muslims in (*), (ii) and [iii)
|bove ? t t

(c) W hen and how puiny temporary appointments were last made?
(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of appointing 

more Muslims in*future vacancies till the ratio is reached?

MINI8TER in chbrge of the JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan 
8ahadur): (a) and (b) A statem ent is laid on the table.

(c) Seven temporary appointments were made in Januaiy , lMf).
(d) The office of .the Official Keceivtr has h itherto  been undei ihe 

H igh C<rjrt ; ii is ahout to be taken over by Government, And the 
question of fixing a communal latio  for appointments will be considered.

Statement referred to in the reply to clauses {a) and (b) to starred question
No. 345.
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Hindus. Muslims. Ratio.

<0 (I ) Estate clerks .. 3.*J 7 4-7:1
(2) Government staff .. 1(> 8 ( -f 1 in leave 

vacancy).
2:1

<»♦') (1) Upper grade .. 2 1 (+ 1  in leave 
vacancy).

2:1

(2) Lower grade ..  14 7 • £1
< m ) (1) Temj>orary .. 6 7 (4-1 in leave 

vacancy).
6:8

(2) Permanent . .  10 1 10:1

* Mr, MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: W ith reference to (a) (i ii) ( 2 ), 
will the Hon'ble M inister be pleased to state if the attention of Govern­
ment has been drawn to the fact that Muslims represent only 9 per 
cent, of the permanent establishment in the H igh Court?

(The Hon’ble Nawab MUSH/AtRUFF H088AIH,' Khan -Bahadurt
The statem ent is clear on the point.
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. Election of members on the 8ukhari Union Board, Netrokona, 
Mymensingh.

• * §* *•
♦$46. Mr. CIA&UDDIN AHMAD: uj) Will the Hon‘l>le Minister 

in charge of the Local Self-Government Department he pleased to atate 
whether it is a fac;t—  •

(*)*that the election of members lor the 7>ukhan im o u  lJoaid iu 
the subdivision of Netrokona of the M \metwutfli district 
took place in November, 11)37; and , •

(ii) tha t the names of*Vhe persons elected and nominated, ii any, 
have not yet been published iu the ('alcutta (lazettt’tf

(b) If  the answer to (a) i* in tl\p aftiimative, jvill the Hon’ble Minify 
te r be pleased to state the reasons thereof? ,

*

MINI8TER in chyge of the LdCAL 8ELF-C0VEQNMENT 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Mabibullah Bahadur, of
Dacca): (m (n  Yes •

(ii) and T6) The#names of tin* elected and appointed in'*ntlK»rs have 
been published in the ('alcutta Gazit tc oi the 30th Maich, 1939. It 
appears tha t the Subdivisional OHicei of Netrokona made an unusual 
delay in subm itting to the Disfiict M agistiate h ip io p o sa ls  le^a^ lin^  
the members to be appointed on the Union Hoard. *

Calcutta Corporation Electricity generating scheme.

•347. Mr. JATINDRA NATH CHAKRAVARTI: W ith reler-
ence to starred question No. 301 replied at the Assembly on the JSth 
September, 1937, w illjthe Hon’ble Ministei in eliaigv of the Lim ji! Self- 
Government Department l>e pleaded to state whetliei it is a la< t that a 
Conference of the Technical Advisers of the Government and the Cor­
poration was held to arrive at a final decision in repaid to this m atter 
as ^ropfbsed by the H on’ble Ministei in NovciiiIhm, 1937?

(b) I f  so, what was the result oi the Conference?
(c) I f  no decision has been arrived at, what are the reasons?^
(d) Has the Electrical Adviser Wen by this time supplied with all

the required datai wanted by him from the ( ’alcutta Coijtorjition ? ***
(e) I f  any data has not yet l>een supplied, will the llo n ’ble Ministei 

be pleased to sta te  what are those?
(/) Is the H op’ble Minister aware of the annual loss of ru|#*es six 

lrfkhs incurred bv #the Calcutta Cojfppfration since 1933 as *h<;wn | in  
Dr. Dey’s scheme?
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(g) I f  the answer to (j) is in the affirmative, aie the Government 
considering the desirability of stopping it as soon as possibly?

(h) Has the question of D rainag l Outfall of the city been finally
* decided'rfnd work taken in hand?

(i) I f  the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the H on’ble Minis­
ter be pleased to  state the reason for the dejay in granting  the sanction 
oi the E lectria  Scheme? t

{j) Is it a fact that the Secretary to the Local Self-Government 
Departm ent met Dr. Dey and discussed the feasibility of the scheme 
in all details?c

{ky I f  the answer to (j) is in the affirmative, what i.* the leason for 
not according the Government sanction?

1 The Hon’ble Nawto Khwaja HMBIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca:
(«) The Conference was held in October, 1937.

{b) I t  was decided at the Conference that the Superintending E ngi­
neer, Electrical Circle, Communication and Y/orks Department, and 
the Electrical Adviser to Government would give theii opinion regard­
ing the technical as well as the finanVial aspects of the scheme on the 
basis of such m aterials as had been furnished by the C’o rjw ation , so as 
to enable Government to come to a decision in the matter.

{c) In their rei»ort, the technical adviseis of Go\ eminent pun ted  
out that tjhe scheme, as submitted by the Corporation, was o n l y  general 
in nature anti that, in the absence of details, it wras not possible to 
examine the scheme with that thoroughness and attention to detail 
us would l>e necessan if it were intended to proceed with the scheme. 
T h e \, however, conduc ted their investigation** on the basis ot such 
information as had Wen furnished by the* Corporation and came to the 
conclusion that from an engineering and economic point of view they 
could not ad\ise Government to appro>e the scheme.

{(I) and (/) The Electrical Adviser states that he has not been fur­
nished with all the details which were asked loi in the G o\em inent 
letter $o . f>030M., dated the 14th December, 1931, to the Calcutta 
Corporation.

</) and {[;) The member is referred to the reply given to clauses (fl) 
{m)  and {rn) ot his question (No. 301) on this subject mentioned in 
clause of the present question.

(h) Yes.
(?) The reasons for the delay are stated in my answer to clauses (c), 

id) and (c) of the question.
(j) and (k) On the Gth February, 1935, the Secretary to the Govern­

ment of Bengal, Local Self-Government Department, held an informal 
conference with Dr. Dey and the Electrical Adviser to Government 
at which it was agreed that Dr. Dey would supply the Electrical Adviser
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with, all the particulars that the latter couMil*red necessary for a proper 
exam ination of the scheme, Dr. Dev had a further interview with the 
Secretary, Local Self-Governmeuf Department, in connection with this 
scheme on the 14th July. 1937, and nuide certain suggestimps which ^  
were discussed at th<* Confidence referred to in clause (a) of the 
question.

• »
Mr.'SYED JA).4LUDDIN KM8HEMY • ^YVith reference to 

and (%), will the H on’ble M inister he pleased to state what suggestions 
Dr. Dey made to the Secretary, Local Self-Government D epartm ent?

p

The Hon’ble Nawab Ktaraja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoca:
1 ask for notice. • ,

Mr. SANTOSrf KUMAR'BASU : W^th refetence to answer (c), wiU 
the H on’ble M inister be pleased to state whether the report submitted 
by the two technical ^advisers of Government **vas forwarded to the 
Corporation for their consideration and opinion? # m

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLA*H Bahadur, of Dacca:
No.

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASUI With reference to answer (n. in 
view ol the fact that these two technical advisers did not approve of 
the scheme from the economic fmint of view, does*the Hon'hle Minister 
consider it neces.san that further materials should be called for from 
the Corporation ?

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca:
The} held discussions on this m atter and it is now under the considera­
tion of the Government.

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: M\ question was whether the 
H on’ble M inister consider it nec-essarv that further information should 
be asked for from the Corporation on the report submitted by these 
two technical advisers that the scheme should not be approved?'

• *
The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca:

I have already said that the m atter is under the consideration of 
Government.

Mr. SANTOgH KUMAR BASU: M\ specific question is w heU ifi— 
a fresh opportunity would*be given to the Corporation to have their 
gay on the report submitted by the two technical advisers of 
Government Y

• The Hon’ble*Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dâ oa:
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Ratio'of posts held by various communities in the Appellate 9idq, 
High Court.

•3fc*/4Mr. ABDUL HAKEEM: (a) W ill the H on’ble M inister in
■barge of the Judicial and Legislative departm en t be pleased to state 
be number existing at present of the Muslim and Scheduled Castes 
ia Juried and e*tra typftts in the Higto Court on th e('A ppellate Side as 
om pared witli other comm unities? *

(h) W hat has been the basis for such appointm ents?
«

(r) W hat steps, if any, do the Government propose to take for the 
ppointipent of more Muslims in those services?

t « % »
The Hon’ble Nawab ,MU*HARRUFF HOSAIN, Khan Bahadur:
By the courtesy o i the H on’ble Chief Justice I am able to state as

follows:— ‘ *

Total number of Salaried typists ... 5
Number of Muslims N il.
Number of Scheduled Castes members ... Nil.
Total number of extra typists ... 37

< Number of Muslims 0 ... 5
Number of Scheduled Castes members ... Nil.

(b) Recruitm ent to posts of extra typists is by open competition in 
typew riting anion# ]>ersons who are at least m atriculates and due 
regard is paid to communal representation.

Most of the existing men, however, were recruited long ago when 
there were no tests and when the principle of communal representa­
tion had not been introduced. Recruitm ent to posts of salaried typists 
is ordinarily by promotion from extra typists regard being had to 
seniority and efficiency.

(c) These appointments are in the bands of the H on’ble Chief Justice 
under the provisions of section 242, of the Government of Ind ia  Act, 
and he has fixed the percentage at 45 per cent, for the Muslims in these 
posts, for future recruitm ents.

Mr. MONMOHAN DA8: W ill the Honyble M inister be pleased to 
state if he i* aware that a good number of m atriculate typists are 
available from the Scheduled Castes and if appointments have been 
ma^e on population or communal basis, why no member from thu 
Scheduled Castes has been recruited? *
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Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 am afraid, tins questibn does not arise, because 
th«*original question *asks. fcfr information on statistical points. The 
adm inistrative control is in the haud> of the H on’ble Chief Justice, and, 
as such, w hy#a particular tiling i* done qr not done is a m atter wfyich 
cannot be the sub jec t-na tter of this question.

Mr. RA8IK 4.AL BflSWAS, anti # Total # number of
extra # • typisth *3T, w  number of «Muslims. 5 *NT*T$
m  w u  srRTTO fa at  *R«nr*

Mr, 8PEAKER: * T hat’̂ yestion does not aria**.

Expenditure on aceount*of rpidwives and nurses in towns of Bengal^

*349. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: W*ill the H on’ble Minister 
in charge of the Public* Health Department be plea.st*d to state what 
sum ol mone> U spent «hy the ( io\ei nnieat artd the M unicipally *epn- 
rately every year for m aintaining mid\sives and lhirse* in the town area, 
of Bengal?

• •

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Expenditure incuned by 
Government in 1937 was 4, MS.

•
Approximately a sum of Tls. 00,000 is spent every year by tiie Afuni- 

cipalities (excluding C alcutta).

The Corporation of Calcutta spends approximately a sum of rupees 
two lakhs every year for M aternity and Child W elfare Work in the city 
which includes maintenance of nurses and mid wives. Separate figure* 
for nurses and midwives are not available.

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8; Will the Hon’ble M inister h» 
pleased to state what amount out of Rv sj>eiit on inidwives-
and nurses is spent for giving stipends to apprentice nurse*!'

• •

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 want notice

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon ble M inister b» 
pleased to state jrhether Government are considering the desirab ility - 
of increasing the expendittfre for apprentice nurses, so tha t Indian* 
women may be encouraged to take up nursing as their me*ms of liveli­
hood P

* The Hon’ble Mr/TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: No, Sir.
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Promotion of Scheduled1 Castes officers.of Education Department.

•350. Mr. DHANANJOY ROY: \a)  W ill the H on’ble M inister in 
chal*$e oi the Education D epartm ent be pleased to state—

«
(i) whether there has been any promotion of Scheduled Castes 

officers with the posts noyr held* by them in the  Education 
D epartm ent; and t  * < ,

(ii) whether there is any Scheduled Castes officer in the Bengal 
Educational Service or in the Subdivisional Inspectors’ grade 
of the Subordinate Educational *S%rvice?

(h) t f  there is none, will the H on’ble M inister be pleased to con- 
tid e r the desirability .of appointing* Scheduled Castes officer in the 
Bengal Educational Sepvice either by promotion from those already 
serving in the sul>ordinate service or by new recruitm ent?

t
MINI8TER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 

Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (<i) (/> No.

(ii) There is one Scheduled Castes officer in the Bengal Educational 
Service but none in the Subdivisional Inspectors’ grade.

(/>) The claims ox Scheduled Castes* candidates possessing requisite 
qualifications to api>ointments of all grades will be carefully considered 
when vacancies occur.

Benoh and Court in Madhabpur Union Board, Tippera.

*351. Mr. A8IMUDDIN AHMED: (a) W ill the H on’ble Minister 
in  charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department be pleased to state 
w hether it is a fact that a j>etition has l>een subm itted by the people 
of No. I Madhabpur Union Board, police-station Burichang in the 
district, of Tippera, to the D istrict M agistrate on the 12th February, 
1939, to the effect that Bench and Court are not necessary in the said 
Union Board?

(b) If  the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the H on’ble 
M inister be pleased to make an enquiry into the m atter before the said 
Board is invested with Bench and Court powers?

"“** »

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 
(<i) No such petition has been received by the D istrict M agistrate, 
Tippera.

(h) Does not arise.
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Mr. 8HAHEDALI: W ill the H on’ble M inister be pleased’ to state 
w&ether the people of the M adhabpur Union submitted another petition 
through the local M .L .A .? *

The Hon’ble Nawib MU»HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadurs
I  am not aware of it. • *•

Mft 8H AH ED AU: Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to state 
if he is aware that after siibm iitiug a petition when the people 
approached the District M agistrate he said that he had receded such 
a petition and was considering it? , *

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF tH OSSA IN, Khan Bahadur:
I am uof aware of an\ such«petitinn. •

Malda District Board Election. 

•352. Mr. ATUL*CHANDRA KUMAR*: j,,) Will* th«* Ilon’lile
M inister in charge of the Local Self-( io\em inent Department. be pleased 
to state w l^n tlit' ^ e \ t  (‘lection <;f the Malda Distiict Hoard will tako 
place ?

(b) W hether the delimitations of constituencies passed bv the Diniri^rt 
Board have been approved? 0 •

(<■) W hether vnte will lw> by ballot or open?

The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca:
{a) Shortly before the expiry of the term of ofh< e of the memhers of the 
present Board on the 1«1 September. HMO.

(b) "So. The proposals ha\e not vet been submitted to ( im em inent.
(r) The voting will be by ballot.

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 
(answers to which were laid on the table)

Major repair works for roads and buildings in Calcutta Division.

132. Mr. ABDUR RA8CHID MAHMOOD: (a) W ill the H on’ble
M inister in change of the Communications and Works DejmrtmenW** -  
pleased to lay on the tablt* a statem ent showing for the years J037-3B 
and 1938-39—

(t) all major repair works for roads and buildings in the three
• C alcutt^ Divisions; the tenders for which were accepted at

some percentage less than the estimated am ount; and



(it) the works executed during the said two financial years show­
ing—

«
f r (1) the estim ated aipount for the works,

c
(2) the names of the contractors,

(.3) lees percentage at which the repair works were given,

(4) total expenditure incurred on the works,

(5) the amount, if any, saved by Government due to the 
work being given at a less percentage, and

(6) number of supplementary tenders, if any, accepted for 
the works?

(b) W ere any supplem entary tenders accepted at a percentage less 
than the estimated anuAint?

(c) W ill the H on’ble M inister be pleased to state the reason for the 
•upplem entary tenders ? c

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI3CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar:
(a) and (b) The information desired by the hon'ble member cannot be 
supplied w ithout the engagement of additional staff, expenditure on 
which I cunnot recommend to this House.

(c) A supplem entary tender is necessaiy wheu work has to be done 
which was not foreseen when the main tender was accepted.

H ' QUESTIONS! [ 18t h  A p r i l ,

Flood in the northern part of Bakarganj.

133. Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Is the H on’ble 
M inister in charge of the Revenue Departm ent aware—

(i) tha t owing to flood in September and October last, tjje 
northern part of Bakarganj is in distress; and

(it) tha t the Nazirpur thana in the P irojpur subdivision was one 
of the affected areas?

— * (h) If so. will the H on’ble M inister be pleased to s t tte  what steps, if 
Any, have the Government taken to alleviate the sufferings of the people 
of N azirpur thana in the shape of—

(i) gratuitous re lie f ;
• (?7) test relief w ork; and 
(Ht) agricultural lo^nf



• (c) Is  the H on’bl^ Minister aware—

(i) tha t almost all the rivers*of the Pirojpur subdivision have silted 
up; and • •*

(it) that floods in that area are of annual occurrence?

(d) I f  the answer to (c) is ii  ̂ the affirmative, do t^e Government 
propc#* to take stej)s*for preventing rec u r ren ce ^  flood in that areaP

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: (a) Yes.

(b) The following1 amounts have been distributed: —

(0 gratuitous’relief Rs.^l.i^O*
(it) test works Rs. 1,500; and

(Hi) agricultural loan Rs. 11,700.

(c) U) Four khah  out, of many in Pirojpur subdivision tire reported to 
be in a silted up condition.

(it) A ldfal s in a A area of 10 square miles is affected by floods due to 
the silted up condition of d ruin ape khah.

(d ) A scheme is under investigation. #

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the gratuitous relief of Rs. l , ‘Jf*0 was paid 
out of the (iovernment fund oi from the Sanitary Improvement Fund P

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: From Government 
fund.

•

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to let us know whether the money was spent from the 
Government Fund or from a fund raised by a local relief committee 
under the leadership of the Subdivisional Officer P

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 believe the 
money was spent Jrom the Government Fund.

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the H on’ble M inister be 
pleased to state the place or places where the test work was done?

»
The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD S iN CH  ROY: I a»k {or notice.

1039.] QUESTIONS. 36
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Differential* treatment to clerks with regard to casual leave in Secre­
tariat and attacks oflloes.

‘ i  ' fl i t .  Maulvi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ: (a) Is  the H on’ble Minister 
in charge of the Finance Department aware tha t  casual leave is granted 
to Government servants—

* v(i) in the Secretariat proper for 15 days; and* ' * »
(ii) in the offices of the heads of departments and attached office®

for 10 days?

(ib) I f  the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what are,the reasons for 
the differential treatment?

« , •
The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RAN JAN BARKER: (a) Yes, under 

orders passed in 1910, prior to which as many as 20 days’ casual leave 
was allowed in the Secretariat. * r

(//) Because it was, held that ministerial officers in the Secretariat 
were required, as a class, to attend office on gazetted holidays much 
more than other ministerial officers, and because |5  days was allowed 
in the Government of India Secretariat.

Bu& fares in certain Mufassal areas. 

135. Babu MADHUSUDAN SARKAR: (a) Will the Hon ble
Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to state 
in a tabular form the lengths of—

(?) Pubna-Isburdi tarmacadamiM*d road;
(u) Nator- lla jshahi;
(tit) Chuadanga-Meherpur District Board Road;
(??’) I l i l i-B a lu rgha t;
(v) Majdia-Khalispur; and

(vi) Chuadanga-Jhenidah District Board roads and the bus^farep of 
all these roads both for classes, I,  II  and I I I ?

(b) Will the Hoifhle Minister l>e pleased to state the rates of freight 
of different goods charged in the Pabna and Balurghat out-agency by 
PH>tor services?

(c) Whether it is a fact—

(i) that the Pahna-Ishurdi Road is at present in an improved condi­
tion; and

( (it) tha t consumption of mobil oil and petrol by the motor vehicles 
and their wear and tear are now less?
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(d) I f  the answers to (c) are in the affirmative, what steps do the 
Gkrvernment propose Jto take* for the reduction of passengefr fares and 
freights on goods charged by th$ proprietors of motor vehicles plying 
on the Pabna-Ishurdi Road?

The Hofl’ble Khwaja 8ir HAZIMUDDIN: (a) A statement is laid on 
the table. *

(&)%The freight charged  on jfoods in Balurfchat ouf-agency is two 
anna? per maund on all goods except furniture which is four annas per 
maund.

Two lists showing the freights charged on different goods ir  ̂ the 
Pabna out-aggncy are laid* on the table. •

(c) (t) Yes.
(it) Slightly.
(d) Freights on goods arc fixed by the Hailway administration. 

Reduction would make the fares uneconomic and would lead to ineffi-
• #

Cient service/ # #

Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) to unStarred question No. 135.

Roads.

(») Pabna-Ishurdi Tarmacada- 
mised Road.

{ii) Nator-Rajshahi Road ..

(iii) Chuadanga-Meherpur 
District Board Road.

(iv) Hili-Balurghat Road

(v) Majdia-Khalispur Road

(tn) Chuadanga-Jhenidah
• Di&trict Board Road.

Bus faros.

1st
class-

* 2nd
(•lftHH.

•V
• class.

Rs. a. Rh . a . Rs. a.

0 12 0 8 Nil

1 0 0 12 0 10

As. 12 per single journey and 
Re. J -4 for return journey for all 
the classes

0 11 

1 4

0 11-3

0 10 

1 3

0 9-6

0 8 
for single 
journey.

0 14 
for return 
jou ro^ .

0 7 0

0 10 for all the classes.
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (b) to unstarred question No. 136 
showing the freight charged on goods from\ Pabna to Ishurdi and vice versa.

'List of commodities.

1. Salt

2. Grain, pulses, seeds common and turmeric
♦

3. Pidcegoods, twist and yam cotton

<!. Canister tin sheets * ..  ,

5. Diesel oil t

6. Cocoanut oil

7. Coir rope, string or yarn

8. Paper and pulp board

9. Empty cask

10. Cement

11. Soda ash

12. Iron aud steel division “ B ”

Per
maund.

Afe. p.
t ,  .

2 0 

2 0

2 (} above 120
maunds.

2 6 

2 6

3 0 

3 0

' 3  O '

3 0 

3 0 

3 0 

3 0

List of commodities. 1 Per
maund.

As. p.

13. Flour . .  . .  . . 3 0

14. Coal-tar ..  .. . . 3 0

15. Bleaching powder ..  ..  . . 3 0

16. Stationery and oilmen stores ..  . .  4 0

17. Jute ..  . .  1 10

18. Other miscellaneous goods . .  . .  14 0
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Statement referred to in the reply, to clause (6) to unstarred question tfo. 135 show* 
ing the combined freights chargyl on different classes of goods from Calcutta 
to Pabna out-agency n o  Ishurdi and vice versa. 9

1 Freight per maund
from Calcutta (Seal- 
dah, Nimtola, Cossi- 
port Road, Chitpur* 
Ultadanga, Kidder-

List of commodities. pore Dock) Budge-
Budge ant^Chapai- 

Nawahganj to l^abn* 
out-agency via 

Ishurdi.

• Rs . a. P-
1. Piecegoods, cloth, yam and out pieces of cloth, etc. 0 9 0

2.
•

Betelnut • • . • ; 0 8 6

3. Salt (on exceeding 120 mauml.s from Chitpur Ghat 
to Pabna out-agency). *

• 0 *4 0

4. Coir-rc^je, thiel%rope, etc. 0 6

5. Match-boxes 0 12 0

6. Paste board 0 7 0

7.
•

Pu»per 0 J ()•

8. Diesel oil (Budge-Budge to Pabna out-agency) 0 r> H

9. Empty drums of Diesel oil (Pabna to Budge-Budge 
and Calcutta).

0 6 3

10. Cement (Calcutta to Pabna out-agency) 0 i\ 2

11. Soda (Calcutta to Pabna out-agency) 0 5 2

12. Hardware, e.g., joists, tees, nails, pans, iron nets, 
etc. (Calcutta to Pabna out-agency).

0 7 0

13. Flour (Calcutta to Pabna out-agency) 0 6 8

14 Cqal-tar (Calcutta to Pabna out-agency) 0 0 8

15. Stationery articles (Calcutta to Pabna out-agency) 0 11 3

16. Scented oil and toilet goods (oilman stores) (Cal­
cutta to Pabna out-agency).

0 11 3

17. Rice (from Chapai-Nawabganj to Pabna out- 
agency on Exceeding 3<$ maunds).

0
•

3 3

18. Jute—

Drum 1 maund 0 7 11
• maund Wle 0 10 0

3i maund bale 1 7 5
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Gambling within Pakundia potioe-station, Mymensingh.

136. Maulvi MD. I8RA IL: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of tftefclfonie (Police) Department aware— #

i
(i) that gambling has been going on at Pakundia and Mathkhola

bazars (police-station Pak\tndia, Mymensingh) for a long 
t im e ; and • * ' ‘ «

(ii) that representations (by the local M.L.As. and others) were
made to the proper authorities to stop the gambling in the 
said area? •

(b) If  the answer to (a) (ii) is in the affirmative,, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, has been taken on the 
matter ?

(c) Is it a fact—

(i) that since then* gambling has been extended to Kaliachapra,
Kodalia and Hossaindi bazars; and * c

(ii) that gambling goes on at Pakundia in a place 800 yards off from
the Pakundia police-station oihce and at about 800 yards 
away from, the police outpost <jn the Mathkhola bazar?

4

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Bengal 
Public Gambling Act of 1807 is in force in Ihe said area? It not. why 
not?

(e) Do the Government contemplate extension of this Act throughout 
the area ?

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: iV- o) No

( i i )  A representation was made by Maulvi Muhammad Israil,  M.J

(b) and (c) An enquiry was made with regard to gambling at Kbdalfo, 
Kaliachapra, Hossaindi, Pakundia and Mathkhola. As a result of the 
enquiry it appears that at Kodalia there was previously gambling but 
none at present At Kaliachapra gambling was detected but steps to 
prevent it have been taken. At Hossaindi there was previously gambling 
buf it is now stopped, as is also the case at Pakundia.1 At Mathkhola 
there was gambling a year ago but none at present.

(d) The Gambling Act is in force at Mathkhola, Pakundia and
Kaliachapra.

i . . ,*
(«) The question of extension is under consideration.
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, Leper tttggars in Calcutta.

137. Mr. ABUL HOSSAIN AHMED: (a) Is the ITon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Loca^ Self-Government* Department aware fhat#t1iere 
is an influx of leper beggars f » m  outside into the city of Calcutta?

(b) If  the answer to (a) 4s in the affirmative what steps, if any, have 
the Government takgn or do the\f intend taking to p retent infection?

Tito* Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 
(a) Yes.

(b) In  1930, the Rotary Club of Calcutta approached Government 
with a scheme#for dealing w*ith the problem of beggars, including leper 
beggars, in Calcutta in all its aspects and.the matter was referred to 
the Corporation *of Calcutta for their opinion. The views of thg 
Corporation have been received and the ^natter is under Hie considera­
tion of Government.

•

Post of Director of Land Records,

138. MfUlvi MO. ABDUS SHAHEED: (a) Is the Hon’bla Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department aware that the District Revi- 
sional Settlements have been stopped?

(h) If the answer to {a) ini in the affirmative* will the Hoji'ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons— •

(i) for maintaining the posts of Director of l^and Records and his 
staff ; and

(ii) for appointing a whole-time ijand Revenue Settlement Officer P

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that alluvion and dduvion 
enquiries are now annually made by the Collectors and abatements of 
rents are allowed? *

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability oi amalgamat­
ing the post of I.and Revenue Settlement Officer with that of Director 
of I*and Records?• •

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) (Jovernment 
have still under consideration the question of taking up Revisional 
Settlements on the completion of the major settlement programme which 
is now in sight.

(h) Does not arise. •
(c) Yes, but only in estates under direct management of Govern­

ment.
• (d ) Not yet, f>ut the suggestion will receive due consideration a t^ h e  

appropriate time.
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Riot in Cossipore during “ Holi festival".

139. Sri Jut NARENDRA NATH bA8 CUPTA: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Mifiirter'in charge of the Holne Department aware—

(}) that when the Hindus were performing the “ Chanchar”  
ceremony of the holi festival jirst near tjie junction of the 
Cossipore and Gun^Foundry IU>afl at 12 p^m. on
Sunday night, 5th March, 19^9, under the protection of the 
police they were suddenly attacked by Muhammadans with 
brickbats from a mosque close by which wounded many
Hindus as well as many policemen including the Assistant
Commissioner of Police; 

c ( 1 1 ) that this action on the part^of Muhammadan hooligans caused
breach of pc;ice and riot in that quarter;

{///) that Hindus secured police licence and police help apprehending 
trouble;

(iv) that in spile of the riot and interference with the religious rites
of the Hindus no search was made inside* the mosque;

(v) that a large number of Muhammadans weiV collected; but
(vt) that practically no anvM ot these offenders has been made?

(b) Will the Ifoii'hle Minister be pleased to state the number of 
arrests nfade in this conncdion of (1) Hindus and (2) Muhammadans?

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: In the public interest I 
do not consider it advisable to reply at this juncture to the questions 
asked by the hon’ble member. If the hon’ble member desires to ask 
his question at a later date I should be happy to supply the information. 
In  connection with these questions I would like to point out that the 
local Hi ndus and Muhammadans are entirely satisfied with the police 
and have no grievance against them. There was a meeting of the 
elected representatives of the Hindus and Muhammadans of the Chitpore 
and Cossipore area for the settlement of communal disputes on the 
afternoon of the 21st. A settlement was reached and at the ti;rmivia- 
tion of the meeting both parties unanimoush expressed their thanks to 
the police for ably handling a very difficult situation to the satisfaction 
of all. Jaynarayan Singh, a leader of the Hindu group, also proposed 
that there should be a general meeting of the Hindus and Muham­
madans in order to express their congratulations and thanks to the local 
police for their commendable work.

Greatest credit is due to the Commissioner of Police and to all 
ranks of the Calcutta Police for the manner in which they localised the 
trouble that occurred in the Cossipore and Chitpore ai*ea and succeeded 
in preventing it spreading throughout Calcutta.
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Sj* NARENDRA NATH DA8 CUPTA: Is the H on’ble Minister 
aware that the Hindus were coerced to a compromise by Muzaffar 
Hossain of Chitpur thana, by h k  indiscriminate arrest of the Hindus 
of the locality and secondly by assaulting the Hindus in tha^*loct^ity 
specially in Taranath Dutt Street and thirdly also by threatening the 
arrest of Jai Narain Singh, ofle of the local influential Hindus?

The, Hon’ble Ifhpaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN; t h e  answers are there 
and tfiese suggestions are most improper.

8j. NARENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA: Does the Hon hie M i n c e r
think that the action of the •Police Officer there was vers proper?

Mr. SPEAKER: Thai is.a master of opinioi^.
*

Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BASU: if  this i> if question of opinion, 
the Hon'hle Minister’s re p l \ , viz., the questions are most improper, is 
also a matter of opinion. Whether the questions arc fmproper it is 
not for the Hon’ble Minister to say If the Home Minister thinks that 
these que.styms arc^ improper, he should draw the attention of the 
Speaker and not arrogate to himself the function of the Speaker.

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. I W  ]>eing an acute lawyer, sli ould know the 
difference l><‘tween the expressions “ the question* are improyei "*awl 
“ the suggestions are improper".

* Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon'hle Minister be 
pleased to state if the issues that have lieen raised will he thoroughly 
enquired into and the Hon’hle Minister will supph us definite informa­
tion regarding the charges whether they aie proper or improper?

•
The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As 1 |,a\e d 1 am ready

to answ er all questions at a later stage if I hex like

• •
Conciliation officers for labour disputes in Bengal.

140. Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN: (<o Will the Hon’hle Minister in 
charge of the Commerce and Labour Department 1*» pleased to pfate 
whether there a r l  any conciliation officers in Bengal to s^ t le  laflour 
disputes between the employers and employees?

{b) I f  so, what are their functions?
(c) How man\i labour disputes have thev settled in 1938?

* ^(<2) What was tHe number of labour disputes in Bengal in 1938 P
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The. Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) Yes: the Labour 
Commissioner and the Assistant la b o u r  Commissioner were appointed 
conciliation officers within the Provirfce in Tilly 1938.

(}+) They are to mediate ki or promote the settlement of trade 
disputes. t  *

{<') Since their appointment they intervened to promote a settlement 
in 14 cases involving stoppage of wtrk and they wfcre successful in 7 
of them. The Lalwuir Office also disposed of 153 easel of minor disputes 
brought to our notice not involving stoppage of work. In  42 of these 
cases ti.e result was successful, another 42 cases were excluded, IT 
transferred to other departments and in th° remaining 52 cases the 
result was not in favour of the workers. *The conciliation officers kept 
themselves in touch with dll disputes, and intervened whenever found 
possible. * i •

(d) There were in all' 158 disputes involving stoppage of work during
1938, besides the 153f cases mentioned of minor disputes not involving 
stoppage of work during the period April to December, 1938.

Mr. 8URENDRA tlATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to give us the names of the .seven cases w htere intervention was 
successful ?

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : I want notice. 
k i 

Recommendations of the Chairmen, District Boards’ Conference, 1938.

141. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: uD Will the Hon’Ue 
Minister in (‘barge of the I*>cal Self-Government Department be 
pleased to lay t>n the Library table a copy of the proceedings of the 
Conference of the Chairmen, District H o a r ds ,  held in November, 1938?

(M Have any of the recommendation.^ of the said conference lw*en 
given effect to?

(r^ If the* answer to (h) is in the negative, or partly in the negative, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state which of those recom­
mendations have not yet been accepted, giving reasons t h e r e o f „

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca:
The detailed proceedings t>f the conference which are of a lengthy 
character have not yet been piinted. A statement giving a summary 
of the recommendations of the conference i» placed on the Library 
talife. Thl; recommendations are receiving,the consideration of Govern­
ment in the various departments.

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It appears from the statement 
lafd on the library table that one of the recomfnendations of the 
Conference was to have a Selection Committee consisting of the
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District Magistrate, the Chairman of the District Ro^rd fcnd the 
District Engineer. Will tiie Hon*Me Minister W  pleased to state why 
effect to this recommendation was not given ?

•
The Hon’ble Nawab Khwoja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca:

We have not considered the whole report as yet.  
t f •

Office of Muhammadan Marriage Registrar at Tajgaon, Daoca.

142. Mr. TARINI CHARAN PRAMANIK: <„) Will tlie*Hni i ,l>le
Minister in charge of the •Education (Registration! Department l>e 
pleased to state if it is a fact that the OJhce of the Muhammadan 
Marriage Registrar of Tajgaon within Sadar subdivision of Dacca, was 
opened at Denmt about 10 miles *wa\ from the said police-station ami 
about 20 miles away from the western extremity of the jurisdiction of 
the said police-station and 7^ per cent, yf persons have to pass through 
Dacca city to go to tbe Muhammadan Marriage Registrar's Office at 
Demra? •

{h) If the answer to i<n is in the afiirmati\e, do the (iovernment 
propose to remove the inconvenience of the people of Tajgaon?

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: On#the representation of 
the people of police-station fl*aj^aon, which was included within the 
jurisdiction of the Muhammadan Registrar of .lavdebpur (ill the end 
of last year, a separate Marriage Registration Office with headquarters 
at Derma, wanted by the people of the thickly-populated area of that 
police-station .supported by the recommendation of the Inspector of 
Registration Offices and the District Registrar, was opened in January, 
1939, More than three-fourths of the urea of police-station Tajgaon 
lying to the north is covered by jungle and is  not. habitable. Demra irt 
the centre of a thickly-populated area. The figures of registration of 
marriages and divorces of this tliana during the years 1930 and 1937 
were 93 and 180 r e s p e c t i v e l y .  The Inspector-General of Registration 
hjUS byen requested to consider in consultation with the District 
Registrar, the advisability of the Marriage Registrar holding office at a 
convenient place in the south-weMein part of the area on specific days 
each week to afford greater facilities to the people of that locality.

D/roa-Aricha Road.

143. Mr. DHANANJOY ROY (a) Will the lion b
charge^ of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to 
'state whether the povemment have comc to a decision alwmt the Dtyrra- 
Aricha Road?
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(h) If  sfh, what is the decision P ,
(c) I f  the decision is for the construction of the road, when do the 

Government propose to undertake it?
(<f) If  the decision is against the construction, will the H on’ble 

Minister be pleased to state the reasons for the same?

The Hon’ble Mahar'aj* 8RI8CHAllDRA NANDY, of Coewiptoazar:
I t  has been decided to ascertain the views of the Provincial Board of 
Communications and if they advise accordingly to move the Govern- 
men t  of*Tnd ia to sanction the execution of the project at the cost of the 
Road development Fund. •

*
Mr. DHANANUOY ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 

to stale how long it \v'ill take 'to ascertain the views of the Provincial 
Board of Communication ?<

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NAMDY, of Cossimbazar:
I  tliink it will be placed before the Board in tlie next month.

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that the matter was referred to the Pro­
vincial Board of Communication at a previous meeting and a portion 
of thf* road has already been approved o£?

c*
The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar:

I believe the matter was discussed at a meeting of the Board.

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Special Officer has recommended the 
construction of 4, *>0(1 miles of road and has given a 1»>0 yeais’ plan 
for that ?

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise.

Road construction projects taken up in Mymensingh.

144. Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE ROY CHOUDHURY: (a) Will
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Communications and Works 
Department be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing—

(i) whal projects of road construction approved by the Provincial
Board of Communications since the inception of the said 
Board were taken up by the Government in the district of 
Mymensingh; and 

*(ii) what progress, if any, has l>een made in each instance during 
each of the last two years?
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[b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the full
amount of Rs. 1,74,0(10 as' contemplated under the scheme in regard 
to Tangail-Mymensingh Road (second 5 years' programme) was spent 
in 1938?  ̂  ̂ •• . •

The Hon’ble Maharaja Sr TsCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar:
(a) (i) The Tangaii-Mymens’ingh Road. # f

ThaScheme has#b£en taken up in parts. The first was the construc­
tion of bridges between Mymensingh and Kalihati which work was com­
pleted in 1930-37 at a cost of Rs. 3,02,000, The second portion Avas on 
bridge construction between Kalihati and Tangail, and the third H ep  
was the improvement of the road surface between Muktagacha and 
Tangail .

(ii) The constniction of bridgcMon tht; section* between Kalihati and* 
Tangail was started in 1938-39, and the work i* in progress. Likewise 
the portion of the scheme for improving the roari surface was started 
from Muktagacha and continued towards’ Ga^>ta)i. This work is also 
in progress. # *

(h) The expenditure in the \ear 1938-39 on the two works mentioned 
under (a) (i^  ahove*is expected to be just over IN. 2 lakhs.

8hifting of court of Commissioner, Workmen’s Compensation.
t  • '

145. Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: <</) Will the l ln n ’h leM in is te r  
in charge of the Laboui Department be pleased to state whether Gov­
ernment contemplate shifting the court of the Commissioner, Workmen’s 
Compensation, from its present site to certain rooms on the second floor 
of the Mitter’s Building on Lyon’s Range?

{h) If  the answer to (<i) is in the affirmative, have the Go\ eminent 
considered the question of inconvenience to the injured workers having; 
recourse to the said ctmrt before coming to their decision?

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state—

(?) the purjiose for which the Government intend to utilise the
* * rooms when vacated by the court; and
(it) the arrangements made for the accommodation of privy, urinal 

and tiffin for the workers for compensation and wages cases?

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: in) Yes, the court was 
removed to the building in question on the 22nd March 1939.

(h) Yes.
(c) (i) Owing to the expansion of the departments and offices housed 

in. the W riters’ Btiildings, Government apftointed an Accommodation 
Committee. The coftrt was removed to its present location in pursuance 
of the Committee’s recommendation.



48 QUESTIONS. [1 8 t h  A p e il ,

(ii) I understand that complaints have been made that the court 
has no privy in Indian style and that the accommodation provided for 
the public is not sufficient. The matter is receiving mv attention.

•« #i
Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Is tha^ Hon’t le  Minister aware that 

in one case as many as 138 applicants appeared before the Court 
to-day ? i

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am not aware of it.

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the ? o n ’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if lie is aware that in another case against the East Indian 
Railway, 100 applicants appeared before the Court to-day?

« . <
The Hon’bl. Mr. H. 8. 8tlHRAWARDY : No; I  am not aware of

it.

Mr. SIBItATH BANfeRJEE: 1 s the Hon’fte Minister aware that 
one Abdur Rahman and another Mansur who came there in connection 
with a ca.se fainted on account of insufficiency ofr> accommodation and 
had 'to  be given first aid to-day?

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAW ARDY : I am not aware of it.o
To-day ?

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Yes 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAW ARDY : 1 am not aware of it.

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS, faroi ^  f*m Sl'faCTOR
*U*WlU $nrr*Ti[ faF T̂T enquiry [4*1 <lC<W?

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAW ARDY : Yes, if you like.

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: The H on’ble Minister has noi under­
stood my question (r) (?), because he has given quite a different
answer. The question in, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state 
ihe purpose for which (iovernment intend to utilize the rooms when 
vacated bj the court? The court was in the W riters’ Buildings. 
Tlflh has K'en vacated; for what purpose has it been 6one soP

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: It has been vacated
owing to the expansion of the various departments and I  take i t  that 
th<» accommodation committee will in due course recommend which 
department will occupy the spae* so vacated.
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Poet of Circle Office' for Comilla 8adar Circle.

146. Muilvi MD.,HA8ANUZZAMA'N: (,i) Is the Hon’ble Minister
in charge of the Home Department aware that there is no Circle Officer 
for the last 14 months in (Vmilla Sadar Circle in the district of Tippera? •

(6)^If  the answty to (a) is ift the affirmative, wilf the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleaded to state the reasons thereof?

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the Circle Officer, l^j&ksham, 
ha* been placed in charge of the entire Sadar circle in addition k> his 
own duties? •»

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : 'I’hfr* honourable mem bur 
is referred to the answer given on the ’Mh April. 1 !}•<!#, io his previous 
question, No. 127, on the same subject.

Reduction in the number of traffic police constables from point duty.

147. K*an Bahadur MOHAMMED A LI: un Will the Hon ble
Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that on the fith and <>th March, lO'iJ), almost all the 
traffic police constables in Calcutta were withdrawn from point, duty?

(b) Tf so, what was the number of accidents on those daffes?
(c) If  the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon'hie Minister 

he pleased to state whether the Government are considering the desira­
bility of reducing the number of traffic constable.* lrom point duty as

measure of economy ? 
u/) If  not, why not?

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: «i) They were withdrawn 
on the Gth not on the oth.

(b) The number of accidents on the Gth was 31.
#(c) Wo.
id) No such reduction is jM>ssible.

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: With reference to answer (b),  
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how many of thesejjcci-  
dents were due to the absence of constables?

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice.

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what#on an average, is the numl>er of street accident*?
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•

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMU^DDIN. For this again I ask for 
notice, but in this cane may 1 point out tha t  the suggestion is one which 
I  dird« not* expect the honourabie member to make, lest there should be 
no traffic constables on duty?

Appointment" of OffWer-in-ohacge, Government I periatrial Museum.

148. Mr. ABDUL KARIM: (a) Will the H onb le  Minister in 
charge of the Industries Dejwirtment Ik* pleased to state—

> * *
(i) whether it is in the contemplation of Government to appoint 

an officer as Officer-in-charge, Bengal Government. Industrial 
Museum;

(u) if so, what has been fixed as the grade of pay of the p os t ;
{ni) whether any selection has already been made; and
(iv) if so, yho is the person selected and wlmt educational qualifica- 

tion has he had?

(b) If the answer to (a) (m)  is in the negative, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the jK>st will be advertised?

MINISTER in charge of the INDUSTRIES DEPARTMENT (the 
Hoif'ble(flawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (a) j ,n Yes.

(?/) Pay not exceeding Rs. 300.
(in) No.
(i v) Does not arise.
{!>) It has not yet been decided as to how the post will be filled up. 

Pending api>ointment of the Officer-in-charge, the Marketing and Pub­
licity Officer of I he Industries Department is carrying on the work in 
addition to his duties.

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be
pleased to state it it is a fact that this post of Officer-in-charge c>f 
Bengal Government Industrial Museum is not one of those Excluded 
from the purview of the Piovincial Public Service Commission?

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca:
I v;nT\not say off-hand. i

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: With ictei ence to answer (6),
where he says that it has not vet been decided as to how the post will 
be filled up, will the Hon ble Minister be pleased^ to state whether 
thV Government will consider the desirability of .consulting the Pro­
vincial Public Service Commission in regard to the appointment to 
this post?
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• The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur,* of Dacca:
Government do not consider it desirable to consult the Public Service 
Commission.

Dr. NALINAK8HA SAftYAL: Will the Hon'hie Minister be 
pleased to state wjiy Government do not consider it desiyible to consult 
the Provincial Public Service Commission ? .

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of „ Dacca:
Government are not prepared to urive am reasons. •

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: On u point ot onlei, Su* It is
a matter of serious, concern and one of privilege. The Hun'hie Miniate^ 
can refuse to give an answer only on tlA' ground that it is not m the 
public interest. If it is his sweet will to appoint whomsoever he liken 
as he has done in the past, it is a matter .for the criticism of this lloufte 
and I submit, Sir, that*it is not within him trt sa\ that tl^c Government 
are not prepared to give any reasons. •

Mr. SPEAKER f I think I might sa\ that the onl\ ground on 
which Government, under am system of parliaments v Government, 
could decline to give an answer is that it is not in tin* interests of the 
public to do so and I hope that the Jlon’ble Minister will kindlv keep 
that in regard. After all, this i< onh u question of nomen<*lature.

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoca:
Government leel that the department itself is quite able to appoint this 
officer without going to the Public Service Commission.

Mr. 8PEAKER : lh  ere is a certain amount oi misappiehensjoii in
regard to this point. What I)r Sanya! wants to know is whether thia 
post is a post which Government are entitled to fill up without going 
to the Public Service Commission : otherwise all these questions do 
not arise. The question is whether this post is a post which ought, 
to be fHled up by the Public Service CommisHion or not.

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: He has almids answered that.

Mr. 8PEA KEf: I am afraid, Nawab Sahib, all >our lyisweita^ire
wrong. In  answer to (b) y»u say that it lias not yet been decided as 
to bow this post will be filled up and Government cannot now definitely 
say that they will fill it up themselve*

•
The Hon’ble KWwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If that is mi, then the 

other questions art> al^o not in order. §
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Mr. SPEAKER: I th ink that the 'H on’ble Sir Nazimuddiir is 
under a misapprehension. The reas6n why I  allowed them is that 
eve* rthough the question of t how a particular appointment is to be 
filled up may not be decided, a particular post? may be filled up tem­
porarily. c

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZiMUDDIN: ^T^mporary appoint­
ments do not go to the Public Service Commission. That is obvious 
and everybody knows it.

*
Ml1. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: The H on’ble .Minister said 

“ Government are not prepared to give any reasons” . That certainly 
tis not obvious.

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: We expect the mem­
bers to know the procedure. ,

. * «
Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be

pleased to state whether he wants to make the appointment temporary 
only to keep the Public Service Commission out oi it? <

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise.

Dr. <NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state how long the present incumbent, the Marketing and 
Publicity Officer of the Industries Department, has been holding the 
post of Offieer-in-charge, Government Industrial Museum, and, if it 
is more than six months, whether it has ceased to be a temporary post 
in the definition of Government?

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise.

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: The lion’ble Minister has stated
that pending appointment <>i the Otiicer-m-charge, the Marketing and 
Publicity Officer of the Industries Department is carrying on the work. 
How long has he been doing so? How long has the present incumbent 
been holding that post?

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAW ARDY : He is not holding that
p tfS u  * t

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: How long has he been carrying 
on that work? 

t ^
The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH* Bahadur, of Dacca:

For about 2 or 3 months.



Of. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: W ill the Hon’ble Minister be 
p i s s e d  to state whether the .officer is given the »ame salary as that of 
th e  Marketing and Publicity Qfficer or is given any other salary 
different from that of his substantive post?

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, 01 uacca:
The same salary.

t •

Dn'NALINAKSflA 8ANYAL: Notliiufr*more?

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of'Daooa:
No.

Or. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Tl.- is jrettimr Us. 1(H) more.

Anglo-Indian and Muslim women representatives »on the Bengal Board 
.  of Censors.*

149. Miss P. B. BELL-HART: („> Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of th^ Home#(Political) Department be pleased to state whether 
Anglo-Indian and Muslim women arc represented on the Bengal Board 
of CensorsP

(b)  If  the answer to (a) is ii^the negative, will 4he Hon’ble Minister
be pleased to state what are the reasons? •

(c) Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that there is a vacancy at present 
on the Bengal Board of Censors?

(d)  If so, is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of
filling the same by an Anglo-Indian or Muslim woman ?

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) No
( b ) There are no special reasons. There are already two women on 

the Board.
(<?) There was u vacancy in the seat reserved for the Bengal Chamber 

of Gomiyerce. but it has since been filled.
(d) Does not arise.

Peroentage of Scheduled Castes in Government offices.

150. Mr. MONOMOHAli DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state—

(t j , th e  total,number and the names of all the departments under 
the Government of Bengal; and *

1&8».] QUESTIONS. 03
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(ii) the total number of the employees serving under the Govern­
ment in the various departments specifically mentioning )the 
number of the Muhammadans; Caste Hindus and the 
Scheduled Castes, department by department, and also 
district by district* separately? ,

•
(b)  If  the number of employees belonging to the Scheduled Castes 

is not proportionate to their population fmsis, are the Government 
considering the desirabihty of fixing the percentage of the Scheduled 
Castes in the services of all the departments under the Government of 
Bengakso as to fill up the quota of service of the Scheduled Castes 
witliin five years by appointing candidates from the Scheduled Castes?

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) I regret that the
(information asked for by the honourable member is not readily available 
and its compilation will entail a degree of labour and expense which I 
am not prepared to undertake.

(b) The whole question of communal representation in the services 
is under the Consideration of Government.«

Mr. MONMOHAN DA8: In reply to quest^m (a) it is said “ 1
regret that the information asked for by the honourable member is not 
readily available” . 1 submit that I am really in need ot the informa­
tion. What is my remedy?

Mr. Sp e a k e r  ! 1 am also very greatU in need of it. but it does 
not arise here. (Laughter.)

Appointment of Co-operative Inspectors and Auditors in 1937.

151. Babu PREMHARI BARM A: (a) WTill the H on’ble Minister 
in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department 
be pleased to state—

(?) the number of Co-operative Inspectors and Auditors appointed 
since 1937;

(it) the number of—

(1) Muhammadans,
(2) Caste Hindus, and
(3) Scheduled Castes Hindus so appointed;

(iii) the names of the Scheduled Castes Inspectors and Auditors
appointed showing the communities and the districts to 
which they belong to; and 

( (tv) whether the appointment of Co-operative Inspectors and 
Auditors have been made on territorial basis?



(b)  If  the answer to (a) ( j r)  is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the unit for such territorial basil  
wJub a district or a division P ’

(c) I f  the appointments were not made on territorial basis will the 
H on’ble Minister be pleased to state on what basis were thev*ma^tfP• *

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREOIT and • 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS ' DEPARTMENT (the Hon'hle 
Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick): Thr h<muunii>li> nirinWr ih li'ferred to 
the answers given to starred questions Nos. 2\H and at the current 
session of the Assembly.

•

Abolition of primary girls1 schools.
• • e

152. Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Is the llon'iu*' luimwim-
in charge of the Education Department awaie tliat rn the introd net ion 
of the free primary schools under the New Scheme ;n the Pioviucc, I he 
primary girls’ school* m the wllages are going, to be afHdisheil?

(b) Are the (ioxernment cc.n^idenug the desirability ol making 
sejwirate arfangemAit for the education of the Muslim girls?

(r) If  the answer to {h) is m the affirmative, what . s t eps ,  it any, 
do the (xcnernment pioj>ose taking in this matte? ?

• •

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: < a) It is not correct to Miy
that the gir ls’ schools will be abolished. On the other hand, these 
schools may be eligible for giants-in-aid if the\ satisfx the niles. In 
areas where the maintenance of separate gil ls’ sc ln,ol> as required by 
the rules becomes inijjossible, the Primary Kducation Committee have 
suggested co-education up to classes I and 11 and arrangements for 
separate teaching of the girls in the higher classes. This recommenda­
tion will be duly considered by (to\ernment.

(b) The arrangements referred to above will, when given effect to, 
apply to Muslim girls as wrell.

* (c)*Does not arise.

Non-Introduction of free primary and adult education in certain
districts.

*
158. Mr. MD. BARAT ALI: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in c harge 

of the Education Department aware that fiee primalv and adult educa­
tion has not yet bepn introduced in the remaining districts, i.e., Pabna, 
Bogra, Bajshahi, f t c. ,  with taxation even? *

193P-] QUESTIONS. M
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(b) I f the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering ^ny desirability to do so at an early date?

(c) What are the reasons for the delay?

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HI4Q: (a)* and (b) Yes.

(c) Does not arise.

Silting up of the Amirganj khal.

164. Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS:'(a) Is the Hon’ble Mini*- 
ter in charge of the Communications and Works Department aware—

(■i) that a canal popularly known as “ Amirganj khal” issued from 
the Palardi river 011 the north of Torkev Bander under4 ‘

police-station Oourandi in the district of Bakarganj had 
l>een,till very’ recently serving the two'districts of Bakarganj 
and Faridpur lw>th as a majoi waterway and a drainage;

(it) that the mouth of the said “ Amirganj khaV\ has of ,late become 
silted up affecting communication and health of the public 
in an area of al>out 150 square miles;

{m) that the Circle Officer, Mr. S. Ohakravarty, of Madaripur, dis­
t r i c t  Faridpur, noted on the 12th December, 1938, in his 

Inspection Report of the Gopalpur Union Board under police- 
station Kalkini, district Faridpur, to the effect that owing 
to the silting up of the mouth of the ‘‘Amirganj khal" both 
communication and drainage in the Unions of Kalkini 
(police-station Kalkini, district Faridpur), Khanjapur 
(police-station (iourandi, district Bakarganj) and Oopalpur 
(|H>lice»station Kalkini, district Faridpui) had ln?en seriously 
affected: and

(tv) that the said Circle Officer in hLs said repnit suggested that 
the dredging of the mouth of the “ Amirganj khaV' by tjtie 
Irrigation Department was the only way by which not only 
the communication and drainage t ould be improved but also 
the ravages of malaria and kala-azar prevailing in the 
locality could be considerably diminished?

(ft) If  the answers to (a) are in the affirmative, has the Hon’ble 
Minister considered the desirability of undertaking as early as possible 
the  dredging of the mouth of the said “ Amirganj khuVr?

f?) If  not, why not?
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The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA NANDY, of Ctesimbtzar:
(a) A khal known as “ Amirganj khal"  serves only 3 Unions, namely, 
Gopalpur and Kalkini in Faridpur district and Khanjapur in Bakarganj 
district.

• •* •(it) The khal has recently been silted up, but this has not aff¥>otod 
public health in any way. Th# area served by the khal does not exceed 
20 square miles.

(in)*Yes. The “inspection was made on th# 4th Deceml>er, 11M8.

(iv) Yes.

(b) and (c) The Circle Officer has no technical knowledge of drain­
age or of dredging. I have called for an expression of exj>ert opinion.

♦

• •
Agricultural loan and gratuitous relief in Jeesore.

155. Khan Bahadur* MAULANA AHMAD ALI ENAYATPURI:
Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue l>ej»artnient be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing for every tliana of the 
Jessore district a n d /o r  the period ending -‘Hst January, 1IKJ9—

(a) the number of receipts of agricultural loan and gratuitous
relief; and

(b) |h e  amount received bv way of such loan and relief ?# •

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: A statement is 
laid on the Library table.

Nominations for promotion of Sub-Deputy Collectors to posts of 
Deputy Collectors.

156. Maulvi MD. HASANUZZAMAN: («) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to ntate whether 
any* nominations have been called for from the District Officers for 
appointment as Deputy Collectors by promotion from the Sub-Deputy 
Collectors during the last three years?

(b) I f  the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon'hie Minister 
be pleased to state whether it is in the contemplation of Government 
to oonsider the cases of those officers who are likely to be age-barred?

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of removing 
the question of age-bar P

■* i ^
(d) I f  not, what |vre the reasons?
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The Hon’We Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDINs (a) Yet.
(b) Dogs not arise.
(c) and (d) There is no bar regardimg the age a t  which an officer may 

be jjronp^ted, provided that he has been recommended for promotion 
befoi^ reaching a certain age. Government consider the retention of 
this provision tends to ensure th a t  offices recommended for promotion 
are in every way fitted to the duties which they will be called upon to 
perform in a new sphere.

Adjournment motion.

Mr* 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Sir, 1 have given notice of
a  motion that the business of the Assembly do now adjourn tor the 
purpose of discussing1 a definite mhtter of urgent public importance 
and of recent occurrence, namely, the situation arising out of the 
Hon'ble tin* Thief *MinisterV presidential addiess at the Bengal 
Provincial Muslim League Session held in Calcutta on 8th April 19‘19

Mr. SPEAKER I Yes, I have got voui inotiorn, but understand 
there is also a short-not ice question, notice ot \\hi<h has been jiiven bv 
Mr. Kiran Sankar Hoy So tar as this question i> concerned, unle^  
a  c^py of the whole- speech is before ne ,  it is very difficult foi me to 
decide ifs to whether the motion is in order What I propose to do 
is to waive the urgency of the mattei and to wait till an aii-wei is 
given to the short-notice question.

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: I have not got any reph to my
short-notice question.

Mr. SPEAKER: Usual steps have been taken. The practice is
that we must obtain the consent of the department concerned. I have 
sent the question to the department and am waiting to see whether 
Government will give their consent to answer the questiou. #In yase 
the question is answered some official information will be available, and 
this will help me to decide whether the motion is in order.

Mr, KIRAN SANKAR ROY: The Hon’ble the Home Minister is 
pr^Wut here, and I would ask him whether he is prepared to reply now.

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 have not received 
the  short-notice question ; it may be in my office, Nbut I have not seen 
i t ^ e t .



. Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Sir. the notice of this question 
given in time, and you {ire aware of the importance of*the' matter. 

The head of the Provincial Government.......

Mr. 8PEAKER: J have already suggested a course whiflS appears 
to me to be a simple one, bufc I have got to be satisfied about the truth 
or otherwise of the statement alleged to have been made bv the , 
Hon'ble the Thiel" Minister.

* •
Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: 1 iu ive got a statement.

Sir, which I am just handing over to \ou for your perusal. *•
(At thi.s stage Mr. SaiAal handed over some jmpers to Mi Spender.)

Mr. SPEAKER ! Even now, on a matter like this, 1 must be 
satisfied as to whether the facts 'are correct or* not. Mi. Sanyal, y«1i 
ought to have given it to me before

♦

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Uiidn .wlmt ml.. Siry

Mr. SPEAKER: I'ndei the rule of satisfying me.
Besides* there another reason wh\ 1 do not like to t4tke it up 

to-day. The Hon’ble t h e  T h i e f  Minister'** daughter is serioush ill at 
Dacca, and l ie h a d  to l e a v e  b\ a e t o p l a n e  to her, and I do not think 
it would be propet to take thK matter up in his* absence.

Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BASU: 1 n view of that iufoniiutioti,
Sir, 1 do not think it would be proper to p re^  for ihis motion l«*nig 
taken up to-day.

Mr. SPEAKER: On technical giound also 1 must sa\ that I will
have to go through it, and then 1 shall give my decision to-moriow.

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Do I undeistand that you
have waived the question of urgency?

* Ml*. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise now. I shull decide
it  after going through the speech, as soon as the l lon’ble the Thief 
Minister is here.

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Sir, there immt have h**en
official reporter* present at this meeting, and the Hon ble tly^Jlonie 
Minister may be pleased tft supply you, Sir, with a copy of the official 
report of the speech.

The Hon’ble.KJmaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: No official reporter* were
present. . 1

19®.] ADJOURNMENT MOTION* fi»
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Message from His Excellency the Governor.

Mr. 8PEAKER: I may just infortn the honourable members that 
His Excellency the Governor fyas been good enough to send a telegram 
to me about the sad death of Mr. Birendra Nftth Mazumdar to the 
following effect:

“ Would you please convey to the relatives oi Mr. Birendra 
Majumdar my sincere sympathy in their tragic loss? I trust 
Mr. Monorailjan Banerjee is progressing satisfactorily.”

I propose to send a reply. Accordingly, I went to the Medical 
College Hospital at 12 o’clock thin morning. Mr. Banerjee is really 
in a very serious condition, and it is nof yet possible to say definitely 
as to how things will turn out. He is still being given injections, and 
oxygen is being administered.1

, V

GOVERNMENT BILL 

The Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1939. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca:
Sir, l be to move that the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill,
19M.-----

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir May I  
draw your attention to the list of business for yesterday and to-day in 
which it appears that there are three important pieces of legislation? 
The first relates to the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, the 
second to the Calcutta and Suburban Police (Amendment) Bill, and 
the third to the Dentists Bill. I submit that it is an accepted 
principle of parliamentary legislation that a Bill which has reached 
an advanced stage should be first disposed of so that legislation rn^y 
not be unnecessarily delayed or held up. In this case I find that the 
second and third Bills—the Calcutta and Suburban Police (Amendment) 
Bill and the Dentists Bill—have been passed by the Bengal Legislative 
Council. That being so, these Bills admittedly are in a more mature 
position than the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) BUI dealing with 
electorates. 'In this connection, Sir, we have a specific rule—Section 19 
of the Rules and Standing Orders—relating to private Bills, 
where it ha# been definitely stated that Bills originating in 
the Assembly which have been sent to the Council and Bills 
originating in the Council which have been sent to the Assembly



t

have precedence o^er other Bills, and even before’ that the 
Governor’s Bills and messages have got precedence. The question of 
precedence in the case of a private Bill is definitely laid dc^n  in the 
rule, and so far a& Government business is concerned, it is /elt to 
Government to follow the convention, because in the case of private 
member’s Bills the convention would be difficult to follow in that the * 
Bills coming from ^the other House will be placed before us, and 
immediately some one of us will have to take up that Bill as a Bill of 
this House. I  submit, Sir, it would not be proper from the point of view 
of parliamentary procedure to take up this Calcutta Municipal 
(Amendment) Bill at thik stage which is less advanced before the 
other two Bills, which are more advanced, have been disposed, of. It 
would after all m^an one day. I  submit, that would create a precedent 
which might be taken ill by the cfther House, because they might th in i  
th a t  although they have sent an important piece of legislation passed by 
them, that is 'being hefyl up by this House which* is taking its own time 
in passing a piece o£ legislation which is, considered essential and 
necessary. In view of this, Sir, would you be pleased to direct Govern­
ment to proceed with the other two Bills first and thereafter to take 
up the CaltfUtta \>unicipal (Amendment) Bill?

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no doubt that one of the principles of
legislation is that mature BilK should be taken up first, but at the 
same time I do think, and Dif Sanyal will also rigree with me, tljat i f ^  
there are Government BilK, Government will decide the mu<*ter. You 
are not to look to one principle merely; in any case, so far as the present 
Government position is concerned, the rule is definite that the 
Government has to decide the matter, and 1 do not think 1 am 
entitled to interfere with it. Government has made a selection of 
order, and I cannot change that order.

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa:
Sir, I beg to move that the Calcutta Municipal ('Amendment) Bill,
1939, as modified by the Select Committee, be taken into considera­
tion. „

Mr. SPEAKER: Motions Nos. 1 and 2 are not in order.

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: Sir, we would like to know 
the fate of the Amendments, notices of which have been *ent"T0 you.
A large number of amendments have been circulated with the heading 
that they are under your consideration.

* ■
Mr. SPEAKER: I can say at once that it would be better that 

you should know the exact position.
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W hat I* propose to do with reference to the Jioney-lenders Bill  is 
this: I propone to circularise a little ahead the motions which I
consider^, subject to their being taken up in the House, to be in order, 
so tiiAt the position may be clarified.

A h for this Bill, T might say that motion* Nos. 1 and 2 are not in 
order. t

Then the last part o f ‘motion No. T is not in ortlev, because it^deals 
with adult male franchise. In other words, the general principle
which i  shall follow is this: anywheie where the question of franchise 
i* irtwdved, that is outside the scope of thij* Bill. F ran k h ,  this Bill 
does not deal with franchise; therefore it is out of order*

«
So fai as  the Scheduled Castes motion- are concerned, they have 

jfiven me considerable* difficuty\. 1 • have come to the conclusion for
the time being that, unless 1 hear something later on at a relevant 
stage, an\ motion frir giving separate electorate to the depressed
classes is not within the scope of this Bill. t

So far as the amendments in which it is proposed that, instead of
separate electorate, joint electorate should he given, they are in order, 
on the ground that this Bill is really touching the presc.it provision 
under which joint electorate prevails.

Recommittal to a different Committee is not in order. The question 
of franchise also is ikA in order. *

So, on this basis, you ran follow' up in the mean time. If not to-day, 
then to-morrow, 1 may be able to cinularise so far as the later stages 
are concerned, and the motions w’hich I consider to be admissible will 
be circulated within the course of a day or so.

Mr. BIRAT CHANDRA MANDAL: Sit on. a point of order------

Mr. 8PEAKER : 1 will take up your point at the time when a
particular motion is under discussion.

Mr. BIRAT CHANDRA MANDAL: Sir, J am not moving my
motion, because you have said that m\ motion is not m order. But on 
a point of order I would like to say------

Mr. SPEAKER: I have not yet decided whether your motion is
in order or not. That is the opinion which I shall hold, until I hear 
from The mVmber that he has got anything to say to fhe contrary.

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: That is an interim  
decision. . ,

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr Sanyal, are you moving motion No. 3P



Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Yes. Sir.

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8, 9 Agî ndr̂ ent
TOST TO move <M<K C*ir̂  fa*$T Ĉ TT? wA  BgraT

S3 I PR—CTO «T̂ T-----
•

Mr»*8PEAKER: • 1 cannot do that. I hate onl\ driven an outline
of what I  propose to do. and I haw* >aid that either to-da\ or to-morrow
we shall he able to know what tin* exact position is. •

•

Maulvi ABDUL BARl! (hi .i point of information, Sir. Is any 
member allowed to come to the Chambet with a s>tick in baud?
(Dr. N alinaksha S*NY4i.: J l e i s r i l . )  , •

Mr. SPEAKER: W ,  if an honourable tuemfier is s i c k ,  or lame.
• •

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Mr Speaker, Sir. I beg to move
that the Bill be recommitted to the original Select Committee with 
instructions to report by the ‘Hit .Tu!\, HIM. and the quorum of the 
Committee be fixed at seven.

Sir, 1 will not make a loiur speech on this motion because 1 feel 
that all* that could be said on The character of this Hill has been wery 
ably explained and placed before the House by our esteemed colleague 
Mr. Santosh Kumar Basil in the beginning.

1 submit, Sir, that, so far as this Bill is concerned, it has emerged 
practically in the same form as it w a s  presented to (he House, doing 
very little credit to the woik that the Select Committee has done. I t  
is quite p o s s i b l e ,  a n d  I f e e l  that it i s o n e  of t h e  main reasons, that the 
Committee was put to very strenuous work, when the House was in 
session, that the members could not apph their minds to the different 
provisions of the Bill to the s a m e  extent as t h e  importance of the Hill 
demanded. I submit, therefore, that, without rushing through the 
Bill in* the manner Government is attempting to do, this Bill should 
be allowed to take the usual course* of time and that it should be 
examined with all the attention that it requires.

In particular. Sir, I would draw your attention to the two most 
important questions involved in the Bill. The first important question 
is the question 6f electorates. With regard to electorate*, tlrwe has 
been a good deal of discussion in the cit\ of Calcutta and in Bengal 
as a whole,—not merely in connection with this Bill but also generally 
in connection with our political franchise. I submit that there has 
been a good deal of difference of opinion shown and there has bet^i a 
conflict of viewrs expressed in this respect In East Bengal, where 
local bodies at the present moment have got #joint electorates as in
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West Bengal, there has been probably* a* strong section of Hilftdu 
public who would feel that separate electorate wotild be helpful to 
them. «Jn the West Bengal, on the contra^ ,  both Hindus, as well as 
Muhammadans, have preferred to have joint electorate. Even those 
who wax eloquent in the House to-daV on the virtues of separate 
electorates— take for instance my friend Mr. Abdulf Bari—if he would 
remember his old speeches,—have not failed to fec;pguise what virtue 
there is in the joint-electorate system. In the new company Mr. Bari 
is now passing his days, of course, he might have changed his views, 
bu^ I believe his heart still remains sound, and if he is ever reclaimed 
from 'his  present associates, proba»bly he Arill give his very valuable 
service to the cause of the nation once again. I  submit, Sir, that in 
a matter like this public opinion must and should receive much 

cattention as possible.* To recommit' this Bill to the Select Committee 
does not necessarily mean that the Select Committee would go to the 
public for eliciting public opinion, but yet i t  will have some time to 
examine the implications of separate electorate in the light of its 
effects on the whole body politic of this province, and probably the 
Select Committee might advise the House, if it applied its mind 
properly, not to proceed with the Bill in the fdrm in 'ivhieh it has 
been presented.

The second anil the most important principle ol the Bill is the 
distribution of seats. This Bill covers a wide range of ward*—wards 
which have very different characteristics—with respect to the number 
of population in the different wards, the number of rate-payers, the 
number of voters of different communities and the progress maintained 
during the last few years in the number of voters, population, and 
rate-payers of those respective wards. My esteemed friend Dr. Syama- 
prasad Mookerjee made it perfectly clear, when this Bill was first 
introduced, that there had 'been considerable injustice— in fact, 
almost shocking injustice—done to a particular community in the 
proposal contained in this Bill, so far as the distribution of seats is 
concerned.

Even if we assume that the total number of seats to be allotted to 
a particular community should remain where they have been recom­
mended, there probably is much scope for redistribution of those 
numbers in the different wards. The Select Committee, I am afraid, 
could not appl\ their mind in the short period of time available to 
themj*o tjhe detailed examination, ward by ward, &f the position of 
different communities and rate-payers and voters. I believe that if 
they get a little more time, they would bring out something which 
would have some fairer basis, and some more just attempt to deal 
wijh the question of distribution of seats fairly. I submit, therefore, 
tha t  this Bill be recommitted to the Select Comtaittee. There has 
been no other sinister^ purpose that I had in moving this motion and
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I ’believe that the Hon ble Minister hiyjaelf will agtee and* appreciate 
that a matter like this should i^ot be lightly treated. The whole of 
Calcutta has been tor a long tiim* complaining1 about difficulties due 
to mal-distribution ot representation. • ** • *

I  come from one of the n#wly-developed areas ot Calcutta, and in 
that area, ward No. ^7, during the last tew years the numl>er of 
residential houses ^has gone up b\ about S times; (he population has 
gone by nearly • id  tinier, and the amount ot rate paid has gone up 
by 20 times and yet the representation ha> remained what it was 10 
or 1<) years ago. T submit that t h i s  has done the people of that y e a
great injustice. I think it the Select Committee have a little* more
time, they would ceitainly deal with distiibution of s e a t s  m orojairly .  
With this submission. 1 move my motion and I expect that the 
H on’ble Minister will have no difficulty »in a.'celling it. 1

Mr. DHIRENDRA tyATH DATTA:  ̂Sir, I l*eg to move that the 
Bill he recommitted to* the Select Committeu consisting^ ot tlie same 
niembets as before with institutions to submit tU‘ii report by thi* K>th 
May, 1!M), and that the quorum of the Select Committee be fixed as 
before. • •

Sir, I think 1 should not inflict a long speech upon the House. 
The matter h a s  been von w e l l  d i s c u s s e d  by m\ f r i e n d s ,  Mr. Santosh 
Kumar B a s u  and t h e  previous *peakei, and it was* a l s o  well discutyicd 
by our esteemed friend, Mr. Syamapiasad M o o k e t j c e ,  when flic Bill 
wras introduced by Government.

I t  pains m e  to think t h a t  we are living as if in t h e  mednvval age. 
Religion must be divorced from politics. Whenever we talk of 
politics we talk ot religion as  well. Though we are talking of (he 
democracy of the UOth Century m t h e  y e a r  1!KW, it s e e m s  that we are 
really living in the mediaeval age of the Kilh Century, and I am quite 
sure that the freedom of India will not be obtained unless we are 
prepaied to divorce religion from politic* I must give a warning to 
my friends both on this side as well a.s on t h e  othei hide that we must 
be prepared to intellect ualise our religion. Cnloss we do so, we would 
J>e playing i;ito the hands of the foreigner** in this country. This Bill, 
as it  is, show's that we are playing into the hands of foreign exploiters 
in this country. It this Bill is passed, power will go not into t h e  

hands of Hindus or Muslims but into the hands of foreign exploiters, 
as in this House j>ower is really centred in foreign exploitejs and 
the country has to depend ou the votes of Kuiopeans for carrying on 
the administration of Government, and if this Bill is passed, 
we shall have to depend on the foreigners for carrying on the 
civic administration as well. My friends on both sides must realise 
that we must live together. There are different ways of settling th\§ 
question. I t  pains me to think that people are talking of the method
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\
of segregation: some talk oFjthe method of subjection, some talk *of 
the method of conflict and some fal£ of the method of lausez faire. 
In  solvjng thin question, we should not think of the method of segre­
gation. We shall have to live here together. I t  is impossible to think 
that there would be a H indu India a nd  a Muhammadan India. The 
question will have to be solved by us by individually feeling that we 
are Indians first and Muhammadans or Hindus ne£t. I f  you do not 
feel like that, it is impossible to think of freedonf cff India. Vie must 
be prepared to intellectualise our religion and divorce religion from 
polities. With these words, I commend my motion to the acceptance 
of this House.

t Rai HARENDRAtNATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, J  beg to move that 
the Bill be recommitted to the Select Committee with instructions to 
submit their report ,by the MOth April, HW9.

After all that has hewn said, I think not many w o r d s  are necessary
in support of m\ amendment. At the outset I would urge this point
in favour of my amendment that when the Bill was under the con­
sideration of the Select Committee nobody was Aware ol the opinion
of the Calcutta Corpoi at ion regarding this Bill. Their considered 
opinion is now public property. The Corporation at its meeting held 
on**the 'list, March 'passed the following resolution with regard to this 
Bill, viY,—

“ Whereas in the opinion ot the Corporation the Government has 
failed to satisfactorily explain, in the Statement ot (objects and 
Reasons attached to the Bill, the necessity ot altering the present
sysU»m of the joint electorate lor the purpose of election to the
Corporation, explaining the desirability to form separate consti­
tuencies for the Scheduled Castes, and whereas, in the opinion of the 
Corporation, neither the undue weight age given to the Muslims nor 
the allotment of seats to their respective areas is justified, this 
Corporation o p p o s e s  the principles and details of the Bill ."

Now, Sir, what I would say is that we have got a definite opinion
of the Calcutta Corporation against this Bill. The Select Committee, 
when it w a s  sitting, could plead ignorance of the opinion of the 
Calcutta Corporation—at least they could not weigh the opinion of the 
Corf •'ration in coming to their decisions on this Bill. When the 
Calcutta Corporation has now expressed «its opinion, I think it would 
be only fair on the part ot the Government to take that opinion into 
their consideration and reconsider the decisions that have been arrived

in the Select Committee. In favour of my proposal for recommit­
ting the Bill to the Select Committee I  would arge this as my first 
point.
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y Secondh, Sir, if the large number, fPf amendments appearing on 
th% order paper be any ircdeic of the mentality tit the memWrs of this 
House, then, I think, it will nof be uniair on my part to assume that, 
if not all, many sections of this House do not agree with the qjrovitions 
of this Bill even as they have been reported In the Select Committee. 
When that is the case, I tlfink matters will improve if the Bill be 
recommitted to tjie Select Committee tor the\ will yow have the # 
opportunity of considering the Bill atre.sh. with all the suggested 
amendments before them, and it the Select Committe take the amend­
ments into their con*ideiat)on and can arn \c  at a tresh decision on 
the Bill , it will be of much help indeed and make matters smooth.* In 
this view also, I urge that the Bill be recommitted to the * Select 
Committee. •

• • •
Mr. 8PEAKER : I am Yen doubtful wlu'thei the second part ot

the amendment of Mr. Abu liossain Sarkar is .in order. 1 have not 
been able to come to *a decision whetlfer "Indian Christians” comes 
within the scope of tlic Bill , and following the couvetilion, 1 would 
leave it to the decision of the House without giving ain decision ms sell.

* •
Maulvi ABU H088AIN SARKAR: I am not moving that pait of 

my amendment, Sir.

I b#g to mo\e that the Bill*he recommitted to the Select Comnwt tee«w 
with instructions to make provision for—

{<i) Joint electorate for Muslims with reservation of seats 
with instructions to submit their report as soon as possible and that 
the quoium of the Select Committee be fixed as was originally proposed.

Mr. 8PEAKER : Will \ou mo\e No. 8. sub-clause (>r) also?

Maulvi ABU H088AIN SARKAR: 1 beg to move that the Hill* 
be recommitted to t he  Select Committee with a view to make the 
following additional provision in t he  Bill, namely, to abolish nomina­
tion and to allot hitherto nominated M*ats to different constituencies 
proportionately, writh instructions to submit their report by Mst July,   ̂
19‘39. and that the quorum of the Select Committee be fixed at five.

• m *. %
Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, will you not permit him to is*

combine the two?

Mr. SPEAKER: I will. Mr. Sarkar, I think you had bitter 
combine your two motions, viz., 1(a) and 8(?r).
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Maulvi ABU HOS8AIN tfARKAR: At the time when the Bill w^s
first, introduced I asserted that the Bill an drafted if passed into l&w 
will jeopardise the interests of the Mussalmans of Bengal. I  still 
maiitji iif <hat position even af^er the Bill has come out from the Select 
Committee. Apparently it  is thought that this Bill if passed into law 
will curtail the power of the Hindus in the Calcutta Corporation, but 
on closer analysis it will be found fhat it is not ^so. In  the Bill, 
provision has been made »for giving 40 seats to th# Qindus and^out of 
the proposed nominated members, at least one seat will go to the 
backward Hindus.

Provision has also been made for labour .seats and I am convinced 
that from this constituency only Hindus will be elected. Then again, 
out of t*he 12 seats for special interests at least one-third or one-fourth 
ftf the members will crme from the .Hindu community. Therefore in 
my opinion 52 members *at least wrill come from the Hindu community 
in a House of 99. T1k‘ question of curtailing the power of the Hindus, 
therefore, does not arise. What is going to be done is to curtail the 
power of the Ziationalist tl indus. By careful manipulation the party 
in power will bring in some Hindus who always stand against the 
cause of nationalism. I mean, the capitalist* an Ĵ the vested Hindu 
interests

Again you arc introducing separate electorate for the Muham­
madans. ] think this will be again.^ the interests of the Bengali 
Mufuimm,’ulans, and for the country as a whole separate electorate has 
got a history of its own. It was introduced in 19()f». At that time 
a deputation of the Muslim League waited on Lord Minto and proposed 
that certain sections of the Muhammadans only should be enfranchised 
and not the whole communitx. They proposed that only the Muham­
madan zemindars, the Muhammadan pleaders, the Muhammadan 
merchants, the members of the district boards and Councillors of the 
municipalities, graduates of some years’ standing and some other 
representatives ot special i m e i e s t s  should only be enfranchised. The 
deputationists weie of the opinion that the masses of the Muham­
madan communit\ should not be enfranchised and they gave their 
reasons in support of that view. Jn p r e s s i n g  their point the\» stated 
*‘we therefore submit as a standard of adequate representation that 
the members of the Muhammadan community on the several councils 
should be so fixed that if the Muhammadans were to join with certain 
members of what may be called ‘non-partisan* members to receive their 
suppoir^-Mj, an\ particular question, the issue liiav be decided 
accordingly.” These non-partisan, members as we know are the 
European members and the nominated group from the Government 
block. This idea was made very much clear when a respectable 
Muhammadan member of the Government gave his reason subse­
quently. lie said *‘1 do not think, however, that* the assumption is



n ^ h t  that the Muhammadans who would he returned to the Legislative 
Council on an extended franchfse will not be anti-British. There is 
already the beginning of a movement a} the present moment•aijuyigat 
the younger section of the Muhammadan* which is anti-British and 
decidedly antagonistic to the#opinion of the elder and sober section of 
the Muhammadans 9 *

T f c t t  g e n t l e m a l i  a l s o  w r o t e  “ W i t h  t he  e x t e n s i o n  o f  f r a n c h i s e ,  y o u n g  

p l e a d e r s ,  j o u r n a l i s t s  a n d  m e n  w i t h  \ e n  l i t t l e  s t a k e  a m o n g s t  t h e  

M u h a m m a d a n  c o m m u n i t y  w i l l  h a v e  a b e t t e r  c h a n c e  of  b e i n g  r e t u r n e d . ’ * 
T h e r e f o i e  t h e  d e p u t a t i o n ' s  w a n l e d  s e p a i a t e  e l e c t o r a t e  not  l o r ' t h e  

b e n e f i t  of i h e  M u s l i m  t o m m u m U  as  a w h o l e  but  toi  t h e  \ c s t e d  i n t er e s t !  

a m o n g  t he  M u h a m m a d a n s  *

A n o t h e r  i n t e n t i o n  w h i c h  t h e \  e x p i r e d  as I s u b m i t t e d  w a s  1 h a t  

t h e y  s h o u l d  a l w a \ s  s i d e  w i t h  t he  n o n - p a r t i s a n  e l e m e n t s .  u \ ,  E u r o p e a n s  

a n d  t h e  n o m i n a t e d  mi t f i ihe i s  N<»\\ forgt u n a t c l \ , t h e  n o m i n a t e d  b l oc k
h a s  v a n i s h e d  f r o m  lHie l e g i s l a t u r e ,  b u t ,  »b\  i n t i o d y c i n g  s e p a r a t e  

e l e c t o r a t e  in t he  C o r p o r a t i o n  t h e  s p o n s o r s  oi  t )*> Hi l l  wdio i n h e r i t  t h e  

s a m e  i d e a  as of t h o s e  g e n t l e m e n  w h o  led t h e  d e p u t a t i o n ,  l i ke  to a t t a c h  

M u h a m m a d a n s  fj inf ix  to t h e  E u r o p e a n s  b\  s e p a r a t i n g  t h e m  f ro m  t h e  

n a t i o n a l i s t  H i n d u s ,  a n d  m a k e  t he  Hi l l  as  tar as  p o s s i b l e  ant  i - na l  i on a l .

A n o t h e r  i n t e n t i o n  of m t n u h n i n g  s ep a r a t e  e l n t o i a t e  l ias  b e e n  g i v e n  

ou t  b \  *Sir  ( i e o r g e  ( a m  pbe l l  on t he  floor of t h i s  H o u s e  o n l \  J h e  AT h e r -*** 
d a \ . At t he  t i m e  of s e r m o n i s i n g  t he  C o n g r e s s  tin* h o n o u r a b l e  g e n t l e ­
m a n  s a i d  “ t h e  C o n g r e s s  p a i t x  m i g h t  e \ e n  c o n s i d e r  it an a d x a n t a g e  to 
be  reli<»ved o f  t h i s  g i e a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  ol  t he  C a h u t t a  C o i p o r a t i o n  l r o m  
y e a r  t o  x c a r ,  because* f r o m w h a t  1 h a x e  h eard  in t l i i s  H o u s e ,  t i m e  a n d  
a g a i n ,  it i s  u s e d  as  a s t i c k  t o  b e l a b o u r  t h e i r  b a c k s .  S o  I s u g g e s t  to 
t h e m  t h a t  thex m i g h t  s u p p o r t  t h i s  Bi l l  in o r d e r  t o  ge t  a b a l a m  c o f  
p o w e r . ” K v e r \ b o d y  k n o w s  w h a t  is tli i> b a l . m c e  of p o w c i .  In  

a n  u n g u a r d e d  m o m e n t  t h e  g e n t l e m a n  let out  t h e  real  i n t e n ­
t i o n  o f  i n t r o d u c i n g  t h i s  B i l l  T h e  i n t e n t i o n  is us d e a r  as  dax l i g h t .
T h e  B r i t i s h  p e o p l e  w a n t e d  t h e  b a l a n c e  of  [ tower  a n d  t hei r  u l t er i o r  

i n ^ ' i i t i y n  is 1o s e p a r a t e  t h e  n a t i o n a l i s t  M u h a m m a d a n s  f ro m t h e  

n a t i o n a l i s t  H i n d u s  a n d  atta< h t h e m  to t h e  E u r o p e a n s ,  so t hat  Ihev m a y  

u s e  t h e  M u h a m m a d a n s  a c c o r d i n g  as  thex  l i ke .

T h e s e  E u r o p e a n  g e n t l e m e n  f o r  ‘JOH \ e a r s  s u p p o r t e d  t he  c a u s e  o f  

H i n d u s  w i t h  v e s t ed  interest.* in o r d e r  to c r u s h  d o w n  t h e  M u h a m ­
madans i n  Bengtl arid n o w  t hex  axe  t r y i n g  to i i d e  on tli4**-|?ffTibarn- 

m a d u n s  in  o rd e r  1o cr u s h  clown t h e  n a t i o n a l i s m  t hat  ih in evob'ne,© 

n o w - a - d a y s  in  t h e  H i m l u  e o m m u n i t v  N o w .  S i r .  I w a n t  to »av ft* my 
M u h a m m a d a n  f r i e n d s  t hat  t<* g o  w i t h  E u r o p e a n s  is not  to o u r  a d v a n ­

t a g e .  L o o k  at  t h e  h i s t o n  of t h e  w o r l d ,  l ook at  t h e  cane o f  A l b a n i a ,  

look at  t h e  c a s e  of  T a l e M i n e .  a n d  l ook  i n t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  India. Yon 
will find t h a t  these* ^ E u r o p e a n  g e n t l e m e n  are  tfee g r e a t e s t  e n e m i e s  of
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Is lam and \lussalmans. Never think that they will be friends of tf^e 
Bengal Muslims. Now-a-days the Mfthainmadans are supposed to be 
perpetuarlf minors. Signor Mussolini claims to be the guardian of the 
Muhammadans. Now Herr Hitler comes forward and says that he has 
become their guardian. Japan from th<*’ East claims that she is the 
guardian of tjhe Muhammadans and these B rit ish# people from the 
W est—are supposed to bf,» the guardians of Muhammadans, sooner the 
minority ceases the better for the Mussalman. (An interruption from 
Mr. Afzal.) Yes, I know Mr. Afzal, the redoubtable Muktear of 
I ’intjpur, will interrupt me now and then because he comes from a 
district which is noted lor its dacoits.

Now, Sir, 1 give v/m the history of separate electorate. It is better 
that the Muhammadans in then own interests should accept joint 
electorate withr reservation' of seat.s. You an* getting 22 members only. 
With these 22 membefs you cannot do anything. In a House of !M. 
22 is a very insignificant number and v>u will have to join with some­
body. I t  is now your choice to find out with whom >ou \^ill join. If 
you join with the Europeans I submit they ale very slippery. They are 
the ven  persons who ruined the cause of Mussalmans all over the 
wocjd. The Hindus might have done sfune wrong to \ ou but the\ are 
your coifiitrymen. You may mix with them; you may be friends 
with them; you may adjust your claims with them, you come forward 
and ask, demand and claim, justice from them, but from the Europeans 
you can never claim justice. The\ are the enemies, the true enemies, 
the real enemie.s of Islam. Islamic powers and Islamic countries are 
ruined by their machinations. Even now the\ are trying to obliterate 
the Muslim power from the face of the world. Now, Sir, I recommend 
joint electorate with reservation of seats and I think some prominent 
people of our country an* of opinion that joint electorate is for the 
interests of the Muhammadans. I do not want to go further.  I  only 
want to quote a passage from a book.

Mr. 8PEAKER: I hope you will finish your speech by 6-30.

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: If \ou will permit me, Sir, 
I wish to contiuue my speech after the adjournment for prayer.

(AVurt* stage the House was adjourned for 15 foinutes.)

( A f t e r  a d j o u r n m e n t .)

rMaulvi ABU H088AIN SARKAR: I was saying, Sir, before the
House adjourned for prayer, that joint electorate tf'as for the good of 
the Mahomedans. Thj** view of mine was endorsed even by Maulana
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.A^ram Khan iu his book “ Misra and Swutantra Nirbachan” published 
hy the Muslim LeapuV of Bengal in 1!V«. In that book the Maulana 
says—
____ _____ ____  __ i i  .

“r o w  ftott w r sifaro &rf s t w s ,  s
W *5 v ie w t f w *  i nr*re TOt

W 2PW WWW;  \*P*R <5T$T WFti =flt I *&*$, •
« fi tf& L  T̂jRT STtolt OTRTT 5tU*
frorci ©i*iw* <jrfc\5? W tifw , 5;w «‘m  ^rti? wrrfu htwwwct

—OTTTO « SWfttW BjfipFT^, 3irT3T afa fawft&IW $FT*T qfalTffTOU
t o  q 5̂ 5S5 ^  a* «itf$  aj^rtsr «mr i «***{

CTfeSCTR ^5WM WCM TO«T « etfwrSTÔ * faOTT COT
®nn ?rf«ca:w arew  ^ h w h  ^ttnrm'tr  ̂ ■rtf t o  W k  f̂ms\

®rtWT? ftvRT 5TSRJ 4'f<Ct)— "taJM CTT̂f c5c  ̂ \S!ft[t̂ f*v?57 ?r̂TT $f ST'S 1'' #

T h i s  v i e w  >ti l l  h o l d s  g o o d .  T h e  onl y  t h i n g  is  t h a t  t h e  M a u l a n a
S a h e h  h a s  c h a n g e d  hi> o p i n i o n ,  a n d  t or  w h a t  c \ c r y  b o d y  k n o w n .  F r o m  

s n o t h e r  p o i n t  ot  v i e w , • K i r ,  l l i i s  j o i n t  e l e c t o r a t e  m  th<» C a l c u t t a  C o r p o r a ­
t i o n  w i l l  h e  f o i  t h e  g o o d  oi  t h e  M a h o m e d a n . s .  \ V e  art* g e t t i n g  22  seatH 
n o  d o u b t .  Hut  it w e  g e t  j o i n t  e l e c t o r a t e ,  w e  s l ial l  1h» a b l e  to i n f l u e n c e  
the* H i n d u  o p i n i o n  b e c a u s e  t or  o u r  \ o t e s  H i n d u  g e n t l e m e n  m u s t  come 
t o  u s  a n d  m u s t  re>pe< t ou i  f e e l i n g s  a n d  o u r  i n t e r e s t .

The next ])oint 1 piopose is the abolition oi the system of nomina­
tion, which is against the principle of democracy* It in only bringing 
in some people by the back door who aie opposed to the interest of the 
country I submit tlie House will considei all these things and 
support my motion 1 onl\ pres* foi joint electorate with reservation
of seats for Mahomedans and tor the abolition of the system of
nomination.

W i t h  these w o r d s ,  S n , 1 commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House.

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Mr Speaker, Sir, 1 denire to 
move the amendment which stands in my name that the Bill be 
recommitted to the Select Committee with instructions to submit their 
report by the 7th of May, 19-J9.

Sir, when 1 bring forward this amendment before this House for 
its consideration, it requires some amount of explanation as to why 
I should be taking this step. I am well aware, Sir, that in the Select 
Committee we who repres«yit a particular point of viewntfffie in a 
minority of tour; and one can well realise, that by the overwhelming 
number of votes of members who represent a different point of view, 
at eveyy step our suggestions, our recommendation** and our amend­
ment* are likely jo be smothered. With full consciousness of *that 
position I am again bringing forward this amendment before this
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House for its consideration, and that att itude on my part requires some 
explanation. At the very outset I take this opportunity of paying 
that  tribute which is due to the Chairman of the Select Committee, 
the Hon ble Nawab Bahadur of Dacca. He showed us. the minority, 
sufficient consideration and courtesy winch avoided situations which 
might otherwise have been created. In view of t\»at when I  bring 
forward this motion, I <lo it in all sincerity and I Jditfit the time, within 
which the report ot the Select Committee should come before this 
House to the 7th of May, so that we in this House can have our final 
say«in this session with regard to tliis Bill which has been of an 
extreulely controversial character. 1 know, Sir, there was a great deal 
of eagerness on the pail of some members to finish the deliberations of 
J,he Select Committee within a day or two by sheer 'force of votes, but 
it was the courtesy ot ( the Chairman again which avoided such an 
eventualih and the yiinoritv was given some opportunity of backing 
up their recommendations with argument and' reason. 1, therefore, 
claim that the, House would be well advised if they accept this amend­
ment and send this Bill again to the Select Committee with the direc­
tion that the final recommendations should come uj) before this House 
b\ the 7th of Ma\. This is not a blocking motion; it is *not inspired 
by an obstructive attitude; but the real icason which has actuated me 
to bring in this amendment, in spite of the background which is 
against this Bill, is that much will be gained and nothing will# be lost 
if the unfit er is sent back to the Select Committee. W hy? I will ask 
the lfon'ble Ministei-in-charge, I will ask the entire Cabinet, to take 
note of the situation created b\ this Bill having been placed on the 
legislative anvil. I will ask ihem in all humilitv and in all serious­
ness mil in thrust this Bill in this shape down the throat of Calcutta 
but to take note of the situation which has made itself abundantly 
clear that the people of Calcutta have not taken and will not take,
this Bill lying down. I am not using these \u>rds by wat\ ot a threat.
But I am asking the Cabinet. I am appealing to that statesmanship 
which is expected to inspin* their action,-- that statesmanship which 
requires that full note should be taken of the situation which has been 
created h\ reason of the Bill having been brought befoie this House 
and having been sought to be rushed through this session. Sir, I  
know that this Bill was not circulated for public opinion. I know that 
the opinion of the Calcutta Corporation was not sought for. I know 
there was a desire on the part of the majority party in this House to 
see this J^tll through in this very session. In spite of that, public 
opinion in Calcutta has not remained quiet. Public opinion in 
Calcutta, Hindu public opinion at any rate, has made itself amply 
vocal and has not at all left itself in the region of uncertainty. They 
may1 say that it is inspired by a spirit ot communa.Hsm. That would 
he an easy wav of disposing of the strong protest that has been lodged
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a ^ in s t  this Bill .  At the same time Government would b# extremely 
ill-advised if they think that theje is no sincerity, there is no genuine­
ness behind this agitation, behind this storm of protest which^Jias been 
raised from one corner of the city to the* other. That agitation, •[ Van 
assure the House, is not actuated b\ a desire to check the growth of a 
new spirit amongst the Moslem community in this c i t y - t h e  spirit of » 
self-assertiveness which has been manifest in these days It is not 
such fl#spirit whic^ilias actuated the Opposition to this Bill. On the  
other hand, the real reason which has uispiied thi> citswide agitation 
to this ill-conceived measure is this, that b\ means of this Bill# an 
overwhelming majority ot'the  population of Calcutta is going, to be 
reduced to the position ot a helpless and miserable minority. JThat i» 
not a ])osition whjch an) democratic body can countenance with 
equanimity. 1 will ask those niertibcis *ho ha^e pressed for bringing
in this Bill iri this House not to fiout the opimon ot the overwhelming  
majority of thr population ot Calcutta. They feel and genuinely feel 
that the allotment ot ‘•irats to them is so unrtkasonablc. and contrary to 
all considerations ot justice and fair play. thyt the matter require* 
.serious reconsider at ion at the hands of the ( iovernment. 1 am not for
the time being talking ot separate electorates That is a matter on 
which there has been considerable expression of opinion in this House 
on broad grounds o f  nationalism and common citizenship. If these 
considerations do not appeal t<* mv friends opposite. T mn not gj^ng 
to prolong the quarrel on that point to-da\ on the floor of thfr llou.se. 
But what about the number o f  s e a t s ?  Have you got any right 
whatsoever, because you are armed with authority drawn from the 
distant corners <>f Bengal, to override the unanimous opinion of the 
majority community in this eit\ ;uid to reduce them to the position 
of a miserable minority!" That is what I am asking vou to consider.
It nun be that if the Bill is .sent back to the Select Committee to be 
once again resubmitted t o  t h i s  11 o u s t *  hv t h e  7 t h  of May, the Select 
Committee may evolve some m e t h o d s  and some means which will meet 
all the different p o i n t s  o f  view and allay the resentment outside thi® 
House which has been expressed in no uncertain manner all over thi® 
e i t f . •

Take note of that feeling and sentiment so genuinely entertained 
and so vehemently expressed Do n o t  flout it : do not disdain it ; do 
not treat it with contempt. There is force in it: there is meaning in 
it: there is p u r p le  in it. And I would ask you members _ijf the  
Cabinet and the members of this House who have got power in their  
hands and the control of the situation in this House, -not to overlook 
those unmistakable signs. If there is any genuineness in it, it  
behoves *a responsible Government which you claim to be to take n^te 
of it, to try to allay it and to find out a v ia media  which will meet 
the different points of view honestly, fairly anjjl squarelv, and bring
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about An honourable reconciliation. Well, as I have already s t a t ^ ,  
we in the Select Committee had to grapple wi£h the desire for rush 
and hurry evinced by the majority of the members. And although the 
Coifiinittee had to come up \*ith a proposal for a slight extension of 
time, even then h o  many different considerations had to be taken up, 
so many conflicting views had to be reconciled, that even the extension 
up to the 30tH of March was found to be wholly inftdequate for doing 
justice to this matter. * f * *«

I am again reminding the H on’ble Nawab Bahadur tha t with regard 
to <Jhis allotment of scats if an increase in the number of seats is 
proposed, it will certainly require some further materials to be taken 
into entosideration before final allotment can be made. Schedules have 

tbeen proposed by way€ of amendments by some members of this House, 
apparently on the materials which were then available to the members 
of the Select Committee from the point of view of population, from 
the point of view of the number of voters and* so on and so forth. I t  
may be that there is considerable room for improvement in this direc­
tion. 1 would ask file members of the Cabinet and the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge* not to trample under their feet this very modest 
request to send the matter back to be returned to tfiis Hoifte by the 7th 
of May in good time to be taken into consideration and to give it the 
final imprimatur of this House on the shape it takes in the Select 
Committee. 4

«. *
1 would suggest to the Hon ble Minister not to conclude the debate 

this evening. I would again ask him to think over this matter this 
even nig and overnight, and to come prepared after furthei consultation 
with his honourable colleagues on the particular suggestion put 
forward b\ me—the very modest request to send the matter back to 
the Select Committee to be brought back before the House by the 
7th of M a \ .

1 submit, Sir, that there are various other matters which can be 
thrashed out effectively only in the frankness and freedom of the
Committee room. You know. Sir, that the Select Committee has been

* *given power under the rules to call for expert evidence and hear 
witnesses. Is it a matter. Sir, in which one can say with any show 
of boldness without fear of contradiction, that it is not a matter in 
which interested parties need be given a hearing and that it is not a
matter, in which expert evidence need be taken either oral or docu­
m e n ta ry ^  A fundamental change is going to f)e introduced in 
the constitution of the government of Calcutta. Joint electorates are 
going to be substituted by separate electorates in the matter of allot­
ment of seats. The Scheduled Castes are going to have separate 
representation in particular wards. Nobody knows what claim those 
particular wards have got to separate representation of the Scheduled



Cartes in preference to tĥ e other wards of the city. Wtmt are the 
materials which induced the sponsor of the Bill to provide those parti­
cular wards and no other wards with separate scats for the Scheduled 
Castes? These matters have got to he* considered. Admittedly, *we 
have to go into these intricate  and ven difficult questions on the fresh 
materials which ma\ he placed before tis These are matters not 
exactly connected ^with political convictions 01 politicaf theories, hut 
of h a^ f  facts. And \  do s a \ , that nobodn can he so hold as to assert 
that in the course of >> or (> da\s we have done justice to these intricate 
questions and we have done what w c as responsible politicians and
members of the Legislative should do to shape the future of city
like the city of Calcutta

•

I would again appeal to the H o n ’ h l e  Minisier-in-charge to defei his  ̂
final reph till to-morrow or the da\ attei* 1 know some of my friends 
over there will violently shake then h e a d s  (I ,lighter) , hut I would 
ask them to take a long view ot the mailer and not to tr\ to smother
public opinion in thi>%tashion Thcv ha\c £ot the pother; they have
got t he legal competence but lia\e t h c \  ^ o t  tlif moral competence to 
peipctrate such an outrage!*' That i' the question that 1 am asking.

It may f>e that public opinion whnh has been expressing itself 
80 far in the shape ot meeting, in the shape ot Imrtnls, in the shape 
of (dosing of shops, might take some other torm Kvenbody here is 
anxiours*to allay public resentment. 1 am as much anxious as yoiwire 
in this matter, and take it irom me that I will join with you in any
attempt to give public opinion a tair chance of expression before this
Bill is given its final shape and torm on the floor of this House.
(Applause from Opposition Benches.)

Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: M, Spe akei, Sir, at t he outset
I feel it ill) duty to express mu grateful lhanks to the lion ’hie the 
Nawab Bahadui of Dacca tot his broad s\mpath\ toi the people ot the 
Scheduled Castes. Sir, it is to] the fijst lime that representation 
has been sought to be given to the Scheduled Caste* on the 
Corporation, so that the\ miyht ha\e a \on e in <fie municipal
affairs of the cit \,  but. Si?, the method of representation
proposed in the Bill is rathei detective. It proposes reservation
of seats through joint electorate. Let Us. Sir. analyse the
implications of this method. We all know that the caste
Hindus are in & majority in all the constituencies of t h i ^ n H  — 
roughly speaking the ra t i o  t>f population lwtween the caste (TTndus and 
the Scheduled Castes would he X8 to 12. So, Sir, it is all too apparent 
that the votes of the former will decide the elections, that is to say o 
deserving person belonging to the Schedule 1 Castes may be rejected 
and an undesirabh* person may l>e returned. Herein, Sir, lies the 
fallacy. This fallacy can only be removed if# voting is confined to
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the people for whom representation .is nie^nt. (Dr. N a l in a k ^ h a  
Sanyal : Are you supporting or opposing the recommittal motion?)
Have patience. The Bill proposes to allot 7 seats to the Scheduled 
CaMes on the population basis. Sir, whatever these seats are, instead 
of being seats for the Scheduled Cactes, they will, in effect, be 
additional seats for the majority community.

« fc •

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Are you supporting or opposing 
the recommittal motion?

'Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 hope you will now siiy whethei you are opposing
or supporting the recommittal motion.

1 Mr. PULIN BEtfARY MULLICK: I am coming to that, S i r .  
There must be some grounds. (Dr. N a l i n a k s h *  S a n y a l :  Recount
them. You are not coming \o any conclusion*.)

Sir, reservation of seMs is nothing but a mockery, and, therefore, 
such a thing should be opposed at all costs.

Then again, Sir, the proposed method, if adopted, force the
people of the Scheduled Tastes to join the Congress (Dr N u j n a k s h a  

Sanyal: What a great sin!),  though they' have kept themselves away
from this movement so far.

^ i r ,  jhe analogy of the Poona Pact has no application or* bearing 
here, because in tlie rural areas the people ot the Scheduled Castes 
art* not in such a hopeless minority.

But m Calcutta the population ratio and other factors being what 
they an*, there will not he the slightest chain e for the return of a 
Scheduled Castes’ candidate unless he nets the suppoi t <>t tIn* Congtess. 
So, Sir, there is absolutely no justification toi setting up a machinery
which goes against t h e  i n t e i e s t s  of t h e s e  p e o p l e

Bafau PREMHARI BARMA: On a jHimt oi older, Su. You have 
ruled that sepaiate electorate for Scheduled Caste? is not witjnu W*.he 
scope of the Bill and now the motion before the llou.se is whethei the 
Bill should In* recommitted to the Selet t Committee or not. But 
Mr. Mullick is speaking whether theie should be separate electorate or 
joint electorate for the Scheduled Castes

—r 4
Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 am not looking at ftt from that point of view. 

Just as Mr. Santosh Kumai Basil discussed this matter in considering 
the merits of the Bill, so Mr. Mulli<k is al«o diM-us.sing this question 
in considering the merits of the Bill. But I hope Mr. Mullick will 
come to the conclusion as soon as jvossible a* to whether he is support­
ing- the motion for recommittal or not.
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PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: Sir. I am coining tô thut. As 
I hmve already stated, «it is  ̂inconsistent with the Statement *of Objects 
and Reasons of the Bill, which Vlearh l a y s  down the polit y  ot the 
Government, namely, “ to safeguard the interest*” of thes(**i>eo|*le. 
Sir, this method of joint electorate h a s  been tried in the c a s e  of a more 
powerful and more advanced community than t h e  Scheduled C a s t e s  and 
the concensus of opinion of this commumh is that th^ method has 
failed. So, Sir, thi$ experiment should not he n;jH\ited in tho case of the 
Scheduled Castes.

In conclusion I submit that the Bili with its rejn»rt and the various 
dissentient notes, has beey subjected to the closest scrutiny ot the  
honourable members of tins House and a very large nuinlwr ol amend­
ments has been the result of sudi scrutiny A judicious selection of 
these amendments and then- adoption will certaiiih remove legitimate*  
grievances. So, Sir, I submit that then* is no ou.se lor iecommitt.il and 
I, therefore, oppose the amendment toi lecomnuHal.

• t
%

The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAN Bahadur, of Dacca:
Sir, 1 have listened caieiully and patiently to the speet lies made b\ my 
friends who iiave mAved the several amendments toi recommitting this 
Bill to the Select Committee 1 iegret that I find the\ ha\e made out 
no case ioi recommittal 1 shall ;>ive mv iepl> sjH*ciall\ to the 
impassioned si>eech which has been made bv my Iriend, Mi. Santosh 
Kumar Uasu. Firstly, while thanking him for ihe ven kiml woids 
which he has used alx>ut me, I legict 1 do not agiee with him. . .

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: jsur* •« !

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca:
Sir, th<̂  Bill is a \e iv  simple Bill wilh a \ cj\ lew clauses Theic are 
five piinciples involved in this Hill I ■ i r s 11 v, is this House prepar'd
to grant separate electorate to ihe Muslims ui a<icpt joint elcctoi.ite 
for them? Secondly, is thi^ House piepand to give ie]>resentation to 
labBur!* Thirdly, is this House prepaicd to give i epresent ation to 
Anglo-Indians? Fourthly, is this House prepaied to give icpiesenta-  
tion to the Scheduled Castes? And fifthly, is this Hou*** prepared to 
accept nomination or not ?

I am grateful to Mr. Basu when he said that the Hindu public 
opinion has been expressed jji no unceitain teims, and I can a.ssute him 
in this House that Muslim publi< opinion h.«s a l s o  been ex pleased in 
no uncertain terms........

i
Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Then reconcile the*»e two opinions
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The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dana:
This House also had had the opportunity pi giving its opinion wrien 
this Bill was ieferred to the Select Committee. The Select Committee 
ha^ thoroughly gone into this matter and have, by a majoiity, accepted 
most* of the principles of the hill and sent back the Bill for the accept­
ance of the House. I t  is for this Hou£e to thrash this Bill here.......

t •
Dr. NALINAK8HA’ 8AN YAL : We want torpFevent thraaljing!

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca:
Thanjt you very much for your interruption. 1 do not see why this 
Bill should be recommitted to the Select Committee. It may be decided 
in this House whether the piinciples of the Bill should be accepted or 

•not. I  think, this Bill has been sufficiently discussed not only by the 
Committee but also in this House and therefoie, I oppose all the motions 
that have been moved by the several membeis.

, 4
Mf. SPEAKER: I* have selected the motion of Rai Harendra Nath 

Ohaudhuri (No. 6) for putting to vote* first, because that contains the 
earliest date available, namely, the ;J0th April. *

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, theie aie two principles involved 
ii^Jthe different amendments that have* Wen moved.

Mr. 8PEAKER : Will you name one motion whi(h may be considered 
the main motion so that I ma\ put that to \ote his t?

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: So far as the motion of Maulvi 
Abu Hossain Sarkai is concerned, that stands by itself. I t  has ^o t  
a definite purpose.

Mr. 8PEAKER: If  the (>J)|m>̂ i»it»n ag iee s  I may put the motion 
of Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar fiist.

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Theie aie two groups of motions— 
one group is for recommittal with different dates* and the other is for 
recommittal with diffeient instructions.

Mr. 8PEAKER: W hat I propose to do i s  that I will first put 
whether the Bill should be recommitted at all oi not. If  that fails, 
then other motions fall through automatically. On an occasion like 
thjs, I am anxious that m e m W s  should get the op]*>rtunity of leaving 
early.
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J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, we would like that the 
motion of Mauhi Abfl Hossain Sarkai he first put to vote.

•

The motion of Maulvi Abu llossain S.ukai that the ( a h u t  t^v Munici­
pal (*\mendment) Bill, 19119, be recomirtitted to the Select Com toft tee 
with instructions to make provision ior...

(a  ̂ Joint elet^oyite with reservation of seats t i n  .\Tusliuis; aud

(b) to abolish nomination and to allot hitheito nominated seats to 
different constituencies proportionately,

•

with instructions to submit their icjH>it b\ :Ust 1 ul \ , 19:$9, 4ml that 
the quorum of tha Select Committee be fixed at the, \n,is then put and 
a division taken. • * 9

AYES 83.

Abdul Wahad, Maulvi.
Abu Hosiain Sarkar, Maulvi.
Aftul Pail, Mr. Md.
Ackaryya Chaudlfcry, MahAaJa Saihi Kanta, at 

Muktafaaha, Mymaniinfh.
Ahmad Khan, Mr. Syad.
Aiimuddin Ahmad, Mr.
Banarji, Mr. P.
Banarjaa, Mr. Paramatha Nath.
Banarji, Mr. Satya Priya.
Banarjaa, Mr. gikaatk.
Barma, Baku Pramhari.
Barma, Mr. puipajit.
Barman, Baku Shyama Prasad.
Barman, Baku llpandra Nath.
I aiu, Mr. Jatindra Natk.
Baiu, Mr. Santoik Kumar.
Mmwmlk, Dr. Qakinda Chandra, 
fhwai, Baku Laktkmi Narayan.
Biawai, Mr. Raaik Lai.
Bitwai, Mr. lurandra Nath.
Ckakrakarty, Baku Narandra Narayan. 
Ckattapadhyay, Mr. Haripada.
Ckaudkuri, Rai Harandra Natk.
Dai, Baku Mahim Ckandra.
DM, Bah# Radhanatk.
Dai, Mr. Maamahan.
Dai flupta, Baku Khagandra Natk.
Dai Supta, Dr. 4. M.
Dai ttupta, Srijut Narandra Natk.
Dvtta, Mr. Dhirandra Natk.
Dafui, Mr. Harandra Natk.
DutU, Mr. sukumar.
Dutta ttupta, Misa Mira#
Dutta Mazumdar, Mr. Nikarandu.
Emdadul Ha<u«, Kati. 
flhoaa, Mr. Atul Krtikna.
Qiasuddia AhaMd, Mr.
Baawamif Mr. Tulai Ckandra.
Bapta, Mr. Jagatk Ckandra.
Masaa AH Ckavdkary, Mr. Syad.
JalaJuddia MaaiMmy, Mr. Syad.

Jalan, Mr. i.
Kumar, Mr. Atul Ckandra.
Kundu. Mr. Nlikitha Natk.
Maltl, Mr. Nikunja Bihari.

Majl, Mr. Adwalta Kumar.
Majumdar, Mn. Hamaprava.
Mai, Mr. Iiarar Chandra.
Mandat, Mr. Amrita Lai.
Mandal, Mr. Jagandra Nath. Y
Mandal, Mr. Krishna Praiad. 
Manirutiaman lilamakadi. Maulana Mi 
Maqkul Hataln, Mr.
Maakarjaa, Dr. Syamapraaad.
Mukarji Mr. Dkirandra Narayan. 
Mukkarjaa, Mr. B.
MukMrjl, Dr. N. C.
Mukhtrji, Dr. lharat Chandra.
Mullick, Sri j «t Aihutath.
Nukir, Mr. Ham Chandra.
Nauihar All, Mr. lyad.
Pain, Mr. Barada Pratanaa.
Paul, Sir Hari Sankar.
Ramiiuddin Ahmad, Mr.
Ray, Mr. Charu Ckandra.
Ray, Mr. Dkananjay.
Ray, Mr. Kamalkriikna.
Ray, Mr. Kiran lankar.
Ray, Mr. Kiikari Patl.
Ray, Rai Bahadur Kihirad Chandra. 
Ray, Mr. Manmatha Nath.
Sanyal, Or. Nalinakika. 
lanyai, Mr. lasanka ftakkar. 
tan, Baku Naiandra Nath. _
Ian, Rai Bahadur dagaah Chaadriu 
Ikakadaii, Mr.
Ihamiuddin Akmad, Mr. 
liaka, Srijut MaaHidra Bhutan, 
tur, Mr. Harandra Kumar.
Tapuriaa, Rai Bakadur Maaaftu Lali. 
W altar Rakmaa, Maulvi.
Zaman, Mr. a . M. A.
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AU*f Axix, Maulana Md.
AM«I Bari, Maulvi.
AM Ml HaHz^Mr. Mirxa.
AkdufHaflx, Mr. Mia.
Ahdol Hakim, Maulvi.
Abdul Hakim Vikrampuri, Maulvi Md.
Akdul Hamid, Mr. A. M.
Abdul Hamid Skak, Mfulvl.
Akdul Jtbftir, Maulvi.
Akdul Kadar, Mr. alias Lai Maak.
Akdul Karim, Mr.
Akdul Latif Biswas, Maulvi.
Akdul Majid, Mr. Syad.
AkdukWakab Khan, Mr.
Akdulla*al Makamaod, Mr.
Akdur Rahman, Khan Bakadur A. F M.
Akdur RaMkld Mahmaad, Mr.
Akdur Raakaad, Maulvi.
Akdur Raul, Kkan Sahib Maulvi ».« #
Akdur Rauf, Mr. tkak.
Akdur Raxxak, Maulvi.
Akdoa Skahaad, Maulvi Md.
Akidur Raza Ohowdhury, Kkan Bakadur Maulvt 
Akul Haihim , Maulvi.
Akul Haaaln Ahmad, kfr.
Akul Quasam, Maulvi. *
Aftak All, Mr.
Attab Hosaln Jaardar, Maulvi.
Akmad Ali Enayatpuri, Khan Bahadur Maulana. 
Ahmad Ali Mridha, Maulvi.
Ahmad Hotain, Mr.
Alfazuddtn Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi.
Ami nullah, Khan Sahik Maulvi. *

'~mii"3ii Mia, Maulvi Md.
Aahrafall, M r.V
Aulad Hoaiain Khan, Maulvi.
Aihar AJi, Maulvi.
Barat Ali. Mr. Md.
Ball-Hart, Win P. B.
•lomanstock, Mr. L, M.
Brasher, Mr. F. C.
Ohippandala, Mr. J. W.
Clark, Mr. I. A.
Oat, Mr. Anukuf Chandra.
Dai, Rai Sahib Kirit Bhuaan.
Oaaa, Babu Dabandra Nath.
Edbar, Mr. Upandranath 
Farhad Rasa Chawdhury, Mr. M.
Farhut Bana Khanam, Beg urn.
Fazlul Quadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvi.
Faxlur Rahman, Mr.
Faxlur Rahman iMymanaingh), Mr. 
tiamas, Mr. A. 
ftrtffitks, Mr. C.
Oyasuddln Akmad Chaudhury, Alkadj.
Habit ullah, tha Han'bla Nawab Bahadur K., at

Dacca.
HaRxuddin ^hawdhury, Maulvi.
Hamiduddin Atftftd, Kha* Sahib.
Hamilton, Mr. K. A.
Haaanuxxamaa, Maulvi Md.
Mashom All Kkan, Klaa Bahadur Maulvi.
Matiaa Muraktd , Mrs. M. B. E.

t
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H ate m ally Jamadar, Kkan Sahib Maulvi.
Hawkinfs, Mr. R. 4.
Handry, Mr. David.
Hirtzal, Mr. M. A. F.
Idris Akmad Mia, Maulvi.
Isparfani, Mr. M. A. H.
Jalaluddin Akmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi.
dasimuddin Ahmad, Mn
Kabiruddin Khan, K hy Bahadur Maulv*.
Kannady, Mr. I. Q. 4
Mcfirtfar, Mr. B. B.
Mallxuddin Akmad, Dr.
Maflzuddin Akmad, Maulvi.
Mafuira, |lr. t . T.
Maktakuddin Ahmad, Kkan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Mandal, Mr. Banku Bahari.
Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra.
Mandal, Mr. Jaf at Chandra.

* Mohammad Ali, Khan Bahadur.
Mohun Ali, Mr. Md.
Motlam Ali Mollah, Maulvi.
Moxammal Huy, Maulvi Md.
Muhammad Afzal, Khan Sahib Maulvi Syad. 
Muhammad Ibrihim, Maulvi.
Mahammad lahaqua, Maulvi.
Muhammad Israil, Maulvi.
Muhammad Siddiqua, Khan Bahadur Dr. lyad, 
Muhammad Solaimaif, Khan sattb Maulvi.
Mullick, tha Hon'fele Mr. Mukunda Bahary.
Mullick, Mr. Pulm Bahary.
Musharruff Hosiam, the Han’bla Nawab, Khan 

Bahadur.
Muftafawsal Haque, Mr. Syad. t
Mustafa All Dawan, Maulvi.
Nandy, tha Hon'bla Maharaja Srisckandra, ol 

Coasimbazar.
Nasarullah, Nawabzada K.
Nazimuddin, the Hon'ble Khwaja Sir, K. C. I. E. 
Nooruddin, Mr. K.
Norton, Mr. H. R.
Patton, Mr W.C.
Rahman, Khan Bakadur A. M. L.
Raikut, tha Hon’au Mr. Praaanna Dab.
Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr.
Roy, tha Hon'bla Sir Bijoy Prasad Stagb.
Roy, Mr. Patiram.
Sadaruddin Ahmad, Mr.
Satlruddin Ahmad, Haji.
Salim, Mr. S. A.
Sarkar, Babu Madhusudan. «
Sarkar, tha Hon'blo Mr. Nalini Ranjaa.
Sorajul Islam, Mr.
Shahabuddin, Mr. Khwaja, C. B. E.
Shamsuddin Ahmad Khandkar, Mr.
Sirdar, Baku Litta Munda.
Smith, Mr H. Brabant.
Stovan, Mr. J. W. R.
Suhra»ardy, tha Hon'Ma l*r. H. S.
Tamixuddla Khan, Tha Han’bla Mr.
Totol Ahmad Chowdhary, Maulvi Halt.
Watkar, Mr. W. A. M.
Wordaworth, Mr. W. C.
Zahar Ahmad Ckoudhury, Maulvi.

t h e  m e t  i o n  w a s  l u s t .
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yThe motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Snnyal that tlu» Bill be recommitted 
to the original Select Committee with instructions to report bv .the 
31ftt Ju ly , 19^9, and Hie quorum the Committee be fixed at seven was 
then put and lost. # •• #

The motion o f  Mr. Dhirentjra Nath Datta that ihe Bill Ik* recommif- 
ted to the Select Committee consisting ot the same member* us l>efoie 
with instructions *o submit their report b\ (lie loth M*iy, 19-59, and 
that quorum M #he Select Committee l>e 4i\ed ;;s before was then 
put and lost.

The motion ot Mr. Santosh Kuniai Hasu that ihe Bill he recommitted 
to the Select Committee with instruction* to submit their repoit J>y the 
7th of M a \ . 19-J9, was then pul and lost.

The motion of J{ai llarendra Nath ( haudhuri tha* tin* Bill be recom­
mitted to .the Select Committee wrtli instruction* t<> submit their rejmrf 
by the -MMh April, 19*19, was then put and lô t*

The motion ot the U on’ble Nawab KJiwaja llabibullah Bahadur of 
Dacca that the Calcutfh Municipal Amendim*nt Bill, 19$), as reported 
by the Select Committee, be taken into consideration was then put und 
aj?ree<l to.

Adjournment.

The* House wa^ then adjourned till 4-46 p.m. on Wednesday, the 
19th April, 1939, at the Assembly House, Calcutta.
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935.
*

T h e  A s s e m b l y  ruet in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on 
Wednesday, the 19th April, 1939, at 4-45 p.m.

Present:

M*. Speaker (the H o n ’b l e  Khan Bahadur M. A / m  l  H a i j u k , ( i . k . )  

in the Chair, 10 Ilon’ble Ministers and 201 members.

Obituary reference.

Mr. 8PEAKER: Indies and gentlemen, -once again it is my
melancholy and moirnful duty to reter to a sad death, that ot 
Mr. Manoraiijan Banner jec 1 went to the hospital, as I said befoie, 
yesterday, and little did 1 (lien realise that he would die *>o soon, even 
though his condition was serious. But soon attei the adjournment 
ot the House yesterday I was apprised of the sad news of’ his death 
over the phone. Mr. Bannerjee was ver\ well known to u^, and I 

" • a n  renumber some of his speeches, notably his speech in connection 
with the hunger-strike in the Dacca Jail.  It struck me that he was 
one who, while speaking with feeling-., could yet exercise a considerable 
amount of reservation and sobriety. lit* w’as one of those w’hose winning 
manners mid sua\e temperament a l w a \ s  attracted o t h e i s  to him and 
made him popular among members.

1 a m  sure ,  th e  s y m p a t h y  o f  a l l  w o u ld  go  to  the  C on gre ss  party for  
th e ir  having: lost tw o  ot th e ir  v a lu e d  m em b ers  as a result  o f  th e  recent  
u n fo r tu n a t e  rai lway a cc id en t .

1 imdeistatid t h a t ,  m  m c w  o t  t h e s e  successive deaths, it is  the desire
ot some meniheis, especially of the Opposition, to speak a few words
on this occasion. 1 desire, therefore, to give them this opportunity 
before putting1 the resolution to the House.

The-Hw’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAH 8ARKER* S ir ,  I r ise  to
associate myself with e\eiy thing that has fallen from you.
Mr. Bannerjee was such a good friend to me that it is difficult for 
me to express in words how I miss him. Tie was a stalwart fighter in 
the cause of India's freedom, lie rendered very good services to the 
cause of this country. He was so popular that in election he could be
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wiccessful even agaipst millionaires, though hr himself could hardly 
spend much money. He was vary popular in the district of Dacca and 
throughout Bengal for his Congress activities. Even when i i  wa^ my 
misfortune to cease connection witft the Congress, so far as 
Mr. Bannerjee was concerned, he maintained his old friendship with 
me. I can claim his friendship tor the last quarter of a century, * 
during which tihie I always found him to be a very sincere and 
patritfic gentleman* May his soul rest in peace! I suggest, Sir, that 
you would convey our message of sympathy to the bereaved 
family for his sudden death.

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Mi Speakei. Sir, the
Opposition has wfthin the last month sphered ♦lie less of three of iff 
members, and it is a poignant tiling also to note that all these three 
belonged to Dacca. We lost Khan Bahadur * Sved Abdul Hafiz,
who was snatched J^ay from us by illness a! a moment when
none of us thought that his end was so neai An accident has again 
taken away from us two ot ou» most \al liable member*. In
Mr. Birendra Nat)^ Mazuindar the Congress lost oue of the stoutest 
champions in its fight for the salvation of India We expected that 
though Mr. Munoranjan Bannerjee had received a severe injury, 
Providence would yet spare him. When I visited him at flu* hospital 
soon afjter his lemoval, he was able to talk. He communseat<mi IJV 
me the sad news of the death of Mi' Birendra Nath Mazmndai, lie 
complained of a pain which he could not locate at that time, but we 
all expected that he would survive. But the hand of Death lias
cruelly snatched him away from u* lie died and hi- children who 
were away at Dacca could not be present ' b y  his bed-side. It w a s  a 
heart-rending scene to see his wife arriving after his death S h e  never 
expected it. She was wailing and said: “ He wa- to return in about
a week’s time; who knew, when he came t<*> shoulder tin- ics|M>nsibilifles 
of the legislative A s s e m b l y ,  that h e  would go awa\ from me and the 
children, never to je turn” . Words fail me to give an adequate 
expression to the sense of loss and sorrow that we the members of the 
Opposition feel on this occasion. All that I can say is, if sorrow 
shared is sorrow le^s, let the relations of the bereaved gentlemen know 
that we all keenly share the loss which they have sustained. May their 
souls rest in peace!

With these w»rdst Sir, I associate myself with the motiffn before 
the House.

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Mr Speakei. Sir, we gre
really very sorry tfiat within a very short spell of time, duiing which 
the A«w»mbl\ has met, we have lost three of oui %al«ed Miembeis. You
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have already mentioned about the death of Khan,Bahadur Syed Abdul 
Hafiz, who was a meml>er and the Deputy leade r  of my party. There­
after tww#of the members of the Congress party have Buffered death.
It is very unfortunate, being* an accidental affair. Sir, everybody 
know* how the accident took pi are and l«*)w ot the two members, who 
sustained severe injuries, one died instantaneously, and the other 
Manoranjan Babu, who was in the hospital, died las\ night. When I 
went to see him I thought he wa* sleeping, because only rec^htly 1 
had been to Dacca I heard that all ot them bad left for Calcutta 
tog^'ther. Sir. we do not know when summons would come to us, but 
in thi*', world it is really \ery painful if th*1 pangs of sorrow come at 
a time when it i* least expected. It is quite true that death will snatch 
away even one from this world, and that nobody will W spared. But 
when it happens accidentally,, it is ver\ painful. I have nothing more 
to sa.v, Sir, expect tha'i 1 knew7 these two gentlemen very well from 
1920, when 1 began m\ political c a i e c i .  Theieattei, Sir, we have 
worked together shoulder to shoulder with,, Birendra Balm and 
Manoranjan Balm, as has alreadx said h\ the Hon'hle Mi. Nalini Ranjan 
Sarker. Both of them w e r e  courteous and amiable gentlemen and good 
friends, and 1 am sun* e\er\bod\ in this Houm*, whuknew J>oth ot them, 
will sn\ that a s  friend> in social life, c e r t a i n h  t h e v  weie two brilliant 
workers and p e r f e c t  gentlemen, although while in t h e  O p p osit ion  we 
might say harsh wo**ds to our opponents I realU feel. Sir, t h a t  their 
deaths buve been jm inful not only to their families but to us also.

With these words, Sii, I express the view* ot m\ pait\ and I share
the sorrow, and wish \ou, S n , to convey our sincere and deepest
condolence to the members of the bereaved family

Mr. JATINDRA NATH BA8U: Mr Speaker, Sir, on behalf of
the group to which 1 belong, 1 associate m\selt wholeheartedly with 
what has fallen from the previous speaker*.

Sir, as ha* been pointed out h\ Mi Shanisuddin Ahmed, it causes 
a great wrench it death comes to one in the wa\ that it cam** to 
Mr Birendra Nath Mazumdai and Mr Manoranjan Bannerjee. They 
have l>een snatched awa\ when their departure from their sphere of 
work was not at all expected

Sir, it ma\ l>e that m\ group differed from the group to which
he belonged in various matters regarding the work 'of this House, but
it was a pleasure to have a clean and straight opponent. A clean and
straight opponent is as respected and loved as a colleague. We are
sorry to lose such a valued member of this House.<\ *

Sir, we associate ourselves with the expression of grief and of 
condolence to the bereaved family.
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• Mr. HEM CHANDRA NASKER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, T join my
v<5ice with the previ<«iN speakers, anti on behalf of my jproifp I express
my prrief at the sod death of i l r .  Bannerjoe. May hi« soul rest in 
peace! f hope that a letter of eondolenee will he sent to th^Jhereuved 
family.

Mr. J. W. CHIPPENDALE I Mi Speaker, Sir, ofi behalf of the
An^kMndian ‘•nftijP, I he^ to as>ociaie myself with all that has been 
said hy you and tlie other members of this House. We knew the two 
gentlemen, who were very keen members of this Assembly, and we art* 
sorry that death h a s  eome to them so suddenly S i i . their emf wa>
very tragic. Our heaits ^o out in sympath\ and sorrow to tlio.se who 
art* no more. It reminds me that m the midst ot life we uie in death. 
Sii, we express our sorrow and MmpaOiy to the bereaved families itl 
this «rreat calamity

Mr. W. C. WORbsWORTH: Mi S p e a k e r ,  S n  . t itts g n m p  w i s h e s

t o  i i sMHiate  i t s e l f  w i t h  a l l  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  s a i d  f r o m t h e  ( ' h a i r  a n d  w i t l i  
al l  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n s ^ * }  r e l i c t  t h a l  l l i e  o t h e i  m e m b e r s  h a \ e  u t t e i e d  W e  

k ne w  m u  Two d e a d  f r i e n d s  as  l i ne  f i g h t e r s  t<»i t h e n  o p i n i o n s  a n d  a s  

\ a l i a n t  w o i k e r s  f or  t h e n  ^t <mp  a m i  as  m e n  w h o  h a d  d o n e  jjreat se? \ i ce  

ant i  w e r e  d o i n y  j»ood w o i k  toi  tin* g e n e i a l  w e l f a r e  of  B e n g a l .  T h e
E u r o p e a n  y i o u p  hs^ k i a t e s  itM-lf w i t h  t h e  e x p i e s s i o n  of  s \ mp « i t  h
i rr i ef  b y  t h e  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  of  t h i s  H o u s e .  *

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am sine that it is the desiie of the House to
send a message of condolence to the member* of the bereaved family. 
I shall now nsk the members of the House to rise m t heir scats to 
signify then assent

(All the membei-r rose m then M-als )

Thank you, j/entlemen.

1 mi*rht s a y  that His [\\< ellem y  the Ooverrioi has also sent a
message of eondolenee on tin* sad death of Mi Banerjee, to be <on\eyed
to the beieaved family.

Following the piactice which we have been hitherto following, it 
is our duty to adjourn now But before I do so,  ] mi^ht say that , 
in view’ of tht* fact that to-day was fixed for non-official^ienolutions 
and to-morrow for non-official Bills and a I.so in view of the fact that 
we have had non-officials Bills already, I think it is the desire of the 
House to take up non-official resolutions to-morrow instead of non- 
offici&l Bills. (Turning to Mr .logrsli Cli.imlra Gupta) do you ^itfrep 
to the t?
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Mr. 1IOGE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Sir, I agree that we shall 
have resolution* to-morrow, but I have a suggestion to make for yohr 
consideration, and it is th i s : if we take up resolutions to-morrow, the 
non-official Bills will all be—what I should say—massacred, unless 
half an hour is allotted for the purpose of introducing Bills only, 
without having any discussion as regards Circulation, etc.

Mr. 8PEAKER: I shall consider that point latert. But to-morrow
we shall take up non-official resolutions first. 4

Adjournment.

The House waa then adjourned till 4-45 p.m. t‘ii Thursday, the 
20th oi April, 1939. at' the A ss e m b ly  H ou se ,  Calcutta.
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Proceeding* of the' Bengal JLegulative Assembly assembled 

under the provisions of the Government of India Act,,{935.
• ^

#
T h e  A s se m b ly  met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, 

the 20th April, lfW), at 445 p.m.
• • • •

Present:

Mr. Speaker (the Hon'ble Khan Bahadur M. Azi/.n. II \uvk, * i.K.'l 
in the Chair. 11 Hon’ble Ministers and 213 members.

Oath or Affirmation.

The following menJber> made the oath* oi affirmation ot their 
allegiance to the Crown •

(1) Mr. J \  Ii .  F rench (elected from tin* Bengal Chumbef of 
Commerce)

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of, order, Sir May I 
know if, this gentleman has been elected as a result of the no^ificimtwr* 
circulated on Saturday in accordance with which das hefnie yesterday 
was the last day for scrutiny------.

Mr. 8PEAKER: So far as  thif> mattei is concerned, I have no 
jurisdiction and I cannot take cognisance of jt except that I am 
communicating the order of the returning officer that he h a s  been 
elected.

(2  ̂ Mr. C. W. Miles (elected from the Indian Tea Association)

STARRED QUESTIONS'
(to which oral answers were given)

Government subsidy to the Bengal Provincial Co-operative Bank.
• r.

*353. Mr. HARENORA NATH DOLUI: <-n Will th. li.mhle
Minister in charge of the Co-operative ( ’redif and Bural Indebtedness 
Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that an annual 
subsidy of two lakhs of rupees is being paid by the Government to*he  
Bengal Provincial Co-operative Bank. Limited!'
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(b) I f  tjie answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the H on’ble 
M inister he pleased to state the purpose for which the subsidy is being 
given to this Bank?

MINISTER in charge of the CO-pPERATIVE CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda 
Behary Mullick): (a) Yes.

(b) The hon’ble member is referred to the recArrf of proeeed'iugs in 
the Legislative Council, dated the !3rd December, 1080, and also to the 
official report of the Assembly proceedings, dated the 2nd September, 
lW f r ja s t .

Mr. SATYA PRIYA BANERJI: W i t h  l e f Vi e nc e  to tb), a i t e i
booking up the piocee/.ings referred to, I find that the purpose of the 
subsidy has been the M'mission of aiieai interest and the reduction of
rate of interest. \ \  ill the lion ble Mmistci be p l e a s e d  to state how
much arrear interest lias been (emitted till the ./0th June. 19-S!"

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: A l l  t h a t  T
can say is that anear inteiest has been remittee’, but Jot the exact
figure, 1 must ask for notice.

Mr. 8ATYA PRIYA BANERJI: Will the Hon‘ble Minister be 
•"jrtfased to state what has been the reduction in the rate of interest 'i

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Foi that al o
I ask for notice.

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Honble  Minister be
pleased to state which particulai portion of the proceedings of the
Legislative Council of -Jrd December, 1080, is referred to, as it is not 
on<* of the documents which is readiK available to the membeis of this 
House y

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: It nters to
the debate that >\as laiscd on this question betoie the late Bengal 
Legislative Council.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: W i l l  the H on’ble Minister be
pleased fh state exactly what i s  that? It i s  a  question of privilege.
For s o m e  time past, t h e  Hon’ble Minister h a s  been ansvveiiifg questions 
in this fashion. He refers to some sort of documents either available 
or not available to the members. I would like to know* to what 
particular portion of the debate he refers. I t  is very unfair to auswer 
questions in this fashion.



# Mr* SPEAKER: AH I can say is that the Hon'ble Minister’will ho 
perfectly justified to refer to offycial reports of this Assembly. But I 
do not think it is correct constitutional procedure to refei to proceedings 
of another House. • *

•

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I am not 
referring to anofhci House, hut 1 am referring to tlie late Bengal  
I/c^isMtive ( ’ouncfl. *

•

Search of the District Congress “ PraJ& Office*’ at Rangpur.

*354. Mr. JftTINDRA NATH CHAKRABARTY: «,/> Is the 
H on’ble Minister in ehai^c of the Norm* (Police) Department aware-—

that the District Congress “ Praja Ollice” at Ban^rpur was 
searched on the 4th March, 1^39; and

(if) that about (MHI copies of a Bengali publication ( “ Bartaman 
Kajnaitik Sankat O Mussalmander Kart \ abba” ) by Mr. 
AJd. Khtanul Haque Ktiendi have been seized h\ tlie locul 
police undei the orders of the District Magistrate?

ib)  Have the Government banned the said booJv?

( c)  *If the answer to { In is in the aHirmalive, will th<» Hon •IX 
Minister be pleased to state—

the date of the notification; and
(//> the objectionable portion foi \\hi< h the book lias been banned?

i d)  If the l>ook is not banned, will the Honble  Minister bo pleased 
to state what is tin* reason for which the search was made and the books 
were seized?

MINISTER in charge of the HOME (POLICE) DEPARTMENT 
(tile Kon’bie Khwaja Sir Na2imuddin): Ye*

(b) No.
(r)  Does not arise.
(d)  Because the book was believed to contain matter which falls

within the purvit*v of sections 124A and 153A of the Indian P*nal Code, 
t

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Will the Hon’blc Minister be 
pleased .to state what made him believe that the book contains matter 
which falls within the purview of sections 124A and 153A of the Init ian 
Penal Code?
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* The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Information received was 
to that effect.

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: W ill the H on’ble M inister be 
pleased to state whether the book was place*! before the Advocate-General

* before i t  was seized P

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No. we cannot place it 
before the Advocate-General until it is seized.

i

MK DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: W ill the Hon ble M inister be 
pleased to state if he has himself read the book?
« <

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: W ill the Hon'We M inister be pleased 
to state if the book wan examined after it had been seized?

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I t is being ex'amined now.

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: W ill the Hon‘ble M inister be 
$Jar.sed to state how many copies of the book are required to btj seized 
in order \o be examined by the Advocate-General?

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: All the copies were seized. 
I f  the lx>ok is found to come within the purview of the relevant sections 
they will be seized perm anently; otherwise they will be returned.

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: W ill the Hon ble M inister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that at the present moment the copies of 
the book have been seized and kept in custody of Government not in 
accordance with any lawP

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 do not think so

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: W .ll the Hon’ble M inister be pleased 
to state by virtue of what law Government keep in their possession, by 
force, a number of books which have not b^en banned* or which do not 
come within the purview of any section of any existing law which 
gives Government power to seize and keep them in their possession?
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the Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: They have been taken 
possession of under the relevant sections of the Act.
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'M r .  JOCC8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minuter be •
pleased to state what rfre the relevant sections of the Act which enable 
the Government to take possession of books, the nature of which has not 
been ascertained? t •• •

Th* Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : I ask for notice.
. •

Mr. <ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: W ill the* Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state when that particular book was published und when it 
was seized?

Mr. SPEAKER: A-* reminds the last portion, it does not arise, 
because it is in the question itself.

• •

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: Is the H obble Minister aware of  
the fact that publication of every book requires notification to the 
Government during one#ftionth,8 time? *

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 am not aware of that.
• *

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state if any notification was given by the publisher or priuter 
of th a t book? *

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: As tar as 1 um aware, it 
was not pi ven.

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: According to the Press Act, every 
printer or publisher is bound to send a copy of any book published to 
the Registration Office at W riters’ Buildings within one m^nth of its 
publication. Now, Sir, my question is if more than one month had 
elapsed from the date of publication, then the Government must have 
ample opportunity to examine the book and come to a definite decision 
as to whether the book is to be proscribed or seized or treated in any 
other way. Under the circumstances, what justification have Govern­
ment got to seize the book, and that is why I have asked for the date 
of publication and the seizure of the book.

The Hon’ble Kfywaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: These are all arguments 
and not asking any question.* 

Mr. SPEAKER: But you may answer when it was published.

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 ask for notice
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Maulvi< ABU H08SAIN SARKAR: W ill the H on’b le-M in ister/be  
pleased to state what is the source o f ^ is  information which led him  to 
§eize the book?

•«
Th* Hon’bla Khwaja Sir llAZIMUDDIN: I  regret I cannot disclose 

the source of the information on grounds*of public policy, 
t ,

Polioe search for a leaflet “ Bartaman Rajnaitik Sdntfat 0 Mussafimander 
Kartyabba” by Mr. Md. Eteamil Haque Effendi of Domar, 
Rangpur.

*356. Babu KHACENDRA NATH DA8 CUPTA: (a) I* the
H on’ble M inister in charge of the Home D epartm ent aware—

1 (i) that very recently the D istrict Congress Office, the D istrict
Krishak OflfiVe and the K alikrishna Machine Press of R ang- 
pur were searched for a booklet “ Bartam an R ajnaitik  
Xankat 0  ^fussa'lniander K artyabba” written by Mr. Md.
Elisanul H,a(|Ue Eft'endi of Doinar, R angpur; and

n) that nil the copies of the booklet found (hiring the searches 
were taken away by the Police?

(b) Has the aforesaid l>ooklet been proscribed by the OovernmentP 
(r) I f  the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the H on’ble M inister 

be pleaded to state what was the reason for taking an ay all tfne copies 
of the booklet from the said offices?

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Ye*
(b) No.
(r) Because the booklet was believed to contain m atter which falls

w ithin the purview of sections 124A and 153A of the Indian Penal Code.

Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN : W ith ref< ‘rence to answei {r), will 
the Hon’ble M inister be pleased to state by whom was it so believed?

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Believed by Government.

Poundra Kshatriya.

•358. Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: un W ill the H on’ble
M inister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether, 
since the answer given by the H on’ble M inister in charge of the Revenue 
Department to starred question No. 92 on the 3rd September, 1937, his 
department has received any petition enclosing the opinion of the 
iW n d ra  K shatriya caste praying for the adoption by Government of the 
name “ Poundra K shatriya” in place of “ Pod’"?
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^(b) If  so, will the H on’ble M inister be pleased to lay on #t he. table a # 
copy of the said petition?. ’

(r) W hat action, if any, has been taken on it?
(d) Has any formal notification beeif issued instructing tha t *the 

above community should be ^mentioned in all documents and corre­
spondences as “ Poundra K>hatriya” ?

* •
(e) If  the ansvjer^to id) is in the negative^ is the Hon'ble M inister 

considering the desirability of—

(/) coming to an early decision; and
(if) notifying their said decision?

The Hon’ble Kjiwaja Sir NAZiMUDDIN: u> to (< > Two such peti. 
tions have been received by Government and copies thereof are lai<f 
on the table. An amendment of the Government of India (Scheduled 
Castes) Order, 1936, wpuld 1m* necessary to effect the change and His 
M ajesty’s Government*have already been mored in the m atter through 
the Government of India. A reply is awaited-

(d ) No.
• •

(e) I ide answer to («), (h ' and {c) above.

Petitions referred to m the reply to clause {b) of starred question
So.  356. •

Calcutta, the 2oth February, 1938.

From — Mr. Patiram  Roy, m  l . a . ,  o K ,  Middle Road, Kntally, 
Calcutta,

To— The H on’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, k t . ,  Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Departm ent, Government of 
Bengal.

I on behalf of the “ Poundra K shutriya” community of Bengal have 
thfc honour to request your kind attention to the starred question No. 67 
under the heading “ Designation of ‘Pod’ in the list of Scheduled 
Castes” which came up in the current session of the Bengal leg isla tive 
Assembly House on 23rd February last. In reply to the supplementary 
questions which were put in connection with this on the floor of the 
House you kindly consented that you had no objection to using the 
name “ Poundra K shatriya’* in supersession of all other additional names 
used to represent the community.

I , therefore, have the honour to request you to be so good as to issue 
a public circular asking the officials concerned to see that the tam e 
may be sefely used in the office of the Sub-Registrars, in the preparation
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* of the .voters’ list in the various Union Boards, Local Boards, Distjrict 
Boards, Municipalities, Provincial apd Central* Assemblies, in the 
ensuing census list and on all occasions and institutions where the men- 
tio» of the caste name is necessary.

For this act of kindness I shall always feel myself obliged.
I beg to further request you that I may be supplied with the memo, 

copy of the circular that you would be pleased to ispue.
Thanking you in anticipation.

No. 23-0, dated Calcutta, the 8th April, 1938.

From—Mr. Patiram  rRov, m.l .a., 5K. Middle Road, E n tally , 
Calcutta)

To—The H on’ble Minister in charge the Horne (Political) 
( Department of the Government of Bengal.

In reply to my question (starred question No. fj7) tha t was put on 
23rd February last on the floor «»f 1he Bengal Legislative Assembly 
regarding the change in the name of the community described as “ Pod”  
in the list of the Scheduled ( ’antes, for “ Poundra K shatriya” the 
H on’ble Minister in .charge of the Revenue Department gave me assur- 

that the Government would certainly have no obje<tion in using 
the word “ Poundra K shatriva’V Accordingly in m\ letter No. 19-0, 
dated Calcutta, the 25th February, and in the subsequent reminder 
No. 21-0, dated Calcutta, the 12th March last, I requested the Hon’ble 
Minister to issue a public circular asking the officials to see that the 
name might be safely used in all official and non-official concerns.

It is reliably known that the issuing of such circulars depends on 
the consent of the Hon’ble M inistn in charge of the Home (Political) 
Department.

So, it is my earnest request on behalf of m\ community that you 
would be pleased to give necessary consent in the m atter that a circular 
may lk» issued by the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister for using thV name 
“ Poundra K shatriya” in all official and non-official concerns.

For this generosity and favour showing, the Poundra K shatriya 
community will ever stand grateful to you. Thanking vou in antici­
pation.

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: W ill the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to ntflte if Government will expedite the m atter?

Yht Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Certainly. Sir. We are 
try ing our level best.



* Mr, ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: W ill the H on'ble Jlin iste r W , 
pleased to state if Government will allow the name in the registra­
tion of documents which is a pfovincial subject ?

Tb# Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN* As far as 1 know, it £a 
not possible; I will look into thi< matter.

••
Holders of Imperial, Provincial and Subordinate Services in Bengal*

*357. Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN: Will tin* Hon’ble Minister in ch&rge 
of the Home Department be pleased to state—

(a) how manj; Im perial, Provincial and Subordinate servic*
holders are there in the Bengal Government;

(h) how many ot these service holders are Muhammadan*;
(c) how many of the Muhammadan service holders are U rdu

speaking:; * •
(d) how many of the Muhammadan service holders are Bengali

speaking, and
(<?) whether the Muhammadans have reached their quota in acoorcU 

ance with their proportional population streng th?
•

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: <«) to {d) Such tn fo rn n T  
tion as is readily available will be found in the current edition of the 
Bengal Civil L ist. The full details asked for by the hon’ble member 
involve in their compilation a degree of time and labour which I regret 
I am not prepared to undertake.

(e) No.

Potty Police oases in Calcutta due to the arrest of hawkers, rickshaw- 
pullers, etc,

•358# Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: (a) W ill the 
H on'ble Minister in charge of the Home (Police) D epartm ent be pleased 
to sta te  whether it is a fact that a number of hawkers, ricksha w- 
pullers and cart-drivers are arrested in Calcutta and suburbs and petty 
cases are instituted against them ?

(h) If so— •

(/ ) how many hawkers, rickshaw-pullers and bullock cart drivers 
were arrested during the year 1988-39; and

(it) Ugainst how many of them petty cases were instituted in tfie 
various Police Courts of C alcutta?

MM®-] QUESTIONS. 9S
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(c) ^ iU  the H on’ble M inister be fu rther pleased to sta te  w hether
he is aware that the police allow a number of* persons to carry 'on
business by spreading their wares 6n the pavements of the various 
streets ©f Calcutta where a number of people collect and thereby cause 
obstruction to pedestrians?

(d) I f  the answer to (c) be in the affirmative, is the Ilon 'b le  M inister 
considering the desirability of—

(i) inquiring into the m atter; and
(ii) laying a copy of the enquiry report on the table?

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes.
(b) (i) 38,810 hawkers, 16,379 rickshaw-pullers and 8,104 bullock

drivers were arrested during 1938.
(ii) 38,805 hawkers,* 10,37^ rickshaw-pullers and 8,104 bullock cart 

•drivers.
(c) No. '
(d) Does not arise.

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: W ith reference- to am w er ( o ,  will
the Hon'ble M inister be pleased to state whether the H on’ble 
M inister himself goes about the streets of Calcutta with his eyes shut 
.or with his eyes open? 

t
Mr. SPEAKERS That question does not arise.

*359. The question stood in the name of the late Mr. M anoranjan 
Banerjee and was taken out of the list.

Enquiry Committees (during 1937-38 and 1938-39).

•360. Mr. MAQBUL HOSAIN: W ill the H on'ble M inister in 
charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state—

(a) the number of Enquiry Committees that have been formed in
the years 1937-38 and 1938-39, separately; and • 1

(b) the names of mem Iters of the different Committees showing the
amount drawn bv each of them up to the 10th March, 1939?

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan Barker): un Two in th t year 1937-18 and 
16 in the year 1938-39.

(b) A statem ent showing the names of the Committees, the number 
o f  members in each and the amounts in lump paid to the members of  
<each up to  10th March, 1939, is laid on the table. A further statem ent
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fifing the name* oI members of the various Committees is .placed oo 
the’Library table. The collection of further details would involve an 
expenditure of time and labour w&ich I am reluctant to set in train.

• • .

Statement referred to in the reply clause (ii) to starred question No. 360 
showing details of the Enquiry Committees set up during 1937*38 and 
1938-39.

Name of the Enquiry Committee. Number
of

members.

1. Damodar Canal Enquiry Committee . .
2. Board of Conciliation to investigate the trade

dispute between M ^ rs . Burn & Co., Manag-# 
ing Agents of the Indian Iron & Steel Co., 
Ltd., and the workmen of the said Company.

18
3

Amount in lump 
paid to all the 
members up 
to 10th March, 

1939.

Rs. a. p.

1,156 7 0 
0,314 8 0

3. West Bengal Forest Committee 14 Nil
4. Jute Enquiry Committee 23 4,917 0 0
fi. Paddy and Rice Enquiry Committee 24 5,571 0 0
6. Industrial Survey Committee 14 221 8 0
7. Chaukidari Enquiry Committee 20 9,93.% 7 0"
8. Advisory Committee to examine the cases of 

terrorist convicts.
9 353 9 0

9. Rent Enquiry Committee 20 2,672 8 0
10. Non-Agricultural Lands Committee 14 Nil
11. Primary and Adult Education Committee .. 25 Nil
12. Madrassah Education Committee 17 2,165 0 0
13. Scheduled Castes Education Committee 15 1,508 0 0
14. Youth Welfare Committee 9 1,843 0 0
15. Ahsanullah School of Engineering Reorgani­

sation Committee.
10 Nil

16. ‘Government Commercial Institute Reorganisa­
tion Committee.

15 NU

17. Committee appointed to examine what places 
other than Maijdi are suitable for selection 
as the new headquarters station of the 
Noakhali district.

15 611 11 0

18. Land Revenue Commission 11 50,909 12 6

Babu NACENDRA NATH SENS Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how is it that one of these committees does not cohimti 
any members of this Assembly?.
*
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Tht Um’M* Mr. NALINI RAfUAN SARKER: I cannot giv%
answer to that. It is not in my pos#se88ion.

• Babb HACENDRA NATH SEN: W ill the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why the Revenue Commission does not contain more 
than one M.L.A. ?

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SA RK £R: The in tim ation  
is not in my possession.

. Babtl NAGENDRA NATH 8EN : W ill the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleaded to state why in two other committees there is only one M.L.A. ?

Mr. SPEAKER: ( That question does not arise.

Mymensingh District Agricultural Farm.

*381. Mdlllvi ABDUL HAKIM1: (a) W ilfth e  Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture and Veterinary Department be pleased to 
state— c

(i ) the arable area in acres in the District Agricultural Farm at 
Mymensingh; and

^ (it) the kinds of crops grown in the aforesaid farm during a whole
• agricultural (financial) year? *

(b) W ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a  state­
ment showing, year by year, for years 1935-36, 1936-37 and 1937-38—

(i ) the gross income from all crops grown in the farm;
(ti) the cost of production excluding the expenditure of pay of 

officers and office establishment;
(iti) the area of the farm in which jute was grown;
(tv) the quantity of jute produced in this area;

(v) the area of the farm in which paddy (both aman and aus) was 
grown; and

(vt) the quantity of paddy produced in the said area?

(c) W ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state—

(i) whether manure was used in each year during the years 1935-36, 
1936-37 aityl 1937-38 in the afqresaid farm for the cultivation 
of both jute and paddy crops;

(n) if so, what sort of manure was used; 
r (tn) what was the cost oi manure in each year;

(tv) whether sugarcane was grown in the said farm;



<«) what wa« . the gross yield and aale-procaeds of the sugarcane 
in each year; . *

(vi) what was the area of & e sugarcane cultivation; and
(vii) the cost of production in each /)f the said years? #*

(d) What is the nature o f  the arable land in the aforesaid farm, i.©*, 
whether mainland or char (riparian) landP

ftflNISTER in Charge of th# AGRICULTURE and VETERINARY 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamiiuddin Khan): (a) (i) 14 acres.

(it) .4 us paddy, amnn paddy, jute, sugarcane, mustard, khitari, 
masur, gram, matikari tobacco, English vegetables, potato, ground-nut 
and pusa wheat, oats, cowpea, maize, napier grass, jowar, Bunhemp.

(5) (i) to (vi) and (c) (tit), (r) to A statement is placed on tMfe 
table. •

(c) (t) Yes.
(it) Cowdung and ‘artificial farmyard manure.
(iv) Yes.
(d ) Mainland. ,

Statement referred to in the reply to clauses (b)(i) to (vi) and (c) {*»), (t>) to (vii) 
to etarrred question No. 361 regarding Mymensingh District Agricukwral 
Farm. » *****

1935-36. 1936-37. 1937-38.

Gross income from all crops .. Rs. 1,255 Rs. 1,454 Rs. 1,015
Cost of production of the crops 

excluding the expenditure of 
pay of officers and office
establishment Rs. 1,305 Rs. 1,240 Rs. 1,230

Area of jute grown 1 20 acres •54 acres •60 acres
Quantity of jute grown 10 mds. 26 srs. 9 mds. 90 srs. 8 mds. 34 srs.
Area of paddy (both aman and

« us)4pown 12 *30 acres 13 *65 acres 15 *73 acres
Quantity <rf paddy grown 171 mds. 6- srs. 221 mds. 2 srs. 216 mds. 12 srs*
Cost of manure Rs. 41-4 Rs. 43 Rs. 47-10

Glass field  and sale-prooeeda
of sog&rcane— 

« ir  • 84 mds. 20 srs. 67 mds. 26 tn . 26 mds. 8 srs.
Cuttings 10,850 8,400 10,000

Sate'prooeeds Rs. 365 Rs. 241 Rs. 132
Are* of sugarcane 1 *05 acres 1 *05 acres *80 acres
Co4t &f production of sugar­

Rs. 227
s

cane Rs.255 Rs. 170.
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, Mr. .ABJDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minuter t* 
pleased to state the cost of production including the expenditure 6n 
the pay of officers f  ‘

. 11 1
The Hon'bla Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KH*N: I cannot say offhand; I 

want notice.

Jhenida Co-operative Bank, Jessore. 

•3G2. Khan Bahadur Maulana AHMED ALI ENAYETPURI: (a)
Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Cp-operative Credit and Rural 
Indebtedness Department aware that since the coming into operation 

S>f th,e Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act in the Jessore district the 
agriculturists are not ♦ getting short-term loans from the village 
mahajan.< Y

(b) Have the Government received proposals-of the Secretary to the 
Jhenida jOo-operative Bank for giving advances to the agriculturists of 
the Jhenida subdivision through their banks?

(c) If the answer to (b)  is in the affirmative, will' the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what sum, if any, has been allotted by the 
Co-operative Department for such advances?

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) Yes.
(b) No: the Provincial Bank has received an application.
(c) The Provincial Bank has sanctioned a loan of Rs. 6,000.

Construction of a model village at Haduatala, Mai da.

•363, Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state—

(a) what amount was sanctioned for the construction of a model 
village at Haduatala in police-station Manikchak in the 
district of Malda;

(6) what is the number of quarters that has been built up so far;
(c) how many of these quarters are occupied by /;he inhabitants of 

Bhutni or other places;
(d) what is the amount sanctioned for a quarter; and

« (e) whether the quarters were examined by the authoritie# before 
the final bill of the contractor was paid?



• MINISTER in aliaiga of tlw REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tha* 
MM’bto Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh <ftoy): (a) R*. 11.947.

(6) 168. ... .•
(c) All the quarters were occupied till November last. In December 

most of the tenants left for £hutni for cultivating kalai crop. Only 16 
families are now residing in their new quarters. Those who left their 
quarters are expeeted to return to the new quarters in July next before 
the advent of the flood in the Ganges.

(d ) Rs. 94 and Rs. 48 were sanctioned for the different pattern of 
quarters and Rs. 17 and Rs. 10 for the different pattern of kitch^a.

(e) Yes.
. o

Grant to the SorajganJ Islamic Interinediate Collage Madraasah.

•384. Mr. ABDUR RA8CHID MAHMOOD: (a) Has the attention
of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department been 
drawn to the proposal for an additional monthly grant-in-aid to the 
Serajganj Islamic Intermediate College MadrassahP

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, for how long the 
proposal is lying pending with the Government?

(c) Do the Government contemplate any action on the proposal?
(d)#If so, whenP

MINI8TER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul HtM|): Yes, in September, 1937, the Director 
of Public Instruction submitted to Government a proposal for an 
additional grant of Rs. 545 per month or a total grant of Rs. 915 
per month to be given to this institution during 1938-39 against a 
contribution of Rs. 605 only from private sources. The proposal has 
not been approved by Government, but an additional grant of Be. 130 
per month or a total grant of Rs. 500 per month has been sanctioned to 
this institution during 1938-39 on the basis of fee income amounting to 
RA. 500 per month, approximately.

Raising of prioe of paddy.

*888. Mr. IflKUNiJA BEHARI MAITI: (a)  Has the attention of 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Veterinary 
Department been drawn to the demand in the province for taking steps 
by Government to increase the price of paddy?

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Ho#’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, does he propose to take 
in the matter?
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Th. Hofl’bl. Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) ’Yet.
(b) A Committee baa been appointed to investigate the question of 

improving* the price of paddy pnd rice and to make recommendations 
in the Matter. Their report is awaited. ^

Mr. NIKUIIJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Ho*’ble Minister be 
pleased to state by which* time the committee is likely to conclude its 
labour ?

Tht Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: By June next.

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what opinion the Government hold'in regard to the 
usual price of paddy an<? ricef

Mr. SPEAKER; That is a matter of opinibn.
« *

Measures against malaria, kala-azar, etc., in Mymensingh.
* t

*366. Mr. BIRENDRA KI8HORE RAY CHOUDHURY:
W ill the H on’ble M inister in charge of the Public Health Departm ent 
be pleased to state whVit steps the M unicipalities and the D istrict Board 
have taker to counteract the development of m alaria, kala-azar, cholera 
and smallpox in the district of Mymensingh?

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): A statement showing the
precautionary measures which wore taken by both District Board and 
Municipalities to counteract the spread of the diseases is laid on the 
Library table.

Rai HARENDRA NATH OHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether any Government scheme for the 
control of malaria and kala-azar with regard to the district of M^meti- 
aingh is under execution ?

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: How does that question 
arise? This is about what step* the district boards and municipalities 
ai>e going to take. ,

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that question does not arise.

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: vafrnmt f* <m
HH W  HTTWfWT 9 fw fa  steps FWtr rtlTO?
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*Jh$ HWbto Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: J refer tb« honourable .
ipfjn$t>er to the statem ent on the Jiibrary  table where all detail! have 
been given.

Mr* CHARU CHANDRA ROY: I  subm it, Sir, th a t i t  is w ritten
in the statem ent on the library table tha t steps have been taken. W ill 
the H o b b le  M inister be pleased to state what steps have been taken P 

•• * '  •
Mr. 8PEAKER: I m ight say that it was with a great deal of 

ieluctance that this question was admitted. The m atter is really 
w ithin the adm inistrative control of local bodies. I t  is only relevant 
in so far as something of a provincial complexion is there. To *what 
extent the Provincial Government has control is a subject m atter for 
discussion. Othervfise what the anti-m alarial focieties or wlmt the » 
d istric t boards are doing it is not for th i£  Houqp to discuss, except in 
a general w ay.

•

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Step to w  Government grant W61T 
TOTCS f* fa  steps OTOf spslTOTO CVTC* WJB TOR?

The Hon’tye Mr.«TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: A full statem ent is laid 
on the Library table. I think my honourable friend is labouring under 
a misapprehension. I f  further facts are necessary, they can be enquired 
into and stated later on. •

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Step nscn »  amm pro dm aW-
*nw f« ra; a t fa  vzrtstm r p n n jw

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise.

Employment Officer, Bengal.

"367. Maulvi MD. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI: W ill the
H on’ble M inister in charge of the Industries Department be pleased to 
state—

J(a) the name of the Government Employment Officer;
(/>) the name and address of his office;
(c) the works done up to date by this officer and his office,
(d) the ways and means in which the unemployment problem is

being* tackled by tha t officer,
<e) the number of unemployed Muslims, Caste Hindus, Scheduled 

Castes, Christians and others employed up to the present 
time on the recommendations and suggestions of the 
employment officer; and 

(/) the amount of money spent by the Government for th e  
establishment, upkeep and pay of the staff, etc., uptil now?
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MINISTER in charge of the LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT and 
INDUSTRIES DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja 
Habibuljah Bahadur, of Dacca): (a) Dr. Nabagopal Das, ph .d., i .e .s.

(b) Office of the Employment Adviser to the Government of Bengal, 
(^H anders’ House, Top floor, 8, Olive Street, Calcutta.

(c) and (d) A statement is placed on the table. •
(e) I t  will be seen from the statement refefreS to above ‘'Shat in 

addition to the preparation of handbooks giving details of the oppor- 
trinities for employment in the various departments of the Governments 
of India and Bengal and in semi-Government institutions such as 
Railways, Steamer Companies, D istrict Boards and M unicipalities and 
also in the various branches of trade and commerce in the province, the 

^Employment Adviser *is generally giving advice to individuals seeking 
employment with a view to put them on the right track and not actually 
to secure employment, for individuals. The object of his appointment 
is to place at the disposal of* young men and their guardians detailed 
information iVgarding the existing opportunities of employment in 
various spheres so that they may select the right line for them and 
obtain the training required for employment in «4hc liije selected by 
them instead of wasting their money, time and energy in education 
and training to dead ends. It is impossible for Government to take 
the responsibility £or actually securing employment for all persons 
seeking it. The best that they can do is to give them the information 
regarding the opportunities for employment and guidance in the selec­
tion of the spheres of employment suitable for them and in respect of 
the training they have to obtain and the line on which they have to 
proceed for securing such employment. This is what the Employment 
Adviser is doing.

(J) Including the pay of the Employment Adviser, Ks. 12,450 
approximately.

Statement referred to in the reply to clauses (c) and (d) to starred  
question No. 367, showing the work dene hy the Em ploym ent 

Adviser.

The post of the Employment Adviser was sanctioned for one year 
with effect from the 8th August, 1938. The duties that he was called 
upon to perform are as follows:— *

(1) Preparation of Handbook giving details of opportunities of 
employment in the various departments of the Government* 
of India and Bengal and in semi-Government institutions

1 such as Bail ways, Steamer Companies, District Boards and
Municipalities, etc.
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t (2) Preparation .of another Handbook giving detaila df opportuni­
ties of employment is the various branches of industry, trade 
and commerce in this province.

(8) Sending information regarding new recruitments in Govern­
ment department#, semi-Government institutions to the two 
Universities and appropriate institutions.

^ ) Generally ^giving advice to individuals seeking employment 
with a view to put them on the righ t track.

T in  Employment Adviser has been carrying on his duties under 
^8) 8*id (4) above and has completed the draft of the Handbook under
( l )  which is expected to be printed soon. 0 c  has also undertaken the 
preparation of the Handbook under ^2) above jnd  fairly complete datp 
h are  already been collected for one o r  two industries. I t  is in con­
templation that along with the preparation of this Handbook, he should 
also undertake the collection of figures of middle class unemployment 
in Bengal with special reference to age, duration of unemployment and 
educational qualifications, etc., which will be of assistance in tackling 
the unemployment problem in the provinces on a more scientific basis.

•  •
Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: W ill the H on'ble M inister 

be pleased to wtate when did the work of drafting thin handbook com­
mence. *

•

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa:
I t  has already commenced.

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: How many months beforeP

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa:
I could not give the exact date.

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: The H on’ble M inister has
st t̂ed̂  in the statem ent, “ preparation of handbook giving details of 
opportunities of employment in the various departm ents of the 
Governments of India and Bengal and in semi-Government institu ­
tions, such as railways, steamer companies, district boards, and muni­
cipalities, e tc .” W ill the H on’ble M inister be pleased to state 
w hether these opportunities of employment include vacancies th a t 
have occurred m various.departm ents of Government and in semi- 
Government institutions P

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, ef Dfoca*
As the vacancies are advertised in all the papers, Government do noi 
think it necessary-----



• Mr. aUREMDBA NATH B it  WAS: I want ip know whether the
opportunities of employment include vacancies.

the Hon’ble Ntwab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, ef Daocar
Vacancies in all these other institutions, b&t not Government.

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’Me Minister be 
pleaded to state if he is aware that this Employine*nt Advised* was 
originally required to collect approximately the unemployment, statistics 
in this province?

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca:
H e is doing that. #
e •

Dr. NALINAK8HA ’8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be
pleased to state how far that work of this Employment Adviser has 
progressed, i.e., the collection of unemployment statistics, particularly 
of the middle (Hass?

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bohadur> of Dacca:
I  want noti(e to give a full reply.

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: W ill the H on’ble M inister be
pltfased tq stute the number of persons to whom advice has beei* given 
as mentioned Li reply (r)?

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca:
1 w ant notice.

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: W ill the H onb le  M inister be pleased 
to state whether the Employment Adviser renders practical assistance 
to individuals seeking employment so that it m ight be possible for 
them to get employment easily instead of merely giving them oral 
advice?

« «

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daocas
T hat is a request for action, Sir. 1 have already stated th a t the 
Employment Adviser is not meant for that purpose.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will t,he Hon'ble Minuter b*
pleased to sta*e ii he is aware that the Calcutta University maintains 
a department for such work as has been mentioned by him in answer 
(«) and that for a number of years there has been in existence also a 
Students' in tor mat ion Bureau for helping such students as would 
require training abroad?
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T ltt Hon’We Nawab Kfcw*Ja HABIBULLAH la h a itfv  i f  Daoaai
I  am not aware of that fact.

H r. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what steps have been token to collect figure* of the unemployed f

T h . Hon’b l .  Niwab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of D aoni
A ll ne^ssary  k>teps are being taken. I cannot answer in detail.

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8W A8: W ill the Hon ble M inister
be pleased to state whether he has himself seen the draft of the hand­
book whi'*h has l>een prepared by Ihe Employ merit Adviser?

•

Mr. 8PEAKER: Not vet prepared. •

Mr. 8URENDRA RATH BI8W A8:. The draft ha* been com­
pleted, and it is expected to be printed soon. *T want to Jcnow whether 
the H on’ble M inister has seen the draft.

•  •
Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise here

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8W A8: Will th* Hon’ble M inuter
be pleased to state what are the details of opportunities (whitfh have 
been referred to In the answer) included in the d raft?

Mr. 8PEAKER: That quest ion does not arise.

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the H on’ble M inister be
pleased to state in view of his answer to my question regarding the 
Calcutta University Appointment Bureau if Government is considering 
the desirability of examining whether this officer is not duplicating the 
functions already being carried out?

• •
The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The Calcutta University 

is doing nothing.

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I want the H on’ble M inister in
charge to reply to*my question.

.

T h . H W U l Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; I can reply if neceMary.
*

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL! Mr. Speaker. Sir. can the Hon’ttl* 
the Chief Minister reply to my question 3



Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Mr. Fttlnl Hoq will kindly nofdo
it. •

, (Criau of “Hear, hear” from the CongreM Benches.)

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HOQ: Mr. Speaker has not said
tha t 1 cannot reply. He has asked me merely not to^reply. I can reply 
if necessary. (Cries of ‘.‘Order, order”  from the Qoogress Benches.)

Mr. SPEAKER. Order, please. I hope tha t all sides of the 
House will help me in seeing th a t the proceedings are conducted in a 
maimer by which there is no interruption. I f  there is an interruption 
from any side, then my task becomes very difficult.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: My question, Sir, has not yet been 
auswered bv the H on’ble M inister. My question is “ whether the 
Government is considering tlje desirability of. exam ining w hether this 
officer is merely duplicating the work th a t is being carried on by the 
In form at ion and Appointm ent Bureau of the Calcutta U niversity and, 
if so, to discontinue this work.

Mr. SPEAKER* The la tter part of your question does not arise.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Then the first part of the question 
may be1 answered.

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa:
It has already been answered.

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: W ill ihe H on’ble M inister consider 
the desirability of including the bottom class unemployed along with 
the middle class unemployed ?

Mr. SPEAKER : That question does not arise.

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: In  how many cases the advicfc of* the 
Employment Officer has proved fru itfu l?

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa I
I want notice. *

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will it be possible lor the 
Hon’ble Minister to give us some idea of the steps taken for collecting 
figures of the unemployed without going into details?
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MISHITHA NATH KilNDUs Sir, in reply to question of
4f*f Banerjeeas to what steps have been taken to oolleot figure*
regarding the unemployed, the HWble Minister has said that he oan-
not give the details. I want to know whether he can give«ms soine 
idea of the steps that have been taken ? *

Mr. SPEAKER*! I am afraid, there cannot be any supplementary 
question of this kintl. • *

Soheme to drain out Baraohouka area, Midnapore.
e

*388. Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: (a) Will the Hon ble
M inister in charge* of the Communications and W orks D epartm ent be, 
pleased to state whether since his answers to clauses (c) and (d) to 
starred question No. 340 on the 30th September, 1937, the scheme to 
drain out the Barachouka area, Midnapore, is complete and ready for 
execution ? • 9

(b) If  the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the llo n ’ble
M inister be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the said scheme and 
estim ate ? •

(c) I f  the scheme in not ready, are the Government considering the 
desirability of taking into consideration the proposal of a minor scheme 
suggested by the affected people for the construction of a sluice at 
T ikrapara in the Balighai drain and of two regulators at Fuftala and 
Padkata, respectively?

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA HANDY, of 
COSSimbazar): {a) No. Further investigation reveals that the scheme 
referred to (Kasulpur Scheme) is a purely drainage scheme and that it 
will be of no help in raising the low land by siltation or in improving 
its productivity. By keeping out the tidal water it may also briug in 
m alaria. It has therefore been dropped.

*(6) *Does not arise.
(c) The suggestion will be considered in connection with a minor 

flushing-curri-drainage scheme for Barachouka area which has recently 
been proposed by the Chief Engineer to the local people provided that 
they agree to free tidal flushing of the low bil area which has been 
prem aturely reclaimed until# it has been sufficiently raised by siltation.

'Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: With reference to amwer (<?), 
will th* Hon’ble Minister be pleased to .state whether the myior 
fiushing-cum-drainage scheme referred to has been completed?



la o

T4w fton'bl* Maharaja tRItCHANOIIA WAIIPY,«rf OowiwlMuEri
* It has been taken up by the Chief Engineer lateiy, and we are awaiting 

a report as to whether the people wo Aid be agreeable to part with their 
lajids required for spilling.

Rai HARENDRA NATH GH AUiH URI: Will the Honble
Minister be pleased to state with reference to pnswer (a) of the 
Question whether the Government have given up # all idea of under­
taking purely drainage schemes and, if not, why this (frainage 
scheme has been dropped ?

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar:
Drainage schemes are generally discouraged by experts.

' Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Is the Hon’ble 
Minister aware that tKere are drainage schemes in Bengal which are 
working satisfactorily, such as Manikhali ,and Dankuni Drainage 
Schemes ?

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar:
It is true, there are some such drainage schemes, tu t th*t is no reason * 
why we should have more of them.

Mr. NIKUNJABEHARI MAITI: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased* to state whether the cost to be incurred in carrying* out the 
flushing scheme will be borne by Government ?

Tht Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar:
It is still in a very premature stage, and so it is not possible for me to 
give any answer to the question.

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the answer that 
no report has been received from the local people as to whether they 
would allow their lands to be taken over for spilling, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state how many years are likely to be {akep to 
get the lands silted up, as mentioned in the laet sentence 
of his answer (c) ?

Mr. SPEAKER: That is purely a matter for a geological! expert to
reply to. ,

Dr. MALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, I want to know only whether 
these lande will be taken over for Um* yeait or ten yea*s; it  caxmet be 
eternally taken w er without paying msy ora&pesnation. Tliat is my
idea.
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U  f in  MonMMt Ifataraja •RISGHANDRA NANOY, af OoariitfMuar;
I* think, bo body in this world can say how long it will take to silt up 
*o «*ea which is provided for spiling. 

Dr. HALINAK8HA 8A)IYAL: In view of this answer, how are
Government proposing to compensate those tenants whose lands are 
proposed to be taken over ?

me Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANOY, of Gossimbazar:
I am afraid, we have not reached tha t stage to say whether the lands 
will be acquired by Government, or Government expect then! to be 
given free.

• *
Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: * W ilM he H on’ble M inister be

pleased to state whether, as tlu* question is hanging for over 30 years 
and as the scheme referred to in answer (a) which was first proposed 
by Mr. Adams-Williams and which lias now been tfnswered by the 
Hon’ble M inister has completely failed, he will depute a responsible 
engineer to see if Uie work can be expedited ?

*

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANOY, of Qotaimbazars
I think no purpose will be served by sending an^ officer a t this stage, 
but certainly necessan steps will t a  taken as the m atter develops.

8pecial meeting of the Bankura 8adar Local Board.

*868. Mr. KAMALKRI8HNA ROY; (a) W ill the H on’ble 
M inister in charge of the Loral Self-Government Departm ent be pleased 
to state—

(t) why was not the special meeting of the Sadar Local Board of 
Bankura district convened for electing delegates to the Dis­
tr ic t Board held at the fixed time and place on the 20th April 
last; and

(it) at which place and a t what time the said meeting was held?

(b) Is the H on’ble M inister aw are—

(t) tha t the said special meeting was held an hour late;

(ti) that Dr. Kali K rishna Mitra, a member of the 8adarr Local 
Board, was not allowed to take part in tha t m eeting; and

^Ut) that tie  fcdrfr Snbdivisional Officer brought afmefl *politfe*iforce 
and posted them in the District Board office 1P



(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considerijfc of placing
*o]i the table copies of the legal opinion aad the eorre^pmdence whidh 
parsed between the District Magistrate, Bankura, the Commissioner of 
BurjJwainDi vision and the Secretary, Local Self-Government Depart­
ment, in the matter of election*of the Sadar Circle Officer as a member' 
of the Bankura District Board ?

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bajwclur, of Dacca;
(a) The special meeting of the Sadar Local Board of Bankura convened 
for the purpose of electing delegates to the District Board was fixed 
to be held in the District Board Meeting Room at 7 a.m. on the 20th 
April, 1938. As the meeting room was found to be under lock and key 
and as the Chairman of the District Board refused to open the room 
for the purpose, the meeting commenced punctually,at 7 a.m. on the 
Verandah of the District Board building. Owing to noisy demonstra­
tions by Congress volunteers and other outsiders it became impossible 
to hold the meeting on the verandah and the members had to go into 
the room of the Chairman, of the Local Board to complete the proceed­
ings.

(b) (i) and (w) No.
(Hi) The police had to be posted there merelj to ensufe the main­

tenance of peace by keeping the turbulent Congress volunteers at a 
distance from the place of the meeting.

(c) The legal opinion and the correspondence between tl\e local 
officers and Government are confidential and I do not propose to lay 
copies of them on the table.

Mr. KAMALKRI8HNA ROY: W ill the H on'ble M inister be 
pleased to state whether in view of answer (a ) , he thinks the change 
of venue to be a vital irregularity?

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a question of opinion.

Mr. KAMALKRI8HNA ROY: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of 
the fact that a change of venue without proper notice is a4̂ vital 
irregularity P

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: On whose report has the Hon’ble 
Minister characterised the Congress volunteers as “ turbulent” f

Jhi Hon'bfe Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooas
The District Magistrate.
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p t ,  S A N 9W  KUMAIffVMU: Will the report be available to 0 

the- members of &©ŝATssembly for information ? 
f <« ^  

The Hoit’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of*Dao&a:
t o ;  it is confidential.

Srijut MANINDRA BHU9AN 8INHA: Is it not a fact that the 
Chairman of the IHnfrrict Board gave another * version of the incident 
stated here ?

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoca:
I  an; not aware of that.

8rijut MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: Is it not a fact that the* 
police who were posted at the office room of the*Chairman the Sadar 
Local Board interfered with the freedom of accent of the members of 
the Sadar Local Board? • •

•

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooal
T dr not think so.

% ♦

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U. With regard to thin last answer, 
is that answer also based on the report of the District M agistrate which 
ip confidential?• •

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 
All correspondence between Government and local officers are confiden­
tial.

Srijut MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: Is it not a fact that no 
request was made to the Chairman of the District Board for the use of 
the District Board meeting room and that there was no mention in 
the notice convening the meeting about the venue of the meeting?

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoca:
I aiti not aware of that.

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he has received a report from the Chairman of the 
District Board, and, if h o , wluit is its gist ?

•

Th* Hon’bl. Nawab Khftaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooat
I want notice.

Mr. • KAMALKRISHNA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minuter , be 
'pleased to state what is the hsiii* for his information jyivwi in answer
M f



rtm Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dpaoa:
1 have already stated that the information is basecf on the report from 
tflk D istrict M agistrate.

Mr. KAMALKRI8HNA ROY: Han . th e  H on’ble M inister gone 
through the contents of the proceedings of the Local Board?

c

The Hon’ble Nawab'Khwaja HABIBULLAH'Bahadur, of “Dacca:
I have already stated that I have gone through them, bu t the proceed­
ings are confidential, and, therefoie, I  cannot state what the 
proceedings are.

4 Srijut MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: How can the proceedings 
of the Local Board be confidential?

(No reply.)

Mr. KAMALKRI8HHA ROY: I want to know whether the
H on’ble M unster has gone through the minutes ot tlie l^ocal Board 
meeting. His answer is based on the report ot the proceedings of the 
meeting of tlie Local Board concerned. #

Mr. S P E A K E R That quest ion does not arise. If you want any 
information you can ask him a question, but whether the .Hon’ble 
M inister has gone through a particular paper or not is not the subject- 
m atter of the original question.

Mr. KAMALKRI8HNA ROY. My submission is that one of the 
members, namely, l)r. Kali Krishna Mitra, was not allowed to take 
part in the meeting, and in answer the H on’ble M inister says “ N o” . 
In the minutes of the proceedings it will be found that Dr. Kali 
Krishna Mitra was not allowed to take part in the meeting.

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou can ask a straight question, viz.. is the
H on’ble Minister aware of the fact that it is stated in tlie report? of 
the proceedings that Dr. Kali Krishna Mitra wras not allowed to take 
part in the meeting.

(Turning to the H on'ble Minister) Mr. R oy’s questiou is whether 
the H on’ble Minister is aware of the fact that in the report of the 
proceedings of the Local Board it is mentioned that 'D r. Kali Krishna 
Mitra was not allowed to take part?  (Dr. N a lin a k sh a  S a x y a l : By
the police.) ,
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Wiweber of DaW Settlement Boards in polic*«tation Itna, Mymenaingtu'

•370. Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: («) Will th%.Hô (>le
M inister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness 
D epartm ent be pleased to stat* the names ot the Debt Settlem ent Boards 
now functioning in police-station Itna within the district of Mymen­
singh ? *

• *
(b) W ill the H on’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 

statem ent showing from the formation of each of these Boards up to  
December, 1938—

(?) the number of cases filed;
(ii) the number of cases disjmsed of;

(Hi) the number of sittings called; and
(tr) the numlter of sittings adjourned for want of quorum?

(c) If  the number of cases d isu sed  of by each Boa/ll is small, will 
the H on’ble Minister lxj p l e a s e d  to state the reason therefor?

(d ) W h a ^ is  th^ monthly establishm ent costs of all these Boards?
(e) W hat step, ii any, do the Government pro]>ose to take for better 

functioning of' these Boards?
(f) Is it in the contemplation of Government to (‘(institute thana

Boards in backward areas? *

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) Kaji,
D hanpur, Mirga, Itna , Badla, Baribari, E lenjuri, .Toyshidhi, K atkhal, 
Dhaki and Keorjoie.

ib) (i) 2,535.
(ii) 426.
(fit) 795.
(ir) 174.

• •
(c) The number of cases disjxised of is ra ther small, but this wan 

due to  failure of quorums on account of unfavourable local conditions.
(d) Us. 231.
(e) The m atter is under consideration of Government.

(/) No.

Mr, MONMOHAN DAS: With reference to answer (#), wilWhe 
Hon'ble Minister kindly explain what is meant by ice word# 
“unfavourable local conditions” ?
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< The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; Unfavour­
able local conditions are somewhat o f #this natu re: the area is locally 
kdywn to be bhanti area, which remains under deep w ater for several 
months,* *and movement fron^one place to another cannot be made 
except by boat, which is often very risky.

r

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: W ill th e ,H o n ’ble M inister 
be pleased to state whetker the figure in answer l b) ( i i )  includes the 
cases which were dismissed for d efau lt; if so, w hat is the num ber of 
such cases?

Thfe Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I must ask 
for notice, Sir.

Free distribution of seeds to Union Boards.

*371. Khan Bahadur Matilvi ABIDUR REZA CHOWDHURY:
W ill the H nn’ifle Minister in charge of the A griculture Depnitm ent l>e 
pleased to  sta te—

(a) the number of the Union Boards in each d istrict wrtiich leceived
this year free distribution ot seeds fiom the agricultural 
departm ent; and

(b) whether the Government propose to distribute seeds jree to
some of the Union Boards in the district oi Tippera?

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: [a) Union Boards aie not 
supplied with seeds free of charge. Seeds are supplied free to I Hi Union 
Board Farm s and 28o Demonstration Centres organised b\ this depart­
ment throughout the province.

(b) No.

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: W ill the H on’ble M inister be 
pleased to state whether tin* flood-affected areas have been taken in the 
list for free distribution of seeds? %

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: If  the question is 
whether seeds are distributed to union boards, then all I  can say is 
that it is not done.

Mr. 8PEAKER: In  any case, that question does not arise.

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: W ill the H on’ble M inister be 
jdeased to state if there is any union board farm in the d istrict of 
Tippera ?



, Th* Hwi’bfo Mr* TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I cannot aay that'
offhand. Probably, there are. •

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKER: Will the Hon'ble Minister be
pleased to state how many demonstration centres or union board farms 
are there in the district of Pabna P 

•• • •
Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise.

Appointment of Babu Chanchal Charan Cuba Thakurta as a Sub- 
Deputy Collector.

• •
*372. Maulvi MD. ABDU8 8HAHEED.: (a) W ill the Hon Me

M inister in chaige of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
it was a tact that a*probationai v Sub-lVputv Collector has been 
appointed under notification No. 841 A. 1)., :H>th Max, JIK3S, published 
in the dahw tta  Gazette, dated the 9th June, 1SJ38?

{b) W ill the Hon’ble Minister U* pleased to state whether the said 
officer was a*Settlement K anungo on the date of his promotion to the 
rank of Sul>-Deputy Collector?

(c) Is it not a fact— •

(i)*that he held a substantive appointment as “ Record •Keeper” 
in the ofKce of the Director of Land Re<oids and not as a 
Settlement K anungo; and

(tt) that he was promoted from the rank of clerk?

(d) If the answer to (c) (it) is in the affirmative, will the H on’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether all Collectois mid heads of the 
departm ents of the Secretariat were asked to send in nominations from 
the clerical staff?

(<?) If the answer to \d) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be^let^sed to state why the Director of Land Records, Bengal, only wa» 
asked to send nomination from his clerical staff?

(/) Is the Hon'ble M inister aware that a feeling exists amongst the 
clerical staff of other offices ?

(g) I f  so, what action, if any, does he propose to take against a 
recurrence ? •

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: («) A number of Sub* 
D eputy Collectors were appointed in this notification. I t  is presujned 
that the hon’ble member refers to Babu Chanchala (*haran (Juba 
Thakurta.

IW9-] QUESTIONS. m
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« (b), (d) and (J) No.
. ( c )  Yea.
\ e )  T ie  D irector of Land Records was not asked for nominations 

from his clerical staff, but only from Kanungoes. In  error, he sent up 
the name of th is officer who was an ex-Kanungo.

(g) The error was discovered after the appointment was made, but, 
as the officer in question* had had a distinguished «refcord as a Kanungo 
and had earned his promotion by virtue of his services as a Kanungo, 
no action was considered necessary.

D#. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: W ill the H on’ble M inister be 
pleased to state who was the D irector of Land Records who recom- 

« mended this officer? ,

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I believe it wan Mr.
Kindersley.

* '
Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the H on’ble M inuter he

pleased to give a reply to the specific question (//), fwhich unfortunately 
has not been dealt with in the answer given? The questfbn was: “ If
so, what action, if a n \, does he propo.se to take against a recurrence” , 
but no answer has been given to that.

Mr. SPEAKER: That is human nature! (L aughter.)

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I have notified the 
Director of Land Records that in future this should not be done.

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Hut what about the other
departments ?

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Such nomination is not 
likely to recur, because in this particulai case what happened was that 
the kanungo happened to be on the clerical staff. It is e^treipely 
unlikely that another case of this character will ever again occur.

Kalupania Debt Settlement Board, Noakhali.

*373. Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: AY ill the Hlm’ble M iniver in 
charge of the Co-operative Credit and R ural Indebtedness Departm ent 
be pleased tp state—

v (a) the date on which the K alupania Debt Settlem ent Board within 
police-station Sandwip in the district of Noakhali began to 
function : *
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 ̂ (b) the number of cases filed in the Debt Settlement Board together # 
with the (fates of filing o! the applications since the date 
the Board began to function up to the 28th Februwy,

(c) the number of cases disposed of*hy the Board during the said
period; #

(d) the number of cases still pending in the B oard; and
(e) whether agd% if so, how many times the Circle Officer inspected

the Board?

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) 9th
February, MW. *

(b) A statement is laid on the Library table.
(c) 64.
(d) 721.
(e) Nine times.

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: W ith reference to answers (<?) and
(d) ,  will the Hon'hle Minister be pleased to state why the number of 
cases disposetl of i* so small compared with the number of eases still 
pending, namely, 721 ?

The^Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: 1 think I 
have had occasion to explain the position from time to time* ill this 
House, when I stated that, to start with, the boards do take some time 
to understand the nature of the work. We are. however, trying to 
hurry up these m atters as quickly as possible.

Mr. RASIK LAL BI8WA8: TOmcv ajs WT TOTI
fa statement Library table a ?rr*rr W

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise.

• #
Jotes ir* Jalpaiguri Khas Mahal that changed hands and establishment 

of agricultural farms in Western Duars Khas Mahal.

•374. Babu KHACENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA: W ith reference 
to the reply to ugstarred questiou No. H4 of the 21st March, 1939, will 
the H on’ble M inister in charge of the Revenue D epartm ent l»e pleased 
to state—

(ai  how many of the 1942 jotes tha t have changed hand* since 
Mr. M ukherjee’s settlement have passed into the hands of 
the non-Bengalis;

P » .  J QUESTIONS. I ll
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(b) the names of places in the Western Duars Khas Malial where six

agricultural demonstration farms *have recently been 
established; and

(c)*the names of places ,where six more agricultural farms are 
proposed to be established for yhich provision has been made 
in the Budget of 1939-40?

*

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: (a) Out rff 1,942 
jotes, 297 jotes have passed into the hands of the non-3engalis.

(b) Agricultural demonstration farms have been started in the fol­
lowing cen tres:—

(1) Alipur Duars.
(2) Salsalabari. «
(3) Parerpar.
(4) Falakata.
(6) Madaivhat.
(6) Rangalibazna.

(c) Three farms will be established in the following centres of 
Moynaguri T ah s il:—

(1) Singimari. ’
(2) •Churabhandar.
(3) Padamati.

The sites of other three farms have not yet been selected. They will 
be established in Kumargram Duar Tahsil.

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: W ill the H on’ble Minister be 
pleased to consider the desirability of introducing legislation to prevent 
lands from passing into the hands of non-Bengalis and non-agricul- 
turisLs Y

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: As [ fiad 'the  
privilege to state before, the question of legislation to pievent lands 
from passing into the hands of non-agriculturists is under the con­
sideration of Government. It is a complicated m atter, and it will take 
some time. As regards preventing lands from passing into the hands 
of non-Bengalis, naturally non-agriculturists wfll include non- 
Bengalis !

Mr. NIKUNiJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the H on’ble Minister be 
p is se d  to state the total area of the 297 jotes that have passed into 
the hands of non-Bengalis Y



The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY I I ask for notice,, 
Sir.

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: W ill the H on’ble M inister b*
pleased to state if the stateenent made by him refers to other area* 
besides Jalpaigur^ khas lands?

«• • • •
The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Yes, Sir.

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon hie Minister be
pleased to state if (ioveniinent are considering the desirability of in tro­
ducing legislation  before the Land Revenue Commission subm it th e i^  
report ?

Mr. SPEAKER: That <,uest ion doe* not urise.

 ̂ Petitions filed for settlement of debts. 

*375. Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) W ill the Hon ble
M inister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness 
Departyient he pleased to lay on the table a statement show ing district 
by district, from the year of the establishment of the Debt Settlem ent 
Boards in the district up till the present time—

(m the total amount ot debts for the settlement of which petitions 
have been filed before the different Boards; and

(ii) the maximum amount of a single debt for the settlement of 
which a debtor has filed petition before any Board?

(b) Has any method been adopted for speedy disposal of the eases 
before the Boards?

(c)#Tf the answer to (b) [> in the affirmative, will the H on’ble 
M inister be pleased to state what is the method adopted and with what 
result ?

The Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) (i) A state­
ment is laid on the Library table.

(ii) I have no information.

(b) Measures designed to secure speedier disposal are adopted /rom 
time to time on the basis of experience gained

*•».] QUESTIONS. m
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 ̂ (c) It would take too long to enumerate all these measure* in detail:
ill particular, the two following steps Jiave been taken: The Rules have 
Jbfĉ n amended to allow—

(i) simultaneous issue of flotices under sub-section (2) of section 12 
and sub-section (1) of section 13 and of orders under section 
14 for production ot documents: and

(it) transaction of routine business by any one jpember of thewBoard.

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: W ill the Hon'ble M inister be 
pleased to Htate if he in aware of a- single ca.se in which the debt of 
am out) t involved waw Its. 25 lakhs in a single application?

* The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: No, Sir.

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble M inister be
pleased to state if he is aware that there was a single case in the Jalpai- 
guri district where the amount involved exceeded Rs. 25 lakhs?

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK," 1 am not
aware of it.

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be
pleased cto state if his department keep.s information about big land­
holders applying to 1he 1 Xel»t Settlement Hoard for settlement of sums 
exceeding the amount which an agriculturist can ever conceive of------

Mr. 8PEAKER: Tl, at question does not arise

Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: With reference to answer ( n ,  will the
H on’ble Minister be pleased to stale what is the b a s i s  of his experience?

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 'hut question does not arise.

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, T draw your attention to 
answer (<0  { i i ) .  I wanted to know the maximum amount of a single 
debt for the settlement of which petitions have been filed before the 
different boards and the answer is “ I  have no inform ation.”  J wanted 
to know a definite information and the question was admitted on the 
27th February and after two months^ the Hon’ble Ministej* savs that he 
has no information. There is section 55 (2A) of the A gricultural 
Debtors Act which provides for fixing the maximum amount of debt 
which oould be dealt with by the Debt Settlement Boards and I wanted 
to  know if any maximum amount has been fixed ?



t TIi* HM*bte Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLtOKs I would refer ,
to the statement which I made at the time of the budget. The
maximum amount has been decided upon but we have got to gettle tKe 
terms of the rules according to the legal phraseology. That is why Che 
rules have not been published

Dr. NALINA^SHA SANYAL: Will tlje Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state by what time he is expecting to be in a position to 
issue the rules?

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: In the course
of a few weeks.

• *#
Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will ll.e H<m'l>le Mini.xter be 

pleased to state it the (jiliinet h«< ileciilwl to fix the maximum amount 
at Rs. 5,000? * ,

Mr. SPEAKER; lie cannot be expected to disclose Cabinet secrets.

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'‘ble Minister be 
pleased to st-ate if be enquired before answering iify question what was 
the maximum amount of i\ single debt for which application jvas filed 
before a Debt Settlement Hoard in the province?

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: 1 would 
request the honourable member to realise that we have to deni with 20 
districts in the province having ^,'>00 board* dealing with Meveral lakhs 
of such cases.

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Tlx Hon’ble Minister has given
o Ion# statement of the total amount of debts, district by d istric t; so 
if fee kml only intended to i*-et that information, he could have------

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 cannot allow this sort of argument.

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he enquired of the amount of a single maximum debt 
in an application that was filed before a Debt Settlement Board?

Mr. SPEAKER: He has already said that it is impossible to#find 
this out when dealing with 3,500 boards.

QUESTIONS. I »
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, Mr. RA8IK LAL BIS WAS: Debt Settlement B oard  a*

flt fCICf, Pfc Wtra fsflPWRTTTC? maximum amount ftflF WCR rule
fa Cabinet a? C* protection WST? SRfc Wl'CH’S

s rm  cvrctr =rr? •
t.

Mr. 8PEAKER. That question does not arise. I must say tha t
for some time I  have been noticing that questions ar£ being put by you 
which are not fair questions— I would not say for what reasoh—but 
Ihese are not fair questions and you also know perfectly well that they 
are so.

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 
(answers to which were laid on (he table)

Election of Union Boards of Chandina and Laksham police-stations, 
Tippera.

157. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: W ill the Hon’ble
M inister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department he pleased 
to state when the election of the Union Boards of Chandina and Laksham 
police-stations of the district of Tippera was held?

(6) Have the names of the elected and nominated members been 
published in the Gazette?

(<•) When the elections of the Cnion Hoards of other police-stations 
of the Sadar subdivision were held ?

( d ) W hether the names of the elected and nominated members of 
the police-stations of the Sadar subdivision other than Chandina and 
Laksham have been published in the Gazette? If so, when?

(e) If the answer to clause (In is in the negative, will the H on’ble 
M iniver he pleased to state the reasons tor the delay in publishing the 
names?

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, ofDaoca:
(ri) Between the 28th March and the 4th April, 1938.

(h) No.
(c ) In December, 1937, and January, 1938.
(d) Yes. The names were published in the CalcaUa Gazette of the 

24th November and the 15th December, 19IJ8.
(e) The proposals for nominations, which were submitted by the 

Subdivisional Officer to the D istrict M agistrate in the la tter part of 
August, 1938, were returned to the former by the District Magistrate 
after scrutiny on the 1st September, 1938, with directions to endeavour
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t0;jbui Scheduled Castes nominees in specific cases. Revised proposals t 
were accordingly subm itted by the Subdivisional Officer on the 21at 
Septem ber, 1938, and the m atter was then referred to the Chadrman jflf 
the D istrict Board for his opinion. The^Chairman’s comments* winch 
were received on the 7th November, 1938, necessitated a further 
reference to the Subdivisiomfl Officer and after the receipt of the 
la tte r’s reply on tihe ‘21st November, 1938, enquiries had again to be 
made {jrom him as*t<* the suitability of the proposed nominees. The 
Subdivisional Officer s report having been received on the 7th December, 
1938, final orders were passed by the District M agistrate on the 8th 
December for notifying the names of the selected persons.

The District M agistrate has reported that the m atter was 
subsequently lost sight of by his office and that the notification was 
finally sent to the Bengal Government Press on the oth January, 1939, 0 
for publication in the Gazette. On an enquiry made by Government 
from the Superintendent, Bengal Government Press, however, it appears 
tha t the notification in question has not been actually received by him 
from the D istrict M agistrate. The Divisional Commisstoner lias been 
asked to have an enquiry made into the m atter and to have the nomina­
tions published as Qprly as possible.

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon hie Minister be
pleased to state whether projMmals tor nomination# made by the Sub­
d ivision^ Officer are in all crises retened to the Chaiiman of the D istrict 
Board for his opinion or there was <an exception made in this case?

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca:
In  nearly nil oases these are referred to the Chairman of the D istrict 
Board.

Eden Canal and certain other Canal Revenue Divisions.

158. Mr. DHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKERJI: (a)  Is the
H on’ble M inister in charge ot the Communications and AVorks (Irriga- 
tioif) departm ent aw are—

(i) that the area irrigated by the Eden Canal has decreased; and
(ii) that the same staff have been all along maintained for the

Eden Canal ?

(6) Is  the H on'ble Minister aware—

(t) th a t there is no post of a head clerk in the Midnapore Canal 
Revenue Division; and

(ii) th a t the post of a head clerk has been created in the Damoftar 
Canal Revenue Division P

I W ]  , QUESTIONS. 12ft



, Tha Hon’bls Maharaja tRIt CHANDRA NANDY^of Caaaimhaian
(a) (t) Yes. ,
\  (ii)tVeH,  but the question of reduction is under consideratiou.

(b) Yes.

Suicidal death of Rati Kanta Mandal of KrishnapurL Lohagara Union.
« r  H

159. Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: (a) Is the Hon ble M inister
in charge of the Revenue D epartm ent aware tha t one R ati K anta 
Mantktl of K rishnapur, Lohagara Union, jiolice-station Lohagara, com­
m itted suicide!'

(b) II ho , what arv the reasons for taking such*a ia ta l step?
V

(c) W ill the H on’Hle M inister l>e pleased to state what was the 
amount of the gratuitous relief given to the Lohagara Union both in 
the shape of money and riceP'

•
(d) W ill the H on’ble Minister Ik? pleased to state whether ihe

Subdivisional Officer of Nnrail enquired into the m atter referred to  
in (a)? ° •

(<*) If  so, what is the result of such enquiry?

{f ) Has it heen 'brought to the knowledge of the Hon’ble M inister 
tha t a ciumber of people are still jmssing their days without* food in 
Lohagara police-station particularly in villages Ohalighat, llaigram , 
Paikonari, Fedi, Lal-Mahiskhola, Sahabajpui and others?

{y) If the answer to (/) is in the affirmative, will the H on’ble Minis­
ter l>e pleased to make an emjuiiy and take necessary steps in the 
m atter?

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: {a) Yes
(6) and (e) He had been suffering for a long time from nervous 

debility and earache and was under the treatm ent of some local 
physicians. As he got no relief he went to Calcutta in Srahan‘ last 
but had to return disappointed as there was no improvement. As he 
could not bear the sufferings due to the ear disease he committed 
suicide.

iv) 37 maunds, 28 seers and 13 chittaks of rice have been distributed 
in the Union. Money doles have not been given in Vhe area.

(d) Yea.
(/) No. Recently the Subdivisional Officer visited Kaigram and 

M lrichpasha. No one made any such complaint before him.

m QCEBTIONS* , [20th Aped,,

(g) Does not arise.
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;̂ ||r. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: W ith reference to *n$m»r& ( d ) \  

ond (e ), will the Hon^de M inister be pleased to state, the source of hi* 
inform ation ? *

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: D istric t
M agistrate.

%
Mr*ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: Will the Hon ble Minister be 

pleased to state if he is aware that Kati Kanta Mandal had been to th# 
Fnion Board President of Ijohagara and a fter being refused, he intim at­
ed to bin wife that the President of the Union Board said that he being 
a stalw art figure------

Mr. SPEAKER*: You cannot make a sta tem en t; you luid better put*
your supplementary quest ion. *

Mr. ATUL KRI8HN71 GHOSE: In Arder to put my supplementary 
question, I have got to make a statem ent, Sir. •

Mr. SPEAKER* I am afraid, you cannot.

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is the llon ’bie Minister aware of
the fact that the rei>ort that he lias received is no-t a correct one, and 
that the* man committed suicide because he could not get his iuodP

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: The honourable 
member himself is rather supplying the information and not nskiug for 
information.

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA GH08E : Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that
the President of the Fnion Hoard himself admitted that the man com­
mitted suicide because he did not get his food?

* .The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: No, Sir. That i»
not the Government’s information.

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GHOSE: Is the Hon’ble Minister aw are 
tha t R atikan ta  Mandal went to the President of the Fnion Board for 
help but was refused ?

The Hon’ttfo Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government have 
no information on that point. ^

(Mr. A tul Krishna Ghose wanted to put further questions, but wa» 
not allowed to do so by the Speaker an the time for question* Was over.)
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. M r./TIIL KRISHNA CHOSE: Kay I submlf tb»t the man oojn- 
m itted  suicide because be oould not ge t any food------

\ i r .  S p e a k e r : i  may tel} you that after the question time is over, 
no  further questions are allowed. This was never done. I t  is do use 
ergu ing  with me. .You ought to remember that certain conventions 
m ust be observed. After the time is over, I cannot'allow  any farther 
supplementary quest ions‘to be put. You must pid <t off till tk/> next 
•day.

Appointments tinder the Director of Agriculture, Bengal, since 1937.

160. Maulvi MD. M08LEM ALI MOLLAH: (,/) W ill the H on’hle 
‘'M inister in charge of (lie Agriculture Department be pleased to state—

(?) the number of appointments with designations and scales of 
pay made under the Director of A griculture, Bengal, since 
1937;

«(//) the names, age, caste and the place of residence of the persons 
appointed; and «

(iii) whether all those vacancies had been duly advertised before 
they were filled up?

(b) If the answer to (a) (iti) is in the negative, will the (H on’ble 
M inister be pleased to state the reasons therefor?

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) A statement is laid 
on the Library table.

(b) Does not arise.

Establishment of 8pecial Boards for Co-operative Central Banks in 
Tippera.

161. MftUlvi MUHAMMAD HASANUZZAMAN: {a) W jjl Jh e
H on’ble Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebt­
edness Department be pleased to state whether the Government con­
template establishment of Co-operative Central Bank Special Board at

* Tiftksnm Central Bank and in other Banks of Tippera?
(h) If  the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, v'ill the H on’ble 

M inister be pleased to state—

(*‘) whether the D istrict M agistrate has submitted bis suggestion 
for nomination of members of Laksam Central Bank Special 
Board; and

X») if not, what are the reasons for the delay?
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i c)  Are the Go*€i4inent considering the desirability o! establishing 

th* said-Board by the*30th April, 19$)? * * #

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLlCKt*(n) /he
question of establishing surh a Board is tinder discussion with the local 
officers.

(b) and (c) Do* not arise.
• •

ADJOURNMENT MOTION.

. Mr. 8ASANKA SEjIhAR SANYAL: Mi . Kpwiker, Sir. siiwe the
Chief M inister ha* arrived to-day, may I have your leave to move the
adjournment moti<yi the notice ot which I have given before. The other 
day you were pleased to postpone the n u tte r  owning to the unavoidable 
absence of the H on’ble the Chief Minister. *

Mr, 8PEAKER : I will hove to mnsidei* whether this motion is in
order or not. *

1 want to know tixjm the Chief Minister whether this speech was 
delivered by |*im a^a  Minister of Government or in his private on parity. 
This is the only point at issue.

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: You kfiow, Sir, as well as
I  do. • •

Mr. SPEAKER: I have no personal knowledge; I can tell you that
1 have not read the speech.

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: A Minister (*4i n not divest 
himself of his capacity as such. He is a public servant. He is a whole- 
time servant and is paid out of the public exchequer. He has made a 
public utterance, and that utterance has affected a large section of the 
public. I t has also the effect of inciting another section of the public. 
W e as representatives of the public are entitled to discuss such public 
ut&raflees which are likely to have serious repercussion upon the public, 
a t large.

Mr. SPEAKER: I want to know from the Chief Minister whether
the speech was delivered at the meeting of the Bengal Provincial 
Muslim League in his private capacity or on behalf of Government?

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I rise on a point of order, Sir 
Before 'the Hon’ble the Chief Minister has replied to the point rai#e<?by 
you, I want to know whether as Speaker you would be pleased to accept 
10 *
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any statem ent of the Hon’ble the Chief M inister with regard to a que$- 
ttion of fact. W hether Mr. Fazlul H uq had been functioning at the 
moment as the Chief M inister of Bengal or had ceased to function, tha t 
is \^e  pgtynt. W hether he has made the statem ent in  his personal 
capacity or not is not a m a tte r /o r  us to enquire. Every speech th a t he 
makes is to be presumed an act of the Cfyief M inister, and the public 
of Bengal will take rt as such so long as he has been functioning as the 
Chief M inister. I t  is not a m atter on which the opftiion of the rChief 
M inister counts. ' •

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: W ill you please remember tha t it 
was a b a te m e n t  of the public policy of the Cabinet «t a  m eeting held 
for a political purpose?

-  Mr. SPEAKER: That is exactly the point I want to know— 
whether it was a statem ent of*public policy.

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR 4A8U: The question is whether the 
speech itself di.vcloses that the statem ent was a statem ent of public 
p o lic \. Under the present constitution it will be difficult to distinguish 
between a public and a private capacity of a Minister.

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 will hear you later.

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The Chief M inister has all along 
been in the habit of saying one thing one day and denying it the next 
day. W hat is the use of taking his view on the m atter then?

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: After all the remarks that 
have been made I pray that the discussion should take place I 
adhere to the statement 1 made.

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 do not think 1 should be guided by the impas-
sioned statement of one side or the other that discussion should take 
place. It is my dut\ as Speaker to see as to whether the rules are 
correctly observed or not. From that point of view when a statement 
is made, 1 should like to know whether that is a statement of Govern­
ment policy or merely a private speech.

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Then was a public meet­
ing. I made a statement and I take the full lesponsibility for it. I t  
was not a statement of Go\ eminent, but I made a Statement and I 
take the full responsibility for it.

,Mr. SPEAKER: I want to know whether jou r statement was made
as th a t of the Chief M inister?
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• Tht Hon’ble Mr. NAUNI RANJAN SARKER; It cannot be the
atfetement of Government. We are no party to that statement. *

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BA8U: But your Chief adh#i%d t /  it 
and you are backing him up. •

The Hon’ble fir. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: [ can make a
speech^ like that ^  a H indu meeting. #

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: You have been thoroughly 
exposed. You have not the moral courage of conviction.

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: You have always 
got the Finance Minister in your brain. m

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Shame to the Hindu M inister.

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN '8ARKERt Shame to the
opposition.

# Mr. SPEAKER: I do not want to ha\e a discussion on this point,
I  think it is the duty of the responsible leaders both to my right and 
to my left to see tha t there is no excitement in a* m atter like this. 1 
have tob make u derision as to whether this m atter comes witjiin the 
adjournm ent motion or not.

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: It is a sh ame to the
H indu Ministers that they should buck their Chief in *uch a mat ter.

Mr. SPEAKER : 1 know you, Mr. K ai Chuudhuri. to be a man
of sober temper.

I t  is very difficult lot me to e a rn  on the business of the House if 
there is such excitement. Ti is a vei y impoitant mattei and I hope 
tha j feelings which aie likely to be roused will not cloud the real issue 
for the time being before me as to whether this motion is in order or 
not. I am really prepared to hear you on the point, if it is necessary, 
as to whether this motion is in order or not. The difficulty of this 
motion (it being an adjournment motion) is that it must conform to 
certain canons and one of the canons is that the motion must deal with 
a m atter on which a resolution could not be moved. W ell, a resolu­
tion cannot be moved on any m atter with which a member of Govern­
ment is not connected in his official capacity or public capacity.

#
Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: To which rule do you refer?
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Mr. SPEAKER* Please find it out. I am surprised to find that 
Dr. Sanyal does not know the rules. I will however show it to yo(i.

fer. MAlINAKSHA SANYAL: Which rule? t

Mr. 8PEAKER; Section 94 oi the fRules and Standing Orders 
says “ Provided that no resolution shall be admissible which does not 
comply with the following condition, n am ely :— , • ^

I t  shall not contain argum ents, inferences, ironical expressions or 
defamatory statem ents, nor shall it refer to the conduct or

• charactei of persons except in their official or public capacity"

That being so, I have to be satisfied whether it is in connection 
w ith an official or puttlic cayacitv. An adjournm ent motion is also 
subject to certain other Restrictive provisions. It has been the position 
not merely in India but also in Parliam ent that unless that mattei î  
somehow connected with Government—an adjournm ent motion which 
is a censure on Government cannot be moved. On that point 1 
want elucidation as to whether this is a mattei which is the policy ot 
Government or is connected with the action ot Government. But mem­
bers might ask what is the proper method of ventilating their grievances 
on this m atter where a M inister in his private capacity delivers a 
speech like the one under discussion.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: He has made it abundantly clear.

Mr. SPEAKER: So far as that mattei is concerned what is the
remedy? There are three remedies open. One is adjournment motion: 
another is No-Confidence Motion and the third is Resolution. The 
question is whether it conies within the puiview of an Adjournment 
Motion or not. I have been very carefully going into this m atter for 
some time and if it is not a statement of policy of Government as it 
has been elicited but merely a statement of one who is a member of 
the Government------

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Or a mad man.

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: l)r. Sanyal must w ith­
draw that expression.

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: The only ‘question is the 
adm issibility of the motion------

Mr. SPEAKER: My attention has been drawn to the fact tha t
Dr. Sanyal has used an objectionable expression.
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• Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I said that the statement of 
mad man as you suggested mijrht be ignored.

*• /Mr. SPEAKER: Order. order, (tiries of “withdraw” from the 
Coalition Benches.) •

1 must say ^hat it is most unfair that anvliody should interrupt 
when the Speaker is on h i s  legs however gootj and just the cause might 
l>e. J)r. Sanyal, will you withdiaw that expression?

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I suhmil. Sii ,  that it is not an
imputation against a n y b o d \; I have not named any paiticular *person.
I would rather withdraw from the House than withdraw that expres­
sion. You cannot he so unfair to me hv insisting on my withdrawing 
the expression when I meant nobody. I am souv to say. Sir, that by this 
you will he helping the othe? side.

m
Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA CUPTA* 1 •wanted to^make it quite 

clear to you------

Mr. Khwaja SVIAHABUDDIN; On a point oi order, Sir. 1 think 
it is not in keeping w i t h  the dign ih  and p i e s t i g e  of the House to dis­
cuss anything f u r t h e i  u n l e s s  and until \our order is carried out.

Ml*. SPEAKER: Now Dr. Sanyal sa\" In* did not mi\ • anything
about a paiticular person I • an not ask him therefore to withdraw' 
it.

Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: l i e  did not  *av that l i e  definite.
ly .said. "I will not withdraw

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 did not hem him sa\ so. His \oire was drowned
in the noise. He was just going to something when theie was an 
inteii uption.

• •
Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: That is exacth the

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I have made it pcrtectly clear
that I did not mention any name oi refer to any individual.

«

Mr. SPEAKER: What Mas your statement ?

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Y ou weie saying that it wi^ the 
statement of a private person in his private capacity and I added along 
with that “or a mad mar/*. It doe* not refer to any individual.
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4 Mr. K. NOORUDDIN; Dr. Sanyal haw said tha t you are showing 
partiality  to thin section of the House.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have t&ken notice ot tha t, and I  am coming 
to that later on. W hatever be the excitement of the members in this 
House, the Speaker is the one person who is not expected to lose his 
head and I  hope it will ^e remembered tha t if the speaker also'loses 
his head it will be very difficult to keep control over the House. I  
must say from the manner in which some members of the House are 
creating noise that it is very difficult for the Speaker to come to a 
right conclusion over facts. Now, if the statement is in the nature of 
what Dr. Sanyal nays*, then I must say that it is not a reflection. My 
impression was that he referred to the speech of the H on’ble the Chief 
Xlinistei. He says that* he lias not done ho. A s that interruption was 
in the midst of a general* statement which I was making, well, coming 
afte r that, it was not an im putation. ,

A part from tha t Dr. Sanyal has made a most serious im putation 
against the Speaker and I would now adjourn the House. I do not 
propose to take the Chair again till the House decides what steps it is 
going to take against this im putation. c

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I am perfectly willing to w ith­
draw all the imputations that I might have made against the Speaker.

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Mr. Speaker, Sir, now that 
Dr. Sanyal has made an unqualified withdrawal and apology, I think 
you, Sir, in your generosity and in full consciousness of the dignity 
of your position, will be pleased to accept it.

Mr. SPEAKER: I am quite prepared to accept that. But I must
ask the Leaders of the different Groups to help me in carrying on my 
functions as the Speaker by keeping under severe control members who 
can make a statement of that nature even in the midst of excitement, 
and I have nothing further to add. It is not a question of argum ent.

4 «
So far as the discussion is concerned, I will give my reason as to 

why the motion for adjournment is not in order. For the time being 
it seems to me that the motion is not in order.

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU. You have not heard us, Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER: I am prepared to hear from one on your side 
only about tke legal point.

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Mr. Speaker, Sir, with regard 
to the legal point I  wopld like to mention tha t it is a m atter of very
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great public importance inasmuch as under the present constitution* 
the Ministers will be called upon to make statements of their policy— 
policy of Government—before their party assemblages. In t4$ present 
cane the Hon’ble the Chief Minister while presiding over a meeting 
of the Bengal Provincial Muslim League made \  statement of policy 
which evidently ^everybody in that meeting and those outside who 
had r^ad that re]*irt must have taken ae a statement of policy of the 
Government. I would submit, Sir, that the feeling that has been 
created in the province-----

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Basu, I hope you will confine yourself *to the 
legal point.

Mr. 8ANTOSH KUMAR BA8U: Sir* the statement that he*
has made can legitimately give rise to a feeling that it is a statement 
of policy on behalf of Uie Government by one who certainly is entitled 
to represent the policy of the Government be tore the public. I submit, 
Sir. that this House can by an adjournment motion question that 
statem ent and raise that question for an answer from the M inister 
who is responsible* for a statement of that character. It is extremely 
difficult. Sir, to dissociate the public character of the M inister in a 
m atter of public policy delivered on a public occasion at an im portant 
meeting of a political party which is the party to which the M inister 
him self belonged at that moment and still belongs. I wouW, there­
fore. submit, Sir, that if you once decide that these statements of 
policy in political meetings which certainly have a political aspect 
and will influence public opinion or sentiment in this province are 
beyond the purview or the scope of adjournm ent motions, then I 
submit that it will result in a substantial curtailm ent of the 
privileges of this House. This House is the only forum, Sir, where 
the M inisters can really be put on their trial on their statements of 
policies made in such, public meetings. I  would, therefore, subm it, 
Sir, that if you once hold that this is not within the purview of an 
adjournment motion, it will be difficult for us to exercise our function 
in calling into question such statements which have been or may be 
made from time to time. There are two other remedies pointed out 
by you, viz., a no-confidence motion or a resolution. I  submit then; 
m ight be alternative remedies, but that does not deprive us of the 
other remedy if that is unquestionably open to us. I, therefore, 
subm it that y o u V ill not take steps to curtail our rights and privileges 
and thereby deprive the Opposition of a very valuable right which 
has been conferred upon it by the Government of Ind ia  Act and the 
rules piade thereunder.

0
Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir. may I only add tlmt 

Major Attlee’s speech was the subject of dinclusion in the House o(
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•Parliam ent—a speech made at a Scottish Dinner of the Prem ier; ahd 
ho far a* my recollection goes—I d m  not quite sure of the fact—there 
Lav/* be*A other cases including that of Sir Stafford Cripps. On that 
basis, Sir, you cannot disiociute the personality of the Prem ier and 
the President of a political association when he is making a speech 
in public in a political conference. While he, ris continuing as 
Premier, it is absolutely necessary that we should h%ve an opportunity 
of discussing the matter. My friends have suggested the motion of 
no-confidence. That may w ait; we may not now despair of pointing 
out the error of his ways and helping the establishment of communal 
peace«und harmony in this province. If you rule out an adjournment 
motion on a technical ground as to whether he was actually speaking 
as tie  Chief Minister or as the President of the Muslim League, we 
shall be deprived of a corrective remedy with regard to some wrongs 
done bv a person whose position requires that every word should be 
uttered with the utmost caution. This is whjjt I want you, Sir, to 
consider.

Th« Hon'ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: Sir, 1 submit 
that if it is accepted as a m atter for an adjournment motion, it would 
be cieating a dangerous precedent. This is a Coalition Government, 
and every Minister has a right to speak to his part\ as to how the party 
should organise itself. 1 am quite sure that even at a public meeting, 
even at the conference of the Muslim League, whatever tl^e Thief
Minister might have said, must have been his own view as President 
of the Muslim League. It has nothing to do with the Government 
policy, because if it had been a Government policy, lie ought to have 
consulted us. As he lias said something to his co-religionists, so I am 
perfectly at liberty to say to the Hindus to organise themselves to 
fight against the Muhammadans. You may remember. Sir, that at 
a Muslim League meeting at Lucknow which the H on’ble the Chief 
Ministei attended as a delegate he said something which I did not 
corroborate,— I refuted it in newspapers saying that 1 did not
subscribe to his policy...............  (Dr. X \linaksha K \nyai. : A happy
family indeed!) We ma\ not be a happy family. As a matter* of 
fa d . Sir. that has nothing to do with the polic\ of a Coalition Govern­
ment. As regards the case of Major Attlee, I do not remember the 
case well. Hut so far as I know, it was in connection with the policy
of the Government and not the case of an individual who addressed
his own view to his own p a r t \ . That is why Major A ttlee’s case
cannot be taken as a precedent.

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Sun tosh Kumnr Ba*u and Mr. Jogesh 
Chandra Gupta have raisfnl certain points and have given certain 
precedents. In view* of that, I think I should not give my final 
decision to-day. This will help me to consider the m atter in detail«r
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and in a dispassionate manner. I can assure the House tha t w h ile9 
t  ahall not allow myself to be carried away by any fueling for one 
sitte or the other as to whether the motion should be allowed*or not,
I nhall rigidly abide by the rules as •! understand them. It may 
happen tha t my understanding of the rules might not be correct.—the 
honourable members certainly possess a remedy for that. So far as 
my stfcdy of the lyaterials at band are concerned, my present inclina­
tion i“f*that the motion is not in order; but in view of the points just 
raised, I want time to consider the whole thing in fuller detail and 
then give my decision thereon. As this will take time, I am of opinion 
that the question of urgency will not arise. •

I now call upon Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali to move Kesolution 
No. 1 which stands in his name. #

t

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: sir. I beg to move —
* •

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN* 1 am *ery sorry to 
inteirupt ui this stage. Sir. 11 the adjournment motion is to l)e 
allowed at all, it should be done to-day and not later, because of the 
importance <># the V alcu tta  Municipal (Amendment) Bill.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On a point oi order. Sit. The 
m atter of the adjournment motion has been closed for the present and 
the regfllar business ot tin* House has already been taken *up. In 
these circumstances, the question of taking up the adjournment motion 
to-da\ cannot be raised.

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ • In view of the fact that the 
Opposition have expressed their willingness to take up the adjourn­
ment motion to-day and I also want it to be discussed to-day. 1 would 
ask you to fix a time for it to-day. I am accepting the challenge of 
the Opposition.

Mr. SPEAKER: K ven if it is accepted b\ \ou, I have got to *ee 
wh»tht*r it is in order, and unless and until I am satisfied. 1 <*annot 
allow the discussion to take pla°e.

NON-OFFICIAL RESOLUTIONS 

Reduction of Pay for New Entrants to Indian Civil Service.

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I rine to move that thi*
' Assembly is of opinion 'that the Secretary of State for Ind ia  be rnored 

to reduce the scale of pay for all new entrants to the Indian Civil 
Service and the Indian Police Service.
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'  A very eminent political leader of this country once said tha t 
members of the Indian  Civil Service are seldom Indians, hardly ever 
civil ana by no means a servant. B ut it  is gratify ing to note th a t 
to-day happily that charge does not fully hold good, for quite a good 
proportion of them * are Indians and a large number of them have 
become civil. W ith the advent of the present Reforms and transfer­
ence of greater powers to the*Legislature, the superiority consciousness 
of the Indian Civil Servants is slowly but perceptibly undergoing a 
change. I mention this because the resolution I am sponsoring to-day 
is not born out of any feeling of resentment or grievance which in the 
past have so often embittered relations between the services and the 
public. In  the past, men in the services have often looked upon 

% themselves as demi-gods administering justice and mercy to a benighted 
populace, and naturally enough, in the public mind there was a sense 
of dull and impotent rage against public servants, paid out of public 
money, who treated their masters in a way haVdlv consonant with that 
relationship. Sf to-day 1 raise the question once again and want the 
scales of salaries of Indian Civil Service and Indian Police Service 
reduced, it if* not out of any such feeling of resentment nor with the 
idea of making political capital out of it but because a calm and 
dispassionate survey of the financial situation in the country, a survey 
which it was perhaps impossible in the past to undertake with detach­
ment, convinces me that princely scale* and privileges enjoyed by 
these services are out of all proportion to and incompatible with the 
pressing economic needs of the people and the extremely meagre 
resources of the country.

Sir. in a country where the bulk of the population cannot have 
even two square meals a day, where the question of dal hhat still 
presents the most burning problem of the hour, it is nothing short of 
a disgrace to superimpose on that country a service carrying a scale 
of pay which the already overburdened tax-payer can ill-afford to 
bear. I t has been maintained in the past at the cost of the hungry 
millions of half-famished, semi-clad, and disease-stricken people of 
this country and is being maintained at present as a legacy *of* the 
past bureaucratic Governments and shielded by the protecting wings 
of the Government of India Act of 1935. But with the dawn of a 
new era of a fairly democratic Government, it is but meet and proper 
that efforts should now be made to rectify as far as practicable the 
concomitant evils of foreign domination. «

Sir, it is apparent from a mere cursory perusal of the budget that 
the present «eale of pay of Imperial Service officers makes the 
administration of the province very top-heavy and leaves but a bare 
margin for important works of nation building. To quote a single 
instance, the maintenance of the establishments of the five Divisional 
Commissioners costs Kie Provincial Exchequer a huge and staggering
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gum of Rs. 4,06,000 pef annum, and that at a time when money cannot 
be found for free primary education about which the whole nrovince, 
with one voice, is insistent. Sir. the posts of such Divisional tfom m iv 
sioners can easily he abolished without affecting in any way the 
efficiency of the administration. Or, in the alternative, the number 
can ^psily be reduced from 5 to 3, as suggested in the report of the 
Swan ^pinm ittee. <*f jrhich you, Sir, were a member. Even this step 
would save a drainage of over a lakh and a half from the provincial 
coifers. Sir, the scales of pay of the provincial services have been 
revised and the basic salary reduced to Rs. l ’>0 from Rs. 250 per 
month. This ha-* certainh minimised the heav\ charges uudef the 
head “ General Administration**, but there has been no proportionate 
reduction in the bffsic pay of the Imperial Services nor a revision in 
their scales. This. Sir. is inequitable atid unjust. After all, there 
is ver\ little difference in the quality of Indian recruits to the two 
services and in the nature of work expected of them.

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI (to th« Hon’blo 
Mr, Nalini Rtfnjan Sarker): W in are you looking so pale!"

(At this stage the Hon ble Mr. Nalini ltanjan Sarker crossed over 
to the bench <>t Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri.) *

•

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The Indian recruits to 
Imperial Services and the provincial services are drawn from the same 
strata of society possessing the same type of qualifications. Instances 
are not rare when candidates unsuccessful at the competitive examina­
tion for entrance to the Provincial (1ivil Services have competed and 
qualified for admission to the Imperial Services.

Tho Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: May I point out. Sir, 
that we on this side of the House cannot hear anything because of the 
conversation (hat h  going on over there (pointing to the Congre«c 
Benches) ?

(At this stage the Hon’ble Mr Nalini Ranjan Sarker came back 
to hi* seat.)

•

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: The Finance M inuter 
has been snubbed bv the Home M inister! (Laughter.)

#

Mr. SPEAKER: There isj always danger in crossing the floor! 
(Laughter.) *
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s Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS Aud further, instances are ulso 
not w anting when nominations to the Indian  Civil Service have been 
made from the cadre of the Provincial Service. On the other hand, 
examinations and methods ctf recruitm ent to both the Im perial and 
the Provincial Services are also identical, with the result th a t we pay 
for our Indian Civilians a sum wholly disproportionate to the market- 
price at which they a^e available; especially in these days d¥ acute 
and ever-growing unemployment problem.

1 he Lee Commission report in discussing the question of the basic 
pa\ ^of the Im perial Services agreed with the views expressed in the 
Islington Commission Report, which runs us follows: —

“ Government should pay so much and so *mueh only to the ir 
employees as is necessary to* obtain recruits of the right stamp and to 
m aintain them in such a degree of comfort and dignity as will shield 
them from temptation and J<eep them efficient for the term of their 
service” . t

Sir, I accept that principle whole-heartedly, but that principle 
itself demands that the extravagant scales n<$v prevalent in the 
Im perial Services must be curtailed, ('an any one 1 m aintain tha t 
recruits of the right stamp will not be available even if the maximum 
salary of the Indian Civil Service were Rs. l/)00  per mensem? Can 
any one m aintain that lis. 1,000 would not be enough to m aintain 
District Officers in a degree of comfort and dignity as will shield them 
from temptation and keep them efficient for their term of service? 
F urther, is it not a fact that the degree of responsibility and initiative 
required from a Government servant has changed materially in the 
India of to-day? For, with the ushering in of the present reforms 
and the transferance of power from the Civil Servants to non-officials, 
the responsibility that so long vested in the officers of superior services 
have been curtailed to a vcr\ considerable extent, and, consequently, 
the\ have now very little scope to succumb to tem ptations. F urther, 
with the growing consciousness of the people aud the interest evinced 
by local members of Legislatures, it is no longer possible fo r#Civil 
Servants and police officials to stoop to corruptions. One word more 
in this connection. Sir, in the previous regimes, in the days when 
bureaucracy held sway, members of the Indian Civil Service had to 
adumbrate policies and direct lines of action which the Government 
of the <lay had to adopt. Even District Officers ^’ere like feudatory 
chiefs, and one, as late as 1931, was known as the M aharaja of a 
certain district in this province. But with the dawn of a new era of 
constitutional Government in this country the D istrict Officers, and 
e^en Secretaries of Departments, are to carry on mere routine work 
and to follow the policy dictated by responsible M inisters. This is 
partially  what it should be. I say “ partia lly” , because we w ant our
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CJVil Servant* to occupy the same position in the adm inistration of 
tile* country as do the* Civil Servants in England or, lo r the m atter 
of tha t, in any other country of the world. In England, the Home 
Civil Servants enjoy h scale of pa\ of about IN. 250 to fen. 850. 
This, too, in a country where living is (tear. Hut. of course, in tha t 
country Civil Servants have irt) false sense of dignity of position, and, 
therrfore, can live hum bh but comfortably. *But in India our 
Civilians have to l^ve like aristocrats. JJ«w, Jmi*. what are the prime 
qualifications necessan in a Civil Servant? A recruit must be 
possessed of requisite educational qualifications, common-sense, and 
sound p lnsique to enter the Civil Service. No expert or technical 
knowledge or qualification is necessan . Then win should a premium 
—a heavv premium at th a t—be paid for such recruitm ent? No other 
service in the worlfl commands such emoluments, such privileges, and 
Mi ch facilities ah o u r s .

Now. Sir. 1 come to anothej question discussed by the Lee Commis­
sion. namely, that of basic pa\ of European officers. The report has 
compared the initial salan  of European assistant* an«T executives in 
mercantile f i r ms  in Calcutta. Hut 1 would l i ke  to point out that such 
comparison i^absofoiteh out of place for several reasons. The chief 
point of difference l i e s  in the tact that while mercantile assistants 
have to live in Calcutta with high r e nt s  and expensive cost of living 
in the Metropolis, our Civil Servants have to lh*e in the mufassal 
with ver\ cheap cost of establishment expenses, with free orderlies, 
free medical advice, and often, as in the case of the Subdivisional 
Officers, free houses. Then, the Civil Servants get an annual 
increment of Rs. 50 per month rising to almost a princely figure. 
Add to this the overseas p a \ , which alone costs our exchequer a sum 
of Rs. 1.45.400 for the Civil Servants alone, the grant of free passages 
to England, and concessional rebate in the matter of remittances to 
England. These factors make one believe that the high scale of pay 
is m aintained for the purpose of British exploitation of Indian 
revenues.

£iir# the Retrenchment Committee, appointed by a Government 
resolution, in deference to the wish of the Legislature, of the 25th April, 
1932, of which \ou. Sir. were a member, examined the question of 
the pay of Indian Civil Service officers and suggested a reduction in 
the scale. Sir, the condition then prevalent was entirely different to 
that of the present time. We feel that the Committee, with its limited 
scope under the former Government, could not examine this question 
in such a detached and im partial manner as we can do at the present 
time. The Committee, however, considered the present scale of pay 
to be extravagant and suggested a reduced scale ranging from Rs. 675 
to Rs. 1,500-.
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Sir, the H on’ble Finance M inister in his budget speech has said— 
“ the present conditions in our province may reasonably be described as 
a state of emergency’’. We agree with him. In a state of emergency 
we mupi protect our interests as best as we can with all the strength 
at our command. We ha^e te find money for nation-building purposes. 
To make matters worse we are threatened with additional taxation. 
W hat greater justification can there be tor an attempt to reduce the 
prohibitive cost of administration of this province? ^

,. ‘ ‘ * e •*
Sir, section 244 of the Government of India Act ot 1935 reads as

follow*— “ As from the commencement of Part I I I  of the Act appoint­
ments to the Civil Services known as the Indian Civil Service, the 
Indian Medical Service (Civil) and the Indian Police Service (which 
last mentioned service shall thereafter be known as* the Indian Police) 
shall until Parliament otherwise determines, be made by the Secretary 
of S tate” .

Sub-section {4) runs as follows—“ It shall be the duty of the 
Governor-General to keep the Secretary ot State informed as to the 
operation of this section, and he may, after the expiry of such periods, 
as he thinks tit, make recommendations for the modification thereof” .

In view of this it is abundantly clear that we fire qvite competent 
to recommend to the Governor-General and the Secretary of State for 
India to revise the scale of pay of all new entrants to the Im perial 
Services. Sir. I might mention in this connection that Sir Maharaj 
Singh, distinguished ex-member of the Provincial Service, vho rose 
to the eminent post of the Home Member ot the United Provinces 
Government, tabled a resolution for the provincialisation of the Indian 
Civil, Indian Medical and the Indian Police Services. This resolution 
received the whole-hearted support of the House including the mem­
bers of the European Group. May 1 in this connection request the 
European members of this House to emulate the example set by their 
compatriots in the United Provinces? Mr. H. G. Walford, speaking 
on behalf of the European Group, during the debate on the resolution 
of Sir Maharaj Singh said :

“ The other ground upon which 1 support this motion is the existence 
ot invidious distinction between services who do exactly the same work 
as the Provincial Services, should be considered superior services, receiv­
ing higher emoluments and special privileges, while the Provincial 
Services are considered subordinate, or inferior services. This anomaly 
must be removed” .

I hope the European Group in this House will also endorse the above 
views and lend their support to my resolution.

Before I conclude I  would like to add one more word. We do not 
wafct any racial discrimination to be made in the m atter of emoluments 
or privilege^ to Indian or European members of the services. We do



n^t want the vei^* purpose of this resolution to be defeated by a nom inal 
reduction in the scale of pay and a pro rata increase in the oversea* 
pay of the European officers. Members of the same service should be 
treated equally in all matters. In this connection I would) suggest 
the following scale of sa la ry :—Its. 350# to Rs. 1,000 and Rs* 1,500* 
for Commissioners or Secretaries of departments. The payment of 
overseas allowance should also be proportionately reduced. We have no> 
objcfHj^n to payment of free passages as at present, provided second 
class passages are "allowed instead of fiist class. In this connection 
Ind ian  officers hailing from distant provinces should be granted the same 
privileges of tree passages to their native places.

W ith regard to the Indian Police Service, 1 suggest a scale of 
Rs. 300 to lis. 850 with Ks. 1,000 for Deputy Inspector-General and* 
Rs. 1,250 for the Inspector-General.

•

W ith these words, Sir, I commend mf resolution to the acceptance 
of the House.

(The House was then adjourned for L* minutes.)
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{ A f t r r  a d j o i t n n n r n t .)

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Mi. Deputy Speaker. Sir, I con­
gratulate Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali, though he is not in the 
Hause, for having moved a much overdue resolution. I hope* it will 
receive the unanimous support of the party to which he belongs and 
also of the European Group. On behalf of the Congress Assembly 
P arty , I  give my whole-hearted support to this resolution. I may also 
inform the Government as well as the members of the House that a  
sim ilar recommendation has been M*nt by the Madras Government. 
It would have been an improvement it the Khan Bahadur had added 
the Indian Medical Seivice. the Engineering Service and the other 
Im perial Services------

JJi* Hon’bto Maharaja 8RI8CHANORA HANDY, of Cotsimbazari
It is no longer Engineering Service.

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: W hatever service it is and whatever 
name it has—they are drawing a very high salary—all these posts should 
have been included in the resolution. But, Sir, we shall be glad to  
have this beginning and I  hope we will continue to reduce the salary 
of all these highly paid officers. W ith these word* I  recommend this 
resolution for the unanimous acceptance of this House and, I  am sure, 
the H on’ble the Home M inister will also accept this resolution.



Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mnulvi Ab.lul L a t if B iw as, are v.'m 
moving your amendment? • *

(A vjHCk: Tlie honourable member is not in the House.)

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUQOIN: As far as Government 
are concerned, it i s ‘well known that this in a subject for which Govern­
ment are not directly responsible, and therefore according to th ^ u su a l 
practice the\ will not take part in the voting. *Tfie membersHof the 
Government will remain neutral and they will forward to His Excellency 
the Governor the proceeding* of this House with the request that it may 
be forwarded to the proper quarters. We do not want to express any 
opinion on subjects for which we are not directly responsible, but I 
would like, if J mu\ sa\ so, to congratulate the honourable member 
who has nuide this finv* speech. Though I do not agree with some of 
the points mentioned there and some of the things said there, still 
I maintain that it is a well-delivered speech, a good speech I must 
nay. The only point to remember is that, as iar as this question is 
concerned, G<fteinment action is to a certain extent restricted. I t  
has already been decided that after five \ears a commission will come 
here to examine the whole question and one of the u*a>ons why Govern­
ment at the present time do not propose to take an\ -»teps in this matter 
is that they realise that no useful purpose wilT be served, because one 
thing is definite tluit this question will not be reopened or discussed 
during this five-year period. The mere fact that Government are not 
taking any steps at the present time does not mean that when suitable 
opportunity will arise, Government will not express their opinion on 
this question. The\ think that that will be the time when this should 
be considered. Therefore, Sir, Government will forward the proeeed- 
ings.

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BA8U: May I suggest one thing, Sir? 
He may have opportunity of replying to it. Is he aware tha t the 
Government of Madras had actually supported a resolution of this 
character and had sent the recommendation to His Excellency the 
Governor of Madras who has forwarded it to the proper quarters?*

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Also the Government of the 
TJuiied Provinces practically supported a resolution oi this n a tu T e .

t
The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not know what 

is the meaning of ,the words “ practically supported” . I am definite 
on the point that two blacks do not make one white and if the other 
G<$rernments have done something which is not justifiable, there is no 
reason why this Government will make the same mistake. I t  i» a
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ajpt&ke to raise* th is, question a t the present time, because no useful, 
purpose will be served, and it is for this reason tha t this Government 
do not propose to take any steps. As I  have said, when the Jight time 
frill come, this Government, which hpve a definite opinion on the 
subject, will express their opinion.

The resolution of Khan Bahadur Mohammed All, vis., th is Assembly 
is oNepinion tha t the Secretary of State for Ind ia  be moved to reduce 
the  s& le of pay \o f  all new entrants to the Indian Civil Service and 
the Ind ian  Police Service, was then put and agreed to. *

Disoontimurtson of Duty on Electrical Energy.

Mr. 8YED 'JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: 1 beg to move that 
this Assembly is of opinion that immediate step# should be taken by the* 
Government of Bengal to give effect tit the resolution passed by the 
Corporation of Calcutta on 9th November, 1938, for discontinuation 
of the levy of duty on'electrical energy consumed for lights and fans 
at the rate of J anna per unit when the supply is metered, and tha t 
the Bengal E lectricity Duty Act, 1935, be amended accordingly.

My proposition, is very simple and very clear. I t  speaks for itself, 
and it requires no explanation. 1 crave your indulgence in reading 
out the resolution which was adopted by the Corporation of Calcutta 
on the 9th November.

Mr Jalaluddin  Hashemy moved the following resolution:
4 ‘That it be recommended to the Government of Bengal tha t 
the levy of duty on electrical energy consumed for lights and fans 
at the rate of half anna per unit when the supply is metered be dis­
continued; and the Bengal Electricity Duty Act, 1935, be amended 
accordingly.”

Moving the above resolution Mr. Hashemy said that this was intended 
as a recommendation to the Government of Bengal. This duty was 
imposed at a time when Government were faced with a huge deficit. 
In  other words, it was an emergency measure. Since then the finances 
of Government had been improving and this year’s budget showed a 
sUfplus and he was sure that next year’s budget would show a larger 
surplus still. I f  they sent up this recommendation in all seriousness, 
he was sure Government would abolish this duty. The rate-payers of 
C alcutta found it hard to pay this duty and th a t was why they were 
having recourse to kerosene ligh ts  in progressively increasing numbers.

I  subm it in ^ h is  connection tha t the Chief Executive Officer in his 
le tte r No. S. 6529, dated 11th February, 1939, addressed to the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Public H ealth and Local Self- 
Government D epartm ent, wrote as follow s:— y

“ I  have* the honour to invite a reference to section 3 of the Bengal 
E lectricity  D uty  Act, 1935, under which a duty a t the rate of mx
11
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jries is levied and charged for each unit of electrical energy consumed 
for lights and fans or both when the supply is metered.

Gov<tf(iment are aware tha t when the Bengal E lectricity Duty B ill 
was introduced in the Bengal ^Legislative Council in 1935, funds were 
not easy and Government were seeking measures for financial replenish­
ment. The importaftt consideration on which the honourable member, 
in introducing the Bill, laid great strews was that unless this PfTI as 
also four other Taxation Bills were passed into ltfto, Bengal wtftild be 
deprived of half the proceeds of the jute duty. In due course the 
Bill was passed into law.

I may state that it is a recognised principle that the proceeds of 
any imposition levied on any commodity supplied by a public u tility  
concern, operating within the limits of a local authority, should accrue 
properly speaking to that authority. Now that the circumstances which 
led to the passing ot the measure no longer exi>t and that one half or 
such greater portion as His Majesty in Counci) may determine, of the 
net proceeds of the jute duty has been definitely allocated to Bengal 
[vide section 140 {2) of the Government of India Act, 1935], the question 
of removal of the dut\ came up before the Corporation tor consideration 
on the 9th November, 1938. c #

At the meeting the opinion was expressed that the Bengal Electricity 
Duty Act, 1935, was an emergency measure and that as no emergency 
existed now, the duty ot half an anna per unit of the electrical energy 
consumell for lights and fans or both when the supply is meterecf should 
be discontinued. The Corporation considered the m atter and resolved 
that the Local Government should be requested to take steps for the 
discontinuance of the duty.

I enclose a copy of the Resolution of the Corporation and request 
that the Government may be pleased to take steps for the discontinuance 
of the duty as early as possible” .

This is the letter from the Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation 
of Calcutta to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal. I t  may be 
recalled in this connection, Sir, only a year ago I tried to impress upon 
this Government the proposal of the Corporation of Calcutta foj ftjur- 
chasing the electrical undertakings from the Calcutta Electric Supply 
Corporation. But, Sir, unfortunately that proposal was rejected by 
the Government for reasons best known to them. Sir, I can suggest 
an alternative to this proposal which I have just made. Sir, if the 
Corporation of Calcutta is permitted to purchase the^electrical under­
takings which they are entitled to purchase under the Indian Electricity 
Act, I am not very much particular to do away with this duty tha t is 
levied on eaoi unit, namely, two pice per unit. Sir, if that is done, 
th£*Calcutta Corporation will be able to supply electrical energy a t 
one anna per unit and in that case, Sir, we will not grudge even to 

giTt the Government one anna per unit as duty. But tha t is not to
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lift. so. Sir, under the management of the present Finance M inister,* 
the Government of Bengal are not run at a deficit and the emergency 
has already vanished. I t  is high time for the Government, •as they 
have done in the case of the tobacco tax, to withdraw this levy from the 
poor rate-payers of Calcutta.* Sir, the Hon'ble the Commerce M inister 
— I don’t see him here— knows and knows very well that the number 
of fefc^sene lamps is progressively increasing in Calcutta owing to the 
poverty of the ra tepayers—particularly the Moslem rate-payers of 
Calcutta. He will do a great benefit, as the new Secretary of the 
provincial Muslim League, to the Muslim population of Calcutta if 
he helps in the withdrawal of the duty that is still hanging oil the 
shoulders of the poor rate-payers of Calcutta ami L hope that every 
section of the Hopse will accept the simple proposition tha t I have 
made here this evening. This duty on ejectricify must go. I t  should 
have been taken away much earlier. W ith tfie advent of provincial 
autonomy. Government ought to have considered this m atter earlier, 
but it is not too late even now. 1 hope the Government will accept 
my proposal without an> hesitation. W ith these wonls, 1 commend 
my resolution to ihe acceptance of the House.

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: 1 oppose this 
resolution. Acceptance of this Resolution means jhat we shall lose 
about Rs. 19 lakhs a year.

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Rupees 10 lakhs is the totul.

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: Rupees 19A lakhs 
is the total, and in Calcutta the unmetered consumption is very small 
and the quantity cannot be ascertained.

Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: You can cut the pay of the
I.C .S .

• •
The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: A fter tha t we

shall see that the electricity duty is reduced. TTp till that time I 
request you not to press this. My friend Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy has 
said that it will hard hit the poor. As you know, those who cannot 
consume 15 u n it^ a re  not charged the electricity duty. But in other 
provinces, they are now imposing that duty. In Bombay everybody 
who consumes electricity has to pay a tax. There is no exemption there 
as in the case of poor people in Bengal. Those who consume up to 12 
units in Bombay have to pay one anna, and those who consume nAre 
than 12 unitohflve to pay five pice. So our rate is moderate. In  view 
of all this I  oppose this resolution.
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The motion of Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy that this Assembly 
is of opinion that immediate steps should be taken by the Government 
of Bengll to give effect to the resolution passed by the Corporation of 
Calcutta on &th November, J938, for discontinuation of the levy of 
duty on electrical energy consumed for ^ghts and fans at the rate of 
half anna per unit when the supply is metered, and that the Bengal 
Electricity Duty Act, 1935, be amended accordingly was thper put 
and lost.

Committee to enquire into Financial Administration and Workings of 
College Hospitals.

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8 : Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to 
move that—

“Thin Assembly is of opinion tha t a committee consisting of five 
members, namely three members from the members of the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly, the Principal, Medical College, Calcutta, and 
<me member with audit qualification, be formed immediately to 
enquire into the financial adm inistration and the w ak ing  of the 
Medical College Hospital, Calcutta, prim arily with respect to the 
preparation of estimates and acceptance of tenders, stock clearance and 
stock-taking and other m atters of allied nature’’.

0 c
Sir, fully conscious of my duties and responsibilities as one of the 

representatives of this Province in the Bengal Legislative Assembly 
I  have tabled this resolution. No doubt the appointment of 
any such committee is not called for unless and un til there 
are reprehensible anomalies and culpable acts of omission and 
commission in the m atter of financial administration and the working 
of so great an institution like the Medical College Hospital. But if 
it can be shown that some healthy rules promulgated by the Govern­
ment of Bengal for such adm inistration and working has been given 
a decent burial bv the hospital authorities and instances thereafter are 
available to indicate that in the financial administration of the Medical 
College Hospital which spends lakhs and lakhs of rupees every year, 
drakes and ducks have been played with money, this House, I believe, 
will give unstinted support to this resolution.

Sir, public money is the blood of the nation and if it can be shown 
that a good deal of that money is misused, improperly spent and ques­
tionable tactics adopted, this House should see the end of that mal­
administration. Sir, in order to make my position perfectly clear I 
draw the attention of the House through you, Sir, to the rules relating 
to the purchase, supply, maintenance of stores, of the l^edical College 
Hospitals. In section 1(f), (f) and (g) it has been provided that a

t
148 NON-OFFICIAL BESOLUTIONS. [ 2 0 t h  AwttL,



1*».] NON-OFPICIAL RESOLUTIONS. 149
*

j^ ior demonstrator should be in charge of instrum ents and appli- # 
a&ces, surgical appliances and sundries and rum  and wine, but I may 
enlighten the House to see through the game that a complftp go-by 
has been given to the rules and a clerk qf the hospital has been placed 
in charge of those things. *

Sir, rule 10 of the same booklet says, “ that tlfe tenders are to be 
subttnHed in the sealed covers and to be opened before a committee” . 
•But I  "{nav assure th£ House that nobody is aware of the existence of 
any such committee and it may very pertinently be said that the Secre­
tary of the hospital is the real committee and he alone opens the tenders 
and on bis notes the Superintendent acts. I f  the authority says* that 
there is a Committee, then that Committee must be on paper and the 
members of such Committee are ignorant of its existence. Necessarily, 
Sir, the evils of the violation and the disregard *of these salutary rules 
have been manifest in the financial administration and the working of 
the hospital. One or two examples showing the questionable way of 
the financial adm inistration and misuse and waste of public money will 
indicate strikingly the significance and motives of the disregard of 
those rules. One X ’Ray Deeph-therapy apparatus was purchased in 
the year 1938#thro\fgh Siemens (India), L td., at a value of about forty 
thousand rupees. The said apparatus was booked at Berlin on 14tb 
March, 1938, and reached the Medical College Hospital in the month of 
April, 1938. But to the utter amazement and sutprise of the House 
I  may inform this House that while this instiument was in it* transit 
on its way to India and did not touch the shore of India, a certificate 
was given by the clerk who was in charge, in violation of the rule on 
28th February, 1938, to the effect that the article was received in good 
condition, and Sir, what is more reprehensive, mean and criminal is this 
that the full payment was made on 29th March, 1938.

Sir, had the junior demonstrator, who must have been a medical 
man and not in a subordinate position to the Secretary, been in charge, 
this thing could not have happened. The only conclusion and irresistible 
conclusion is this that in order to facilitate the object of the Secretary, 
the object questionable in its nature, the charge has been given to 
a efcrlr subordinate to him. Sir, why was this certificate, which is 
undoubtedly a false one, given without getting the thing? Nobody 
takes recourse to perjury and forgery without motive and sordid gains, 
and the House is to draw its inference from these circumstances.

Now another instance. Twelve Japan-made jars, each of one pound 
capacity, were purchased on 30th Ju ly  1938, a t Its, 12, through Messrs. 
K. R. Lynch k  Co., in suppression of the quotation of Rs. 1-8 per dozen 
from the Bengal Chemical and Pharm aceutical Works. This thing, 
Sir, has recently been detected and serious attempts are being m ad ^ to  
whitewash th£ thing. Another instance of a serious nature was detected 
on 17th February 1939, by the assistant to S. D. D. P . This assistant
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while taking over several hundreds of syringes from the same K. R.
•Lynch & Co., detected that those syringes were purchased at more than 
double t^e value and he reported the matter accordingly, but the 
honourable members of this House will be stupefied to learn tha t the 
Secretary had an explanation called from the said assistant as to why 
he went to question<the propriety of the price.

Sir, had the tenders been opened before a Committee according to 
rule 10, the suppression 'of loVest tender could not have been Effected. 
1 may urge that if a committee of enquiry is appointed, many instances 
ot suppression of tenders at a lower rate and flagrant violation of the 
rules to suit the purpose of the individuals and instances of unjust 
waste of public money and maladministration of serious nature will 
stagger the public and the Government.

Sir, one word regarding condemned articles. My definite informa­
tion is (his that stock is never taken of condemned articles and the 
register thereof is not shown by the Secretary* to the Auditor at the 
time of the audit. Sir, I am also definitely informed from a reliable 
source that in case of stock-taking of the condemned articles it will 
certainly fall short. A great deal of condemned articles disappear* 
ed for the reasons which would be proved at the time of enquiry. Sir. 
I do not like to multiply the instances, because I believe and I have 
reasons to believe that it i s  the quality and not the quantity which will 
go to influence the opinion and the judgment ot the House. Again I 
say and**boldly assert that J have tabled the resolution, fully C o n s c i o u s  

of my duties and responsibilities. Serious allegations have been made 
regarding the financial administration of the Medical College Hospital. 
Medical College Hospital is a great institution, but its fair name is still 
greater. The duty of the Government, the popular Government, is to 
scrupulously see that the administration, the financial administration, 
and the working ot such a great institution is not stained with dis­
honesty and its reputation sullied with the mean and rapacious actions 
of any one.

Sir, my resolution demands an enquiry, fair and im partial enquiry, 
and docs not demand to send anybody to gallows. #

In order to vindicate the right cause and to save the administration 
of Medical College Hospital from the stigma of dishonest disposal of 
hospital fund, the Government should rise equal to the occasion and 
accept the resolution I have moved.

In  conclusion, I may say that I have not demanded anything which 
may be called unreasonable and unfair; I have not asked the Govern­
ment to take any steps which prudence will forbid to do. But I  have 
asked the Government to respond to the just demand and accept 
moderate proposal. The reports of scandals and maladministration 
have encircled the financial administration and the worlcing of the



Medical College Hospital, the Wat of its kind not only in India but in 
the whole of Asia. I t  is the bounden duty and heavy responsibility* 
on the part of the Government to remove the cloud of suspit$on based 
on good foundation that have shadowed the Rood name of the institution 
by accepting the demand. ^The resolution aims at the removal of 
corruption and' the establishment of good reputation. So it will be 

for the Government not to oppose but to support the resolution.

W fth these few tfords, I commend this resolution for the poceptance 
of the House.

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in rising to 
support the motion of my esteemed friend Mr. Abdul Latif Biswas, I 
would a t the outset say that it is a very modest mid reasonable proposal.* 
Prinui f a ne  it may appear to he startling" inaMiMich as it is a new move, 
a new attem pt on the part of the 'Legislature to set up a committee to 
make inquiries into the* corruptions and* malpractices of an institution 
which is regarded as the premier Medical College in*India, nay, in 
Asia, and over which lakhs and lakhs of rupees are spent for the 
redress and betterment of the suffering humanity, for their timely and 
proper medicfil aid, for their necessary nourishment and comforts at a 
time when they need them most.

Sir, when allegations and definite charges of Vonuption are jutfile 
against*the management and working of such an institution, J appeal 
to you and through you to the House to consider if they have been 
lightly  made, particularly when coming as they do from a person with 
a pronounced sense of responsibility. Should we, members of the 
^Legislature, rest content with deliveiing budget speeches and expressing 
pious wishes or passing pious resolutions against corruption or should we 
devise ways and means to put an end to the canker oi corruption which 
is eating into the vitals and badly damaging the popularity of such a 
noble institution?

To take one instance out of many, I ma\ say, Sir, that almost every 
or<ynary patient—I mean patients who are not connected with big 
people— coming out of the Medical College, whom I have met, has 
complained about the inadequate supply of milk, diet and other 
nourishments. Rumours of well-laid conspiracies between the agencies 
of milk supply and the officers of the institution concerned to misappro* 
priate large quantities of milk have come to our ears time and again. 
Now that the administration of the province has passed into the hands 
of a popular Government, should they risk their popularity by sittiug 
idle by saying that the m atter has been engaging their attention, or 
should the Government have an enquiry made into these by d i^ in - 
gnished persons of trust and responsibility who would apply tneir 
judicial mind to the materials placed and arrive at a finding? If  the
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allegations are found baseless and unfounded! the reputation and 
•prestige of the Ministry and of the institution will be all the more 
enhancedJ If  they are found to be 'true and the culprits can be caught, 
Government, I  believe, will not hesitate to take drastic steps against 
the delinquents. In  th a t case'also Government will be more popular, 
and the greatest good, would be that other branches of the 'administration, 
where corruption exists, will be set right. A dm itting for theyv&ke 
of argument that there is no oorruption in the institations tha t afe are 
talking of, in that case also other institutions, where corruption exists 
will be set right—at least they will be more cautious if we begin with 
this. Sir, I  am reminded of a Bengali proverb which says that one 
has t<5 beat the daughter to teach the daughter-in-law.

That is, Sir, all that I  have got to say at the, present moment,
% because I feel that, if we go to the details of corruption, the very

purpose of setting up a Committee will be frustrated.
W ith these words, Sir, I heartily support tjie resolution which has 

been sponsored by my friend.
c

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Mr. Speaker, Sir, before the 
Hon’ble Minister replies to this debate, may I just draw four attention 
to one outstanding fact which will necessarily crop up in connection 
with this question?

So fiy as this demand for an enquiry is concerned, which is particu­
larly directed against corruption or allegations of corruption, I do not 
think, Sir, tha t any reasonable person will resist a proposal of that 
character. We are always anxious to see that our public services are 
rendered free from corruption, and, so far as this side of the House is 
concerned, we shall accord our full support, whenever it is asked tor, 
in bringing about such a condition in our public services that corruption 
will be a thing of the pant. At the same time, Sir, I shall remind this 
House and the llo n ’ble Ministers that this resolution demands a 
committee of enquiry.

I shall only point out to the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
department concerned that we had an enquiry, a full-dress enquiry, into 
another matter relating to that particular department, which arose in 
Dacca. That was an incident which stirred the public opinion of this 
province to its very foundation—I mean the enquiry made bv Mr. Tyson 
in connection with the affairs in the Dacca Medical School. There was 
—Sir, I am not going to digress into details—an enqufry which related 
to the condition of things prevailing there, so far as the position of 
girl students was concerned vis-d-vi* the Deputy Superintendent of that 
institution. Sir, the public had full knowledge of the nature of that 
enquiry. Reports used to be published from day to day in the news* 
papers, and the whole province was agog with enthusiasm as to what
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%  result of that enquiry might be. But unfortunately, Sir, that 
report has been suppressed—we do say that it has been deliberately * 
suppressed—and although everybody in this province, who is interested 
in the welfare of our girl students, was anxious to find out wiiat the 
opinion of the enquiring offiger was witL regard to that matter, that 
enquiry report has up till now not seen the light oi day I

^^tope , Sir th^ t such a fate will not# await the present committee 
which "Is intended to* be formed by this resolution. I  do not know 
whether this resolution has Wen occabioned by the fact that the 
particular officer concerned belongs to a particular community, and it  
m ight be suggested that the other report would remain a scaled.book 
because the officer concerned in that enquiry happened to belong to 
another com m unity! 1 am not at all anxious to raise communal
questions here. (Mr. A bdul W ahab K h#\n  : ifut you have done it *
already! The mischief is done!) Yes, if the mischief is done, it was 
long overdue. I t ought to have Wen done long, long ago. I am only 
sounding a note of warning. I f  you a rc ’anxious to have enquiries and 
reports, be careful that you come out with the reports an<l not make any 
distinction as regards the subject-matter—whether the persons concerned 
belong to on^ community or another—in bringing the report of the 
committee to its final fruition and in placing it before the public. 
(Mr. A hdvl W aiiab K h a n : We did not expect that from you!)

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Mr Speaker, Sir, when 
this resolution was tabled by my honourable friend, I had no idea that 
certain specific allegations would be made. The request in the resolution 
was simply to make an enquiry into the financial administration of the 
Medical College Hospitals. So far as that administration is concerned, 
Government had no reason to suspect that there was anything wrong 
anywhere.

For the edification of the House, I should like to state how the 
financial administration of the Medical College Hospitals is being 
carried on. The arrangement about the financial administration and 
woAing of the hospitals can hardly be improved upon. The rules 
which were framed by Government after a Special Officer of the 
Accountant-General, Bengal, had inspected the working of the hospitals, 
in consultation with the Accountant-General, are quite elaborate and 
provide for adequate check and scrutiny in all matters. I t  need only 
be mentioned th a t regarding the estimates and tenders for various 
supplies which appear to be the target of the mover, there is a committee 
consisting of the Superintendent, the Secretary, Medical College 
Hospitals, who possesses high audit qualifications, and the R e s i^ n t 
Surgeon. Tenders are accepted after careful scrutiny and reports from 
police.
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As itegards the dietary articles, the Diet Conference presided oyer
* by  the Surgeon-General and composed of all Superintendents of State 

Hospital* in Calcutta scrutinises the rates and standing of the variou§ 
tendering firms. l

W ith regard to medicines, instrument?, etc., the estimates and the
tenders are examined by Government in this department in consultation
with the Finance Department.

• . # %
The comprehensive rules about stock taking and stock clearance 

framed by Government are strictly followed. Government had a 
Special Officer deputed by the Accountant-General in 1932 to closely 
examine the working of the hospitals and lay down rules which were 
famed in 1933. There is also a Visiting Committee consisting mainly 

% of non-officials presided over by the Member, Board* of Revenue. The 
members of the committee hftld regular inspections of the working of 
the hospitals. Meetings of that committee are held quarterly and 
suggestions for improvement in all matters connected with the hospitals 
and the comfort and convenience of patients arc made for consideration 
by Government.

Sir, in these circumstances, as T have said, theje was no suspicion 
in my mind that there was any necessity for an enquiry as requested 
in the resolution of my honourable friend. But in the course of the 
speech that he has jnade, h** brought forward certain charges of a 
serious nature. Sir, as far as I know, I am suspicious about the 
correctness of these charges. (Mr. A ddul W ahah Kh a n : You need
dot be suspicious!) (A voice from the Krishak Proja benches: Even
without making an enquiry?) Yes, even without an enquiry, because 
there are these elaborate rules, checks, and in spec t ions ,  and I think that 
in the face of all these safeguards it is not likely that things as alleged 
by my honourable friend have actually occurred. But my friend who 
has tabled this resolution is a responsible member of this House, and 
he must have made these allegations with a full sense of responsibility. 
Not only my honourable friend Mr. Abdul Latif Biswas has brought 
forward these charges, but these have been supplemented by my 
honourable friend Mr. Abdul W ahah Khan, and my friend Mr. Sanfosh 
K um ar Basu also has said that as charges of a serious nature have been 
brought, in propriety Government cannot'refuse an enquiry. Therefore, 
I  think that in these circumstances, unless an enquiry is made, an 
impression may go round that perhaps there is something wrong in 
the administration of the Medical College Hospitals. Sir, it is only 
with the object of vindicating the reputation of the Medical College 
Hospitals that 1 am prepared to make an enquiry into the matter, as 
suggested. I  would also like to state that Government are as anxious 
to nut down corruption, bribery, jobbery or anything of the kind as 
any member of this House. But I would also warn, honourable 
memlters that when they bring forward any specific allegation, they



slgjuld be well posted with their facts. Allegations oi J  serious 
feature should not be made light-heartedly ami I hope in this lease, the* 
allegations have not been made light-heartedly a t all. Sir, itl is really 
surprising that in referring to this resolution, my honourable friend, 
Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu, cguld not resist the temptation of referring 
to another enquiry that was held some time ago# into certain allega- 
tioll&^bout a medical officer connected with the Dacca Medical School. 
(Mr. & k t o s h  Kril.vn B a s u : W hy not?* I t  f r a v e  me an opportunity.)
In  connection with that, Mr. Basu raised a communal question. He 
raised that question and yet, a shrewd lawyer as he is, he pretended 
to Bay he would not like to raise it.

Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U: And the reply has been like a 
shrewder lawyer. • «

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Mr. Basu raised his 
question because of the deliberate suppression of the report.

•

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: My friend, Mr. 
Chaudhuri, says t^at the report has been suppressed, i say that the 
report has n<ft been suppressed but the leport has not been published 
(Hear, hear from the Opposition Benches) with the same object that is 
dear to my honourable friends. It is in the interests of the good 
name of the institution itself that Government did not think it fit 
to publish the report------  *

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: I/et the people judge.

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: But there is a question 
pending for answer about the report and about the steps which Govern­
ment have taken with regard to the report. That question has cer­
tainly been pending lor a long time but Government will come forward 
with a reply very soon and I hope the House will be satisfied. I 
again repudiate, with all the emphasis that I can command, the sug­
gestion made by my honourable friend, Mr. Basu, that it was any 
communal consideration that weighed with the Government in dealing 
with the m atter in the way they did. My friend also suspects in the 
present case that Government will not probably deal with the matter 
squarely and fairly because a gentleman belonging to a particular 
community may be------

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: I strongly repudiate the sugges­
tion which the H on’ble Minister has put into mv mouth.
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Rai IjAREMDRA NATH CHAUOHURI: On a point of order, Sir. 
'When a speaker disowns having s^d a particular thing, does it lie in 
the mouth of the other side to repudiate that? Is he not bound to 
accept that according to parliamentary convention P

Th# Hon'Me M*> TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Did hfe not raise the 
communal question an<l did he not say that in this p articu lap^8sef 
Government should not l>e influenced by the consideration of tke fact 
tha t this gentleman belongs to a particular community? Did he not 
raise tha t question?

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I refuse to be cross-examined 
by the Hon’ble Minister. He may adopt any method he likes to 

^ pander to the communal frenzy of his friends.

Tto Hon'bla Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I  again raise my voice 
of protest against the insinuation of mv honourable friend. I  think it 
is extremely suiprising that an honourable member of this House after 
having made a certain allegation should neither withdraw it nor allow 
his opponents to comment upon it. That is certainly a very peculiar 
position that my honourable friend wants to take up in this case. I  
can only say that so far as this Government are concerned, no com­
munal considerations will weigh with them in any manner and that 
it is only the considerations of justice and fairness that willt be the 
deciding factors in anv m atter that this Government mav deal with 
(Mr. S a n t o s h  Kimah B a s t : W ith the Dacca Enquiry also, I hope.)
Yes, with everything. As regards the attitude of the Government 
with regard to the resolution under discussion, I have already made 
my position clear.

The motion of Maulvi A ImIu I Latif Biswas that this Assembly is of 
opinion that a committee consisting of five members, namely, three 
members from the members of the Bengal Legislative Assembly, the 
Principal, Medical College, Calcutta, and one member with audit 
qualification, be formed immediately to enquire into the financial 
administration and the working of the Medical College Hospitals, 
Calcutta, primarily with respect to the preparation of estimates and 
acceptance of tenders, stock clearance and 'stock-taking and other 
matters of allied nature, was then put and agreed to.

RtplaowiMnt of Covernnwnt of India Act by Constituent Assembly.

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, I beg to move that this Assembly is 
of opinion that the Government of Bengal should request the Gov- 
eminent of India to forward to His M ajesty's Government the expres­
sion of opinion of this House that the Government of India Act of
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should be replaced by a Constituent Assembly electm  on the# 
Ipiaie of adult franchise, which n y y  allow the people of l t d i a  fu ll 
eoope for development according to th ier needs and desires ;*fmd tha t 
for transitional purposes this Assembly #hopes tha t His M ajesty’s Gov­
ernm ent will set up a Central Government free from the objectionable 
features of thfc Federal Scheme as laid down iw the Government of 

Act, 1935, to be evolved in consultation with the Provincial 
Governments an#  national leaders. *

W hat are the objectionable features ot the Federal Constitution? 
There is 110 Upper House in any of the provinces with the same 
powers over the purse as the l»w cr House. There is no indirect 
election to any of the provincial I/ower Houses. Indian Rulers do 
not send their nc/minees to any of the Provintyal Legislatures. There*?** 
are no reserved subjects in the provinces, tyighty per cent, of the 
provincial revenues are not mortgaged to the reserved subjects. No 
big* subject like Railways or Currency pr Exchange is handed over to 
outside authorities like the Federal Railway authority  or the Reserve 
Bank of India in the provinces. No Provincial Governor has any 
special safeguards for the financial stability of any province. No 
commercial wfegifards which lim it mercilessly the powers of an Indian 
Commerce M inister in the Federation, handicap the Provincial 
Ministers. Defence, which hurts the self-respect of India, is not a 
provincial problem.

•
All these and other ugly features are present in the Federal Con­

stitution anti we see no change of heart in the present Government 
of India showing the possibilities of any co-operation. The ruthless 
views of the Governor-General and his advisers on the Govcmor- 
G eneral's powers regarding legislation at the Centre, for example, the 
Income-tax Bill, under the clauses of the Government of India Act, 
1935, which are coming into force even without the inauguration of 
Federation; the statement made by the Government of Ind ia  about 
the Congress W orking Committee’s resolution on the rupee ratio and 
the appointments to the Viceroy’s Executive Council, even though for 
a fh g ft period, all alike show that in spite of the Viceroy’s desire as 
expressed in the Calcutta speech of December last, to secure good-will 
and co-operation, there is no attem pt on the part of the Government 
to secure the same.

So the Viceroy’s appeal to India for collaboration, even to those 
who may sincerely doubt the value of the Federal scheme and for 
trust—trust in the sincerity of those by whom the scheme has been 
devised, tru st in the good-will and good faith of those by whom i t  
falls *to be carried out, I  would humbly reply by quoting an English 
proverb—“ tru st begets tru s t.”  Let the Viceroy tru st the Ind ian  
leaders, let the Viceroy pursuade the Indian  §tates------
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Mr. nPEAKERs The Viceroy's speech is not the subject m atter 
of discureion now, so you should pot discuss i t  here. You may make 
a menticm of it incidentally.

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Let the Political Departm ent not stand
between the rulers ‘and their people and let the Viceroy remove the 
ugly features, f have mentioned above. They may all be doiy**i£ven 
without amendment of “the Act, but England "must learn tfc trust 
India, not only to govern herself but to decide freely for herself her 
own future political destiny. Bui thU i> not to be.

Sir, like the Indian National Congre^, we do not recognise the 
r igh t of the British Parliament to frame the constitution of the 
Government of India. We also unconditionally reject the Govern­
ment of Lidia Act of

The down-trodden people deprived ot even the fundamental rights 
of humanity, oppressed and exploited by the privileged few, want 
complete emancipation from economic bondage. All political organi­
sations of India have made independence as their goal. If indepen­
dence is meant for this vast pauperised masse**, we shall have to take 
up all national and international problems, as th e 'in d irn  struggle is 
closely linked up with the huge struggle waged outside against Im pe­
rialism , study every objective conditions carefully, analyse every 
economic factor, watch each and e\ery concrete situation, ascertain 
the root cause of economic crisis, world depression, and contradictions 
in the existing social order, and adopt a scientific course of action.

These economic and other problems which press insistently on masses 
cannot find solution nor can India get rid of her poverty and keep pace 
with the modern progress unless people have full opportunities of self­
development and growth which independence alone can give. The 
inherent right and dignity of the people also demand this full freedom.

No other constitutions or attempted solutions of the problems can 
be accepted by the Indian people. We, like the Indian National 
Congress, are of opinion that in view of the situation in India, the 
organised strength of the national movement, the remarkable groprth 
of Ihe consciousness of the masses, new' awakening among the people 
of Indian States as well an the rapid development of the world situa­
tion, the time has come for the full application of the principle of 
self-determination to India, so that the people of India might establish 
an independent democratic state by means of a constituent assembly.

Provincial Autonomy affords no such scope for development and its 
capacity for good is being rapidly exhausted. The proposed federa­
tion strangles Ind ia  still further and should not be accepted. We are 
therefore firmly of opinion that the whole of the Government of 
India Act must give place to a constitution of free India-m ade by the 
people themselves.
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independent and democratic Ind ia  will face the solution of our # 
g m t  problems rapidly and effectively and will line b e rJe f w ith  
progressive peoples of the world ana thus aid the cause of democracy 
and freedom.

Sir, I  commend the resolution tor the acceptance of the House.
*

Dr^NALINAKpHA 8ANYAL: 1 bey to move, by uay of amend- 
m ent, *to Resolution *No. 6 that in line 5 after the words “ replaced 
by”  the words “ a constitution framed by” be inserted and that the 
following be added to the ^so lu tion , namely: —

«
“ and further that pending the final decision of His M ajesty’̂  

Government in this respect no attem pts should be made by
the Provincial Government to further the introduction of '
the Federation as contemplated undor the Act at present.”

My amendments are tinis reallx two independent amendments. The 
first amendment refers to a veibal change, because f  felt that the 
wording of the resolution as given notice of had left out a few words. 
A fter the words “ replaced by” 1 wanted to add the words “ a consti­
tution framed* by ,” because without these words the resolution as 
circulated would not have any definite meaning. Thereafter towards 
the end of the resolution I want to add the following words “ and 
further that pending the final decision of His M ajesty’s Government 
in this respect no attempts should be made by the Provincial fiovern- 
ment to further the introduction of the Federation as contemplated 
under the Act at present.”

In  moving these two amendments I must make the position of
myself as well as that of the Congress party dear. I t  is well known
that the Congress stands committed to oppose the Federation tooth and 
nail. The President of the Congress and the resolutions adopted a t 
various meetings of the Congress have condemned the federation 
unequivocally------

M%||lvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Not the right wingers.

Dr. UALINAK8HA SANYAL: All wings of the Congress; there 
is no difference of opinion in this respect. Along with the Muslim 
League the Congress have condemned the present scheme of federa­
tion in no unequivocal terms. Accordingly, I had given notice of a 
resolution myself which was drafted carefully. T hat resolution wa» 
printed as Resolution No. .H8. The wording of the resolution was as 
follows: —

♦
"T his Assembly is of opinion that steps should bt? taken to represent 

to the proper authorities th a t the present Constitution under the
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Gcverflnient of Ind ia  Act, 1935, should be replaced by one, framed 
on the Vasia of national independence, by the people of In d ia  through 
a. Constituent Assembly elected on A dult F ranchise; and th a t so long 
as suitable m odification are not made in  the present provisions for a 
Federal Government at the Centre the provincial Government should 
take no part in  the* introduction of the second part of the Act relating  
to the Federation of In d ia .” r  *

• *  ,  < ^

The position is perfectly clear. I  would not, as you have ruled 
th a t we should not a t this stage, enter into the discussion of the 
m erits of federation as enunciated or contemplated in the Govern­
m ent of In d ia  Act. I  would only subm it that no section of the popu­
lation in Ind ia  have accepted the scheme proposed in the Government 
of Ind ia  Act for a Central Government of the country. I t  is only fair 
therefore tha t suitable representations should be made as far as possible 
to get tha t part suitably modified. So far as we are concerned, we do 
not believe th a t any just constitution, any fjiir constitution, is likely 
to come through the hands of the Parliam entary draftsmen sitting  
thousands of miles away, and we repudiate the claim of the Britishers 
to  govern us in this country according to a constitution they choose to 
fram e and therefore the resolution proposed bv 'toy ^ teem ed friend 
Mr. Abul Fazl is tha t we must approach the proper authorities not to 
fram e a constitution themselves for us but to get a constitution adopted 
in accordance w ith the desires of the people of Ind ia  based on adult 
franchise devised by a constituent Assembly. That is to say,-we want 
complete self-determ ination in fram ing our own constitution. There­
after my friends suggests that in the intervening period, so long as 
th a t constitution has not been framed and adopted and put into opera­
tion, the Central Government should be constituted according to 
certain  scheme. So far as that policy is concerned, I have some mis­
givings, because I  do not quite follow how a Central Government can 
be constituted at this stage w ithout further Parliam entary legislation 
being modified consequently. I  want to go to the root of it. The 
Provincial Governments have a responsibility in the m atter some of 
them very clearly stated that so far as the responsible Provincial Gov­
ernm ents of the Provinces are concerned, they refuse to co-opec*te in a 
m atter in which the people of every section have found certain diffi­
culties. Our Provincial Government should also refuse to help in the 
introduction of the federal part as it is now contemplated. T hat is all. 
I  do not propose to take much time of this House, because a t th is 
fag  end of a strenuous day I think it is only fair tha t we should go 
w ith a feeling tha t we have come to a resolution which is acceptable 
unanim ously to the whole House. I  know that probably, following 
the previous practice as my esteemed friend the Hon’ble the Home 
M inister has already adopted in the past, he will say that so far as 
th is  resolution is concerned Government members as tuch ilil l keep 
neutral. They will not take any part, nor they will make any

0 '
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jjilfeervation. T?hey will simply forward the debates to the proper autho- 
ritie s  through His Excellency. I trust with that a ttitude tj/is resolu* 
tion will be unanimously adopted ^>y this House. f

Mr. SPEAKER: This is a very important resolution. I t  is already 
7-50 p.m . I  have got just 4 0  minutes. I waut to know whether the 
House wants to sit a little  later. •

Rtf HARENDffA NATH CHAUO^URf: It is already too late.

Mr. SPEAKER: Then I will rail on Sir Nazimuddin to reply.

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There is no question of 
Government replying. The attitude ot the governm ent has already,***,, 
been explained. •

Mr, SPEAKER: I s  that the attitude?

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes 
§ •

Mr. SPEAKER: Then J will ask a member from each side to
speak for five minutes.

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: Sir, I whole-heartedly
support the amendment moved by my friend, Dr. Sanyal.

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL : I accept the amendment.

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: Sir, our demand for the 
iejection of the constitution in based on a hearty disbelief in the spirit 
that permeates the constitution. Constitution-making is no new thing 
in our poor enslaved country and we remember with bitterness all that 
went in constitution-making. We can never forget, the history of the 
<<4nfljitution-making. After all, who an* the people for whom this 
constitution is made? Illiteracy, disease, starvation has become the 
order of the day. Years of plunder and loot in the name of so-called 
Government, in the name of Law and Order, have turned a healthy 
prosperous land, well-watered, ever green as the poets used to describe, 
into a desert 'ijhere to-day famished half-naked skeletons roam like 
so many phantoms. Wherefrom comes the fabulous wealth of England 
to-day? Has not the blood of our motherland been made to flow into 
the arteries and veins of England. For England to talk of honouring 
the Ufyerty and independence of another land? For England to t^ k  of 
demdteracy *nd to talk of framing a constitution? I  have no sympathy
12
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f ° for H ffr  H itler but is he not absolutely righ t when he compares
* E ng lanr to a bad woman who professes v irtuefca t her old ageP And 

even a t^ e r  old age, look at the lifference between the practice and 
profession of this good lad y !

Not long ago the last world war was fought. Ind ia 's blood was 
shed on the field of«Flanders, India’s gold was packed &ff to the coffers 
of the Bank of England, to save the honour of England. W as not 
England fighting for the honour of all weak nations? Tal! talks 
which her statesmen indulged in and which echoed and re-echoed and 
reverberated throughout the length and breadth of the world are still 
ringing in our ears. But what is her practice? This mock constitu­
tion has been thrust on us. Thousands and thousands were put to jail, 
omnibus punishment, fines, searches, curfew orders, illegal lathi 
charges, snatching away of poor men's chattle and cattle became the 
order of the day. And this 1s the era of appeasement! Poor men’s 
money was spent like water------

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y  o il must discuss the future constitution.

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: 1 hold* thaM o the injury 
that was done to us insult has been added. We demanded liberty and 
bread and for that, this constitution is offered in the name of appease­
ment. 1, therefore, hold that I ain in order.

A nd’the insult is not a small one. If we search the records of all 
the countries, the world over, nowhere shall we find a parallel of this 
wretched constitution. Hedged in by safeguards, the constitution 
has divided the people by means of separate electorates to that the 
invisible hands of our foreign masters can still hold the reins of Govern­
ment. Think for a moment the condition of Bengal. Who rule the 
country? The European members who sit there. How could they 
come here? Whom do they represent? Sixteen lakhs of people of 
Nadia have sent me here but how many are behind each of these merry 
group of thirty. One has heard of 13-cubit seeds of a 12-cubit melon, 
but now it seems a 12-cubit melon can have even 20-cubit seeds. ^

If any change has been brought by this constitution, that change is 
for the worse. Cost of the top-heavy administration has increased 
still more indeed.

The foreign army, the army of occupation must still remain—and 
not to speak of this even over the Indian army Indians will have no 
say. India’s foreign policy will not be controlled by Indians. The 
railways must he in other hands. And topping all these is the 
monstrous scheme of Federation where the condition of the poor men 
wh8 always pay but cannot call for the tune has been made still worse. 
Cost of administration must increase indeed; more taxes the people
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nwifit pay ; though th f ir  back bends over the w eight of th e n Jy e t thep 
m ust not have any control over thej purse and must remain content as 
drawers of w ater and hewers of wood.

Bengal was once the pioneer in freedom’s battle and therefore 
Bengal m ust b£ taugh t a lesson. The constitution has purposely been 
so% framed that reactionaries, who have never sacrificed anything in 
their lives for th^ cause of freedom but always are wont to dance in 
tune £ ith  their ma'sters’ music, must come in prominence. Deoent 
people laugh at the performance of these esteemed gentlemen. Mere 
Mg captions like Home Minister, Finance M inister, Revenue M inister, 
etc., do not help us.

Mr. 8PEAKER: You are going into provincial m atters. ,

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: They are also part of the 
scheme.

Mr. 8PEAKER: No.

Mr. HARJPABA CHATTOPADHYAY: Sir, the constitution baa 
brought no help and relief to the suffering millions of my countrymen. 
I t has brought relief of course to some esteemed gentlemen and their 
relatives. These gentlemen sell the inters! of thl?ir own country for 
their ow*n personal benefit.

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 am afraid I must say that I hold that you are
out of order now . (L au g h te r.)

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: 1 bow to your ruling.
Sir, this constitution prepared by our foreign masters suiting their 

own interest should be discarded by us. The suffering millions m ust 
prepare their own constitution. And in their name, Sir, let us demand 
a constitution which will be based on adult franchise which will make 
real men of us, when Assembly Members will be so many selfless 
serfalfts------

(H ere the member having reached the time-limit, resumed his seat.)

Maulvi ABUL HA8HIM: Mr. Speaker, Sir, my friend Dr. Sanyal 
has proposed th^jt the pregent constitution should be replaced by one 
based on national independence. So far, we agree with him. He 
further proposes that the constitution should be framed by a consti­
tuent assembly of India based on adult franchise. I t  will be a really 
very happy thing for us if we are able to give expression to the genuine 
needs of the«Indian people through a constituent assembly based on 
a iu l t franchise. B ut, Sir, where is that constituent assem bly? W hen



h  it going to be formed? My friend has talked of democracy. Sir, 
my humble submission is this tha t jiemocracy is a very nice th ing , but 
unfortunately in this world of ours, nothing is absolutely good for 
every clime and in every place. Democracy presupposes the existence 
of a very highly cultured people living is  harm ony w ith each other. 
However unpleasant *it may be, it is no good shutting  our eyes to hard 
realities of fact. Unfortunatel}' for us, we are divided into g ro u p s 
and sections—jealous of each other and fightiflg w ith each^other. 
D r. Kanyal has said that the Indian N ational Congress along with the  
Muslim League has condemned the sugested Federation. I t  is so, 
8ir, but I believe the reasons are not the same. If  we are w orking 
out a constitution, in case we are fully satisfied with it, nothing will 
be more „ welcome than to have a constitution based on national 
independence. But, Sir, this nationalism has now degenerated into 
som ething which I need*not mention.

So far as Indian nationalism is concerned, I have got some definite 
views on this ipatter. I think Indian nationalism will, at the present 
moment, be something highly artifical. 1 do not think there is 
anything common between ourselves*, the people of Bengal and the 
M ahrattas beyond the fact that we live wit hi it certain territorial 
boundaries. Sir, we. the Moslems, are definitely of opinion that 
circumstanced as we are, until real peace and harmony is established 
between the different communities and classes in India, we, the 
Moslenks, must have a constitution which may be based on independence, 
but must also be on a separate electorate basis. It is no doubt a very 
unpleasant thing, but the fact is that we have no confidence in each 
other. It is for this reason that I am able to agree with my friend, 
Dr. Sanyal, so far as the granting  of a special constitution to India 
through a constituent assembly based on adult francise is 
concerned. Here, in India, where 99 per cent, of the popula­
tion are illiterate, one can well think of the quality of 
adult franchise. We may first prepare ourselves for having adult 
franchise and nothing would be happier than when we have it. But 
the fact is that at the present moment we are not fit for adult franchise. 
W ith regard to the future constitution, there may be a constituent 
assembly consisting of all partita and all opinions based on separate 
electorates. So far as we, the Moslems, are concerned, if there was a 
question of complete independence for Bengal, B ihar, the F n ited  
Provinces and the Punjab , that would have been quite a different thing. 
But, Sir, Dr. Sanval will also agree with me that, not only are the 
H indus and Moslems now fighting with each other, but there is also 
a good deal,of provincialism throughout. The other provinces are not 
on friendly terms with Bengal, w ith regard to which the Congress 
members from Bengal had a bitter experience at Tripuri. That is the 
reason why we, the Moslem*, want separate electorate and also because 
Indian nationalism jri\ \  have a high command somewhere else from
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where they will issue commands which we will have to obey/w ithout 
any protest. In view*of these observations, I am unable to alnept and* 
support the amendment of I)r. S alyal, as it has been drafted. But 
in its essence, so far as having national independence is concerned, we 
entirely agree with him. We are pr<*pnred to accept a constituent 
assembly based on separate electorates for the different classes and 
communities and I think that a constituent assembly not based on 
adult franch ise but fyased on separate electorate will be of great benefit 
to us. Otherwise, if there is general adult franchise, we are afraid, 
only the heads will be counted, and the causes of the minorities will 
be trampled down under foot. (Dr. N a i i w k s h a  S \ n y \ i. : We, the
minorities here, are prepared to suttei >. But 1 think my friend is 
talking of a democracy which, I understand, is a thing which disregards 
the interests of t i f e  minorities. W hat I mean J»y democracy, however, 
is a thing of the people, by the peoplo and for the people, and the 
people includes a l l  s e c t i o n s  and ( l a s s e s  of the population.

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR; Mr. Speaker, Sir, on 
a resolution embodying the most momentous political issue that is 
facing India to-day, I believe this House, in common with all 
the elected leg islatures in India, whether the Ministries then* are 
Congress Ministries or non-Congress Mmistiies, shall take a view-point 
which will not be coloured by sectional or communal or narrow partisan 
interests but will certainh be inspired b\ the wider interests ol nationa­
lism. I take it that this is the particular consideration, this is tile stand­
point that has been expressed by the llon'ble Home Minister when he 
said that he does not wish to make it a point of party politics but to 
leave it to the sense of the House to give expression to their opinion 
as they like, and 1 may mention that 1 want to make sure that the 
members of the Government, at least on this occasion, will agree with 
me that on an issue like this it in not a question of 
confidence or no-confidence in the Ministry, but that it is a 
question of confidence or no-confidence in our national self- 
respect. We, amongst ourselves, may raise questions and issues 
of communal claims and counter-claims. But I believe there is 
thfs*m uch of confidence in the self-reliance of all the commu­
nities in India, whether they are in a majority or in a minority, as to 
advance any claims and counter-claims and to fight out for themselves,, 
But when it is a question of the principle of self-determination, when 
it is a question of national self-respect and national freedom, I believe, 
Sir, that India*will refuse to be divided into Hindus and Moslems 
j\ist as I believe that the period when India fell a victim to foreign 
Im perialist domination, there was no question of communal division in 
Bengal. Sir, when Bengal became the first foothold of British 
Im perialism  in India, Bengal was not divided as between MuiAims 
and Hindus but Bengal was divided as between those who were the



suppo rte r of foreign imperialism and those who were opposed to it. I  
iraa t b o tl the Hindus and the Moslems to look back with pride to 
those days when in the field of Pfassey the Hindus and Moslems 
combined to fight against British Imperialism. If  you want to 
establish communal rights, if want to fight for any communal 
rightH whatsoever, by^ all means fight, and fight it out amongst our­
selves. But when it will be a question of Clives and H astings, let Us 
not take our stand as M irjafais, but let us fight {or* Ind ia’s freedom. 
An issue of that nature is fast coming to-day, and from that point of 
view I appreciate the standpoint which the Bengal Ministry has 
adopted on the question of discussing this resolution, and I should 
like to*add only this that the principle underlying this resolution, viz., 
the principle of Ind ia ’s right to self-determination and complete 

(/ejection of the constitytion framed by the British * Parliam ent is a 
principle accepted in common* by the Congress, the Muslim League 
and all the other political organisations in India. There is not one 
single organisation on which {he British can . rely except perhaps 
trying to set up (;ertain hired gangs, trying to set up modern Mirjafars, 
in order to maintain their imperialist domination over India, and, 
therefore, on this issue there should be no division amongst ourselves. 
But the resolution, as it is framed, I believe, in one vety important 
respect, may be construed, although on the question of its underlying 
principle there is no difference whatsoever, as a sort of an appeal to 
the British Im perialist Government to allow us to have a Constituent 
Assembly Speaking as a realist in the light of cold reasoning, 
I  can say that the constitution under the Government of India Act has 
been framed not with a view to support the principle of self-determina- 
tion but to safeguard the interests of British Imperialism in times of 
war, and therefore the sanction behind the Government of India Act 
is not a moral sanction, but the sanction of the British armed forces 
with a view to safeguard their own interests. It will not hesitate for 
a moment to raze Arabia, barter Palestine and ravish Albania through 
the commission of a secret pact with Italy . The chief culprit in the 
recent outrage on Albania is Great Britain herself. It is with the 
connivance of British Imperialism itself that Mussolini dared to 
march his soldiers across the Adriatic into Albania. I, therefore •sa4} , 
Sir, that we do not appeal to the British Parliam ent.

(At this stage the member reached the time-limit.)
May I have half a minute more, Sir, to finish my speech?

Mr. SPEAKER: All right. 

Mr. NIHAftENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Thank you, Sir.
We warn the British Parliam ent that any attempt to foist a consti­

tution on India will be resisted by the people of India united together.
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\ IW ith  our whole m igh t we will rely on our national strength, And for m 
tlu® purpose we shall have to raise ^  N ational M ilitia composed of 
Muslims and H indus and all the communities of Ind ia  combined 
together. I t  is the sanction of this N ational M ilitia which will give 
us independence and Constituent Assembly, and certainly by no appeal 
to B ritish Im perialism  we shall be able to achieve this.

(At *his stage tjie member having reached the time-limit, resumed 
his seaf)

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, Government do not 
propose to take any part in this debate, nor do they wish to express any 
opinion, because this is a m atter which is not the immediate concern 
of Government or awithin their control. Therefore, Sir, Government 
do not propose to take any part in the debase.

Mr. SPEAKER: F irst, there is the apiendment of I)r. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal. I t  has really two parts. T may say that, so Jar as the first 
part is concerned, it is really consequential; otherwise, the resolution 
will be meaningless. I shall, therefore, put the first part of Dr. Sanyal’s 
amendment, sc§ that* the House may decide for itself what to do.

Mr, MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, 1 accept the amendment.

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y ou cannot accept the am endm ent; it is the* House 
alone which can do so.

The motion of l)r. Nalinaksha Sanyal th a t by way of amendment 
to resolution No. f>, in line *>, after the words “replaced by” the 
words “a constitution framed by” be inserted was then put and agreed 
to.

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the following be added 
to resolution No. 6, nam ely: —

“and further that pending the final decision of His M ajesty’s 
Government in this respect no attempts should be made by

*  the Provincial Government to further the introduction of the 
Federation as contemplated under the Act at present” ,

was then put and a division claimed by Mr. Abdul Karim .

Mr. Khwaja 8t f AHABUDDIN: T may inform you, Sir, that we do 
not want a division, and that it has been asked through a misapprehen­
sion.

#
Mr. SPEAKER: Then you do not press it. Are you prepared to 

w ithdraw  your claim to a division?



Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, I withdraw my cl Aim to a division.
1 f

Mr. SPEAKER: In that view of the m atter, I  declare the amend­
ment carried. £

The resolution of (Mr. Md. Abul Fazl, as amended by the motion of 
Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, nam ely: —

“that this Assembly is of'opinion that the Gtfvernment of Bengal 
should request the Government ot India to forward to H is 
M ajesty’s Government the expression of opinion of this House 

, that the Government of India Act of 19-T) be replaced by a 
constitution framed by a Constituent Assembly elected on the 
basis of adult hanchise, which may allow the people of India 
full scope for development according to their needs and desires; 
and that for transitional purposes this Assembly hopes that 
His M ajesty’s Government will set up a Centrul Government 
free from the objectionable features of the Federal Scheme as 
laid doWn in the Government of India Act, 19-i"). to be evolved 
in consultation with the Provincial Governments and national 
leaders and further that pending the fina1 decision of His 
M ajesty’s Government in this respei t 110 attempts should be 
made by the Provincial Government to further the introduction 
of the Federation as contemplated under the Act at present”,

was then put and a division taken.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, before you declare the result 
of the voting, ma\ J rise on a point of order? It was the general 
desire of the House to accept my amendment and my amendment wras 
based on a certain contingency. The House having accepted my amend­
ment, 1 submit that the will of the House was expressed definitely W'hen 
my amendment was put to vote and the subsequent change of the desire 
of the House on a different motion might be taken to be contrary to 
what the House decided a few* minutes ago. I, therelore, submit that 
voting on the main resolution with my amendment, as accepter), ^ an  
only be on the “ A y e s ”  >ido and cannot be on the “ Noes” side; other­
wise, the effect of the acceptance of my amendment will be nullified.

Mr. SPEAKER: I think. l)r. Sanyal, 1 would have given a decision 
if you had not laughed at the last m om ent!

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, there is another thing 
which has puzzled us. We have heard of neutrality and armed 
neutrality but what sort of neutrality did we witness this evening when 
the H on’ble Ministers, who were supposed to remain neutral, were busy 
sending their men to the “ Noes” lobby.
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‘Hr. SPEAKER: Order, order. The House has divided with 
following result:— *

AYEI W.

Akdul WaMd, Maalvl. *
Aka tfoualn larkar, Maalvl.
AMI Fail, Hr. Md.
Akmad KMa, Mr. lyad.
Atlmaddia Akmad, Mr.
Baaarji, Mr. P.
Baaarjaa, Mr. Pramatka Natk.
Baaarji, Mr. latya Prlya.
Baaarjaa, Mr. likaatk.
Baaarjaa, Dr. laratk Ckaadra.
Barma, Baka Pramkari.
Barmaa, Baka Skyama Pratid. 
Barman, Baka UpaMra Natk.
Bata, Mr. lantatk Kumar.
BIswat, Baka Lakikmi Narayan. 
Bltwat, Mr. Ratlk Lai.
Bitarat, Mr. laraadra Natk. 
Ckakrakarty, Baku Naraadra Narayaa. 
OkattapMkyay, Mr. Haripada. 
Ckaadkari, Rai Harandra Natk.
Dat, Baku Makim Ckandra.
Oat, Baka Radkaaatk. 9 

Dai Rupta, Baka KkJgaadra Natk.
Dat Qupta, Srifut Narandra Natk. 
Datta, Mr. Dklraadra Natk.
Dalai, Mr. Harandra Natk.
Datta, Mr. gakamar.
Datta Maiumdar, Mr. Nikaraada. 
Emdadul Ha* at, Kaxi.
Qkata, Mr. Atal Kritkaa.
Biataddia Akmad, Mr.
Rapta, Mr. Jofatk Ckaadra.
Natan All Ckawdkury, Mr. lyad. 
dalaluddia Hatkamy, Mr. lyad.

<lalaa, Mr. I. D. a 
Kumar, Mr. Atal Ckaadra.
Kaada, Mr. NitbHka Natk.
Maitit Mr. Nikaaja Btkari.
Maitra, Mr. Saraadra Makaa. 
Majumdar, Mri. Hamaprava.
Mandal, Mr. Amrlta Lai. 
Maniruitaman ItUmakadi, Maulana I 
Maakal Matain, Mr.
Makktr|f, Mr. Dkirtadra Narayaa. 
Mukkarjaa, Mr. B.
Mukkarji, Or. N. C.
Mukkarji, Dr. fliarat Ckaadra. 
Mullfck, grljut Aikutatk.
Natktr, Mr. Ham Okaadra.
Nautkar Ali, Mr. lyad.
Prayianik, Mr. Tariakkaraa. 
Ramiiaddia Akmad, Mr.
Ray, Mr. Ckaru Ckaadra. •
Ray, Mr. Dkaaaajay.
Ray, Mr. Kamalkritkaa.
Ray, Mr. Kfrait Sankar.
Ray, Mr. Kitkari Pati.
Ray, Mr. Manmatka Natk. 
laayai, Dr. Nallaaktka.
Sanyal, Mr. fiaianka lakkar. 
tan, Baka Nafaadrl Natk.
Ikakadaii, Mr.
Ikamtuddla Akmad, Mr. 
liagka, Baka Ktkatra Natk. 
liaka, trijut Maaiadra Bkutaa, 
lur, Mr. Harandra Kamar.
Waliur Rahman, Maulvi.
Zaman, Mr. A. M. A.

NOEt 76.

AMal Aslx , Maalaaa Mi.
A Mai Haix, Mr. Mtrea.
AMal HaflJ, Mr. Mia.
AMal Hakim Vlkramparl, Maalvl Md.
AMal Hamid, Mr. A. M.
AMtUatoar, Maalvl.
AMalK&rm, Mr.
AMal Latif Bltwat, Maalvl.
AMal Majid, Mr. tyad.
AMal Wakak Kfcan, Mr.
AM«r Rataaa, Kkaa Bakadar A. P. M.
AMar Raakaad Maalvl, Md.
AMar Raat, Kkaa laklk Maalvl I.
AMar Rauf, Mr. Bkak. •
AMar Ranak, Maalvl.
AMaa fktkatd, Maafvi Md.
AkMar Raaa CMwdkary, Kkaa Bakadar Maalvl. 
AMI Nafeia, MaaM.
AMI Haa^a AkaMi Mr.
A M  AH. Mr.
AktaM AN Mri*ha./Uatv4.
AJIataddhi Akmad, Kkaa BakM ar MaaM. 
Am laaiak, KMa la ttk  Maalvl.

Amir Ali Mia, Maalvl. Md.
Aikrafali, Mr. M.
Aalad Hataala Kkaa, Maalvl.
Atkar All, Maalvl.
Barat All, Mr. Md.
Clark, Mr. I. A.
Dat, Mr. Aaakal Okaadra.
Oat, Rai laklk Klrft Bkaaaa.
Dat, BaM Dakandra Natk.
Parkat Baaa Kkaaam, Bagam.
Padat Qaadtr, KMa BakMar Maalvl. 
Patlar Rakmaa, Mr.
Paalar Rakmaa (Mymaatiagk), Mr. 
Bamat, Mr. t . A.
HaBiaddla Cfcavdkury, Maalvl. 
Hamldaddla Akmad. KMa laklk.
Hatiaa Murtkad, Mrt., M. B. C.
Hatamalty Jamadar, «M « laklk Maalvl. 
Haadry, Mr. David.
HMbuI, Mr. M. A. P. 
tdrta AMwd Mia, Maalvl. 
daalmMdla Akaaad, Mr.
KaMraddla KMp, KMa Bakadar MaalvL

the*
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OkfMW if, Maalvl. 
Jtoktakaiiia  A k« H  Kkaa Bakalar Maatvi.

latfaraMia A la a i Mr.
•atraM a AfeaiH, HaJI.
MNai, Mr. I. A.
I irk ir, lafta Maiiasatfaa.
Mrajal IHaai, Mr. ,
• la liliM a , Mr. Kkvaja, O.B.K. 
Skaanattl* AkaiM K k ia lk v , Mr. 
tlrtfar, Baka Utta Maafla.

Maatfal, Mr. Baaka Bakarl. 
Jlaaiaf, Mr. Jagat ftkaatfra. 
M a a ia itl Ha*, Maatvi M .
Makaaiaiai Altai, Kkaa laklk rfaaivi ly « l
HakaaiaiU  Ikrakiai, Maalvl. 
Jlakaaiaiai likaqaa, Maalvl. tV » W i V M S  U TU  MVMB«

TtM  AkaiH Okaailary, Maalvl H«|t. 
Walk*, Mr. W. A. M.

•Makaaiaiai larall Maatvi.
«akaam M l tlMî ac, Kkaa Bakalar Or. lyttf. 
M afli'k, Mr. PallN Bakary. Yataf A ll Okartkary, Mr.

Zakar AkaiM Qkaaikary, Maalvi.« a ita f awsal Maqat, Mr. lyatf.

The Ayes being fi8 and the Noes 7ti, the motion was lost.

Sittings on Friday and Saturday.

Mr. SPEAKER: To-morrow, the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) 
B ill will be taken up ag a in ; so members would kindly come prepared 
for it. I understand, to-morrow the first item to be taken up is the 
Tank Improvement B ill; after that, a Government feesokition will be 
taken up and then we will go on with the Calcutta Municipal (Amend­
ment) Bill.

Now,# I have been requested that we might sit a little early 
to-morrow. The difficulty is that we have got a meeting of the Com­
m ittee of Privileges and as it has to deal with a very im portant matter, 
I  do not propose to postpone the meeting. So 1 propose to sit at 
4-30 p.m. to-morrow. On Saturday also we may sit a bit early, say, at 
$-30 a.m.

Mr. 1IOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, I  have found out from 
both sides of the House that many members want to leave Calcutta on 
F riday  evening because some of them have undertaken certain respon­
sibilities regarding the W ater-hyacinth Week. (Cries of “ No” , 
from  the Coalition Benches.) That was what I gathered from some 
members of both sides of the House. We do not have Saturday sittings 
except during the budget discussion. So having regard to the tempera­
tu re  a t present and also to the usual practice, I would request the 
H on’ble Speaker not to have any sitting on Saturday.,

Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: So far as members of this side of 
the {louse are concerned, I may assure you and through you my honour­
able friend, Mr. Gupta, tha t we do not want to curtail th% sitting -but 
we do want to sit on Saturday------.



Mr. SPEAKER: That will do.* 4

Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: l i r ,  with your permission, I  would 
fu rther subm it tha t members of the Hojise know how im portant th is  
C alcutta M unicipal (Amendment) Bill is and how anxious a very large 
section of this House is to pass this Bill as soon As possible. U nfor­
tunate ^nd unforeseen incidents prevented us from proceeding very far 
w ith tlfc business as far as this Bill is concerned. We have got only 
two days left—to-morrow and the day after. Sir, you have very kindly 
agreed to sit early to-morrow. We would earnestly request you to sit 
early  on Saturday also, so that we may make an effort to complete and 
finish the work of the Calcutta M unicipal Bill.

•
Mr. 8PEAKER: I have no objection to sit early on Saturday. We 

may sit from 7-30 to 11-30 instead of from 10 to 1. That I  hope would 
be convenient to everybody concerned.

Dr. HALINAK8 HA 8ANYAL: Sir, it would be convenient for ug 
to sit from 8-30 to 11-30.

*
Mr. Khwaja 8 HAHABUDDIN: No, Sir. 7-30 would be better.

e

Mr. 8PEAKER: I would suggest sitting  at 8 o’clock on Saturday. 
In  any case, I hope it will be possible to come to a compromise on this 
point. A fter all, the Bill is before us, and, if somehow, Government 
had decided to drop the Bill, it would have been quite a separate thing, 
but as Government are anxious to finish this business, is it. any use 
protracting and not finishing it as quickly as possibleP Of course, I  
am not hopeful that it will be finished bv Saturday. Still let us finish 
as much as possible to-morrow and the day after. For the time being, 
i t  is settled that we shall sit at 8 or 8-30 a.m. on Saturday.

M^8ANT08H KUMAR BA8 U: Sir, are we to understand th a t
Government are anxious to finish this Bill on Saturday and th a t i t  
would result in the curtailm ent of our righ t of speech? In  tha t case, 
we shall be very anxious to protect our rights.

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The point is this. This 
B ill is a very im portant one and I  should like the House to understand 
th a t if this Bill is to be of any use, it  has got to go through the House 
a t  leastjby the first week of May. I f  we cannot finish it  in the mea^i* 
tim e, i.e ., by^the first week of May, we will have all-n ight sitting*. 
Government w ill insist on that.
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Mr. SPEAKERS Let us see if we can avoid that contingency after 
Ve come* back from the holidays. ^

Mr. 1IOGE8H CHANDRA, GUPTA: Unless the Home M inister 
arranges for a cordon of police to keep usrbere the whole night he w ill 
not find us here. 1 *

Adjournment.

The House was then adjourned till 4-30 p.m. on Friday, the 21st 
Aprif, 1939, at the Assembly House, Calcutta.



• «
Proceeding* of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled'

nnder the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935.
ft

»
T h e  A ssem bly  met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on F riday, 

tbe 21st April, 1939, at 4-30 p.m.
J  ’ *

Present:

Mr. Speaker (the H on’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizttl H ague, x u .b .) 
in  the Chair, 11 H on’ble Ministers and 218 members.

Oath or affirmation.

The members named helow made tfie oath or affirmation of their 
allegiance to the Crown:—

Mr. F. J . M ajindin,

Sir Henry Birkmyre, and

Mr. A. <). Brown.

STARRED QUESTIONS 
(to which oral answers were given) 

Noakhali R. K. Zilla Sohool.

*376. Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to sta te—

(a) the present as wrell as the average annual numerical strength  of
Noakhali R. K. Zilla School for the last 3 years;

( b ) total expenditure from Public Revenue for the said school
during the year 1937-38;

(c) monthly rent paid for the house hired for the school;
(d)  the number of aided high English schools in the Noakhali

d is tr ic t;
(e) the amount spent for them in the shape of grants-in-aid during

the year 1937-38;' 9
(f ) whether there are 2 other recognised high English school* and

an aided high madrassah in the Noakhali town;
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(g ) whether he is aware that wealthier section of the town people
send their wards to Government schools; and

(h)  whether deprovincialisation of the R. K. Zilia School is in the
contemplation of Government?

c
MINISTER in tharge of tho EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (th* 

Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (a) The number qf pupils on 4;he rolls 
on the 31st March, 1938, was 195. The average for the last three years 
was 201.

(b) Rs. 16,226.
(c) Rs. 100 per mensem for the school and Rs. 12 per mensem for 

the Muhammadan hostel.
(d) 19.
(e) Rs. 23,050.
(/)  and (g) Yes.
(h ) No. Trhe Noakhali R. K. Zilla School being the only Govern­

m ent high school in the district of Noakhali it should continue to exist 
in the interest of education of the district. t

Mr. PROMATH A RANJAN THAKUR: In  view of the fact that 
the expenditure on jhe Zilla School is over Rs. 16,000 and that on other 
schools only Rs. 23,000, does the H on’ble Minister think it desirable 
to increase the grant of other schools by deprovincializing the Zilla 
SchoolP

Mr. SPEAKER: How does that question arise?

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: In answer (b) the Hon'ble 
Minister has said, “ that Rs. 16,000 has been spent on that school” and 
in answer (e) the expenditure on other schools is Rs. 23,000. In  view 
of that, does the Hon’ble Minister think it desirable to increase the 
grants to these latter schools by deprovincializing the Zilla School?

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no connexion between the two.

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: In view of the fact that the 
people of Noakhali do not show sufficient enthusiasm for the Zilla 
School as proved by the fall in the number of pupils *on the rolls, does 
not the Government think it proper to deprovincialiao the Zilla Sehool 
as early as possibleP

t
Mr. SPEAKERS The first part of the question is in order and not 

the second part.
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If* NARENDRA NATH DAS CUPTAS Does the Government admit 

owing to the small num ber of pupils on the rolls the public are show ing 
less in terest in the Zilla School P *

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The number has fallen o 1  
bu t I  do not know for w hat reasons. An enqui^’ may be made and 
the result stated to the House.

J  3 .. •
S). NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: In  view of the fact th a t 

people are not showing any enthusiasm ------

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: How do you know ?

Sj. NARENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA: I d  view of the fact th a t -
owing to the fall in the number of pupifcs the people are showing less
enthusiasm for the Zilla School, will Government take steps to help 
other institutions by deprovincializing tlie Zilla School?

Mr. SPEAKER: Y our question is not in order.

8J. NAREMOrfA NATH DA8 CUPTA: In view of the smallnes*
of the number of pupils, does the Government propose to deprovincialise
the Zilla School ? .

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The question of deprovin-
cialization cannot be taken up immediately for various reasons. I t  is 
a very large question and is being considered, but we have not been 
able to come to a decision.

Talora excise shop in Bogra district. 

♦377. Mr. M. FARHAD RAZA GHOWDHURY: (a) Is  the
H on’ble M inister in charge of the Excise Departm ent aware—

(t) that an excise shop at Talora in the district of Bogra bad 
recently fallen vacant;

(it) tha t applications w*ere invited for lease of the shop;
(Hi) tha t several applications, including some from qualified 

Muhammadans were filed; but 
( iv)  tha t the*shop was settled with the heir of the deceased vendor 

or in the benami  of the widow?

(b) W ill the H on’ble M inister be pleased to state w hether it iij »  
fact t&at the Commissioner of Excise wanted the shop to be settled w ith 
a new person t



(<?) I f  the answer to ( b ) j s  in  th« affirmative, wiU 4tke H on’hl 
% M inister be pleased to state the reasons why the shop w q|' settled wit] 

a n  up-country non-Bengali? /

MINISTER in charge -of the EXCISE DfPARTMENT (th< 
fion’ble Mr. Praaajina Deb Raikut}: (a) (i) to (m ) Jen.

( i v ) The shop was settled with a near relative of the decease* 
vendo j who had helped the deceased vendor in t*her managem ent of thi 
<*hop and had been found competent.

(h) No.
(c) Does not arise.

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: W ill the # o n ’ble M inister b< 
pleased to state whefher the person with whom the shop was settlec 
<was a H indu or a M uslim?

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise.

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED A LI : W ill the H on’ble M inister be 
pleased to state if the person with whom the shop was settled is an up* 
.country non-Bengali ? *

The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: The person is £ 
'bona fide resident of the district,

i
Mr. PROMATH A RANJAN THAKUR: W ith reference to answei 

( i v ) ,  will the H on’ble M inister be pleased to state what sort of compe­
tency is expected of a person with whom an excise shop is going to be 
settled ?

Mr. SPEAKER: How does that question a rise?

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: in  answer (tv)  the H on’bfe 
M inister has said, “ the vendor had been found com petent” .

Mr. SPEAKER: That is after the shop has been settled.

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: The H on’ble M inister has 
aaid, “ that he was found competent” . My question is what sort oi 
com petency is expected of such a person.

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise.

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: In  view of the fact tha t there 
'fUere qualified Muslim candidates, will the H on’ble M inister be pleased 
4o  state whether the shop was settled with a H indu or to M uslim?
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sHr. 8P$AfcERz I  em  afraid th a t that question doqs ao t arise.

Milllvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: My submission is this. The 
question is whether there were qualified Muslim candidates,

*
Mr. SP E A K lR : W hat is the answer?

Marivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WAS: The answer is “ yes*’. That is 
why I  asked the question: in view of the fact that there were qualified 
Muslin*candidates, will tfce H on’ble Minister l>e pleased to state whether 
the shop was settled with a Hindu or a Muslim ? *

Mr. 8PEAKER* However much undesirably it may be, I have to 
adm it it.

The Hon'ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: Due considerations 
were given to all people, but it was settled with a relation of the 
deceased.

Maulvi ABBUL LATIF BISWAS: Sir, my question has not been 
answered. W ill the H on’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
licensee is a Hindu or a Muslim? (Tries of—“ Aak whether he is a 
Bengali or a non-Bengali” —from the Opposition.)

Mr. 8PEAKER: I appeal to the honourable members on both sides 
to refrain from raising a communal issue.

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: W ith all hum ility, Sir, I may 
tell you that we have never asked questions about communal percentages.

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: In view of the fact tha t the 
H on'ble M inister enunciated two days ago the jKilicy that the cases of 
M uhammadans would be considered and in view of the fact that there 
w ere^ fuslim  candidates for this shop, will the Hon’ble M inister be 
pleased to state whether the shop was settled with a H indu or a 
Muhammadan ?

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: I t  was settled with 
a  relation of the deceased; he is a Hindu. But duf* considerations were 
given to the other candidates.

Matflvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: W ill the H on’ble M inister fte
pleased to sta4e whether the candidate w ith whom this shop has been 
settled is an up-country man or not ?
13
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«

% The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUI: He is a n  up-country
man domiciled in Bengal. <

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR £A8U: W ill the H on’ble M inister be 
pleased to state whose proportion among the number of consumers from 
th is shop is greate* »o far as the H indus, Muhammaftlans or Chris­
tians are concerned P

« f

Mr. SPEAKER. That question does not arise.

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: W ill the H on’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how long the licensee has been staying in this 
province f

4

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT; For six genera, 
tions.

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Are we to understand that in view 
of the principles enunciated in the Koran— —

t
Mr. 8PEAKER: I cannot allow that question.

Gambling in Rangpur district.

*378. Mr. JOTINDRA NATH CHAKRAVARTY: (a) W ill the 
H on’ble M inister in charge of the Home (Police) Departm ent be pleased 
to state whether the Bengal Public Gambling Act (of 18G7) is in force 
throughout the district of R angpur? If not, why not?

(b) Does the H on’ble M inister contemplate extension of this Act 
'throughout the d istric t?

(c) Is the H on’ble M inister aware—

(i) that gambling goes on openly in the melas that are held 
annually in the district of R angpur; ^

that touts are employed by the keepers of these gambling 
dens to lure innocent villagers;

(iti) that there were such gambling dens in the mein th a t was last 
held at Badarganj in the district of R angpur; and 

(iv)  that representations were made to the proper authorities to 
stop the gam bling in the said mela?

< ( d ) if  the answer to (c) (iv)  is in the affirmative, will the Hon’bla 
M inister be pleased to state what action, if any, was taken in th# 
m atter ?
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, (e ) If no action was taken, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
raite the reason theretor? #

( /)  Are the Government considering the desirability of tak ing  steps 
for stopping gambling amongst the illiterate masses P

•

MINI8TER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (ths Hon’Mt
K>iwâ a Sir Nazimuddin): (a) No. The question of the extension of 
the A^t to the enfire district is under consideration,

( b ) Yes.
(c ) (t) and (ii) No.
( in)  Some clandestine gam bling took place in tha t mela .
( iv)  Yes. ,
(d)  and (e) By the time information )iad been received and enquired 

into the mela was over.

(/) Yea.

Maulvi ABU HOS8AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Honi.le Mm inter 1m 
pleased to state vibat time (Jovernment will take to l>nng the Act into 
operation wifli reference to answer (1>)?

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: A.* soon as the Govern­
ment come to a decision after due consideration of the various problem s 
involved.

Maulvi ABU H088AIN SARKAR: W ill the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleaded to state whether some police officers were in attendance in this 
Badarganj mela when the mela was held?

Mr. 8PEAKER: That quest ion does not arise.

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR; W ill the H on’ble Minister be 
p is s e d  to state whether with reference to Home meins held at Gaibandha 
representations were made to the proper authorities and that no steps 
were taken until some responsible gentlemen with M .L .A .’s had to 
take recourse to picketing?

Mr. SPEAKfcR: That is not a question; that supplies information*

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: W ith reference to answers (d) and ( e \  
whal sort of enquiry was made* wrhether there was any attem pt U* find 
ou t the culprit?



The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Whether gambling took 
)lace or not was enquired into by t̂ ie police.

#
Mr. SHAH ABDUR RAUF: Has the Gambling Act been enforced 

m  any part of the district of Rangpur? t 
i

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Certainly. 

Mr. SHAH ABDUR RAUF: In what part? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Rangpur town.

Dr. NALINAKSHA*SANYAL: W ill the H on’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the clandestine gambling took place with or without 
the knowledge or connivance of the police?

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: W ill the H o b b le # Minister be
pleased to state if the D istrict M agistrate knew of the clandestine
gambling ?

The Hofi’Me Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As it was clandestine, 
the M agistrate could not have known it.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be
pleased to state if he is aware that some specific complaints were 
brought to the notice of the D istrict M agistrate about the continuance 
ef this gambling?

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, because these com­
plaints were made, it came to be known that clandestine gambling was 
taking place. If the thing had been obvious and natural, it would not 
have been clandestine.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the H on’ble Minister be
pleased to state how long did the viela continue?

i
The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : I  want notice.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: W ill .the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleaded to state how long the niela continued after the continuance of 
the gambling was brought to the notice of the District MagistrateP
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The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As soon as i t  came if
the notice of the D istrict Magistifete but before any action could be 
taken, the mela  was over. 1

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: How m any days did the D istrict 
M agistrate talte as between the date on which it was brought to h it 
notice and the date on which he took steps?

/  * * *
The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice.

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8 : W ill the H onble M iniver be 
pleased to state whether the clandestine gambling was detected and 
whether any actipn was taken?

a

Mr. 8 PEAKER: That question has already* been answered.

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: * Kpertt f*
Ft, 4$ gambling tW S fa* m  SPFPTT fWSTCM VlTO?

Mr. 8PE^KEfl: That question does not arise.

Maulvi ABU H08SAIN 8ARKAR: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware 
tha t licences for gambling in these melas are genet ally issued in the 
name of a brother of an insurance agent who generally lives •with the 
D istrict M agistrate?

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise.

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, may I have your 
permission to say that in these melax certain forms of gambling 
take place which are not illegal. On account of the ruling of the H igh 
Court it is very difficult to take action against them. For instance, 
when it is dark a game of skill becomes a game of chance. So, for the 
time being we are handicapped in taking suitable action against 
gam bling which may not be a game of skill.

Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BASU: If it is not gambling, why is i t  
that the Hon’ble M inister has used the words “clandestine gambling’* 
in his answer?

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN* I was just going to point 
out th a t there are certain forms of gambling which Government cannot 
stop i>ecause they do not oSme under the definition of gam bling. «But 
there may he other gamblings which are going on surreptitiously a n i 
which can be stopped.

il89.] QUESTIONS. Iflfc



182 QUESTIONS. $ [ 2 1 s t  J l f s x l ,

, Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Will the tton’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he knows wjiat kind of gambling was allowed— 
whether it was a game of skill or a game of chance?

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as this was 
concerned, it was pu#e and simple a game of chance, done clandestinely.

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 
(to which answers were laid on the table)

Recruitment for* the Damodar Canal Revenue Division.
•

162. Mr. DHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKERJEE: (a) W ill the 
H on’ble M inister in charge of .the Communications and W orks (Irrig a ­
tion) Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact—

(i) tha t the Eden Canal Revenue has been merged in the Damodar
Canal Revenue as per Notification No. 6f l ,  ttyted the 24th 
March, 1933;

(ii) that a ]>ermanent revenue division has been created for the
purpose with a permanent staff; and

(i7/) *ihat the staff of the Eden Canal, such as muharrirs,  patrols, 
khalasi .*, dafadars,  are still maintained in the temporary 
list Y

(b) Is it a fact that new recruitments have been made for the 
Damodar ( ’anal Revenue Division on a perm anent basis superseding the 
claims of the temjiorary staff of the Eden Canal ?

(c) Is  it a fact tha t some employees of the Eden Canal staff have 
not been allowed promotion in spite of repeated recommendations of the 
Executive Engineer, Damodar Division?

(d) Is  it a fact tha t a muliarrir of the Damodar Canal who was a jjew  
recruit was given two lifts in one year and made a zilladar for the Eden 
Canal in supersession of the claims of other muhnrrirs. t/ihsildarg and 
clerks on the staff?

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja 8ri$chandra Nandy, of 
Qossimbazar): (<?) <*) and (ii) Yes.

(m) Two muharrirs,  six patrols and one khalasi who were not 
transferred to the Revenue Division remained on a temporary basis 
iinder the Executive Engiueer in connection with work <in the Eden 
Canal. (



(6) I  understand that there have been no supersessions of senior by 
junior muharrirs except so far as w^s necessary to secure the prescribed 
proportion of employees of different communities. If, however, the 
bon’ble member will give me the names of any muharrirs who accord­
ing to his information have been superseded, I shall look into the m atter
further. ,

. i
(c) A  temporary viuharr i r  recommended by the Executive Engineer 

for employment a^ a zillador was not considered by the appointing 
authority to be suitable for the post. Another recommendation could 
not be accepted; there was no vacancy for a man of the community to 
which the recommended man belonged.

(d) I am informed that a r,ertain muharr i r  received advancement in 
this way over a period of about 3$ vears, the advancement being due 
in part to the fact that vacancies had to be fillet! by suitable candidates 
of a particular community.

Damages to crops during rainy season in Chittagong.

163. Maulant MD. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABADI: (a) Ia
the Hon’ble •Minister in charge of the Communications and Works 
(Irrigation) Department aware—

(?) that the upper pari of the canal excavated jointly by the Gov­
ernment and the public to let off the water of Gonjp bil has 
been silted up;

(n) that crojw were damaged during the last rain\ season in the 
villages under the jurisdiction of the police-station Kangunia 
in Chittagong; and

(/?i) that the people of the locality are in distress?

(b) If  the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of—

(?) re-excavating the canal: or 
^( i i )  making an inquiry into the m atter?

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazarl
(a) (i) and (b) I am informed that very little silting has taken place and 
that this does not warrant any action at present. Any action con­
sidered necessafv in future is to be taken bv the D istrict Board of 
Chittagong.

(a) (it) and (iii) I understand that transplantation of aman paddy 
was delayed last year owing to the high level of water standing in the 
locality. Ip  consequence the outturn was below the average but ftiere 
is no distress.

m s  .] QUESTIONS. m
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tlagamnth Intermediate College Library.
(

164. Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN: W ill the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state—

(a) what is the total number of books in the <{agannath Inter*
mediate College Library;

(b) what is the total number of Arabic, Persian and TJrd^. books
in the L ibrary; and

(c) has the Library been stocked with Arabic, Persian and Urdu
books to meet the demands of the teachers and students in
these subjects?

The Hon’ble Mr. 4 . K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) About 16,000.
(b) 116.
(c) Yes.

Scheme for spending grant of five lakhs of rupees for the Scheduled
Castes. ,

r
165. Babu PREMHARI BARM A: <«) Will the Hon’ble Minister 

in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state whether any 
scheme has been prepared for spending the five lakhs of rupees pro­
vided ii> the supplementary budget for 11)38-39 for the spread of educa­
tion among the Scheduled Castes of Bengal?

(h) Tf any such scheme has been prepared, is the Hon’ble Minister 
contemplating supply of copies of the same to the members of the Legis­
lature for their opinion, if any?

(r) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to give the reason therefor?

(d) Have any scholarships been awarded to students reading in 
different schools and colleges of Bengal out of the amount?

(e) If  so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing—

(i) the names of the students and the communities to which they 
belong; and

(it) the colleges and schools in which they read ?

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. *
(6) The scheme has already been published for public information 

in The Bengal Weekly , dated the 19th December, 1938.
o(c)  and (e) Do not arise. 
id ) N0.



* Adjournment Motion, 
i 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HAflftlEMY: Mr. Speaker, Sir,—

Or. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, what is the position as regard* 
my adjournment motion? •

MfC 8PEAKEft:*I had a talk with J»fr. Jogesh Chandra Gupta. It 
is a very controversial m atter, and I will give my ruling later.

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, may 1 be perm itted 
to subm it that I sent in a notice of an adjournment motion with regard 
to the railway disaster at M ajdia. Subsequently, however, I  waa- 
advised by my friends to alter it and gjve notice of a special motion 
under section 102 of the Assembly Kules and* Standing Orders, and, 
accordingly, I sent in notice of a special motion. W ill you allow mer 
Sir, to read the motion?

Mf. SPEAKER: W ill you please sit down? I will explain. I 
received notice of mi adjournment motion, but I found that the language 
in which the adjournment motion wuh couched was such that it was 
not admissible. Yet I felt that, on an occasion like this, it wa* 
probably the desire of the House that a question* like this should be 
discussed. So, though the adjournment motion is not in orden, still I 
feel the tea Hie disaster can he discussed, as was done in the case of the 
B hita railway disaster, when it was brought in in the nature of o 
special motion. I t  is, of course, very ditlTcult to get it done quickly, 
but if you will send a copy of your motion, I will send it to Govern­
ment, and if Government agree to its discussion as a special motion,
I  think there will not be any difficulty. I understand that Govern­
ment are anxious to take a little time before the Calcutta M unicipal 
(Amendment) Bill can be taken up. So. if you hand over to S ir 
Nazimuddin a copy of your motion, he will consider whether he w ill 
be able to give his permission or not.

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: May I submit, Sir, that 
my motion is so simple tha t I  am sure tha t no member of the House, 
not even Sir Nazimuddin, can take exception to it?  (T^ughter.)

Mr. SPEAKER: Still it would be better to have Sir Nazimuddin'* 
permission first.

Dfc NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May I draw your attention, Sir # to 
the fact that# I, too, have sent in copies of a motion similar to that of 
Mr. Hashemy, and I think the Secretary has taken steps in the matterP
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Mr. SPEAKERS Let Sir Nazixpuddin have ^ copy of your motion, 
*Mr. Hashemy, and then there will not be any difficulty*.

i

Dr. NALINAKSHA SAN\AL: Bui what about my motion?

Mr. SPEAKER7 That has not been brought to iny notice yet. 
^A fter enquiring from Secretary) I understand that it has been just 
Teceived. There is still timer for it. In  the mganlime, we h$ve the 
T anks Improvement Bill to consider, and this w ill take some time.

GOVERNMENT BILL

The Bengal Tanks Improvement Bill, 1938, as amended by the Bengal 
Legislative Council,

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: Mr Speaker,
S ir , I  beg to move that the amendments made by the Bengal Legislative 
Council to the Bengal Tanks Improvement Bill, M 38,f be taken into 
consideration.

The motion was then put and agreed to.

Clause 2.

The Hon’ble 8ar BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, I beg to
move that in sub-clause ( h  of clause 2 for the words “ any other recog­
nised society or public l>ody or person" the words ‘‘or any other person” 
he  substituted.

Sir, “ any other person” under the General Clauses Act will include 
■"recognised society or public body” . So. it is unnecessary to have 
«o many expressions.

Dr. NALINAK8 HA SANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 have to oppose 
th is motion on two ground*. In the first place, I find tha t, contrary 
to  the usual Parliam entary practice, the H on’ble M inister him selft 
who has had ample opportunities in putting  forward his view-point first 
in tli is House and secondly in the Council, is still considering the 
-desirability of moving amendments. I f  we allow tfcis kind of------

May I have your ears, S ir? (The H on’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawahdy: 
Yo u  have the ears of the House.) But I must address the Speaker.

* *
Mr. SPEAKERS Please go on. I have always my e$rs open, both 

fox the right and for the left. (Laughter.-)
% »
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Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Kir. it is more a question of order. 
So, I am anxious to draw vour attention.

As I  was saying, Sir, the Hon'ble the Minister in charge of the 
Revenue Departm ent, whose Bill it is, himself has chosen to move an 
amendment. Oy a previous occasion, when the H on’ble the M inister 
of Ju s tic e  proposed to move an amendment to thP Official Receiver’s 
B ill, yyu were p is se d  to obseive that ij did not look nice that the 
Member in charge, as he had ample opportunities of examining the 
provisions on two or three occasions, should move an amending motion 
of his own at that stage. He might have a short-notice amendment 
moved by one ot his party members. So, it you want to maintain the. 
same Parliam entary practice as you did formerly, then, I think, the 
H on’ble the Minister in charge of the Revenue Department should not 
move this amendment himself. ,

Even apart from that. Sir, there is substantial difficulty in 
accepting the amendment on its merit*. The original idea was to 
entrust such improvements only to a very limited, circle of well- 
recognised authorities, namely, either a Collector or a local authority, 
or a co-operative society. These were the only three bodies contem­
plated in theooriginal provisions. Thereafter, some members of the 
Council thought that probably it might help matters if Home other 
recognised society or public body could be thought of, either probably 
the Muslim League or the Congress. But there was at no stage any 
contemplation of entrusting any private individual with this in/portunt 
task, involving a little bit of indirect taxation of certain classes of 
people. It would be opening the flood-gate of corruption, and, 
probablv, the purpose ot the Bill itself would be frustrated if such
a wide scope were provided. I, therefore, submit, Sir, that this
amendment goes beyond the scope of the original Bill.

Even, apart from the fact that on its merits it is objectionable, 
a t any rate, the H on’ble the Minister in charge oi the Revenue Depart­
ment should not move this amendment.

W ith these observations. Sir, I would request the Hon'ble M inister 
to withdraw this amendm ent; otherwise, it will be my painful duty 
to oppose it.

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: ] am sorry, Sir, 
that my honourable friend Dr. Sanya! has misunderstood the amend­
ment. I am not in any way widening the scope of the Bill. As a
matter of fact, what I propose to do is this that the words “any other
recognised society or public body or person” are quite unnecessary, 
because the word “person”* includes those, according to the Genrjral 
Clauses Act.* (Dr. N a lin a k sh a  S aicyal: But the word “ person”
is wider.) No, it is not wider. The word “̂ recognised” is y ry
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vague,— recognised by whom? (ftai H arendba  N at^  C h a u d h u r i : 
Then why not drop it?) That i£ why we propose to drop the whole 
thing and substitute for it  1 the words <fany other person” . 
(Dr. N a lina k sha  S a n y a l? #That makes it  wide!). I t  is a mere 
drafting change. (Rai H arendra  N ath  Ch a u d h u r i: W hat is your
authority for say iig  that?) Sir, I  do not think tha t there is £ny 
substance in the argument advanced by my friend Dr. Sanyal, how­
ever ingeniously he m ight h*ave tried to do so. * %

Sir, I shall just read out the definition of the word “ person/* as 
given in the General Clauses Act. That Act provides tha t “ person” 
shaK include any company or association or body of individuals, 
whether incorporated or not. That shows tha t the word “ person” — 
so long as it is , there— is sufficient. (Rai H arendra  N ath  
Ch a u d h u r i : Much tyo widu!) So, it is not necessary to put in the
words “ recognised, e tc .” The word “ person” is already there, in the 
sentence “ any other recognised society or public body or person” . 
So long as the; word “ person” is there, it is superfluous to have any 
other word. That is my point. 1 hope the honourable member will 
recognise my point and withdraw his objection.

t

Mr. 8PEAKER: So far as that point is concerned, it is not for 
me to say anythin#.

«
Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: If the H on’ble

M inister’s contention is that the word “ person” was there, then the 
word “ person” is not going to be substituted for all the words that 
are imported into the Hill b\ way of Council amendment, and then 
a point of order will arise under section 79(̂ *) which says that only 
those amendments can be brought forward which are ancillary to the 
amendment made by the Council. Hut admittedly the word “ person” 
was there in the original Hill. As the word “ person” is not one of 
the words that have been introduced by the Council, that is, if, as he 
says, the word “ person” was already there, then his amendment will 
be hit by section 79(^). **

Tha Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: Sir, I will draw 
your attention to section 79, sub-clause (2) of the Rules and Standing 
Orders—“ Further amendments relevant to the subject-matter of the 
amendments made by the Council may be moved” . That is wide enough 
and that covers my amendment. I do not think that my honourable 
friend intends to suggest that further amendments relevant to the 
subject-matter of the amendments suggested or made by the Council 
cannot be moved. I, therefore, venture to submit tha t L ean  move.my 
amendment.
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* Mr. fcPEAKER: M̂ . Rai Chaudh uri, you must look to the substance 

of it. It is a well-known practice Jliat we must always look to the * 
jurisprudence of a thing instead oil to its technicality. Th« words 
"any other recognised society or public body or person” who takes 
possession of a tank would, according \o the Hon’ble Minister, be 
covered by the w»rds “any other person” which ar^ under the General 
Classes Act substituted. So, in substance, it is exactly the same. The 
only poftt is that fftr this, you will again *have to go to the Council.

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: The words “ or person” 
were not inserted by the Council. Therefore, 1 submit that so far as 
the amendment is concerned, it is h it------

Mr. SPEAKER: How*
•

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: The amendment of the 
H on’ble M inister runs thus : for the wosds “ any other recognised 
society or public body or person” ------ »

Mr. SPEAKER: W ill \ou read clause 1—“ authorised person” 
means the Collector, a local authority, co-operative society, uny other 
recognised society, or public body or person------

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Yes.’

Mr. SPEAKER: Now he suys that “ authorised person” means the 
Collector, a local authority, co-operative society, or any other person. 
Now, supposing he had deleted the words “ recognised society or public 
body” , would tha t have been in order P

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Yes.

Mr. SPEAKER: That is exactly what he wants to do now.

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: In  the words to he
substituted, he is also including the woids “ or person” of the original
Bill.

Mr. SPEAKER: The real effect oi his amendment is to delete the 
words “recognised society or public body” . It is only a technical 
matter.

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI: If so, our other conten­
tion hqlds good and his amendment will be much too wide in scope. 
It will not only include “any other society or public body” but it will 
also include rtany other person” as well and in that view-----
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f |  i
Mr, SPEAKERS In  the orig^ial B ill, “ o rp e rso n ” was there.

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: B ut certain other bodies 
were specifically introduced by the Council's amendment.

f
Mr. SPEAKER: T hat is why he deletes this clause and says “ any 

other person” in order to inform the Council that tha t covers every­
thing. « . • %

B ut the real point which Dr. Sanyal has raised I  do not want to 
enter into. That is a highly controversial m atter. The point raised 
by him was whether it is desirable for the Legislature to say that an 
amendment which has been passed in another House is outside the 
scope of this House.

Dr. NALINAK8HA SAflYAL: Sir, I had two aspects of my
point of order. One is whethei the Hon’ble Minister who hus spon­
sored the Bill both here and, there, at this stage, should come forward 
with an amendment of his owrn. He might avoid that technical diffi­
culty by asking one of the party members to mote it. It is a question 
of procedure of this House.

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, I think it is in order.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: But, Sir, whether the member in 
charge of the Bill w’ould be in order to bring in amendments, that 
is a m atter------

Mr. SPEAKER: I quite realise your point. W hile I hold that
as far as possible it is desirable that the member in charge of the 
Bill should not himself b iing  in amendment-; unless it is essential, 
that principle is not applicable when a Bill comes with amendments 
from the other House, and I think it is the duty of the H oifble M inister 
who is in charge of the Bill, to place these amendments before the 
House and give the House a chance to decide whether those amendments 
should be accepted or not.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: My other point was whether any 
improvement would be done by the Hon’ble Minister proposing amend­
ments at this stage. Then this Bill will have again to be sent to the 
Council. <

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not a vital matter.

* Or. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I t may be so, but it is better to 
leave it at that. This House applied some time over this Bill: there
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was a Select Committee: the Select Committee examined the propo* 
sition and the Council added a felr words. So far as we find, th€f* 
words are not so very objectionable*or do not bring in any im portant 
new facts as to necessitate any reference to that House again. If the* 
H on'ble M inister could accept this, ther£ might be some little  d rafting  
difficulty. • #

My>8PEAKER:# I cannot say anything about that.

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But, Sir, you should seriously 
consider whether you will be well advised to postpone the provisions 
of this valuable Bill for one more season. •

Mr. 8PEAKER: I cannot say. #
The motion of the Hon’ble Sir Bijrty Pn^ad Singh Roy that in< 

sub-clause (1) of clause 2 for the words “ any other recognised society 
or public body or person” the words “ <y any other person” be substi­
tuted, was then put and agreed to. t

Mr. 8PEAKER: Th ere in one point which 1 would like to know
from Sir Bijoy. W hat happens to the amendment which has been* 
made by the Council in sub-clause (2) of section 7?

The Hon’M . Sir BIJOY PRASAD 8INCH r 6 y : It is MWpwteA
that this should be omitted. •

Mr. 8PEAKER: W ill you move all your motions together?
I  may explain tha t I am anxious to hurry up because I have adm it­

ted a special motion of Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy regarding th# 
M ajdia Railway disaster. It is a veiy important matter and I will 
take that up Wfore the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment/ Bill.

Clause •').

••The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SIHCH ROY: I  beg to move
that in sulb-clause (b) of clause 5 for the words ' ‘any other recognised 
society or public body or person” the words “ or any other person” iba 
substituted.

Clause 6.

Thi Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SIHCH ROY: I beg to m ovr
that in sub-clause (1) of clause 6 for the words “ any other recognised 
society or public Ibody or t^iy person” the words “ or any other person* ̂  
foe substituted. 4

The reasons are obvious.
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Claifce 7.

The Hofl’bl* Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I beg to move
that in sub-clause (2) of clause <7 the words and figure “of section 7.'* be 
omitted.

Plause 16.

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: I  beg to move 
th a t for the explanation to clause (a) of sub-clause (2) of clause 16, the 
following be substituted, namely: —

“Explanation.—The words “ any person” referred to in clause (a) 
of this sub-Section include successors in interest of that 
person” .

Just to make it clear I beg also to move that in clause (b) of sub­
clause (2) of clause 16 for the word ‘‘receipt’’ the word “ payment” be 
substitu ted .

There is a mistake—purely printing mistake, or typing mistake.
The above motions were then put and agreed to.

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I  take objection 
•to the amendment No. 9 of Mr. Adwaita Kumar Maji, because it is not 
relevant according to section 79 of the Rules. I t  is a substantive 
amendment that he is suggesting and is not relevant to the subject 
m atter of the amendment made by the Council. It proposes to reduce 
the rate of fees from 50 to 15 per cent. That point was not touched in 
ihe other House.

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Adwaita Kumar Maji, I think your motion is 
not in order.

The question that this House agrees to the other amendments that 
•have been proposed by the Council was then put and agreed to.

SPECIAL RE80ULTI0N.

Mr. SPEAKER: I might say that Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy has 
given notice of a special resolution which is to the following effect: —

“That thiri Assembly is of opinion that the Government of India be 
immediately moved to appoint an independent Committee of non* 
•officials and officials not connected with Bailway Administration to 
make an enquiry into ,the conduct and responsibility of the Railway



Administration and Railway staff ^mediately following the Majdia  ̂
flailway Disaster with reference to the following among other allega- ♦ 
ti*>ns and complaints: —

(A)  Delay in providing proper medical and other reliefs and their 
inadequacy. ^

( B \  Inadequacy of lights at the station and the scene of accident. 
Failure  to make arrangements /or drinking water and other 

necessary food articles for a large number of injured 
passengers and other passengers of the trains involved in the 
collision and of the other trains detained in consequence for 
hours in a terribly hot day.

{D) Failure tfl make necessary arrangements for the comforts and 
conveniences of passengers injiyed and detained.

(E ) Delay in sending the injured and the dead passengers to 
Calcutta and in taking prompt steps to send the detained 
trains to Calcutta.

\F)  Conduct of the Railway staff following the accident.”

1 understand to this motion the Hon'ble Minister in charge has given 
bis consent under section 102. 1 will enquire from him as soon as he
comes. Subject to his consent 1 have given my cynsent under section 
102. W hat 1 propose is that immediately after the special resolution 
of Mr. Tamizuddin Khan is over, this resolution should be tdken up.
I  am try ing to get it cyclostyled immediately and to give a copy to each 
of the members as soon as possible.

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Would \ou rtiind taking my amend­
m ent also?

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 will see.

GOVERNMENT RESOLUTION

Resolution under section 103 of the Government of India Aotf 1939.

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: W ith your 
fjermission, Sir, *n behalf of Mr. Tamizuddin Khan I beg to move tha t 
this Assembly is of opinion that it is desirable tha t—

(1) trade and commerce within the province in drugs, medicines
and biological pnnducts;

(2) the production, supply and distribution of drugs, mediciaes
and biological products;

II
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(3) the adulteration of drugs, |nedicines and biological products;
(4) fees in respect of the m atters mentioned in clauses (1) to (3);
(ft) inquiries and statistics for the purpose of the m atters mentioned

in clauses (1) to (4);
(6) offences against laws with respect to the matters mentioned in

clauses (1) to (5);
(7) jurisdiction and powers of courts with respect to the matters

mentioned in clauses (1) to (6);

whicji are among the matters enumerated in the Provincial Legislative 
List, should be regulated in this province by an Act of the Federal 
Legislature. ,

(Here the H on’ble Mr. Taipissuddin Khan entered the House a n d  *tood 
up to make a speech.)

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May 1 rise on a point of order, Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no difficulty in Mr. Tamizuddin K han’s 
speaking on the motion. Anybody else can move*it and anyone can 
speak on it. Mr. Tamizuddin Khan is merely making a speech.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: My point of order is not that, Sir. 
I  am j^'.st drawing your attention to section 103 of the Government of 
Ind ia  Act. I t  states that “ if it appears to the Legislatures of two or 
more provinces to be desirable that any of the matters enumerated in 
the Provincial Legislative List should be regulated in those provinces by 
Act of the Federal Legislature, etc., then a resolution can ordinarily 
follow. We must first of all have the decision of this House by way 
of a resolution, that it is considered desirable to have certain matters 
decided by the Federal Legislature. On the other hand, if the rights 
that are lawfully to be exercised by this legislature are to be surrender­
ed in this manner, in favour of the Central Legislature, I am afraid we 
might be creating a very unfortunate precedent and we do not know 
where we shall stop. I presume that the resolution which has been 
placed before us has been forwarded to us by some authority of the 
Central Government, so that the initiative has been taken not by the 
Province but by the Centre. The Government of India Act does not 
provide for a situation like that. The Act only provides for a situation 
in which the initiative is taken by the province. I would like to know 
first if there has been any evidence of initiative taken by this province 
or any other province or provinces. So long as that is not proved, I 
believe that this revsolution becomes out of order. I t  is a question of 
or&er, Sir, and therefore 1 would like yoil to satisfy yourself whether 
the initiative has come from the Central Government orothe initiative 
has been from the province.

1M GOVERNMENT RESOLUTION. [2Ut Apair.



Mr. SPEAKER. #l)r. Sanyal, ^ h a t exactly is your point?

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYALt  The point is that it* the resolution 
has been initiated by any department # of the Central Government we 
m ust protect our rights, and we must refuse to have a resolution of 
tjiis type adopted, but if a request had come from several different pro­
vince^ and we had been asked to co-operate with those provinces we 
migWt probably coiflsider the position. *

Mr. 8PEAKER: Let us hear the speech ot the H on'hle Minister.

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: We have not got anv light thrown
on this po in t. •

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUOOIN K>4AN^ So far as the point 
raised by Dr. Sanyal is concerned, I do not think that it has got any 
force whatsoever. He asks, who took tlie initiative. Sir, the law does 
not take any notice as to who may have inspired the initiative.

Dr. NALINAJC8HA SANYAL: The wording of the law is there.

Mr. 8PEAKER; I ,et him finish his s|»eech----- .
«

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Admitting for*the Mike 
ot argum ent that the Central Government requested the Provincial Gov- 
ernment to pass resolutions like this in their respective legislature that 
is not within the purview of the law at all—that is ju s t as any indivi­
dual may induce another individual to do a particular act. W hen that 
particular act is done tha t may be taken notice of (A v o i c e : Is it a 
crim inal law?) by a particular tribunal or body, but who inspired the 
initiative does not come within the purview of the law as far as I can 
see. The honourable members will remember that this House passed an 
almost sim ilar resolution on the 5th August last. On that occasion Dr. 
Sanyal did not raise any point of order and did not raise the question as 
ttf who took the initiative.

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: A part from that my honourable 
friend forgets that he was then in the Opposition. He does not know 
the position. We did raise the question and we did get a reply from 
the Hon’ble M inister in charge that the Bill was initiated as a result 
of certain move by the Government of Bombay and other Provincial 
Governments.

#
The Hon’Wf Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: If my friend raised that 

question then, he got also a proper reply.
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Dr. NALINAKSHA 8AN YAL:. W hat a bout, this?
• 1

The Hoil'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I do not propose to take
up the time of the House unnecessarily by dwelling on the history of
this public demand for drug co&trol and by going into the reasons------

Mr, SANT08H KUMAR BA8U: On a point of Order, Sir. Has the 
H on’ble Minister replied to the? point of Order raised *by Dr. Sanyal or 
has he been proceedings with his speech P

Mr. SPEAKER: I  do not think it is a point of Order. I t  is a 
question of fact. So far as the question of fact is concerned, the 
H on’ble Minister has not replied. So tar as the question of law is 
concerned it is for me to  give a decision. As the Government of India 
Act stands the Federal leg is la tu re  can get jurisdiction only when it is 
satisfied with the preliminary that two or more provinces have demanded 
through their Legislatures control in a provincial subject by the Fede­
ral Legislature. *So far as the jurisdiction of the Federal Legislature 
over exclusively provincial subjects is concerned, it is a preliminary 
before their jurisdiction sets in. It is a sort of uniformity of legislation 
on a m atter of all-India importance with a view to have a Uniformity of 
policy. But so far as we are concerned it is not at all essential that 
other provinces should move. We can make the first move and there­
after if it is possible the Executive Government can request two or 
three provinces or all provinces to find out as to whether they agree to 
it. If there are one or more provinces, then the competency of the 
Federal Legislature can come in and if other provinces do not agree 
then this resolution will have no meaning. Therefore so far as we are 
concerned nothing is needed except a resolution by the Hon’ble Minister 
that in the opinion of the House such a uniformity of legislation is 
desirable. The next matter is what Dr. Sanyal has brought in, namely, 
whether the initiation has been taken at the instance of the Government 
of Bengal or at the instance of the Central Government or at the 
instance of any other Provincial Government. That is a question of 
fact, and ou that I do not think I am competent to say one way or the 
other. W hether the ITon’ble Minister should or should not answer is a 
question for you.

Tha Honble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Does it make any 
difference as to who initiates?

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am afraid that is not for me to answer, but the 
real point of I)r. Sanyal is whether it is desirable from the point of view 
of Provincial Autonomy that the Government of India should take the 
initiative in matters of common interest and not a Provincial Govern­
ment. That is a question of faot.
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Of. NALINAKSHA SANYALft Mv point is very simple. Pader 
the scheme of constitution that we have got now provinc$8 have beeft 
made autonomous and the residuary powers remain with the provinces.

Mr. 8PEAKER: Not the residuary*powers.
• ^

Dr.̂  NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The Provincial List is exhaustive 
and fvom the Provincial List no m attei <fan he taken up Ly the Federal 
Legislature, a list which we should guard jealously, unless this province 
takes the initiative on the m atter or some other provinces take the 
initiative and request us to help them. That is the scheme. 1 would 
like to know from the Hon'ble Minister if any case has been made out 
locally in this province or in any other province.

•

Mr. SPEAKER: It is tor him to anftwer. • So far as Dr. Sanyal’*
I>oint is concerned, it is a question of fact and a s  such when the H on’ble
M inister delivers his speech he can raise all the points and it is for, 
the H on'ble Minister to reply but so tar as the legality of this House is 
concerned, it is irrespective of the position whether the Government ol 
Bengal took the initiative on it-- own motion or took the initiative at the 
instance of others.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: It  is j u s t  an independent lesohition
ot the Governm ent. but it h a s  been gi\en in the agenda paper as a reso­
lution under section 10‘{ ot the Government of India Act, 1W?5.

Mr. SPEAKER: B  v i m p l i c a t i o n .

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I do not know what
point is required to be cleared. On the lace ot it, Sir, this Govern­
ment is taking the initiative but what instruction this Government 
might have received from another Government or some other piivate 
person, that is a m atter into which a member of the leg isla tu re  has 
no business to enquire.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: We have ^ ,t  our rights.

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Certainly not. Yon are 
only the guardians of the rights of this House. W hatever ail vice the 
Bengal Government might have received does not come within the pur­
view of the members of this House. Therefore, it is not a question of 
order at a ll: it is a question of fact. So far as the question of fact is 
concerned, that can only strengthen or weaken my resolution aiyl if 
I  cannot sttfisfy the House about the merits of my resolution it will 
fall through. Therefore, Dr. Sanyal need not be anxious.



Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: .It will be parsed by a majo&ty of 
tl?e vote. [

The Hon’bla Mr. TAMIZUDDIN1 KHAN: I was going to say tha t 
I did no1 like to enter into the reasons which led this House and other 
Provinc’ tl Governments to refer this m atter to the Central Government 
to legislate for all-Inflia. I need only say that drug is an im portant 
problem nnd uniformity in legislation is very essential. Ther only 
different* between the resolution already passed by*this House anti ihe 
present amended resolution i s  that the la tte r includes in its scope biolo­
gical products in addition to drug* and medicines. A s  members me 
all awjire biological products s u c h  as sera, vaccines, e tc., form a very 
im portant part of modern medicine and it is considered necessary that 
they should be specifically included with a view to* avoiding in the 
future any possible misapprehension in the m atter. The present reso­
lution has accordingly b&en tabled. It is practically the same as the 
previous resolution except that biological products are specifically 
included involving a very slight* amendment in clauses 1, 2 and 3.

The resolution is only formal and T commend it to the House for its 
acceptance.

i

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Sir, 1 beg to move by way of 
amendment that after clause 3, the following clause be inserted, 
nam ely: —

“ 3A? Advertisement and publicity against public morals, or drugs, 
medicines and biological products” .

Mr. Speaker, Sir, in moving this amendment 1 would like to draw 
your attention to the fact that on the 21st February in the Central 
Legislative Assembly the honourable Mr. Akhil Chandra Dutta enquired 
about the feasible ways and means to prevent the advertisement oi drugs 
connected with sexual affairs. In reply to that question, the H on’ble 
Sir G. S. Bajpni gave an assurance to the honourable member that the 
drugs and their advertisements have long been prohibited in England, 
Government was fully conscious of the fact that this sort of advertise­
ment ot patent drugs have long been prohibited in England, and the 
Central Government were considering the fact as to how far they could 
take up the m atter from the point ot view of India. So, we can 
understand that the Central Government have already considered the 
nature of the amendment which has been raised by me to-day in this 
House. I t is, of course, a happy indication that* the Hon'ble 
Mr. Tamiatuddin Khan has moved a resolution like this. It is widely 
known that tJhere are foreign companies like the Volkart Brothers who 
are publishing very ugly, indecent and ob^ene pictures to sell their 
drugs and various other kinds of medicine in Bengal by sheer publicity 
through advertisement. People purchase these things and waste their
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m o n e y T h e  advertisers spend some money, the newspapers get some 
money but ultim ately it becomes a l^uge waste from the aide of the con­
sumers. I  would like to draw your kind attention to the fact th a t three 
or four years back the Indian Journalists Association took the initiative 
to prevent this sort of obscene publicity #of drugs, medicines and other 
th ings in Benga]. If  I draw your kind attention to one or two pieces ot 
acKertisements, you will realise what sort of pubficity is going on in 
connection with these drugs. May 1 wjth your permission read ru t 
one piece of advertisement which the Indian Journalists Association 
collected with a view to put a stop to this sort of ugly, obscene and 
immoral publicity in Bengal. (At this stage, some of the members of 
the Opposition asked him not to read out the extract.) But os my 
friends are requesting me not to read out the advertisement and as, 
personally speakirfc, I  am also unw illing to do so, I would like to desist 
from doing that. Sir, I  had a discussion witfi the H on’ble Minister 
when I pointed out the nature of such advertisements which he fully 
appreciated, and he has told me that in view of several other official 
aftairs, he is not ready with all the statistics to make the amendment 
all on a sudden. Now, in view of all these things I would like to suggest 
that the pernicious activities of foreign companies like the Volkart 
Brothers and pf indigenous companies and of many astrologers in Bengal 
should have drawn the attention of the Government of Bengal long ago. 
W hat the Indian Journalists Association has been doing was not very 
effective, that Association being a non-official bodv’but Government can 
do it quite easily------ #

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. (those, I may tell you that we are not discussing 
whether the thing is good or bad, but the question we are now discussing 
is whether this subject should go from the Provincial List to the Federal 
List. Therefore such things as astrologers arc Iwyond our scope.

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: But, Sir, the wording of my 
amendment is as follows:—“ Advertisement and publicity against public 
morals, ot drugs, medicines and biological products*'. You can very 
well understand that it is in connection with these things I have got to 
refer to------

Mr. 8PEAKER: A dmitting the whole of your statement to be correct,
I  want to draw your attention to the fact that the discussion centres 
round the point as to whether we should not legislate on this matter.

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: I submit, Sir, that in view of the 
situation in the country and in view of the pernicious activities of 
some foreign chemical companies, it is now high time that Government 
should take such steps as they think necessary to prevent them.

W ith  these words, Sir. f commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. *
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* Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Mr. Speaker' S ir, I* do not taow if  
J should support the motion. I  haj'e every sym pathy with the H on'ble 
Minister for moving this resolution, but I  have some difficulty which I  
want to be cleared up. T hat is why I  rise to say a few words. The 
province, as I have already indicated, should jealously guard its rights 
and the wording of the resolution, as it stands, makes me feel doubtful 
whether all our rigftts would be properly safeguarded. In  the fiist 
clause, the H on’ble M inister {Mentions trade and commerce within the 
province in drugs, medicines and biological products. The whole 
sphere of trade and commerce should be handed over to the Federal 
Legislature for legislation. That probably includes provincial excise 
on drugs and sales tax also.

Mr. SPEAKER. I dp not think so.

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Let us know that definitely; other- 
wise the province will not probably like such rights ns the province 
would reasonably expect to exercise in course of time on the sales of 
costly drugs or "ashabs” or things like that that would reach the 
people at a very high price. We might eventually like to tax them and 
earn some money. If trade and commerce as a whole is landed over to 
the Central Government, probably we will he deprived from raising such 
taxes. Tn the* seco;id place, Sir, our experience in regard to these 
drugs has been rather unfortunate. We had some time ago a Drugs 
Enquiry*1 Committee, and for a certain nuntlter of years now in the 
School of Tropical Medicine some researches are going on into the 
Indian drugs. There have been some appointments in that connection. 
The Director of the Tropical School who happens to be a person not of 
this province------

Mr. SPEAKER : I am afraid you should not refer to any particular 
person.

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir. f want to be peifectly sure it in 
course of such legislation thing*' will not be done which might similarly 
jeopardise the interests of the sons of this province. I t  is quite possible 
that if we had in this province legislation by which we might set up a 
Committee to control and regularise drugs, we will have some Bengalees 
ap|»oin<ed for the jobs and the Committee will be mostly composed of 
the sons of this province. If, as is proposed, legislation in connection 
with the drugs is entrusted to the Central Government, as has been the  
case with the School of Tropical Medicine Drugs Research Committee, 
we will have no Bengalee, even if he has got the best of qualifications, 
appointed to these Committees or any proposed Committee tha t m ight 
be entrusted with the control of drugs in this province.* I  would,
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therefore, like ?he Hrjn'ble Minister to make sure, when he ii ffivinp 
th is power to the Central Ijeg islaturf, th a t he has made ample provision 
to conserve those interests which l^ve not in the past been properly 
safeguarded.

'  Mr. 8AHTM H KUMAR BA8U: Mr. Speaker Sir, M o re  the 
H on’ble M inister replies I may just say a few words because the biggest 
industry in drugs #siiuated in Calcutta i£ within my constituency, and 
I  have got a certain mandate from them with regard to this m atter.

A t the outset, I join issue with the H on’ble M inister when he says 
tha t it is not open to this House to enquire as to the source from Y'hifh 
he received the inspiration in the m atter of bringing forward this
resolution before «the House. This House is certainly entitled, as
Dr. Sanyal made it clear, to know whether th«f inspiration came from 
the Government of India or from any other outside source, because it 
may vitally  affect the decision of this House with regard to this m atter. 
If we are told that the inspiration and tht* inducement, or the initiative, 
has come from outside, we shall look upon this resolution in a particular 
manner. If , on the other hand, we find that it is a provincial necessity 
which has actuated the Government of Bengal, then certainly we shall 
look upon it from a different angle of \ision. Therefore, Sir, I do not
at all agree with the H on’ble Minister when Ik * says that it is not the
concern of this House to enquire as to which is Hie authority , or the 
source from which the inspiration came and I n  whom the initiative was 
taken.

Apart from that, Sir, I think this House will be well ad\ised to accept 
this resolution, as it stands, after the necessary explanation is given by 
the H on’ble M inister on the point raised by my friend Dr. Sanyal. 1 
think, Sir, that so far as drugs are concerned, particularly  the manu­
facture of drugs for which Bengal has certainly acquired a great lead 
over the other provinces, one of the biggest m anufacturing concerns 
being situated in Bengal, 1 am referring to the Bengal Chemical 
& Pharmaceutical Works, it is necessary that the regulation of trade 
and commerce and all other matters which are mentioned in this resolu­
tion should be directly controlled by one central agency; otherwise, there 
m ight be considerable risk of our products being crowded out from the 
other provinces by prohibitive taxes or duties or by cheap and spurious 
drugs, which ought not to be allowed. It is also necessary, in order to 
carry on our competition in an effective and efficient m anner against 
foreign drugs, that the Central Legislature ought to undertake legisla­
tion so as to put up a fight against other competitors, such as from 
Germany, Ita ly , America or England. I t  is, therefore, necessary that 
such % move should be initiated by the province in order that legislation 
on an all-India basis can be undertaken, and Indian drugs and Inifiafe 
industrial products may put up a combined and organised fiirht against
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foreign competition. I t  is particularly  necessary? inasmuch as tlfe drug 
4rade and the drug industry in thi$ province are making rapid strides. 
I  would, therefore, welcome the mqve, and I  hope. Sir, th a t this move 
is a bona fide move on the p a rt of the Government of Bengal, without 
being inspired, or actuated froiw any other source.

Rat HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I want 
ito speak a few words. ' , * \

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Khaitan wants to speak first. Mr. K kaitan.

Mr. DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I would not 
'have risen to take part in this discussion, had it not been for the amend­
ment which has been moved by my friend Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose.

I venture to submit, Sir, that this amendment must have been moved 
’under a great misconception of^the situation that would arise as a result 
*of this resolution. The resolution, which has been moved by the H on’ble 
M inister, has been moved as a result of several years of efforts carried 
x>n by manufacturers of drugs, medicines, etc., so that uniform laws may 
prevail in the different provinces and so that they i^ay jjot meet with 
any difficulties for the sale of their products in other provinces 
^I)r. N a l i n a k s h a  S a n y a l : No, no. Mr. K haitan, you are under a 
Tnisapprehension. It is a definite law.) 1 do not think 
I  am, • because this is ju*t what the resolution provides. 
{I)r. N a l i n a k s h a  S a n y a l : Please look at the terms.) If Dr. Sanyal 
wants further elucidation of the problem, T might remind him that 
'different duties have been imposed------

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: It is not a piece of legislation, but it 
"relates to control of drug*. I have already had the ruling of the 
Speaker on this matter.

Mr. DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN: A* I read the ie>olution, I find 
that it concerns not only spurious drugs throughout the country, J>ut 
also covers the question of uniform duties in all the provinces taken 
’together.

Mr. I. A. CLARK: On a point of order, Sir. Is it permissible for 
two members to make speeches at one and the same time!* (Laughter.\

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. I  already 
put a question to you. and you nodded indicating the opinion th a t excise 

“dufies and sales taxes do not come under the contemplation of this 
resolution. Am I right in understanding that that is your rulingP

202 GOVERNMENT RESOLUTION. [2 1 st  A m u l,



Mr. W e a k e r . 1 tjin only say that, so far as Article 27 of L ist H  
Is concerned, it says “ trade and com iierce", and so far as excise th in g s , 
are concerned, they come later, duty#on excise, Article 40. la s tly , so 
far as fees are concerned, it conies under Artic le 54. Now if the in ter­
pretation which I hold is correct, viz., that the three definite terms are 
all for three definite purposes, then trade and commerce within a 
province do not come within the competency of tlie Federal le g is la ­
ture uiyler A rtic le*10, though ‘‘fees” coiae vinder Article 54. But in 
any case, even it is so, the Provincial Legislature has the power to 
repeal an Act of the Federal Legislature under section 102 of the 
Government of Tndia Act, 1935. So, there is no difficulty.

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: Whatevei ma\ he the interpreta­
tion about excise duty, whether it comes within tlie scope of this resolu­
tion or not, there is another ven important part*of the problem which, 
perhaps, would come within the scope of this resolution, namely, the 
-different analyses of the different products* that have been prescribed in 
the different provinces. It is the different analyses, that have been so 
prescribed, that cause the largest amount of trouble in the way of drugs 
to he m anufacture^ in one province and transported to another for the 
purpose of sale*

Now, Sir, thif*, amendment, which han been moved by my friend 
Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose, seeks to give the riglrt about legislation 
against undesirable and indecent advertisements and publicity alqp to the 
Central Government. That will be the effect if this amendment is 
accepted by this House. I do not see any reason, Sir, why Bengal 
should give up the right to legislate in favour of the Central Govern­
ment. I f  the Bombay Government want to legislate against such 
advertisements and publicity, they, too. are expected to give up that 
Tight to the Central Government. (Dr. N \ l i n a k s h a  S a n y a l : For
uniform ity.) W hy need there be any uniform ityY I am reminded by 
the very existence of this that we do not want indecent advertisement 
and publicity to he permitted in this province. Supposing Bombay, 
Madrah, Bihar, and the United Provinces Governments have no objec­
tion* to indecent advertisements and publicity, and they go up to the 
Central Government and submit that legislation should not be passed 
against indecent adverti>ements, it is for the House to determine as to 
whether they would give up this right in faxpur of the Central Legis­
lature or not. All that I am subm itting. Sir, is that each province 
should continue* to keep with itself the right to legislate against 
undesirable forms of advertisement and publicity and, therefore, the 
amendment should be thrown out.

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI: Sir, I  had no m ind 'to  
*ake part in fhi# debate but I am doing so now only to d ea r up some
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possible misunderstanding as regards the m eaniig  of some parts of the
•resolution, as for instance, part onl of the resolution which proposes to  
confer on the Federal Legislature the power to regulate “ trade and 
commerce within the province in drugs, medicines and biological pro­
ducts” . I cannot understandeor rather grasp fully what is exactly the
idea of the H on’blef Minister in proposing to confer this power on the
Central Government. Does he mean that the Central Government would 
have the power to regulate inter-provincial trade and'commerce on these 
subjects or does he mean that the Central Government will also regulate 
the trade and commerce in drugH, medicines and biological products even 
within our province itself? If the latter be his meaning, as it is almost 
apparent from the terms of the resolution, then I must say that I am 
afraid he is going to confer larger powers on the Central Government 
than are necessary in tfce interests of regulation of inter-provincial trade 
and commerce or of securing uniformity in these matters. W hether such 
large powers should be conferred on the Central Government or not, it isr 
of course, for us to consider carefully at this stage, and I would request 
the Hon’ble Minister to take this suggestion into his serious considera­
tion, namel>, whether it will not be better to so amend the first part 
of the resolution, as to confer powers of regulating inter-provincial trade 
and commerce and not trade and commerce within the pnf.’ince in drugs, 
medicines and biological products-----

Mr. 8PEAKER: You have 110 jurisdiction.

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Let me submit, Sir, l ow 
in my humble opinion a resolution in such terms is permissible. We are 
going to confer certain powers on the Central Government and we are 
going also to indicate the lines on which such powers are proposed to 
be conferred and intended to bp exercised. W hat is there to prevent us 
from indicating that the regulation should be on such and such lines? 
It is quite within our powers I submit to indicate to the Central Govern- 
ment that 011 such and such lines legislation should he undertaker.—at 
least that is my idea.

Mr. SPEAKER: Do \ou want “ province" to be made into
“ provinces” ?

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Y es, but to be more ex­
plicit, I .suggest “ inter-provincial trade and commerce "t*in stead of “ trade 
and commerce within the province" in these matters.

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERiJE^: Sir, TORTO; IT
ot ^  affrr w r  * m \  w  foft w w

w farnn. rw n  w «u^uhh to* W r , stot ^
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Tht Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN. My honourable friend, 
Mr. Santosh Kumar Basil, has again raised the question of initiative. 
Sir, when that question was raised in connection w'ith a point of order, 
I  took up the stand that that does not actually arise in connection with 
a point of order, but actually I have no objection to take the House into 
confidence as to wherefrom this initiative came. 1 can say for the edi­
fication of the House that it was the Provincial Governments that took 
the initiative in the m atter. Not only this Government, t u t  all the other 
Governments took up the matter, and a resolution was passed previously 
—almost a similar Resolution—but it was the Government of Assam that 
pointed out that biological products were not included within the scope 
of the resolution and probably that was a lacuna and when the Central 
Government received a communication from the Government of Assam, 
in that respect they asked all the Provincial Governments whetUtr the\ 
would include biological products also within the purview of the resolu­
tion. and that is how t h i s  resolution h a s  now come in this amended form 
before t h i s  House.

As regards the amendment moved b\ my friend Mr. Atul Krishna 
Ghose, I have full sympathy with the object of ihe amendment. I agree 
with him that advertisements of this nature have become u positive 
nuisance now -a-daw  and an\ attempt to curtail or regulate such adver­
tisements must he a laudable one. Hut there are certain difficulties in the 
w'ay. First of all, I think that it is not within the purview of drug con­
trol at all. This i.s altogether a different subject, because such adver­
tisements are mode not onh in connection with drugs and biological 
products, but also in connection with other things such as talismans. 
Therefore, if legislation is made with regard to biological products, that 
will not, in itself, prevent similar advertisements in resj>ect of other 
thing* like talismans. I, therefore, think that it is a different matter 
and does not com? within the purview of this resolution. Again there is 
another thing. So far as these advertisements are concerned, I think 
no other Provincial Government is going to ask the Central Government 
to legislate. If the Government of Bengal only ask the Central Gov­
ernment to legislate about these advertisements, on that alone the 
Central Govertiment will not be in a position to go in for legislation.



9 There is also still another difficulty. W e are surrendering our righto 
about legislation regarding drug control for obvious reasons. B ut so 
far as controlling advertisements ffc concerned, I  do not think we should 
surrender our rights at all. We can legislate w ithin the province and 
there is no reason why we should bring in that m atter a t all w ithin th$ 
purview of this resolution. I, therefore, think that, iii this view o fcthe 
m atter, my friend will be pleased to withdraw his amendment. r If I  am 
so advised, I can write to the C en tral Government w hether this t?an also 
be taken up. But as I have already said, obviously the Central Govern­
ment will not be in a position to legislate without similar requests being 
matle by other Provincial Governments also. However, I shall fu rther 
consider this m atter and if it is found to be advisable to write to the 
Central Government, I shall certainly do so. «

Then, Sir, as regards the,point raised by Dr. Sanyal, you, Sir, have 
pointed out that sales of drugs and excise duties come under certain 
other head, and 1 agree with \ou that simply by giving the Central 
Government power to legislate regarding trade and commerce, we are 
not giving away our powers about sales of drugs or excise duties at all. 
As regards the point rai*ed b\ Mr. C haudhuri, I would like to say 
tha t the words “ within the province” are necessary for this reason that 
we cannot say anything about the areas outside our own province. That 
is the reason why these words have been placed there. I  do not think 
that simply \>ecause these words are there we are giving wider power to 
the Ceutral Government than we would have otherwise done.

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Are >ou not divesting
yourself of your power to legislate? Once you divest yourself of the 
power, you cannot legislate------

Mr. SPEAKER” Yes. the Provincial Legislature can do that under 
sec.fi on 10M.

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will that be proper!"

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes; it will be perfectly legal. '

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I hope that this resolu­
tion will be accepted b\ the House.

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: In view of the Assurance given by
the Hon’ble Minister that he will look into the m atter and try to accom­
modate it and, if necessary, write to the Central Government, I wish 
t^  withdraw my amendment. r

The amendment of Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose was then, J>y leave of the 
House, withdrawn.
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* • ‘The motion that this Assembly is of opinion that it is desirable- 
that—

•
(1) trade and commerce within the province in drugs, medicines and

biological products; ♦
(2) the production, supply and distribution of,drugs, medicines and'

biological products;
* * *

(3) the adulteration of drugs, medicines and biological products;
(4) fees in re.sj»ect ot tin- matters mentioned in clauses (1) to (3);.

(•’> i inquiries and statistics for the purpose of the m atters mentioned 
in clauses. (1) to (4 ) ; *

(fi) offences jigainst laws with respect to the m atters mentioned in 
clauses (1) to (5 ) ; *

*(7 ) jurisdiction and powers ot courts with respect to the matters 
mentioned in clauses ( I t  to Ĉ>);

which are among the m atters enumerated in the Provincial Legislative 
L ist, should )>e regulated in this province b\ an Act of ihe Federal
Legislature, was then put and agreed to.

GOVERNMENT BILL

The Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 193d.

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 understand that there is a slight difficulty in the
Calcutta Municipal Amendment Bill being taken up immediately and, 
as I have said, with the concurrence of the H on’ble Minister T have 
admitted the motion ot Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy.

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Who is the Minister who has given
his consent?

Mr. SPEAKER: The H on ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of 
Cossimbazar.

* Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: You previously said H on’ble Sir
Nazimuddin.

Mr. SPEAKER: Bee auhe he was my channel of communication.

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: In view of whal has ju st fallen 
from you, viz.. the slight difficulty in taking the Municipal Bill at the 
present moment, may I know what is the difficulty ?

•  #
Mr. SPEAKER: I do not know. 1 hope there will be an amicable* 

adjustment of certain matters.
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* Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL:* Amicably b i whom?* \
i.

Mr. SPEAKER: I t  is better that the Speaker should be kept out of 
such controversy. *

n *
Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Ls it a fact that an H on’ble Minister * * 1ban resigned ? *

Mr. SPEAKER: I have no information one way or the other. On
the other hand, I got message that Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal has resigned. 
( Laugh ter.)

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN: Sir, Fit, 4$'HM WuhH;
Wt'CH'O fsRII $*T?T press

c*rc*fir*rc ■tf=wnr cm? ejr*riOT
i 8(r*rnx? famjjr qtcw? ĉrnsnx̂fsr tsiw ŵr i

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do not know. All I can sa> is that in case the
Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Hill is not taken up to -d a \, it is most
unlikely that it will be taken up to-morrow. It will be taken up on the
1st May.

(i

SPECIAL MOTION. 

CommittM of Enquiry about Majdia Railway Oi taster.

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: I beg to move that this 
Assembly is of opinion that the Government of India be immediately 
moved to appoint an independent Committee of non-officials and officials 
not connected with K ailua\ Administration to make an enquiry into the 
conduct and responsibility of the Railway Administration and Railway 
staff immediately following the Majdia Railway disaster with reference 
to the following among other allegations and complaints:—

(A) Delay in providing proper medical and other reliefs and their 
inadequacy.

{B) Inadequacy of lights at the station and the scene of accident. 
<C) Failure to make arrangements for drinking water and other 

necessary food articles for a large number of injured passen- 
t gers and other passengers of the*trains involved in the colli­

sion and of the other trains detained in conaequ^ace for hours 
in a terribly hot day.
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(Z^) Failure to mjlke necessary mrrangements for the comforts and * 
conveniences of passengefs injured and detained. 9

•
(E )  Delay in sending the injured and the dead passengers to 

Calcutta and in taking prontpt steps to send the detained 
train* to Calcutta.

%

(A*) Conduct 'of .the Railway staff following the accident.

I claim to have a rational mind. (A voick : Do you?) 1 do. I
take accidents to be accidents, hut in this particular railway acoident 
I  cannot persuade myself to accept this as a mere accident. Sir, we 
have not yet beeh able to forget that Dacca Mail disaster at H alsa 
a few years back. I t is still fresh in ouj mind, also the Bihta railway 
disaster. Rawalpindi Mail disaster and other railway disasters. To-day 
or to-morrow we will manage to forget these past accidents, but, Sir, 
it will be difficult, or rather impossible *for us to forget this particular 
accident. The reason is obvious. This disaster has 'taken  away two 
from amongst us, two members ot this House. This has amply demon­
strated the utter leek of efficiency of the railway adm inistration in this 
province. The points J have asked in mv resolution to enquire into 
are very simple. The first point is “ delay in providing proper medical 
and other reliefs and their inadequacy". •

W ith regard to medical relief that has been given, the less Naid the 
better it is. One incident will sufficiently prove the inadequacy or 
rather hopeless inadequacy with regard to medical relief. Sir, the 
H on’ble the M inister in charge of the Public Health is here. I had been 
to the Medical College Hospital, Emergency Department, to see our 
friend late Mr. Manoranjan Bannerjee. I was told that the H on’ble the 
M inister in charge of the Public Health went there a few* minutes before 
nle along with the H on’ble the Home M inister. May I ask the H on’ble 
M inister who is sitting  before me “ was that a place for any (not to speak 
of a member of the Legislature) injured person” ? 1 saw with my own 
eyes that the st*at that was arranged for the late Babu Manoranjan 
Bannerji cannot be a seat for any patient. There was not an inch of 
space between the seat of Babu Manoranjan Bannerji and the other 
pa tien t’s seat. That patient was not a victim of the disaster. The next 
seat was occupied by another patient who was also not a victim of the 
railw ay accident. I was told tha t it was Emergency W ard. W hen 
I  remonstrated I was told that as there was no place, he was put in there. 
On further enquiry I came to understand that no attem pt was ever made 
to remove him to a comfortable place. There was no fan a t all. JThe 
late Mr. Miyioranjan Bannerji, a member of this House, was pu t in the 

, Emergency W ard.
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W hen I came to Sealdah Station where I  z^ceived th is news—at 
about 11 or 12, I don’t remember exactly the time—the railway authori­
ties were very busy in sending a large number of constables to Majdia. 
The relations, friends and Others who were anxious to see the victims 
of the disaster at Majdia w ere 'not allowed to go by the first available 
train. W hy this large number of constables was .sent I eould not under­
stand at the time. Later on it was explained to me the part which the 
police would play there. c « c \

W ith regard to the inadequacy of lights at the station and the scene 
of accident, it is a m atter which could really be better imagined than 
described. I was not present then. Some members of this House who 
were there explained the position, the position of horror and terror of 
darkness after the accident. <

W ith regard to failure to n^ake arrangements for drinking water and 
other necessary food articles for a large number of injured passenger® 
and other passengers of the trains involved in the collision and of other 
trains detained in consequence,' I need only say that there was no want 
of food or drinkirig water so far as the H on’ble Ministers were concerned. 
They had ample drinking water, ample tood and ample comfort there, 
but there were no arrangements for any drinking* water or other 
arrangements for food for other passengers.

Sir, the Ministers who had been there were coming back to Calcutta 
by the Serajganj passenger. They stopped at Darsana; some at 
Jayram pur. They had motors at their disposal, they had ample food 
and drinks at their disposal, and some of them availed themselves of the 
first relief train to come back to Calcutta. But, Sir, there wTere other 
passengers some of whom might possibly l>e here and they will explain 
the position. I am told thet\ suffered ver\ much for want of food and 
drinking water. That is a clear case of negligence on the part of the 
Railway authorities.

W ith regard to failure to make necessary arrangements for the 
comforts and conveniences of passengers injured and detained and delay 
in sending the injured ami the dead passengers to Calcutta and in taking 
prompt steps to send the detained trains to Calcutta, I can only say that 
you all remember that the dead body of our friend the late Mr. Birendra 
Nath Macuiudar came to Calcutta at about 1-35 a.m. the next day. 
Sir, does it require any more explanation ? Does it require any more 
speech than what 1 have already said? The dead body of our friend 
came to Calcutta after, say, 28 or 24 hours. Is it not due to u tte r 
lack of facilities with regard to railway transport in Bengal? Many of 
us were waiting at the Sealdah Station anxiously to see the dead body 
which we were told would come at 5-30 p.m. Then we were told tha t 
it  ifould be coming at 7-30 or 8-30 p.m. I am told, on the other handr 
tha t the dead body of a Guard came to Calcutta by the Ayaam Mail a t 
5 p.m. in the evening. Sir, why this invidious distinction between one



\  * /dead passenger and another f  Th£ dead body of a member of this 
Souse was brought late at 2 a.m ./w hereas the dead body of a GuarS 
was brought during the day. •

W ith  regard to the conduct of the Railway staff, my friend Maulvi 
. Gyasuddin Chowdhury, who is here, would be able to give a better 

description. He gave us to understand that he V as a passenger and 
he had.him self s€^n the scene of occurrence at Majdia. 1 am sure he 
will rfse in his seat and give a detailed description of the treatment tha t 
was accorded there by the Kailway authorities.

I  am now told that the local Congress Committee took steps to give 
food and milk to some members of the House. 1 am also told th&t had 
it not been for this help, their sufferings would have been much greater 
when thet\ were ‘detained at Majdia. Sir, a •Committee should be 
appointed by the Government of India*to enquire into these things. 
I  am sure that this is a m atter in which the Government of Bengal or 
this House cannot take the initiative.. As regards the personnel of 
the Committee, Sir, I want to make this observation tliyi if a Committee 
is appointed by the Government of India 50 per cent of the members 
of that Committee should be from the members of the Legislature in 
this provincet an<f particularly those who had been on the scene, barring 
the Ministers who were there by accident. Sir, I have heard com­
plaints, and I have also heard from members of Jhis House, that the 
Ministers did not take an\ steps which they ought to have taken in 
those circumstances. Some were busy in giving photograph^ to the 
cameramen and som e were busy in visiting places of some mill- 
owners and taking tea with some friends and others were busy at other 
places. Sir, I would request the members of this House to hear the 
details from Al-Hadj Gyasuddin Chowdhury. I would request him to 
give a vivid description of what he saw and experienced during the 
disaster that happened there. With these words, I commend my 
resolution to the acceptance of the House.

(The House was then adjourned for 2A minutes.)

A f t e r  Ad j ournme nt .

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to move the 
amendment that after the words “ to make an enquiry into” , the 
following be added, namely, “ the circumstances connected with the 
recent railway cfisaster at Majdia, and".

The purpose of this amendment is to make the resolution compre­
hensive and to permit the Committee of Enquiry to investigate into all 
questions connected with the disaster. My friend, Mr. Hashemy, ‘has 
had some specific points to be drawn attention to, points relating to 
some .m atters following the Majdia railway disafter. I felt tha t in
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* addition to such points it was necessary to hajre some investigation 
Sato the causes or circumstances th&t have led to the disaster and also, 
if possible, to en trust the Committee to find out how best to safeguard 
against a repetition of such disasters. I t  is only w ith tha t end in 
view tha t I  move my amendment, and I  trust my friend, Mr. Hashemy, 
will have absolutely ^o objection to accepting the same. « I t  is not w ith­
out some amount of melancholy feeling tha t one speaks on a resolution 
of this character, and I am absolutely sure tha t <evfery section0̂ of the 
House would be unanimous in demanding that proper enquiries should 
be made into a disaster of this character which led not merely to the 
loss of two valuable live* of members of this Legislature, but also of 
many more invaluable lives of unknown and not sufficiently rich men. 
I  submit that an investigation ought to have been t started by the 
Government of India .straightaway. Four days have elapsed and yet, 
so far as we learn from the "newspaper reports, we do not find any 
serious attem pt at starting  an enquiry of a comprehensive character. I  
understand that a small local enquiry has been or is being conducted 
by the D istrict M agistrate and the local Kail way officials with a view 
to find out the results of the accident and as required under the Indian 
Railways Act of 1890 to report on the accident. I \»lso noticed in the 
newspaj>ers that one comparatively junior railway polite officer has 
been asked to make a report on the accident. While these local investi­
gations b\ certain comparatively inexperienced and local Railway 
officials jnay  be necessary. 1 claim that a disaster of this character 
demands a more comprehensive and expert investigation. I, therefore, 
had in ni\ mind a motion in winch 1 would have suggested that in the 
Committee to be appointed, there should be a High Court Judge who 
might be in a position to sift the evidence presented thoroughly and to 
find out exactly where the defects did lie; also ;i Railway expert who, 
while not lacing a Railwu\ .servant, might be in a position to give 
hi.s unbiased opinion as to the character of tlie Railway disaster and 
the possibilities of guarding against the same. I was prompted to 
draft that resolution because, while in Europe, 1 had occasion to study 
some of the Railway technical m atters connected with disasters of big 
consequences, and I am glad to be able to say that I found that arising 
out of similar disasters some of the most useful inventions in Railway 
signalling have been found. There should W no time wasted to find 
out if there is any scope for improving the signalling arrangem ents on 
the Eastern Bengal Railway to make it fool-proof arid to make it 
impossible for ^he human element to forget itself fo£ the time being 
and lead to serious disasters of this character. I remember, Sir, while 
in England; I saw at Acton a railway station near London, an experi­
ment going on to get a train pulled up by the driver if he passes a 
sigW l in danger by drawing his attention*to the signal having bedh 
in danger through an autom atic alarm. There was a provision for 
placing a raised lately on which, if the signal was in danger, a metal
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p art ci the engine w^uld touch antfl there would be an autom atic bell « 
ring ing  ju s t near the driver’s’ ears* I saw in Germany another experi­
m ent going on by which it was provided that autom atically an engine 
passing a signal in danger would be pulled up by a system known as 
optical train control. Thereby it was arranged that if an engine passed 
a signal in dagger, a ray of light falling from the side of the engine 
^ould get reflected from a position of a mirror 011 fhe signal and thereby 
an electric currerft would be generated which would pull up the engine 
if it was passing a signal in danger. Such experiments have also been 
going on in other parts of the world, but I do not know why in India, 
in this unfortunate land of ours, the railway adm inistration should be 
so conservative as to leave things as they are, seeking explanations 
from the theory of sabotage or of mistakes of the human factor. I 
claim that the (iovernment ot India should be moved to make a 
thorough investigation into all eirrumatance* connected with this 
disaster and particularly to see that in future such disasters may be 
prevented. So far a s  the complaints dri^wn attention to by my esteemed 
friend Mr. Hashemx are concerned, I can onh s\mjmthise with him, 
and while supporting his claim to have an investigation into all these 
complaints, I would onh add that m i  long as the efficiency of the 
Railway staft an<f of ihe Administrative staff is not improved generally, 
quick decision and prompt a d  ion are not likel\ to be the order of the
day, and therefore we must have to go deeper to see if there is any
scope for improving the character of the Railway men generally and 
of our executive officers in particular •

Here, in this case, we were informed that the first relief train could 
arrive at this place, namely, Majdia, about four hours after the disaster 
took place (Tries of “ Shame, shame” from Congress benches.) I 
know. Sir, that the Railway authorities in the Eastern Bengal Railway 
m aintain a break-down staff, and an emergency staff is supposed to be 
always in readiness for any emergency of this character, and yet I do 
not understand why it took such a long time to reach the place of
disaster. It has also been reported to us that some of the trains which
were due to arrive there and pass the station were not detained there 
sufficiently lon^ to enable first aid to be given as well as to enable such 
passengers who were left behind to be taken in them. The H on’ble 
the Chief M inister did pass the station quite a number of hours later, 
and T undergtood from him direct that he had to specially ask the 
railway guard to stop the train at Majdia in order to enable him to fiee 
the condition <tf the injured passengers. (Mr. Abdul W a h a u  Khan: 
That also in w riting. ) I am told by m> friend tha t the H on’ble the 
Chief M inister had to do tha t in w riting as if he had to give an explana­
tion , for asking the Railway people to get an ordinary thing done. 
There m ust be, Sir, something terribly wrong in the whole Railway 
adm inistration under the circumstances. I know, Sir, that thi« Houee
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i  is fiat the proper place where I cat} raise questions on*the deficiencies 
qf the Bail way administration. That is why I  shall not state things 
which might be declared out of o^der. I have watched the Speaker 
wake up suddenly. (Laughter.)

i

Mr. SPEAK ER: I  am always wide awake when yoli are speaking. 
(Laughter.) # t

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I submit, Sir, that the public in 
Bengal have been greatly agitated over the accident. We have first 
hand‘reports from honourable members of this House as well as from 
respectable members of the public who had definitely stated that the 
number of the dead amkthe injured had been far in excess of what was 
reported in the papers b^ the Railway administration.

Sir,  I am ndt t r y in g  to oast a n y  reflect ion on th e  Rail  was au th or i t ie s  
at  th is  s ta g e ,  bu t  I su b m it  that an in v e s t ig a t io n — a proper and in d e ­
pen d en t  in v e s t ig a t io n — should  l>e m ad e  to ascerta in  the real truth of  
th e  affair. W e  were inform ed that even the late lam ented  
Mr. M anoranjan Bannerjee ,  w hen he was  w ounded ,  was h im se l f  
m i g h t i ly  afraid that over  and above  the in jury  some o th e r ’ injury  m ig h t  
be  inflicted on him by the R a i lw a y  men to put an end to his li fe ,  so 
th a t  he m igh t  be tajcen aw ay ,  and his  bod} m igh t  be safe ly  sp ir ited  
a w a y  som ew h ere .  T here  is g enera l  be l ie f  that such th in g s  have  takeli  
place  in the past.  I do not k n o w  if it s t il l continues to take p lace ,  and  
I cannot  easily m ak e  m y s e l f  be l ieve  that there are any  hum an b e in g s  
or any persons on the face ot the ear lh  who for th eir  jobs would  do 
such a troc ious  acts ,  and yet the public  of B en g a l  have had such u n ­
for tu n ate  fe e l in g s .  T hose  entrus ted  w ith the in v e s t ig a t io n  of  th is  
affair m ust s ift  th e ev id en ce  projjerly and set at rest al l sp ecu la t ion s  
about it.  W e  have seen ph otos  of  gr u e so m e  c h aracters— the head of  
a person w ho died in the d isas ter  and the bod\ could  not be discovered  
y e t .  There  m u st  have  been s o m e th in g  done w ith  the b o d y ;  e ither  th e  
bod y  m u st  h ave  W en burnt into  the fire that ensued or the bod y  m u st  
have  been rem oved to some u n k n o w n  des t in a t ion  by som e u n k n o w n  
person.  In v e s t ig a t io n  should  be made into  all th ese .  (B a b u  
N ahkndka N \ hayan CiiAKitAHum : There was another  bod y  w ith ou t  the  
h e a d . )  M y fr iend Mr. C hakrabarty  te l ls  me that an oth er  bod y  w as  
discovered  which  had 1 1 0  head,  but c er ta in ly  this head which  was d is ­
covered  did not fit in w ith  that b o d j . <

There have also been complaints about the Railwas staff being 
indifferent t? the immediate requirements of first aid, and it was to 
the public of Majdia, and particularly to tfye Congressmen and young 
merf' of that locality that credit for rendering whatever first aid could 
be given was due. I would like to know to what ex ten t‘the Railway
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were really incapable of offering: services, because they were* 
short of funds or short of resources or short of men, and whether there 
were other reasons for this callouqpess.

Sir, we are told by responsible members of this House th a t all 
telegraphic connections were stopped. *
•  (A t this st&ge the member reached the time-4imit but was allowed 
to  finish his speech.)

I only require, Sir, that there should be a thorough investigation, 
and that is why, while supporting the motion of Mr. Hashemy. J have 
brought this short amendment of a comprehensive character.

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL : May I move my amendment, 
S ir Y •

Mr. 8PEAKER * No. it i> not npc«*M.un

Mr. ABOUL WAHAB KHAN: Mr S|iri.k«*r, Sir?- —

Mr. SPEi}KE1t: 1 might nay at this stage that we are not Hitting 
to-morrow as previously announced and that we shall meet on the 1st 
or May next to consider the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Hill and 
after that the Bengal Money-lenders Bill.

*
Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Are we to understand, Sir, that 

the present programme of taking up the Money-lenders Bill on the 1st 
ol May is changed Y* '

Mr. 8PEAKER : ( am afraid there cannot }>e any other conclusion!
(Laughter.) *

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: 1 submit, Sir, that not many words 
are needed to commend this motion to the acceptance of the House. 
1?<ju are aware. Sir, that I also gave notice of a motion which was 
framed on these'lines. My motion wanted that a Committee should be 
set up to inquire into the causes of the disaster and also to ascertain the 
extent of the loss sustained by the passengers and the public.

You, Sir, have been pleased to rule that as the last portion of my 
motion which e la te s  to the extent of loss and damage tha t have been 
caused by this terrible disaster, does not fall within the purview of the 
motion that has been proposed by my friend Mr. Syed Jalaluddin  
Hashemy, i t  should be considered as an independent motion.

Sir, the accident took place on that fateful night when a lf  the 
passengers vfrre repotting in the land of dreams, and which caused the

SPECIAL tMOTION. « 5

OeODi



t most terrible havoc. A very large*number of rn^n have been cfeclared 
4ead and a larger number are lying in different hospitals. A large 
number of families have been rendered desolate by the death of their 
only earning members. Our feelings are very high on this occasion as 
we also in this House have lostMwo of our most valued friends. So we 
owe to ourselves and to those who have suffered by this disaster to make 
an attempt to find out the cause of the disaster and to see that such 
disasters may not recur. About the proposed enquiry* as I have already 
submitted in my motion, it should consist of experts and non-officials as 
there have been serious allegations against the Railway administration 
in the press as well as in this House. There are persons who are still 
reported to be missing. In to-day’s “ Basum ati,” I  find, a correspondent 
has stated that two of his relatives had been travelling by that train— 
one was found injured tand the other could not be traced in spite of 
several reminders by th<‘ relations of the missing person. Very serious 
doubts have been roused which are not expected to be allayed without 
an impartial enquiry. It is, therefore, necessary that a Committee of 
Enquiry consisting of persons who may command the confidence of the 
public, should be set up. There are so many different versions appor­
tioning blames amongst, the driver of the Dacca Mail, the Station 
Master, the Pointsman and others. Therefore, unless gn absolutely 
impartial Committee sifts evidence and materials placed before them 
and comes to a definite conclusion with regard to this, public anxiety 
and apprehension can never he allayed. I t  is true, as we have seen in 
papers, /hat some sort of enquiry, which has originated perhaps from 
the Railway authorities; is going to be made, but this sort of enquiry 
will not satisfy the mind of the public. Therefore, Sir, we demand a 
Committee of K nquin which, as I have already said, may command 
the confidence of the public at large. My friend, Mr. Jalaluddin 
Hashemy, in mentioning this accident has unfortunately digressed to 
make an attack upon the Hon’ble Ministers. I think he ought not to 
have done ii to-day at least. He should have remembered that the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister, who had been travelling that way took great 
pains to stop the train by giving an order in writing------

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: On a point of personal
explanation. Sir. I did not Ray anything about the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister.

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: You mentioned about the Ministers.

So far as I  know , the Hon’ble Chief Minister had gone to the actual 
site of the disaster. (Dr. N a linaksha  S a n y a l : Do not raise contro-
veriial issues.) I am not raising controversial issues—(interruption! 
from the Opposition benches). »
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Mr.* SPEAKER: |[ hope it will be realised by everybody that * 
according to the Government of India Act as well as by every convex*- 
tion, freedom of speech is the onlj* essential thing for which we have 
got the justification to come here and so I hope you will allow him to 
go on uninterrupted. •

•
Mr. 40CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: In view of the colossal 

calam ity, I think it •would be proper for us to adopt this resolution 
w ithout entering into controversial and acrimonious debate.

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: The H on’ble Chief Minister, look­
ed to the comforts of the surviving passengers, provided for milk for the 
babies, as far as %t was practicable and as far as it was possible within 
the time at his disposal and in the circumstances. So, it was no use 
m aking an attack upon the Ilon'ble Ministers* in a body or upon any 
particular Minister. We arc at one in supporting the resolution and 
the objective with 'which this resolution* has been put up. W ith these 
few words, I support the motion, as amended by Dr. Sanyal. My 
feelings are very high on this occasion, because it is a tragedy ot a 
kind of which thete has been no other parallel in the province of Bengal.

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Sir, death and disaster ane
m ighty levellers, and although we are discussing this m atter under the
shadow of a great calamity, still it is one of the redeeming features that
although various groups of this House are accustomed to quarrels and
controversies, still at least on this occasion there is an atmosphere of
unanim ity. Sir, I am refreshingly reminded by my friend,
Mr. Chakraverty, that there was a unanim ity of disaster when the
occurrence took place at M ajdia. So out of evil if any good cometh,
let us all remember that in the midst of life, we are haunted by death
and let us project Ihid protract our vision beyond our noses and let us
sit down and solve the greater problems in a sp irit of unanim ity. In
according my support to the motion of my friend, Mr. Hashemy, I have
adopted the amendment of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal. I also gave an
amendment on the same line, t

Sir, there are two things— one is after the disaster and another is 
anterior to the disaster. I t  will not be enough for us if we merely sit 
down to hold#a pout mortem  examination into the m atter and find out 
the effect of the disaster and shut our eyes to the things tha t led up to 
it. So far as things happened after the disaster are concerned, there is 
one thing which strikes me as very curious. You know, Sir, tha t liana- 
ghat is an important station; it is a junction in which the Railway 
administration has got a vast appendage of men and apparatus and the 
incident took place at a station which, I am told by my friend* Mr. Hari- 
pada ChattAjee, is not more than 18 miles away from Ranaghat. How
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i is i t  th a t although the disaster topk place at t^ie small h o u r /  ol the 
m orning, no relief reached there in* time. I  subtnit, S ir, there are two 
explanations possible: either the Railway adm inistration was absolutely 
demoralised or there was something wrong in the whole get-up. Prob­
ably the whole Railway adm/nistration did not venture to face the 
disaster, and as Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal has said, and J  reiterate, th a t 
sometimes rumours become current before actual things see the ligh t'o f 
day. Railway administration*is sometimes known to be responsible for 
some smuggling of men and property. I  do not know what actually took 
place there. But, all the same, it is very curious that relief did not 
reach there in time. W hat is more im portant is that it is necessary to 
find out by proper investigation as to why this disaster was at all 
possible in the year 1939. Sir, the railway vehicles are not very new 
and they are taken advantage of by people so frequently tha t we are 
almost now in the habit of travelling in trains as we did in bullock carts 
previously. The railway vehicles must be as safe as the bullock carts, 
and, if that is not so, I submit, there is certainly something wrong 
somewhere which is creating accidents like this. I do not know of any 
accident in whir'll the bullock cart caused the death of a man. There 
are certain things which have got to be looked into. W hy is it that 
whenever an accident takes place it is onl} the inter knd the third class 
passengers that die? 1 do not grudge the first class and second class 
passengers not dying (laughter). W hat I want is that third and inter 
class passengers should also be equally sate. 1 do not mind the 
amenities of the inter class compartment being different from those of the 
second class. There may be no fans, etc. The lavatories inay be as 
bad as now, and sitting accommodations as uncomfortable as ever, but 
so far as immunity from danger is concerned. 1 think all these classes 
should be placed on an equal footing. The Committee which we tire 
proposing ought to be given a clear mandate in that direction to find 
out what is the difference in the getting up of the carriages which causes 
death to the lower class passengers. 1 think the Committee will be 
doing real justice to the public by giving directions in this line.

Then, Sir, there i* the difference in the quality of resistance of these 
carriages. The first and second class compartments are built up of the 
same material as inter and third (‘lass compartments. W hy should 
there be any difference in the quality of resistance, when one class of 
compartments breaks into matchwood, other class compartments do not. 
I t  is also a m atter which should be given proper attention to in tha t 
enquiry.

Then, Sir, there is the question of brakes. I do W t know, I  am
not an expert or an engineer, but we are used to ordinary vehicles,
cycles and all that and even motor cars. W e can avoid accident by
proper application of brakes. W hy should not this apply to railway?
Wllen a train  is stopping at a station, the railway staff ought to make 
provision for stopping signal, so that another train coming from eithor
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^Mpecti<lQ may know thj&t a particulai train is there. These are ordinary * 
‘things and a solution of the ordinary problems will save many valuable 
lives. So I submit that Mr. Jala^iddin Hashemy should accept the 
amendment of Dr. Sanyal which has got the unqualified support or this 
House. With these observations I suppert the amendment.

Mr., YUSUF ÂLI CHOWDHURYj In supporting the motion 
moved*by Mr. Hashelny 1 feel it my duty to place before the House all 
tha t I  have seen of that great tragedy that happened on that fateful 
night of the 17th. I t  was like a nightmare and the awfulness of the 
sight is permanently fixed in my m ind’s eye. . ,

I  was sleeping in a first class compartment when 1 was suddenly 
roused from my sleep by some friends who w ey furiously knocking at 
the door of my compartment. Hurriedly coming out 1 saw the engine 
on fire and heard simultaneously the cries and moum*ngs of hundreds of 
human beings in great agonies coming from the front part of my 
carriage. 1 rushed towards the affected compartments and saw in semi- 
darkness scores of human beings, some mangled out of recognition and 
others crying for help. With the help of some friends and fellow 
passengers we immediately started relief work. We thought of extin­
guishing the fire first and brought it under control with the* help of 
local young men who have in the meantime gathered together. 1 regret 
very much to say that up to this stage we did not*get much help from 
the station staff except from one Mr. Malik Suker who was a*crew in 
charge of railway and who worked like a demon in moving the debris 
and removing the wounded with us. Fortunately we procured two axes 
from the neighbouring village and succeeded in saving the lives of 
irnfny of the unfortunate injured. Could the station authorities supply 
us some .such appliance**, many other lives could be saved. Tn this way 
we worked up to 6 a.m. About that time the first aid in the persons 
of few police officer^ with some constables arrived. Im mediately they 
cordoned round the damaged compartments and directed all those who 
*vere rendering aid to move away. I vigorously protested and one 
officer who fortunately knew me induced his fellow officers to allow us 
to •ontinue the work. More than an hour after the arrival of the police, 
medical aid arrived for the first time. We felt all this time the extreme 
need of medical aid but no help came. Had the medical aid and relief 
train  arrived earlier, many more lives could have easily been saved. 
Before our very eyes many lives were just fading away under the 
pressure of heavp steel pieces. We seized some properties from some 
dead bodies and on the arrival of the police we handed them over to 
them.

One thing that struck u^all was the very leisurely way in whichJthe 
Railway authorities were dealing with the emergency. It is necessary 
when ao man/ lives have been lost that a sifting enquiry be immediately
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held into all that has happened. Negligence of feome Railway Servants 
is adm itted; it is therefore the greater need tha t responsibility should*
be definitely fixed. f

W ith these words I whole-heartedly support the resolution of 
Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy.

1 ,

Mr. SUREN DR A MOHAN MAITRA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, a* twie who 
had the misfortune of travelling by train  sometime after the disaster,
I  shall be able to unfold before this ITouse------

Mr. 8PEAKER: ( )i your good fortune ! 

Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: I do not know whether it is 
misfortune or good fortune.

As I was saying, I shall be able to unfold before this Hou>e facts 
which, I hope, »vill compel tin* H on’ble Maharaja to accept the motion 
rf my tiiend Mr Hashemy as amended by Dr. Sanyal. ii he has 
in him that human touch We arrived by the* Shillong Mail at 
2-M0 and what did we see!' We saw on the platform about 11
dead bodies lying uncovered—a ghastly scene which repelled everybody.
The platform was .stained with blood and there were several dead bodies 
in the bazar nearin . There were also several wounded persons who 
wore not cared for, who were unattended. The most funny thing is
that we found no rest'uc party at that time at the station One of
the compartments wa> found to be sandwiched and out of it the leg of 
a human being, very likely that of a woman, was protruding. We w*re 
told that there were several other bodies, dead or living, w’ithin tha t 
compartment, but no attempt was made to extricate those bodies. We 
travelled all along from Ishurdi to Hanaghat. W<- have not found any 
adequate arrangement for food or proper drinking water. The Shillong 
Mail was made to run as an ordinary passenger train taking in 
passengers lrom all stations. The most curious thing is that no 
attempt was made to send immediately a rescue party to Majdia Station. 
We found that policemen were drafted in every station in large 
numbers and they were practically jammed even in the 1st and 2nd 
class compartments. We did not know for what purpose the police 
were sent to Majdia because we never found them rendering any help 
to those persons who were still alive there. ,

Now, Sir, there is another thing which struck me and which I am 
compelled io say though it may sound somewhat out of tune in to-day's 
discussion. The life of the guard was extinct at that time. The dead 
body of the guard was brought in by the Assam Mail, but the dead 
body of a member of this House which was lying in the bakar nearby was
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|  *
not sent by that traip  and never Taken care of by any responsible 4 
person though sufficient interval had elapsed between the time of th ^  
disaster, as a result of which B irentB abu died, and the time when we 
reached the station. We do not know why there should be this 
difference in the treatm ent. The station sfaff was found to be too wooden. 
They require. I*think, some nature’s touch. Otherwise we never found 
them very anxious to render any help that they could give even at that 
time. *We were told*on the platform itself that just at the time when 
the collision took place, as my honourable friend sitting over there said, 
there was a fire in the hat just by the side of the station and there was 
a large congregation of people. These people came to render aid to the 
dying and the dead. There were also Congress volunteers, but the 
most lamentable ^nd at the same time the most peculiar thing was 
tha t the station staff refused to allow them to dft the succouring. Only 
at the intercession of my honourable friend and colleague over there, 
Dr. P rafu lla  Ghosh and others who were travelling, these people could 
be persuaded and with their help sonu> relief could be given to the 
sufferers in that disaster. ,

The ease for an enquiry is so very clear that I think the H on’ble 
M aharaja mii^t not take his stand behind any rule to shut out the 
m atte i. 1 know, and I am sure the Hon'ble Maharaja also knows it
well, that the railway adm inistration has a peculiar way of doing things.
It never takes into account the question of comfort of the passengers.
I t  never takes timely action as in the present case. Though itouiaghat 
was so vei\ near, no timely aid was given to tlu; victims of the disaster. 
We found at half-past-two in the noon the engine was lying in the 
same condition and no attempt was being made to remove the wreckage. 
Tfie two carriages which wen* damaged were still lving in the same 
condition in that place, and we did not find any relief train or any 
relief p a in  to c lea^ that line.

U 11 dei the circumstances, 1 appeal to the H on’ble Minister to 
'jaccept the motion without raising any objection, because he must 
assure the public that the life of the travelling passenger is safe, rlust 
a few’ minutes atro T was taking tea with Mr. Abdur Rauf. He was 
telling me that lie was afraid to travel by the North Bengal train . A 
panic has been created in the minds of the people and it is time for 
the authorities and for the Government to give sufficient assuiance to 
the public that railway travelling is not so bad as we are made to think 
just now on account of so many disasters on the East Indian Railway 
and the recent disaster on the Eastern Bengal Railway.

Tto* Hon’ble Maharaja 9RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Coaeimba{ar:
Mr. Speakei; S ir, I  do not want to enter into the merits of the motion. 
W hile having full sympathy with the mover, the attitude which the
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* i* Government would like to take in tRig matter, is tjo forward the proceed­
ings of the debate to the proper quarters. I hope, Sir, the House w 
aware that this is a matter in which the Provincial Government has 
practically no hand. The Railways are under the direct control of the 
Government of India and I think they would be competent to come 
to any decision they deem proper after they have gone through the 
proceedings. The charges made in the motion are extremely serious 
and that is why I gave my cohsent to, its discussion on the floor *>f this 
House. It is needless to say how much we are all shocked at the terrible 
nature of the accident and the many lives which were lost, including 
the lives of two honourable members of this House. It is admitted that 
in rcfcent times railway accidents have become matters of more frequent 
occurrence. I wish it was possible to devise ways am) means to prevent 
them.

I

Sir, the Hon’ble the Chief M inister on his way to Calcutta visited 
the place of the disaster and .therefore I think that the charge which 
Mr. Hasbemy lyade that no M inister visited the place falls to the 
ground. 1 also had the opportunity to visit the place of occurrence a 
day later. I never expected that Mr. Hashemy would raise the 
question about the sufficiency or otherwise of the medical aid given 
by the Medical College and the Campbell Medical Hospital authorities 
to the injured. The Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Medical Depart­
ment as well as myself visited both the places and made due enquiries 
from th f patients almut the attention they were getting from the medical 
men and there was not a single case where any complaint was made 
to us. As I have already stated, a copy of the proceedings will be 
forwarded to the Government of India for their information and for 
taking any action which they may think fit.

The amendment of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal to th^m otion of Mr. Syed 
Jalaluddin Hashemy that after the words “to make an enquiry into” 
the following words be added—

“the circumstances connected with the recent Railway disaster at 
Majdia and”

was then put and carried.

The motion of Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy, as amended, that 
thiB Assembly is of opinion that the Government of India be imme­
diately moved to appoint an independent committee of non-officials and 
officials not connected with Railway administration to make an enquiry 
into the circumstances connected with therrecent Railway disaster at 
Majdia and the conduct and responsibility of the Railway administra­
tion and Railway staff immediately following the Ma)dia railway
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di*aste^ with reference to the following among other allegations and * 
complaints:— •

(A) delay in providing proper medical and other reliefs and the ir
inadequacy; %

(B) inadequacy of light** at the Nation and the scene of accident;
(C) failure to make arrangements for drinking water and other

• * necessary •food articles for 'a large number of injured
passengers and other passengers of the trains involved in the 
collision and of the other trains detained in consequence for 
hours in a terribly hot day; • ,

(D) failure to make necessary arrangements tor the comforts and
conveniences of passengers injured and detained;

(E) delay in sending the injured, and the dead passengers to
Calcutta and in taking prompt steps to send the detained 
trains to C alcutta;

(F) conduct of the Railway staff following the accident;

was then put and agreed to.

Adjournment.

The House was then adjourned till 445 p.m. on Monday, the 1st of 
May, 1939, at the Assembly House, Calcutta *
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Expenditure

On account of midwives and nurses in 
towns of Bengal: (Q.) p. 31.

Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. M.

Talora Excise shop in Bogra district: 
(Q.)  P- 175.

Farm

Mymensingh District Agricultural— : 
(Q.) I>. 98.

4

Fazlul Huq, the Hon’ble *Mr. A. K.

Abolition of primary girls’ schools: 
(Q.) P. 56.

Grant to the Serajganj Islamic Inter­
mediate College Madrassah. (Q.) p. 
101.

Jagannath Intermediate College 
Library. (Q.) p. 184. ^

Noakhali R. K. Zilla School. (Q.) p. 
174.

Non-introductioip^of free primary and 
adult education in certain districts: 
(Q.) P- 5C.

Office of the Muhammadan Marriage 
Registrar at Tajgaon, Dacca: (Q.)
p. 4f>. t

Pn>niotion of scheduled castes offioere 
of Education Department: (Q.) p.
32.

Scheme for spending grlnt of five lakhs 
of rupees for the , scheduled caste*: 
(Q.') p. 184.

Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Mymensktgft)

Distress*of the flood striken people of 
char areas in several onions of 
Mymensingh: (Q.) p. 24.
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Excise shops in Dacca district: (Q.)
•p. 13. #

Percentage of Muslims in Bengal En­
gineering Services: (Q.) p. 20.

F n s
#*

For X-ray examination in Dacca Mit- 
ford Hospital: (Q.) p. 3.

Flood

In the northern part of Bakarganj: 
(Q.) P. 34. ,

Flood-ttrlken people

Distress of the—of char areas in 
several unions of Mymensingh: 
(QJ p. 24.

Free distribution '

Of seeds to*union boards: (Q.) p. 116.

Free primary and adult education In
oortaln districts

Non-introduction of— • (Q.) p. 55.

Gambling

In Rangpur district: (Q.) p. 178.
# Within Pakundia police-station, 

Mymensingh: (Q.) p. 40.

Otiose, Mr. Atul tCtyhna

Suicidal death of Rati Kanta Mandal 
of Knshnapur, l^ohagara Union: 
(Q.) p. 126.

dlasuddin AhnuyJ, Mr.

Election of members on the Sukhan 
Union Board, Netrokona, Mymen­
singh : jp .) p. 27.

Government Industrial Museum

Appointment of Officer-in-charge, — : 
(Q.) P- so.

Government offloee

P ercen ta l of scheduled castes in— : 
(Q.) p. 58.

Under section 103 o f tthe Goreraxnent 
of India Act, 1935:* pp. 193-207.

Government resolution •

Government subsidy 
»

To the Bengal Provincial Co-operattvo 
Bank: (Q.) p. 87.

Grant

Of five lak^s of rupees^ Scheme for 
sending—for the scheduled castes: 
<Q.) p. 184.

To* the Serajganj Islamic Intermediate
College, Madrassah: (Q.) p. 101.

Hablbullah, the Hon'ble Nawab Bahadur
K., of Da qpa

Appointment of offioer-in-charge, Gov­
ernment Industrial Museum: (Q.)
p. 50.

Calcutta Cor|x»ration electricity 
generating scheme: (Q.) p. 28.

Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 
V m . pp. 01, 77-7tf.

Election of members on the Sukhari 
Union Board, Netrokona, Mymen- 
wingh: (Q.) p. 27.

Election of Union Boards of Chandina 
and Laksham police-stations, Tip- 
pera: (Q.) p. 124.

Kmployment Officer, Bengal* (Q.) p.
104.

lx*per Iteggars in Calcutta: (Q.) p.
41.

Malda District Board Election: <Q.)
p. :w.

Recommendations of the Chairman, 
District Boards’ Conference, 1938: 
<Q.) p. 44.

$!>ecial meeting of the Bankura Sadar 
Local Board: (Q.) p. 112.

Hamiduddin Ahmed, Khan Sahib ^

Number of Debt Settlemont Board* ill 
police-station Itna, Mymensingh:
(Q.) P. 11*.



HftMvuimmani Maulvi Md.

Establishment of Special Boards for 
Co-operative Central Banks in 
Tippera: (Q.) p. 128.

Nominations for promotion of Sub- * 
Deputy Collectors to posts of Deputy 
Collectors: (Q.) p. 57. *

Post of Circle Officer for Comilla Sadar* 
Circle: (Q.) p. 49.

Hawkers, rlokshaw-pullers

Petty police cases in Calcutta due to 
the ftrreHt of— : (Q.) p. 95.

Nigh Court, Appellate 8lde

Ratio of posts held by various com­
munities in the— : (Q.) p. 30.

Hoduatala, Malda «

Construction of a model village at— :
<Q.) p. 100.

Holders

Of Imperial, Provincial and Subordi­
nate Service^ in Bengal: (Q.) p. 95.

••Hall Festival” '

Riot in CoHKipore during—• (Q.) p.
42.

Imperial, Provincial and Subordinate
Services in Bengal

Holders of—- (Q.) p. 95.

Itna polioe-statlon

Number ot Debt Settlement Hoards in 
—, M.vmensingh: (Q.) p. 115.

Jagannath Intermediate College Library:
(Q.) p. 184.

Jalaluddin Hashemy, Mr. Syed

Adjournment motion regarding Rail­
way disaster at Majdia: p. 185.

Discontinuation of duty on electrical 
wiergy^pp. 145-147.

Special motion about Majdia Railway 
Disaster: pp. *208-211.

m
• •

•Jalpaiguri khas mahalt
Jotes in—that changed hands and 

i establishment of agricultural -farms 
in Western Daars khas mahal: (Q.)
p. 119.

Jeasore
• i

Agricultural loan and gratuitous relief 
in - :  (Q.) p. 57.

Jhenaida Co-operative Bank, Jeasore i
(Q.) P. 100.

Jotes *

In Jalpaiguri khas mahal that changed 
lands and establishment of agricul­
tural farms in Western Duars khas 
mahal: (Q.) p. 119.

Jute Overseers

Appointment of—x (Q.) p. 9.
*v

Kala-azar

Measures against malaria, —, etc., in 
Mymensingh. (Q.) p. 102.

Kalupania

Debt Settlement Board, Noakhali: 
(Q.) p. 118.

Khas mahal

Western Duars a*d Jalpaiguri— : (Q.)
p. 119.

Kotwali police-station, Dinafpur

Two bunds in— . (Q.) p. 7.

Kumar, Mr. Atul Chandra

Construction of a model village at 
lladuatala, Malda: (Q.) p. 100.

Malda District Board Election: ( Q )
p. 33. *

Kundu, Mr. Nlshttha Nath

Petitions filed for settlement of debts:
(Q.) F* 121.

Two bunds in Kotwali (t>olice-ete&iaii, 
Dina]pur: (Q.) p. 7.

INBEX. [Vol. LIV-ffo. 6.
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. Labour disputes

Conciliation officers for—in Bengal:
m  p. 43.

Laksham and Ch^ndina polioe-stations

Election of Union Boards ot'—, Tippera: 
(Q < p . 124. #

/
Land reoords

Post of Director of— . (Q.) p. 41.

*  Land revenue

Rate of—in Burdwan (Q.) p. 13.

Last Bengal Civil Bervioe (Executive) 
Examination: (Q.) p 5

Leaflet

Police search tor a—, “ Bartainan Raj- 
naitik Sankat 0  MussalmamW Kar- 
tvabba,” by Mr. Md. Khsanul Haqun 
EfFendi of Domar, Rangpur (Q.) p.
92.

Leper beggars In Calcutta: <Q,) p. 41.

Library

Jagannath Intermediate C ollege--.
( Q . )  p  m .

Lofal Board

Special meeting ot Bankura Sadar—:
(Q.) p. in.

Madhabpur Unfon% Board, Tippera

Bench and Court in— : (Q.) p. 32.

Madrasaah

Grant to ^he—, Serajganj Islamic 
Intermediate College: (Q.) p. 101.

MaAzuddln Ahmad, Maut*

Abolition of primary |girls’ schools: 
<Q.) p. 55.

* Mattl, Mr. NikunJa Behari

Poundra*K#hatriya: (Q.) p. 92.
• Rising of price of paddy: (Q.) p. 101.

Scheme to drain out Baraehouka area, 
Midnaporc: (Q.) p. 109,

Maltra, Mr. Bupndra Mohan

Special motion regarding Majdia Rail­
way Disaster* pp. 220-221.

*Malarii

.Measure# against kala-aear, etc., in 
Mymensingh, (Q.) p. 102.

♦
Malda District Board Eleotlont (Q.) p.

33

Maniruzzaman Islamabad!, Maulana Md.

Damage** to crops during rainy season 
in Chittagong' (Q.) p. 183.

Majdia* Railway Disaster

Committee of Enquiry. Special motion: 
PP.  2W-211.

Majl, Mr. Adwaita Kumar

Expenditure on account of tnidwires 
and nurse* m towns of Bengal. (Q.) 
p. 31.

Major repair works

For roads aud building* in Calcutta 
Division • (Q.) p. 33.

Maqbul Hoseain, Mr.

Enquiry Committees (during 1937-38
and 1938-39): (Q.) p. 96.

Measure

Against malaria, kala-azar, etc., in 
Mymensingh: (Q.) p. 102.



M iw u i  fffm Nit ExotHmy the 
ao|inwr
Regarding 'the death of Mr. Birendra- 

nath Mazumdar, M.L.A.: p. 60.
i

W  kiwi vet and nurses «
Expenditure on account of—in towns 

of Bengal: (Q.) p. 31.

Mltford Hoipltal, Daoca

Fees for X-ray examination in— : (Q.)
p. 3. * 1

Mohammed All, Khan Bahadur •

Recommendations of the €harmen, 
District Boards’ Conference, 1938: 
(Q.) p. 44.

Reduction in the number of traffic 
police constables from point duty: 
<Q.) p. 49.

Reduction of pay for new entrants to 
Indian Civil Service: pp. 137-143.

Monlpur Agricultural Farm, Daooat
(Q.) p. 14.

<
Moslem All Mollah, Maulvl Mdk

Appointments under the Director of 
Agriculture, Bengal, since 1937: 
(Q.) p. 128.

(Motion

Adjournment—regarding Chief Minis­
ter’s presidential address at the 
Bengal Provincial Muslim League 
Session m 1939: pp. 58-59.

Adjournment— regarding Railway
disaster at Majdia p. 185.

Special—regarding Majdia Railway
disaster, pp. 20B-22&.

Wozzammel Huq, Maulvl Md.

Differential treatment to clerks with 
regard to casual leave in Secretariat 
and attached oflfices: (Q.“) p. 36.

'(MuhamnyMI I trail, Maulvl

Gambling within Pakundia police-
station, Mymenaingh: (Q̂ .) p. 40.

IJTDEX. '  [Vol. LI*No. 6.
* |

* Muhammadan M aniac* Registrari
Office of—at Tajgaou, Dacca: (Q.) p.

• 46. *

MukherJI, Mr. Dhlrondra Narayan

Eden Canal and certain other CaffitfCT̂  
Revenue Divisions; (Q.) jp . 125.

Recruitment "for the Damodar Canal 
Revenue Division: (Q.) p. 182.

Mulllok, the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda 
Boharl

Appointment o f« Co-operative Inspec­
tors and Auditors in 1937: (Q.) p: **
55.

Establishment of Special Boards for 
Central Co-operative Banks in 
Tippera: (Q.) p. 129.

Government subsidy to the Bengal 
Provincial Co-oj>erative Bank: (Q.)
p. 88. «

Jhenaida Co-operatn^e Bank, Jessore:
(Q.) p. 100.

Kalupania Debt Settlement Board, 
Noakhali: (Q.) p. 119.

Number of Debt Settlement Boards in 
jK)lice-stntion ltna, Mymensingh:
(Q.) p. 115.

Petitions filed for settlement of debts:
<Q.) P- 121.

Mulllok, Mr. Pullp Behary

Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 
1939 pp. 75-77.

MutharrufV H ossa In, tha Hon’ble Nawab < 
Khan Bahadur «

Bench and Court in Madhabpur Union 
Board, Tippera. (Q.) p. 32.

Ratio of post8 held %hy various com­
munities in the Appellate Side, High 
Court: <Q.) p. «#).

Staff of the Official Receiver, High 
Court, Calcutta: (Q.) p. 26.

Muslims*

Percentage of—in Beifeal Engineering
Services: (Q.) p. 80.
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m
District Agricultural Farm: (Q.) p.

88. • 
Measures against malaria, kala-asar, 

etc., in— : (Q.) p. 102.
Road construction projects taken up 

in— : (Q.) p. 46.
* *

Mandy, tbs Hon’bis Maharaja 8rl«- 
chandra, of^Cosstmbazar

Dacca-Ancha Road: (Q.) p. 46.
Damages to crops during rainy season 

in Chittagong: (Q.) p. 183.
Eden Canal and certain other Canal 

Revenue Divisions: (Q.) p. 126.
Major* repair works for roads and 

buildings in Calcutta Division: (Q.)
p. 34.

Percentage of Muslims in Bengal 
Engineering Services: (Q.) p. 20.

Recruitment forethe Damodar Canal 
Revenue Division (Q.) p. 182.

Hoad construction projects taken up 
in Mymenstngh: (Q.) p. 47.

Scheme to drain out Barachouka area, 
Midnapore (Q.) p. 109.

Silting up of the Amirganj Khal: 
(Q.) P. 57.

Special motion regarding Majdia Rail­
way Disaster: pp. 221-223.

Two bunds m Kotwah police-station, 
Dmajpur: (Q ) ^  8.

Nationa) Electrification 8oham«i (Q.) p.
6.

Maztmuddin, tht Hon’bl* Khwaja 8ir

Anglo-Indian aftd Muslim women re­
presentatives on the Bengal Board of 
Censors <Q.) p. 53.

Appointm ent^ Babu Chanchal Cfaaran 
Guha Thakurta as a Sub-Deputy Col­
lector: (Q.) sj>. 117.

Bos fares in certain mufassal areas: 
(Q.) P. 37. ;

Gambling in Rangpur district: (Q.) ,
p. 179. •

Gambling grithin Pakundia police- 
station, Mjraensingh: (Q.) p. 40.

Nazhmaddln, tha Hon'bfc Khwaf#t4r—
contd. 1 •

Holders of Imperial,9 Provincial and 
Subordinate Services in Bengal:

• (Q.) p. 95.
Last l^ngal Civil Service (Executive) 

Examination: (Q.) p. 5.
* Nomination for promotion of Sub-

Deputy Collectors to posts of Deputy 
Collectors: (Q.) p. 58.

Petty jM)lice cases in Calcutta due to 
the arrest^ of hawkery, riekshaw- 
pttllerti, e tc .: (Q.) p. 96.

Percentage of scheduled castes in Gov­
ernment offices: (Q.) p. 54.

Police search for a leaflet “Bartaman 
Hajnaitik Sankot O Mussah&ander 
Kartyahba” by Mr. Md. Ehsanul 
Haque Effendi of Domar, Rangpur: 
(Q.) p. 9±

Post of Circle Officer for Comilla 
Sadar Circle: (Q.) p 49.

Poundra Kshatriya: (Q.) p. 93.
Reduction in the number of traffic 

jkilice* constables from points duty: 
(Q.) p. 49. #

Reduction of pay for new entrants to 
Iithan Civil Sen-ice: pp. 144-145.

Riot in Cossij>ore during “Holi Festi­
val’*. (Q.) p. 42.

Search of the District Congress “ Praja 
Offictj” at Rangpur: (Q.) p. 89,

Natrakona

Election of members on the Sukbari 
Union Board, —, Mymensingh: p. 27.

Noabad taluks

Reduction of rents in khas mahals 
particularly m the—in Chittagong: 
<Q.) p. 19.

Noakhatl

R. K. Zilla School (Q.) p. 173. 

Nominations
j

For promotion of Sub-Deputy Collectors 
to posts of Deputy Collectors: (Q.)
p. 57.
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Nl *%Wotol ftatalutfonsi pp. 137-172.
S'

Committee enquire into financial 
administration and workings of 
College Hospitals: pp. 148-156.

Discontinuation of duty on electrical 
energy: pp. 146-148. ,

Reduction of pay for new entrants to 
Indian Civil Service: pp. 137-146.

Replacement of Government of India 
Act by Constituent Assembly: pp. 
156-168.

Number

Of Debt Settlement Boards in police-e 
station Itna, Mymensingh: \Q .) p.
115.

N u r m  and midwives

Expenditure on account of—in towns 
of Bengal: (Q.) p. 31.

Oath

Mr. F. H. French.
Mr. C. W. Ajilett: p. 87.

Obituary

Mr. Birendra Nath Mazumdur: p. 1. 
Mr. Manoranjan Banerjce, M.L.A.. 

pp. 82-85.

Olhoa

Of Muhammadan Marriage Registrar 
at Tajgaon, Dacca: (Q.) p. 45.

Oftolal Reoelver

Staff of the— , High Court, Calcutta:
(Q ) p. *26.

Paddy

Rising of price of— : (Q.) p. 101.

v
Pakundta police-station, Mymensingh

Gambling within— : (Q.) p,^40.

'Percentage f

Of Muslims in Bengal Engineering
• Services: (Q.) p. 20. *

Of scheduled castes in Government 
offices: (Q.) p. 63.

I
Petitions

^ rFiled for settlement of debts: (Q.) p.
121.

V

Potty polioo cases

In Calcutta due to the arrest of hawk­
ers, rickghaw-puliers, etc.: (Q.) ~
95.

Point of Order

Raised by Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, 
regarding Government resolution 
under section 103 of the Government 
of India Act, l{>35: pp. 194-198. 

i

Polloe searoh

For a leaflet “Bartaman Rajnaitik 
Sankat 0  Mussalmander Kar- 
tyabha” by Mr. Md. Khsanul 
Haque Effendi oi Domar, Rangpur: 
(Q.) p. 92.

Post

Of Circle Officer for Comilla Sadar 
Circle. (Q.)f^T. 49.

Of Director of Land Records: (Q.) p.
41

Poundra Kshatrlya: (Q.) p 92.

Pramanik, Mr. Tarlnl Charan

Office of Muhammadan Marriage Regis­
trar at Tajgaon, Dacca: (Q.) p. 45.

<►
Prioo

Kising of—of paddy: (Q.) p. 101.

t
Primary Girls’ Schools ^

Abolition of— : (Q.) p. 55.



Promo pon ,

Of scheduled castes officers of Educa­
tion Department: (Q.) p. 32.
• •

HftHiut, th# Hon’ble Mr. Praaanna Deb* »
Excise shops in Dacca Division: (Q.)

p. 14. 1
Recruitment to Bfb^al Excise Service: 1

<Q.) P. 12.
Tolora Excise shop in Bogra district: 

p. 176.
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hallway Oleaster, Majdla

Special Motion: pp. 192-193, 208-223.

Vtangpu? district

Gambling in— . (Q.) p. 178.

Rate

Of land revenue Burdwan. (Q.) p. 
)3 *

Rati Kanta Mandal

Suicidal death of—of Krishnapur,
Lohagara Union (Q.) p. 126.

Ratio of posts
•

Held by various communities in the 
Appellate Side, High Court: (Q.)
p. 30.

Ray Choudhury, Mr. Blrendra Klshore

Measures against malaria, kala-axar, 
etc., in Mymensingh: (Q.) p. 102.

Road construotfbn projects taken op in 
Mymepsmgh: (Q.) p. 46.

Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr,

Jagannath intermediate College 
Library: (Q.) p. 184.

Recommendations

Of the Chairman, District Boards’ 
ConfereiAe, 1838: (Q.) p. 44.

Raeruitmeiit
•  •

For the Damodar Canal Revenue Diri-
sion: (Q.) p. 189. 3

To Bengal Excise Sem oes ; (Q.) p.
11.

Rents

Reduction of—in khas mahal, parti­
cularly in the Noabad taluks in
Chittagong: (Q.) p. 19.

Representation by persons 0! Bhitar- 
bund Union, Rangpur, for non- 
acceptance of—by certain aemin- 
d^rs: (Q.) p. 19.

R esolutlon(s)

Government—under section 103 of the 
Government of India Act, 1936: pp.
193-207.

Non-official: pp. 137-172.
Special— : pp. 102*193.

Revenue Divisions

Eden Canal and certain other Canal— : 
(Q.) P. 125.

Riot

In Cossipore during “Holi Festival” : 
(Q.) P- 42.

Rising of prtoe

Of paddy: (Q.) p. 101.

Road

Construction projects taken up in 
Mymensingh: (Q.) p. 46.

Roads and buildings ,

Major repair works for—in Calcutta 
Division: (Q.) p. 83.



Roy, {ho Hon'MoSIr Bljoy Prasad Sing*

Agricultural loan and gratuitous relief 
in Jessore: f (Q.) p. 57.

Bengal Tanks Improvement Bill, 1938, 
at Amended by the Bengal Legis­
lative Council: pp. 186, 187-188, 192.

Construction of a model village at 
Haduatala, Malda: (Q.) p. 101.

Distress of the flood-stricken people of 
char areas in several unions of 
Mymensingh: (Q.) p. 24.

Flood in the northern part of Bakar- 
ganj; (<J.) P- 35.

Jotsl in Jalpaiguri khas mahal that 
changed hands and establishment of 
agricultural farms in Western Duars « 
khas mahal: (Q.) p. 120.

Post of Director of Land Records: 
<Q.) P. 41 .

Rate o f land revenue ’in Burdwan: 
(Q.) p. 13.

Reduction of rents in khat mahalt 
particularly in the Noabad taluk* in 
Chittagong: (Q.) p. 90.

Representation by persons of Bhitar- 
bund Union, Rangpur, for non- 
acceptance *vf rents by certain 
aemindars: (Q.) p. 19. (

Suicidal death of Ratikanta Mandal of 
Krjshnapur, Lohagara Union: (Q.)
p. 126.

Boy, Mr. Ohananloy

Appointment of Jute Overseers: (Q.)
p. 9.

Dacca-Aricha Road: (Q.) p. 46.
Promotion of scheduled castes officers 

of Education Department: (Q.) p.
33.

Hoy, Mr. Kamil Krishna

Special meeting of Bankura Sadar 
Local Board: (Q.) p. 111.

Vljy, Mr. Klron Sankar 
i

Redaction of pay for new entrants to  
Indian Civil Service: p. 143.

fanyal, Dr. Nalfaakslia' ^ . .

Bengal Tanks Improvement Bill, 1938,. *
as amended by the Bengal

1 lative Council: pp. 186-187. *
Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) B ill, 

1939: pp. 63-65.
Point of order regarding CalcuttW"^ 

Municipal (Ame^ment) Biilt 193*: 
pp. 60-61. * *

Point of order regarding Government 
Resolution under section 103 of the* 
Government of India Act, 1935: ppt
194-198.

Replacement of Government of India 
Act by Constituent Assembly: pjK .
159-161.

Special Motion regarding Majdia Rail­
way Disaster: pp. 211-215, 217-2H>~

IiqjEX. [Vol. LIV-^o. g.

Sanyal, Mr. Sasanka Sokhar

Adjournment Motion regarding pablio 
speeches delivered by f Hon’ble Chief 
Minister: (Q.) p. 129.

Sarkar, Babu Madhusudan

Bus fares in certain mufassal areas: 
(Q.) P- 36.

Sarkar, the Hon’ble Mr. Nalinl Ranjan <

Differential treatment to clerks witht 
regard to casuaL leave in Secretariat 
and attached dmces: (Q.) p. 36.

Discontinuation t of duty on electrical 
energy: pp. 147-148.

Enquiry Committees (during 1937-3& 
and 1938-39): <Q.) p. 96. t

Treasury Officers and Sub-Treasury:
Fodders: (Q.) p. 18.

SohechHed oastss

Schema for spending grant of five lakha 
of rupees for tJbe—: (Q.) p. 184.

In Government ofices, Percentage o f  
<9 ) P- 53.

Oftoers. Promotion of—-of Kdncstasss 
Department: fQ .) p. SB.



* Ifor spending grant of *five lakhs of 
rupees for the Scheduled Castes: 
<Q.* p. 184. *

To drain out Barachouka area, Midna-
pore: (Q.) p. 109.

MWwl
the Districts Congress “Proja 

Office” at Rpngpar: (Q.) p. 8&

Saoratarlat and attached ofltoss

Differential treatment to clerks with 
regard to casual ltava in— : (Q.) p.
36.

6aada

Free distribution of—to union boards- 
<Q.) P- n e .

Sarajgan) #

Islamic Interm^liate College, Madras- 
sah. Grant to the— (Q.) p. 101.

Sarvioss In Bengal

Holders of Imperial, Provincial and 
Subordinate— : (Q.) p. 96.

Settlement of tfabtt

Petitions filed for—: (Q.) p. 121.

Shifting
I

Of Court of Ooaimisaioner, Work­
men’s Compensation,: (Q ) p. 47.

Silting up

Of• the Amirganj P a l :  (Q.) p. 56.
•

Speaker, Mr. (the Hon’ble Khan M i *  
dur M. Ailxul Haque, C.I.K.). 
Obeenrmtions apd Ruling! of

Adjournment mo^on regarding Rail­
way Disaster at Mafdsa": p. 180.

On the Point ,jt>f Order raised by 
Dr. Nalinaksha Safiyat regarding 
Government Resolution undef section 
108 of the Gorermaont of India Act,
I m .  p. 191

Ipttktt, Mr. (tht ttM*Mt Kkaa M mk 
iar M. Aainil Matae, <&.«.). Oleer- 
vafisai aad RaUagi at— *

On Adjournment Motion regarding. 
Hon’ble Chief Minister's pttbhc 
speech: pp. 181, 133, 134, 136. 

Regarding the order in which Gorern- 
t ment Bills would b* taken up: p. 61. 
.Special Resolutions: pp. lftg-193.

Speolal Boards

Establishment of—for Co-operative*
Central Banks in Tippera: (Qv) p..

Special moating

*Of the Bankura Sadar Local Board:: 
(Q ) P. HI- ,

Speolal Motion

Regarding Majdia Railway ’ Disaater:
pp. 192*293, 908-223.

SUlf

Of the* Official Receiver, High Court,. 
Calcutta: (Q.) p. 26.

Sub*0«puty Collaotori

Nominations for promotion of—to posts 
of Deputr Collectors: (Q.) p. 57.

Subsidy

Government—to the Bengal Provincial 
Co-operative Bank: (Q.) p. 87.

Sub-Trtamry OfRaert and Treasury 
M d a r a t (Q.) p. 18.

Suhrawardy, tiM Hen’Me Mr. H. S.

Conciliation officers for labour itiepaiea 
m Bengal: (Q.) p. 44.  ̂ f

National electrification schema: (QV
p. 7.
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Lohai*r» Unioii: (Q*)' i>. 126.

Timm,pto*
_ Office of the Muhammadan , Marriage 

Registrar at— : (fy) p. 45.

T r iw i Excise shop In B tgra district:
m  p. 176.
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TamliuckHn Khan, th§ Hon’bie Mr.

Apppintment of Jute Overseers: (Q.>
p. 10. o

Appointments under the Director of 
Agriculture, Bengal, since 1937: 
(Q.) p. 128.

Committee to enquire into financial 
administration and working of 
College Hospitals: pp. lflR-166.

Expenditure w on account of midwives 
find nurses in towns of Bengal: (Q.)
p. 31. «'

Fees for X-ray examination in Dacca 
Mitford Hospital. (Q.) p. 3.

Free distribution of seeds to union 
boards: (Q.) p. 116.

Measures against malaria, kala-a&ar, 
etc., m Mymensingh: (Q.) p. 102.

Monipur Agricultural Farm, Dacca: 
<Q.) P. 15.

Mymensingh District Agricultural 
Farm: (Q.) p. 99.

Rising of price of paddy: (Q.) p. 102.

 ̂ Tr*A» police a i n n w f r  f r m  p ^ n t J u f r

Reduction inHhe number of— : (Q.) p.*
49.*

<

Union B oanf(s) -

Election of—of Chandina and Lakshftuif, 
police-stations, Tippera; ► (Q.) p. 
124. #  , u

Free distribution <ff seeds to— : (4 .)  
p. 116. * |

Sukhari. Election of members on the 
—, Netrokona, Mymensingh: (Q.)
p. 27.

Village

Construction of a model—at Haduatala, 
Malda: (Q.) p. 100.

Western Duars Khas Mahal

Establishment of agricultural farms ill 
-  (Q.) p. lfc . f

Workmen's Compensation

Shifting of Court of Commissioner— : 
(Q.) P. 47.

Yusuf All Choudhury, Mr.

Special motion regarding Majdia itail- 
wav Disaster: pp. 219-220.

Zfeman, Mr. A. Si. A .

Conciliation officers for labour disputes 
in Bengal: (Q.) p. 43.

Holders of Imperial, Provincial and 
Subordinate Sei vices in Bengal: 
(Q.) p. 95.
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