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COVERNMENT OF BENGAL.

GOVERNOR OF BENGAL.

His Excellency Colonel ithe Right Hon'ble 8ir Faaxcis Staxirr
JACKSON, P.C., G.C.1.E.

MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNOIL.

The Hon'ble Mr. A. N MorrrLy, C.a.E., 1.C.5., in charge of the
following portfolios : —
1. Appointment.
2. Political, excluding Haj Pilgrimage.
8. Police.
4. Ecclesiastical.
b

Regulation of medical and other professional qual:fications

and standards, subject to legislation by the Indian

Legislature.
6. Judicial.

The Hon’ble Sir Provasa CHunpr MiTrER, ET., C.1.2., in charge of
the following portfolios:—

1. Land Revenue.

2. Land Acquisition.

3. Excluded Areas.

4. Juils.

b. Legislative.

6. Local Self-Government.
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The Hon’'ble Aruaps Sir ABpELKERIM GHUZNAVI, KT., in charge of
the following portfolios: —

Emigration.
Immigration.
Jurisdiction,

Haj Pilgrimage.
Foresta.
Irrigation.

Agriculture and Industries (excluding Excise).

R

Registration.

The Hon'ble Mr. M. C. McALrIN, ¢.LE., 1.C.5., in charge of the
following portfolios: —

1. Finance.
2. Separate Revenue.
3. Commerce and Industrial subjects.
4, Marine.
b. Buropean Eduention.
6. Education.
7. Excise.
) 8. Public Works.



GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL.

PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE
COUNCIL.

Przsromer,

The Hon'ble Raja Marmatia Nate Ray Cravnmvs:, of Santosh.

Dxpoury Presimnzer.

Mx Razavr Ranman Enman, b.i.

Panel of Chatrmen for the Thirty.third Sesslen.

1. Mr. W. L. TRavERS, C.LE, OR.E.

2. Sir JADUSATH SiRKAR, KT. C.1LE.

3. Raja Buvresnra Nanavan Sivnna Bshadw, of Nashipur.
4. Mr. A F. Ranuax.

Secretary to the Council—J. BarTiEY, 1.C.8,

Assistant Secretaries to the Council—A. M. Hurcnisunm and K. N,
MasuMDaR.

Registrar to the Council—J. W. McKav (on leave).



BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS.

A

Ahmed, Maulvi Shamsuddin. [Hooghly cum Howrah Municipal
(Muhammadan). }

Ali, Maulvi Hassan. {Dinajpur (Mubammadan).)

Ali, Maulvi Syed Nuusher. [Jessore South (Mubammadan).)

Ali, Mr. Altaf. [Bogra (Muhammadan).] -

Bagchi, Babu Romes Chandra. {Malda (Non-Mubammadan).)

Baksh, Maulvi Syed Majid. [Jessore North (Muhammadan).}

Banerjen, Dr. Pramathanath. [Calcutta East (Non-Mubammadan).}

Banerjee, Babu Promotha Nath. [Midnapore South (Non-Mubam-
madan).

Banerji. Mr. P. [24.Purganas Rural South (Non-Muhammadan).]

Bannerjee, Babu Jitendralal. [Birbbum (Non-Mubhammadan).]

Barma, Rai Sahib Panchanan, s.p.x. [Rangpur West (Non-Mubam-
madan). ]

Basiruddin, Maulvi Mohammed. [Rajshahi North (Muhammadan).]

Basu, Babu Santosh Kumar. [24-Parganas Municipal South (Non-
Muhammadan). ]

Blair, Mr. J. R. (Nominated (Mhicial.)

Bose, Babu Bejoy Krishna. [(alcutta South (Non-Mubammadan).]

Bose, Mr. Subhas Chandra. [Calcutta North (Non-Muhammadan).)

Cassells, Mr. A. (Nominated (Micial.)

Chakraburtty, Babu Jatindra Nath. [Rangpur East (Non-Muhamma-
dan).)

Ohakravarti, Babu Jogindra Chandra. [Dinajpur (Non-Muhamma-
dan).]

Chatterjee, Srijut Bijay Kumar. [Bankura West (Non-Mubhamma-
dan).]

Chatterji, Babu Amarendranath. [Hooghly Municipal (Non-Muham-
madan). ] .

Chaudhuri, Khan Babadur Maulvi Alimussaman. [Faridpur North
Mubammadan). } :
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Chaudburi, Khan Babadur Maulvi Hafisur Rahman. (Nominated
Non-official.)

Chaudhurj, Maulvi Ashrafuddin. [Tippera North (Muhammadan).]

Choudhury, Maulvi Nural Absar. [Chittagong North (Muhamma-
dan).]

Chowdbury, Haji Badi Abmed. [Chittagong South (Muhammadan).]

Chowdhury, Maulvi Abdul Ghani, B.L. [Daccs West Rural (Mubam-
madan). ]

Clark, Mr. I. A. (Indian Mining Association.)

Cohen, Mr. D. J. (Nominated Non-official.)

Colman, Mr. E. R. (Indian Tea Association.)

Dain, Mr. G. R. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.)

Das, Dr. Mohini Mohan. [Faridpur South (Non-Mubammadan).]
Das Gupta, Dr. J. M. [Culeutta Central (Non-Muhammadan).]
Dash, Mr. A. J. (Nominated Official.)

Datta, Babu Akhil Chandra. [Tippera (Non-Mubammadan).]

Dutt, Babu Saral Kumar. [Buakargunj North (Non-Mubammadan).]

Easson, Mr. 3. A. (Nominated Official.)
Eusufji, Maulvi Nur Rabman Khan. [Mymensingh South-West
{(Muhaminadan). ]

F

Faroqui, Khan Babadur K. G. M. [Tippera South (Mubammadan).]
Fazlullub, Maulvi Mubammad. [Noakhali West (Mubammadan).]
Forrester, Mr. J. Campbell. [IP'residency and Burdwan (European).]

G

Ganguli, Babu Pratul Chandra. [Dacea City (Non-Muhammadan).}
Ghose, Babu Amarendra Nath. [Mymensingh West (Non-Muhamma-
dan).]

Ghosh, Mr. M. C. (Nowinated Official.)

Ghuznavi, the Hon’ble Alhadj Sir Abdelkerim, x1. (Member, Executive
Council,) -

QGilobrist, Mr. R. N. {Nominated Official.)

(oenks, Rai BaBadur Badridas, c.1.5. (Bengal Marwari Association.)

Guha, Mr. P. N. (Non.inated Non-official.)
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Guple, Mr. Jogesh Chandra. [Calcutta South Central (Non-Muham-
madan).]

Gurner, Mr. C. W. (Nominated Official.)

Habibullah, Nawab Ehwaja. [Dacea City (Mubammadan). ]

Hakim, Maulvi Abdul. [Mywmensingh Central (Muhammadan). ]

Hashemy, Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin. [Khulna (Mubummadan).]

Haque, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Aszisul. [Nadia (Muhammadan).]

Himatsingks, Babu Prabbu Doyal. [Calcutta West (Non-Muham-
madan).]

Hogg, Mr. G. P. (Nominated Official.)

Hopkyns, Mr. W. 8., c.1.£,, 0.B.e. (Nominated Official.)

Hoque, Kaxi Emdadul. [Rungpur East (Muhummadan).}

Hosain, Nawab Musharruf, Khan Bshadur. [Malda cum Jalpaiguri
(Muhammadan). ]

Hossain, Maulvi Muhammad. [Bakarganj North (Mubamadan),]

Huq, Khan Sahib Maulvi Bazlul. [Noakhali Eust (Mubammadan).}

Huq, Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul. [Bakarganj West (Muhammadan).]

Hugsain, Maulvi Latafat. (Nominated Non-official.)

]
Insch, M1. J. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.)

J
Jenkins, Dr. W. A.  (Nominated Official.)

Karim, Maulvi Abdul. [Burdwan Division South (Mubammadun).}

Kasem, Maulvi Abul. [Burdwan Division North (Mubammadan).)

Kban, Bubu Debendra Lal. [Midoupore North (Non-Muhsmmadan).]

Khan, Khan Sohib Maulvi Muazzam Ali. [Pabna (Mubammadan).]

Khan, Maulvi Tamisuddin. [Faridpur South (Mubammadan).}

*Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman, w1 {Dacca Eas Rural (Mubam-
madan).]

L

Laird, Mr. R. B. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.)

Lal Muhammad, Haji. [Rajshahi South (Mubammadan).]

Lamb, Mr. T. (Indian Jute Mills Associstion.)

Law, Mr. Surendra Nath. (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce.)
Leslie, Mr. M. (Calcutita Trades Association.) .

* Deputy President, Benga! Legisiative Couneil.
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Maguire, Mr. L. T. (Anglo-Indian.)

Maiti, Babu Mahendra Nath. [Midnapore South-East (Non-Mubam-
madan). ]

Mallik, Mr. Mukundu Behari. (Nominated Non-official.)

Mazumdar, Mr. Birendranath, B.L. (Dacca University.)

McAlpin, the Hon’ble Mr. M. C., c.r.e. (Member, Executive Council.)

McCluskie, Mr. E. T. (Anglo-Indian.)

Mitter, Babu Rishikesh. [Burdwan North (Non-Muhammadan).)

Mitter, the Hon'ble Sir Provash Chunder, kt., c.L.e. (Member,
Executive Council.)

Moberly, the Hon'ble M: A, N., c.r.e. (Member, Executive Counecil.)

Moitra, Babu Surendra Mohan. [Rajshahi (Non-Muhammadan).]

Moitra, Srijut Jogendra Nath. [Bogra cum Pabna (Non-Muham-
madan). ]

Mookerjee, Mr. Syamaprosad, Bar-at-Law. (Calcutta University.)

Mukerjea, Srijut Taraknath. [Hooghly Rural (Non-Mubammadan).)

Nag, Babu Suk Lal. [Khulna (Non-Muhammadan).]

Nag, Reverend B. A. (Nominated Non-official.)

Nasker, Babu Hem Chandra. [24-Parganas Rural Central (Non-
Muhammadan). ]

Nazimuddin, Mr. Khwaja, c.1.e. [Bakarganj South (Muhammadan).}

Ordish, Mr. J. E. [Dacca and Chittagong (European). ]
Ormond, Mr. E. C. [Burdwan and Presidency (European).}

P

Pain, Babu Baroda Prasanna. [Howrah Municipal (Non-Muhamma-
dan).) .

Pal Choudhuri, Mr. Ranjit. [Nadia (Non-Muhammadan).]

Philip, Mr. J. Y. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.)

Poddar, Mr. Ananda Mohan. (Bengal Mahajan Sabha.)

Raheens, Mr. A., ¢.1.5. [Calcutia North (Mubammadan).]
Rahwan, Maulvi Asisur. {Mymensingh North-West (Mubammadas).]
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Rakiman, Mr. A. F. [Rangpur West (Muhammadan). ]
Ral::n.]Mr. A. F. M. Abdur. [24-Parganss Rural (Muhamma-
n).

Raikat, Mr. Prosanna Deb. [Jalpaiguri (Non-Muhammaedan).]

Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar. [Faridpur North (Non-Muhammadan).}

Ray, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar. (Rajshahi Landholders.)

Ray, Srijut Radha Gobinda. [Bankura East (Non-Muhammadan).]

Ray Chaudhuri, Babu Sanat Eumar. [24-Pargunas Rural North
(Non-Muhammadan).]

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. (Nominated Non-official.)

*Ray Chaudhuri, the Hon'ble Raja Msnmatha Nath, of Santosh.
(Dacca Landholders.)

Rase, Mr. G. F. (Indian Jute Mills Association.)

Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath. [Howrah Rural (Nou-Muhammadan).]

Roy,. Dr. Bidhan Chandra. [24-Parganas Municipal North (Non-
Muhammadan).]

Roy, Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh. [Burdwan South (Non-Mubammadan).]

Roy, Mr. D. N., Bar-at-Law. [Jessore South (Non-Muhammadan).]

Roy. Mr. Kiran Sankar. [Dacca Rural (Non-Muhammadan).]

Roy., Mr. Sadhan Chandra. (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce.)

Roy, Mr. Sarat Kumar. (Presidency Landholders.)

Roy Choudhuri, Babu Hem Chandm. [Noakhali (Non-Muhamma-
dan).]

Roy Choudhuri, Rai Bahadur Satyendrn Nath. [Bakarganj South
(Non-Muhammadan).

Rushforth, Mr. F. V. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).]

Saadatullabh, Maulvi Muhammad. [24-Parganas Municipal (Muham-
madan). ]

Samad, Maulvi Abdus. [Murshidabad (Muhammadan).}

Sarkar, Sir Jadunath, %1, c..e. (Nominated Non-official.)

Sarker, Babu Naliniranjan. [Mymensingh East (Non-Muhammadan).]

Sarker, Rai Sahib Rebati Mohan. (Nominated Non-offirial.)

Sen, Mr. J. M. (Expert nominated.)

8en Gupta, Mr. J. M. [Chittagong (Non-Mubammadan).]

Shah, Maulvi Abdul Hamid. {Mymensingh East (Muhammadan).]

Skinner, Mr. 8. A. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.)

8ingh, Srijut Twaj Bahadur. [Murshidabad (Non-Muhammadan).]

Singha, Mr. Arun Chandra. (Chittagong Landholders.)

Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan, of Nashipur. (Burdwan
Landholders.) o

* President of the Bengal Legislative Counoil.
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Solaimau, Maulvi Muhammad. [Barrackpore Municipal (Mubam.
madan). ]

Stapleton, Mr. H. E. (Nominated (¥fficial.)

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. 8. [Calcutta South (Muhammadan).}

T

Tarkathirtha, Xaviraj Bimelananda, Pundit Bhushan. [Jessore
Nortk (Non-Muhammadan). ]

Tate, Major General Godfrey, w.5., k.H.5., 1.M.5. (Nominated Official.)

Thompson, Mr. W, H. (Bengul Chamber of Commerce.)

Travers, Mr. W. L., c.1.e., 0.8.&. [Rajshahi (European).)

Twynam, Mr. H. J. (Nominated /ficial.)



THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
PROCEEDINGS.

(Offciat Report of the Thirty-third Session.)
Volume XXX1iIL.

Proceedings of the Bengal Legisiative Council assembled under the
provisions of the Covernment of india Aot.

Tae CouxciL met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall,
Calcutta, on Monday, the 5th August 1928, at 3 p.m.

Present:

Mr. President (the Hon'ble Ruja  Maxmatna Nati Ray  Cuav-
puckrr, of Santosh), in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of the
Executive Council, and 120 nominated and electad members.

Oaths or affirmations.

The following members made an onth or affirmation of their
allegiance to the Crown:—

Mr. Jirennra Mouax Ses.

Mr. Priva Natn Guua.

Mr. Muxexpa Breart MaLuik.

Anncuncement of the Eleotion of Deputy President.

Mr. PRESIDENT! Uentlemen, 1 have to inform the Council that
His Excellency the Governor has been pleased to approve under sec-
tion 72C (2) of the (Governm=nt of India Act the election of Mr. Rasaur
Rahman Khan as Deputy Pienident.

Mr. PRESIDENT: [ would, therefore, ask Mr. Ramaur Rahman
Kbhan to take the sest of the Deputy President.

(Mr. Razaur Rahman Khan then took his seat).
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Panel of Chalrmen,

Mr, PRESIDENT: In accordance with the provisions of Rule 3
of the Bengal Legislative Council Rules, 1820, T nominate the follow-
ing members of the Council to form a panel of four Chairmen for the
ensuing session:—

(1) Mr. W. L. TraVERS, C.LE., O.B.E.

(2) 8ir JADUNATH SARKAR, KT., C.LE.

(3) Raja Buvrespra Naravax Sixna Babadur, of Nashipur.
(£) Mr. A. F. Raruan.

Unless otherwise arranged, the senior member among them present in
the above order named will preside over the deliberations of this
Council in my absence and in the absence of the Deputy President.

Obituary Reference.

Mr. PRESIDENT: Gentlemen, I have to perform the melanchely
duty of expressing the grief of this Council for the loss of five dis-
tinguished members, In the interval that has elapsed since the last
sitting of the previous Council the deaths have occurred of Nawab
Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Al Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur, c.LE, of
Dhanbari, Babu Jogendru Nath Roy, eldest son of Raja Janaki Nath
Roy of Bhagyakul (Dacca), Mr. Byomkesh Chakravarti, Mr. Justice
E. B. H. Panton of the Calcutta High Court and Mr. John Cottle.

Nawab Bahadur Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, the late leader of this
House, came from the Saiyid family of Dhanbari in Mymensingh.
The family dates from the days of the Moghul Emperor Shah Jahan.

The late Nawsh Bahadur was born at Natore in Decembar, 1863,
educated at the Rajshab: Collegiate School and later at St. Xavier's
College, Cslcutta. He was a member of the Eastern Bengal and
Assam Legislative Council from 1906 to 1911, of the Bengal Legis-
lative from 1912 to 1916, of the Imperial Legisdlative Council
from 1916 to 1920, In 1921 he was returned as an
slocted member of the Bengul Legislative Council and was a member
of the first Ministry in the reformed Council during 1921 to 1923. He
was again returned as xn electsd member to the second reformed
Council in December, 1923, and was appointed a Minister in March,
1925, but held office only for a short period. In the same year he
was appointed a Member of the Executive Council. This office he
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lull till his death. He was a fellow of the Calcutta Univemity and
a member of a very hrga number of associations and pnblu- bodies.
In recognition of his services he was made a Khan Bahadur in 1908,
Nawab in 1911 at the Coronation Durbar at Delhi, a CLE. in 1818
and Nawab Bahadur in 1924. By his death Bengal hus lost & true
son and the Muhammadan community an ardent and fearlesa patron.

Babu Jogendra Nath Roy of Bhagyakul was a member of the
Bengal Legislative Courcil during 1921 to 1923. He was one of the
wealthiest men in Bengal carrying on an exteusive business inclading
inland navigation. The Bhagyvukul family hax always been naoted for
their libarality and the decsused member did not fail to carry on the
fanily tradition.

The career of the late Mr. Byomkesh Chakravarti in known to most
of us here. From humble beginnings he rose to be one of the fore-
most Barristers in Bengal and eventualy held the high office of
Minister. The last vears of his Jife were unhappily clouded with ill.
ness and misfortune and hix death came asx a happy release. Bengal
will, howaver, mourn hir loss ax a man who spent the greater portion
of his life und his great and undoubted talents in her service,

The Hon'hle Mr. Justice E. B. H. Panton joined the Indian Civil
Bervice in )ctober, 1896, aund after having served first an Magistrate
and Collector and then as District and Nessions Judge in sevaral districts
of Bengnl und Bikar und Orissu  became the Sup-rintendent and
Remembrancer of Legal Affairs to the Government of Bengal in 1915,
Judicial Secretary in 1918 and in the same year was appointed
officiating Judge of the Calcutta High Court and wasx confirmed in
this lust appointment from Gth December, 1922. At different periods
during the years 1915 to 1918 he was & member of the Bengal Legislative
Council under the old cunstitution.

Mr. Jobhn Cottle was « member of this Council representing tha
Caleutta Trades Association Constituency for a few months in 1924
He died on the 18th July last Mr. Cottle was the managing director
of Morrison & Cottle Company, 1td., and for a time master of the
Calcutta Trades Association.

With your permission, gentlemen, 1 propose to comnvey the sym.
pathy of this Council to the families of the deceased. I now request
you, gentlemen, to show your respect to their memory by kindly
vising in your places.

(All the members then rose in their places.)

Mr. PRESIDENT: 'Thenk you, mﬂm The Bum'hry will
plesse take the usual steps.
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Stasred Questions
(te whioh oral answers were given).

Allsgations against the Police officer of Narail and the President,
Chandiborpur Union Board.

*t. Maulvi SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon'ble
Member in churge of the Police Department be pleased to state
whether it is o fuct that on 4th March, 1929, Mr. Indu Bhusan Sircar
of Sankarpur, police-station Narail, district Jessore, sent u memorial
to the Hon'ble Mr. A. N. Moberly muking serious allegations against
the Police officer of Nurail police-station and the President of Chandi-
bhorpur Union Board?

(h) 1f the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble
Member be plensed to staibe what action, if any, does the Government
propose to take in the matter?

MEMBER in oharge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble
Mr, A, N. Moberly): (¢) In u memorial dated the bth March,
Mr, Sircar complained that the President and Sub-ITuspector had not

passed prompt orders regarding the cremation of the body of a relative
of his,

(by Mr. Sirear was informed that the memorizl was sent to the
District Magistrate for disposal and that further correspondence in
the matter should he addressed to that officer. Government do not
consider further action necessary.

Typists and oopyists of oourts.

*g, Maulii"SYED MAJID BAKSH: (a) Is the Hon’ble Member
in charge of the Judicinl Department aware that in the majority of
cases the typists and copyista of Bengal courts are not obtaining the
minimum standard of fees prescribed by the Hon'ble High Court
General letter No. 8 of 1821°P

(b) Arve the Government considering the desirability of consulting
the heads of districts to ensure the nverage earnings of the copyists
and typists preacribed by the said letter hy means of judicions transfers
a0 Tar as practicable?

(¢) Are the Government in consultstion with the Hon'ble High
Court considering the desirmbility of enhancing the copying fees to°
at least 3 annas out of 4 aunnas in the foliof
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HEMBER in cherge of JUDICIAL UEPARTHENT (i Nebble
MecA. N. Meborly)t (a' Yeo; in most of the districts of the Presidenty
the standard has not yet been reached.

(b) District Judges bave already been directed not to fill vacancies
till she standard rates laid down by the High Court are attained; and
Government are watching the situation.

{¢) No. But a bonus of 75 per ceat. of the amount contributed
by copyists and typists is added to their Provident Fund depoeits
snnually and interest is credited at the same rate ns in the Gcmnl
Provident Fund, viz., 4§ per cent.

ot

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Will the Hon'ble Member be
pleased to atate what would be the harmn if the Government gave one
anns more out of 4 annas in the folio to these poor typists?

The Hen'bls Mr. A, N. MOBERLY: It would cost & considerable
smount of money.

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNSRJIEE: With reference to answer
(), is it a fact that Mr. Preatice, when officiating Member of the
Executive Council, said that ths proportion contributed by Govern.
ment was cent. per cont. and not 15 per cent.?

The Hon'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY 1 I must ask for notice of this

question,

Appeintment of a Committes to inquire inte the grievances of the
steamer passengers and their fares.

*3. Mr. JOCESH OHANDRA CQUPTA: (o) Will the Hon'ble
Member in charge of the Marine Department be plessed to state
what stepe, if any, have been taken by the Government to give
effect to the resolution passed by this Council on the 11th February,
1929, regarding the appointment of a ('ommittee to inquire into the
grievances of the steamer possengers and their farea?

(b) 1f nothing has been done yet, what action, if any, do the
Gorernment propose to take in the matter? ‘

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the MHow'hls
Mr. M. C. MeAlpin): (a1 and (b) The subject ig still under the possi-
deration of Government, who are consulting their technical and legsl
sfvisers on the variows questions reised in the debate on the Hesofu-
tion.

t §
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Mr, JOGESH OHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member
be pleased o state on what point or points it bas been foumd maces-
sary to take advics of the technical advisers?

The Hon’bie Mr. M. 0. MCALPIN: I want notice of this.quation.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA QUPTA: Will the Hon'ble Member
be pleased to state when such advice was sought?

The Hen'ble Mr, M. C, MoALPIN: Only after the debate.

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon'ble Member
be pleassd to state whether the (Government intends to give effect to
the resolution passed by this House, or not?

The Horbie Mr. M. C. MCALPIN: That is one of the matters
which are still under consideration.

Mr. J. M. SEN QUPTA: When does the Hon’ble Member expect
that the consideration of this matter will be over, so that action may
be taken on the resolution passed by this House?

The Hon'ble Mr. M. C. MoALPIN: It is impossible to say.

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Hos the consideration com-
menced ?

3-16 p.m.
The Hon'die Mr. M. C. MoALPIN: The consideration has begun.

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Does the Hon’ble Member hope that
it will fast thé*¥fetima of this House?

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is a frivolous guestion; it does not arise,

Mr, JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member
be pleased to state the names of the Government officials under whose
consideration it is at present?

The Heo'hie Mr, M. 0 MeALPIN: I understand it is wader the

considerstion of various departments; it is not under the considers-
tion of one particalar officer.
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*4. Kari EMDADUL HOQUE: (a) Will the Houn'ble Member
in charge of the Legislative Department be pleased to state whether
the Government have considered the guestion of the ‘‘ exceptional cir-
cumstances '’ of the pay and prospects of the upper and lower divirion
assistante of the Bengal Legislative Department which was wmooted
in the Legislative Council on the 22nd March last, by Maulvi Syed
Md. Afeal on a motion for a token cut of Rs. 100 under the hesd
* 92F . —Lemslative Council *'?

(b) U the ansawer ta (a) is in the negutive, will the Hon’ble Mamber
be pleased to stute the reason therefor?

(¢} Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state whether it is in
the contemplation of (Jovernment to take any action in the matter?

(d) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble
Member be pleased to state what are the proposals or recommendations
of the Legislative Department on the subject?

(¢) When were the proposals made and by whom?

(/) What is the present stuge of the proposals?

{#) Have the proposals been submitted to the Finance Department?

(h) If the answer to (y) ix in the negative, will the Hon'ble
Member be plensed to state why it wus not submitted to the Finance
Department?

(f) When are they expected to reach the Finance Department?

(/) Bave the proposals been shown to the Hon’ble Member in
charge and the Hon’ble President of the Council ?

MEMBER in oharge of LECISLATIVE OEPARTMENT (the
Hew'bie Sir Provash Chunder Mitter)t (a) Yes.

(b) Does not arise.

{r) The matter is still under consideration.

(d) to (f) Proposals were formulated by the Legisiative Secretary
in June. These are still under consideration in the department and
have not yet reached the stage of submission o the Finance Depart-
ment. Jt would be premature to state now what the final propmalu
'lll h o
" {j) The proposals have been submitted to the Ron’bh l(omhr in
tharge of the Legislative Department.
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Babe JITINDIIAI.AL BANNERIBE: With  reference ‘to the
penultimate paragraph of ths answer, will the Hon’ble Member be
pleased to state what are the spemﬁc proposals put forward by the
Legislative Secretary? .

The Hen’ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I am afraid
1 cannot ssy that. It is a matter between an officer of the depart.
ment and the head of the department; it is not usual to disclose that.

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: May I know whether tl;e
Hon'ble Member wants privilege as regards not disclosing the fact?

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble Mamber has already explained
that the matter is still under consideration and has not reached the
stage of submission to the Finance Department.

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: But, Sir, the two portions
of the anawer are incomsistent.

The Hotrble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: The point is
this: 1 have alrendy explained that the matter is still under consi-
deration, and that iz why it ix not proper to disclose it.

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Will the Hon'ble Member
be pleased to state why the modified proposals—

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. For the simple ma;aon. that the
proposals referred to are still under consideration, the Counecil should
not want to know what these proposals are.

lqumion of the offics of the Legisiative Ceuncil frem that of the
Legisiative Department.

*S. Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: (¢) Will the Hon'ble Member in
charge of the Legislative Department be pleased to state what action, if
any, has been taken by him in the light of the statement made by him
in the Council on the 12th February, 1929, on the resolution regarding
the separation of the office of the Legislative Council from that of the
Legislative Department?

(8) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking the
question into oﬁiuidor,tion?

(¢) When is the pérsonnel of the Committee proposed by the Hon'ble
Mamuber in charge likely to be published?
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e Hou'be Sir PROVASH OHURDER MITTER: (o) On the dloss
of @ Pobruary-March seesion of the last Council inquiries were

addressed to all Provincisl Couneils with a view to the collection of
materia] to place before the Committee which it was proposed to
appoiitt. The personnel of the Committee was also under eonddamon
when the Council was dimolved.
- (B) Yes.

{c) The dissolution of the Council rendered it n«mrj to postpons
the question of appomtmom of the Committee; the matter in now under

consideration and it is hoped to make an aunouncement at an mly
date.

Typists and vepyists.

*s. Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: («) Will the Hon'ble Member
in charge of the Judicial Department he pleased to state whether the
copyists and typists employed in various offices throughout the province
have submitted any representation to Government for the improvement
of the conditions of their service in the course of this year?

(1) I the answer to (a) ix in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Mem-
her be pleased to state what action, if any, do the Government intend to
take in the matter?

The Hon'bie Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: (1) Yes.

tb) The standard average earning (viz., Rs. 65 a month for typista
and Ra. 40 a month for copyists) laid down by the High Court has
already been reached in some districts, and to make it universal in all
the districts in the Prexidency the District Judges have heen instructed
not to fill up vacancies among typists and copyists till the standard is
attained. Further, to ensure that the matter is not overlooked, the
District Judges have alw been asked to submit annual statements show-
ing the reduction of stalf effected and the progress msde iun attaining
the standard average earning. Information already obtained shows
that the situation is steadily improving, and Government do not propose
to {ake any further action in the matter.

Supply of mesquite curtaing te the prissners in the jails,

*7. Grijwt TARAKMATH MUKERJEA: (a) Will the Hun'ble
Member in charge of the Political (J’ul-) Dapartmmt be pleased to
state whether it is & fact that the prisoners in the jails, lp«:ully in
malarious districts, suffer for want of mosquito curtains?

(b) Are the Government mnudarmg the desirability of n«pplyum
mosquito curtains to the prisoners at least in the malarious districta?
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(c) Tt the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble Meuber
be pleased to state what other steps are being tsken to protect the
prisoners from being bitten by infectious mosquitoes?

MEMBER in oharge of POLITIOAL (JAILS) DEPARTMENT
(the Hon’ble Sir Provash Chunder Mitter): (s) It is probable that if
all prisoners slept under mosquito curtsins there would be fewer cases
of fresh infection of malaria.

(1) Yes, in consultation with the Public Health Department.

(¢) Dees not arise.
[

Dr. KUMUD SARKAR RAY: Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased
to state whether any survey has been made of the incidence of malaria
in ths different jails?

The Hon’ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITYER: I nust ask
for notice of this.

Rewards to panchayets, and presidents and members of union boards.

*8. S$rijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: (¢) Will the Hon'hle
Member in charge of the Police Department he pleased to state the prin-
ciple on which rewards and certificates are awarded to the presidents and
members of union boards?

(&) Doea the Government pay the costs for those rewards?

(¢} Tf the answer to () is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Mem-
ber be pleased to state from which fund it is paid?

(d) If the Government does not bear the costs of these rewards, will
the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state from what other fand it is
paid?

The Hon'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY (4) Rewards are given by Dis-
trict Officers to chaukidari panchayets for good conduct in special cases or
for general meritorious service. Where union boards have been substi-
tuted for chaukidari panchayets, presidents and members of union boards
are deemed to be eligible in the same way.

() Yes.

(¢) From the grant under the head—

26-—Police—District Executive Force—Supplies and Services—
Rewards to Village Panchayets, '

() Does not arise.



m TARAKNATH IIIKIWI Will the Hon'bls Mbmber be
pk‘hdtolhh if the fines realised from the dafadars and. chaukidare
are given as rewards to the presidents and members of the unjon
boards? '

The Hen'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Ko.

Mr, JOCBEM CHANDRA CUPTA: On whose recommendation’
about the merita or otherwise of the servicen of the president and
members of the union boards ar: the rewards given?

The How'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: The rewards are given by eh
District Oficers at their discretion.

Pelios constables,

*9. Srijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: (a) Will the Hon'ble
Member in chorge of the Police Department be pleased to state the
totul number exixting at present of police constables who are rerving
in the—

() Caleutta Police; and
2) Bengal Police®

() How many of them are—

() Bengali Hindug;

(2) Benguli Mutsalmans;

(3) Up~country Hindux;

() Up-country Mussalmans; and
(6) Of other castes?

(c) In it o fact that most of the police constables are recnnhd
from outside Bengal?

{d) What is the percentage of Bengali Hindus and Musalmans to
the total strength of the police constables in Bengal#

(¢) If the answer to (c) is in the afirmative, will the Hon’ble
Member be pleased to state the reasons why the majority of the polive
constables are not recruited from amongst the Bongnh Mussslmans
and Hindus?

The Mew'his Mr. A. N, MOSSNLY: (a) On the 31st December,
1928, tlmowmibllmmblumth(}dcuthl’olmudmm
in the Bengal Police.
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(b) The latest dstes up to which statistics ahowing. the racial com-
position of the two forces have been compiled are the 31st December,
1928, for the Cslcutia Police, and the 30th September, 1928, for the
Bengal Police, on which dates there were in the Calcutta and Bengal
forces, respectively—

(1) 110 and 3,400 Bengali Hindu constables.
(2) 94 and 3,701 Bengali Muhammadan constables.
(3) 3,286 and 9,946 F;;-muntry Hindu constables, including
Buddhists and other castes in the Calcutte figures.
(#) R4 and 1,491 Up-country Mubammadan constables, and
L9 922 constables of other castes in the Bengal force.

(¢) Yes.

(d) On the 30th September, 1928, the percentage -of- Bengali
Hindu and Mussslman constables in the Bengul Police was 36-3;
on the 31st December, 1828, it was 45 in the Calcutta force.

(¢) Because sufficient Bengalis of the required physical standard
do not present themselves for enrolment as constubles.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member be
pleased to state what is the required physical standard?

The Hon'bis Mr, A, N. MOBERLY: I want notice of this question.

Mr. JOGESH OCHANDRA CUPTA: Could th> physical standard
be changed 8o as to adupt it to the conditions of Bengal and secure
healthy men from Bengal for the Police Service?

The Hon'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY! One of the reasons for the
increase in pay was that we could not get people of the required
physical standard. The result of getting people below the required
standard in order to prevant the strength of the Police from falling
too low was that:dy the time the constables were trained the wastage
wus excessive and a very large numbar of constables had to be got rid
of. The remainder were physically unfit and the number of casualties
from sickneas was very heavy indeed, and only & small proportion
of the consiables were able to serve their whole time. For this reason
it is most undesirable tbat the physical standard should be lowered.

WMr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Was the physical standard fixed in
such & way s to exclude all Bangalis from the service?
wt

The Hew'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: That is a matter of opinion,
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'ﬂ- Mr, P. BANERJIt (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in elnr'o
of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state whether
it is 8 fact that the Government in going to establish union boards
under the Village Self-Government Act, 1919 (Ben. Act V of 1819),
in the Falts and Mograhat thanas of Diumond Harbour subdivision of
the 24-Parganas district?

{b) Will the Hon’ble Member he pleased to state whether public
opinion was taken in the matter?

(¢) 1s the Hon’ble Member aware that public opinion in the areas
concerned ix decidedly against the establishiment of such union boards?

MEMBER in oharge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARY.
MENT (the Mon'ble Sir Provash Chunder Mitter): (a) It is proposed
to establish eight union hoards in the Mograhat thana and une in the
Falta thana of the 24-Parganas.

() Yes.

0) This does not appear to bhe the case. The proposal was not
approved, by a majority, by the Local Board, hut received the spproval
of the District Board and is reported to have heen well received in the
villages. Only a few weeks ago the Commissioner on tour in this area
received a petition from the local Panchayat Association pressing for
the establishment of union boards,

Mr. P. BANERJI: Is it not a foct that the Local Board of
Diamond Harbour has ulways been turmed down in commection with
the establishment of a union board?

The Horbie 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITYER: I have already
stated that ‘* the proposal was not approved by a majority, by the local
board "'~—at least they did not approve. If the member wants
further information, I must ask for notice of the question.

Typists and oepyists of Courts.

*11. Mauivi SYED MAJID BAKSHS (o) Will the Hon'bls Member
in charge of the Judicial Depertment be pleased to state whether the
Governmenb are considering the desirability of framing rules to grant
carual leave with remuneration to typists sad copyists?

(b) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state what action, i
any, has been taken on the memorials of the typists and copyists sub-
mitted to the Govarnment snd the Hon’ble High Court with ncnd
o the fixing of & suitable salary to themf
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The Hon'ble Mr. A. M. MOBERLY: (a): Typists snd copyists are
paid by fees and are not salaried Government servants. The question
of the grant to them of casusl leave with remuneration does not,
therefore, arise.

(b) The question of organising typists and copyists on a salaried
basis was fully examined last year, and it was decided not to take
any action in that direction.

Mauivi SYED MAJID BAKSH: May I know what objection is
there to putting these typists and copyists on a salary basis as in
other departments?

The Hen'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: In the first place they are
piece workers, and it has been decided that work of this kind is best
treated as piece work. In the second place, the cost would be enormous.

Maulvi EYED MAJID BAKSH: Cannot this piece work be jointly
considered as a whole?

Mr. PRESIDENT: l'hat is no question.

8-30 p.m.
Separation of the Judicial from the Exsoutive.

*12, Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: (s) Will the Hon’ble
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state
what has become of the proposal regarding the separation of the
Judicial from the Executive?

(b) Has the Government received any communication in the
matter either from the Secretary of State or from the Government of
India recently?

(c) Does the Geverninent intend to take any action in the matter?
(d) If so, when?

MEMBER In chargs of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the
Hen'bie Mr. A. N. Meberly)t (a), (b), (¢) and (d) The Member is
referred to the answer given in the Council of State on the 1lth
September, 1028, to a question asked on the subject by the Honm’ble
Mr. Mabmood Subrawardy, s copy of which is laid on the library
table,

lamo!tlmﬂpb’ ‘the Government of Beagal unnothh
say further action. :
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‘e, JOCEGH OMANDRA CUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member be
plésibed to state whether the Bengal Government are contemplating
any variation with regard to the relation of Judicial and Executive,
as I find in the reply referred to by the Hon’ble Member that minor
varistions were left to the Provincial Government?

The Hen'bls Mr. A. N. MOBERLY! I have nothing to add to my

answer

Introduction of elective system for the Malda District Beard.

*13. Bsbu ROMES CHANDRA BACOHI: (n) Will the Hon'ble
Member in charge of the Jlaocal Self-tiovernment Department be
pleased to state what steps, if any, have so far been taken to intro-
duce elective aystem in the District Board of Malda?®

(b In it a fact that proposals are going on to establish local
boards in the district?

(¢) 1f the anawer to ih) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Metwn-
ber be pleased to state where und how many local boards are going to be
established ¥

() When is the elective system likely to be fully introduced in
the Malda District Board?

The Hon'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERS (o) to (4)
The elective system is likely to be introduced for the Malda District
Board at the next raconstitution of the District Roard after a local
board bhas been formed. Notification No. 1266 1. 8.-(0., dated the
8th April, 1929, notified the intention of the Government of Bengal
to establish a local board for the whole district of Malda; and it
is hoped that final orders will not be long delayed.

Sabu ROMES CHANDRA BACOHI: Will the Hon'ble Member
be pleased to state whether all the local bodies in the Malda district
will enjoy the privilege of elective system when it is established there?

The Hen'ble 8ir PROVASH OHUNDER WMITTERI I want
notice of the guestion.

Sottioment st Baries! regarding prestssions with musis aleng -
publie o= —"lares,

*14. Bobu PRATUL CHANDRA GANOULIS (s) Is the Hon'bls
Member in charge of the Police Department aware that a sstilement
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was made at Barisal on the Tth July, 1928, in presence of the District
Magistrate about the right of leading procession with music alom;'
public thoroughfares in front of mosques, etc.f

() If so, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased ta state the terms
of that seitlement?

(¢) In it not a fact that several criminal cases (including & case
under section 110 of the Criminal Procedure Code) against Srijnt
Satindra Nath Sen and others were withdrawn by the local authori-
ties after that settlementp

The Hon'ble Mr. A, N. MOBERLY: (a) Yes.

(L) ““ We, the undersigned persons representing Hindus, Muham-
madans, Christians, and other communities residing in this distriet,
do hereby agree and declare—

(1) that every member of the public has the right to take pro-
cessions with music along all public theroughfares through-
out the district at all hours, subject to the statutory power
of the Magistrate regarding control of such processions.

(2) that every community will strive to promot: and maintain
good feeling nmongst all classes of the people,

(1) that the original of this agreement and declaration will remain
in the office of the District Magistrate to be permanently
preserved-—suthenticated copies of which may be availuble
to any member of the public on payment of cost—and ane
original copy will be supplied to each of ths communities
joining in this agreement.”

(¢) No case ogninst Srijut Satindra Nath Sen was withdrawn—
three cases against 23 other persons were withdrawn after the
rettlement.

Seleciion grige posts to the Lowsr Division emistants of the
Bengal Legislative Department.

*18. Kaxl EMDADUL MHOQUE: (o) With reference to the
Finance Department order No. 915-F., dated the 31st Januarv, 1929,
will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Legislative Department be
pleased to state whether the Government have since considered the
question of granting of special selection grade posts te the Lower
Division assistant¥ of the Bengal Legislative Department?

(b) If the answer #o (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble
xmmhwwm'mmmmmwam
that connection?



4@ 11 the question hes not been further considered in the interest
of the Legislative Department, will the Hon'ble Member be pleased
to state the reason therefor?

gl
%A

The Hon'die Sir PROVASH OMUNDER MITTER: (c), (b) and
(¢} Memorials received from the Lower Division assistants on this
point and others relating to their pay and prospects sre under
consideration.

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Will the Hon'ble Member
be pleased to tell us *‘ under consideration *’ by whom?

The Hon'bls Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER! Under the

conaideration of Government.

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Are the proposals ripe for
subuission to the Finance Department?

The Hen'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I have nothing
to ndd to what I have xaid already.

Subsoribing to * Liberty " by Cevernment servants.

*18. Kavira] BIMALANANDA TARKATIRTHA:? (a) Will the
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Political Department he pleased to
state whether it is a fart that the officiating District Magistrate of
Jessore has issued 8 circular prohibiting Government servants from
subscribing to Liberty?

(L) Is this action due to any circular issued by (Government
placing a ban on Lilerty?

MEMBER in chargs of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the
Hon'ble Mr. A. N. Moberly): (a) The answer is in the negative.

(L) The question does not arise.

Selection grade pests in the Lower Division of the Bengal
Sesrstariat.

*17. Kazj EMDADUL MHOQUE:S (s) Witk refersnce -to the
replies given to unstarred questions Nos. 30 and 41 ot the Oouneil
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meetings held on the 8th and 11th February, 1929, respectively, will

the Hon'ble Member in charge of the Finance Department be pleased
to state—

(i) why an extra selection grade post has been sanctioned in the
Agriculture and Industries Department having 15 Lower
Division assistants, and

(11) why the same privilege bas not been extended to the Educa-
tion and Irrigation Departments both having 16 Lower
Division assistants?

(b) Is it a fact that an sdditional selection grade post has been
sanctioned in the case of the Jower Division assistants of the Public
Worke Department having 27 Lower Division assistants, over and
above the number to which they are entitled according to the present
rules?

(¢) If the answer to () is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble
Member be pleased 1o state the circumstances under which the
additional post was sanctioned?

(d) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state why no addi-
tional selection grade post was sanctioned for the Revenue Department
which has got 28 Lower Division assistants?

MEMBER in oharge of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble
Mr. M. C. MoAlp)t (a) (1) The figure 15 shown under column 2
against Agriculture and Industries Departments in the statement laid
on the table in reply to clause (a) of (uestion 30 was an error and
should have been I7. An extra selaction grade post—bringing the
total of such posts to two—has been sanction=d, as this is admissible
sccording to the 10 per cent. rule,

(15) Does not arise.

(b) No.

(¢) Does not arise.

() The augximum number admissible is three—the existing
number of selection grade poata in the department.

Unstarred Questions
(anawers to which were laid en the table).
Amumumwwm'
w Distrist Juige, Bankura.

* m IHAV KUMAR CMATTERIEE: (o) Wlﬂ the Eon'blo
Membir in charge of the Appointment Department be plessed to state
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whither the Government has received sy telegram or leter complain-
ing that Mr. J. De, District Judge of Bankura, openly ceanvassed for
Mr. J. N. Gupta, & candidate for election to the Bengal Legislstive
Countil at the last general election?

{5) Was an open inquiry demanded on this pointf

(c) What are the reasons for not inatituting an open inquiry?

The Hen'ble Mr, A. N. MOBERLY: (a) Governmeni received &
telegram purporting to have been sent by the member who has aiked
this question in which it was stated that there was a strong local
rumour that some pleaders and civil court assistants were canvaming
at the instance of Mr. De.

(b) An inquiry was asked for.

(c) As Mr. De denied the rumour for the truth of whieh the sender
of the telegram did not appear to vouch, no further action was con-
sidered necessary.

Mr. XIRAN SANKAR ROY: Was any telegram sent to Srijut
Bijay Kamar Chatterjee?

The Hew'bie Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Not that I know of.

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY! Does the Hon'ble Memher mean to
say that Mr. Chatterjee was not prepared to vouch for the statement
made in his telegram?

The Hen'bie Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I stated that the sender of
the tzlegram did not appear to vouch for the correctness of the tele-
gram. I am afraid I have not got the telegram with me but the
sender referred to a rumour.

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Will the Hon'ble Member be pleaned
to state when and how did Mr. De deny these rumoum?

The Hen'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I must ask for fresh notiee
of this guestion.

Mr. D. M. ROY: Was the denial of the District Judge of Bankura
considersd sufficient?

The Hon'ble Mr. A, N. MOBERLY: Yes, in view of the circum.
stances,

Bebu SANTOSH KUMAR BASUS Did the Hon’ble Member think
it necessary to make sny reference ¢o the sender of :the telegram m»
tc whether he was prepared to vouch for ils correciness or aot?
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+Tha Hewnle Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: No.

Bebu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: In view of the fact that a
member of this Council vouches for the telegram, are the Government
now preparad to start an inguiry?

The Hon'bis Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: No, Sir.

Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: May I know the reasons?
The Hon'ble Mr, A, N, Moberlys The matter is fnished.
Mr. D. N. ROY: Cannot the guestion be re-opened?

The Hew'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: The member has been returned
snd I do not see how the question can be reopened now.

Aliegation of canvassing at election against Subdivisional
Offiosr, Bankura.

2. Srijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: (a) Will the Hon'ble
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state
how long Babu Anadi Ranjun Bose is stationed at Bankura as Sub-
divisional Officer?

(b) Did the Government receive any complaint against him about
his meddling in election affairs?

-{c) Is it a fact that he was in charge of Bengal Legislative Council
Flection in Bankurs and in charge of election office?

(d) Is it a fact that he openly canvassed for Mr. J. N. Gupta?
(») Did the Government receive any telegram for an open inquiry?

() It so, “what. steps, if any, have the Government taken on the
said telegram?

The Hen'ble Mr, A. N. MOBERLY: (a) Since (ctober 25th, 1926.

(5) Yea.

() Yeu.

(&) No.

(¢) Governmiagt recelved a telegram in which immediste inter-
vention muquahd_i, There was no yoquest for sa imguiry.

{f) Nome; the matier wes primarily ome for the local ofiewrs, and
there was no indieation thii they had been approached.
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‘& Manivi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Eon’ﬂi
Momber in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state
whether this Government has imued any instructions to the Geverniaent
of the lnﬂodPronnmtotakoapomdmol Mr. Musafiar Ahmed of
Bengsl, a convict in the Cawnpur Bolshevik case, who is uporhd to be
suffering from phtbhiasis, as a patient and an invalid?

The Hew'ble Mr. . N. MOBERLY: No such request has besn
made by this Government.

LA

Maviana Md. Akram Khan's pligrimage to Meses.

4 Maeulvi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: (o) Will the Hou'ble
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state
whether it is a fact that the Mussalman pilgrims generally visit Meoca,
Medina and Palestine, the three important shrines, when they go to
pilgrimage from India?

(b) Is the Hon'ble Member aware that Maulana Md. Akram Khan
was not granted a passport to visit Palestine when he went ¢o pilgrim-
age to Mecca this year?

{¢) i{ no passport was granted to him, will the Hon'ble Member
be pleased to state the reason therefor?

(d) Is it a fact that persons other than Maulans Md. Akram Khan
were grauted passports to visit Palestine this year?

(¢) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble
Member be pleased to state the reasons for the differentis]l trestment?

(N Is it & fact that the political views of Maulana Md. Akram
Ehan stood in the way of the privilege of visiting the holy shrine
of Palestine? .,

The Hen'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: (a) The majority of Mussal-
man pilgrims from India do not visit Palestine.

(b) and () Maulana Md. Akram Kban did not spply for a pass.
port to visit Palestine.

(d) Yes, .

(e) and (f) Do not arive.

Wum&mmn::;_t-h
1008 and 9920,

5 Sifjet TARAKNATH MUNERIBA: Will the Hon’ble w

in charge of the Appointment Department be plessed to stabe the
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total expenditure incurred by Government for conducting the general
election of members to the Bengal Legislative Council in the years

1926 and 1929 respectively ?

The Hen'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: In 1926 the cost of preparing
electoral rolls was Ras. 1,34,935-15-7. The cost of conducting the
elections was Rs. 77,011-4-10. The cost of conducting the elections
in 1929 is not yet known.

Rural water-supply in the 24-Parganas.

6. Mauivi MUHAMMAD SAADATULLAH: (a) Is the Hon'ble
Member in charge of the Local Self-Government Department aware
that the people of the major portions of the 24-Parganas district
acutely suffer for want of good drinking water?

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking any
special measure for an adequate supply of good drinking water?

The Hon'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (a) and (b) The
problem of rural water-supply in the 24-Parganas is similar to that in
many other districts. The following extract from the Commissioner’s
report on District Boards for the vear 1927-28 gues to show that the
puosition is improving :—

“ In the 24-Parganus sinking of 150 tube-wells, excavation of 5
tanks, re-excuvation of 25 tanks and two masonry wells were com-
pleted during the year under report. In addition a good number of
tube-wells were sunk by the Union Boards. The excavation of seven
tanks, four masonry wells and sinking of 40 tube-wells were under
construction. The total number of tube-wells came to 841, and the
Board maintained s staff consisting of one Inspector, one mechanic and
five mistries to look after them. A sum of Rs. 12,898 was paid by the
Board for the combined water-supply scheme to supplement the Govern-
ment grant placed under the District Magistrate for the sinking of
tube.wells and excavation of tanks in rural areas done through the
Jocal Boards, Union Boards and I'nion Committees. It is reported
that the Board was able to remove to some extent the water scarcity
of the district.”’

The expenditure of the District Board on water-supply in the same
year was Ra. 96,247, and the propesals for a special water-supply loan
inclide an application for a loan of Rx. 1,600,000 from this Board. An
annual allotment is made by the Commissioner to the Diatrict Magis-
trate out of the provision of Re. 2,560,000 for expenditure on water-
supply. Government have no special measures in contemplation for
this district apart from its general policy.
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Bshe MANMATHA NATH ROY: Will the Hon’ble Member be
pleased to state when the scheme for a loan of a crore of rupzee to
the district boards which was proposed three years ago is to be given
sffect to?

The Hen’bls Sir PROVASH CHUNOER MITTER: That does not
arise over this question. This question is only limited to the district
of the 24-Parganas. There is another question relating to the whole
province when this supplementary question might arise.

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question does not arise and the Hon'ble
Member need not reply.

Barisal Medical Scheel.

7. Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bahadurt Will
he Hon'ble Member in charge of the ILaocal Self-Government (Medical)
Jepartment be pleased to state—

1) when the allotment for the construction of Barisal Medicsl School
rill be made;

(1) when the construetion is likely to begin; and

(111} when the school is likely to bhe started?

MEMBER in ocharge of LOCAL SELF-COVERNMENT
(MEDICAL) DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble 8ir Provash Chunder
Mitter): (:) A supplementary demand for Rs. 84,366, the first in-
talment of the funds required, is before this session of the l.egisla-
iive Council.

(i) A« soon ass possible after the land acquisition proceedings,
rhich, it is hoped, will be completed before the end of the year.

(i) 1t is too early to forecust the date of opening the school.

Cumti floed.

8. Bsbu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: (a) Is the Hon'ble Member
o charge of the Revenue Department aware that there was a disastrous
lood in the district of Tippera in June, 1929, owing to breaches in the
ymbankments of the Gumti river?

(b) 1f the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Mem-
rer be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing—

{r) the area affscted by the flood ;

(%) the area of agricultural land so affected;
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(i26) the ares of that portion of the affected land on which standing
paddy crop waa destroyed at the time of the flood ;

(iv) the total value of the crop damaged; and
(v) the total damage to houses and other properties?

MEMBER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble
Sir Provash Chunder Mitter): (a) Yes

(b) (1) 9775 square miles.

(1) 53 square miles.

(iit) 45-66 square miles.

() Rupees 24,56,550 (Rs. 17,54,400 for paddy and Rs. 7,02,150 for
jute).

() 25 to 30 houses were actually brought down. There was no loss
of life or cattle.

Loan for rural water-supply asked by the District Board of Hooghly.

9. Brijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: (1) Will the Hon'ble
Member in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased
to state whether it is a fact that the District Board of Hooghly applied
to the Government for a lonn of Rs. 2,00,000 for rural water-supply
about two yenrs ago?

(b If the answer to {@) ix in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble
Member be pleased to state when this loan ix likely to be granted?

The Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (a) and (}) The
Hooghly Dintrict Board resolved last year to approach Government for a
loan of Rs. 3,00,000 as part of the scheme for a water-supply loan; but
details of the proposals and the formal application for the loan have
not yet been received. As most of the District Boards that applied
for loans for water-supply did not follow the suggestions contained
in the Government letter of the 28th May, 1928, and as some of the
Dintrict Boards made 8 number of fresh propoesls it became necessary
to examine certain questions raised in the letters of the various District
Boards. The questions so raised are still under the considerstion of
Government, and a further communication will be made to the Hooghly
District Board after a decision has been reached.

Propesed everbridge line for Khulna Ghat statien.

% Mauivi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHENY: (a) Will the
Hon'ble Member in charge of the Public Works (Railways) Department
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be pleased to state whether it in a fact that the passengers from Kbulna
station intending to board different steamers of various lines from
Kbulss line station are to cross the railway line with a considerable
risk of their lives?

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the afirmative, will the Hon'ble
Member be pleased to state what step the Government propose to take
in the matter?

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of asking the
Railway authorities either to construct an overbridge or to make another
platform opposite the station for the steamer passengers?

MEMBER in charge of PUBLIC WORKS (RAILWAYS)
DEPARTMENT (the Mon’bis Mr. M. C. MoAlpin): (a) For certain
steamer services passenpers have to cross the railway lines. No case
of accidant arising therefrom is on record, which would have been
avoided had there been an overbridge.

(h) and (¢) The Railway authoritiex recognise the desirability of
constructing an overbridge and have called for detailed plans and
estimates. The work will be taken in hand as soon as funds can be
allotted.

Bills to amend certain Bengal Aocts.

11, Srijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: (¢) Will the Hon'ble
Member in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be
pleased to state whether it is in the contemplation of Government to
introduce in the Bengal Legislative Council in the near future Bills
to amend—

(1) the Bengal Local Self-Government Aot of 1885 (Bengul Act
I1T of 1886);

(2) the Bengal Village Self-(Jovernment Act, 1919 (Bengal Act
YV of 1919); and

(3) the Bengal Municipal Act, 18849

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affrmative, will the Hon'ble
Member be pleased to state when those amending Bills are expected
to be ready for introduction in the Council P

The Hen'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (a) and (b)
There is scope for the amendment of these Acts, but no Bills for the
purpose sre included in the legislative programme of Governmemh for
this Seesion, nor can it be said when they will be introduced.
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Prooession with music in publio thoreughfares of Patuakhali.

12. Dr. MOHINI MOMAN DAS: (a) Is the Hon’ble Member in
charge of the Police Department aware that the settlement of the
Patuekhali dispute was effected at Barisal on the 7th July, 1928¢%

(b) Is it a fact that prominent members of all communities and
Government officials in the district were parties to this settlement?

(c) Is it a fact that several criminal cases against Srijut Satindra
Nath Sen and others were withdrawn by the authorities as a part of the
settlement ?

The Hon’bie Mr. A, N. MOBERLY: (o) Yes.
(b) Yes.

(c) No case against Srijut Satindra Nath Sen was withdrawn.
Three cases against 23 other persons were withdrawn in view of but
not as part of the settlement,

Supply of food to Bengali prisoners transferred outsids,

13. Babu PRATUL CHANDRA GANGULI: (s) Will the Hon'ble
Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department be pleased to
stute whether the Benguli political prisoners transferred to other
provinces are supplied with food to which they are accustomed?

(h) If the answer to (@) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble Member
be pleasad to state the remrsons therefor?

The Hon’ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (a) and ()
Bengali prisoners are supplied with food according to the rules in
force in the Province in which they are confined.

Babu PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULI: Will the Hon'ble
Member be pleased to «tate whether the Bengal political prisoners
transferred to other provinces are supplied with food to which they
are accustomed? The answer already given in the printad paper in
reply to my question is no answer to my quastion. Therefore I am
repeating it. ,

Mr, 4. M. SEN CUPTA: On a point of order, Sir, I submit that
the answer which is printed is no answer to the fint part of the
question. The question was whether the Bengnl Political prisoners
tranaferred to other provinces are supplied with food to which they
are accustomed and the answer was that the Bengal prisonars are
supplied with food according to the rules in foree in the provinee ia
which they have been transferred. 1 submit this is no answer.
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e, PRESIDENT: T have bhad on severs! occasions to mweet points
like the one that you have raised and every time I made it abundantly
clear that the members have got to accept the answers as they are
snd they can not insist upon a Member of Govarnment to give any
answer other than what he had thought fit to give.

Mr. J. M. 8EN CUPTA: Now that we have pointed this out will
the Hon’ble Member be pleased to give 8 proper answer to the question?

Mr. PRESIDENT: [ have not the slightest objection to admit it
as a supplementary question,

The Hon'bie Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTVER: I have given
as full a reply as poswsible and furthermors 1 feel the hon'ble member
will realise that it is not a8 matter within my special cognisance.

Mr. PRESIDENT: The point is whether Bengal political prisoners
transferred to other provinces are supplied with food to which they
are accustomed.

The Hen’ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: | am not in

a position to add anytb.ng more as it relates to other provinces.

Maulvi ABUL KASEM: Are we to understand that the Member
of the Government can gxive any answer rzlevant or irrelevant which
he thinks necessary in reply to a qusstion? I so, what is our
remedy ¥

Mr. PRESIDENT: | huve often told you that the remedy lies in
putting supplementary (aestions,

Mr. D. N. ROY: Will the Hon'ble Memher be pleased to state
whether the food supplied according to the rules in force in the
province is the food which is usually taken by Bangalis?

The Her’hls Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I cannot tell

you. It relates to varinus provinces,

Mr. 4. M. SEN GUPTA: Does the Hon'bls Member know that
rice is the food gemerally taken by Bengalis and in other provinces
chapaties are supplied to prisoners¥

The Hewbie Sir PROVASM CHUNDER MITTER: I know that.
In other provinces the prisoners are supplied food according t}‘)“mlu
in force in the jail there. :
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Babu SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Was any sttempt made by the
Hon’ble Member to find out whether the food supplied was according
to tha Bengal custom and whether any specific inquiry was made?

The How'bis 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: No, becauss
under the Jail Code it is not perhaps always possible.

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Is it not possible fo make
inquiries with a view to change the rules in the Jail Codes of other
provinces P

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MISTER: No, it is not
possible for another prucince. '

Receiving barge at Sandwip station.

14. Maulvi SYRD JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: (a) Is the
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Marine Department aware that
recently the flat steamer attached to the Sandwip station in the Barisal-
Chittagong line was damaged by the storm?

(b) Is the Hon’ble Member also aware that it has been replaced by
a much smaller flat steamer?

(o) Is it also a fact that the latter is very unsuitable and risky for
the landing of passengers?

(d) If the answer to (¢) 1s in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble
Member be pleased to state what steps, if any, the Government proposes
to take in the matter?

The How'ble Mr. M. C. MOALPIN: (a) Yes. The receiving barge
at Sandwip was slightly damaged in a storm on the 5th June last and
had to be withdrawn for repairs.

(b) The dimensions of the barge which was withdrawn were
86'x 16’ x7’, and it was replaced by one measuring 75'x18/x7’,

(c) The pressnt receiving harge is fitted in exactly the same manner
as the one which has been withdrawn, and a similar barge served at
Sandwip satisfactorily for a period of about two years prior to August,
1927.

(d) Does not arise,

Provident Fund of teachers in nen-Civsiz =2 Arts Celleges.

15. Maulvi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: (a) Is the Hon'ble
Member in charge of the Education Department aware that many sided
and upaided private Arts colleges are being managed on a deficit
lmdtai .
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(b) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that some of these colleges have
not been able to start Provident Funds for the teachers owing to
shortness of funds?

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of giving
special grants to these colleges towards their Provident Funds, as they
have done in the case of many secondary schools? If so, when?

MEMBER in oharge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the
Hoew'ble Mr. M. C. McAlpin): (a) Government are aware that some
non-Government Arts colleges have been financially affectad, perhaps
temporarilv, on account of fall in the number of students and the
vonsequent diminished fee-income.

(b) Government have no information.
(¢) No.

Crants to lecal statutery bodies.

16. Babu BANAT KUMAR RAY CHAUDHURI: Will the
Hon'’ble Member in charge of the Local Self-Government Department
be pleased to state—

(1} the amount actually paid out of Provincial revenues as grants
to—
(1) municig.alities,
(2) district and local hoards,
(3) union boards,
(4) Calcutts Improvement Trust,

per annum 1n the province;

(1) the principles upon which the distribution of the available
funds is made to the above bodies; and

(tis) whether the resolution of Government of India in 1918 that
these bodies should receive a certain portion of the cesses
Jevied within their areas, is followed or taken into consi-
deration ?

The How'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (:) The follow-
ing figures have been compiled from the reports for the year 1927-28: —
(1) Rs. 3,33,376.
(2) Rs. 38,16,568.
(3) Ra. 1,31,500.
(4) Ra, 1,50,000.
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() It would be impossible within the scope of a reply to a question
10 deal adequately with the principles governing the distribution of
grants to the various types of local body, but the ultimate criterion is
that of local needs in relation to local resources and local efforts. Other
demands on Provincial Revenues and the financial position of the
Province have also to be considered.

(1tr) There is no cess in municipal areas. All cesses less cost of
collections are made over to district boards. Union boards are con-
stituted under the Bengal Village Self-Government Aect, 1919, and
were not in existence when the resolution of the Government of India
in 1818 was published. Section 45 of the Bengal Village Self-Govern-

ment Act of 1919 provides for grants-in-aid by district boards to
union boards.

Babu SANAT KUMAR RAY CHAUDHURISI: Was the resolution
of the (fovernment of India of 1918 intended to apply to village
panchayets now occupied by newly constituted union boards?

The Hon'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: The answer
to the first part is in the affirmative and that to the second part in
the negative,

Appointment of Honorary Magistrates from depressed classes.

17. Rai 8ahib REBATI MOHAMN SARKER: (o) Will the
Hon'ble Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to
lay on the table a statement showing the present number of Honorary
Magistrates recruited from the depressed classes in Bengal?

{h) Are the GGovernment considering the desirbility of recruiting
more Honorary Magistrates from the depressed classes?

The Hon'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: (¢) Government have no
information.

(b) There is me objection to appointing Honerary Magistrates
from the depressed classes if by their education, public spirit and
character they are found to be suitable.

Principaiship ef Bethune Collegs.

18 Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEEK: (a) Is the Hon'ble
Member in charge of the Education Department aware that a resolu-
tion moved by Mr. J. N. Basu in the Bengal Legislative Council on
the 13th March, 1924, was passed urging the Government to consider
the desirability of appointing an Indian lady as Principal of the
Bethune College? ‘
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(8) Is it a fact that Miss G. M. Wright, permassnt Principal of
the Betbume College, has retired from service?

() Tn it a fact that Mrs. Rajkumari Das is acting as Principal
of the College?

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of confirming
Mrs. Rajkumari Das as permanent Principal of the College?

The Hon'ble Mr. M. C. MOALPIN: (a) Yes.
(b) Yes.
(c) Yes.

(d) The Principalship of the Bethune College ix a special post in
the Indian Educational Service, and according to the orders of the
Secretary of State for India no appointment to the Indian Educational
Service can be made at present. The Secretary of State has suthorised
the local Government to create a higher Provincial Educational
Service in lieu of the Indian Educational Service, and the question
of the creation of such a service is under the consideration of Govern-
ment. When the proposed new service is created it will be possible
to take up the question of the desirability of appointing Mrs. R. Das
substantively.

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon'ble Member
ke pleased to state whether it is proposed to appoint u Europeun ludy
ar Principal of the Bethune College?

The Hon'ble Mr. M. C. MoALPIN: No, | have not heurd of the

proposal.

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon'hle Member
be pleased to state when a permanent Principal is going to be
appointed ?

The Hen’ble Mr. M. C. MOALPIN: The question of permanence
is a technical question.

Mr. PRESIDENT: I cannot follow you.

The Hen’ble Mr. M. C. MoALPIN: It is o technical question con-
nected with the formation of the new educational services. When the
higher Provincial Eaucational Service is creatsd the technicality will
be removed.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the Hon’hle Member be
pleased to explain to the House as to what his idea is mbout technical
question ®

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is no question.
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Construction of Pirejpur Covernment Sohoo!l building.

19. Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bashadur:
Will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Education Department
be pleased to state—

(1) when allotment for the construction of Pirojpur (Bakarganj)
(Government School building will be made; and
(¢7) when the construction is likely to begin?

The Hon’ble Mr. M. C. MoALPIN: (i) It cannot be stated
definitely when the necessary funds may become available for allot-
ment. :

(z©) The construction of the building depends on the allotment of
the necessary funds.

Distriot Exoise officers.

20. Dr. MOHINI MOHAN DAS: (o) Will the Hon'ble Member
in charge of the Agriculture and Industries (Excise) Department be
pleaned to state whether it is a fact that while the District Excise
officers are on tour, the licensees, whose shops they inspect, are com-
pelled to secure their fooding and all other necessaries?

(b) 1f the ansawer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble
Member be plensed to state what action, if any, has been taken in
the matter?

(¢) If no action has heen taken, are the Government considering
the desirability of holding public inquiry into the matter?

MEMBER in charge of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES
(EXCI8E) DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Mr. M. C. MoAlpin)s
(@) Officers of the Excise Department are prohibited from accepting
anything whatsoever from Excise licensees, and departmental pro-
ceedings are taken against any officer who is detected doing so.

(5) and (c) Do not arise.

Allotment of times for the disposal of the demands for grants.

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have to remind the members that under the
orders of His Excellency the following are the times allotted for the
disposal of the several demands for grants under the major heads:—

Heads. Hour. Minutes.
32.—Medical 1 15
34.—Agriculture 0 26
41.—Civil Works 0 16
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DEMANOS FOR CRANTS.

32.—Maedical.

The Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (in the recom-
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a
sum of Rs. 50,000 be granted for expenditure uuder the head
‘ 32.—Medical " for grant to the Calcutta Hospital Nurses'
Tnstitution.

This, Sir, is 8 non-recurring grant to enable the Nurses' Institution
to tide over their immediate finuncial difficulties. It appears that
in the year 1928 their deficit amounted to over Ra. 50.000. It also
appears that during the lust three years the institution has been
working at a deficit, and the total amount of the deficit for the laat
three years is about Rs. 70,000. The institution hus almost reached
the limit of its overdrawing powers from the bank: and, unlems
immediate help be forthcoming, the institution will be placed in an
extremely difficult position.

As a result of its financial psition the institution had to stop
recruiting from April last. The effect of this stoppage has been that
the nurses in the Medical College Hoapital ure being overworked.
Some of the probationers on aceount of overwork have left their
service and nursing in the hospital is suffering. In the interest of
the hospitals of Caleutta it is of the utmost importance to give this
timely relief to the Nurses' Inatitution.

With these words, Nir, I move the demand that stands in my
name.

Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: I bheg to move that the demand
of Rs. 50,000 under the head ** 32.-—Medical '* for grant to the
Calcutta Hospital Nurses' Institution be reduced by Rs. 49,600.

It was only four months ago in March last that we fully diacussed
this subject in she House. The demand was then made for a lakh
of rupees and there was ronsiderable reluctance on the part of mont
of the members to support the (Government proposal. A compromise
was at last arrived at; and although there was not a definite promise
but there was something like a promise made that efforts would be
made to train Indian nurses. To-day no reason has been given by
the Hon’ble Member why within these four months is has been found
necessary to come forward with a further demand of Ra. 50,000 under
that head again. The only reason given is that during the last three
years the deficit of the instisution amounted to Rs. 70,000. If thet
is so it was within the knowledge of the Hon'ble Member in charge
in March last and why was it that he did not then make u demand
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of one lakh and seventy thousand rupees. Why these demshds are
being made piecemeal 1 do not understand. If 1 remember aright
the Hon’ble Member then stated that a large number of Indian ladies
were not coming forward to take their training in nursing and that
is the reason why Indian women could not be trained as nurses. In
the course of the speech—if I remember aright—bhe invited the co-
operation of my friends Dr. Bidban Chandra Roy and Dr. Kumud
Sankar Ray to work out s scheme for the purpose of giving training
to Indian nurses.

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: On a point of personal explanation.
The Hon'ble Member referred to the scheme in his speech but since
then I have heard nothing about it.

Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: I was about to «ay that. Before
we vote for the supplementary demand I should like to know whether
the Hon’ble Membher had asked the help of the two eminent Doctors
he named to formulate the scheme or any step has been taken to
carry out the scheme if one is already prepared. I fear, Sir, that
nothing has been done, that no attempt has been made to train Indian
nurses and now we are told that because there is a deficit we should
grant another Rs. 50,000. I am not much in touch with the Corpors-
tion now but 1 understand there was a hot discussion with regard
to the Corporation grant to this institution and that a compromise
was arrived at on a promise being made that some Indian women would
be trained as nurses. If I am incorrect in my statement I hope the
Corporution members who are also members of this Council will correct
me.

My next point is this: Perhaps it would be said that it i¢ difficult
to train Indian women as nurses; they have not got much English
education. I do not know whether this is a suflicient reason why Indian
women could not be trained as nurses. Certainly they can be trained
even if they are not educated in English-—they can be trained in
Bengali, instructions as to the names of medicines, in the use of
instruments can be given in Bengali. It was said by Mr. Clarke
that there are over 70,000 Indiun patients in the hospitals, while the
number of European patients was only 8,000 or 9,000. If this is »0
there is all the more reason why Indian women should be trained as
nurses for the purpese of attending to these Indian patients. I do
not know whether (Jovernment has ever thought that not only women
but men should also be trained iu the art of nursing. 1 understand
that this is being done in the Carmichael Medical College.

It is said that thess nurses are trained in this institution for the
purpose of acting as nurses in the different hospitals in Calcutis but
I believe that nurses who are trained in these institutions also enjoy
the privilege of private practice and some of them are not evem in
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touch -with any of the hospitals. If you look up Telephone Guide
you will find there are centres where these European nurses trained
in this institute may be found. We find a Nurses' Bureau at 116,
Elliott Roed. There is another nurses centre at 36, Chowringhee,
und there are other centres also. 1 should like to know whether theae
nurses have been trained in this institute or not before we vote for
this demand. I know that these nurses demand very high fees for
attending patients and 1 do not know whether provincial revenues
ought to be charged for the purposes of training of these nurses in
order that they may practice as private nurses charging high fees.
My submission is that until n scheme ia made out to train Indian
women at nurses, provincial revenue ought not to be charged in this
manner for the Hospital Nurses’ Institute.

4 p.m.
Mr. PRESIDENT: It will save quite a lot of time if we have

une discunsion on all the three motions,

The following motion standing in the name of Srijut Taraknath
Mukerjea was called but not moved : —

“ That the demund of Re. 50,000 under the head * 32.—Medical '
for grant to the Caleutta Hospital Nurses' Institution be reduced by
Re. 1 (to open a discus<ion to say that this grant is too much and’
also to say that while very poor grants have heen made to the more
important medical works so much have been granted to the Calcutta
Hospital Nurses' Institu-ion).”’

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: ! beg to move that the demand
of Ra. 50,000 under the head ** 32.—Medical '’ for grant to the
Calcutta Hospital Nurses' Institution be reduced by Re. 1.

This token cut of Re. 1 i» meant to raise a debate on the question-
of employment of and facilities for Indian nurses—a subject which
has already been touched upon by my learned friend Mr. B. K. Howe,
the mover of the motion for reduction. In March last, as has been
mentioned by Mr. B. K. Bose, the Hon'ble Sir P. C. Mitter assured
vhis House, when this House voted a demand of Rs. 1 lakh for the
same purpose, that he would formulate a scheme for the training of
on adequate number of Indian nurses. It appears that in four months
the Institute needs Ra. 50,000 more. [t may be known to the members
of this House that the Calcutta Hospital Nurses' Institute was estab-
lished about 70 years ago for the purpose of training, recruiting and
supplying the entire nursing staff to certain hospitals in Caleutts and
the more important of these hospitals are the Presidency General
Hospital and the Medical College Hospital. One essential point to
be noted is that this Institute enjoys s monopoly in the matter of
supply of nurses to these hospituls. I do not deny that the Nurses™
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Institute which was started 70 years ago had done splendid work,
especially at a time when there was no other institution for training
norses in this country and no Indian ladies could be available for
the purpose; but though the state of things has mow changed, the
privilege of serving as nurses in these hospitals has remained a
privilege for a few and the Indian ladies are demied the privilege of
being trained in this Inastitute. I must eay that I do not raise any
1acial question and I hate raising racial questions while discussing
any subject in this House. The question which I raise is a question
purely of principle.

In the hospitals served by this Institute, about one lakb of indoor
and outdoor patients are treated; of these 14,000 are Europeans and
Anglo-Indians and 86,000 are Indians. I do not grudge our Anglo-
Indian and European friends being nursed by their own people but
the question which arises is, whether the Anglo-Indian nursing staff
is at all suitable for the 86,000 Indian patients. ©)f course there is
the question of expense; it cannot be denied that Indian nurses may
Le had ot certainly much less cost. I do not presy that point at pre-
sent hut the more important point now is whether the Anglo-Indian
nurses are at all suitable for the purpose of Indian patients. It con-
not be denied that our Anglo-Indian nursex do not understand the
language of the Indian patients; they do not know the manners and
customs of these Indian patients and they are not in a position to
appreciate the small details which are essential to u successful relation-
ship of the patient and the nurse. It ix suid and iv is often urged
that the Indian nurses of the right type ure not available. I deny
that charge and say that it cannot be true. Dr. Bidhan Ch. Roy
will be able to testify that he is the head of an institution which has
1rained nurses purely from the bhadralog class and so also Dr. Kumud
Sankar Roy can testify to the successful working of the Chittaranjan
dloepital by Indian nurses. It cannot be true to say that the
Institution has failed to secure the right type of Indian ladies suit-
able for nursing. The Institute in its report in 1927 said, and there
the truth came eunt, that they were not prepared to train Indian nurses
without additional grants from the Government and the Corporation.
“That is the real reason, that is the truth, and it is a mere camouflage
to say that the right type of Indian nurses are not available. The
<conclusion seems to me to be this: that the Institute has either no
inclination to secure the proper type of Indian ladies or it does not
enjoy the confidence of the Indian public. In either case, I would
ask the Institute to give up this monopoly of supplying nurses. When
Indian nurses have proved successful such a monopoly is wholly
unjustiied. Dr. Bidhan Ch. Roy and Dr. Kumud Sankar Roy are
4here and there are various others who are in a position to train Indian
nureee for these hospitals. If the Inskitute has failed in its duty I
would ask the Government to employ some other means for providing
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an adequate number of Indian nurses for these hospitals. It was only
the other day I found that this Institute at the instance of the
Calcntia Corporation offered to train four Indian nurses. 1 ask this
House whether this is a number sufficient for the purpose or in any way
near it. I emphatically repudiate the suggestion that an adequate
number of suitable Indian nurses are not available or that they have
been found wanting.

Mr, W, L. TRAVERS: During the March session we had what
1 thought a very instructive debate upon the subject which is now
before the Council. was wy thought towards the comclusion of
that debate that we had come to some sort of rough arrangement
between this side of the House and the other in regard to this great
and important subject of nursing. There is a desire, a perfectly
natural and a perfectly reasonable desire, amongst Bengalis that more
wirls of their community sbould be taught and instructed in the great
tosk of nursing and that more of them should adopt that form of
livelihood. Up to the present she Calrutta Nurses Institute although
they bave tried have not been successful in getting either the right
class or the right type of Indian girls for that teaching. On the
other hand it wax clearly expressed in the budget debate thut certain
ewinent Indian doctors who are alswo social reformers had been
successful. 1 said then and 1 suy now with the greatest emphasis
that the British group here—and more shan the British group
all Britishers in Calentta -and all of them have the greatest sympathy
with the Jesire und are willing to push forward the scheme in any
wny which ix open to them. It seems to me now that we have got to
what may be stated to be a stumbling block. What is required is a
scheme or programme uand I hope and trust that “hefore tha next
budget comes up a xcheme or programme for the training of Indian
uurses will have been prepared. 1 am very sorry that I myself do
not live in Calcutta or else I would be glad to work for this admirable
object. Meanwhile, as I sxay let us hope that by next March when we
discuss the budget we shall have a scheme before us and we, on this
side of the House, will be able to redeem with the greatest pleaxnre
the pledge that we have made to support this proposal for a grant
from Uovernment.

But meanwhile there is the question of this Nursing Institution
itself. There is no doubd apparently that it is so far as its finunce in
concerned in a very bad way. For four years there was a deficit and
that deficit had gradually increased until there is a net deficit of
Re. 50,000 over and beyond the amount that it has received from
Government. As the position is at present though more Indisn nuress
are being trained it seems to mse that the only society for the momens
to supply nurses to the hospitals is the Calcutta Nurses’ Isstitetion
and that for the present it is our duty and our job to suppart thet

' 4
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institution (mind we Britishers do our best to help the institution by
voluntary subscriptions as well). But as I say let us hope that next
March there will be either a grant to a Branch of the Calcutta Nursing
Institution to deal with Indian nurses or to a sister organisation and
the mover of this resolution will find that we on this side will, as I
say, carry out our pledge of support to the letter. In the nieantime
I ask this House to vote this grant witheut very much more dehate.

Babu SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: As one connected with the
civic administration of this great city I feel reluctant to oppose a
grant of this character, but 1 feel bound to oppose this particular
motion for grant. I support the amendment moved by wy fiiend
Mr. B. K. Bose. This question of grant to the Calcutta Hospital
Nurses' Instibution is not new either to this House or to the other
body-~1 mean, the Corporation of Calcutta. In meetings of the
Calcutta Corporation this question has been raised again and again
and it has been decided that we should not vote the full grant unless
nnd until we can come to some sort of a compromise with the Hospital
Nurses' Institution and enforce the considered decision of the Indian
people of the city, viz., that there should be a really decent number
of trained Indian nurses available for nursing the Indian patients of
the city.

4-16 p.m.

We have been told times without number whenever thexe motions
come up before public bodies that when the next step is taken, pro-
vision for Indian nurses will be made; but that step never comes,
and the old, old plea is put forward repeatedly that the right class of
Indian nurses is not available. Sir, I say that the old, old plea of
the right class of Indian nursex not being avuilable, has been invariably
trotted out in this city for many vears, and it is time that some other
new plea had been found out. The Indian Civil Service was at one
time a British monopoly, the recruitment to it was entirely British,
but times hayve changed and Indians are now recruited as members of
that Service on the scil of India. Now do the nursing staff of the
Calcutta Medical College Hospital require such a rare and high type
of training, that recruits cannot be had from among Indian ladies?
Times without number we have been told that Indian ladies cannot
be had. I refuse to believe it. 1 call it a libel on the mothers and
sisters of our race. Am I to believe that ladies of India who have
been well-known from the ancient ages for their great learning and
inclination towards the sacred work of nursing are unfit to work as
hospital nurnes’in Calcutta? Those hospitals in Calcutta where
nursing is not controlled by this trade union will bear ample testimony
to the fact that Indian nurees of the best type are available there.
Connected as I have been with the Sambhu Nath Pandit Hoepital
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for s pumber of years as & member of the governing body I bear
testimony to the fact that Indian nurses of the best iype are avail-
able in this city. I have it on the testimony of Colone] Denbam-
White $bat he is perfectly satisfied with the type of ladies he gets there
for training. Yet it is said that Indian nurses of the right type do not
come forward for training. I would suggest to the Hon'ble Member
who has made this demand that, before this supplementary grant is
pressed before this House, he ought to keep back this present motion
for the time being and bring is forward after a lapse of four months
after a decent advance has been made in the framing of a scheme
for the training of Indian nurses.

With regard to the plea about which we have heard again and
again on the flour of this House as well as outside that if this supple-
mentury grant is passed this vesr. next time we come up we shall
put forward something tangible for the Indian nurses. But the time
has come now for us 1o assume n determined attitude und refuse this
grant this year and leave it to the Government and their European
friends to prepure o scheme for the immediate training of Indian
nurses.

Thix supplementary demund in made on the ground that a deficit
has taken place. May we know who exercises the requisite check or
supervision over the expenditure incurred by this Institution? There
is no check or control exercised even hy the Government over its
expenditure., As in the medical service, this Institution should be
provincialised so that ihe representatives of people may have some
sort of conteol over itx expenditure through the (fovernment. I know
the expenses incurred there are un a large scale. 1 concede that the
nurses, having regara to the special nature of their occupation, require
some extra comforts, some additionsl amenities. 1 quite see that,
but at the sume time I do say that the members of this House ought
to have some opportunity of control or check over the expenditure of
the Institution. If this grant bas got to he made, they must take
some representatives from this House on their committee. So far as
this House is concerned, can it exercise the slighteat control over the
expenditure incurred there? Still we are asked time and again to
pass supplementary grunts to meet deficits for the Hospital Nurses’
Institution. I think the whole principle is intrinsically wrong.
Before supplementary grant ix passed, we want to have a clear and
definite assurance that Government will consider all these points fully
and satisfy the House that they will act according to the wishes of the
Indian representatives of the people in this House.

Mr, D. J. COMEN: The arguments advanced by some members of
this House show that they are really against the Government who have
vot made provision for the training of Tndian nurses. The members of
Calcutta Hospital Nurses’ Institution are sppointed by Goverfiment
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and therefore the Institute is not responsible for the fact that only two
Corporation representatives are included on the governing body. The
Institution has always agreed to train Indian nurses; the Corporation
asked them to train four Indian nurses as a start and only three weeks
ago they had sanctioned the furniture grant to enable them to begin
this work; the arrangement however is that the Indian nurses must be
paid on the same scale as European nurses. Government, I understand,
have a scheme in hand for training chesaper Indian nurses. Whether
that scheme be sanctioned or not is a different matter. I may only
tell the House how serious the situation is with which the Calcutta Hos-
pital Nurses’ Institution is faced owng to lack of funds. It has had to
stop recruiting, because if they were to continue recruiting, it means in-
curring an obligation to train nurses for n definite period of years, and
they do not know their position. The Institution is suffering now from a
deficit of Rs. 50,000. T.et me give you the figures for the last few
vears to show how the deficit has grown up. The deficit was in—

Rs.
1925 . 2441
1924 ... 8,030
1927 ... 10,351
1928 ... 50,202

So fur as the increase in annual expenditure ix concerned, it is due
1eally to expansion.  Expenditure had also to be incurred to
provide additional nurses for the new Eye Hospital and they
will shortly be called upon to provide additional nurses for the Eden
Hospital.  All this requires money, and unless this House is pre-
pared o pass this amount, the work can not possibly go on. The
T'rincipal of the Medical College will be forced to close down wards to
be able to meet the cuse  Already within three months, recruiting
having been stopped, they have got about 20 nurses less than the
number they had. They have always bad the minimum number for
the Medical College Hospital and the position now is that they require
another 20 uurses to brirg up the strength to the minimum number.
The Principal told me only yesterday in answer to my query, that
unless recruiting began ut once, grant or no grant, he will be under
the painful necessity of closing down wards at once.

Under these circumstances I trust the other sida of the House will
see their way to withdraw their opposition.

So far as the question of providing Indian nurses is concerned, as
1 have said, a scheme is now in the hands of Government for considera-
tion and the Hospital Nurses’ Institution has always been ready to
undertake the task of training nurses provided they get the right type
of recruits. The reasor for that is obvious. The lecturers being
Europeans, the nurses under training under them will have to have a
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certainistandard of education. My friend Babu Bejoy Krishna Bose
has teld us that we may be able to train nurses who are not suffciently
educated or at all educated. I do not think they will have the slightest
objection if another sister organisation will undertake the task of train.
ing nurses who are not sufficiently educated or whe have no education.
I hope the House will pass the demand.

[At 4-30 p.m. the Council was adjourned and it re-assembled af 4-40
p-m.]

Or. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: The demand which has been laid
before this House by my friend the Hon'ble Sir Irovash Chunder
Mitter ix backed by a statement made therein, namely, that the Cal-
cutta Hospital Nurses’ Institution on their present scale of expenditure
is faced with a deficit. Does that indicate that the Hon'ble Member
has some diffidence in his own mind as to whether that scale is one which
be considers to be extravagant® That is my first question.

My next questinn, and that is more important, is this: When the
demand for a grant was made in March last, there was a rignificant
sentence in the speech of Sir Provash Chunder Mitter, in which he
said that if the Caleutta Hospital Nurses® Institution were to do the
work costing Its. 34 lakbs per annum, by paying one lakh per annum
why not get their services,

445 p.m.

I find, Sir, that the nctual expenditure on the Medical College
group of hospitals and the Prexidency (GGeneral Hospital is Ra. 3,16,000.
If the Hospital Nurxes' Inmstitute is going to give ux value for
Rs. 3.50,000 per annum, then there should be a credit bhalance of the
amount of Rs. 34,000,

There is another point. which naturally arises in thix connection.
In thix case a grant of s. 100,000 was made in March last on the
basis of » statement which I have just rend out. What has happened
since then that the Institute should have again come forward with a
demand for Ras. 50,000, The Hon’ble Member sayn that the Associa-
tion is faced with a deficit. May T know when the deficit was dis-
covered? If they knmew about it in March last why was it not meo-
tioned then? Why was a misctatement made®

There is another question which I want to put forward before the
members of the Council. The Assoriation hax, in the words of the
Hon’ble Member, given a threat, and that threat has been reponted
by Mr, Cohen. Mr. Cohen has said that this Rs. 50,000 is necessary,
becsuse of the expansion of the Nursing Department of the Mediral
College group of hospitals. Sir P. C. Mitter said that this is a non-
recurring grant. Now, which of the two statements are we to believe?
Tf this deficit is now met by a non-recurring grant, this is sure to come
back to us in the form of a demand for a recurring grant. If the
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deficit was not discovered in March last, did the Government depart-
ments look into the accounts of the Institute to find out how this deficit
occurred? I am conbected with several institutions and one of them
is a girls’ school, It has got & property of its own, but it is down with
a debt of Rs. 1,30,000. 1 have been pleading' here before successive
Members and Secretaries on behalf of this institute and I am told that
I have got to wait. This institution/ has no money to fall back upon,
but 1 would remind the members of this House that the Calcutta Nurses’
Institute, to which this non-recurring grant of Ra. 50,000 is proposed
to be given to meet a deficit, has got invested in the bank an amount of
Rs, 1,49,600 according to the report of 1927. I ask the Hon’ble Mem-
ber, if thix is & non-recurring grant to meet a deficit, then why is this
deficit not met out of this investment? Why do not the Government
wait for four months and then decide whether it is necessary to expand
the nursing department of the Medical College and that a recurring
grant is necessary for the purpose, and then ask for something more
next year. Well, Sir, I knew of a gentleman who used to earn a lot
of money and kept his money in the bank and always plended poverty;
saying ‘‘ all my money is in the bank and I have no money to con-
tribute towards anything.”

The Hon'ble 8ir PRDVASH CHUNDER MITTER: May 1. Sir,
appeal to my friend through yvou to leave xome time for me to reply.
It is now five minutes past five and there is not much time left.

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I am very sorry, it is the most
erucial point. A great deal has been made of the threat that has
been put forward by a member of the committee of the Hospital
Nurses' Institute. Sir P. C. Mitter has said that this Rs. 50,000
in required to meet a deficit. 1 submit, why cannot they meet this
deficit out of their investment and then come to Government after-
wards foi help. In the meantime we can see what Government do
for training Indian nurves. We shall then know what recurring
amount is requiredl for the Calcutta Hospital Nurses’ Institute, and
then will be the time for Government to come forward either for a
recurring or a non-recurring grant. I did not purposely refer to the
fact that the Calcutta Hospital Nurses’ Institute had not taken any
steps to train Indian nurses, but there is one sentence in the apeech of
Sir P. C, Mittent to which I should like to refer. He aaid that good
Indian women were not available to be trained by English women.
I have said hefore and I aguin say that I have been connected with
an institute in which training is given by men and women in Bengali
and 1 had 7 or 8 of them examined by prominent medical men such as
Dr, Kedar Nath Das, Dr. 1. M. Bannerji and others, and I say that
tlnt portion of the argument is abeolutely without foundation. But
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memburs of this House is that this amount of deficit should be met out
of the investment for the present and in the meantime Govermment
might examine the financial position of the Institute.

The Hen'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Sir, it is desir-
able that I should clear the atmosphere of certain arguments of pre-
judice that have been placed before the House, raised by some mem-
bers, who being present at the time of the last debate should have
known better, and by others, who not being present at that time perhaps
do not know all the facts; at least I proceed on the assumption that
they do not know all the facts; and there are other members who are
new to this House. For their enlightenment, may I read a portion
of my remarks at the time of the budwet discussion® This, I hope, will
clear the atmosphere. At page 5656 of the Proceedings of the 3lst
session of the Council you will find that I said this: *‘ The suggestion
put forward by Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy and Dr. Kumud Sankar
Ray regarding the institution of s separate numing service is worthy
of serious consideration, and if our medical friends in this Council
would place before the Surgeon-General definite proposals to this end,
1 am sure he will consider them with every sympathy, and that ulti-
mately it would be possible to evolve a scheme for the training of
Indian nurses. There is one practical difficulty, Sir. 1f you want to
train Indian women in the profession of nursing through thin iustitu-
tion, then they must have better education that is necessary for the
mere purpose of nursing. They must be able to follow lectures in
English, if vou want them to be trained by English women, My point
is that if you want to get Indian women trained by English women in
the science and art of nursing, then it is absolutely necessary that the
former should have sufficient knowledge of Eunglish to follow the
lectures delivered in English for the purpose. 1 have never said that it
i« not possible to train Bengali or Indian women who have no know
ledge of English or an indifferent knowledge of it, in the art of
nursing: my point is that such training must be imparted by Indianas.”
And instead of quoting further 1 may say that what 1 told the House
was that if vou want Indian nurses to be trained by English or Anglo-
Indian instructors, then your Indian nurses must know sufficient
English to follow the lectures. But I made it abundantly clear that
it was quite possible to train Indian women in the art of nursing.

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Why did you say that it is impos-
aible to train Indian women——

The Hen'ble Sir PROVASH OHUNDER MITTER: I did uot
interrupt you, Dr. Roy. You are taking away my limited time. .

I referred to the fact that we in Government tried our best fo get
Indian nurses not only through the Surgeon-Genersl, but through s dis-
tinguished Indian medical oficer, Major J. C. De, and at page 563 of the
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Proceedings, you will find that it was further pointed out that
Mrs. P. K. Roy, Lady Bose and other distinguished Indian ladies were
approached. It may be due to our own fault, and in approaching these
Indian ladies, perhaps we did not approach the right sort of persoms.
It was for that reason, in order to get the thing done, I suggested that
if Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy and Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray would do us
the favour by placing a scheme before us, we would certainly consider
that scheme and lose no time in accepting that scheme if we found it
practicable. A scheme necessarily involves the possibilities of finding
suitable candidates.

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: May I be allowed to explain—

Mr. PRESIDENT!: I have often told you that unless a member who
is in possession of the House yields, you cannot stop him to obtain a
hearing.

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY! May I not rise on a point of personal
explanation?

Mr, PRESIDENT: You may do that afterwards.

The Hon'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: We have not
heen idle. We have already franmed certain rules; they are in a tenta-
tive form now. They have not yet been passed by Government and
bave nut yet been finally passed by the department either. (n certain
points we have made a reference to Colonel Stewart. Members of the
House, at any rate that portion of the House who have not made up
their minds in advance, will realise that a scheme like this takes time.
It is common knowledge that it is difficult to get suitable Indian ladies
to take up the nursing profession. I am sure no Muhammadan ladies
of respectable position will take to nursing. Take the case of the
orthodox Hindu community. In spite of what some members of that
community to My right may say, I can assert that the bulk of the women
of that community will not take up the nursing profession. Now, Sir,
even with the limited number of Indian ladies who are willing to earn
their livelihood, the must popular thing is the teaching profes-
sion. As I explained to the House in March last, the teaching pro-
feasion ia certainly more attractive to Indian ladies than nursing. At
any rate, rightly or wrongly, we, in spite of our education, do not get
ladies to take up the nursing profession. Produce them, and I can
assure the House that we shall not be found wanting in giving Bengali
ladies the necessary training required. My friend on the left,
Mr. Travers, has also sssured us that you will have their support as
well. My time is limited, and I can only reply to some of the points
taised and not to all of them. Well, it has been aaid that the Nursing
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Institute has threatened to close the service. Nothing of the kind,
Sir. This Institute, which has been doing splendid work since a
very long time, will be the last to hold out a threat.

§ p.m.

If they start recruiting now it means not only the immediate pay-
ment of next month's salary but of future salaries also. It means
commitment for the future for a considerable time, and no responsible
committee or responsible association would commit themselves to the
future when they have no funds for the future. This disposes of the
question of threat. For the last three months they could not recruit,
not because they did not want to, but because they had no funds to pay
the recruits if they continued? in service, this Association has been
working for the last GO vears for this end and they did not recruit
becnuse they could not pay, being in a position of great financial
difficulty. This, Sir, answers a great deal of the criticisms of my
friend~ on the right.

Noew, what will happen if this grant be refuced? [ have alteady
explained in my opening remarks that they have almost reached the
limit of their overdrawing power. If vou stop this grant, then they
cannot recruit, and if they cannot recruit, they cannot supply nursws
to the same extent to the Medical ('ollege hoapitals asx taey have done
in the past, and the result will be perhaps an immediate closure of
125 beds. I explained the position fully and clearly in March last and
I have alss explained the position now and I may tell my friends to the
right that T am as keen—and T may assure my friends as Mr. Travers
has don=—about the raining of Benguli nurses as Dr. Bidhan Chandra
Roy and his friends sre. Can we train Indian nurses in a month’'s
time or even in three months' time® What i to bappen in the mean-
time? There are a large number of Indian patients in the Medical
College hospitals—we have heen told that there are about 18,000—
and, if before Indian nurses can be trained, this body ix to close
down for want of funds it will be the Indian patients who will suffer,

As I have said in March last and I repeat it now—with that respon-
sibility cast vour vote. As we say, wa in the Government are trving
‘o do our best to train Indian nurses. Either trust us or if you do not
trust us, produce your own schemes 8s I ask you to do, and if you do
not, the remedy lies with you.

Mr. PRESIDENT! I may remind you, Sir Provash, that you have
to move another demand and that must be done within the specified
time.

The Hen'ble Sir PROVASN OHUNDER MITTER: Yes, Sir, 1
shall be brief. Tt has been suggested that the present demand is &
mere pretext to get & recurring grant. Nothing of the kind. 1 admit
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that it may be necessary to increase the recurring grant but so far as I
have been able to see now, it may be very much less. This is only a
non-recurring grant, and whatever the recurring grant may be, that is
still under the consideration of Government and will come before the
Council but T hope it will be much less than Rs. 50,000.

The Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: On the recom-
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum
of Rs, 1,650,000 be granted for expenditure under the head *‘ 32.—
Medical '’ for grant to the Jatiya Avurbijnan Parishad, Calcutta.

A question was put to me in the lobby as to whether this is a
Kaviraji institution, This is not 8 Kaviraji institution, Sir, but is for
training in western science. The nature of the demand has been
explained in the short note circulated and in view of the fact that
there is no time I need not dwell on the matter at length.

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon'ble Member kindly
explain——

Mr. PRESIDENT: Dr. Roy. the guillotine must fall at 5-6 p.m.

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: I was assured, Mr. President, that
T would be allowed to put a few questions to the Hon'ble Member—

Mr. PRESIDENT: Please resunie yvour seat, the time-limit has
been reached.

The following motion of Bubu Bejoy Krishua Bose was then put and
Jost : —

** That the demand «f Rs 50,000 under the head ‘ 32.—Medical ’
for grant to the Calcutta Honpital Nurses’ Institution be reduced by
Rs. 49,500,

The meotion that the demand of Rs. 50,000 under the head ** 32.—
Medical ' for grimt to the Calcutta Hospital Nurses' Institution be
reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a debate on the question of facilities to, and
smployment of, Bengali nurses) was then put and a division taken
with the following result:—

AYES.
Atmed, Bauivi Shamensdin. Bess, Gabu Bejoy Krishee.
AN, Savivl Hasean. Seas Me. Subbae Cheneve.
Sagehi, Badbs Remes Ghandre. Chatrabartty, Babu Jatingrs Math.
Banerjea, Dr. Pramathanath, : Chakruverti, Sabu Jegindra Chaners.
fenwrjes, Sabe Prometha flath. Chatterjos, Srijut Sijay Kumer.

Voo, B P,
Sannerjes, Babu dtendratel.
Sasn, Babu Santesh Kumer.

tier)l, Babu Amerendransth.
Bawivi Ashrzfuddia.
anivl Abewt Sheal.

I
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©Osns, Dr. Mohini Mohan.

Das Cupia, Dr. 4. M.

Dutt, Babu Baral Kwmar.
Ganguii, Babu Pratul Chandra.
Gheoss, Babu Amarendra Math.
Queta, Me. Jogesh Ohandra.
Nokim, Mawivi Abdul.
Hashemy, Mauivi Syed Jalalwddin,
Rogwe, Xaxl Emdadet.
Warumdar, Br. Bireadrana
Mitter, Badu Rishikesh.
Moitra, Babu Surendra Mshan.
Mooherjes, Mr. Syamaprossd.
Muhorjon, Srijut Taraknath,
MNag, Babu Suk Lal.

Rasher, Baby Hem Chandra.
Pain, Sabu Bareda Prasnnna.
Pal  Choughuri, MNr, Ranjit.
Rahman, Maulvi Asiswr.

DEMANDS FOR GRANTS.

Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar.

Ray, Srijut Rasha Gevinda.

Ray Chaughuri, Babs Ssnat Kwmar.

Rey, Sabu Manmathe Nath.

Rey, Dr. Bidhan Chandra.

Rey, Mr. D, N,

Rey, Wr. Xiran Sankar,

Rey, R, Sadhen Shandva.

Ray Choudhuri, Redu Hem Chandra.

Nay Choudhuri, Rai Bshedur Satysndra

Hath,

Saadstuliah, Mavivi Mubemmad.

Samad, Mauivi Abdus.

Sarker, Badu Maliniranjan.

Son Cupta, Mr. 4 M.

Singh, Srijut Ta) Bahadur,

Tarkathirtha, Kavira) Sivaslananga, Pungit
Shushan,

NOES.

All, Wr. Alaf,

Sarma, Nai Sahid Panchanan.

Sasirvedin, Mavivi Mehammed.

Slair, Mr. 4, B,

Casseils, Mr. A.

Chaudhuri, Khan Babadur Mauivi Alimuz-
aman.

Chawdhuri, Khan Bah
Hahman.

Choudhury, Mautvi Nural Absar.

Chewdhury, Ha)i Badi Ahmed.

Cohen, Mr. D. J.

Coiman, Mr. E. R.

Dain, Mr, 6. R.

Dash, Mr. A. J.

Easeem, Mir. 0. A,

Faziwliak, Maulvi Muhammad.

Porrester, Mr. J. Camphe’l.

Ghosh, 7. M. C.

Shusnari, the Mon'ble Alhagj Sir Absel

Nawadb Khwaje.
WHegs, Wr. 6. P,

Khan, Xhan Sahid Mauivi
Khan, Mauivi Tamizuddin,
Khan, Mr. Nazsur Rahman,
Lal Mubammes, Naji.
Lamb, Mr., T,

Law, Mr. Surendra MNath.
Loslie, Mr, M.

Mallik, Mr. Muhunda Sshari.
MeAlpin, the Hon‘'die Mr, M. 0.

MeCluskie, Mr. K. 7.

Mittor, the Men'bie 8ir Prevash Ohunder,
Moberiy, The Hen'bie Mr. A. N.

Hag, Reverond 8. A.

Hazimeddin, Mr, Khwaja.

Ormend, Mr, . C.

Philip, Mr. 4. Y.

Rahman, Mr. & F.

Rapman, Mr. A. P. 8. Abdur

Ray, Shib Shokhares

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. XK. C.

Ross, Mr, Q. F.

Rey, Mr. Sijey Prmsad Singh.

Ray, Wr. Sarst Kemar,

Muazzam All.

Shinner, Mr. 8. A.
Sinka, Rajs

The Ayes being 51 and the Noes 71 the motion was lost.
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6-15 p.m.

The motion that a sum of Rs, 50,000 be granted for expenditure
under the hend * 32.—Medical *’ for grant to the Calcatta Hospital
Nurses' Institution was then put and agreed to.

The motion that a sum of Rs. 1,560,000 be granted for expenditure
under the head ‘‘ 32 -—Medical '’ for grant to the Jatiya Ayurbunan
Parishad, Calcutta, was then pul and agreed to.

34.—Agriouiture.

The Hon'ble Alhad) 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVI: On the
recommendations of Hix Excellency the Governor, I move that a sum
of Rs. 30,498 be granted for expenditure under the head “ 34— Agri-
culture '’ for the appointment of 4G additional suditors of co-operative
societies and their peons,

Sir, from the statement. of the Legislative Department the hon'ble
members of thisx House are aware that this money is wanted for 46
auditors. In June, 1917, the number of societies stood at 13,601,
At the vate of one auditor for 1M societies, the number of auditors
requiredd is 13G; the existing number is 110, Therefore, 26 more are
needed. The other societiex which have existed for less than 18
nmonths number 2,682, thus 27 auditors are needed, The existing
number is 10 and therefore 17 more are now required.

Then there are some other societies which number 401 and at the
rate of one auditor for 75 «ocietie« the total number reguired is six; the
existing number of auditors is three, therefore three more are needed.
Altogether the number of auditors required is 46. The facts are well
known to most members of the House. The importance of auditing
cannot be overemphasised. The growth of societies has been very rapid
and the present proposal is only to meet the situation. As regards the
future, the Department iz endeavouring to arrange for an annual
increase of staff to cope with the increase in the number of societies so
that it will bring up the staff to necessary requirementas.

The following motion was called but not moved: —

Sabu MANMATHA NATH ROY: “ That the demand of
Rs. 30,498 under the head * 3.—Agriculture ’ for appointment of 46
additional auditors of co-operative societies snd their peons be reduced
by Re. 1 (to raise a deb.te on the question of development of co-opers-
tive societiea).”’

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE! Sir, may I, with your per-
mission, speak in support of the propoeal which has just been moved?
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I*should like to offer a few innocent general remarks on the subject.
Sir, for the last fow yeors. Government has been realising sudit fees
from the co-operative societies and has been quietly pocketing the money
thus raised. It is a fee which is levied for auditing the accounts of
credit societies; but the money realised is not spent upon its ostensible
or legitimate object, it goes into the general revenues of the province.
1f such » thing had been done by a private person, and not by a high
and mighty body like the Government, it would have been called mis-
appropristion of public funds. And my question to the Hon'ble Mem-
ber is: Is he going to disgorge the money that has been pocketed
unjustly, illegally and unlawfully from the cooperative societiesP

The motion of the Hon’ble Alhadj Sir Abdelkerim Ghusnavi was
then put and agreed to.

41.—Civil Works.

The Hon'bie Mr. M, C. MoALPIN: On the recommendation of His
Excellency the Governor, I move that a sum of Its. 84,366 be granted
for expenditure under the head ** 41.—Civil Works ' for the Barisal
Medical School.

Sir, this has been explained in the paper which has been sent round
and it is really a matter for the Hon'ble Sir Provash Chunder Mitter
to deal with, if necessary.

The motion was put and agreed to.

COVERNMENT BILLS.

The Bengal Children (Amendment) Bill, 1929,

The Hon'ble Mr. A, N, MOBERLY: I beg to introduce a Bill
further to amend the Bengal Children Act, 1922,

The Assistant Secretary then read the title of the Bill.

The Hon’bie Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I beg to move that the Bengal
Children (Amendment) Bill, 1929, be taken into consideration.

In the course of the Budget debate in March 1928 on the demands
for grants, the administration of the Bengal Children Act was seversly
criticised by Mr, James. I went into the question and found that there
was considerable force in his criticism. His arguments took the line
that the Childrea Court was inefficiently run.
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There is a Children Court in the House of Detention in Calcuita 4t
which six Honorary Magistrates sit in rotation according to a roster and
iry ceses arising in Calcutta. A Magistrate from Sealdah attends to try
cases arising in the suburbs and there is a House of Detention at Howrah
where children are kept who are to be put up before a Stipendiary
Magistrate at Howrah, who has no particular qualifications or
experience for trying cases under the Children Act or for dealing with
juvenile offenders on lines which are now approved, that is to say,
that the Court should not be like a Court, that the Children should be
treated sympathetically and that everything possible should be done
to prevent them from developing into criminals. The present Bill pro-
poses 8o to amend the law as to make it possible to establish a single
central Court in Calcutta or elsewhere to try youthful offenders from any
local area which may be specified by the Local Government. The
immediate intention of Government, if this Bill is passed into law, is
to establish a Central Court in Calcutta for the trial of youthful
offenders from Calcutta and the suburbs and certain thanas in the
industrial areas of Howrah and 24-Parganas. It is our desire that the
Court should be presided over by a Stipendiary Magistrate who will
have experience of the liner on which such a Court should be run
with the object that children should be reclaimed rather than punished.
T hope that he will also be able to some extent to supervise the work of
the probation officers. The nystem of probation has had a wonderfully
good effect in England in reducing the number of children who are
sent to reformatories or industrial schools. The children aure placed
under the supervision of sympathetic officers who ree that they run
straight. I do not think, Sir, that T need detain the Council any
longer. This is the main object of the Bill and the remaining clauses
are consequential. Tt hus been necessary to legislate because of the
difference between the powers of the Presidency Magistrate in (‘al-
cutta and the powers of the Magistrates in the suburbs and outside
and it hax also been necessary to provide that appeals shall lie in
rather a different way from what is provided by the Code of Criminal
Procedure.

Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: I have every sympathv with
the provisions of this B:]l but there are one or two informations
which T want with regard to the amendments of section 37 as proposed
in this Bill. Iu the first place we find that the Juvenile Court has
Lbeen defined as a separate court established under section 37. Now
section 37 provides that the Local Government may issue a notifica-
tion for the purpose of establishing a court under section 4 of the
present Act of 1922 for the trial of offences. I should like to know
what is the idea of the Government on that point. Are these courts
which are to be established by notifications temporary courts or
permnnent courts? It is not expected that there would be juvenile
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offenders every day brought up before the court in order that the
court way be fully engaged during the usual hours. It may be that
in a wesk there would be a collection of juvenile offenders who may
be brought up before the court in a single day and whose cases may
he finished in the course of the day. If there is a Juvenile Court
established permanently and presided over by a Stipendiary Magis-
trate I should like to know whether there would be enough work for
that Magistrate to sit every day for the trial of juvenile cases.

5-30 p.m.

It is said that in the new section which is 37 A, that these children
or young persons are to be detained ‘‘ in the prescribed manner *’ in
a place which is to be fised by Government. We know that there
are two or three houses of detention where they are detained. I find
from the Statement of Objects and Reasons that these houses of
detention are going to be abolished and, if so, where are these children
to be kept from the time of their arrest by the police till the comple-
tion of their trial. I want to know certain details with regard to the
prescribed manner and the rules under which they are to be detained.
Before I vote on the Bill I should like to have some idea of what
Government think about it.

Babu SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: I accord my wholehearted sup-
port to the principle underlying this Bill, namely, the establishment
of a Central Court of Stipendiary Magistrates. The hon'ble mover
has made it quite clear that the idea is that there should be one Magis-
trute to preside over this Court so that he would be able to tackle the
cases coming up before him with broadminded sympathy and not
treat these children as so many criminals as Honorary Magistrates are
apt to do. I have high regard for many of the Honorary Magistrates.
But at the same time it must be admitted that these Honorary Magis-
trates are not trained in the way of dealing with these juvenile
offenders with that amount of tact and sympathy as might be expected
from a Magistrate who is entrusted with that apecial work. There is
snother very important uspect of the question which is required to be
considered. If a permanent Magistrate is appointed, he will have.
unique opportunities of studying juvenile psychology so as to wean
these children away from evil ways. The Magistrate will, I hope,
make it his duty from day to day to study child psychology so that
the community at large may ultimately be benefited by his experience.
The idea of Stipendiary Magistrate would, therefore, be welcomed by
the House,

In this connection I will ask the hon’ble mover to comsider the

question of recruiting Stipendiary Magistrates from the Bar. 1 do
not for one moment suggest that those who are not in the Bar cannot.
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deal with these cases with the requisite tact and sympathy, but at
the same time I submit it ought to be considered whether members of
the Bar would not be better qualified to deal with these cases than
Magistrates who are hardened in service.

The Hon'bie Mr, A, N. MOBERLY: I am glad to find that there
is no opposition to this Bill. I have been asked one or two questions
which I sball be glad to answer to the best of my ability. The first
was whether this Court was to be temporary or permanent. By
temporary I understand that my friend meant that it would sit when
theie was work and it would not sit when there was no work.
That is correct, but we shall be able to find plenty
of work for a Magistrate to do in Calcutta. There is no reason what-
ever why because he presides over a Children’s Court he should not
ocvcupy his spare time or most of his time in working as a Presidency
Magistrate.

The second question that I was asked was where would these
children be kept. The present intention of Government is that they
should be kept where they are kept now, that is the boys in the House
of Detention which is part of the same building where the Court sits,
whilst the girls would be sent as now to a place which is known as the
Qirly’ Refuge. Both of these institutions are Government institu.
tions. The object of detaining youthful offenders in such places
during trial and after conviction is obvious: it is undesirable that
they should be herded in a police-station or jauil with criminals.
Further, as regards keeping them after conviction it is not always
possible to accommodate them immediately in a home or in an indus
trinl school or a reformatory school. Some time is needed perhaps to
inquire into their antecedents and find out what sort of a school they
are best suited for and when that is done to find out the school which
will take them.

The last point that was raised was the possible difficulty of finding
a symnpathetic Magistrate. I do not anticipate that there will be
very much difficulty about that. There is considerable competition
amongst Magistrates to be posted to Calcutta and I think if I want a
Magistrate for the Children's Court I shall only have to let it be
known that preference will he given to a gentleman who has made a
study of child psychology and the literature on the subject of juvenile
delinquency and I expect I shall get many applicants. In any case
once they come they will be given to understand that they will
certainly have to learn a great deal about that particular work.

As regards recruitment from the Bar, of course I cannot say any-
thing definitely at the pressnt moment and I need only mention that
the Presidency Magistrates are either members of the Indisn Civil
Bervice or of the Bengal Civil Service or are recruited from the Bar.



X

B

1929.] GOVERNMENT BILLS. 5

There is no hard and fast rule on the subject and the Magistrate of
the Children’s Court will be appointed in the ordinary way. I cannot
say for oertain how he will be recruited and I think there will probably
be some people who have a certain amount of experience to begin with,
but this is & matter which must be left over for the present as I can.
not give a definite answer during this debate.

The motion that the Bengal Children (Amendment) Bill, 1929, be
taken into consideration was then put and agreed to.

The Hon'’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I beg to move that the Bengal
Children (Amendment) Bill, 1929, be passed. 1 do not think I need
add anything to what has gone before.

The motion was put and agreed to.

The Bengal (Rural) Primary Education Bill, 1928,

The Hon’ble Mr. M. C. MOALPIN: I heg to introduce a Bill to
provide for the extension of primary education in rural areas in
Bengal.

The Secretary then read the title of the Bill.

The Hon’bie Mr. M. C. MoALPIN: Sir, I beg to move that the
said Bill be taken into consideration.

This Bill has been a long time under consideration and is now in
the opinion of Government ready for the final consideration of this
Council. As the Council must be aware this is the result of much
inquiry and deliberation. Its forerunner is possibly Babu Surendra
Nath Ray's Primary Education Bill passed for municipalities in the
vear 1819. This was followed by Mr. West’s survey of education in
the same year. In 1921 Mr. Evan Biss wrote two most voluminous
reports on the same subject of primary edueation but it was not till
the end of 1925 that a determined effort was made to do something.
A rough draft of the Bill was then framed and this was considered at
various public Divisional conferences and at some of these conlferences,
as maay of you are probably aware, Mr. Lindsay, who took a great
interest in the subject, was present. This was followed by & resolution
in the yvear 1926 inviting public opinion upon the subject. In the
light of the opinion received the original Bill was modified, 1edrafted
and circulated for opinion in the year 1927 and last year it waa again
modified and introduced into the Council and referred to a Belect
Committee. The Select Commitiee was a large and representative one
under the chairmanship of Nawab Musharaf? Hussain, and by sarrange-
ment with the House they had almost a free hand to do what they
liked with it. Their Bill wan ultimately published but unfortunately

5 .
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owing to the dissolution of the last Council it could not be taken ints
consideration by it. We have made 6 or 6 changes in the Bill of the
Select Committee on behalt of Government. I have, therefore,
introduced the Bill as drafted by the Select Committee with a few
modifications which Government have thotght necessary.

1 now turn to the contents of the Bill and in dealing with these
contents I shall refer mainly to the changes made by Government in
the Bill as amended by the Select Committee.

Chapter II deals with an Advisory Body called the Central Primary
Education Committee. This committee is a suggestion of the Select
Committee; it was not in the original Bill as that Bill was referred
to the Select Committee. We have accepted what they proposed
except one item. They pruposed that this Central Committee should
be consulted on everything.

5-46 p.m,

That would obviously mean a very serious clog in the administra-
tion and would make it almost unworkable. It cannot be possible to
refer every detail to a Committee. We have, therefore, instead of
this inserted a provision making consultation optional, but compulsory
in & few important cases such as the framing of rules. The curricula
and standards of work would thus come under its purview. Chapter
III deals with District Schoul Board, which will be the local authority
controlling primary education. We have accepted the constitution
proposed by the Select Committee which appears to work out quite
well, but have added to it, for rather obvious reasons, subdivisional
magistrates. Then we have omitted a provision made by the Select
Committee—rather a complicated provision—that the president or the
vice-president, after the expiratiou of eight years, should be & member
of the community which forms the majority of the population of the
district. For one thing we think it unnecessary and for another I
think this is 8 matter which should be dealt with by convention rather
than by law.

Chapter III containe the ordinary sections regarding the procedure
of the Boards. In section 16 the Select Committee have made provi-
sion for the inspection of primary schools by apparently their own
inspectors. This provision has been changed, for it is the opinion of
Government that they should be responsible for seeing that all schools
in the province are kept up to the required standards, and, consequent-
ly, or incidentally, the cost of the inspectorate should be borme by
Government, as at present. Section 23 deals with the duties of the
Board. We have adopted an important modification made by the
Select Committee which throws the cost of the constitution and
maintenance of training schools for teachers on Government. We have



1929.} GOVERNMENT BILLS. o

not, however, been able to accept the modification that the cost of the
audit of the District School Board should be borne by Government.

Chapter IV deals with the education taxation. This is a matter
which has been thoroughly considered, and I need at this stage only
draw attention to two remarks regarding the proposed education cess.
The Indian Tazation Enquiry Committee stated in paragraph 439 of
their report that this tvpe of cess is a type that is recognised as
appropriate all the world over, that is to say, as appropriate
to local taxation. The Select Committee in  reporting on
this point remarked as follows: ** The machinery proposed was,
although there were defects in the working of the Cess Act, making
in some cases for inequity in the incidence of the tax, the best that
could be devised, and the remedy for these defects could best he dealt
with by revising the procedure under the Cess Act itself.”” In this
connection 1 am authorired to say that the Revenue Member has
undertaken to look into the defects in the Cess Act, We have made
another change there. The Select Committee changed the proportion,
of the cess from 1 : 4 to 2:3. Government, in view of the
full consideration that they had already given to  this
matter, have reverted again to the proportion of 1 :4. The reasons
for our reverting to the proportion of 1:4 should perhaps be appro-
priately given at the stage of the amendments. HBut I might say at
this stage that the renson is that the proportion of 1:4 seems fairer
to the lundlords. I worked out myself in the case of one district and
found that the proportion of 1:4 was fairer. The raiyat would pay
13 4. in the pound on his net income whilst the landlord would pay
about 4 pence in the pound ou his profits on land. On the proportion
of 2: 3 the raivat would pay about & penny on the pound, but it would
go up to 8 pence in the pound in the case of the landlord on his profits.
That was in the case of the district for which I worked out the figures.

Another addition made hy the Select Committee we have not ac-
cepted is that to employ the cess derivable from Burdwap in another
district. I think that requires the sanction of the Governor-General.
In section 44 we have made a condition enabling Government, after
consulting the Central Committee, to order a District 8chool Board to
transfer some of their powers to union boards.

We have also added a provision transferring the rights at present
district boards have in primary school property to the corresponding
District School Boards. This was an obvious omission in the previous
Bill.

For the rest, except for some drafting changes, the Select Com-
mittee’s Bill practically remains as it was presented. It was found
that a workable scheme could be devised under it. As proof of this, a
provisional scheme, prepared by the Director of Public Instruction,
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has been circulated to the members of the Council. This has not
yet been approved by Government, and, therefore, we shall be glad
to receive criticisms on its details. I maintain, therefore, after the
full consideration which has been given to the Bill, it is now ready for
the final consideration of the Council.

Before, however, I sit down, it is perhaps as well to state definitely
what the financial liabilities of Government will be under this Bill.
The financial position of the province is well known, and it is perfectly
well known that we have no money at all for any large extra recurring
expenditure. This is a fact which it is impossible to get round: it
i not a matter of opinion. On the other hand, we are incurring
certain extra expenditure under this Bill, and we may, therefore, be
accused of incurring expenditure at the expense of other departments
like the Public Health, Medical, etc. What we have, therefore, done,
8ir, is to adopt a middle course, and we have only undertaken, in addi-
tion to our present liabilities, compulsory liabilities under the Bill.
Thus, firstly, we shall make over all our present recurring grants for
primary education which are given at present to the district boards to the
new District 8chool Boards. That sum amounts to roughly Rs. 214§ lakhs
per annum. That sum, which is at present given to district boards,
will be made over to the new District School Boards. Secondly, we
shall pay for the inspectorate ns at present, but if primary education
is to be properly developed, then we shall have to have larger and
better inapectorate. In the scheme which is being sent round the
Director of Public Instruction has suggested a modest extra recurring
expenditure of some Ra. 2,70,000. I have the misfortune to be the
Financial Member also and I am afraid I shall not be able to accept
it. The estimate will have to be reconsidered. 1 rather think we
shall be able to make that figure amaller. Thirdly, we shall pay for
the training school for teachers as at present. This means that we
shall have to pay for the construction and maintenance of new achools.
This provisional scheme gives an estimate of that also, from which it
appears that we shall incur capital expenditure of some Rs. 2,70,000
per annum for five years. Now, there is no difficulty about capital
expenditure : the trouble is ubout recurring expenditure, and here no
extra recurring expenditure will be required till the year 1934-35. Up
to that vear we shall go on spending the same recurring amount as
we are spending at present. These items constitute no new liability,
though we are called upon to spend something extrs on them. But
under the Bill we shall have to pay as zamindars under the taxation
proposals, and for ¥wo small items—travelling allowance of the school
committee and a few extra clerks. These items I would classify as
compulsory. If it were possible for Government to bear more of the
expenditure, there is no doubt that Government would do eo, but in
the present state of its finances, this is impossible.
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Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Mr. President, I rise to oppose
the motion for the consideration of the Bill and object to the principle
underlying the Bill. Let me, Sir, at the outset make it quite clear
that we on this side of the House yield to none in our denire to intro-
duce into the province of Bengal a scheme of free, universal and
compulsory primary education. In fact, our party feels that such a
Bill bas long been overdue, and the Government has been guilty of
culpable negligence in the past in not having brought forward such a
Bill before. When we want bread, we are not prepared to take
stones in its stead. You will notice that, except the word ** primary "'
in the proposed Bill, the Bill is conspicuous by its ahsence about the
provision of universal, free and compulsory primary education. We
are clearly of opinion that the Bill will not achieve the purpose for
which we all desire such a Bill to be enacted in this province. Firstly,
hecause the scope of the Bill is narrow and must be widened if it has
got to be an efficiency and useful measure: secondly, the object of the
Bill is not clearly indicated and defined. There is nothing mentioned
in this Bill about rapid and progressive realisation of universal free
and compulsory education, and that has got to bhe effectively ensured
if a Bill is going to do any good to us. Thirdly, we desire that there
should be a popular machinery to control the administration and the
funds which we are expected to raise by taxing ourselves; and fourth-
lv, until Government definitely undertakes to bear a legitimate share
of the expenses for primarv education, we are not prepared, until other
sources of indirect taxation have been explored, to burden ourselves
with further taxation—a taxation, one-fifth of which are expected
to be paid by the poor agnculturists and the entire amount of which
are to be paid into the public treasury by the rent-receivers, big or
tmall, whether they are able to collect the rent from the tenanta or not:
Sir, the very first objection regarding the scope of the Bill we cannot
possibly remove and meet if we take the Bill into consideration.
Neither in the House nor in the Select (ommittee we could possibly
attempt and succeed in widening the scope of the Bill. The Rural
Primary Education Bill only applies to the rural areas, The urban
areas are excluded from the scope of the Bill. Now, Sir, it is quite
well known that life in the urban areas is much more strenuous than
the simple life in the rural areas and there is no necessity to accentuate
the intelligence of the hovs and girls there; it is much more necessary
in urban areas where the boyn and girls have got to adapt themselves
to a more complicated state of things than in rural aress where boys
anl girls live a simpler life. In the next place, if the urban aress are
left out of the Primary Education Bill it is useless to expect to enforce
compulsion and prevent removal of the bovs and girls from the rursl
areas inte the urban areas. Thirdly, it would be much easier to
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establish model primary schools and show the progress and develop-
ment which is contemplated through Primary Education Bill in
urban areas than in the interior of the rural areas: and, fourthly, I say
that when we are leaving out the urban areas we are losing a con-
siderable source of income that may be available from the cities and
urban areas. I hope the House will agree with me that all these
four points that 1 have placed before the House make out a very
strong case for including the urban areas within the scope of any Bill
which intends to provide for better education in primary matters.
But, as T have already said as regards the scope of the present Bill.
neither the House nor the Select Committee has the power, even if
they desire or think it fit, to include the urban areas, because the
scope of the Bill cannot be changed. Bir, this is the principal reason
which makes it necessary to oppose the Bill at the consideration stage.

In the next place, we find that the object of the Bill ix beautifully
concise and sound. It is summed up in two charming words ‘‘ better
provision for education.’”” T say it is dangerously vague, when we
have got to leave the administration of the Act so largely in the hands
of an irresponsible executive, we must know precisely what we are
providing for, we must know the exact measure of progress that is
contemplated in the Bill before we are called upon to inflict a cess
upon the poor agriculturists and hefore the rent-receivers are called
upon to shoulder the respousibility of paying that cess into the
public treasury. This and the other two objections that I have men-
tioned, it may be said, can be remedied at the time of the cousideration
of the Bill; but I beg of this House to consider that if you have to
change the Bill lock, stock and barrel, why waste the time of this
House in considering the provisions of the Bill, the principle of
which does not appeal to the members of this House, the elected
representatives of the pecple. As I have said, the third objection is
with regard to the machinery., If ] have heard the learned mover of
the Bill aright, I think he said that it would be a serious clog on the
administration if they were to accept the recommendations of a
Central authority, representative of the popular interest to have an
effective Bill. I say, Sir, it is that mentality which is responsible
for all the ills and evils which we have got to complain of. Until
the Government and the members responsible for the administration
will change their angle of vision, until they cease to look upom the
advice of the popular representatives as a serious clog to the adminis-
tration, there is no chauce for advancement of the people of this
province, either in educational or any other matters. They should
have welcomed the suggestions of a popular controlling authority.
They should have realised that if they wanted the people to tax them-
selves, the people expected that as they had to pay the piper they
ought to be given the right to call for the tune. If the suggestion of a
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popular representative body is looked upon as a serious clog in the
administration, that really reflects the mentality and the principle
upon which the Government intends to administer the Bill. S8ir, it
is & wellknown fact that when an irresponsible executive frames a
scheme, they are apt to consider things from their own point of view.
It can never be said that they ever reflect or focus the popular view in
themselves. 1 was just looking at the scheme of primary education
which has been circulated. You will notice thers that some labour
has been undertaken, some calculations have heen made and huge
figures have been compiled with regard to buildings for primary
education. We all know that with the little funds at their disposal,
district boards have to spend something between Rs. 800 and Rs. 1,000
in putting corrugated sheds of a certain type in order to get a grant
of Rs. 3 or Rs. 4, although accommodation may be available in the
houses of some rich inhsbitants of the locality. Sometimes, as we
know from our experience, owing to a cyclone some of these school
buildings were blown off and then the Imperial grant was taken in
rebuilding these schools with corrugated iron and other things, because
under the rules Government would not grant Rs, 4 for teachers unless
the school premises were accommodated in a certain type of buildings
or Blockmann’s exercise hooks or black-boards or some other things
were provided. Well we know that all these could be avoided if
popular representatives put their heads to consider if these were the
preliminary requisites for primary education. If popular representa.
tives advised the Government or took the control there would not be
that feeling; in the expenditure of public funds, as we know the
popular adage is—'‘ Narkar ka mal daria mé dal" If you really
want to impart popular education, you must cease to look upon the
popular body, the central authority, as a serious clog in the
administration.

[At this stage the member, having reached the time-limit, resumed
his seat.]

6-15 p.m.

Bebu JITENDRALAL BANNERIEE: Up till now my attitude
towerds the Bill is one of universal negation. I am against the
motion that has been moved by the Hon’ble Member, and, by anti-
cipation, ] am agminst the various amendments that are going to be
proposed. 1 was prepared to be reconciled by the opening speech of
the Hon'ble Member: but unfortunately Mr. McAlpin chose to hide
his light under a bushel and marred the effect of his grest and per-
sussive eloquence by preferring to be inaudible.

8ir, of the Bill in quostion it may be said, as was said of a famous
joint by & distinguished man, that the joint was as bad as a joint
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could be, it was ill cooked, {11 dressed and ill served. Similarly this
Bill is as bad as it couid be; it is ill conceived, ill digested, ill
drafted and ill presented and I think that the only fate which it
deserves is one of total rajection. I consider the speech that I am
going to deliver as one of the minor tragedies of my life. As a humble
person connected with elucation for the last 30 years I should like
to have education as much as possible, but not the type of education
which the Bill proposes: more light but not through the darkened
glames which you provide. Coming to the Bill iteelf, I may say
that I object to it whclesala—I object to the preamble, I object to
the machinery which is proposed to be set up, and I object above all
to the means of financing the scheme which you have provided.

Sir, T shall hegir from the beginning. I shall begin with the
preamble. W2 expected that, as a result of the scheme of taxation
that was proposed, we were going to get full value for our money,
But we find that it is cothing of the sort. We are going to get
universal function all iight—but no universal education in return
for it. Our taxation is {0 be compulsory—all taxation is, I wish there
could be some exception to it-—but our education will be optional! In
other words you will get your price but you will not deliver the goods.
This is the new type of commercialism which the English are trying
to introduce in this country, vir., to pocket the cash and let the
consequences go. The Bengal Government might have taken a leaf
out of provincial Governments elsewhere. What do we find in the
preamble of the Bombay Bill? Our Bill is only for the ** better * provi-
sion of primary educaticn in rural areas. But in the Bombay Bill,
there are no such narrow and restricting qualifications.  Their
preamble is much more ample and generous. It reads: *° Whereas
the declared policy of Government is that universal free compulsory
primary education for boys and girls should be reached by definite
progressive stages,’”’ and so on and #o on. But nothing of this is to
be noticed in the Bill which you have introduced, though as a pro-
vincial Government it might be presumed that you ware capable of
producing and draftang as good a measure as they. Qur Bill appears
to have been drafted after the model of the Madras Act. And it is
curious that, whenever any precedent has to be followed, the Bengal
Government goes to the worst one. There seems to be some kind of

electric affinity batween this Government and all bad Governments
elsewhere.

Let us pass on from the question of preamble to the question of
machinery. There. has been some small improvement here as the
result of the Select’ Committee’s report; but the improvement is so0
slight as to be almoet smperceptible. I shall take up tha case of
the different types of districts one after another. In districts which
have two subdivisions the total number of members will be 15; and
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out of that number 6 will be either officials or nominated—a pro-
portion of 40 per cent. In districts which have three subdivisions,
the total number of members will be 20; and out of these 8 will be
either official or nominated members. Evervwhere the proportion is
the same, viz,, 40 per cent. But may I ask, why should there be
any official or nominate¢ members at all? Why should not the
District Bchool Boards be wholly non-official and allowed to manage
their affairs just as they like? The money will come entirely from
the people; Government will not contribute one single cowrie towards
the expenditure; nay, it is doubtful if they will continue even the
beggarly contribution which they now give. They do not pay =
single farthing; but when it comes to the question of control, 40 per
cent, of the members must be their men! I do not understgnd the
logic of the thing, and I hope the Hon'ble Member will take com-
passion upon my benighted understanding and explain it afterwards.
Let us take the parallel case of Madras and Bombay. There alvwo you
have the system of nomination and election side by side. But in
Madras it is provided that the number of official members shall never
exceed one-fourth. in Rombay, so far as town areas are concerned
it is never to he more than one-fourth and never to he less than one-
fifth. In rural areaa, the proportion is even better. It ia only in
Bengal that the proportion is over one-third and 1 should like to
know what justificaticn there is for it.

let me pass on to the third point, the question of financing the
scheme. It is here that the apecial iniquity of the Government pro-
posal comes nost strikingly out. Everywhere else, whether it is im
Madras or Bombay, ihe Government makes an open declaration that.
they will contribute a certain percentage of the total expenditure.
In Madras it is 50 per cent., in Bombay, for the town areas it is
50 per cent. and in rural areas 66 per cent. or two-thirds of the total
expenditure incurred; two-thirds from the Government and one-third
from the local autherities. In both these provinces they make a
statutory provision bzforehand that Government shall spend so much.
But here, throughout the whole extent of the Bill, there is not a
single word about (joveinment contribution. As I was suggesting
only a little while upo, they do not even give a statutory guarantee
for continuing the provision that thzy now make. Even on that point
they leave us uncertain; and iy apprehensions are likely to prove well-
founded when I way that this grant will be stopped berause the law
does not provide for it. And I ask my friends that they should
refuse to take the Bill into consideration unless the Government first
of all give a promis» that they will contribute and contribute hand-
somely towards the total expenditure. A scheme must be drawn up,
the amount of total expenditure likely to he incurred must be shown,
and Government must declare that they will contribute a minimum
of at demst 50 per cent. of such total expenditure. 1E
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the Government hold out that promise, then and then only
shall we as representatives of the constituencies be justified
in considering this Bill and not otherwise. I shall be con-
fronted with the age-nld plea that there is no money. What a
wretched and lameniable confession for the (Government to make!
This Government takes as revenue more than 30 crores of rupees from
the people of Bengal every year. Mr. McAlpin stares at me in
wondering surprise! He will say that the provincial revenue is not
more than 11 crores. 1 hnow that. But you raise 30 crores from the
people, and it does not matter to me if, out of vicarious generosity,
you hand over the bulk oi it to the Government of India! But though
you reslise this huge sum as taxation from the people, you do mot
provide even a beggerly half a crore for primary education, forgetful
of the elementary fact that provision for education is the first charge
upon the resources of a civilised Government. Of course, you may
say we are taking tco much for granted; who told us that it was a
<ivilised Government? HBut even assuming that 1 take too much for
granted, it is up tc you to justify your existence. The Hon’ble
Finance Member may suy where shall we get the money? But it
is not my business to suggest the ways and means to him. It is
he gets the salary, it is he enjoys the houours of his office, and the
duties and responsibilities ought to be his! But if hints were wanted,
there were many that might be forthcoming. You might clap on
an additional tax, a suvtax, upon superfluous incomes. You might
try what ix euphemistically called a readjustment of land-revenue.
My samindar friends aro startled; but that also is a possible source
©f revenue, and, with dus deference to the President, I shall say that
it is a source which must be explored before the thing comes to an
end. But that is not all. Even the additional tax you are gouing to
impose, the five pice cess which you are going to levy, is distributed
most unjustly and inequitably. In the original Bill the incidence of
taxation was four pice upon the tenant and one pice upon ths landlord:
such was the tender mercy of the Government for the landlords of
Bengal! However, the S:lect Committee made a changs in this respect;
they altered the proporticn from 4 and 1 to 3 and 2. But the Govern-
ment's love for ths zamindar is unbounded! It has accepted every
-other suggestion of \he Select Committee: but so far as this most
just and righteous propusal is concerned, they have turned it down
once again and have quietly gone back to the original proposal of four
pice upon the tenant and one pice upon the landlord. Some dis-
tinguished gentlemen of the Swarajys party (who should be namaless)
have gone even further; they have suggested that even this one pice
upon the landlord is too much and that the whole of the cess must
fall upon the tenant. Yea, the whole burden must fall upon the
tenant, for have they not got backs, which are suffciently broad, and
therefore fit to be crushed under whatever additional taxation may be
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going? Sir, these are some of the arguments that strike me at prasent
and which I beg humbiy to lay for the consideration 3f the House.
1 shall conclude as I began by suggesting that, so long as the Govern-
ment do not make a definite declaration of its purpose as regards pro-
vision of finance, so long we shall be betraying the interests of the
country and prejudicing the interests of the constituancies if we pro-
ceed to an immediate consideration of the Bill.

Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: This Bill wus published in the
Calcutta Gazette two years ago. Since then this Bill was before the
House for consideration after circulation and lots of speaches were
made here when this Bill was referred to a Select Committee.
Members of this House who were members of the last Council know
full well how not only members on this side but other members also
were nof inclined to send it to the Select Committee, but the Hon’hle
Minister-incharge assured us that all opinions would be considered
in the Select Committee, all proposals, legal or illegal, would be care-
fully considered and we thought that the suggestions that we would
make in the Select Committee would be considered by it. In th:
hope that Bill was sent to the Select Committee. The Select Comi-
mittee met last winter and submitted a report. After that the Council
wus dissolved and the present Bill is now before a new House. |
should like to ask the members of this Hous? who were members of
the Select Committee to consider the way in which their recommenda-
tions have been treated. I may point out that the Hon'ble Mr. McAlpin
had gone through this Bill section by section but had not said a word
about the scant courtesy Government had paid to some of the racom-
mendations of the Select Committee. The point now is that we are asked
to consider this Bill and the various amendments on the agenda paper.
There are three courses open to us. We can either stop the further
progress of this Bill if we think the Bill ix not a progressive one.

6-30 p.m.

You cun circulate it for public opinion: you can refer it to a
Select Committee. Last of all if all these motions are dafeated the
several amendments on the agenda will be considered one after anothar.
Now, personally speaking, I am in favour of stopping the further
progress of the Bill here and now, for the simple reason that the
things which we want the Government to do, or the Select Com-
mittee-to do, will not be done even if it be circulated for public opinion.
It had bsen circulated for public opinion and the volume of public
opinion received is printed in a book form. I should like to ssk the
Government whether pvblic opinion has ever influenced the Govern-
ment in the least. You will find from a perusal of the provisions of
the Bill that public opinion went for mothing, as I will presently
show. It was referred to a3 Belect Committes; the Beloct Committes



76 GCVERNMENT BILLS. {5ta Ace.,

sent a prelipinary report which was to the effect that they might
take up the question of the extension of the provisions of the Bill to
urban areas. That was returned to us as it was something beyond
the scope of the Select Committee. The first thing I would like to
impress ou the members of the House is that if you want that ihe
Bill should apply to urban areas neither circulation nor reference to
the Select Committee would enable you to do so. Therefore, it is no
use doing so. Now, th» people want that this Bill should provide for
free, compulsory and uriversal primary education. The Member-in-
charge, presiding over the Select Committee, would perhaps say that
this was bevond the provisions of this Bill. Then, we want that the
Central Committee, which has been provided as an advisory body,
should be the pivot on which primary education should rest. Possibly,
the Hon'ble Member will say ‘‘ that is beyond the provision of the
Bill, T will not allow it!"” What prevents the Government from
making the Central Committee tha real controlling authority.
Government will give yon C. 1. D, ridden education, they will give you
education through circle officers, but they will never agree to give
the control of primary education to the (entral Committee, neither
will they allow the cottrol to be vested in a representative district
education board. If you want to make such a change in the Select
Committee, perhaps the (overnment member will veto your proposal,
and the result will he that the report will come to us in two or thres
months time in much the original form. I appeal to you to consider

whether it is not time that a Primary Education Bill is brought
before the Council enacted on the lines-of the preamble of the Bombay
Act, as read by my friend Mr. J. I Bannerjee. If the Government
are not inclined to de so, we are prepared to bring in a Bill of that
type, and we would ask the House to consider whether they would
prefer our Bill or the Government Bill. 8ir, amendments have been
sent in asking Government to make a statutory provision for Govern-
ment to bear 50 or G0 per cent. of the expenses. That requires the
sanction of His Excellency the Governor and I am quite sure if such
a proposal is made it would be vetoed under section 80C. You will
see that in a small matter, ] mean section 3, the Select Committee
omitted ‘' the rubdiviziounl officer ex-officio *’ to be a member of the
committea. I am not piving out a secret, but I may say that the
Select Committee said that as the District Magistrate was there, it
was not necessary to make the subdivisional officer also a member of
the committee. The Selert Committee’s report will show that this
provision was omitted. In the Bill, however, this has been restored.
Even in a matter like this Government think that their subdivisional
officars should be there. Then, in this Bill there is & new section H,
and other sections which were not in the original Bill two years ago,
neither in the last Bill. These new things have been introduced in
the present Bill. We are at present not concerned with the inspscting
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staff or the curricula: these will be considered when the time comes.
Now, I shall come to the taxation proposal bacause that is the most
objectionable feature of the Bill. In the matter of taxation the
Select Committee said that the poor cultivators should not bear 4/5ths
of the expenses. kven in this matter (Jovernment have restored the
old provision by which the poor cultivators are required to pay four
pice and the landlord one pice. Now, it is said that (Government has
no money. I do not care whether (Government has money or not.
Government cares very little for public apinion. From Bengal over
5 crores are taken awav in the shape of income-tax and over 4 crores
in the shape of export duty on jute. It is not necessary for the
purpose of this Bill to levy new taxes. No attempt has been made
to take a share of this amount towards meeting the cost of the primary
education. From Bengul 8 crores of rupees are taken away by the
Government of India, and still (fovernment are trying to impose a
new tax by placing the whole burden on the poor cultivators. I nead
not trouble the Council with Bombay or Madras figures. I find that
in Bombay land revenue and income-tax come to about 9 crores and
20 lakhs. The Bombay (Government spend 1 crore and 12 lakhs, and
in Madras Rs. 1,41,14,4"8 were spent on primary education in the
course of the last two yeors What has Bengal done¥ A small amount
of Rs. 21 lakhs is the recurring grant which the Bengnl (Government
makes to the district bo.rds for this purpose. The Hon’ble Minister
said, I quote from his speech, ** that the view of (vovernment ix that
u cess shall be levien for meeting an appreciuble part of the cost.’
My friend, Mr. P. N (juha—we are very glad he has come back
again, Government cannot do without him—said ‘‘ that (Government
has no right to say that we must pay an educational cess even if we
can point out sources from which necessary funds may be had” My
friend Mr. Abul Kasemt said that ‘' there should be statutory pro-
vision for a substantial contribution by (Government. There are other
sources of taxation, he said, which should be tapped befure additional
taxation is levied”” Now, what has been done with regard to the
taxation provision? Section 30 has restored in entirety section 24 of
the original Bill. Some of my friends want thiv Bill circulated for
public opinion  ('an you g»t bhetter opinion couched in better and
stronger language than the opinions already received of Government’s
own officers? I would refer to some opinions of (fovernment officery—
Magistrates, Commissioners, subdivisional officers and others, and
they are entirely in ag:eement with us. The District Magistrate of
Birbhum opposes the levy of a cess on land altogether, for the press-
ing needs of the countrv are for fighting malaria and other epidemics
and the eradiction o/ water byacinth. The District Magistrate of
Midnapore apprehends that it would retard the provision of adequate
funds for an efficient public health organisation, for extension of
medical relief. for better rural water-supply and the improvement of
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agriculture. He must be a faddist, becanse he holds the same opinion
an we do. The Deputy Commissioner of Darjeeling writes *“ it appears
to be that the rate fised is rather high and will make the Bill
unpopular with the cultivating classes.”” The Muhammadan Literary
Sociaty says ‘‘ Government share of contiibution, say 50 per cent.,
should be incorporated ‘n the Act”” The Magistrate of 24-Parganas
says ‘‘ experience shows indirect taxation is better and less unpopular
than direct. The propused cess will give some trouble.”” The Com-
missioner of the Burdwun Division says ‘* much of the oppesition
would be withdrawn if Government would signify a minimum share
of the cost for which it would be responsible.”” The Commissioner
of the Presidency Divisiun says *‘ theres must be a statutory obligation
on the State to contribute a definite share of the cost which would
reduce the rate to three pice in the rupee and an express provision
to that effect should he iiserted in the Bill.”” The same is the opinion
of the Maginstrate of Jessore. The Bengal Chamber of Commerce say
this: ‘“ They would greatly like to see the Bill provide a smaller
cess to begin with, say a* the rate of one pice instead of four pice from
the cultivator and a quirter of that amount from the zamindar.”
The Magistrates of Nadia and Howrah also were opposed to the taxa-
tion clause. Can you expect any change if yvou refer the Bill to
Select Committee? [herefore the best thing to do is to stop the Rill
here and ask (Fovernrrent to bring a Bill which would be more popular
and if they refuse to do that, to give us time to bring up ouwr own
Rill.

Adjournment,

The Council was then adjourned till  p.m., on Tuesday, the 6th
August, 1929, at the Tuwn Hall, Calcutta.
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Precssdings of the Bengal Legisiative Counsil assembied under
the provisiens of the Government of (ndia Act.

THE Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall,
Calcutta, on Tuesday. the 6th August, 1929, at 3 pm.

Present:

Mr. President (the Hon'ble Raja MaNmatRy NatH Ray
CHavpHTRY, of Santosh), in the Chair, the four Hon'ble Members of
the Executive Council and 125 nominated and elected niembers,

Starred Questions
(to which oral answers were given).

Hunger-strike in Barisal Jail.

*18. Babu SARAL KUMAR DUTT: (0) Is the Hon'ble Member
in charge of the Dolitical (Tails) Department aware that Srijut
Satindra Nath Sen and some others were on hunger-strike for a long
time in the district jail of Barisal?

tb) If so, will the Hon'ble Member be pleased ta state -

(1) the reasuns for their hunger-strike;

(tr) what steps were taken to indure the hunger-strikers to tuke
food; and

(it2) for how many days the—hunger-strikeru were kept on artificial
feeding at a stretch?

(¢) Is it a fact that interviews for the purpose of inducing the
hunger-strikers to tuke food were not allowed to some friends of the
prisoners? If so, why?

(d) In it a fact that Srijut Satindra Nath Sen suffered substantial’
loss of weight us a consequence of the hunger-strike?

(¢) 1f #0, by how many pounds?

MEMBER In ohargr of POLITICAL (JAILS) DEPARTMENT
(the Hon"hie Sir Provash Chunder Mitter)s (a) Yes

(b) (1) The original reason given by Satindra Nath Sen was that
he was fasting for spiritual gain. Later he said that his reason for
continuing the fast was that he had been unjustly charged with an
offence under section 52 of the Prisons Act.
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(#) The Jail Superintendent, the District Magistrate and official
and non-official visitors endeavoured to persuade the prisoners to take
food, and food was always at hand in their ward.

(1if) One prisoner was fed by the stomach tube for 25 days, one
for 22 days, one for 17 days, two for 15 days, one for 13 days, three
for 11 days, one for 10 days, and one for 6 days.

(¢) Interviews were allowed to many persons including Mr. Subhas
Chandra Bose, M.L.c., and Mr. Sarat Chandra Guha, Chairman of
the Barisal Municipality, but were refused in some cases where the
Superintendent of the Jail considered that while the interviews were
unlikely to be effective in inducing the prisoners to take food in a
normal manner, they might cause excitement and fatigue, or where
the prisoners were unwilling or unable without undesirable effect to
go through the interview.

(d) and (¢) During his fast Satindra Nath Sen’s weight was
reduced from 139 to 112} 1bs.

Mr. KIRAN SAHKAR ROY: Will the Hon’ble Member he pleased
to state if Srijut Sat.nd-a Nath Sen has taken food now?

The Hor'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I believe he
has not taken food now.

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased
to state how many days it is since he gave up taking food?

The Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I cannot say
ofthand; within the last few days he has not taken food.

-

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY! Will the Hon'ble Member be
pleased to state whether any extra medical precaution is being taken
in the jails with regnrd to these hunger striking prisoners?

The Hen'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I believe the
Buperintendent, who is & medical man, is watching very carefully
the effect of the hungerstrike on the health of the prisoners.

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased
to state what efforts are being made to induce Srijut Satindra Nath
Sen to take food?

The How'hle 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I have no in-

formation just now on the poimt.
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Nustber of non-military Rifle shesting clubs and assesistions for
target practiocs.

*18. Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: Will the Hon'ble Member
in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state—

(i) how many non-niilitary Rifle shooting cluba and ussociations
for target practice on miniature and other 1anges there are
in this Presidency at present;

(i1) how many on miniature ranges and how many on other
ranges ;

(17) how many of them are Government or Government-aided
clubs;

(tv) in cases of Government or Government-uided clubs, for whom
they are mesut, and what amount is spent for, or given
to, each club yearly;

(v) on what conditions, if any. and in what form the license ia
given under the Indian Arms Act to those clubs; and

(ve) the names of the clubs or associations and their addrasses®

MEMSER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble
Mr. A. N. Moberly): (/) Two. ,

(1) One on a miniature range, one on a runge of about 100 yards
in length.

(it) None.

(ir) Does not arise.

() Form XV.

(vt) () Tollygunj Club, Ltd., Tollygunj, 24-Purganas. (2) B.-N,
Ttailway Minioture Rifle Club, Kidderpore, Caleutta.

All-Bengal Seitlsment Press Compositors’ Cenference.

*20. Mr, K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Hon'ble
Member in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state
whether he has received a copy of the resolutions and the proceedings
of the All-Bengal Settlement Press Compositors’ Conference held in
Jeasore on the 14th September, 19289

(b) If the reply to (a) is in the afirmative, will the Hon’ble Member
be pleased #o lay on the table a copy of the same?

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state—

() the number of resolutions passed thereat; and

(i5) what consideration Governmeut proposes to give to them?
]
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MEMBER in ohatrge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bie
Sir Provash Chunder Mitter): (a) Yes. ‘

(b) A copy is laid on the Library table.

(c) (1) Bixteen.

(1) The resolutions were passed before the Association received

recognition. Any reasoned representations submitted through proper
channel will be considered on their own merits,

Alisgations against Superintendent, Alipore Central Jail, and Press
and Forms Manager,

21, Mr. K, C. RAY CHAUDHURI: («) Will the Hon'ble
Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department he pleased to
state whether the Government had received a copy of a resolution
passed at a meeting of the Press Emplovees’ Aasociation, Calcutts,
held on the 25th May, 1929, making allegations sgninst the Superin-
tendent of the New Central Jail, Alipore, and the Pres« und Forms
Manager, Bengal ¥

(b) 1f the reply to (a) iz in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble
Member be pleased to stute whether the Government has tuken any
action in the matter? If not, why not?

. The Hov'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: () Yes.

(b) No. The Superintendent of the Jail refused leave to employces
on a day which was not a jail holiday. This is in accordance wilth
the rules in the Bengal Forms Manual.

Unstarred Questions
(anewers to which were laid on the table),

Politioal Prisoners.

4

21. Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon’ble Member in
charge of the Political (Jaila) Department be pleased to state—

(1) whether there are amy persons in Bengal jails classed as
‘“ special cla-s ’’ prisoners;

() what special treatment is accorded to special class prisoners;

(143) the numbeyr of ‘' special class '’ prisoners, their names and
the jails in which they are confined;

(iv) for what offences persons classed as *‘ special class ™ prisoners
in Bengal jsile have been convicted;
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(w) whether all political prisoners are classed as *‘ special class *
prisoners; and

(vi) if not, whethe: the Government are considering the desir
ability of treating all political prisoners as ** special class **
prisoners?

The Hon'bie 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (1) Yes.

(31), (1v) and {r) The member is referred to Chapter XXXIV-A of the
Jail Code.

(ti2) One. Satyaranjan Bakshi in the Presidency Jail.
(ri) No.

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased
to give his reasons for h's answer (v1)?

The Hon'’ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: 1 have nothing
to add to what I have already said.

Prisoners under the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Aot, 1925,
22, Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSBE: Will the Hon'ble Member

in charge of the Political Departinent be pleased to state—
(1) whether there awic any prisoners detained in the juils in India
under the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act of 1925;

(i) whather there are prisoners interned outside jails under the
said Act; and

(111) whether there are any persons whose liberty has been
partially restiained under the Bengal Criminal Law Amend-
ment Act of 1925¢

(1v) if so, their nawes and the nature of such partia]l restraint.

MEMBER in oharge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble

(i) No.
(i%) There is no restraint on the liberty of movement of any person.

(ir) Does not arise.

Refusal of a livence fer revelver to an M.L.0. of Pabna,

23. Srijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: («) Will the Hon’ble
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state the
number of persons (non-official) bolding licence for ravolvers in the
district of Pabna?

(6) How many of such persons also possess licence for guns?
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() Is it & fact that application for the licence of & rewolver
recently made by Srijut Jogendrs Nath Moitrs, m.t.c., Zamindar of
Sitlsi, of the distriet of Pabna, was refused?

(d) If the answer to () is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Mem-
ber be pleased to state the reasons for such a refusal?

(¢) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that under rule and order 32,
published in Bengal Arms Act Manual, 1924, Chapter ITI, page 153,
the said M.L.C. has the qualifications II, III and IV rendering him
suitable for the grant of the licence prayed for without any previous
inquiry ?

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: (a) Ten.

(b) Three.

(c) Yes.

(d) and (¢) The rule quoted is intended for the guidance of officers
dealing with applications for gun licences. The relevant rule in the
matter of applications for revolver licences is rule 58 on page 156,
which lays down that such licences shall be granted only in cases of
1eal necessitv. The case of Srijut Jogendra Nath Moitra was not
considered to be of that nature.

Accommodation of Muhammadan employess in Covernment quarters
at Darjesling.

24. Maulvi BHAMBUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Mem-
ber in charge of the Public Works Department be pleasad to state
whether it is a fact that the Muhammadan assistants and typists of the
Bengal Secretariat are sometimes required to go up to the hills with
the move of Government?

(M) If the answer to (a) is in the nffirmative, will the Hon'ble Mem-
ber be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing year by year,
for the last five vears, the approximate number of Muhammadan
assistants and typists who were taken up from all the departments of
the Bengal Secretariat?

(¢) Is it a fact that all the amistants and typists, viz.,, Hindus,
Mubammadans, Anglo-Indians and Brahmos, who are taken up to Dar-
jeeling, are provided with residential quarters by Government?

(d) In it a fact that the quarters which have been set apart for the
Muhammadan assistanta and typista can accommodate only eight
persous P

(#) Is it a fact that owing to the increase in the number of Muham-
madan assistants and typists in the Secretariat many of them are
required tn stay outside the Government quarters for want of accommoda-
tionP
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(P Is it & fact that much inconvenience i felt by these assistants
and typists in securing suitable accommodation in Darjeeling at
moderate ratesP

(g) If the answer to (f) is in the affirmative, are the Government
considering the desirability of taking proper steps for providing every
Muhammadan assistant and typist with proper accommodation while
staying at Darjeeling with Government?

MEMBER in oharge of PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT (the
Hon'bie Mr. M. C. MoAlpin): (a) Yes.

(b) 1924—1st trip, Approx. No. 9.

1924—2nd trip, Approx. No. 11,
1925—1st trip, Approx. No. T.
1925—2nd trip, Approx. No. &
1926—1xt trip, Approx. No. 9.
1926—2nd trip, Approx. No. 12,
1927—1<t trip, Approx. No. 11.
1927—2nd trip, Approx. No. 12
1928—1st trip, Approx. No. 11
1928—2nd trip, Approx. No. 10

(¢) Yes, up to the limit of accommodution available in Government
quarters, Others are paid house rent in accordauce with the provision
of the Darjeeling Allowance Code.

(d) Yes.

(e) Only those in excess of 8.

(f) Government are not aware of the fact.
(g) Does not arise.

Hunger-strike in Barisal Jail,

25. Dr. MOHINI MOHAN DAS: () Will the Hon'ble Member in
charge of the Political (Jails) Department be pleased to state whether
he is aware of the fact that Srijut Ratindra Nath Sen and others were
on hunger-strike for & long time in the district jail of Barisal?

(b) If so, will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state—
(i) the reasous for their hunger-strike;

(15) what steps were taken to induce the humgerstrikers to take
food; and .

(179} for bow many days the hunger-strikers were kept on artificial
feeding at a stretch? ‘
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(¢) Is it a fact that interviews for the purpose of inducing the
prisoners to teke food were not granted to some friends of the prismers?
1f s0, why?

(d) In it a fact that Srijut Satindra Nath Sen had substantial loss
of weight as a consequence of the hunger-strike?

(e) If 80, by how many pounds?

The Hon'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (o) to (¢) The
member is referred to the replies given to a starred question on this
subject put at this meeting by Babu Saral Kumar Dutt.

Burmese political prisoners in Bengal Jails.

26. Babu PRATUL CHANDRA CANGULI: (2) Will the Hon’ble
Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department be pleased to
state whether there are any DBurmese political prisoners in Bengal
jails?

(h) It the answer to (1) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble
Member be pleased to state whether they are supplied with Burmese
diet? 1f not, why not?

The Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER:! (a) There is
one Burman who was convicted in Burma of an offence under section

124-A of the Indian Pepal (Code

(h) No; he is keeping good health and there is no reason for giving
him special diet.

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased
to state whether any inquiry was made from the prisoner whether
he would like to have Burmese diet?

The Hon'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I want notice

of this question

Moslem employess In Jails.

27. Mavivi ABDUL HAKIM: Will the Hon’ble Member in charge
of the Political (Jails) Department be pleased to lay on the table a
statement abhowinge—

(1) the total number of—

" ‘(‘Q)'Ja‘ilm,
{b) Deputy Jnilors,
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{c) Assistant Jailors,
(d) Head Clerks,

(e) Jail Clerks,

() Factory Staff, and
(g) Sub-Jail Clerks,

existing at present in the Bengal Presidency;
(1) the number of Muhammadans in each cadre;

(i#f) the number of vacancies which occurred in each of the above
posts during the yvears 1927, 1928 and up to the end of
June, 1929; und

(iv) the number of ihese posts filled in by Muhammadans?

The Hon'bie 8Sir PROVASN CHUNDER MITTER: (1), (1), (i)
and (iv) A statement is laid on the table.

Statement referred to in the reply to clauses (1), (i), (1)) and (1) of

unstarred question No. 27.

Number of vacancies Number of poats filed
in the posts o by Muhsmmadans
Total Number of duriag— g~
Dealgnation. number Muhsmma-
of posts. dans In
esch cadre. 1929 1089
1927, 1928, up to 1927 1928, up o
Jupe Jume.
() Jailors .. 24 2 H 2 . 1
(%) Deputy Jailors 37 11 7 . . 4
() Amistant Jallors 17 7 .
{d) Head Clerks .. 5 . 1 ]
(¢) Jali Clerks .. 4 4 21 [} 2 [ [ 1
(f) Pactory Btaff . 154 54 3 ? 1 1 4 1
{#) Bub-Jall Clerks S8¢ [ 3} 3 2 1 1

* Inciuding Pross and Forms Department.
1 Including 21 part-tiswe clerks

COVERNMENT BILL.

The Bengal (Rural) Primary Edusation Bill, 1929,

The discussion on the Bengal (Rural) Primary Education Bill,
1028, was then resumed.

Raja BHUPENDRA MABAYAN SINHA Bahadur, of Noshipurs
After what had been said yesterday, I have nothing to edd, But
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from the speeches 1 gathered that the Bill has not bean able and has
failed to matisfy any party or any class of people in Bengal. Would
it be advisable for the Government to enforce such a Bill which has
a universal dissatisfaction® Moreover, the Bill is also very hard for
one class of people, namely, the agriculturists. The Government
desire to impart free primary education to the villagers at the cost
and sacrifice and at the life-blood of the poor cultivators. There are
artisans, school-masters und other classes of people besides the culti-
vating classes whose number is equally large as that of the cultivators.
The Bill provides to impart free education to those classes of people
without touching a single pice from their pockats. At present there
ia the road and public works cesses pavable by the cultivators only.
The advantages and henefits derived from these road and public work
censes are actually enjoved by both classes of people. Would it he
desirable to put anothey burden on the cultivators for the benefit of
other classes of people? To my mind, the taxes should he equally
distributed to all classes of people who would be directly benefited by
this Act instead of conventrating or putting burden to one class of
people only as suggested in the Bill.

Yesterday Babu Jitendralal Bannerjee observed that the Govern-
ment modified the taxation and proposed to levy one-fifth from zamin-
darw and fourfifths from tenants. I may say that even one pie tax on
a samindar or a tenure-holder is only a direct tax. There are,
besides, other indirect ard incidental taxes which a samindar has to
bear simultaneously, e.g. the collection chargss and so on. It is very
surprising that the Bili proposes 10 per cent. collection charges to
the union hoard, but it is silent in tha case of landlords, One may
say thut as the zamindar has his own agencies and gomasthas in
villages and as he has not to make any separate establishment for
the collection of cesses, there is no extra cost for this. If this principle
holds good for zamindars why should it not apply to the union board
which has also agencies for collecting taxes. On the other hand the
Bill, aa drafted, allows 10 per cent. collaction charges to these boards.
8ir, it is most surprising that at present no money is allowed in the
Roads and Public Works Cess Act for the realisation of these cesses.
But the Government wha have not to collect any cess but only to
keep account, make a very big profit thereby as maintenance charge,
1 think, about Re. 80,000 from the District Board Fund. So far as
1 remember, their charges ars about more than 6 per cent. on the
total collection for kesping accounts only, whereas the samindars, who
have to go to the interior of the villages and to make the collection
of 1 or 2 pies and they have to keep thousands and thoussnds of
accounts in their sherista, are sllowed no remuneration. If the samin-
dars are deprived of the sollection charges why should not the Govern-
ment,_who .have same avencies in the Collectorate such as sheristadar
snd:mteountant be deprived of itF Is thrre any justificstion to allow
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the collection charges to one person and depriving the other? From
this one can make a rough idea as to the amount of collection charges
which the zamindars have to bear and pay from their own pockets.
1f 6 per cent. be charged for keeping accounts how much can be
fixed for collection as well as for keeping thousunds and thousands
of petty accounts. It cannot be less than 15 per cent.

3-15 p.m,

Secondly, Sir, there s another indiract tax on the landholders,
namely, the cess from the rent-free holders. The cess from this class
of people is so small surh as half-a.pie or 8 pie and the collection
involves ro much burden and cost that the landlords generally, instead
of collecting the cess, nay it from their own pockets. Formerly the
road and public works cessex used to he collected by tha Callector
of a district but finding difficulty in collection. even with the Certificate
procedure, the work hac been entrusted to the ramindars with the
result that the zamindars have fo bear an additional indirect tax. So
if the proposed clause he accepted, the zamindars have to pay another
indirect tax of not less than two pies in a rupze.

Even for argument sake, if one pie tax be imposed on the ramindars
what bhenefit would they derive? Certainly, they would not get any
direct benefit hut they w:ll have one consolation that their tenants are
getting primary education. If that be so, the Government should have
more consolation and satisfaction to think that their subjects who arve
of morz permanent character than tenants, are getting free primary
education, If the rost for this consolution he one pie in every rupee,
what would be the charge for the Government for their satisfatiop—
certainly much more. But unfortunately, the Bill has not provided
any suggestion about Gevernment contribution. As it ix the duty of
good citizen to help a Government, so it is the duty of the Govern-
ment to help the people. But in the present Bill the Government
propose to contribute nothing and to extract all money from the one
class of people in order to impart education at the cost of the people.
This is inconceivable, There should be more provision in the Bill
as to the amount of contribution of the (Government.

With these few words I heg to oppose the measure.

Mautvi ABDUL KARIM: It would be superfluous to say that o
Primary Education Act has been long overdue in this provincs.
Although Bengal is regarded as the most advanced province in India,
m the mattar of primary eduestion it in far behind some of the other
provinces. In Madras an Elementary Educstion Act was passed a
decade ago, and in Bombay a similar Act has been in operation since
1923. Ia the Puajab, as remarked in o recent meeting of the Punjab
Legislatare by Mr. Calvert, the Education BSxcretary, ‘' Compulsion
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slready introduced in the Punjab represents two hundred times more
than the steps in the same direction taken by all other provinces of
India put together.” In spite of this *‘ marvellous progress” a
special committee has lately been appointed with a view to ths intro-
duction of compulsory primary education in the province.

It is very much to be regretted that the Government of Bengal has
been reprehensibly slow in taking necessary steps for the spread of
primary education. At last 2 Primary Education Bill was introduced
in the last ('ouncil, and it was refarred to a Select Committee consist-
ing of 32 memmbers. The (‘ommittee mat from tim» to time for about
six months, and thoroughly discussed the clauses of the Bill. That
80 many as nineteen of the members signed the report subject to their
notes of dissent unmistakably shows the great difference of opinion
that prevailed. The mo«t important question to he considered in this
connection is that of finance; unless adequate funds are provided little
progress can be made,

One of the points that was particularly stressed in the report of
the Select Committee, as well as in the notes of dissent by its members,
and alvo in the opinion expressed by those who were consulted in the
matter, was about the statutory obligation of the Stata to contribute a
definite share of th» cost of primary education, and insertion in the
Bill of an expresw provision to thisv effect. The Hon'hle Member in
charge of the Bill has uot, however, taken any notice of this volume
of opinion and has not thought it necessary to put in the Bill even a
word us to the share of cost that the Government is prepared to bear.
The Madras Education Act of 1920, on which the Bill bhefore the
House ix said to have been basad, provides as follows: ** When an
elementary sducation fund is constituted under section 32, the
Governor in Council shall contribute thereto a sum not less than the
proceeds of the taxation levied under section 34 on behalf of the fund.”’

** Provided that such contribution shall be in addition to, and
not in lieu of, the amcunt of recurring expenditure incurred from
the Provincial funds duning the financial vear before the coming into
force of this Act.”™

The Bombay Primary Education Act of 1923 recognises the statu-
tory obligation of the (fuvernment as regards the cost of Primary
Education by the following clause: —

*“ The Governmeant shall bear half of the additional recurring cost
of the scheme if the local authority is a Municipality and two-thirds
of the said cost if the local authority is a District Tocal Board.

Nothing in this ‘secticn shall affect the claim of any local authority
to any anunual grant which at the tims this Act comes into operstien
is being paid to it by the Government for purpoees of Primary Educa-
tion.”’ : o
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While othsr Provincial Governments have been bearing a fair
share of the cost of primary education, there seems to be no reason
why the Government of Bengal should not contribute an adequate
amount for primary education in the province. 1 have tabled an
amendment to this effect, and I hope the Member in charge of the
Bill will see his way to accept it.

The Select Committee’s recommendation ragarding the apportion-
ment of the proposed cess has not been acvepted. I need hardly say
that it would be unjustifiable to saddle the poor tenant with the major
portion of the cost of primary education. I hope the amendment 1
have proposed assignming’ an equal share of the cost to the landlord
and the tenant will be tuken into careful consideration. Besides, the
various avenues of indirect taxation should be thoroughly explored
in coming to a final decision regarding the financing of any compre-
hensive scheme of primary education in the province,

One other point on whick stress was laid in the notes of dissent
was the limited scope ol the Bill. The Seleet Committse discussed
the advisability of extanding the scope of the Bill s0 as to cover the
introduction of universal free compulsory primary education both in
rural and urbun areas. But this course was held to be out of order.
It was hoped that in the new Bill instead of merely making better
provision for primary elucation, u scheme would he provided for a
system of universal education within a definite period, for which the
country has long been clamouring. But this has not been done. The
Bill under discussion is as unduly limited in scope and extent as the
old Bill. There van be no justification for levyving a universal cess
unless education is made universal. It may not he possible to have
universal education in tho immediate future but w» should have
at least the ideal of universai eduration before us. But the Bill that
has been introduced has not that ideal.

The desirability of having one legislation for both rural and
urban areas was urged by several members of the Select Committes.
But urban areas have not been included in the scope of the Bill. 1
need hardly say that it 15 most desirable that the question of primary
education should be conrsidered as a whole for the entire province.
There might be differenves in the curriculum for different areas and
denominations, but there should be one uniform law for the whole
province. The Bengal Piimary Fducation Act of 1919 has bscome
inoperative for want of funds. Besides few of the municipalities have
shown any enthusiasm for primary education. Many of the munici-
palities are merely overgrown villages with a large rustic population,
If they are not brought within the range of the Bill, education of
thejr inhabitants will suffer. Moreover, the residents of these areas
(traders, money.lenders, lawyers and others) who are rich and pros-
perous and who have, in many cases, fattened on the ignorance of the
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masses, should not bz exempted from the proposed taxation. The Bombay
Primary Education Act of 1818, which was applicable only to the
district municipalities, wus repealed when the Bombay Primary Educa-
tion Act of 1823, which extended to the whole Presidency except the
city of Bombay, was passed. There is no reason why the same course
should not be followed in Bengal.

For the success of a new scheme of education, sufficient popular
support is essential. This should have heen kept in view in forming
the Central and District School Boards. It would be unwise to alienate
public sympathy by too much officialising these bodiss. I do not
think there is need for much official tutzlage in a matter of this kind.

Fon the reasons T have stated the Bill, T need hardly say, requires
thorough revision. It should be either substituted by a new Bill or
referred to a Belect Committee.

Babu AMARENDRANATH CHATTERJI: I read in the brochure
on Primary Kducation in Bengal by my friend Babu Naliniranjan
Barker that it was gratifving to find that the Bengal Government
seems to have become comscious of its responsibility as the introduc-
tion of the Primary Education Bill in this Council proves. It is
wratifving, nay it is fortunate that, after a rule of more than a
century and a half, the Bengal (Government have been roused to their
sense of responsibility, but it is unfortunate that I stand to oppose
the Bill, not because I dv not want our rural children to be educated,
hut because I do not want them to be deprived of their bread, manhood
and very life in the name of education. I have gone through the
Bill carefully and I an. fullv conscious of the fact that such a Bill
could be thought of hy 1bis (Government only.

In dealing with the prenmble, I heg to submit that the wordings
should have been—'* Wherens it is expedient to make provision for
further tightening the grip of the (Government in the rural areas, a
Bill for primary education be devized.”” This would have been more
honest and fair to a people who are striving for Swaraj.

330 p.m.

1 cannot persuade myself to believe that this Bill has been produced
out of a sense of duty and responsibility or out of feeling of com-
pession for the teeming millions of our illiterate rural people. Rather
it has been brought home to ‘he Government that the rurs}l people are
getting out of the hands of the Government, as the recent elections
have proved to the hilt, and I believe that the Governmeat people
who are at the helm of affairs set to work out a solution of the problem
and fouad out that unless they caught hold of theee people awbo
are growing into a nation at the outset of their life they could not
stand any longer where they were standing. This was the only motive
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why 4his Bill has been brought into existence. Sir, the grewing
influence of the Congress anii the growing attachment of the rural
people to the Congress workers and the rising aspirations of the paople
of rural areas for swaraj, the youth and the student movements, etc.—
these are the incentives of this Bill. I do not think that it is worth
analysing the Bill in dewil. Had it not come from Government, we
would not have discussed it on the floor of this House. Had it been
introduced by any one vlse who had some little interest in the psople
of this country we would have dealt differently with bim. But this
Bill, a8 coming from Guvernment, is merely a display of the trustee.
ship and is only to jusify their existence on the face of so mauy
ordinances and regulations which are prevailing in the country. The
policy that led the Government to pass ordinances is the very policy
which has made the Government to frame this obnoxious yet charming
Bill. Charming indeed is the title. Sir, it has been said that the
Bill has passed committee stage. No, Sir, that will not do. New
people have come into 1his Council, and if the Bill is ouce more
before the Council it must pass through another committes stage
because I have said new people have come in with a new angle of
wision.

We find that there i~ a central primary education committee pro-
vided for in the Bill. If w» look into the constitution of the com-
mittee we find that it is to be constituted of the Director of Public
Instruction, of the District Magistrate, of the Subdivisional Officer,
of the Inspector of Schools and so forth, und 1 beg to rectify a mistake
and would suggest that the names of the Sub-Inspector of Police of
the C. I. D. officers of the district and of the informers should also
be included in the committee. The Sub-Registrars and others might
also come in, and I do not know why their names should be left
out. It may be because there i still o sense of delicucy and decency
left in the Government. So the names of the police officers hava been
left out.

8ir, in Chapter 4 ot the Bill we come to the cess. Peopls are to
pay 5 pice on each rupee for the education of their children. The major
portion of this cees is to be paid by the agriculturists, as if our agri-
eulturists are richer than the zamindars, s if they are a thriving
people and can afford to pay that sum for the education of thei:
schildren. 8ir, somebody asked me about this cess, and I told him
that it wes guite in keeping with those people, one of whom ssid,
being asked if thero was famine in his district, that there was no
damine ‘' since leaves are left in the tress and women are not becoming
prostitutes.”’

Av. PRESIDENT: Mr. Chatterji, I must ask you to withdraw
that expression. I was told that you were making your maiden speech
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to-day. Naturally I was inclined to give you some latituds. T should
now like to hear from you more about the Bill than about things
which sre not directly connected with it.

Bahu AMARENDRANATH CHATTERJI: Very well, Sir, I
withdraw the expression. With regard to cess it ix a preposterous pro-
position. I think the provincial revenue ought to be responsible for
this expenditure. Sir, we know our country better than those who
framed this Bill and we know that our countrymen cannot afferd to
pay any further than they are now paying. If we could induce our
people and zamindars to pay 5 pice per rupée for education we would
have introduced national education on a larger scale. On behalf of
my constituency from which I have got a mandate I oppose this Bill
a8 it is absolutely impossible to agree to this Bill as it stands fo
#ll these causes 1 have dealt with. 1 therefore request my hon'ble
friends to throw out this Bill if possible or to xend it to a fresh Select
Committee.

Babu SURENDRA MOHAN MOITRA: I rise to join my voice
with that of my friend Mr. (Gupta regarding this Bill. T regret very
much that I cannot accord my whole-hearted support to it. The Bill
as it stands contains gsrms of more harm than good to our people.
To me it looks like a camouflage designed to de=ceive the people whose
clamour for free und compulsory education has been very insistent.
It do>x not provide fur immediate introduction of free and compulsory
education. There is not in it any indication how the education
proniised to our people will be imparted. There runs throughout the
Bill that suspicion abou: the capacitier of our people to mould our
own future which is writ large in the history of British rule in India.
At every atep we feel that we are still to be in the leading strings
of the officials. I do not find any resson why a district magistrate
or subdivisional oflicer should be an ex-ofticio member in school boards.
What is the necessity of these estimable gentlemen to be on the board.
Is it because that they are (overnment servants and therefore they
are experts in educatiom. I fight shy alto of nominations and appoint-
ments because I know from my own experience that it is more often
abused, Those nominations are practically made at the instance of
the district magistrates who use the power always on the principle
of patronages and not un the grounds of quality. This House will
bear with me for a minute when I cite an instance or two. How can
we account for a nomination in the managing committee of a first
grade Government college of a gentleman who bas no education what
soever and who does nol know the difference of purs mathematics
from mixed mathematics. who cannot follow =ven the discussion
in the committee, but has been glorified as a doctor, though I do nnt
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know whers he got this title. I know of other instances where nomi-
nations ave made in this way. Paople are nominated on the district
boards whose knowledge of the districts does not travel heyond the
houses of the Collector and the Superintend=nt of Police and whose
only qualification is that of giving parties to every incoming and
outgoing official. I next come to the question of taxation. We are
to pay & crore of rupees by taxation and 5 pice per rupee will have
to be borne by those people who can hardly make their two ends meet. To
tax the already overtaxad people who have hardly cne meal a day
is preposterous, when we find that the provincial revenus is squan-
dered by the Governmevrt for the so-called purpose of law and order.
Unless this portion of the Bill is recast und money is found by other
means say by indirect taxation, the Bill cannot be acceptable to ths
people. I then object to the method of realisation of the proposed
tax, because it will hurt the landlords first though it will ultimately
recoil upon the poor tenauts.

Sir, T raise my voice against the introduction of religious training
in these primary schools. My first reason is that it will seak to per-
petuate th> communal spirit which is already disfiguring our national
life and activities. My next objection is that I do not like to allow
my raligion to be contiolled in any way by an alien Government.
There has been cultural conquest already. Pray, for Heaven's sake,
do not try to conquer my- religion. It ix for these reasons that I would
like the Bill to be remdelled in the light of criticisms offered by
this side of the House. 1 would therefore like to make a praxent
of that admirable booklet written by my friend, Mr. Naliniranjan
Sarker, to th> Director of Public Instruction for guidance.

Mr. . M. SEN CUPTA: May I ask on a point of information
whether having regard to the fact that a large number of speeches
have been made oppos'ug the Bill, would it not be convenient to
have somebody from the Government side to speak in support of the
Bill.

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think I xhould call upon any member
to speak.

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Vitally interested though I am, as
a hamble member of this Hon'ble Council in all matters that primarily
affect the interests of the people, I must confess that on this occasion
1 am unable to speak anchoritatively on behalf of those whose interestx
will be mostly affected by the provisions of this Bill, because, un-
fortupately, Sir, I am not a landlord, fortunately Nir, I am not a
tenant, and providentiaisly, Sir, I am not rural, nor have 1 been
returned by a rural coustituency. As a vitally interested apectator
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it seems to me, 3ir, thal all this wrangling, this searching critieism,
this dissection is due to the fact that we shall be called upon to pay
for the administration of primary education. Now, 8ir, there is no
doubt in my mind that to some extent this child that has been pro-
duced is malformed but I doubt very much that if we had not been
called upon to pay for the maintenance of this deformed offspring
whether we should have at this stage criticised the provisions of this
Bill so intensively, 1 aw assured by a great protagonist of the
tenants, my friend Shah Abdul Hemid or rather Abdul Hamid Shah
of Mymensingh, that the tenants are dying to pay 4 pice or 5 pice per
rupee or even more if necessary, provided that this Bill is put into
operation and they get the inestimable boon of primary education.
They will forgat in their joy the drought that has affected their crops,
the floods that are playing havoc with them, the lack of irrigation
facilities, provided that they are educated and they are able to educate
their children. But he makes one grave condition, and that is that
this Bill should be in full operation in the course of a year so that
the people may know that they have received something in return
for what they are paying We know perfectly well, Sir, that this i-
impossible and many people will have to go on paying for years and
years before they will yet compulsory education introduced in their
districts. Therafore, Sir, I do not know to what extent this assurance
of the Shah Sahib will cairy weight when we come to consider whether
this Bill should be put into operation or not. Hence, Sir, with great
hesitation and considerable risk to myself, 1 presume to place hefore
the Council what my own views are in the matter. It seems to me,
Sir, that although there is & vital nacessity for o primary education
Bill to be introduced in this province and that as soon as possible,
it is yet early to place the Bill before the Council when the financial
condition of the province is in the wretched state in which we find
it to-day. Every year we¢ are met with a deficit; there is no money
even to carry on the ordinary administration, let alone any funds for
a Uovernment contribution from the general funds. 1 believe this
vear there was a deficit of a crore and three lakh< of rupees, Every
vear it will not be the good fortune of the (iovernment of Bengal
that a jute mugnate will expire and leave a very handsome sum for
its exchequer. We have approached the Government of India over
and over again with the plea that we are contributing far too much
for the Osmntral Governtment, that we are entitled in all fairness and
justice to certain dues that are mow being appropristed by it, that
we are umable 40 mset th.: deficit, that there is no reserve of taxation,
and mow we are going to tax our people ¢ pice, and 1 pice or 2 pice
and 3 pice whatever it may be in order to introduce this scheme of
geform. The Govesamert of India will turs round and say that the
noeds of the Government of Bengal are vital, that the nesds of the
sdministration are vital—far more vital thsn imparting education.
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The government has to be carried on first; later you can pay atten-
tion to subsidiary sctivities. If we do not provide funds for the
Government of Indis where will it get money to erect balustrades out-
side the Ochterlony Monument ground. My own humble suggestion
would havs been to deciare and affirmatively declare that there is
absolutely no reserve in Bengal on which te fall back for purposes
of taxation. We know ‘that there is no reserve and that we are com-
mitting a considerable amount of hardship on the poor people when
we are calling upon them to pay for this education. Sacrifice is essential,
but it must be limited to their capacity., I would like these expenses
of education were met from the general revenue. We are entitled to
have certain well-defined dues which are now heing taken by the
(tovernment of India spent on Bengal; and il these dues are given
to Bengal, then there wiil be a surplus from which to mest the expenses
from the general revenue, and we will not be called upon to tax
people when it is extremely doubtful whether they will be able to
pay these taxes. When the collection is made I would not like to be
in the shoes of my frierd the Shah Sahib and those gentlemen who
will stand up and say that the poor people are prepared to pay 4
pice or 5 pice freely, gladly On the other hand theirs is the risk
and theirs is the respon-bility. I have given my own views, which I
maintain is the correct view; we ought first to settle matters with the
Government of India before we launch upon such an ambitious scheme ;
but if my friends want to pay, why then let them have leave, and
that as soon as possible, to introduce this Bill, so that we may descend
to the details and begin to vote on the provisions of the Bill.

Mr, 81JOY PROSAD SINCH ROY: The Bill has now been criti-
cised in all its aspects and all its provisions have been carefully
considered and analysed in this Council. My friend the Raja of
Nashipur has attempted to make a special pleading on behalf of the
zamindars. Personally T feel that no special pleading is necessary on
behalf of any commnunity so far as this measure is concermad. My
esteemed friend, Mr. Jiiendralal Bannerjee, declared yesterday that
the Government were very kind to the zamindars because they had
reduced their share of taxation. But I may say that the Government
m this matter has neither been generous nor just either to the zamin-
dars or to the tenants. Sir, cess is going to be realised under the
Cess Act; and the Cess Act does not recogmise any caste, creed, com-
munity or class. The word *‘ landlord "’ does mot mean only rich
zamindars like my friend the Raja Bahadur of Nashipur or like your-
self. It also includes the class of landlords who are small tenure.
holders. When the Bengal Tenancy Act was passad in 1885 there
were about 7 lakhs of these tenure-holders in Bengal, Behar and
Orisss but their number is now about 50 lakhs in Bengal alone. In
the course of 50 years the number of tenure-holders has reached this

7
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appalling figure! Many people who were assessed as tenants or culti-
vating raiyats during a previous revaluation of cesses have now beem
assensed s tenure-bolders. Sir, the Cess Act is a wonderful law, it bas
elevated many poor tillers of the soil to the position of tenure-holders.
{Here I hold in my hand a copy of the cess revaluation roll of the
disirict of Pabna. I am sure most of my friends here are familiar
with the report of distress in Pabna because of the recent revaluation
of cesses there. A tenvre-holder before the revaluation was paying
5 annos G pies as cess: and would you believe it that under the re-
valuation he has got to pay a cess of Rs. 9-10-9 now, and this is not
an isolated instance. I can quote numerous cases like these and give
you the number of tauzies and the number of settlement khatians, the
number on the revaluation roll and every particular. 1 shall cite
another instance. Here ] hold in my hand an abstract from the cess
revaluation roll of Hooghly. There have been cases in which the
cess has heen increased from Rs. 2.1-0 to Rs. 6-3-0 and so on and
so forth, Innumerabls cases like these can be cited to show what a
dangerous process is that cass revaluation. The landlord wust find
out the money as the (fovernment must be paid, no matter whether
he can realise it from the tenants or not and it may be remembered
that the landlord is not always a rich man. The land revenue of
Bengal to-day amounts to two crores 15 lukhs from the permanently
settled area and the cess is Ra. 83 lakhs, that is to say that the tota)
Government demand from the land is Rs. 3 crores, and if this Bill
s placed on the Statute Book it will raise the demand by one crore
more. The total burden on land will be raised from 3 to 4 crores,
that is by 33 per cent. There are members in this Council whe belong
to the city of Calcutta and I ask them in all seriousness to realise
what would be the care !f the consolidated municipa¥ rates in Culeutta
is increased to-day from 19} per cent. to 30 per cent. The same will
be the vesult if this Bill 15 passed into law. The zsamindars of Bengal
do not enjoy powers under the Public Demunds Recovery Act to
realise their dues from :he tenants. They have no Cess Deputy
Collectors to overawe the tenants and they have gut to pay regularly
to (Government treasury the revenue and the cessei. All these things
should be carefully taken into consideration before we vote for this
Bill. 1 would suggest that instead of this indirect taxation there
should be a direct taxation like the Chaukidari Tax. We are plaving
a very dangerous game, and by one stroke of the pen we are going
to raise the total demand from agricultural properties by 33 per cent.
We must consider all these points thoroughly and in all its minute
details, and then determine our line of action.

Mr, P, BANERJI# The namo of the Bill introduced by the Hon'ble
Mr. McAlpin is the Bengzal (Rural) Primary Education Bill. Although
the mame is so charmingly attractive it is my misfortume that I have
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to oppose the Bill in toto. The Bill has been introduced with a parti-
cular motive and not with the purpose of imparting education in rural
areas. It has been stated that it will provide free and compulsory
primary education in the rural areas. I hope I shall not be mis-
understood when T oppose this Bill. T do admit that we want free
and primary education but we want education that should not only
be free to the boys but should also be free to the guardians at the
aame time and that it must be fres from official contiol.

4 p.m.

The primary object of education introduced by Government in this
country can be gathered from a study of the history of the last
century, when there wus a great discussion about the introduction
of Euglish education in this land. There wak a greut divergence of
opinion on this question, and though Mr. Macaulay supported the
introduction of English education in this country, but {rom hix memor-
able despatch we find that he wanted not to impart real education to
the paople of this country, becuuse he said that—'‘ We are at present
a board for printing books which ar» of less value than the paper
on which they are printed was when it was hlank, and for giving
artificial encouragement to abwurd history, absurd metuphysics, absurd
physics, and absurd theologv.”” That was the real intention behind
the imparting of Englich education in this country a century ago.
We also find from history that Mr. Macaulay and his friends wanted
to create in this land a separate caste-—a separate class—that would
serve us #u buffer between the rulers und the millions over whom they
ruled. That was the object at one time. Mr. Macaulay thought that
if English education cculd be properly imparted to the people of
this country, then within 30 yeurs they would forget their ideals,
their idolatry, and would become Christinns,

Then, Sir, we find tlat before the British came to this country
there were 80,000 village schools in Bengal, ie., one school for a
population of 4. After a century of British rule we find that only
7 per cent. of the population are liternte. This ix the result of the
education that was introduced a century ago. Since the pussing of
the local Self{jovernment Act in Bengal, primary education has been
entrusted to local bodies, and in most cases the non-official chairmen
of local bodies have chunged the curriculum to suit the children of
the soil, so that they might be imbued with some national conacious-
ness. At present the majority of the people are illiterate. With the
advent of the Britisk in this country the villags system was wwept
away, and with it the means of imparting primary education to
children. The villag~ system of Government enahled the children at
least to learn to read and write. We now want an education which
is conducive to the welfare of the people of this country.



100 GOVERNMENT BILL. [6ra Ave.,

8ir, Government now find that the education that is imparted under
the @gis of local hoards is beyond their control—

Mr. PRESIDENT: What about ihe Bill, Mr. Banerji® (Laughter.})

Mr, P, BANERJI: I am coming to that.

(Government want to bring this education under their control and
suthority, and that is the object behind this Bill.

Sir, the constituency which I have the honour to represent has a
population of about 5 lakhs, and 80 per cent. of this population are
illiterute peasants. They are already over-burdened with taxes, and
they have told me that they cannot pay any more taxes. They have
told me: “ We do not want this sort of primary education, as we
cannot pay any more taxes, With the taxes already on us, it is
impossible for us to keep our body and soul together and we are
starving. It is impossiMe for us to pay any more taxation, even for
such a good thing as education for our children.”

It has been suggested by some of my zamindar friends on the other
side that the taxation of one pice is even too much for them, while
the taxation of four pire suggested for the temants is not much, in-
asmuch as zamindars have to pay other taxes. I want to point out
to this House that the major portion of the tax will he realised from
the cultivators, who are already over-burdened with taxation. Then
there is another difficulty, vie., that the samindars while realizing
the one unna to he paia by the tenant will try to throw their share
of one pice also on to the tenant by illegal ways. I do not say that
every zamindar will do this, but there is a natural apprehension in
the minds of the tenanis that many zamindars will extort from the
tenant< the zamindar's share of the tax in an unlawful anner.
Their gomosthas will be instructed to realise the additional one pice
from the tenants by some means or other. The tenants further fear
that they will not only have to pay the zamindar’s share of the tax,
but alse additional charges for collection. This apprehension on their
part is not entirely groundless, and it is one of the reasons why they
refuse to pay any tax whatsoever for this purpase.

Sir. Government put forward the plea that they were looking to
ths interests of the tenants when they introduced the Bengal Tenancy
(Amendment) Bill last year, but it has not improved the lot of the
tenants,—in fact it has proved to bs a tenant-killing Bill. In the
present case, alwo, they have come forward with the plea that this
Bill iz for the education of the people of the rural areas, but it is
really an education-killing Bill. 1, therefore, warn Government
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against the time when the people will rise in mass againat them and
refuse to pay any taxation whatsoever, and when arguments and per-
suation would be of no avail. I appeal to the members of this House
to reject this Bill. 1f that is not possible, they should at least refer
it to & Select Committee, where it could be considered and re-examined.

With these words, Sir, I oppose the motion.

Mr. A. F. RAHMAN: Mr. I'resident, Sir, I do not pretend that
speaking at this stage will in any way influence the devision of the
House, because in matters lik: this decisions are made beforehand
outside the House. 1 have been listening to the debaute that has
been going on since yesterday, and 1 speak because I am greatly
bewildered by the attitude that some members have taken up over
this Bill. Yesterday, it was said that (fovernment had been guilty
of culpable negligence in delaying the introduction of thix Bill in
this House, but all the arguments that have been advanced by the
critics of Government plead for delay in the consideration of this
Bill. Each time a Primary Education Bill is brought before the
House, objections are raised, it is referred to a Select (‘ommittee,
minutes of dissent ure written, and the task of evolving something
tangible out of the chaos becomes as difficult as ever. The labour of
Government for about a year isx lost, and at the end we are content
to refer the Bill back again to a Select Committee or to have it re-
published for eliciting public opinion. The suspicion remains in my
mind, Sir, that we do not wish to tackle the question: In fact, we
want to shelve it.

Sir, 1 am not speaking as an expert on this question, because I
have been told that an expert is one who knows less and less of more
and more, and, from that point of vi~w, it is an honour which the
(tovernment must share with the critics of the Bill. T speak us a
layman, because I have been asking myself this question: ** What
is it that we have been wanting so long?"’ Do we or do we not
desire primary education for the masses of Bengal? Now, that we
have got the verdict of the public over this question—and which verdict
has been so often repeated—the critics of this Bill urge that it is a
measurs which has not received the approval of the public.

8ir, if it has been criminal negligence on the part of (Government
in delaying the introduction of this Bill, then all I can say is that
the attitude that has been displayed by some members is criminal
negligence amounting to ** slaughter.” To me it seems, after listen-
ing to the debates yesterday and to-day, that two vital objections have
been taken to this Bill. The first objection seems to be that the
principle of this Bill, or rather the preamble, does not go far enough.
The critics of the Bill would like that Government should at once
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declare for free compulsory universsl primary education in Bengal.
I admit, Sir, that I am in sympathy with this argoment. I should
have liked very much that (Government could have seen their way
to adopt the wording of the Bombay Act. Even if Government have
failed to do as far as the eritics would wish, does it in any way take
away the merit of the rrovisional scheme that has been submitted to
this House, which proposes to educate all the boys in Bengal within
7 vears? Sir, I think that on this ground alone we ought to support
this measure.

415 p.m,

The objection seems to me that if does not go far enough, that it
is only u step towards universul education. To throw out a measure
because it does not usher in the millenium is ruther peevish, and it
rather savours of an attitude to postpone the evil duy. Tt is the
first step that really counts. Sur:ly, if we are striving for a goal,
we cunnot object to a veginning heing made. In the scheme that
has been circulated by the depurtment, there is abundant evidence
that every sffort hux been mude to weet public opinion for universal
primary education within a reasonable length of time. 1f there are
limitations and imperfections these have heen imposed by the limi-
tation of funds. From the amendments that have been tabled, it is
vlear that the House expeets that the scheme would be in full work-
ing order within g reaseuable span of time say 7 or 8 ysars. That is
us it should be. Nobody expects that a vast and complex attempt
to educate the children of a whole provinee would be workable in a
dny or in a year. Time must be allowed, and if that iy coneaded,
within 7 years Bengal will have all her boys receiving instruction
in free primary schools. 8o far us girls are concerned, 160 per cent.
more will be recaiving education; here social customs and traditions
of a community will have to be considered, but 1 am confident that
within that time the desire for female education will be aff2ctive and
complete.  No more effective or completer scheme has come forward
and o Select Committee that laboured to hammer out an acceptable
Bill, ufter considaring all things, gave their benediction to this scheme,
sud on the busis of thia it worked. Thers may be und thers is bound
to be honest difference o1 opinion about the operation of the scheme,
about the machinery pruposed, about incidental details, but these
may be discussed on the #oor of this House. That is certainly not
a sufficient reuson for shelving the Bill either by circulating it or
referring it agnin to u Select Committee. The co-ordination of public
opinion and the svolution of something tangible from minutes of
dissent would relegate primary education to oblivien.  Such steps
are taken either when ‘the House is not clear whether the public want
a particular measure or when it has not made up its mind about the
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provisions. On both these issues the verdict has been given and I do
not think any useful purpose can now be served by shirking the con-
siderntion of this Bill.

Another objection to this Bill is the incidence of taxation necessary
to carry out the scheme. and I think 1 am right in saying that an
influential section is opposed to any fresh tax being imposed. Too
often we have the courage of the conviction of others. Much may be
said against GGovernment for the method it has proposed for raising
the necessary funds and ignoring the recommendation of the Select
Committee on this particular point alone, [ am not sure if it has not
alienated the sympathias of those who would have sucrificed much to
see the mensure carried through, but the proper place 1o force these
recommendations on a reluctant (Jovarnment is ths floor of this House
and at the proper time they will be urged, but the main position is
perfectly clear. Nobody ever believes that the ordinary rsvenue of
this province can finance a scheme of this magnitude, If we are
genuine ahout our desite for free primary education, we must find
the necessary funds and at 8 very modexst reckoning, 1 crore of rupees,
If we have the fuintest hope that somshody will come to our rescue,
or some other agency will spve us from an unpleasant duty, we ought
to retire from the arena of public life. The fact has to be faced
squarely that, for the present at least, fresh taxation would be neces-
sary.  If at any future period this becomnes unnecessary, is thers any
question that Jegislators would not be quick to grusp the chance? The
source thut has been proposed is the result of anxious and careful
thought; if uny alternative capable of vielding as much and imme.
diataly s suggested, the House would welcome it,

I suppowe this s one of the biggest steps towards nation-building,
und if this meusure is nassed it would be u golden achievement in an
otherwise burren record of public activity, From that point of view
a fair chance at least ought to be given to this Bill. It has taken
too long to come before us; everybody has professed love for the vision
but practically evervbody has been inhospitable to the material form.
Such an attitude would mzan our inability to face really supreme
issues. There must be room for a variety of opinions on some of the
clauses of the Bill, and those thut nre a little nervous about the
passage of tha Bill would he prepared to concede much for the sake
of the ultimate good. Jut any attempt to shelve the question inde-
finitely und lose sight ¢f it in the frenzied attempts at constitution-
waking in the near futurs would be resistad; no comvincing reason
exists for circulating the measure, or referring it again to a Select
Committee. A concrete proposal after vears of preparation and
embodying the public dvmand is before the House; may be, it i full
of tangles but these ought to be straitened out on the floor of the
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Legislative Council. It would be impolitic to delay its consideration
any longer, and it would ba disloyalty to the faith of the electorate
in its representatives.

Mr, RANJIT PAL CHOUDHURI: Sir, 1 do not support this
Bill and that is for its obvious odius features. The Bengal (Rural)
Primary Education Bill as it is before the Council ought not to get
the support of the House. But the attitude would hawe been different
had the Bill been directed towards free and compulsory education
and the taxation had bheen shared by all classes alike. I ought to
say that the costs for the extension of primary education should not
be met by such a taxstion of a discriminating character. Fairness
would rather demand thut such a tax should fall equally on all those
whose children the moaasure was contemplated to benefit directly. But
to assess this cess so tha! the burden should fall more heavily on the
land-owning class to the exclusion of people who make huge profits from
trade, commerce and money-lending in rural areas is nothing but
unfair and unjust, specially in view of the fact that zamindam’ sons
and wards will not be solely benefited by that measure. Again, i.
it is said that only the landlords by reason of their high social stand-
ing are in duty bound to foster the spread of such education for the
benefit of their tenantry such presumption would be ungenerous.
Matters might have assumed a different aspect when their relations
with the tenants were friendiy and cordial and when they have had
enough to give and spure. But in these days of stress and strain—
when the zamindars themselves ars no hetter than mere tax-collectors,
when subinfeudation is the order of the day, when their velations
with their tenants have been rendersd far from plessant by more than
one agency, when they ure subject to a lot of indirect taxation bhesides
the peremptory (Jovernment dues, when their own financial condition
is far from easy and when they are occasionally worried by a number
of culls on their private generosity—it would be an act of injustice
to seek to ovsrburden thix section of the people with the additional
vess and that for carming out a measure in the benefita of which
they come in only remotely. The burden becomes still more odious
when it is obwerved that only the samindars are specially picked out
therefor for the maint skare of the liability to tha entire exclusion
of merchants, traders und shopkaepers, bankers and mouney-lenders.
One would naturally be led to think in face of such a fact that
perhaps the object of such wilful sxemption is that the latter classes,
among whom there are slso non-Indians, may not be affected in any
way, lest there should be a storm of agitation from those quarters.
Porhaps it has been thonght that the incidence of the taxation should
fall mostly on the landowning clasa because they are in a minority
and there are no foreigners among the lot, specially when they have
been weansd from public sympathy obviously because of their only
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sin of owning lands either by heredity or by title. But to make the
cess fair and impartial the imposition thereof should befall on atl
classes alike and, even then, an easy rate should be assessed. The
Local Government like ihat of Bombay and Madras should also con-
tribute its due share towards the costs.

Sir, I cannot forbear pointing out incidentally in this connection
that the educated middl>-class—one of the two potential factors that
infuse our body-politic with the vital rap-—has been slowly but surely
ruinously affectd during the last nine years by the ingeniously devised
economic pressure of the Meston Award over which there has been
g0 much shedding of crocodile tears from interested quarters. The
landed aristocracy—tlrs other powerful factor—was next to be affected
in order to complete the circle for the subversion of the two coalescing
forces. Now no ignoring the fact that the land-owning class has also
been hard hit by the latest tenancy enactments. This taxation over
the Bengal (Rural) Privary Education Bill is calculated to add to
the already many wronys to which that class has already been sub-
jected. Indeed landed a-istocracy, notwithstanding all thes» untoward
circumntances, have hitherto stood firmly by the standard of loyalty,
but I fear they may have to brenk away eventually if too much such
stress ia put upon them indirectly,

Thus I cannot be a party to such a measure as discriminates class
from class and burdens indirectly a minority class with an odious
cess to the exclusion of other classes who are also rich and able
enough to bear the burden and who should also be made to shoulder
the liability. It will not do to come to a basty deeision in a matter
like this. ‘The subject should again be referred to a Select Committee
and public opinion has ¢lso to be invited before we, their representa-
tives, can commit ourse'ves in any way, Besides, this Bill is apt to
leave room for «till further similar taxation in future if free and
compulsory education is ever decided upon if ita odious features are
not oppoasd betimes. The loecal (Jovernment is to give an undertaking
to the House as to what proportion of the cost they would shoulder
themselves. Again the control of the finance and administration of
that education should le entirely vested in the people themselves,
i.e., in the local bodies, including the realisation of taxes,

Mr. PRESIDENT: Refore 1 adjourn the Council for prayers I
should like to inform the House that when we reassemble I will
take up the amendments. It is quite fair that those members who
have given notices of amendments should he given a chance to move
their amendments.

[At 430 p.m. the Council was adjourned for pravers and it reas
sembled at 4456 p.m.}]
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The following amendment was, by leave of the Council, with-
drawn : —

Srijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA to move, by way of amend-
ment, that the Bill and the Report of the Select Committee on the
previous Bill on the subject be circulated for the purpose of eliciting
opinion by the 15th Novamber, 1929,

Mr. BIJOY PRASAD S8INCH ROY: I formally move, by way of
amendment, that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting
opinion thereon, hefore Ist November, 1929,

Maulvi ABUL KABEM: I rixe to oppose the motion for the
ecirculation of the Bill for eliciting opinion. I do not want to intrude
upon the time and patience of the House but 1 feel that I shall not
be justified in recording a silent vote on this question,

Ax regards the moticn itself T have omly to say that we have
already got a large volume of opinion; opinion in plenty and to
spare; opinionk good, bud and indifferent.  Therefore it is absolutely
unnecessary to try to get further opinions. 1 submit that if this
motion ix earried the result will be that the consideration of a Rill
for the introduction of primary education will be indofinitely post-
poned. It has been postponed already for a pratty long time on
account of the tardiness of Government, and secondly, though in a
amaller weansure, on aceount of our own conduet. It will be absolutely
wrong 1o cause further delay by sending this Bill for eliciting public
opinion,

I am wurprised, Sir, that this motion has been seriously made
because the mover himeelf wux u member of the Select Committes
that considered this Bill during the last Council.  He had in his
possession a very large volume of opinion recarded by public bedies
as well as by individuals, and ax an active member of that Committee
he was fully aware of them and must have studied them all. Wlat
further information he wants [ cunnot say. Various criticisms have

. been passed on the provizions of the Bill. 1 am not on2 of those who
wdmire either the drafiemanship or the statesmanship which is respon-
sibls for this Bill; but at the same time, I think, that we ought to
do our best to introduce free compulsory and universal primary
education an early as pussible.

On the one hand we have a Government who have already neglected
their duty and I might say their responxibility in this matter so
jong. No measura, at any rate no legislative measure, can be said
1o be perfect; neither is any mensure perfect or of a nature that will
satisfy all sections of the people. 1t must, in the nature of things,
be defective and this Bill is no exception to the general rule.
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I am ‘pereonally interested in this Bill, because I do not happen
to be isolsted like my friend Mr. H. S. S8uhrawardy; I have to pay
rent to my landlord and T also realise a few pence from my tenants.
What is more, Sir, I am a rural man, and what is the most important
of all, T represent a rural area. Thus ¥ am much interested in it.
It has been said that owmr friend from Mymensingh ix willing to pay
4 pice in the rupee or even b pice for primary education. That
signifies not that there is the least justification for this mode of taxa-
tion of the tenantry, but that he is so anxious for the introduction
of primary sducation that he is prepared to make a sacrifice and pay
anvthing. If anything. it does eradit to his feelings and patriotism.
1t has been said that thi: measure might be delaved till the financial
position of the (overnment of Bengal improved, I submit that the
financial position of no (Government can ever improve unless and until
members of the administration try to improve if. It is in their
hands to make a prosperous or a deficit budget, nnd if they curtail
unnecessary expenses on their expensive departments thrre will be
sufficient money for the necessary demands, We have been told that
money is not forthcoming from the Government purse for the expun-
sion and extension of free and compulsory education. 1 submit that
(fovernment's primary duty, as my friend Mr. J. 1. Bannerjee said
ve-terday, is to provids for universal primary education and I submit
that it ix no part of a Government's business to mamintain or pay
for higher or university education. The policy of tiovernment in this
country has always been to huild from the top. They spend their
energy and resources and their time upon the advancement of higher
education. So far as it goes. it is good but this has been done at
the cost of primary edueation. They have paid very little attention
to peop}> in the rural areas but the time has come when they should
realise their responsmbility in this matted and come forward with
generous help for the introduction of this mensure, The measure, as
it v at present drafted, is in many points defective and 1 think that
the time for consideraticn of these defective points is when we discuss
it clause by clause.

About the gensral principles of the Bill T want with your permis-
sion to make ona olwervation about the incidence of taxation. We
in the Select Committer after a great deal of deliberation came to a
sort of compromise of a two and three pice basis, but I find that the
Government of Bengal have in their wisdom overruled that recom.
mendation of the Select Committes in the present Bill. I quite
admire the tender feelings of the Memberv of (lovernment for the
Jand-holding classes but T submit that it is the masses, the tenantry
of Bengnl, who are the stronghold of the province and their interests
should be the primary concern of Government. My friend Mr. Bijoy
Prasad Singh Roy has given the House certain facts and figures. He
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says that the total land revenue from the permanently setthed districts
of Bengal comes to 2 crores 15 lakhs but the roads and public works
cesses come to about 8 lakhs 31 thousand and it may go up. For
another crore a demand may bhe made to the land-holding classes. 1
submit that the total rent roll of Bengal, that is, the rent realised
from the tenants of Bergal comes to about 18 crores and out of this
the revenue which goes to the public purse is only 2 crores and 15
lakhs. Now, wherz doss the balance go? I beg to submit that the
zamindars make a profit of about 15 crores and if they are asked to
pay a share of this profit for primary education it is neither unjust
nor unfair,

Sir, we are told although not in so many words, but indirectly,
as to why a particular class should pay for the education of children
who do not belong to that class, and why should the ramindars, the
merchants or professional men, ete., be called upon to pay for the
education of day labourers or cultivators and other raivata? My sub-
mission is that so long as tha poor cultivators and day labourers have
to pay for the higher cducation of the middle and higher classes,
they can demand and have a right to demand this from them.

1 hope, Sir, that Government in their turn will not be so unrenson-
able as to insist upor this Bill heing passed as it is. If that be the
attitude they are going to adopt, then I am afraid the prospect of the
Bill becoming law is not very bright and in that case they would be
taking a very serious 1esponsibility on themselves. On the othar
hand care should be taken that it may not be said that Government
wanted to introduce fres and compulsory education but that the legis-
lature thrsw out the legislative measure. If, however, (Rovernment
insist on the present provisions of the Bill without any reasonable
compromise | submit the responsibility for the wreckage of the Rill
will lie on the Members of Government and not on this House.

Various amendments numbering about 380 have heen tabled and
I submit that shows clearly that there are many defects in the Bill
as it stunds, But I hope und trust that good semse will prevail and
that (tovernment will bh» induced to make reasonable und necessary
changes. Sir, ] um not ons of those who exercise their brain and
ingenuity to shirk respunsibility by bringing forward motions which
would have the effect of delaying the introduction of free and com-
pulsory primary education in this province. I am one of those and
1 am willing to concede to (Government the necessity of the taxation
proposal, but I should like that some measure should be passed and
brought into operation immediately.

It has besn said, Sir, thet the preamble is defective and so it is.
And I do not sse any reason why it should not be allowed to be
improved. Again, it -hae been said that compulsory sducation canmot
be introduced for some {ime owing to want of traimed teachers. 8ir,
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I have every respect for our trained teachers. I know they are very
good people and that they are very efficient instructors, but I see no
reason why we should make a fetish of them. I believe thers are a
large number of members in this House who have been taught and
learnt under teachers who were not trained teachers but ordinary
educated men, and 1 believe they were good enough in those days.
(Here the membar reached the time limit).

With these words I oppose the motion for circulation.

Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I beg to withdraw the motion
which 1 have moved.

The following moticn was then, by leave of the Council, with-
drawn:—

‘** That the Bill be rirculated for the purpose of eliciting opinion
thereon before 1st November, 1929."

H p.m,

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motions standing in the names of Babu
Manmatha Nath Roy, Rai Satyendra Nath Roy Choudburi Bahadur,
Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray are more or less identical, 1 specially
selected the motion of Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy because it gives
us the longest period for eliciting opinion on the Bill, and having
regard to the fact that this motion has been withdrawn, I think the
others need not he moved.

The following motions were therefore not moved: —
Ssbu MANMATHA NATH ROY to move by way of amendment

that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of ecliciting public opinicn
thereon by the Jlst October, 1929.

Rei SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHUR{ Bahadur to move
by way of amcndmen that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of
eliciting public opin:on thereon before the 30th October, 1929.

Kumar SHIB SHEKHMARESWAR RAY to move by way of
smendment thar the Bill bs circulated for the purpose of eliciting
opinion therson before 15th October, 1929.

The following motion was called but not moved :—

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY to move by way of amendment
that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee oconsisting of—

(1) The Hon'bix Member in charge of the Education Depart.
aent,

(2) Mr. A. J. Dash,
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(3 Mr. E. B. Stapleton,

(4) Dr. ¢, A, Jenkins,

(5) Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose,

(6) Dr. I’ramathanath Banerjea,
(7) Babu ilejoy Krishna Bose,

(8) Dr. Bulhan Chandra Roy,

(9) Mr. Barada Prasanna Pain,
(10) Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta,

(11) Babu Jitendrala) Bannerjee,
(12) Mr. Bijoy VPrasad Singh Roy,
(13) Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee,
(14) Babu Naliniranjan Sarker,
(16) 8rijut Taraknath Mukerjea,
(16) Babu Amarendra Nath Ghose,
(17) Mr. D. N. Koy,

(18) Maulvi Abdul Karim,

(19) Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy,

(20) Maulsi Shawsuddin Ahmed,
(21) Maul+i Abul Kasem,

(22) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque,
(23) Maulvi Syed Nuusher Al
(24) Mr. A, K. Fagl-ul Huq, and

2) the mover,

with instructions to sulwit their report by the 3lst Uctober, 1929,
and that the numbes of members whose presence shall be uvecessary
te constitute s guorum shall be nine,

Mr. NALINIRANJIAN SBARKER: | move by way of amendment
that the Bill he referred to a Select Comnmiittee consisting of—
(1) The Hon'ble Member in cuarge of Education Department,
(2) Mr. Subhas Chtandra Bose,
) Babu Surendra Mohan Moitra,
(4) Dr. Pramathanath Bunerjea,
(6) Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy,
(6) Babu Amarenha Nath Ghase,

(7) Babu Sarul Kumar Dutt,
/R Kawi RFmdadul Hanna
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(9) Mr. Rassur Rabman Khan,

10) Maulvi Shamsuddin Ahmed,

(11) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haqae,
(12) Maulvi Abdul Karim,

(13) Mr. A. F. Rahman,

(14) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Alimuzzaman Chaudhuri,
(15) Mr. W. L. Travers,

(16) Mr. J. Campbwll-Forrester,

(17) Kumar Shil. fhekhareswar Ray,
(18) Mr. Syamapresad Mookerjee,

(19) Dr. Bidhan Chundra Roy,

(20) Babu Akhil Chandra Datta,

(21) Babu Bejoy Krishna Bose, and

(22) myself,

with instructions to submit their report in time for its presentation
at the Novemher sessior. of the Council, and to keep particularly in
view the desirability of making primary education compulsory in the
province within a definite period, and that the number of members
whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a quorum shall he
ten.

In exercising my pewer under the rules of this House to move
an amendmsnt to the notion of the Hon’ble Member in charge, I
would have felt lacking in my duty had [ done so without giving to
the question under discussion my most earnest and careful considera-
tion. I move this amendment, therefore, in no light mood, and with
a full sense of respousibility.

1 realise that the operation of compulsory universal primary educa-
tion is the most importart factor in the political economic, and social
uplitt of wur countrymer  We have launched o fight for freedom--
freedom from foreign domination, freedom from ex-ploitation by
capitalists. In fact, it 1= the grim fight of the suffering weak with
the unmerciful strong in every sphere. Such fight can never be
efficiently carried on if the masses are not literate. They cannot he
taught to be stronger, nor can they resist oppression till they can
realise their position thiough learning of facts by the usual methods
of publicity and then express themselves in the same way. Moreover,
the continuance of such battle involves improved economic conditions.
This can be largely effected by primary education. Tha Agrioculture
Department has estimated for instance, that the agriculturists of the
province could easilv carn another B crores of rupees s year with.
out further capital eutlay. if they could only understand the utility
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of growing selected varieties of jute and paddy. Then again with the
ability to read, health and sanitation propaganda will be rendersd
more eflicacions. The population will be able to protect themselves
from epidemics, and the many diseases which beset them at present.

But while I realise this, I realise also that the Bill must enable
us to attain our real ohject. This the present Bill will not enable
us to do. It bas many defects. I need not elaborate them. I need
only say that it is half-hearted, dilatory, and inadequate. The most
important of these defects is that the control and ipitiative of our
education will rest with (he Government. With Government initiative,
it is my considered opinion that it will not bring about even the
merest ‘‘ expansion”’ as contemplat>d in the preamble, not to speak
of universalisation of primary education within a reasonable period.
And with such unlimited control in the hands of an alien and irres-
ponsible (Jovernment it will be impossible for us to obtain the kind of
education which will fit tha masses for the struggle before them—the
struggle for freedom which 1 have already emphasised. Even in a
free country, one of the greatest of philosophers has said that Govern-
ment control in educaticn ** aids to restrain, rather than develop, the
energies of men.”” How much more does this truth apply to a subject
country like ours, a country striving against vested interests to attain
its proper place in the world’s nations. By this Bill the powers relat-
ing both to polity and .0 general control are reserved to the Govern-
ment, who alone are to hold all the strings. The process of applying
these powers have been perfected hy a team of officials consisting of
the Director of Public Instruction, the Commissioner, and the Magis-
trate. The Inspector-General of Police and the Deputy Inspector-
(General of the C. 1. . have been left out either as a rare case of
oversight, or perhaps because their functions will be exercised in other
ways.

Sir, if you want an example of the futility of official initiative
and control in education, the working of the Bombay and Madras
Governments Acts enablex me to give you one in spite of the eulogy
of our hon’ble friend Mr J. L. Bannerjee yesterday. The Bombay
Act made it the declared policy of (Fovernment that universal free, and
compulsory primary education should be reached by a definite pro-
gramme of progressive expansion within a reasonabls period not
exceeding ten years. This was the declared policy. The declared
result nfter seven or eight years’ working as expressed in the resolu-
tion in the review of the work during the years 19256-26 was as follows ;: —

* Compulsory education had so far been introduced in six muni-
cipal areas, vis.,, Bombay City, Bandra, Satara, Dhulia, Surati and
Byadgi.” )

** The expansion of primary education under the Primary Education
Act hes unfortunately been hampered by lack of the neceesary funds
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with Government who liave recently been obliged to issue a Press
Note warning local autborities that unless there is expansion in the
public revenues in the near future schemes for expansion of primary
education whether on a voluntary or compulsory basis, which may
be submitted by them for sanction, will inevitably be held up till
times improve.  (Government, huwever, see na reasun why local
authorities who have increased their ravenues hy additional local
taxation should not undertake scheme of expansion within their own
resources even though the two-third contribution from Government
laid down under the Pyimary Education Act may not be forthcoming
either now or in the immedinte future, Local authorities who take
the initiative in starting schemes of their own may rest assured that as
soon a8 their financial position improves, Government will not fail
to come to their assistance.”” The case of Madras is no better.
Sir. Mr. Bannerjee has also deseribed the Bill, with more vigour
than truth juatifies, as ** ill-conceived, ill-cooked, and ill-digested.’
I do not agree. The Bill may be illconceived, but from the chef's
point of view it has been exceedingly wellcooked, though it has not
vet been digested. As for its being illconceived, of which there i
no doubt, it is well-known that one cook too many, in fact my friend
himself, was responsible for the conception of the (‘entral Board being
merely advisory and not executive, a provision wholly ngainst the
fundamental principl> o} the scheme of primary education. The in.
tention of (Jovernment :n putting this Bill before the House seems
to have heen to hold bafore tha public guze a picture of their solicitude
for the cultural uplift ot the people, but that picture has shown more
than it was painted to :how—it has brought out its real motive, It
ix a cover for the criminal neglect of one of the most vital functions
ot the State—a function which more than sixty vears ago cuused the
then Governor-GGeneral to say that he could not ‘“ bear any longer
the reproach that almost nothing has been done for the education of
the people of Bengal.”” But, Sir, the British are a manly racs. His
Excellency and his successors have managed to bear the pain aince
then with commendable Christian fortitude. Indead, the finances for
the project under the Bill have been so carefully arranged that the
largest share of the burden has been shifted on to ths people, though
Government still holds the reins. The State contribution has been
proposed to be limited to the present grant—and even this insignificant
grant has not been given a statutory sanction, Some of my friends
on this side have emphasised the necessity of a larger share of the
expenses being borme by Government, who should earmark a sum—
say 75 lakhs or & crore—towards the cost of primary education. But
I realise the difficulties of Government. I- would consequently be
satisfied with a compronise if such compromise prescribes in the Bill
a statutory minimum contribution on the basis of their present ex-
penditure on primary ecducation supplemented by an annuval® M
8
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provided for in the yeorly budget, according to its resources, This
should not bz unusually difficult. I have not the least doubt that
it Government could, for example, restrain the enthusiasm of
Mr. Addams Williams, the greatest deltaic engineer in the world, for
wasting public money in productively unproductive schemes, and then
their own partiality for vxtravagant expenditure on bricks and mortar,
they could easily contribute at least 50 lakhs a year to the cause of
primary education, It is their duty, for as the United States Bureau
of Education has put it, ** to educate all its people without exception
is both the duty and the right of democracy. If these people have
been deprived of educational opportunities in their youth, it is the
duty of the nation to extend this blessing to them now in their years
of maturity; if these people have neglected their earlier opportunities,
democracy has the right to demand that they correct the deficiency
with public assistance at once,’’

Sir, T will not weary the House with the further defects of the
Bill. It is defective, hut in the light of the amendments you have
sllowed, I feel that it cun at least be made workable for making a
good beginning, though under the limitations imposed by the present
system it cannot bs made ideal. This is why I want to send the
Bill to a Select Committee.

It may be said, Sir, that the defects can be remedied by pro-
posing smendments, clause hy clause, on the floor of this House. 1
submit in ‘reply that though this course is open to me, and though
I have provided for it, the Bill is so fundamentally defective in
principle and format that such amendments will not do much more
than patch up a Bill which is hardly worth the trouble of patching
up. Serious changes, considered changes, must be made, and they can
only be made in the calm, collected and comparatively favourable
atmosphere found in the meetings of Select Committee.

Moreover, both on the grounds of merit and technicality the Bill
should be recommitted 10 a Select Committee. Truwe it has already
had the so-calied approval of a Selact Committes, but the Bill before
the House is not the Bill which was discussed and settled in the last
Committee. It has been modified and recast to suit the ends of
Government, and the House is practically called upon to vote on a
new Bill, on the assumption of its previous sattlement by a Select
Committee. DBut apart from all that, the Bill should be recommitted
to a Select Committee on the grounds of merit alone, for the majority
of the members who signed the report, sigmed it subject to serious
notes of dissent. In fact, Sir, it would be difficult to find a page
of names more conspicuously starred. Any Government would have
felt ashamed to allow <«uch a document—almost an insult to the
House—to see the light of day, but in Bengal, Sir, sensitiveness is
not one of the weaknerass of the Government.
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Therefore, Sir, it is on both moral and technical grounds that I
move that this Bill be committed to a Select Committee, consisting
of the members mentioned in my amendment.

Sir, I resume my seat. feeling that no member—at least no non-
official member—will seriously oppose this amrendment.

5-15 p.m.

Or. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: Sir, I ask for permission to move
my amendment at <hoit notice as I would like to include certain
more names, viz.. Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq, Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh,
Mr. Jitendralal Bannerjee—-

Mr. PRESIDENT: Those are not the names in my list here.

Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA: May I explain® We have consulied the
different groups in this House and there seems to he a general agree-
ment amongst most of the parties in thix House, except of course
the Government, that the Bill should go to the Select Committee.
On that basis we are putting in further names, and I submit that
as there is a general agreement you should give permission to include
further names. ’

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 have no objection to the short notice amend-
ment but it must be before me.

The Hon’ble Mr. M. C. McALPIN: May I ask how the amendments
are to be taken?

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 will first put the amendments which are
amendments to the original amendment; and if these are carrisd
I will put this list of new names which I have with me, along with
the names suggested in the main amendment.

The Hon’bles Mr. M. C. MOALPIN: My question really was whether
there would be one amendment first as to whether there should be
refersnce to the Select Committee without any names.

Mr. PRESIDENT: | have no objection to divide the amendment
it the mover theraof has no objection. But I think it makes very
little difference whether I split it up or take it as a whole. I am,
however, willing to acrzpt your suggestion provided that the niover

has no objection.
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Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: On a point of order, Sir. It appears
10 me that there are two questions involved. The first is whether
in the opinion of the House the Bill should go to the Select Com-
mittee ut all. If the unswer to that be in the affirmative, then I
propose that we should be granted some time to arrange about the
personnel.  As at presert-——

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is not a point of order, Mr. Huq.

Babu NALINIRANJAN SARKER: Sir, according to the Rules
of Procedure 1 have got to get previous permission of those members
whose names I have suggested. 1 have not vet reoceived the permis-
sion of Sir Jadunuth Sarkar and Mr. Surendra Nath Law. Therefore
I did not mention their names when I moved my amendment.

Mr. PRESIDENT: The point raised by the Hon'ble Mr. McAlpin
was whether T whould split up the amendment or put it as a whole.
Mr. Sarker, do you wish to have your amemiment put us a whole or as
suggested by the Hon'ble Mr. McAlpin¥

Babu NALINIRANJAN SARKER: I should like to put  my

amendment as it stands,

Dr. KUMUD BANKAR RAY: I move by way of amendment to
motion of Bubu Naliniranjan Sarker that after the name ** Bubu Bejoy
Krishna Bose '’ the following names be inserted, namely:—

Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul Huq, Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh, Maulvi Abdul
Hamid Shah, Babu Jitendralal Bannerjee, Mr. Jogesh Chandra Gupta,
Babu Manmatha Nath Roy, Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray, Srijut Taraknath
Mukerjea, Dr. J. M. Das Gupta, Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, Mr. J.
M. Sen, Dr. W. A. Jenkins, Mr. A. J. Dash. Babu Baroda Prasanna
Pain, Babu Santosh Kumar Basu, Maulvi Nurul Absar Choudhuri,
Maulvi Ashrafuddin Chaudhuri, Mr. P. N. Guha, Maulvi Syed
Jalaluddin Hashemy, Mr. Altaf Ali, Maulvi Muhammad Basiruddin,
Mr. A. F. M. Abdur Rahman, Maulvi Muhammad Faslullah.

Mr. J. M. 8EN CUPTA: Mr. President, Sir, I was expecting during
the course of the debate on this question yesterday and also to-day
that at least one mamber of this House would rise to support the
mation of the Hon'ble Member in charge of this Bill. I have been
disappointed. It is mecessary, Sir, that at the end of the debate on
the motion for the consiceration of this Bill and while the amendments
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io that motion 1o be referred to the Select Committee are oconsidered
that I should make the position of the Congress party perfectly clear,
and secomdly, that I should make a final appeal to the Hon’hle Member
in charge of the Bill that be should withdraw the Bill as it stand¢
to-day and reintroduce a new Bill in accordance with the public
opinion of the country expressed in this Council. I wonder, Sir, if
this Bill was really founded on strong and invincible principles. If
f0, how was it that not a single member that I heard either from the
Government benches or from the non-official benches rise up and
speak in favour of it? He knows his position. He realises the diffi-
culties of meeting the wishes of the people. Sir, T know that the
Giovernment Member in charge of this Bill will not respond t the
appeal that I have mrde. Rut I have to make the position of my
party very clear. Most of the members of my party have declared
in most clear terms that th~y ars all opposed to the principles of the
Bill. 8ir, I am also opposed to it. The main ressons ure three.
First, that the scope of the Bill is very limited. Mr. Bannerjee and
other speakers have po'nted out very forcibly and very clearly that
under the Bombay Act we have both the urban areas and rural areas
dealt with in the same pisce of law. Tt would be a very deplornble
state of affairs in the province of Bengal if we have one policy
followed with regard to education in the urban arens and another
policy followed by a different set of men in the rurnl areas, in which
case there would he two kinds of children growing up most probably
with perfectly different and opposite mental outlook. That is a stata
of affairs which no civilisad country would allow on any account.
1f Bombay could have one law to deal with the whole provinee, I
cannot understand why Bengal cannot have the same kind of legisla-
tion. That is the one objection to the Bill. The other two ohjections
have been dealt with alsw by various members of this House. The one
is with regard to the question of the control of tha policy. Now,
Sir, so far as this is concerned, the objection is basad on very sound
grounds, When the tGiovernment of this country—ths English (fovern-
ment of thix country—started giving us secondary and university
education, we know whai the policy behind that education wan. One
or two members referred to it. I would like to put it in the words
of some of the well-known Englishmen of those times who have some-
thing to do with the education policy of the country. It is thet
fear—a fear which ix hused on facts—that has actuated most of us
in pressing this question, viz., the power of controlling the policy
of primary education should be left entirely in the hands of popularly
elected Indians. We find a well-known Englishman, in the beginning
of the English education in this country, said: *° We must do our
hest to form a class who may be interpretars between us and the
millions whom we govern—a class of psarmons Indian in hlood and
colour but English in taste and notions, words and intellect.”
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Macaulay followed it uj by sending a minute to the Parliamentary
Enquiry Committes sitting for the purpose of finding out whether an
vccidental or an oriental form of education should be imparted in our
secondary and university education. He said: ‘ The people of this
country were overburdened and the paople were groaning heavily.
We have at present a Board for printing books which are of less value
than the paper on which it was printed for giving official encourage-
ment to absurd history, absurd metaphysics and absurd theology.”
That was the deliberate policy of the few Englishmen who enunciated
the policy of education in this country. What guarantee is there that
that policy is not to be pursued hers again. It is clear that for the
last 170 years (Government have been collecting taxes to such an
extent that to-day we are overburdensd with taxes. Of that there is
not the least shadow of doubt. We are groaning under heavy taxes.
It is a very well-equipped administration in every sense of the word,
particularly so far as the cost of the administration is concerned;
and although we are puying over 45 crores of rupees to the public
revenue und out of that over 35 crores go to the India Government
leaving only 10 or 11 crores for Bengal. We have got to find for every
kind of work and for all kinds of servicex and for all kinds of efficiency
in the administration leaving hardly any money for the education of the
mass of the people. It is said—if you want to control the eduration
of the people then why do you not pay for it? 1 know this cheap
argument. Have we not paid for this costly administration? (an
any civilised Government of over 170 years say—We have ruled you,
we have taxed you to the utmost limit, yet we cannot bear the cost
of education unless we collect a fresh tax from you,

5-30 p.m,

No Government dare say that. FEven the Secretarv of the Board
of Education in England. Sir Arthur Briggs, said that the expenses
of primary education should be borne jointly hy the Government and
the people. Our first objection is that a fixed percentage of the total
expenditure on compulsory and free primary education should come
from the general revenues of the province. That provision is net in
the Bill. If Bombay, where compulsory primary education was in-
troduced, could give 50 per cent. of the extra expenditure necessary
and two-thirds of the cost in the rural areas, why cannot Bengal follow
that example? This is ths main objection. We do mot mind to be
taxed. We have been taxed over and over again, but what I do say
is this: If not the whole of the expenditure, at least a good portion
of it, should be borne by the permanent revenuss of the State, and
there should be a stututory provision in the Bill to this effect. I know
that objeotion will be raired that you cannot introducs such a provision
in the Select Committee because the Governor has not given his por-
mission. I am not in fuvour of throwing out the Bill altogether. I
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am in favour of giving the Government a chance, an option, either
to withdraw the Bill or rsintroduce it, or to refer it to a Select Com.
mittee and then get the rermission of the Governor for ths purpose of
introducing fresh provisions and for changing some of the provisiohs
already in the Bill

Then, Sir, as to what the Council is to do in present circumstances.
I know that no assurance is forthcoming from the Hon'ble Member
that the Bill will be withdrawn: most probably he will not withdraw
the measure 8o as to bring a fresh measure later on. The position
that my party takes up to-day is that we send the Bill to the Select
Committee in the hope—perhaps a forlorn hope—that certain modi-
fications will be introduced, that certain suggestions which I have
made will be accepted in the Select Committes, and that if the Bill
comes back from the Sclect Committee with those modifications and
improvements we will accept it, but if it comes back without those
modifications, we of the Congrass party reserve the right to ourselves
to throw out the Bill at that time, if we think it necessary.

Mr. H. E. STAPLETON: Sir, we have twice heard a comment
on this debate from the leader of the Congress party in this House,
namely, that he was surprised to find that no speech was forthcoming
from the Government benches in support of this Bill  Sir, T submit
that hitherto nothing whatsoever has been said which requires to be
1eplied to, and my difticulty has not been decreasad by what we have
just heard from Mr. Sen Gupta, the honourable leuder of the (‘ongress
party. The only concr.te proposals that ws have had in  front of
us up till now are contzined in a pamphlet by Mr. Naliniranjan
NSarker which was placed in our hands—at least it reached me-—very
late last night, though possibly other members of this House may
have had more opportunity of thoroughly going through this pamphlet.
When I read it this morning, T was surprised to find that if the state-
ment of Mr, Naliniranjun Sarker is to be believed that is contained
in this pamphlet on page 5, it is one to which Government at all
events cannot take the slightest exception. If you will permit me,
Sir, T will read out the paragraph that I refer to.

““In short, w2 do not want an Education Act simply for display.
The people of this province are to-day quite serious about primary
education. We mean husiness. Our aim is to universulize primary
education. We must therefore have a time-limit within which we
must reach the gosl, acting all along according to a clear-cut pro-
gramme of work, for suck problems do not become easier by our refusal
to meet them. On the contrary, a policy of delay and postponsment
makes them more complicated and dificult. This time-limit for the
introduction of free primary education throughout the provincs be-
comes even more urgent when we racall that, from the very start,' we
are going to make a levy upon the resources of the people in every
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part of the Presidency. Can we take the toll without making provi-
sions, within a reasonable time, for a school in every locality of the
prgvines? To do so would be as absurd as it would be unfair.”
Sir, I wish to ask the House in what way does this differ from the
declared objectives of Government, as shown in this Bill. We, in
the Education Department, have not to concern ourselves—we ought
not to concern ourselves—unduly with the political theories
of which we have heard so much this afterncon. (Inter-
ruptions). I submit, Sir, that what is wantad is a certain
degree of realism. As we have to deal with thas speedy educa-
tion, of a mass of childien, we cannot possibly eonsidar anything else
Lut the real practical problem that is in front of us, viz., how soon
can the ideal that Mr. Naliniranjan Sarker has summarized in the
paragraph, that [ have just rsad out be attained. Now, Bir, it is
all very well for people 1o get up and say that Government ought
to do this, or ought to do that—that free and compulsory education
cvught to be introduced ot once, but, Sir, T submit it ix an absolute
impossibility. Hence, when we were first ra-considering this problem
last vear, after Mr. Lindsay, the originator of the Bill, had loft India,
we had to study the details most carefully ro as to formulate a definite
scheme which could be introduced and carried into effect within a
reasonable time.

Now, Sir, I have noticed—and noticed with some interest—that
very little refersnce has been made to the actual programme of work
which has been circulated to members on behalf of Government. This
scheme puts before the House not only the facts of ths case—the
uctual figures und the skeleton of the problem that we have to deal
with—but it gives, firstly, a scheme with which T am personally
not satisfied but to which we were limitad by the difficulties of finance
which could, in the opinion of the educational officers who drew it
up, be introduced, if wo could only get a reasonable—and what we
considered to be the mimmum—sum of money for this purpose. Thix
sum of money came to rhout 23 crores. Now, Sir, this was the state-
ment of the Education Department, and we still consider that this
in the abrolute minimum on the basis of which any legitimate and
satisfactory scheme ecould be introduced. But, Sir, we could only,
under the scheme put ‘urward by Mr. Lindsay, estimate the amount
of money that was likeln to come in from the proposed cass, at about
a crore altogether in the way of increased revenue, and we, therefore,
had, as practical men, to devise a modified scheme, so that, by an
expenditure of a total of about 1) crores, we would be able to raalize
our objective within a vomparatively short time. This will be found
in section 3 of the unote that has been circulated to the members of
this House, though, as I have already stated. it has not been vary
mWoh referred to by the eloquent speakers who discussed political
theory rather than educational fact.
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Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Did I indulge in political

theories?

Mr. M. E, STAPLETON: I am open to correction, but I do not
recall hearing any thing from him except political theories, in which
be seemed to indulge as much as any one else.

Mr. J. M. 8EN CUPTA: Is it the privilegs of only permanent
English officials in this country to indulge in political theories?

Mr. H. E. STAPLETON: Sir, I do not wish to enter into any

disrcussion on this——

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Staplston, I think such troubles will not
arise if you do not take any notice of these interruptions.

Mr. H. E. STAPLETON: 1 thank vou, Sir, for vour advica. Hence-
forward I will not take any notice.  What I wish to submit, Sir, is
that if T am right in 1hinking that the acceptance of our scheme
not only tacitly but in actual point by Mr. Naliniranjan Sarker in
his pamphlet shows that the scheme i« one which is in  harmony
with the desires of other prominent members of the party on my
right, and if, Sir, Mr. Naliniranjan Sarker is to be accepted as some-
body who can speak with authority on their behalf on educational
matters, especially those arising out of thix Bill, I submit that much
of the discussion that we have heard yesterday and to-day is irrele-
vaunt, If we are to take the remarks that have heen made in this
pamphlet as conveving semething which they believe could be accepted
by this House, I submit, Sir, that Government have not done half
the bad things that they are alleged to have done in connection with
ihe Bill.  Along with the Bill the suggestions that huve heen made
in the Note that has been prepared and circulated to the members of
thix House must he referred to; because it ix not so much from the
Bill itself or from its dull and uninspiring claus>s as from these actuul
proposals that have heen put forward by the Education Department that
vou will find what can he done with the money 1f placed at our dispo-
sal.

Now, Sir, much has been made of the fact that suffici>nt money
i« not forthcoming, and that hecause we have not got sufficient money
to work the scheme we should call upon the Government of India or
the Local Government to supply more money, and, furthar, to ensure
the expenditure of such money as might be obtainad from these
sources by means of a ctatutory clause in the Bill. I am a layman,
Sir, not a financior, anl we are governed to a very large extent hy
the Finance Department of the Government of Bengal. I think, Sir,
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1 need not dilate on the extraordinary deficiency of money in this
provincs at the moment. But, Sir, from the point of view of the
Education Department alone, I would draw your attention to the fact
that we could not for vne moment acquiesce in any statement thst
the amount of money that has been put down in the supplementary
scheme will be sufficient for the proper introduction of primary
education in Bengal.

5-46 p.m.

We have not only pointed out in the Note that there is a gap
of about a crora of rupees, but if you turn again to Mr. Naliniranjan
Sarker’s pamphlet and look at the comparative statement it contains
towards the end, namely, on page 32, vou will see how ridiculous
it would be if we dresmt of limiting the amount of mon>y that
should be spent on primiary education once it is properly initiated.
1f you will look at the figures that are given there—if yvou will consult
the figures given by Mr. Naliniranjan Sarker regarding a nation
which is comparable in number with those of the Bengalee nation—
you will find that in Fngland there is an expenditure of about 85
crores per annum. ] submit that you cannot accuse (GGovernment for
one minute of blinding their eyes to what is entailed in the way of
public expenditure heresfter on primary education in Bengal. We
know as well as anyhody else how much this Bill is going to cost if
and when it becomes an Act. We merely put forward for submission
to this Houre a concrete scheme which, T submit, is a practical one,
and which will initinte primary education in this country on a scale
which will not be incommensurate with the need thereof.

One peint I want to refer to hefore I sit down. Many things have
been said, especinlly hy the leader of the party on my right, as to
the whole country being behind the particular party for which he
speaks. Well, 1 can only ray that as I myself am anxious to deal
with facts and not simply with educationsal theories, when I took up
the enquiry into the question of the possibility of working this Bill,
I also took every possille stap to find out what the real feeling of
the cultivator was. {(Question!). Not only did the Minister at that
time issue a circular to his Muhammadan compatriots but I also
issued two other leaflets— possibly some of which have come into the
hands of the members un my right—embodying the facts of the case
and asking for the opinions of all who desired to give their opinions
on the subject. These circulars were sant out, and the Sub-Inspectors
of the Education Dapariment were asked in the course of their tours
during the following 3 or 4 months to hold mectings and to raport
the opinions expressed at these meetings to their Divisional Inspectors.
I have here a collection of the reports I received, and I can sssure
the House that far from their being opposed to the imtroduction of
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the Bill, & very large majority, if not an overwhelming majority, of
the people present at the meetings that were held unanimously demanded
and supported the introduction of this Bill. There was also practi-
cully no opposition to the introduction of the cess. I, therefore, claim
that the statement that has been made by the members on my right
that the peoplé of Bengal are bitterly opposed to the Bill is not borne
out by the facts that I have collected which, on the contrary, show
that far from being opuosed to the Bill, the people themselves are
in favour of it.

Mr. W. H. THOMPSON: I believe firmly that every member,
every Indian member, of this House is in favour of the principle of
extending primary education in this couniry as quickly as possible.
We non-official Europeaas will vote on this matter not as representing
the Chamber of Commerce or as representing any particular shade
of European opinion but as citizens of Bengal and we are at one with
ths other members of this House in our conviction that the salvation
of this country lies in the extension of primary education. I believe
that most of the members of this House are in favour of the introdue-
tion of compulsory education at the earliest possible moment and
there we Europeans are with them. This Bill is a Bill that has
alieady been in the Select Committee. I submit, Sir, that I have
mote intelligence than the proverbial spider, and I claim and I think
that this House can fairly claim to have advanced some centuries
uhead of that persistent old rascal Robert Bruce, king of Scotland.
When we fail by one method we do not go on ramming our heads
against a brick wall; wve look for a way round. We have already
referred the Bill to a Select Committee. What sort of report did
it produce? How many minutes of dissent wera attached to it? What
did Government do with it when they got it? They have produced
a Bill which does not fallow the report of the Select Committee and
put it before us for consideration. Have we, Sir, any lead in our
past experience to give ns an idea of the best thing we can do? The
object in view is the extension of primary education immediately and
compulsion s soon as possible. Have we anything fo show in our
past experience which should not guide us? The Tenancy Bill had
been hanging fire for no less than 9 years; it weni from committee
to committee but with what result? The last committee produced
a report which is much like this report which we have on this Primary
Education Bill but I th’nk with even more minutes of dissent, and
what did Government do with it? The Bill which they put before
the House did not follow the report of the final committes, How did
the House deal with it? The House took that Bill into consideration
clause by clause and did the best piece of legislative work which
has been done in the Bengsl Legislative Council since the Reforms.
I submit, Bir, that is the line to take with this Bill. We shall never
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have a sclect committee to write an unanimous report which will
satisfy everyone. (Government will not be satisfied when they get it,
and the only way to thrnsh out this matter is to take it clause by
clause and worry it out on the floor of this House.

Dr. W. A. JENKINS: Sir, I have listenad with amazement and
not a little sorrow to the majority of the speeches that have been
delivared on this motion this afternoon—amazement at the ingenuity
which has bean displayed in introducing so many irrelevancies into
a subject of this kind and sorrow that in an issue which is so funda-
mentally important to the future of the province there should be
little discussion of principle, so little introduction of educational
idealism and so wmuch depraciation of the efforts of those who are
trying to forward the canse of primary education. (Ironical cheers). I
know those ironical cheers, Sir. It is easy to criticise but far more
difficult to put forward any constructive scheme, as many members of
this House will find some day. We have heard the eloquent speech of
Mr, Jitendralal Bannerjee to which I listened with the utmost admira-
tion and appreciation, but, Sir, it was an eloyuence worthy of a better
caus> than destruction. When we analyse that speech and try to
find out the real prinerples underlving the fucts which it contains,
what do we find? He Jdilated on the preamble of the Bill and
deplored the fact that the Bill did not state at the outset that it pro-
vided for free, universul and compulsory primary education. He
reminds me very much of a traveller who goes to a hooking office anc
asks for a ticket, say to Simla, and also puts a question as to whethe:
he can ramain in the sams carringe und reach Simla without having
to wait for tomnection anywhere. On receiving a reply that it i
not possible to do so, he says—Very well, I will not go. Or, in othe
words, because we cannot have fres, compulsory and universal educa
tion, therefore we wust refuse to tuke any step anlong a path whicl
may ultimately lead to it,  He stated also that it was not his concern
that the Government had no mouey.  Sir, whatever be the reuson
behind the financial embarrassment with which this province is faced
the financial embarrassment ix a fact and it is imposaible at the
present moment to introduce any scheme of free, universal and com
pulsory primary education. As an educationist, Mr. J. L. Bannerje
is well awure, as 1 am, that for the Bengal Government to have :
satisfactory universal primary education system you will have ulti
mately to foot a bill not of one crore but probably of 10 to 2
crores, which is far beyond the resources of this province. I am no
sseking to justify the present political situation or the present finan
cial arrangenients with the Governmant of India but I am merel
placing the facts before you and the sooner Mr. J. 1. Bannerjee an
his friends realise this, the soonsr will they bs in a position to appre
ciate the realities and start on a programme of reconstructio
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which will build up a rich and free Bengal. Because we cannot have
free and wuniversal primary education, is that any reason why we
should not do what is pussible towards bringing nearer the day when
we shall see established umiversal primary education in this country?

It is only possible to get a certain sum of money out of provincial
revenues and the balance must be found from some other source,
whether it be a cess or something else; and with that amount of money
so realised surely it is up to members of this House to cooperate in
devising a scheme which, even if it dees not mean much progress,
means some progress at least,

Sir, what is the po<ition¥ This Bill may be ill-conceived but it
has been conceived, bromght forward and counsidered hy the leading
educationists of the province and not by Government officiuls alone, and
if in their comhined wi-dom they have produced & scheme which they
consider to be the best possible, surely it is worthy of serious consi-
derantion by this House.

6 p.m.

Such being the cuse. Sir, T say that no case whatever has been
made out eithsr for the total rejection of this Bill or for its refsrence
back to Select (ommittee  That is a delaving motion and T would
recall to the memory of the members of this House the progress of
primary education in England.  There is no more melancholy reading
than that of the deluy which took place in the introduction of com-
pulsory primary education there. Az emly a« 1838 measures were
introduced in th» House of Commons which had the support of all
parties, but for 33 or 34 years they found it impossible to pass any
measure because the purties could not agree, not on main principles,
but on raligious matters. Conflicting opinions ure bound to arise
whenever any important measure, which has large principles, and
on which large issues are at stake, iz introduced. If the members of
1tha House think ‘that it is possible to bring in a measure of primary
education which will have ths unanimous support of all, they are
griavously mistaken. It is beyond the ingenuity of man to introduce
a Bill which will command anything like universal support. 1f this
Bill is referred to a Sclect Committee, you will find that when it
comes back amended from the Select Committee, amendment after
amendment will be proposed in this Houwe, and you will have to
debate all of them on the floor of this House. The same principles
which you will discuss in the Select Committee will again bs discussed
on the floor of this House, and all these principles will have ultimately
to be decided here. A great deal has been said about the division
of the cess between landlord and tenant, between the proportion of
1:4 and 2:3. If you refer it to Select Committee, do you think that
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il the Select Committee decide on a proportion of 3:2, no amend-
ments will be moved on the floor of this House? These are matters
which can be debated and settled here and only here. Reference back
to Select Committee for deciding issues of this kind is sheer wast»
of time, and the House will simply be employing delaying tactics—
delaying tactics which in other countries have proved so fatal to the
progress of education and which in this country will likewise retard
the progress. L.et those who are fundamentally opposed to the
principles of the Bill say so plainly and not shirk their responsibility.
Ref>rence buck to Selert Committee is merely a delaying measure
which will bring with it little good and may bring much harm. The
issue has been placed belore the House. You have a certain amount
of monzy, and here is a scheme to utilise that money. You have the
opportunity of moving amendments here. Take what you have, reject
it or accept it here, but reference back to Select Committee is merely
shirking the responsibility that rests upon you. I do submit, Sir, that
if it is referred back to Select Committee, then, when it comes back
from Select Committee, either this year or next year, you will have
to debate at full lengtli in this Council every principle underlying
the Bill. Therefore, I submit that no case ha< been made out for
referring the Bill to a Select Committee and that we should debate
it here.

Babu NALINIRANJAN SARKER: Sir, T move that the question
be now put.

Mr, J. M, 8EN GUPTA: On a point of personal explanation, Sir.
We have been asked to deal with the Bill her>. I am prepared to
accept the sugyestion of Government provided Government will agree
to allow us to move amendments of which I made suggestions in my

speech.

Babu JITEMDRALAL BANNERJEE: On a point of order, Sir.
Before you allow the Hon’ble Member in charge to speak will you
not allow us to reply to ths speeches of other Government members,
as after the Hon'bls Member speaks no further speeches will be per-
mitted.

Mr. PRESIDENT: You are mistaken when you say that you are
not permitted to apeak after the Government Member has made his
observations. If yéu like to speak you can do so, but the Government
Member may again have to be given am opportunity to reply if he
80 desires.
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Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Are we to understand, Sir, that
the closure motion of my friend Babu Naliniranjan Sarker has not.
been accepted?

Mr. PRESIDENT: I can use my own discretion in the matfer.
I think I should allow the Government Member to speak.

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: On a point of order,
Sir.  Certain members on this side of the House have not yet spoken.
Before you put the closure motion I want to draw your attention to
this. Some members were actually on their legs.

Mr. PRESIDENT: You will have an opportunity later on unless,
of course, the closure nution is acceptead and carried in the mean-
time,

MEMBER in oharge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the
Hon'ble Mr. M. C. McAlpin): Do I understand, Sir, that all thesa
motiens fall to the ground?

Mr. PRESIDENT: No.

The Hon’ble Mr. M., C. MCALPIN: Sir, in the course of the dis-
cussion I expected to receive some new and fresh arguments against
the Bill, but what kappened? Several old arguments were put for--
ward with only one or !wo new ones—at least new to me. ‘'The first
new one was ¢n objuction to the preambla, and the protagonists «i
preambles suggested that the proper way to begin the Bill wa: on
thes> lines: *‘ Wherea- it is the declared policy of Government that
universal, free and comjulsory elementary education for hoys and
girls should be reached Ly a definite programme of progressive expan-
sion, and whereas, etc., etc.”” Now, Sir, I bave not the slightest
doubt that Mr, Bartley could have supplied the Council with an equally
resounding preamble if he had kmown that they wanted it, because
there is no difference of opinion between us over this question. We
are all at one on the fact that it is our intention to secure free and
compulsory primary edutation so far as it is practicable as soon as
possible. Personally I prefer simpler language but wa can adopt the
amendments which have been tabled as far as possible, becauss, as I
have said, there is really no difference of opinion between us on this
point,

Then the old argument was brought forward that because Bombay
and Madras spend large sums from C(lovernment coffers, thersfore
Bengal should. Now, where had Bombay and Madras got these large
sums from, if they have not got them by taxation. Take the figures
of 1912-13. The revenues of Madras were Rs. 7,96,00,000; of Bombay
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Re. 7,82,00,000; and of Bengal Rs. 7,14,00,000. Now, what are the
revenues  to-day, Sir, Madras Rs.  16,97,00,000; Bombay
Rs. 15,74,00,000; and Bengal Rs. 10,94,00,000. With all these large
revenuss—these very largz expanding revenues—it is possible for
Madras and Bombay to find large sums of money from Government
coffers, which, of course, come by way of some sort of taxation,
towards primary education 8o, all that this Government is asking
is for Bengal to tax itself in some other way. The House knows per-
fectly well that those provinces can stand such large expenditure and
we cannot. Then, Mr. Jitendralal Bannerjee suggested that the Bill
should not be accepted for consideration unless Government definitely
stuted what their finuncial liabilities should be. It is tru> he said 1 was
inanudible, but on a reference to his previous spaeches I find several
remarks of his to that effect but 1 was not here. But I categorically
and with considerable dstail in my opening remarks definitely stated
what Government’s financial liabilities would be. I would refer to the
first part of amendment No 85, which states the commitments of
(overnment—an amount equal to the recurring expenditure incurred
by the Local Govarnmeni in the vear ended 31st March 1929 (I would
refer to this year) for pauyment of grants-in-aid, for the institution
and  maintenanee of  mimary schools and payment of teachers
herein, and  for scholurships  for children in  primary schools
in rural areas. 1 <«ruted definitely that Government had to
pay large grants to district boards which they would continue to give
to district school boards, und T gave the sum ux little more than Rs. 214
lakhs. (overnment are committed to that.

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: We want a statutory pro-
vision for that and not s.mply the assurance of the Hon’ble Member.

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon'ble Mr. McAlpin need not, unless of
course he thinks fit, pay any attention to these remarks.

The Hon'bie Mr. M. C. MCALPIN: I am not accustomed to these
remarks, Sir.

Then I went on to say that we would incur expenditure for the
inspectorate and for traiuning schools and of course for what we have
to pay as zsamindars under the taxation proposals which will amount
‘4o one or to two lakhs,

6-15 p.m,

Then there were arguments that some other means of taxation
must be found. But ths whole realm of taxation has been examined,
Yeaving the only feasiblo gme contained in the Bill. The Select Com-
mittee have definitely stated so.
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As regards the details of taxation, it is a matter which will require
full examination at the time of (-onmdermg detailed amendments.
Soms of these amendments will, I am afraid, act as boomerangs, if
vou do mot know the Cess Act very well.

Then some one else suggested that wa ought to wait for a fresh
financial settlement. Well, we do not know what will happen and
we cannot count on anything in particular. It is impossible to hold
up a Bill like this so long, on the off-chance of finding more money
which all departments of (Government, such as Medical, Public Health,
and eo forth, will bs serambling for.

Then the old argument was brought forward that the Bill onght
to deal with muunicipalities. It was only just touched on, but, of
course, that is a separate and simpler problem, capable of treatment
by itself. If complicated with this Bill, and if the taxation proposal
is made uniform, then the problem of taxation which we have solved
for rural areas would indeed be insoluble. What we want is a practi-
cal measure and not a theoretical one—correct but impracticable—
which really is Mr. Stapleton’s theme.

Then followed a reference to my mentality in criticising the
popular machinery which wuas described by the speaker as a clog in
the administration. T Jdo not grudge the speaker his remarks about
my mentality, but 1 do thank him for the argument that he has put
it in my mouth that the popular machinery, that is the central inde.
pendent body, would be a clog in the administration. At this stage,
it certainly would be a clog—and a very expensive clog indeed—and
I thank him for the argument. We have already set up in the Bill
a popular machinery which is necessary to deal with details, i.a., the
district school board. One set of such popular bodies is sufficient, two
including the central independent body would bes a crowd. Objection
was taken to the constitution of the boards. That is a matter for
detailed amendments.

An attempt was maaue to meke out that Government had altered
the Select Committee’s Bill considerably, though the speakers did not
mention even all the alterations that I mentioned.

Sir, T have not been abl2 10 understand what the precise argument
is for referring the Bill to a Select Committee, except that the
speakers want to do thar, because they do not like the Bill and want
to bring in a dilatory motion that would prevent the Bill becoming
law. I can understand Babu Naliniranjan Sarker wanting it to go
to a Select Committee in order that he may get all the diffsrent
proposals that be has tabled here incorporated in the Bill, and that,
€ir, would probably be the result of the reference to a Select Com.
mittee. All sorts of things would confe into the Bill, begguse

Babu Naliniranjan Sarker wanted them,
0
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We do not know what the final form of the Bill would be—probably
it would be something which would be quits unacceptable to the House
and to Government, snd would probably delay the Bill for a year or
more. 1 think, Sir, that, in view of the fact that the whole matter
has now been thoroughly threshed out, it is time that this Bill was
taken into consideration, clause by clause, by this Council,

Babu NALINIRANJAH SARKER: I beg that the question be
now put,

Mr. H, 8. SUMRAWARDY: Sir, may I put one question to the
Hon'ble Member in charge? I< the Hon’ble Member absolutely
certain that the comparative increase in the revenues of Madras and
Bombay is due to increasred taxation or to the injustice of the Meston
Settlement, which has left larger surpluses to those provinces at the
expense of Bengal?

Mr. PRESIDENT: I'lease resume your seat.

I think I should make my position clear in regard to the motion
of Mr. Sarker. The rule demunds that when a motion for closure
has been made, the President has got to decide whether the matter
before the House has been sufficiently discussed or not. So it is more
or less a demund on the President to pronounce his opinion as to
whether the matter has heen sufficiently discussed or not. I think that
if I accept Mr. Sarker's motion at this stage it will not be an in-
fringement of the rights of reasonable debate. I huve however a few
more amendments before me with regard to the personnel of the pro-
posed Select Committee. I think the members who have tabled these
amendments should be given an oppurtunity of moving them. I,
therefore, rule that if the motion for closure is carried, I shall call
upon those members to formally move their amendments. On the
other hand, if the closure motion is not carried, the discussion will
continue.

On the closure question being put, a division was taken with the
following result:—
AYES.

Chahraburtty, Babu Jatingrs Nath.
Chakravarti, Babu Jogindra Chandra.

Ahmed, Mautvi Shameuddin.
All, Mavivi Nassan.

AR, Nr. Altal.

Bagehi, Babu Remes Chandra.
Baksh, Mauivi Syed Majis.
Banerjesa, Dr. Pramathanath.
Sanerjes, Sabu Premetha Nath.
Banerji, Mr. P,

Dasasrjee, Badu Jeadratel. :
Gas, Babu Santesh Kumar.
Bees, Babu Bejoy Kriohns.

B0ss, Mr. Subhas Chanera.

Chattorjes, Srijut Bijay Kumar.
Chatter}i, Sabu Amarencranath.
Chaudhuri, Maulvi Ashratusdia.
Choudhury, Maulvi Nural Adear.
Chowdhury, Haji Badi Avmed.
Chowdhury, Maulvi Abdul Ohenl.
Das, Or. Mohini Moban.

Das Bupta, Br. 4. B,

Lutt, Babu Saral Kumer.
Ganguii, Sabu Pratul Chendra.
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Ghess, Sabu Amarsndra Math.
Guba, Bir. P, N.

Gupta, Mr. Jogesh Chandra.
Hakim, Maulvi Abdul.

Hashemy, Muuivi Syed Jatsiuvedin,
Himatsingha, Sabu Prabhy Deyal.
Neque, Kazi Emdadul.

Hug, Mr. A, K, Fazbai,
Khan, Babu Debendra Lsl.
Law, Mr. Bursndra Nath.
Mazumdar, Mr. Birendranath,
Mitter, Badu Nishikesh.

Maitra, Babu Surendra Mohan.
Meitra, Srijut Jegendra WNath,
Mosherjes, Mr. Syamapresac.
Muherjor, Srijut Tarahnath.
Nag, Sabu Suk Lal.

Nasher, Babu MNem Chandra.
Pain, Babu Bareda Prasanna
Pal  Choudhuri, Mr. Ranjit.
Poddar, Mr. Ananda Mehsn.
Rahman, Maulvi Azizur.
Rahman, Mr. A. P. M, Abdur-
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Aay, Dr. Kumud Sankar.

Ray, Kumar Shid Shekharsswar.

Ray, Srijut Radha Qevinga.

Ray Chaudhuri, Babu Senat Kumar,

Ray, Babu Manmatha Nath.

Ray, Dr. Bighan Chandra.

Ray, Mr. Bijey Prasad Singh.

Rey, 8r. 0. N

Ray, Mr. Kiran Sankar,

Ray, Mr. Sadhan Chandra,

Roy, Mr. Sarat Kumar.

Ray Cheudhuri, Babu Him Chandra.

Ray Choudhuri, Rai Bahadur Satyendra
Nath.

Sasdatulish, Maulvi Muhammas.

Samad, Maulvi Abdus.

Sarker, Babdu Naliniranjan.

6en Gupta, Mr. J. B,

Singh, Srijut Ts) Bahadur.

Sinha, Raja Sahadur Shupsndra
Narayan, sf N

Tarkathirtha, Kavira) lhuluunu. Pungit

Bhushan.

Barma, Rai Sahid Panshanan.

Sasiruddin, Maulvi Mshammed.

Bisir, Mr. J. R.

Casseits, Mr. A

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Alimuz-
aman.

Craudhuri,
Rahman.
Coben, Mr. D. J.

Dain, Mr. G. R.

Dash, Mr. A. J.

!nun, Mr. Q. A.

Pazl h, Maulvi Muk

'm, Mr. J. Campbell.

Qhooh, Nr. M. C.

Ghuznavi, the Nen'bie Alhad) 8ir Abdel-
ferim,

Qliehrist, Mr. B, M.

Qurmer, Mr. C. W.

Nabibuliah, Mawad Khwa)s.

Haque, Khan Bahaswr Mawlvi Azizel.
Megs, Nr. &. P.

Hepkyns, Mr., W. 8

Nesain Nawab NMusharruf, Khan Sahadwr.
] in, Maulvi M

Mug, Kban Sakid Maulvi Baztul,

m Dr. W, A.

Mavivi Absl.

Khan Bshadur Maulvi Hefizur

Khan, Khan BSakid Mawlvi Muszzam Ali.
Khan, Maulvi Tamizuddin,

Lal Mubammad, Naji.

Maguire, Mr. L. T,

Mallik, Mr. Mukunds Behari.

MoAlpin, the Hen'bis Mr. W. C.

McOluskie, Mr. 6. T.

Mitter, the Nen'ble Sir Prevask Chunder,
Moberty, The Hen'bls Mr. A. N,

Nag, Reverend 8. A.
Nazimuwddin, Mr, Khwajs.
Ormend, Mr. 1. C.

Phillp, r, 4. Y.

Ranman, Mr, A, P, -
Ruehferth, Mr. P. ¥

Ray Chawdhuri, Mr. K. C.

Ress, Nr. Q. F.

sarkare, Sir Jadunath.

Sarkir, Rai Sahih Redat Mehan.
som, Mr. d. M.

Shah, Maulvi Abdul Hamid.
Shinner, Mr. 8. A.

Stapioten, Mr. H. E.

Subrawardy, Mr. H. §.

Yate, Msjor Qenera) Sedfrey.
Thempeon, Mr. W. M.

Travers, Mr. W, L.

Twynam, Mr. M. J.

The Ayes being 67 and the Noes 53, the motion for closure. was

carried.

6-30 p.m.

Mr. PRESIDENT: Having regard to my ruling that this closure
motion applies to all the motions that are hefore the House now, I will,
as promised, ask the mover of the next amendment to formally move

his amendment.
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The following amendments were called but not moved:—

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bahadur to move
that the Bill he referred to a Select Committee consisting of the
Hon’ble Memle: in charge of the Education Department, Mr. A. J.
Dash, Mr. H. E. Stapleton, Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, Mr. Jogesh
Chandra Gupta, Babu Bejoy Krishna Bose, Babu Sanat Kumar Ray
Chaudhuri. Babu Nalinirsnjan Sarker, Babu Akhil Chandra Datta,
Babu Jogindra Chandra Chakravarti, Srijut Jogendra Nath Moitra,
Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjez, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray,
Dr. Mohini Mohan Das, Maulvi Shamsuddin Akmed, Maulvi Abdul
Karim, Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy, Khan Bahadur Maulvi
Alimuzzaman Chaudhur:, Khan Bahadur K. G. M. Faroqui, Mr. Bijoy
Pravad Singh Roy, Mr. Altaf Ali, Kazi Emdadul Hoque, and the
mover, with instructions to submit their report in time for its
presentation at the next session of the Bengal Legislative Council
and that the number of members whosz presence shall be necessary
to constitute a quorum shall he five,

Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE to move by way of amendment
that the Bill bLe 1eferred to a Select Committee consisting of the
Hon'ble Membev in charge of Education Department, Mr. A. J.
Dash, Mr. H, E. Stapleton, Dr. W. A. Jenkins, Dr. Bidhan Chandra
Roy, Dr. Pramathanath Banerjea, Sir Jadunath Sarkar, Maulvi Abdul
Karim, Mr. A. F. Rahman, Mr.  Syamaprosad Mookerjee,
Mr. Birendranath Mazumdar, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Aszizul Haque,
Babu Manmatha Nath Roy, Babu Naliniranjan Sarker, Babu Jogindra
Chandra Chakravarti, Babu Amarendranath Chatterji, Maulvi Abdus
Samad and the mover, with instructions to submit their report by
the 1st Decemver, 1929, and that the number of members whose
presence shall be necessarv to constitute a quorum shall be five.

Babu ROMES CHANDRA BAGCH! to move by way of amend-
ment that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee comnsisting of
the following members : —

(1) The Hon’ble Member in charge of the Education Department.
(2) Mr. H. E. Stapleton,

(3) Mr. A J. Dash,

(4) Dr. Pramathanath Banerjea,

(6) Babu Bejoy Krishna Bose,

(6) Mr. Subhas Chandra Buse,

(7) Babu Naliniuranjun Sarker,

(8) Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy,

(9) Bahu Jogindra Chandra Chakravarti,
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(10) Babu Surendra Mohan Moitra,
(11) Babu Akhil Chandra Datta,

(12) Babu Manmatha Nath Roy,

(13) Srijut Taraknath Mukerjea,

(14) Kazi Emdadul Hoque,

(15) Maulvt Syed Majid Baksh,

(16) Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy,
t17) Maulvi Abdul Karim, and

(18) the mover,

13

with instructions to submit their report before the next ssssion of
the Bengal Legislative (Council and that the number of members
whos> presence shall be nacessary to constitute a quorum  shall

eleven.

be

Mr. BIJOY PRASAD S8INCH ROY ts move by way of amend-
ment that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting of—

(1) The Hon'ble Member in charge of the Education Depart-

nient,
(3 Mr. A, J. Dadh,
(3 Mr. H. E. Stapleton,
(4} Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose,
(5 Babu Naliniranjan Sarker,
(6y Mr. Jogesh (“handra Gupta,
(7) Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy,
(8) Kumai Shib Shekhareswar Ray,

(9) Raja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan Sinha,

(10) Mr. Sarat Kamar Roy,

(11 Maulvi Abdul Karm,

(12) Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq,

(13) Mr. Altaf Al

(14 Sir Jadunath Sarkar,

(16) Mr. J Campbell Forrester, and
(16) the mover,

of Nashipur,

with instruction: to submi: their report to the Council as soon as
possible and that the numbzr of members whose presence shall be

necessary to coustitute a quorum shall be five.
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Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadur, of Nashipur
to move that ihe Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting
of—

(1) The Hon'ble Member in charge of the Education Department,
(2) Mr. A. J. Dash,

(3) Mr, H E. Stapleton,

(4) 8ir Jadunath Sarkar,

(6) Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose,

(6) Babu Naliniranjan Sarker,

(7) Dr. Bithan Chandra Roy,

(8) Mr. Sarat Kumar Roy,

(9) Mr. Bijoy Piasud Singh Roy,

(10) Mr. Ailtaf Ali,

(11) Khan Bahadur K. G. M. Faroqui,

(12) Nawab Musharruf Hosain, Khan Bahadur,

(13) Maulvi Abdul Karim,

(14) Mr. Surendia Nath Taw,

(16) Mr. A K. Fazlul Huq and

(16) the mover,

with instructions to submit their report before the next session of the
Council and that the number of members whose presence shall be
necessary to constitule a guorum shall be five,

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA to move by way of amendment
that the Bill he referred to a Select Committee consisting of the
following members: —

(1) The Hon’bla Member in charge of the Education Department,
(2) Mr. A, J. Dask.

(3) Mr. H. E. Stapleton,

(4) Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy,

(6) Dr. Pramathanath Banerjea,

(6) Mr. Birendranath Mazumdar,

(7) Babu Piomotha Nath Banerjee,

(8) Babu Bejoy Krishna Bose,

(9) Babu Jogindrg¢ Chandra Chakravarti,

(10) Maulvi Abdul Karim,

?il) Maulvi Syed Nausher Ali,
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(12) Mr. A. F. Rahaman,

(13) Maulvi Shamsuddin Ahmed,
(14) Mr. W. H. Thompson,

(15) Rev. B. A. Nag, and

(16) the mover,

with instructions to submi‘ their report in time for its presentation
at the next session of rhe Bengal Legislative Council and that the
number of members whose presence shall he neressary to constitute
a quorum shall be five.

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ to move that the Bill be referred to a
Select Committee consisting of—
(1) The Hon'ble Member in charge of Education Department,
(2) Mr. A. J. Dash,
(3) Mr. H. E. Stapleton,
(4) Dr. W. A, Jenkins,
(5) Maulvi Abul Kasem,
(6) Maulvi Abdul Karim,
(7) Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy,
(8) Dr. Pramathanath Banerjea,
(9) Mr. Birendranath Mazumdar,
(10) Ehan Bahadur Maulvi Azizal Haque, and
(11) the mover,

with instructions to submnit their report in time for it piesentation at
the next wession of the Bengal lLegislative Council and that the number
of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a quorum
shall be five,

The motion of Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray was then put and a division
taken with the following result:—

AYES.
Abmed, Baulvi Shamsuddin. Sasu, Sabu Santesh Kumar.
Ali, Mauivi NHassas. Bess, Sabu Sejoy Krishaa.
Ali, Mr. Altaf. Buse, Mr. Subhas Chandra.
Sagehi, Sads Remes Chandrs. Chakraburtty, Sabu Jatindra Math.
Baheh, Maulvi Syed Najwe. Ch rti, Sabu Jogindra Chandra.
Samerjen, Br. Pramathanath. Chatterjos, Srijut Sijay Kumar,
Sanerjes, Babu Prometha Nath. Chattorji, Babu Amarenaranath.
:a—rj_i. lr..:“ Chaughuri, Khan Bshasur Raulvi Alimus-

3 1amon.
Basiruddin, Maulvi Mob: mmed. Chawdhuri, Mauivi Ashrafivedin,



136 GOVERNMENT BILL. [6ra Ave,,

Choudhury, Mautvi Nural Absar. Nag, Sabu Suk Lai.

Chowghury, Haji Bagi Ahmed. Nasker, Babu Nem Chandrs,
Chowdhury, Maulvi Abdul Gheni. Pain, Babu Bareds Prus.nna
Das, Dr. Mehini Mehan. Pal  Chaudhuri, Mr. Ranjit.
Das Gupts, Dr. 4. M. Poddar, Mr. A-’Mn Mehan.
Dutt, Bsbu Saral Kumar, Rahman, Maulvi Azizwr,
[ h, Maulvi Mub: d Rahman, Mr. A, F,
OCanguli, Babu Pratuf Chradra. Rahman, Mr. A, P. M. Abdur-
Ghoss, Babu Amarendra Nath, Ray, Dr. Kumud Sanhas.
Quha, Mr. P. N. Ray, Kumar 8hib .Mh,nmar.
Gupta, Mr. Jagesh Chandra. Ray, sSrijut Radha Gavinda.
Habibuliah, Nawab Khwaja. Ray Chaudhuri, Babu Sanat Kumar.
Hakim, Maulvi Abdul, Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath,
Hashemy, Mauivi Byed Jalaluddin. Roy, Gr. Bidhan Chandra.
Hagus, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul, Rey, Mr. Bijay Prasad Singh.
Himatsingka, Babu Prabhu Doyal. Ray, Mr. D. M.
Hogus, Kazi Emdadui. Rey, Mr. Kirsk Sankar.
Hestin, Maulvi Muhammad. fAay, Mr. Sadhan Chandrs.
Huq, Khan Sahib Maulvi Baziuf. Ray, Mr. Sarat Kumar,
Hug, Mr. A, K. Fazl-ul. Nay Choudhuri, Rabu (iem Chandra.
Karim, Mauivi Abdul, Roy i, Rai dur Satyendra
Khan, Babu Debendra Lal. Nath.
Khan, Khan Sahidb Mauivi M Ali. | 8 , Maulvi Mats d
Khan, Maulvi Tamizuddin, Samad, Maulvi Abdus.
Lal Mubammad, Ma)i. Sarker, Babu Naliniranjan,
Law, Mr. Surendra Nath. sen Qupta, Mr. 4. M.
Mazumdar, Mr. Birendranath. Shah, Maulvi Abdul Hamid.
Mitter, Babu Rishikesh, Singh, Srijut Ta) Bahaour.
Maitrs, Babu Surendra Mahan. Binha, Raja Bahadur  Bhupendrs
Maltra, Srijut Jegendra Nath. Narayan, of Nashipur.
Masaher)es, Mr. Syamaprosav Tarkathirtha, Kaviraj Bimaienanda, Punait
Mukerjea, Srijut Taraknath, Bhushan.

NOES.

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ha, Mallik, Mr. Mukunda Behari.

Rahman. Nag, Reversnd B. A.
Cahon, Mr. D. J. Pay Chaudhur), Mr. X. C.
Nussain, Maulvi Latafat, sarkar, Sir Jadunath.

Kasem, Mauivl Abul. Sarker, Rai Sahib Rebati Mahan,

The Ayes being 80 and the Noes 9, the following motion was
carried ; —

That after the name ' Babu Bejoy Krishna Bose ™' in the motion
of Babu Naliniranjan Sarker the following names be inserted,
namely : —

Mr. A, K. Faxl-ul-Huq, Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh. Maulvi Abdul
Hamid Sbhah, Babu Jitendralal Bannerjee, Mr. Jogesh (handra Gupta,
Babu Manmatha Nath Roy, Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray, Srijut Taraknath
Mukerjea, Dr. J. M. Das Gupta, Mr. Bijoy Prosad Singh Roy, Mr. J.
M. Sen, Dr. W. A, Jenkins, Mr. A. J. Dash, Babu Baroda Prasanns
Pain, Babu Santosh Kumar Basu, Maulvi Nural Absar Choudhury,
Maulvi Ashrafuddin Chnudburi, Mr. P. N. Guha, Maulvi Syed Jalal-
uddin Hashemy, Mr. Altaf Ali, Maulvi Muhammad Basir-uddin,
Mr."A. F. M. Abdur Raiman and Maulvi Muhammad Faslullah.
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The motion of Babu Naliniranjan Sarker as now amended was then
put and a divicion taken with the following result:—

AYES.

Ahmed, Maulvi Shamsuddin.
Ali, Maulvi Hassan.

Sagehi, Badbu Romes Chandra.
Sahksh, Maulvi Syed Majia.
Sanerjsa, Dr. Pramathanath.
Banarjes, Babu Promatha Nath.
Baner}i, Wr. P
Saanarjes, Bsbs ditendralal

Sasiruddin, Maulvi Mohammaed.

Sasu, Sabu Santesh Kumar.

Boss, Babu Bajay Krishna,

Bose, Mr. Subhas Chandra.

Chakraburtty, Sabu Jatindra Nath.
Chatterjes, Srijut Bijay Xumar.

Chatter)i, 8abu Amarendranath.

i, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Alimuz

aman.
Chaudhuri, Mauivi Ashrafudgdn.
Cheudhury, Maulvi Nural Absar.
Chewdhury, Haj) Bad) Ahmed.
Chawdhury, Maulvi Abdul Bhani.
Das, Dr. Mahini Mehan.
Cas Gupta, Or. J. M.
Outt, Babu Saral Kumar.
F , Maulvi Muh d
Ganguli, Babu Pratul Chandra.
Ghoss, Babu Amarsndra Nath.
Quha, Mr. P. N.
Gupta, Mr. Jogesh Chandrs.
Hakim, Maulvi Abdul.
Hashemy, Maulvi Syed Jslaluddin.
Himatsingha, Sabu Prabhu Doyal.
Mogque, Xazi Emdadul.
H in, Maulvi M a
Huq, Khan Sahib Maulv: Baziul.
Muq, Mr. A, X, Paziul.
Khan, Babdbu Dsbendra Lal.
Khan, Khan Sahidb Maulvi
Khan, Maulvi Tamizuddin.

Muazzam Ali

Fhan, Mr. Razaur Rahman.

Law, Mr. Surendra Nata.

Mazumdar, Mr. Birendrenath.

Mitter, Badu Rishikesh.

Martra, Babu Surendra Mehan,

Moltra, Srijut Jegendra Nath.

Moshorjes, Mr. Syamapresas.

Muksrjea, Srijut Taraknath.

Nag, Sabu Suk Lal.

Nasker, Babu Nasm Chandra.

Puin, Babu Bareda Praranns

Pal Choudhuri, Mr. Ran)it.

Foddar, Mr. Ananda Mahan,

Rahman, Maulvi Azizur,

Rahman, Mr. A, P. M. Abddur-

Ray, Dr. Kumud Sanhas:.

Ray, Kumar $hib Shekhrreswar,

Ray, Srijut Radha Qovinda.

Ray Chaudhuri, Badu Srnut Kumar.

Roy, BSabu Manmatha Nath,

Roy, Or. Bidhan Chandra.

Ray, Mr. Sijay Prasad Singh.

Roy, Mr. D. N.

Ray, Mr. Kiran Sanhkar.

Roy, Mr. Sadhan Chandra

Ray, Mr. Sarat Kumar.

Ray Chaudhuri, Babu Hem Chandra.

Roy Cheudhuri, Rai BSahadur Satyendrs

Nath.

Saadatuliah, Maulvi Muhammad.

Samad, Maulvi Abdus.

sarker, Babu Naliniranjan,

Sen Gupta, Mr. 4. M.

Shah, Maulvi Abdul Namid.

S:ngh, Srijut Ta) Sahadur.

Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan,
af Nashipur.

Tarkathirtha, Kavira) Simalananda, Pungit
Shushan,

NOES.

Slair, Mr. 4. R.

Casesile, Mr. A,

Chaudhuri, Xhan Sah
Rahman.

Cobon, Mr. D. J.

Dain, Mr. Q. R.

Dash, Mr. A. J,

Easeen, Mr. Q. A.

Shosh, Mr. B. C.

Ghuznavi, the Men'dis Alkadj Sir Abdel-
horim.

Oiohrist, Nr. B, N,

Gurner, Mr. C. W.

Hogy, Nr. 0. P,

Hephyme, Wr. W. 8.

Nesaln, Mawadb NMusharryf, Khas Bshadur.

Nussain, Maulvi Latafat.
Jonking, Or. W. A,

Kasom, Mautvi Abul

Maguirs, Mr. L. Y.

Mallin, Mr. Mukunda Beharl.
MaAtpin, the Hen'bia Mr. M. C.
MeCluskie, Mr. £ T,

Mitter, the Hea'hble Sir Provash Chunder.
Moberly, The Nen'bis Mr. A. N.
MNag, Rsverond 8. A.

Ormend, Mr. € C.

Phitlp, Br, 4. V.

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. X. C.
Ress, Mr. C. P.

Rushferth, Mir. . v.

Surkar, Sir Jadunath
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Sarker, Ral Bahib Rebati Mehan. Tate, Major Goneral Gedfrey.
Son, Mr. 4. N. Thompeon, Mr. W. W,
Skinner, Mr. 8. A, Travers, Mr. W, L.
Stapleton, Mr. M. E. Twynam, Nr. M. 4.

The Ayes being 74 and the Noes 38, the following motion was
carried : —

‘* The motion that the Bengal (Rural) Primary Education Bill, 1929,
be referred to a Select Committee consisiing of the Hon'ble Member
in charge of Education Department, Mr. Subbas Chandra Bose,
Babu Surendra Mohan Moitra Dr. Pramathanath Banerj>a, Mr. Kiran
Sankar Roy, Babu Amasendra Nath (Ghose, Babu Saral Kumar Dutt,
Kazi Emdadul Hoque. M-. Razaur Rahman Khan, Mauivi Shamsuddin
Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque, Maulvi Abdul Karim,
Mr. A. F. Rahman, Khun Bahadur Maulvi Alimugzaman Chaudhuri,
Mr. W. L. Travers, c.ix., o.8.k., Mr. J. Campbell-Forraster, Kumar
Shib Shekhareswar Ray, Mr Syamaprosad Mookerjee, Dr. Bidhan
Chandra Roy, Babu Akhil Chandra Datta, Babu Bejoy Krishna Bose,
Mr. A. K. Fagl-ul-Huq, Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh, Maulvi Abdul
Hamid Shah, Babu Jiteudralal Bannerjee, Mr. Jogesh Chandra Gupta,
Babu Manmatha Nath Roy, Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray, Srijut Tarak-
nath Mukerjsa, Dr. 1. M. Das Gupta, Mr. Bijoy Prosad Singh Roy,
Mr. J. M. Son, Dr. W A, Jenkins, Mr. A. J. Dazh, Babu Baroda
Prassnna Pain, Babu Suntosh Kumar Basu, Maulvi Nural Absar
Choudhury, Maulvi Ashrafuddin Chaudhuri, Mr. P. N, Guha, Maulvi
Syed Jaluluddin Hasheriy, Mr. Altaf Ali, Maulvi Muhammad Basir-
uddin, Mr. A. F. M. Aodur Rahman, Maulvi Muhammad Fazlullah,
and Babu Naliniranjan Sarker with instructions to submit their report
in time for its presentation at the November session of the Council,
and to keep particularly in view the desirability of making primary
education compulsory in the province within a definite period, and
that the number of menbers whose presence shall bz necessary to con-
stitute a quorum shall be ten.”

Adjournment.

The Council was ther :djourned till 3 p.m., on Wednesday, th> 7th
August, 1929, ut the Town Hall, Calcutta.
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Proceadings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembied under the
provisions of the Covernment of India Act.

Tue Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Jiall,
Calcutta, on Wednesday, the Tth August, 1929, at 3 p.m.

Present:

Mr. President (the H: w’hle Raju MaxyaTua Natu Ray Coavpnvrr,
of Santosh) in the Chair. the four Hon’ble Members of the Executive
Council, and 124 nominated and elected members.

Starred Questions
(to which oral answers were given).

8pecial holidays in ocourts and offices.

*22. Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFJI: (a) Is the
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Judicinl Department aware that, in
addition to certuin compulsory general holidavs when the courts ond
offices of the Government are clused, there are certain optional special
holidays available to either Hindus or Moslems only?

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of introducing
a uniform rule making the optional special holidays for one com-
munity compulsory general holidays for all, when the courts and
offices will remain clesed for all communities and for all purposes
whatever?

MEMBER in chargs of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble
Mr. A. N. Moberly): () Yes.

(b) No.

Mr. D, N. ROY: Will the Hon'ble Member be plessed to state what
are the reasons for hix answer (b)?

The Hon'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY ! I have nothing to add.
Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Does not the Hon'hle Member con-
sider that it is very inconvenient for litigants as well as for other

people to attend courts while other officers of (Government are on leave?

The Hew'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: That is a matter of opinion.
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Maulvi ABDUS SAMAD: Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to
state whether this special leave available to the officers of a particular
community, is alse available to the pleaders’ and litigants of that
particular community ?

The Hon'hble Mr. A, N. MOBERLY: Government does not legislate
for pleaders in this matter.

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Does the Hon'ble Member consider
it very desirable that (Government should introduce communal feeling
in Government offices in respect of holidays?

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not allow that question,

Realisation of a fee for vivisection from the students of the Dacca
Medical 8chool.

*23. Mr. JOCESBH CHANDRA CUPTA: (v) Will the Hon'ble
Member in charge of the Local Self-Government (Medical) Depart-
ment be pleased to state whether recently an endeavour is being made
to realise a fee of Rs. 100 for vivisection from the students of the
Ducen Medical School P

(b) If so, at whose instance is this being done?

(¢) Are such fees realised in anyv other Government Medical School,
and were such fees ever demanded before in the Dacea Medical
School P

(d) 1§ not, on what grounds isx such a fee levied on the students

of the Dacea Medical Schoal?

(¢) 1s the Hon’ble Member awure that the imposition of such a fee
is strongly resented by the students and is w great hardship' to the poor
medical students?

() Are the Government considering the desirability of making an
enquiry into the matter?

MEMBER in charge of LOCAL SELF.COVERNMENT (MEDICAL)
DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble 8ir Provash Chunder Mitter): (o)
The reference in presumably to the fee for dissection. Orders were
issued in April last for charging a fee to students of the Dacea Medical
School to meat the special expenditure of that institution on the
supply of bodies for training in dissection and operative surgery. The
fee waa fixed at Rs. 30 per annum for each lst and 2nd year student
and Rs. 20 per annum for each fird and 4th year student, with effect
from the year 1928.28. The fees are liable to revision by increase or
reduction according as the expenditure necessary for the purpcse
requires.
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(b) Ou the recommendation of the Superintendent and Surgeon-
General. )

(c) Ne.

(d) Imposition of this fee has become necessary through the inability
of the achool to obtain locally the supply of bodies necessary for the
purposes of training. The bodies of friendless and unknown persons
dyving in the hospital were previously made use of for purpmes of
medical training befure final disposal, as is usually the case at medical
schools. Since the year 1924 this supply has been diminishing in
consequence of orders passed that such bodies should be made over to
the deceased’s community for disposal, und it has now practically
ceased, with the result that the school hus had to meet extra charges
amounting to about Rs. 160,000 per annum in procuring bodies by train
from Calcutta. Tt is considered that in such circumstances the students
of the locatl institution for whose benefit the badies have to be procured
should meet the extra cost involved.

(e) Liability to pnyment of this fee has been accepted by all students
admitted to the medical school this vear, but naturally students who
have not previously paid it dislike deing so, and it adds to the cost
of medical edueation.

() Government are prepared to examine any possible method of
meeting this essentinl requirement for medical training without incur-
ring the heavy expenditure which it necessitates at present.

.Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the Hon'ble Member be
pleased to state if, hefore passing orders in April last, the governing
body of the Dacca Medieal School was consulted in the matter?

The Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: 1 must ask for

notice of this.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CGUPTA: Will the Hon'ble .\lem‘ber be
pleased to state if the guardians of the students were consulted in the
matter?

The Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Very likely not.
So far as my present information goes they were not consulted, but if
more definite information is wanted, T shall he able to get it for the
hon'ble member.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: With reference to the orders
referred to in answer to question (d), who passed the order?

The Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Tt was passed
by Government in 1924.
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Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Wil] the Hon’ble Member be
pleased to state whether the governing hody of the Dacca Medical
School was consulted at the time of passing the order?

The Hon'bie Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I must ask
for fresh notice.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: With reference to the answer
to question fe), is the Hon'hle Member aware that the statement given
in the answer is not correct, and all the students huve gone on stiike?

The Hon'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: [ am aware
that students did strike, but T am informed from the reports of the
local officers that the fees were paid by students admitted this year.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Is it not « fact that the fees
were realised at the time of admitting new boys this year, otherwise
no one else paid it?

The Hon'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: If my hon'ble

friend wants a definite statement, I must ask for notice.

Mr, JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Hon'ble Member aware
that the strike that has been caused on account of the levy of the fee
is causing great inconvenience to the patients in the hospital, and is
the Hon'ble Member considering the derxirability of taking immediate
action in the matter?

The Hon'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I must ask for
notice of this,

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased
to state if there in any uniform scale of fees for dissection in Govern-
ment, medical schools?

The Hon’hle 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: So far as I am
aware there is no uniform scale in Government schools, but in some
private schools fees are realised.

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: Is it a fact that the students at the
Dacca Medical School are charged a * theatre fee ¢

The Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I must ask for
notice, but I know that the total amount of fees paid in the Dacca
Qovernment School is very wuch less than the total amount of fees paid
in wmy friend's institution?
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Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: Do the Government supplement 1he
deficiency by charging Rs. 7,000 as fines in Dacca.

The Hen'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I am not aware
of it.

Mr. D. N. ROY: Why should not Government bear this expeudnture
for the benefit of the country?

The Hon'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Compuared with
the fees realised in other non-official institutions, we are charging
about half, and from tbut point of view T do mot think it would be
fair to act according to my friend's suggestion, but 1 will consider tha
whole question.

Dr, BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: In view of the fact that the
imposition of this fee is for the purpose of giving instructions to the
students, did Government consult the Bengal Council of Medical Fduea-
tion in this matter?

The Hon'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I do not think

$0.

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I: it a fact that the total number
of students in the Dacea Medical School is about 400%

The Hon'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I helieve so.

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: T: it o fact that if we multiply 400
by 100 the amount is 40,000 and not 10,000

The Hon'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: The miscon-
ception lies in this that Rs. 100 is paid in 4 years and if you divide
40,000 by 4 it becomes 10,000.

Soheme for improvement of agriouiture.

*24. Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon'ble Mem-
ber in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased
to state whether the Government have any definite scheme for agri-
cultural improvement ready for execution in the near future?

(b) If so, what is the scheme?

MEMBER in oharge of ACRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES
DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Alhadj Sir Abdelkerim Chuznavi): (a)
and (b) The member is referred to the annual reports of the Agrieul-
tural Department.
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Question of unempleyment.

*25. Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: Will the Hon’ble Member
in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased
to state what steps, if any, have been taken by the Government during
the years 1928 and 1929 to remedy unemployment in this Presidency ?

The Hon’ble Alhad] 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUZINAVi: The mem-
ber is referred to the reply given to starred question No. 39 at a
meeting of the Legislative Council held on 11th February, 1928, and
to the last unnual reports of the Agriculture, Industries and Co-opera-
tive Departments.

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: Will the Hon'ble Member be
pleased to state whether any steps have been taken in this matter since

February, 1920°F

The Hon’ble Alhadj 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: We are
still carrying on the woik of the department,

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: Will the Hon'ble Member be
pleased to state the nature and the conditions under which the work is
being carried on?

The Hon'ble Alhad) 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVI: I must refer
the member to the annual report.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the Hon'ble Member en-
lighten this Houxe ar to the extent of unemployment in this Presi-
dency?

Mr. PRESIDENT: I: is impossible to answer that question with-
out notice.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: On a point of explanation, Sir.
I understand that steps are heing taken and the matter is being dis-
cussed. Therefore I am asking the Hon'ble Member to enlighten us
as to the extent of unemployment. That is the first matter which will
have to be collected by (Government before any action could be taken,
and as such, may I expect an answer?

The Hon'ble Alhad) Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZINAVE: I must ask
-for notioe.
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Charge for Covernment cepiss in ceurts.

*28. Mwulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: (a) Will the Hon’ble Mem-
ber in charge of the Judicial Department be plensed to state whether
the Government are considering the desirability of—

(i) revising the rule regarding charge for Government copies
[H. C. C. 0. 3 of 1908 (Criminal}]; and

(%) fixing 2 annas per 100 words, irrespective of vernacular and
English?

(b) Is it not a fact that the cost of living has since its introduction
become higher?

The Howw'bie Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: (s) (1) and (ii) The answer
is in the negative.
(b) Yes.

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Will the Hon'ble Member be
pleased to say whether anything will be done in the near future to
improve conditions?

The Hon'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: | have nothing to add 10 my
reply.

Charges incurred for food and clothing for prisoners in jails.

*27, Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: Will the Houn'ble Member
in charge of the Political (Jails) Depurtment be pleased to state—

(9) the nature of, and charges incurred for, (I) food, (2) clothing
for prisoners in jails in respect of—

(a) Indians,
(h) Europeaus, and
(¢} Anglo-Ind any;

(i) what exceptions. if any, are made in respect of prisoners in
cases of political offences in respect of (7) food, and (2)
clothing ®

MEMBER in chargs of POLITICAL (JAILS) DEPARTMENT (the
Hen'bie Sir Provash Chunder Mitter): (1) The member is referred to
rules 1052, 1055—1057, 1119 and 1121 of the Jail Code which prescribes
the nature of food and clothing for different classes of prisoners.

N
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The annual cost per head for Indiun prisoners on account of food,
excluding the cost of vegetables, is Bs. 76-5 and for clothing
Rs. 7-0-6. The annual cost per head for Europeans, Anglo-Indians
and other persons classified as such under rule 1041 is Rs. 214-2 for
food and Rs. 29-12-6 for clothing.

(1) Special arrungements are made for State prisoners and persons
detained in jail under the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1925.
Persons whose offences are believed to have been committed with
political motives are not given any different scale of diet or clothing,
unless they are classified as * special class’’ prisoners.

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: Will the Hon'hle Member be
plensed to state the principle on which difference is made between
Indian prisoners and European prisoners?

The Hon'bie Bir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I have nothing
to add.

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: Will the Hon'ble Member be
plessed to state under what circumstances offenders are classified as
*“ special class " prisoners?

The Hon'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I huve answered
that question mlready; it is in the rules laid down in the Jail

Code.

Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: May I ask who classifies them as

‘“ special class ’* prisoners®

The Hon'ble 8ir PROVASBH CHUNDER MITTER: Under the provi-
sions laid down in the Jail Code they are classified automatically.

Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: On what considerations?

The Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I have nothing
further to add.

Babu PRATUL CHANDRA GANGULY: Will the Hon'ble Member
be pleased to state” whether the Chinese are considered as European
prisoners?

(No anawer.)
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Caloutta Fine Art Cottage, Dharamtalla.

*28. My. K. C. RAY CHAUDMURI: (a) Will the Hon'ble Mem-
ber in charge of the Commerce Department be pleased to state whether
the Government had received from the Secretary of the I’ress Em-
ployees’ Association a letter dated 20th July, 1929, regarding the
deplorable condition of the employees in the Calcutta Fine Art Cottage,
Dharamtalla, Calcutta?

(b) 1f so, will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to lay on the table
a copy of the said letter?

(¢) Will the Hon’ble Member be plensed to state what action, if
any, has been taken or is proposed to he taken in the matter?

MEMBER in charge of COMMERCE DEPARTMENT (ths Hon'ble
Mr. M. C. McAlpin): (1) Yes.
(b) A copy is luid on the tahle.

1¢) The press was visited bv an Inspector of Factories on  the
16th January, the 20th May, the 22nd Julv, and, on receipt of the
letter in question, agan on the 29th July., Where conditions did not
conform to the Factories Aet and Rules, instructions were issued to
the munager to have them rectified.

Letter referred to in the reply to clause (h) of starred question No. 28,
Press Employees’ Association.

175, Bowsazar STREET,

Calcutta, 20th July, 1929.

"o tnr Hon'rie Mr. M. C. McAvrrix, c.1.E., 1.C.8., Member-in-charge,
Department of Industries, (jovernment of HRengal (through the
Director of Industrier, Government of Bengal, and the Chief
Inspector of Factories, Government of Bengal).

S,

I beg to bring to your kind notice the deplorable conditions
under which the employees in the Calcutta Fine Art Cottage, situsated
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at 76, Dharamtalla Street, Calcutta, have to work. Before approach-
ing you, I should say that I addressed a letter to the proprietors of
the said press requestipg them to take urgent steps to remedy the
ulleged grievances to which a reply had been given which was any-
thing but satisfactory. In some cases the allegations had been denmied,
while in some cases a square answer had been evuded. As the
employees of the said press are members of my Association, I request
you in the circumstances to make a thorough enquiry into the matter.
I am relinbly informed that the allegations are true. I am also told
that a gentleman from the office of the Inspector of Factories pays
oceasional visits to the said press, but in spite of the repeated requests
of the employees he has not thought it necessary to take any steps.
I would, therefore, request you to send a trustworthy person to look
into the matter. I wish our Vice-President, Mr. K. C. Ray Chaudhuri,
M.L.c., and organising Secretary, Srijut Indu Bhusan Sircar, will be
glad to accompany him and aseist him in the matter. .

The alleged grievances are:—

*(1) That in this burning heat the compositors are made to work
under a tin shed with an apology of a punkha.

*(2) Thot there is no arrangement for drinking water for the
employees, the whole office having two tanks only of filthy water with
which office work can barely go on, and enly ore or two departments
keep one or two jugs of drinking water, but then they are used up
before 12 o'clock in the noon, and in this unbearable heat the thirsty
workers are left quite helpless.

*(3) That in an office of about 300 employees there is only cne
latrine.

(4) That the emplovees are worked overtime for 3 hours, whereas
in other offices the perivd of overtime is 2§ hours ouly.

*(5) That the treatment accorded to the emplovees in paying out
overtime wages is none too well—the office masters not only become
annoyed and free of speech, but material loss is caused to the employees
by deducting one anna per rupee from their just dues.

(6) That overtime wages are not paid regularly on Saturdays.

(7) That there is no regularity in the payment of monthly pay
though the pay-day is fixed for the 1st day of the next month.

(8) That there is no regular rule of increment of pay—while one
gots two increments in one fear, another is perhaps rotting in the same
pay for over five years.
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*(9) That while a bell is rung at the commencement to regulnte
attendance, nothing of the kind is done when the office closes at
5-30 p.m.

*(10) That fines are illegally and most arbitrarily levied for late
attendance, there being no fixed rule for it.

(11) That absentees over five days in the month are deprived of
all holidays and Sundays, and a few old hands who get an allowance
of 10 per cent. are deprived of that also.

*(12) That no casual leave is granted on illness or other unavoid-
able accidents, and late attendance is arbitrarily counted and included
with the period of absence.

*(13) That on Saturdays the employees are detained and made to
work till 4 p.m., while in the register they have to put down 3-30 p.m.
as the time of departure.

*(14) In addition to the above I am also reliably informed that
about 65 per cent. of the emplovees in the said press are victims of
lead-poisoning.

The allegations marked with * calls for immediate redress.

Yours truly,

Maxixpra Natn Das Grurra,

Secretary.

Maulvi ABUL KASEM: Will the Hon'ble Memher be pleased to
state which of the allegations stated in the letter referred to in the
. answer were found to be correct, and which of them incorrect?

The Hon’ble Mr. M. C. MOALPIN: The allegations in this letter with
which this department are concerned are numbers (1), (2), (:3), (4), (13)
and (14). (2) and (3) were found to be correct, and in respect of the
condition of the tank, it was found to be dirty; the tank had not been
cleaned for some considerable time and the water in it was not fit for
drinking. The management was informed and promised to see to this.
As regards (3), the matter has already received the attention of the
msnagement, and it has been referred to the Building Committee of the
Corporation, for sanction to their recommendstion.



150 QUESTIONS. [7ra Ave.,

Unstarred Questions
(answers to which were laid on the table).

improvement of agrioulture,

28. Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Member in
charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to
state—

(i) what amount per acre was spent by Government in the year
192728 for the improvement of agriculture, and

{71} what proportior of the total amount spent for agriculture in
the year 1927-28 was spent for pay and allowances of officers
and establishn ent?

The Hon'bis Athad) Sir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVI! (i) and (i)
The member is referred to the annual reports of the Department and to
the budget estimates,

Scheme for an Agrioultural Cellegs.

20. Maulvi MUNAMMAD BAADATULLAH: (a) Is the Hon’ble
Member in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department aware
of the erying need of an Agricultural College in Bengal?

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Mem-
ber be pleased to state what steps, if any, the Government propose to
tuke for the establishment of such a college in Bengal at an early date?

The Hen'bie Alhad] 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUZINAVI: (a) Yes.

(b)) A scheme for the establishment of an agricultural institute at
Daces has been engnging the attention of Government for some time.
The matter is still under consideration.

Babu SURENDRA MOMAN MOITRA: Will the Hon’ble Member
be pleased to state what has hecome of the scheme for agricultural
education in the Rajshahi district which was suggested?

The Hon'ble Althad] Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZINAVI: T must ask
for notice.

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member be
pleased to state how long the matter has heen under consideration as
mentioned in clause (H) of the answer—how many years, or decades?

The Hon'bls Athad] 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVI: The matter
has been under consideration for roughly about 7 or 8 years. It was
held up pending the report of the Royal Commission on Agriculture.
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Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Has the Hon'ble Member any

iden how many more years will it take to consider this matter?

The Hon'hle Athad] Sir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVYI: | am afraid
1 am not able to make any prophecy.

Maulvi MUHAMMAD SAADATULLAH: Has there been any
scheme in contemplation for the establishment of an Agricultural Insti.
tute in Jadabpur in the suburbs of Calcutta?®

The Hon’ble Alhad] Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZINAVI: Not that I

am aware of.

Maulvi ABUL KASEM: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to
state who is now considering the matter—the Secretariat or the Distriet

Officer?

The Honble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVII The Secre-
tariat.

Non-official visitors of Jalls.

3. Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: (i) Will the Hon'ble Member in
charge of the Political (Jails) Department be plessed to lay on the
table a statement showing separately for each of the (7) Central Jails,
(i) District Jails, and (1) Sub-Jails of the Hengal Presidency—

(1) the present number of nou-official visitors; and
(i) the number of them that are Muhammadans?

(b) Is it a fact that in some jails and sub-jails there are no Muham-
madan non-official visitors?

(c) Is it a fact that there are some non-official visitors in some jails
of Bengal who are not public men but are serving under Government?

(d) If the answer to () is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Mem-
ber be plensed to state the number of such visitors existing at present?

The Hon'bie Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (a) A state-
ment is laid on the table.

(b) Yes.

(c) and (d) Under Jail Code rule 62 the holders of certain posts are
ex-officio visitors of the jail. There are 8 gentlemen, including 4
Public Prosecutors and 1 High Court Judge, who do not hold any of
the posts enumernted but who have been appointed visitors.
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of unstarred guestion

No. 30.
Number of Number of
Name of Jail. non-official Muhammadsn non-
visitors. official visitors.
Oentral Jails.
Midnapore 8 2
Alipore 8 2
Rajshahi 8 2
Dacoa .. 1t 4
Presidency Jail 8 2
District Jails.
Burdwan [} 1
Suri .. 4 1
Bankura Borstal 8choo 7 i
Hooghly - - . - 5 2
Howrah .. 7 1
Krishnagar 4 1
Berhampore 5 1
Joasore 6 2
Khulna . 2
Dinajpur [} 2
JIalpaiguri 8 2
Darjeoling 3 Nil.
Rangpur 4 1
Bogrs ¢ 3
Pabna 4 1
Mymensingh B 2
Faridpur 4 2
Barisal 5 2
Comilia 2 1
Chittagong 3 2
Subsidsary Jails.

Katwa ) Nil.
Asanso] . 3 Nil.
Kalna 2 Nil.
Rampur Hat 3 2
Bankurs 3 Nil.
Bishnupur ] Nil.
Tamluk 3 Nit.
Ghatal ) Nil.
Contai 2 1
Jhargram 3 Nil.
Arambagh $ Nil.
Serampore 2 NiL.
Uluberia . ¢ ]
Diamond Harbour ] Nil.
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Name of Jail.

Number of
non-official

Subsidiary Jails.

Magura
Bongson
Satkhira
Bagerhat
Silgun
Kurseong
Kalimpong
Nator
Naogaon
Thakurgson
Balurghat
Alipur Duars
Gaibanda
Nilphamari
Kurigram
Birajganj
Malda
Narainganj
Manikganj
Munshiganj
Tangail
Jamalpur
Kishoreganj
Netrakona
Rajbari
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Number of
Muhammadan non-
official visitors.

Nil.

Nil.
Nil.
Nil.

Nil.

O

z
B

- 0 e e e e

Nil.

Nil.
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Bengali and Urdu shorthand reporters.

31. Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: (a) Is the Hon’ble Member
in charge of the Political Department aware that Bengali and Urdu
shorthand reports are attempted to be taken of speeches?

(1) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state whether there is any
recognised and scientific system of Bengali and Urdu shorthand
reporting ¥

(¢y If s0, what is the name by which the system is known?

(d) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that while deposing in the sedi-
tion trial of Professor Jyotish Ghosh at Chinsurah one of the Bengali
shorthand reporters stated that two persons who have learnt Bengali
shorthand aceording to the same system and under the same teacher
cannot decipher and understand the report taken by the other?

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of discontinuing
the employment of shorthand reporters who do not work in sccordance
with a recognised scientific system and whose notes cannot be checked
or deciphered by anybody else?

MEMBER in oharge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble
Mr. A. N. Maberly): (o) Bengali and Urdu speeches are sometimes
taken down in shorthand.

(b) There is n reliable and accurate method of taking down in short-
hand, speeches in Bengali and Urdu.

() No name has been given to the system.
(d) Yes.

(¢) No. Government propose to continue to employ reporters whose
work they believe to be accurate and reliable.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Having regard to the
anawer to (question (), will the Hon'ble Member he pleased to state how
the reliahility and accuracy or otherwise of the report is determined?

The Hon'bla Mr, A. N. MOBERLY: In the first place, I would men-
tion that I understand that even two persons, who have been trained in
the system of Pitman's shorthand in the same institution, are not neces-
sarily able to read one another’s notes. In the second place, my
friend has called my attention to the deposition. T have got a copy
of it and I find at the end a note by the Court which runs as follows: —
“ The knowledge of the witness in Bengali shorthand was tested by the
defence Counsel in various ways: he could read out his shorthand notes
with ease: his notes before. the Court tally with the exhibits in this

Case.



1929.) QUESTIONS. 158

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Is the Hon’'hle Member aware
that the portion that is read from the judgment refers to the witness
reading his own notes after being prepared before he goes to the
Court?

The Hon’ble Mr. A, N. MOBERLY: Certainly.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Is the Hon'ble Member aware
that the Courts have found that this shorthaud reporting is unreliable,
both in the Chief Magistrate’s Court and the trying Magistrate's Court
in Chinsurah?

The Hon'ble Mr. A, N. MOBERLY: I have read out the trying
Magistrate's statement as to the reliability of the report aud I think
I cbould leave it to the House to form their own conclusions.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Is the (overnment going to
insist upon shorthand reporting even after the pronouncement in the
Courts that shorthand reports are unreliable?

Mr. PRESIDENT! That quastion has already been answered,

3-15 p.m.

Diet to prisoners,

32. Babu PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULI: Will the Hon'ble
Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Departmeut he pleased to
state—

(i) whether it is a fact that different sorts of food which are called
Bengnl diet, Rihar diet, Punjab diet and Burmese diet are
supplied fe the prisoners; and

(#) the reason for supplying different kinds of food to the different
prisoners?

The Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (/) There are
two scales of diet prescribed. The Bihar diet which contains a daily
ration of 7 chattaks of rice and 5 of atta and the Bengal diet which con-
tains a ration of 12 chattaks of rice and no atta. Inhabitants of the
Punjab, United Provivces and North-West Frontier vamcm are per-
mitted slight variations in the Bihar diet.

(1) The different scales date from the time when the Province of
Bengal included part of Bihar and have been continued as they suit the
requirements of many prisoners.
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Babu PRATUL CHANDRA GAMGULI: Will the Hon'ble Member
be pleased to state, when there is nothing like Burmese diet in Bengal
jails, why they accept lurmese prisoners from Burma?

The Hon'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Because they

nre sent.

Maidan to the south of the Nator Munsif Court building.

33. Babu SURENDRA MOHAN MOITRA: (a) Is the Hon'ble
Member in charge of the Public Works Department aware that the
maidan ((Government land) to the south of the Nator Munsif Court
building, in the district of Rajshahi, was used by the boys for over
half a century for football play and in fact it was the only play-ground
in the Nator town?

(b) Is the Hon'ble Member also aware that this year all on a
sudden the pluoy has been forbidden on the above ground under the
orders of the Executive Engineer, Rajshahi, Public Works Department ?

(¢) If the answer to clause () is in the affirmative, are the Govern-
ment considering the desirability of inquiring into the case and take
steps to remove the ban?

MEMBER in charge of PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT (the
Ho'ble Mr, M. C. MoAIpin): (2) The site has been used for a number
of years as a football yround. but it is not known when it was first
used for that purpose. It is the only football ground in the immediate
vicinity but others muy be availuble on the out<kirts of the town.

(b) The vre of the ground as a football ground has been stopped as
considerable damage has been done in recent years to the adjoining
munsifi and other Government property as a result of football being
played on the ground.

(¢} Tt hos already been known locally that Government are prepared
to allow the ground to be used for football provided local responsible
people take steps in consultation with the District Magistrate and
Executive Engineer to protect the munsifi from further damage, make
good the damuge done, and enter into an agreement for the use of the
ground. So far this offer has met with no response.

Sabh SURENDRA MOHAN MOITRA: Will the Hon'ble Member
be plessed to state whether previous intimation was given to the
people as to the fulfilment of the conditions mentioned in clause () of
the answer?

The Hon'ble Mr. M. C. MoALPINI I cannot say sirsight off. If the
bon'ble member presses for the information, I must ask for fresh notice,
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Ganges Mill, Howrsh,

4. Maulvi SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: (o) Is the Hon’ble Member
in charge of the Commerce Department aware—
(i) that there was a recent breakdown in the (Ganges Mill, Howrah,
and

(s1) that some lives were lost owing to the accident?

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble
Member be pleased to state whether the Government are considering
the desirahility ¢f making an inquiry into the cause of the accident?

(¢) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether any com-
pensation was granted to the heirs of the deceased ?

(d) Is the Hon'ble Member also aware that some wounded persons
are still in the hospital ?

(¢) If the anawer to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble
Member be pleased to state whether any compensation has been given
to them also?

The Hon'ble Mr. M. C. MeALPIN: (o) (1) and (1)) Yes,
(b) An inquiry has already been held by the Inspector of Factories
in charge of the Howrah district.

(c) The requisite compensation for the dependants of the five
workers who were killed was deposited in the Court of the Commissioner
for Workmen’s Compensation, Bengal, and in four cases the money
has actually been paid to the respective dependants.

(d) All injured workers have now been discharged from the
hospital and fit for duty.

(e) Yes.

Maulvi SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon'ble Member be
pleased to state what was the actual amount of compensation paid?

The Hon'ble Mr. M, C. MCALPIN: I must ask for notice.

Permission for carrying lathies in the proosssions at Psbna.

35, Srijut JOCENDRA NATH MOITRA: (a) Is the Hon'ble
Member in charge of the Police Department aware that in the applica-
tion made by the Secret:'y of the Pabna Hindu Sabha for a licence on
the 15th of June last, permission for carrying only 20 lathies in pro-
cessions was disallowed by the Superintendent of Police, Pabna?

(b) Is it a fact that only a few days after, the same Superintendent
of Police granted licerce to the Muhammadans permitting them to
carry more than one thousand lathies in their procession?
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(c) 1f the auswers to (a) and (b) are in the affirmative, will the
Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the reasons for the differential
treatment ? .

MEMBER in oharge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble
Mr. A. N, Moberly): (a) Yes.

(b) Yes.

(¢) The Muhammadan procession was in connection with the
Mohkurrum and the carrying of lathies is a well-established feature of
such processions. It was considered that the interests of the public
peace required that no lathies should be carried during the Hindu
Sabha procession, which did not form part of any established religious
observance.

Malaria and Kala-azar in Burdwan and Jessore.

3. Kaviraj BIMALANANDA TARKATHIRTHA: Will the
Hon’tle Member in charge of the local Self-Government (Public
Health) Department be pleased to Iny on the table u statement for the
last 5 vears, showing sepnrately, for each subdivision, how many
people died of () Malaria, and (1) Kala-azar in the districts of
Burdwan and Jessore?

MEMBER in oharge of LOCAL SELF-COVERNMENT (PUBLIC
HEALTH) DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble 8ir Provash Chunder Mitter):
A statement is laid on the table.

Statement referred to an the reply to unstarred question No, 36, shotw-
ing the mortality from Mdalaria and Kala-azar in the subdivisions
of the district of—

(a) Burdwan for five years (1924—28).

1984, 1935, 1926, 1087, 1928,

Bubdivialon,
Mala- | Kaja- | Mala- | Kals-! Mals- | Kala- [ Maia- | Kala- | Mals-
. amr, | s, asar, ria. AN, da. | asmr. ria.

Kala-
ABKK.
8,026 | 100 | 6,851 »
3470 9] 74 14

M2 | 100 ] 1,905 n
1351 L} 100 1

Sadar .27 1 0984 88| 8813
Kalna . 4,008 1n 4,299 12 ) 4025
Katwa . 3000 | .. 3,400 6] 3,909
Asansol 1,684 L] 908 2 [

- - 2R

Total Ll 23] 16910} 208 | 27,708 ) 124} 15178 | 2R3 11,781 | 173
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(b) Jessore for five years (1924—28).

1924. 1985, 1928, 1027, 1099,

Subdivisio®. | wata- |Eain | Matae |Kata| Mutne |Katae| et Mala- | Kala
. . . . . . - | Kala- . -

na. amr, ria. azar. a amer, ria. [V 13 ris.  |{asar.

Sadar . 9,006 26 9. 144 84 10,711 42 | 10,327 23 | 10,085 18
Jhepidah .. 7, 21 . 8,221 1 7,587 8 1,808 b3 8,210 13
Magurs .. 5,285 18 5,018 35 3,047 84 2,804 37 4,508 [ 3
Karall .. 7,887 151 8,008 144 5,736 116 7,622 58 6.548 30
Bongaon .. 6,925 17 7,787 2 T.344 3 7.85_ ] 7.200 8
Total . 37,674 l 212 ‘ 33,208 l 203 | 34,405 273 u,‘l- 180 | 38,584 147

3

Covernment contribution to the District Boards for ocertain purpeses.

37. S8rijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: Will the Hon’ble Member
in charge of the local Self-Government Department be pleased to
state what amount has been granted to the district boards of Bengal
during the year 1928-29 as Government contribution for—

(1) anti-malarial works;

1) rural water-supply;

(itr) anti-kala-nzar campaign;
(iv) primary education;

(v) medical improvement~; and

(rf) as loans for rural water-supply?®

MEMBER in charge of LOCAL SELF-COVERNMENT (the Hon'ble
Sir Provash Chunder Mitter): i) R«. 73,000,

(tf) The grant of Rs. 2,50,000 for rural water-supply is not dis-
tributed to district boards but to District Magistrates.

(111) Ra. 1,02,000.! ?

(¢r) Rs. 21,756,005,

(r) Rs. 59,2502 ! ¢

(rd) Nil.

1 Does not include any portion of the grants of Rs. 4,685,080 peid for rural
health unita.

8 Does not include allotment of drugs from Director of Public Health's provi-
sion of Rs. 30,000 for the purpose.

3 Represents grants to thana and village dispensarios.

¢ Does not include allotments by Director of Public Health from his provi-
sion of Ra. 1,80,000 for free distribution of quinine.

Does not include valae of free small-pox and cholera vaccine distributed, or
grants from provision of Rs. 50,000 for free vaceination.
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Srijut TARAKNATH MUKHERJEA: Will the Hon'ble Member
be pleased to state why was tha grant for rural water-supply distributed
to District Magistrates, and not to district boards?

The Hon'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Because that
wae the condition under which the grant was originally sanctioned.

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: Will the Hon'hle Member be
pleased to enlighten this House as to what happened to the scheme
initiated by (Government ahout 3 years ago for giving loans to district
‘boards? 1Is there any likelihood of the scheme being given effect to?

Ths Hon'bie S$ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I refer the mem-

‘ber to the answer given vesterday.

Maulyi MUHAMMAD SAADATULLAMH: What was the amount
allotted to the District Board of the 24-Parganas?

The Hon'hle 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I want fresh
notice of this.

District Board, Jalpaiguri.

38, Mr. PROSANNA DEB RAIKAT: Will the Hon’ble Member
in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to
.state—

(i) why the elective system has not been introduced as yet in the

constitution «t the District Board of Jalpaiguri;

(it) why the formation of local boards and union boards in the
districts has not been completed as yet for the said pnrpose;
and

(tit) what is the caune of such delay?

The Hen’bls 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: ({) The Com-
‘missioner’s proposals have been received und are being examined.

(#t) and (#1) Un the recommendation of the Commissioner the time
for completing the union board elections has heen extended to the
31st December, 1929, on account of the practical difficulties in making
the necessary preparations during the rains. It may not be possible
to form a local board before union boards are established.

Pistrict Board of Bankura,

89, Srijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: (o) Will the Hon'ble
Member in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be
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pleased (o state the exact amount allotted to the District Board of
Bankura on account of augmentation grant from the provincial revenue
for the year 1928-297

(b) What are the circumstances which led the Government to with.-
hold payment of this amount to the said district board ?

(¢) Will the Hon'ble Member be plensed to make u full stabe-
ment of the case together with the explanation submitted by the
Bankura District Board?

(d) How has the amount withheld from the Bankura Distriet
Board been disposed of by the Government?

(¢) Does the Government now contemplute restoring the full amount
of the withheld augmentation grant to the Bankura District Board?

(f) Is the Hon'ble Member aware that a large portion of the
augmentation grant is spent on water-supply in rural areas?

(9) Has the amount of uugmentation grant due for 1929-30 heen
paid to the Bankurs District Board? If not, why not?

The How'bie 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (a) No amount
was allotted to the Bankura District Board on sccount of the augmen-

tation grant in the year 1928.29.

(b) und () Nection 45 of the Village Self-Giovernment Act requires
that the district board shall muke suitable grants to union boards
which have raised taxation under section 37 (h) of the Village Self-
Government Act (for works of improvement). The union boards in
the Vishnupur subdivisicn budgeted for Rs. 12,000 and those in the
Sadar subdivision for Hs. 5,000 under this head in 1923-28, but the
district board made provision in the budget for a grant of one rupee
for the whole district. The attention of the Chairman was drawn
in April, 1928, to the illegulity of the action of the district bourd
in refusing to meet its stututory obligation and he was invited to have
the detvision reconsidered. Un the 16th June, 1928, the district board
passed a resolution refusing to reconsider their decision and o letter
from the Chairman, dated the 26th September, 1928, mude it clear
that the hoard were deliberately opposed tn the progress of umion
boards und that there was no likelibood that the statutory grant would
be made. Goversment sccordingly derided to withbold payment of
the augmentation grant for the year 1928.29, as the district board,
by refusing to make suitable grants to the union boards, had failed
to fulfil the statutory obligation towards umion boards imposed on
it by the proviso to section 45 of the Bengal Village Self-Government
Act, 1919. Moreover, from inquiries made Government were satis-
fied that the district board not only tried to thwart the formation of

upion boards in the district but was doing its best to wreck them.
n
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{(d) Rs. 9,500 out of the normal provision of Rs. 32,714 was placed
at the disposal of the District Magistrate for distribution to union
boards in the district. The balance was distributed through Com-
missioners to other district boards.

{e) As the provision for 1928-29 has been distributed there is no
question of paying the grant now to the Bankura District Board.

(f) Water-supply and grants to union hoards are both among the
objects of expenditure from the augmentation grant.

(y) Orders about the grant for 1929-30 are under consideration.

$rijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: With reference to answers
(d) and (f), will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to staute why it was that
only an umount of Rs. 9,500 out of the normal provision of Rs. 32,714
was placed at the disposal of the Distric: Magistrate for distributivn
to union hoards in the district?

The Hon'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: The matter was
carefully gone into and caleulations were made. If my friend wants
to know the basin of the eanleulations, T must ask for notice,

Licences for excise shops.

40, Dr. MOHIN] MOHAN DAS: (s} Will the Hon'ble Member
in charge of the Agriculture and Industries (Excise) Department be
pleased to stute whether it is a fact that before the introduction of the
fixed-fee system, there were many Bengali and pon-Bengali licencees
who used to hold the licances of more than one excise shop?

(b) Is it a fact that under the fixed-fee system an individual
licencee cannot hold licences of more than one shop?

(c) Is it a fact that many licences have been granted to the sales-
men of the old Bengali and non-Bengali licencees?

(d) Is the Hon'ble Member aware that the salesmen to whom
licencea have been granted are only benamdars?

(¢) If so, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the reasons
for the action of the Superintendenis granting such licences?

() If the answer to (d) is in the negative, are the Government
considering the desirability of instituting an inquiry into the matter?

MEMBER in ocharge of ACRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES
(EXCISE) DEPARTMENT (the Hon'bis Mr. M. C. McAipin): (a) Yes.
Under the auction system this was inevitable.
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(b) Yes. Combined licences, however, have to be issued in the
case of small shops in outlying aress to ensure profits adequate enough
to attract vendors of the right class and to keep the number of places
of vend within reasonable limits,

(c) There were some such cases.
(d) No.
(e) Does not arise.

(/) Government will he glad to institute inquiries if definite
instances are given. The policy of Government has always heen to
refuse the settlement of excise shops with benamdars.

Bengali political prisoners.

41. Babu PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULI: Will the Hon'hle
Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department be pleased to
lay on the table a statement showing for the present—

(7) the names of the Bengali political prisoners confined in jails
of different provinces; and
(11) the names of the jails in which each of them is detained?

The Hon'bie 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (/) and (i)
(Government do not consider it to be in the public interest that the
information should be supplied.

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon'lle Member
be pleused to <tate how public interest will he affected if the names
of the prisoners were supplied?

The Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: 1 have nothing
to add to my unswer.

Jail Warders.

42. Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: (a) Will the Hon'ble Member in
charge of the Political (Jails) Department be pleased to state separately
the present number of permanent (I) head warders, and (£) warders in

each of the following circles of Bengal : —
(1) Presidency Jail,
(11) Alipore Central Jail,
(i1} Midnapore Central Jail,
(ir) Dacca Centrul Juil, and
(v) Rajshabi Central Jail?
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(b) How many of them are Muhammadans in each circleP
(¢) How many of them are inhabitants of Bengal?

(d) How many vacancies occurred up to the end of June, 1929, in
each of the above circles after the reorganisation of the pay of Warder
Establishment in August, 1928.

(e) How many of these were filled in by Bengali Hindus and Bengali
Muhammadans?

(f) I it 8 fact that in many jails in the appointment of warders
up-countrymen are preferred to the Bengalis?

(9) If the answer to (f) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’'ble Mem-
ber be pleased to state whether the Government are considering the
desirability of issuing orders for the appointment of suitable Bengalis
to the post of warders henceforth in all future vacancies?

(k) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that Bengali warders are not very
well treate? by up-country head warders and warders who are pre-
dominant in those jails where the former exist?

The Hon'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (a), (b), (0), ()

and (¢) A statement is laid on the table.
(f) No, when suitable Bengalis are available they are appointed.
{(y) Does not arise.

(h) Government have no reason to helieve that Bengali warders
are ill-treated by up-country head warders and warders, but naturally
the latter are on more friendly terms with their own countrymen.

Statement referred to in the reply 1o clauses (a), (b), (), (d) and (e)
of unastarred question No. 42,

1
Number of
Number of | ;T t0ne | wandors aad
Nowme of circle. Shiel head | chief head | bead warders
heed warders, | Yorders and who sre
* | head warders. | inhabitants
of Beungal.
1. Presidency Circle 37 10 Nil.
2 m Cuvcle 3 4 1
3. Midnapore Circle 23 ) Ni.
4. Duooa Circle 43 2 Nil.
5. Rajshahi Circle © 9 Nik.
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I
Number of
Number of Number of warders
Name of circle. vard Mubammadan |  who are
warders. warders. inhabitants
of Bengal.
1. Presidency Circle .. .. 301 62 Nil.
2. Al Circle .. . 272 28 [
3 Mmon Circle .. ) 202 23 2
4. Dacca Circle .. .. 209 20 268
5. Rajsbahi Circle .. .. 284 19 3
111
Number of 1} i\ ber fillod | Numbeor filled
Name of circle. vacancies by Bengah by Bengali

ainee

August, 1928, Hinduas. Muhammadans.

1. Presidency Circle . .. 42 8 Nil.
2. Alipore Circle : : 18 5 Nil.
3. Midnapore Circle .. 2 Nil Nil.
4. Ducca Circle .. . ¥ 5 1
5. Rajshah Circle . . 9 ! Nil.
District Judge, Bankura. ..

43. Srijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: (o) Will the Hun'ble
Member in charge of the Judicial Department he pleased to stute
whether it is a fact that the present District and Sessions Judge,
Bankura, hears cases and appeals in his private chamber and not ina
open court?

(b) Is it a faot that except on occasions of sessions trial he never
gits in the court-room?

(c) Is the Hon'ble Member aware that the public pleaders, clerks
and litigants are inconvenienced for this?

The Hon'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: (a) The District Judge hears
miscellanoous cases and unimportant appeals in his private chamber.

(b) Sessions cases and all cases involving the examination of wit-
nesses and also important appeals are heard in open court.

(¢) It is reported that pleaders, clerks and the litigants have free
access to the Judge's chamber and that no inconvenience is felt by
any one. .
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330 p.m,

$rijut RADHA COVINDA RAY: Will the Hon'ble Member be
pleased to state from what source the answer to clause (c) was received?

The Hon’ble Mr. A, N, MOBERLY: From a report of the District
Judge.

Srijut RADHA COVINDA RAY: What was the necessity of his
continuously sitting in his private chamber to try cases?

The Hon'ble Mr, A. N. MOBERLY: A« u matter of fact I under-
stand that there was a glare in the open court and that the eyes of the
Distriet Judge were very serinusly affected. It is under contemplation
to change the court room now.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the Hon'ble Member be
pleased to enlighten the House us io the respective size of the private
chamber and the open court room?

Mr. PRESIDENT: I o not allow that question.

NON-OFFICIAL BUSINESS.

Non-official Members' Bills.
The Caloutta University Bitl, 1929,

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: I a:sk for leave to introduce
a Bill to amend the law relating to the T niversity of Calcutta.

Mr. PRESIDENT: Dr. Banerjea hus asked for leave to introduce a
Bill to amiend the law relating to the University of Calcutta. Ts there
any objection?

The Hon'ble Mr. M, C. MoALPIN: We propose to introduce a Bill
later on and 1 do not object at this stage.

The motion of Dr. Pramathanath Banerjea was then put and
agreed to,

The Secretary then read the title of the Bill.
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The Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1929,

Maulvi SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: I ask for leave to introduce a
Bill to ameand the Calcutta Municipal Act, 1923.

Mr. PRESIDENT: Maulvi Shamsuddin Ahmed has asked for leave
to introduce a Bill to amend the Calcutta Municipal Act, 1923. Ix
there any objection?

The Hon'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: We do not
object ta the introduction of the Bill.

The motion of Maulvi Shamsuddin Ahmed was then put und agreed
to.

The Secretary then read the title of the Bill.

The Hon'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: May I draw
vour atiention to one thing. There i» I find on a sulcequent paper
which has been handed to me an amendment by Maulvi Tamizuddin
Khan that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting public
opinion thereon by the Ist November, 1929. Is it yvour pleasure that
that should be taken first or the motion for the Select Committee?

Mr. PRESIDENT: I <hould take the motion of the Select Committee
first.

Maulvi SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Sir, I do not like to move the
motion which stands in my name for a reference to u Select Committee.
There is a motion for circulation for the purpose of eliciting public
opinion. I accept that motion,

The following motion was not moved : —

Maulvi SHAMSUDDIN AHMED to move that the said Bill be
referred to a Select Committee consisting of the Hon’ble Member in
charge of the Local Self-Government Department, Mr. D. N. oy,
Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta, Babu Santosh Kumar
Basu, Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy, Babu Bejoyv Krishna Bose, Maulvi
Abdul Karim, Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee, Mr. H. &, Suhrawardy,
Maulvi Abdus Samad, Maulvi Syved Jalaluddin Hashemy, Maulvi Syed
Nausher Ali and the mover with instructions to submit their report
before the next session of the Bengal Legislative Council and that the
aumber of members whose presence shall be necessary to comstitute s
quorum shall be five.
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Maulvi ABUL KASEM: May I rise to a point of order, Sir? The
hon’ble member has not moved his motion for reference to the Select
(Committee. How can an amendment be moved when the original
motion has not been moved.

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 will consider your point and let you know my
decision. In the meantime Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan may formerly
move the amendment.

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I move, by way of amendment, that
the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting public opinion thereon
by the 1st November, 1929,

The Hon'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: We have no
objection to thix amendment for circulation for the purpose of eliciting
publie opinion.

Mauivi ABUL KASEM: I rise to oppose the motion for circulation.
The Bill is a very simple one and it only concerns the Cossipore-
Chitpore and the Garden Reach Municipalities which have now become
a part of the Calcutta Municipality. 1 do not see why opinion from
any and everybody on this measure should be taken who are not the
rate-payers of those municipalities. The rate-payers have already ex-
plicitly expressed their opinion and there is no need for asking for
outside opinion. I submit that the Bill be either referred to a Select
Committes or considered in this House.

Mr. PRESIDENT: It has been pointed out to me that the amend-
ment which has been moved hy Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan is out of
order as the member in charge of the Bill has not woved his motion
for its reference to a Select Committee. In the present case, it ix more
or less o technical objection, the member in charge of the Bill having
accepted the amendment in preference to hir own motion for reference
to a Select Committee. But all the same, J should like to seriously
consider as to whether I should declare Maulvi Tamixuddin Khan’s
amendment out of order inspite of the fact that the member in charge
of the Bill has actually declared himself to be in agreement with the
spirit and object of the «aid amendment, or ask the member in charge
of the Bill to move the amendment himself. I think I better tell
him that I am prepared to accept that amendment as his, at short
notice, if he would like io move it.

Maulvl SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: T move that the Bill be circulated
for the purpose of eliciting public opinion thereon by the 1st November,
1929.
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Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: May I dray vour attention
to what had happened on a similar reference sometime ago. 1 was the
mover of the Calcutta Rent Bill and there was a motion for reference
to the Selec: Committee standing in my name in the Agenda. There was
also an amendment suggesting circulation for eliciting public opinion,
What I did was to move my motion formally and when the other motion
was moved I accepted it. If we do that now that would obviate that
difficulty.

Mr. . M. 8EN GUPTA: May I refer you to section 52 ) «b) which
says that if the member in charge of the Bill moves that the Bill be
referred to a Select (‘ommittee any member may move that the Bill be
circulated for eliciting public opinion. I suggest that the mover should
be allowed to move hiz motion for refersnce to a Select Committee.
The member in charge ot the Bill should have moved his motion for
reference to the Select Committee, but for an understanding with the
mover of the amendmert. In that case he would directly coms under
sub-clause 2 (b) of secticn 52. That I think would be the correct
procedure.

Mr. PRESIDENT: The object underlying section §2 (2), is to
prevent any member other than the member in charge of the Bill to
move for its circulation or reference to a Selact Committee, or in other
words, to retard or accelerate the progress of the Bill  'What happened
in the present case was not against the wishes of the membsr in charge
of th» Bill as he himsel! ix for circulation. However, what has now
been done under section 51 leaves no flaw whatsoever.

Maulvi ABUL KASEM: Sir, if the hon'ble member hus not given
notice of the fact that he wus going to move this amendment for circula.
tion inspite of his amendment for reference to a Select Committee then
I submit that the mover has prevenied me from moving an amendment
for reference to the Select Committee myself.

Mr. H, 8. SUHRAWARDY: To oviate difficulties would it not be
advisable if we move that the Bill be referred to the Relect CommitteeP

Mr. PRESIDENT: Nobody has asked for laave, in the right form,
to move such & motion at short notice, ] have already given my
ruling in the matter and I think that what we have dome now is
absolutaly correct.

The motion that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting
public opinion thereon by the 1st November, 1029, was then put and

agreed to.
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Resolutions
(on matters of general public interest).

Compulsory physical training and military drill to sohool boys and
oollege students.

Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: Sir, I beg to move the resolution
that stands in my name. It runs thus—

““ This Council recorimends to the (Government the urgent necessity
of promulgating rules snd regulations for making compulsory in all
schools for boys to take lessons in physical training and military
drill, and in colleges for students to receive military training.”

Sir, since 1924 this resolution lias been appearing in the agenda
and at last to-day T have got the opportunity to move it. Owing to the
opposition of Hon’ble Sir James Donald I missed the opportunity on
22nd February, 1926, when my friend Mr. A. (. Banerjee moved his
resolution for making physical culture compulsory in all schools for
boys between the ages of 12 and 16.  There is a great difterence hetween
his resolution and wmine  Mr. Banerjee only advocated the introduc.
tion of lathi play, wrestling and swimming, whereas T am urging for
the acceptance of a definite scheme for physical training and dril] in
schools and for military training in colleges. T am afraid there will
be opposition from (tovernment benches, for the words drill and
military training may upset the equanimity of minds of the bursau-
cracy.

T am well aware of the observations of His Fxcelleney at a Convoca-
tion of the Dacea University held 2 or 3 vears ago. He vaid © The
Government of Bengal felt unable to support the University of Calcutta
in their reguest for compulsory military service for all students.” Un-
daunted by the observations from such a high quarter T heg to move my
resolution to give expression to the views of the representatives of ihe
people in the hope that the pressure of public opinion might induce
the Government to change it views.

The need for physical training of our young men is admitted. The
question is, how is that training to be imparted. It is well known that
our boys and young men are physical wrecks—a hopeless, helpless, dis-
spirited and emasculated race. Medical observations disclosed that 71
per cent, of our young men suffer from defects of the preventible type, -
that two in three require attention, that only & per cent. are muscular
and 92 per cent are physical wrecks, that the maximum physical effi-
oiency is reached at the age of 21 after which there is a decline showing
the weakening of the power of resistance of the body and that 45 per
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cent. have stooping posiures. In the present year 1,018 school children
have heen examined and their dietary collected. What is the resultP—

Dental caries—237 per cent.

Pyorrh@a—155 per cent.

Malnutrition—65 per cent.

Gastro-intestinal di-eases (diarrheea and dysentery)—21 -5 per cent.
Respiratory catarrh—34 per cent.

Enlarged cervical gland< (a large per cent. tubercular)—7H8
per cent.

It will be seen that 80 per cent. of the pupils require medical aid in
one form or another. T- not thi< an appalling figure?

This is a sufficient indictment of the present syvstem wherehy no
attempt i< made to better the physique while the stuffing of :he intellect
is proceeded with. The Government or the people who remain unmoved
after these disclosures are either callous or heartless, but surely lews
than human. If we were an indcpendant nation would we have allowed
our national assets to decline and decay in this way. Our foreign
rulers, believing that for 1gn armies would defend India in the hour of
need. remain unmindful and they are satisfied with making us a nation
of quill drivers. Thev talk of Soviet intrigues, they defend our
frontiers, to the bogey of North-Western Frontiers is added another, the
North-Eastern Frontiers. they think that sedition will he killed by the
Indian Penal C'ode and hy cruching the manhood, by the rigours of
jail discipline, they can for ever praside over the destiniex of 350
millions of people. Vain kope. Little do they count upon a contended, a
peaceful, a free and a trusted people. If our young men are trained
and trusted, if they are made contented, then the multitudinous hordes
of the finest armies 1n the world will 1ll away like summer clouds
before the s>rried ranks ot Indians of all rares and creeds fired with the
lofty ambition to detend their hearths and homes and their country.

What has the (tovernment done to prevent this decay of our young
men? In 1921 two circulars were issued—Nos. 37 and 38 of 9th April,
1921, requesting tearhers to e present when students played ousi<door
games. In the meantime the need for physical education hecame strong
owing to disclosures made by the Student Welfare Committee of the
Calcutta University. T understand that in the last four classes of
Government and aided schools some form of physical training is made
compulsory. The top classes are exempted. No sane person would say
this i< a satisfactory state of things.

The Government has done another thing. At a time of financial
stringency it has appoinied from November last a Physical Director on
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& pay of Rs. 900 per mensem. The budget provides for his pay, travel-
ling, establishment and other allowances but nothing for (1) play-
grounds, (2) athletic gear, and gymnastic apparatus for schools and (3)
the training of teachers to impart physical education to the hoys in the
various schools in the Province, What will the Physical Director from
u foreign land on u fat pay do? He will simply draw his pay, go on
tour and draw up schemes to be shelved for want of funds. At present
Government undertakes training of teachers—a cheap and inadequate
course—for 6 weeks only, teachers coming from Government schools,
but does not contribute a farthing towards the expenses for the training
of those coming from non-Government schools and colleges.

The supplementary hudget of 1922 provided for a Physical Advisor
on a monthly pay of Rs. 250 and Rs 17,000 for playgrounds and
Rx. 5,000 for athletic and gymnastic apparatus for schools. The most
wonderful thing is, the latter two grants were suhsequently retrenched
and following a further progressive policy in retrenchment
several posts of drill masters were abolished, No far no money has
been budgeted to 1evive those posts or to provide gymnastic apparatus.
Now physical training is being taught imperfectly by ill-paid drawing
masters and in some cases even hy pundits, While (Government cannot
afford to revive the post of drill masters on Rs. 50 a month, it is not .
ashamed to import 4 costly Physical Director on Rs, 900 with allow-
ancex und from England, o gentleman who is not conversant with the
lunguages, customs, needs and habits of the hoys. He will look upon
the boys as living machines to be worked according to stated syllabus—
which he will draw up—perhaps to be relegated into the *solemn
archives of oblivion's uncatalogued library.”

In 1921 Dr. Mainwaring Holt, late Demonstrator, Sheflield Univer-
wity, was appointed on a fat salary us Physical Director of the Dacca
University. He never cared to go out into the grounds, but indulged
in ambitious schsmes and edited long notes. He had to be sent away
long before his term expired. Top heavy departments are started,
square men are thrust into round holes, and we are familiar with the-
result,

What has the Caleutta University dome in this connection? I am
sorry to say precious little. In 1892, 36 years ago, the matter was dis-
cussed in the Syndicate—but the proposal was rejgcted by the Senate
hy 19 voter to 18 That panacea for all evils that flesh is heir to,
viz., a committae, was appointed for detailed consideration and report.
The committee never met. Kumbhuvkarana's slumber was broken after
32 years and on 23rd Auyust, 1024, another committer was appointed to
cansider the question of imparting physical education to students which
fortunately met and submitted a report which was adopted by the
Senate on 26th July, 1925, The recommendations of this committee are
in entire accord with the recommendations contained in my resclution.
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Then a correspondence emsued between the University and the school
and college authorities on the one hand and the University and the Gov-
ernment on the other. I have no doubt that another generation of our
boys would go down the vale of life before any workable understanding
could be reached.

Difficulties are raised, apprehensions, some real hut mostly imagin-
ary, are entertained. The first criticism is, it is difficult to put the tine
for physical exercise during ordinary school hours from 10-3) a.m. to
4 p.m. This will disappear if u littls change is made. Make the
ordinary school hours 10 am. to 1 p.m. and again from 130 to 3 p.m.—
the last two periods of the duration of 45 minutes each. After u recess
of half-an-hour for rest tthe tifin hour being from 1 to 1430 pm.)
students shall take physical exercise for one hour from 3-30 to 430 p.m.
If pecessary, reduce the hours for intellectual exercise—the classes—
from 5 to 4 hours each day—that will not make our boys less intellec-
tually keen or fit.

The second objertion is on the score of nourishment. What will the
boys take for tiffin? I apprehend no difficulty in the muffassal. There
the taste of the boys is not vitiated by hankering for the poisoned
sweetmeats of the markets, nor hy the taking of preparations of meat
from cheap eating housrs.  Muri, murki, batasa, home made laddu
form their tiffin and they never grumble. Chapatis and molasses can
be easily and cheaply supplied. If Calcutta students are only pre-
vented from seeing the Cinemu shows and purchasing tickets throughout
the football season much can be savad. It is a question of co-ordination
between the guardians and the authorities, supplemented by funds about
which I have something to say Mater on. Then objections have been
raised by (tovernment to military training. I, will deal with them last.

Now with regard to physical exerrise for students. 1t is admitted all
round, by all and sundry, that the days of persuasion ure over. - Ama-
teurish advice and pious wish will not solve the problem. There is a
Government curriculum of physical culture. There are some drill
masters—ill paid and ill educated. The Calcutta University will like
some drill, hockey, football, wrestling, club exercises, plaving with
sticks to be introduced. They are all very good but they do no: go far
enough. What is wante! is a well-thought-out scheme, a provision for
its enforcement and supply of funds.

There must be well-trained physical instructors, men who have got
diplomas from a school for physical education which should be star:ed
on the lines of the school at Madras. It is necessary to create a per-
manent physical educstion staff es a branch of the Educstion Depart-
ment. Then in every school and college there must not only be space
set apart for exercises bnt there must be full equipment. Public demon-
strations and interschool and collegiate competitions should be en-
osuraged. The  Province should be divided into units, the Caleutta
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schools and colleges into one group and all the rest into.several units—
with physical directors to supervise the whole working. There is need
also for health propaganda among students. Those who go to sleep
thinking that early marriage is at the root of physical deterioration,
and unless social reforms are first made, nothing need be done, are
wholly mistaken. They recapitulate half-a-century old copy-book
maxims. It is seldom we come across now of girl wives &nd boy
husbands. Economic troubles are bringing about social reformation on
that head at least.

(ver and above these forms of phyrical exercise I would insist upon
all boyx between the ages of 7 and 12 to be trained like Boy Scouts
in all primary schools. Their attendance must be a part of the total
class mark. All students from 13 to 16 must learn athletics and drill.
Sometime ago Anglo.Indian boys were allowed to form cadets. Why
not Indian hoys aleo? Physical and squad drill require no implements
for exercise and can eaxily be introduced. A certain degree of physical
efficiency must be shown to qualify the young students for promeotion
from one class to another. A schonl or college making no provisions
for these would not be vecognised by the Universities and if already
recognised the recognition must be withdrawn, and students from them
should not be allowed to sit at examinations. Such drastic steps are
necessury. In order to ensure all these there must be a perfect co-
operation and absolute co-ordination among the various publie bodies,
the (overnmant, the (Tniversity, the Municipalities, the District Boards
and the educational inatitutions. There must be a Central Board of
Management consisting of representatives of all the various interests,
All these various bodies must be made to pay. Apart from the athletic
fees realised from stvdenis, the educational institutions must set apart
a sum, from its general income. It should be supplemented by fixed
annual grants from local Universities and District Boards and liberal
grants-inaid from Government. The pay of physical instructors, cost
of equipment, help towards tiffin in case of poor students all should be
met from this fund. Where there is a will there is a way. The difficul-
ties are not insurmountable. To hang up the scheme and allow the
nation to go to ruin are no longer desirable.

1 pext come to the most ticklish question, military training of
college students. The Calcutta University supports the idea and want
a scheme to be drawn up in consultation with the military authorities.
The Shea Committee also supports the scheme. But the Government
of Bengal throws cold water on the very idea. In their letter
No. 3500Edn . dated the 23rd October, 1926, they say ** the correct
policy at the present time would be to encourage the formation of addi-
tional battalions, companries or platoons of the University corps in suit-
ahle centres on a voluniary basis.”” His Excellency tha Governor of
Bengal said at Dacca that ‘* the military authorities should place mo
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obstacle in the way of aLy University or College forming a contingent
of tbe University Trairing Corps provided that the University or the
college authorities can guarantee a fixed minimum number of members
and can provide suitable officars.”

I am thankful for the little coneession. But of the 30,000 college
students how many can be taken in the training crops. Then again
* voluntary basis” is a very illusive step. I would insist upon com-
pulsion, call it conseription if you like. With the shadows of the Great
War overspreading all over us, Territorial Units were formed by 4 mild
form of conscription. Thos2 engaged in it knew how difficult it was to
enlist our young mer in the Army. ‘The old Kshatriya spirit is dead
and Government will not «rust us. In Hindu times the K+hatriyas were
set apart as the special fighting asset of the nation.  Under Muhamma.
dan rulers cultured m-=n were soldiers first and raryees afterwards.
Dynasiies of soldiers with their retainers were the pillars of the State.
Fxen in early days of the East India Company the Beungalees were not
so enervated and effete as they are now after nearly 160 vears of British
rule. Fear is at the bottom—fear and apprehension lest the (reat
Fmpire is lost one day. Let not the words * Too Late ™ he written on
the portals of the Military Secretariat. Talk of reduction of the
standing army, of the Indianisation of the forces, of an Indian- navy
manned by Indian men and officers—all are empty dreams, political
shibboleths to soothe the baby—so long as India may be bled for
Britishers to live and eni v and domineer over us. Sir, a Great Empire
and a little mind go ill together. The British cannot remain here a
day if after 160 vears they cannot depend upon the quality of that
rule—but depend mostly upon the length and force of their arms.

The objections to military training of college students a« formulated
by Mr. Lindsay in his above quoted letter are—

(1) Cost of equipment and training of 30,000 college students will
not be borne hy the Military authorities, but must fall ou
students or on provincial revenues.

(2) Large number of students are not physically fit for military
training.

(3) There are military penalties for refusal to attend drills or vbey
orders.

(4) Hard marching, camp life, drill will not be popular.

(6) Opposition in many cases will result in indiscipline and trouble
in the corps.

T can at once say that except (1), viz., the cost, all the other grounds
are not worth serious consideration. Do not utter libel on a whole
pation. The Bengalees are not a nation of cowards. Cowards are they
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who are afraid of giving us military training. Our Province had pro-
duced the greatest of i1eformers, scientists, lawyers, literatursrs and
politicians; given the opportunities it can yet produce great warriors.
The Bengalees have got amiability, agility, intellect, initiative and
command. They are without fanaticism and prejudice. These are
military virtues of no mean order. They may not have the physical
proportions of the Afghans, the Pathans, the Rajputs, the Sikhs or the
Beluchies. But the Japs and the Chinese are not physical giants. The
Bengalees are nimble in body, keen in wit, have got hrains to assimilate
and powers to initiate. They are docile and disciplined, respect for
elders they learn from their cradle. A regular course of drill and
physical exercises from youth will train them to bear hard labour and
discipline is ingrained in them.

The real trouble 1s one of finance. Why the Military authorities
will not pay 1 cannot understand. They do not bring money from their
fatherland to defend our borders. Extorting every pice from us they
turn round upon us and say we will not train you to defend yourself.
Nemises will come one day when it will be too late to learn. Then, as
regards Provincial Revenue. They exist for the ordinary Police, for
costly tours, for oversens allowances, for Secret Service, for C.1. D.,
D.D., LB, and S.B., for bands and carpets, yea, even for constables’
mosquito curtains; they exist for the carrying out of the recommenda-
tions of the Lee Commission and the Jails Enquiry Committee, for
exodus to hills, for the tiavelling allowances of all and sundry. They
should not be touched 1o make men of our boys, to save the nation from
decay and ruin. I earnestly commend my resolution to vou und beseech
you to make a beginning and it will be seen in 10 years that the ~cheme
is a success and the false prophets of to-day, whe scoff, will admire and
extoll the verv youths whom they distrust and decry.

4 p.m.

Bshu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: Sir, the demand of a
nation upon its ruler for adequate pruvision for the physical culture
and training o necessary for self-defence ix but an bhonest, reasonable
and modest one. A subject-nation, like ours, may have to make such a
demand, nay, often he refused, but every national Government of the
world makes it its primary duty to look to the health of its people and
if it lags behind it is charged with criminal negligence of duty and
declared to be unfit for holding the sovereign power any longer.

We have been taught in our boyhood the golden maxims ** & sound
mind in 8 sound body,” * When health is lost everything is lost.” Sir,
what is true of an individual is true of a nation. But do we find our
rulers anxious for our health? It reminds us of the days of Bengal
partition agitation. Along with the idea of political emancipation it
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attracted the attemtion of our leaders that political freedom is incon-
ceivable for a physically weak and frail nation. And forthwith many
gymnasiums were organised throughout Bengal for the physical culture
of our boys. But our guardian—the Bengal Government-~smelr sedition
in those imstitutions—what was the fate of those institutions® Almost
all of them had to discontinue their existence owing to the terroriam of
the police within a few months of their birth. From that time our
leaders tried in various ways to ameliorate the physical condition of our
voung generation. But the Government did practically take no step in
the matter.

Iet us now take a survey of the present condition of the health of
our students.

From the report on the students welfare scheme we find that the
percentage of the number of students classified as general defectives,
has steadily risen during the last few vears from 20'7 per cent. to
347 per cent. In other words one in every three students is suffering
from sume form of constitutional disease which requires immediate treat-
ment and attention.

The percentage of the number of students who have some sort of
defect or other is 71 per cent., i.e.. only 29 per cent. of the students may
be said to be free from defect, and that the percentage of the number of
students capable of standing erect is only about A7 per cent.

The other day the Hon'ble Mr. Moberly told us that sufficient
Bengalis of the required physical standurd do not present themselves
for enrolment as consiables. I  bhelieve the Hon'ble Member would
have heen miore accurate had he told u« that sufficient Bengalis of re.
quired physical standard are not found.

4-15 p.m.

Is it not a fact that every vear lots of candidates for Imperial and
other services are found ineligibla on medical examination? T« not our
average span of life much shorter thun that of other civilised nations?
Does not negligence or rather want of physical culture among our boys
contribute to a large extent to such a deplorable state of affairs? Sir,
is it not an appalling or rather shocking story to hear about such a
state of bealth of our youths who are pillars of the nation?

How long shall we allow this to continue? Is it not high time to
bring pressure on the Government to take active measures in the matter?
From the official bench an excuse may be trotted out—I1 say time-worn
excuse—that the Government is short of funds,

Sir, whenever any demand has heen made or any: project was found
necessary to be taken up, for national welfare, we have got such a
evasive reply. We have got about 35 croves of rupees as revenue. Can

12
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we not set apart a few lakhs of rupaes for such & nation-building project?
1 believe it is uot the want of funds but the want of sympathy and
neglect of duty on the part of Government that stand in our way.

Now a question may arise why do we choose military drill and
military training among many kinds of physical exercises. The simple
reply is this—that military drill and training teach discipline, punctu-
ality and obedience also and satisfy the cravings of a nation to be well-
trained to defend its own motherland.

With these few words in support of the resolution moved by Mr. Bose,
I take my seat.

Babu PRATUL CHANDRA CANCGULI: Sir, T rise to support the
resulution moved by the hon'ble member Srijut Bejoy Krishna Bose.
The main reason for my great enthusiasm for the cause of compulsory
physical and military training lies in the plainful and distressing sight
of the physically unfit in overwhelming numbers among the young
students of the country on the one hand and my faith in the wonderful
efficacy of physical exercise in improving the physique and cultivating
the qualities of smartness, hardihood, courage, discipline, etc., so essen-
tial for the efiective discharge of our ¢ivie duties on the other.

Sir, poswsibly no facts need be arrayed to prove that our physical
deterioration is well nigh complete, Tt is quite palpable to those who
have got eyes. The signs of physical breakdown are visible all around,
throughout the langth ard breadth of the country. A health parade of
our Univemity students disclosed some time ago the miserable condition
ol the health of our students. The health of the future hopefuls of our
country is apnalling indeed, and should not be tolerated even for a
single day. .

The demand for improving our physical fitness in general is urgent
and immediate. The introdustion of compulsory physical exercise
anong the youth of the country is sure to be of much help in the matter.
But compulsion is only feasible among the students. Now the question
may arire as to why compulsion should be resorted to. The reply ir
simple. In an atmoéphere of general physical unfitness of a serious
nature we cannot expect the victims to take to regular physical exervise
voluntarily. Their general physical breakdown and its consequential
indolent and lethargic habits do stand in the way. So compulsion is
indispensable.

But simply compulsory physical training will not do. We are out
in an attempt to lead our country to the full stature of nationhood as
conceivable by human intelligence so far. We are determined not to
consider any obstacle insurmountable, and no sacrifice too great in the
cause of such noble achierement. The path is terribly arduous and
beset with enormous difficulties (a8 our country by universal consent is
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sunk in the extreme depth of degradation). To tread along such a
path sucoessfully our young men needs be strong, courageous, disci-
plined and determined—-and what other way is better fitted to
impart these qualities in our young men but compulsory military
training? I am sure our young men as such are inferior to no set
of young men in any other part of the world. But for want of proper
training facilities their capacity for achieving anything is practically
nion-existent.

Compulsory military training among our University students would
cure much of these ills and fit them for service in the cause of saving
the country from foreign aggression and helping it to progress and
liberty.

So, says logic, but T am not sure whether force of logic appeals more
to our friends on the opposite rather than the logic of force.

The resolution under discussion is one of vital importance to us here
and we can ill afford to manage without it but the possibility is that
the recommendation may fall flat on the members opposite. We are
puinfully aware thut we are quite helpless in the matter of introducing
compulsory military training without Government support.

But their seats are safe as they ave deeply entrenched here in their
positions bucked by strong physical brute force and no power un earth
can dislodge them from these positions of power and authority unless
armed with a similar force.

This is the logic and this 15 the reasoning that they understand quite
eaxily and I hope my non-official friends will gradually be awakened to
the realities of the situation und not devote the whole of their time and
energy for the development of powerful logic wlone. T would appeal
to them to see that, even if the recommendation which is indispensuble
for our very life as a nation be not accepted by (Government. we
receive sufficient encouragement from my non-official colleagues, in our
attempt to develop universul military training on a voluntary basis
among the youth of the country. In spite of possible attempts from
the other side to crush the movement, signs whereof are already visible
in different parts of the country, with the help of laws of questionable
nature.

The demand for the development of force-factor in the body politic
must be complied with by all wishing well of the country. With these
remarks, I support the resolution.

Babu SANAT KUMAR RAY CHAUDHURI: Whilst charging
Government with neglect we cannot exonerate ourselves for not having
obtained physical culture and military training in the manner that we
ought to have got. Possibly that is due to the glamour of University
education. We have now come to understand how much we have lost.
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In fact if you look at the columns of the newspapers you will find every
day the uselessness of our men demonstrated in either fighting with
dacoits or protecting their women from abductors, or in other spheres of
life, und it is because of this that this motion has been tabled by my
friend Babu Bejoy Krishna Bose. While there is something to be said in
regard to physical training, the vame thing cannot be said about military
training which can only he given under the aegis of the Government.
As regards the utility of military training, there can be no two opinions
about it; it has been said that objection has been taken to military
training on the score of cost. But if you have a body of men trained
in arms near ot hand to belp you in time of need, there will be a large
reduction in military expenditure in the shape of transfer of troops from
one place to another. There is another aspect which attracts our atten.
tion in rvegard to the value of military training, and that is this: one
defect in our national life in the present day is want of co-operation
amongst ourselves. If a dacoit or a thief comes to a man’s house, it is
very rarely that the other villagers go to his assistunce, and the lesson
that military training gives evervhody is co-operation. If compulsory
military training is introduced it will no doubt be o blessing :o0 the
people. There is another thing which my friend Mr. Bejoy Krishna
Boxe has already remarked upon ahout making military training com-
pulsory. [ think that the only way to make it compulsory and accept-
able to all, will be to say that unless you have secured a certain number
of marks ut the military examination, you will not be allowed to pass
civil  examinations. At the very first opportunity we should make
military and physical training compulsory subjects in all the Univer-
sities.

Maulvi SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: I rise to lend my support to the
resolution moved in this Houxe by my friend Babu Bejoy Krishna Bose.
There is some defect in the system of education imparted in this Pro-
vince. I know the health of the students is certainly very bad, but if
we want to improve the condition of the health of our young men,
certainly physioal training must be made compulsory. It might be said
that even in other countries, even in England for instance, there is no
compulsory physical training in schools. It may be true, but all the
same when we see that the health of our young men is deteriorating daily,
it is certainly the duty of Government to see that the condition and
health of the youth of the country are improved. This is also our duty.

Adjournment.

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m.,, on Thursday, the 8th
August, 1929, at the Town Hall, Calcutta.
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Proceedings of the Bongal Legisiative Council assembled under
the provisions of the Covernment of India Act,

Tae Covsci. met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall,
Calcutta, on Thursday, the Sth August, 1929, at 8 p.m,

Present:

Mr. Precident (tte Hon'ble Raja Manxuatia Natn Ray Cuav.
pavRl, of Santosh), in the Chair. the four Hon'ble Members of the
Executive Council, and 118 nominated and elected members,

Names of the slested members to the Public Acosunts Committea.

Mr. PRESIDENT: The hon'ble members are aware that a ballot
took place vesterday for electiun of members to the Public Accounts
Committee. The House will be interested to know the names of the
members returned—

Khan Bahadur Mavlvi Alimuzzaman Chaudhuri.
Babu Naliniranjan Sarker.

Babu Santosh Euniar Basu.

Babu Bejoy Krishra Bose.

Mr. W. H. Thompsor.

Mr. Jogesh Chandra Gupta.

Starred Questions
(to which oral anewsrs were given),

Air survey in Maida.

*20, Bsby ROMES CHANDRA BACCHI: () With reference to
the reply given to starred question No. 54 (d) at the meeting of the
Bengal Legislative Council held on the 27th February, 1929, will the
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to
state whether the Air Survey Company in charge of the Malda survey
work have actually refunded the amount of Rs. 1,03,400 drawn by them
as remuneration ?

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble Member
be pleased to state the reasons therefor?

(¢) Is it a fact that the same company are agmin going to start
the air survey of the same district?
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(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble
Member be pleased to state the reasons for entrusting the survey work
to the same company?

{e) Was it not a fact that the original contract was cancelled on
account of the failure of the company to perform the survey owing to
their want of proper scientific knowledge?

MEMBER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble
8ir Provash Chunder Mitter): (a) No.

(b} As difficulties and complications might have arizen over the
question of the cancellation of the contract and the refund of the
money advanced, the company was informed that they would not be
called upon to make an immediate refund if they accepted the position
that the contract was rightly cancelled, and in that case they would
be allowed at their own risk and expense to produce satisfactory maps
of a block of 130 square miles (the area to be surveyed for the whole
district being about 1,600 square miles). It was further stipulated
that if the company accepted the position about the cancellation of the
maps and tried at their own risk and expense to produce satisfactory
maps of the aren mentioned above, Government would be the sole
judge us to whether the maps were to be accepted or not.

{r) New maps have been recently prepared by improved methods
on the basis of the existing air survey for about 100 square miles in
Malda. These maps appear to be accurate, but pending the result of
thorough test now in progress, no decision on the question of re-start-
ing nir survey has been arrived at.

() Does not arise.

(¢) The previous failure of the company was primarily due (2} to
their own inexperience of local conditions: (i) to the inexperience of
the local staff recruited by them.

Babu ROMES CHANDRA BACGCHI: Will the Hon'ble Member
be plenssd to state whether the Government inquired about the pre-
vious experience and knowledge of the Air Survey Company in dis-
trict survey work before entering into a contract with the company;
if 8o, which district they surveyved before they took up survey work
in Malda?

The Hon'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: If the
hon’ble member refers to the original contract, so far as I am aware
T do not think they did any district survey in Bengal barring the
survey work in Chittagong. But that was befors my time, and I
must ask for notice if .y friend wants an accurate answer.
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Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: With regard to answer (¢), are
not these improved methods the same as the measurements taken by
ordinary Amins?

The Hon'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: So far as I

am aware, it is not,

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Has the Government any
information as to what improved methods they are at present employ-
ing in order to secure accuracy?

The Hon’bie Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I had informa-
tion on the point in Apil last, but I do not remember it at present,
I had a conference of experts on this matter.

Babu SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon'ble Member he
pleased to state whether the company has, as a matter of fact,
accepted the position that the contract was rightly cancelled?

The Hon'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Yes, I have

already answered tha'.

Babu SANTOSH KUMAR BAS8U: Will the Hon'ble Member be
pleas2d to state whether there was anyv penaliy clause in the original
contract?

The Hon’bie 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: So far as I
remember, there was no penalty c¢lause, but on the failure of the con.
tract they would be bound to refund the money; but they did not
admit that there was a failure of the contract. We said that it was
a failure, and they accejted that decision.

Mr. JOGCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Is the Hon'ble Member
aware that if the survey had been undertaken in the ordinary way
by Amins, the cost would have been the same and the measurements
would have been accurate without any doubt¥

The Hon’ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: That question
has been dealt with in a subsequent question to-day.

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Will the Hon'ble Member be
pleased to state whether any legal advice was taken befors the company
accepted the position?

The How’'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I do not
understand the question. We said that the contract was rightly
caucelled and ultimately they accepted the position.
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Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH1I My quesstion is whether before
coming to a decision on the peint, legal advice was taken.

The Howbie 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Before
advising the company that their contract has been rightly cancelled,
legal advice might or might not have been taken.

Air survey in Maida,

*30, Babu RISHIKESH MITTER: (o) Will the Hon'ble
Member in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state what
steps, if any, have been taken to recover the cost of the air survey
in the diatrict of Malda from the Air Survey Company, Limited?

(b) Is it a fact that the same company have been given another
vontract for the air survey of the said district?

(¢) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble
Member be pleased to state the reasons for giving such a contract to the
same Air Survey Company, Limited?

The Hen'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (¢) The member
is referred to the reply given to clauses (a¢) and (b) of the question

asked by Babu Romes Chandra Bagchi on the same subject at this
meeting.

(8) As explained in answer to the question of Babu Romes Chandra
Bugchi an experimental contract for the production of new maps by
improved methods on the existing air survey for 130 square miles has
been entered into with the company.

(c) The contract is purely experimental and was not entered into
until there was a definite prospect of success. If the experiment fails
nothing would, under the comtract, be payable to the company. The
increasing importance of nerial photography, as an economical and
accurate method of survey, justified the continuance of the experiment :
the contract was placed with the same company as no other agency was
. available,

Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: Will the Hon'ble Member be
pleassd to state whether some of the members of this Air Survey
Company. Limited, are retired Government officials of the Indian
Survey Department?

The Hew'dle 8ir PROVASH CMUMNDER MITTER: I am not
quite aware as to wheiber some of the members are retired officers
of the Indian Survey Department, but I am aware only of this that
a retired member di roe me in this connection; I am mot aware
whethsr he is a member of the company.
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Babu NALINIRANJAN SARKER: Is it a fact that a Government
official in am exalted prsition put pressure on the Hon'ble Member
to encourags the compavy in their experiment?

WMr. PRESIDENT: I do not allow that question.
Babu NALINIRANJAN SARKER: But it is a question of fact.
Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the Hon'ble Member
be pleased to enlighten this House as to the extent of econonfy con-
templated by verial survey?®

The Hen'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: My friend

will find that answer dealt with in answer to the next question,

Babu NALINIRANJAN SARKER: Will the Hon'ble Member he
pleased to state whether uny high Government official has ever requested
the Hon’ble Member to encourage this company?

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 do not allow that question.
Babu SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon'ble Member be

pleased to state the rname of the gentleman who saw him in this con-
nection?

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not allow that question.

Babu SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Doex the Hon'ble Member con-
sider that this interview with him was confidential, and cannot be
disclosed to this Councui?

The Hon’ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: No, it was
not confidential. He only pointed out to me certain aspects of the
question.

Babu SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon'ble Member he
pleased to disclose the interview, or the substance of the interview
which took place on thut occasion, and the name of the gentleman
who interviewed him?

The Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Although T
can object, I do not waut te——m

Mr. PRESIDENT: Whan you say that the interview was not
confidential, how could sou now refuse to answer the (uestion?

The Hen’ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I can object
to giving the name, bu: I am not objecting. The gentleman who
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saw me was Mr, Tandy. a retired member of the Indian Burvey
Department. The interview took place many months ago, and all
that he wanted to point out to me was why the previous survey results
were not satisfactory, how it was inaccurate, how it could be made
accurate, and a0 on. It was more or less a technical matter.

Mr. J. M. 8EN CUPTA: I want to ask a very simple question.
Will the Hon’ble Member be plsased to tell us if this company was
recommended to him by anyone; if so, by whom?

The Hon'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNOER MITTER: The contract
took place long before my time. From enquiries I have made, 1
understand they had a previous contract in Chittagong.

Mr. J. M. 8EN GUPTA! That is no answer to my question. My
question is: was this company recommended to Government by any-
body, and if so, by whom?®

The Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: It was before

my time, and [ do not think T can auswer it.

Mr. PRESIDENT: lJo I understand that you do not know the
name?

The Hon'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: No. there was

no recommendation made to me by anybody.

Babu NALINIRANJAN SARKER: Will the Hou'ble Member be
pleased to state if any recommendation was made to waive the penalty
poayable by the company?

The Hon'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: No.

Cost of survey and settiement.

*31. Babu RISHIKESH MITTER: Will the Hon'ble Member in
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state—
(t) the rate of cost per square mile of survey and settlement
according to existing methods- and

(17) the rate of cost per square mile of survey and settlement on
the basis of aerial survey?

The Hon'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (i) The rates
vary according to local conditions. For Malda, the estimated cost
comes to Rs. 1191.35 per square mile.

() Air survey is only in an experimental stage, and it is not
possible to say at present ‘what the ultimate cost rate will be. There
is every reason to helieve that it will be cheaper than existing methods.
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3-15 pa,

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTAL Will the Hon’ble Member be
pleased to state whether the Government considered that the Amins
who do this kind of work will be out of employ and the Air Survey
is bound to be less accurate than the actual measurements made in
the fields by Amins?

The How'bie Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: The wmatter is
still under consideration. It will depend on the results to which 1
have referred in answer to a previous question. So I cannot say
whether it will be less accurate, or more accurate, but so far as the
experiment is concerned, it is very satisfactory,

Mr, JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Is the Hon'ble Member aware
that when Amins are etuployed to measure the land, the paople who
own the land have an opportunity of seeing, helping aud checking the
measurements, but that ix not the case in the case of an air survey?

Mr. PRESIDENT: You are more or less advancing an argument
and I do not think I should allow that question.

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA CUPTA: It is only o question, T only

want to know whether (Gavernment overlooked this fact.

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I think that point was suffi-
ciently answared by the Hon'ble Member when he said that the whole
thing is merely an experimeut and that he was not in a position to be
very definite about it.

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA CUPTA: I want to know when the
question of the unemployment of so many people was concerned,
what reason led the Government to launch into such an experiment,
the results of which are vet not known.

The Hon'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: The first
reason was that a good deal of peculation could be stopped. The
second reason was that in an unhealthy district the work could be
done more expeditiously, and the third reason was that the experiment,
if proved successful, wa» hound to be accurate. IBut as I have said,
we have not come to any final decision.

Number of Lewer Division Selection grade posts in the Bengal
Seorstariat.

%32, Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: With referenre to the reply
given to unstarred question No. 41, at the Council meeting held on
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the 11th February, 1929, will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the
Finance Department be pleased to lay on the table a statement show-
ing at present, department by department of the Bengal Secretariat,—

(i) the mumber of T ower Division Selection grade posts;
(1) the number of these posts already filled up;

(17i) the number of vacant posts;

(iv) the number of J.ower Division assistants eligible for Lower
Division Belection grade posts who could mot get them
owing to the 10 per cent. limitation; and

(v) how long the eligible candidates have been drawing Rs. 150°P

MEMBER in oharge of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'bie
Mr. M, C. MoAlpin): A statement is laid on the table.

Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. 32.

o i
Number wer Division
of Sum'ber asistants eligl-
Lower | 0 [Number | ble for Lower
Departments Division s of Division Belec Row long the eligible
ments. Belec- .{:“d vacant | tion grade posts candidates have been
tion | "I | posts. could not drawing Ra. 150.
grade g( them owing
posta. w. the ten per
cent Bmitation
Chief Recretary's Ofice .. 4 2 2 Ni Does not arise.
Revenue 3 1 2 Nil Ditto.
Finance (] 3 ] Nu Ditto.
Irrigation .- 1 1 N 1 Since 15th November, 1927.
Agriculture and Industries < 2 Ny Ni Does ot arise.
Local Beif-Government .. 2 2 Ni NI Pitto.
Educatfon 1 1 Ni Ni Ditto.
Public Works 3 1 1 1] Diste.
Logisiative 1 1 Ni 2 One for about 2 years and the
other for 4 yoars ¢ months.
e

$rijut RADHA COVINDA RAY: With reference to column 5 of
the statement, will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state whether
it is a fact that the absence of a general Secretariat ratio between the
upper and lower division assistants in the Legislative Department is
the couse of this detention®

The Hon'bie Mr. M. 0. MOALPIN: I think the question should
be addressed to the Member in charge of the Legislative Department.
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Mr. PRESIDENT! Besides, it appears to me to be more or less a
matter of opinion, and I do not think Mr. Ray should insist upon an
answer.

8rijut RADHA COVINDA RAY: Will the Hon'ble Member be
pleased to state when the precent incumbent in the only selection

grade post in the Legislative Department is expected normally to
retire?

The Hon’ble Mr. M, C. MGALPIN: This question refers to the
Legislative Department, and I am not in u position to answer it,

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: Will the Hon'ble Member he pleased
to state whether it is a fact that the rule of limitations does not
affect the case of the assictants of the Legislative Department referred
to in column 5 of the :tatement; also whather the ratio between
upper and lower division posts in the Secretariat has been maintained
in the Legislative Department?

The Hon'ble Mr., M. C. MoAlpin: It ix again a question for the
Legislative Department; however, I might explain for the information
ot the member that this statement has merely been co-ordinated by
the Finance Department.

Alloged sale of now machines in the Jail Press.

*33. Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Hon’ble
Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department be pleased to
state whether it is a fact that in the Jail Press new machines imported
from England are sold away at a reduced price hefore they are unpacked?

(b) If the reply to (a) is in the affirmutive, will the Hon’ble
Member be pleased to state what steps, if any, do the Government
intend to take in the matter?

() Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to lay on the table a
statement showing, year by year, for the last 10 years—

(7)) the number of machines purchased and sold;

(s1) the date of their purchase;

(iti) the date of their sale:

(iv) original price of each; and

{v) eale price of esch?
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MEMBER in oharge of POLITICAL (JAILS) DEPARTMENT
(the He’ble Sir Provash Chunder Mitter): (a) and (¢) From the
statement Jaid on the tahle it will be seen that no machines purchased
in the last 10 vears have been sold.

(b) Does not arise.

Statement referred to in the reply to clauses (a) and (¢) of starred
question No. 33.

Book
Num-| Dateof | Original | YAluC Sale
Clase of machine. ber. | purchase. cost, an 11'. Date of sale. price.
iy
Ra, Ra.
1919-1922,
No machinery sold.
1923,
1. Paper-cutting Machines . 2 Nt;,twktrmble as 1,046 | ZRth April, 1923 .. (1]
4 y go
2. Envelope-punching Machines 2 back an far as %49 Ditto .. 200
1901 and the ma-
3. Type-casting Machines o ¢ chines were - 772 Ditto .. 1,875
chased before that
1984,
No machinery sold.
1925,
1. Printing Machioe . 3 | Not traceable &» 1,040 | 26th August, 1925 1,060
books enly go
2. Hand Presses .. . 20 back as far as 6,000 Ditto .. 5.200
1901 and the ma-
8. Printing Machines . 8 chines were - 3,120 | 1st Beptember, 1025 2,550
chased before that
date.
19386,
1. Type-casting Machioes 4 Nat  traceable as 772 | 12th January, 1926 400
books oanly go
L. Hand Press 1 back as far as 282 | 25th January, 1926 345
1901 and the wma-
3. Prioting Machine . 1 chines were pur- | 1,040 | 9th February, 1926 1,000
chased before that
4. Hand Press . date. ] Ditto . 160
5. Hand-paglug Machines .. b 170 | 12th February, 1926 15
1927,
1. Wire-sowing Machine .. 1 Not  traceable as 1,806 | 19th July, 1927 .. .
books only go
2, Book-binder's Hot Prese ., 1 back as far m 192 Ditto . 170
1901 and the ma-
3. Stereo S8aw Bench .- 1 chines were -
chased before 1) Ditto .. | ta) 108
4. Circular Baw Bench . 1 date,
8. Treadle Numbering Machines 7 2,100 Ditwo . 200
8. fBcrew Cutting Machines .. 2 812 Ditto . 0
Ba
7. Stereo Hot Prom - 1 | 90th Jume, 37 Ditte . 70
1908,
$. Swreo Baw Bench .- 1 Ditto )¢ ]
1928,
4 No machinery sold.

{a) Item No. 8 was s0id with jtems 3 and ¢ In one lod by pablic anction and the whole jet realissd Rs. 108

»
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Ervadication of water-hyacinth.

*34. Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon'ble Member
in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to
state whether it is in the contemplation of Government to take any
action in the near future for the eradication of water-hyacinth?®

MEMBER in charge of ACRICULTURE and {NDUSTRIES
DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Alhad] S8ir Abdelkerim GChurnavi)z
Yes, but Government are awaiting the introduction of a private Bill
on this subject of which notice has been given.

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Will the Hon'ble Member he pleased
to state whether Government thinks it has a duty in this matter
apart from waiting for o private Bill?

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is no question.

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon'ble Member be
pleased to state what action Government is contemplating beyond
awaiting the introduction of a private Bill?

The Hon'ble Alhad) Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZINAVI: Government

can only await *he Bill first bhefore taking any action.

Babu SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Does the Hon’ble Member
think that the duty of ffovernment consists in merely waiting?®

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is no question.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the Hon'hle Member be
pleased to state if Government have received a Bill and propose to
take any action on the Bill?

The Hon’bie Alhad] 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVI: Govern-

ment are going to examine that Bill.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CGUPTA: Will the Hon'ble Member be
pleased to state how mapy years or decades Government will take in
considering the Bill?

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is no question; I do not allow that.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTAS I ask how long will (Government
take to consider this Bill?
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Mr. PRESIDENT: That is more or less an insinuation. You know
that is not permissible.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member be
pleased to enlighten the House as to how long Government will take
in considering the Bill ihat has been sent long ago?®

Mr. E. C. ORMOND: Or a-point of order, Sir, is the supplementary
question in order? Does it arise out of the main question?

Mr. PRESIDENT: The point is that the msmbers are anxious to
know whether this Bill is being considered by Government and whether
Government is doing all that could possibly be done in the matter.

Mr. E. C. ORMOND: With due respect to your decision, will it
not be time for these queations when the Bill is introduced?

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 think not for the simple reason that these
questions are not questions with regard to the details of the Bill. In
the present case, the questioners want to have an idea of time.

The Hon’bie Alhad] 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: Govern-
ment must consider and wait till the Bill comes before the (Council.

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Hon'hle Member aware
that the Bill embodies mainly resolutions which were acvepted by
Government in previous conferences over this matter?

The Hon’ble Alhad} Sir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVI: I under-
stand that some of the resolutions thut were passed at the (‘onference
in Dacca have been embodied in the Bill

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: Does the Hon'ble Member know of
any new proposal stiggested in the Bill in addition to what was accepted
in the Government Conference?

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon'ble Member should not have answered
Mr. Gupta's question and should not answer this. Supplementary
questions, I think, should arise out ef and be intimately connected
with the main question. The main question was put to elicit informa-
tions with regard ta Government’s actions for the eradication of water-
hyacinth. The principnl questions did not make enquiries about the
Bill, so T think it is betler not to ask any question about the details
of the Bill.
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Babu SANTOSH KUMAR BABU: On a point of information,
Sir, do not your remarks relate to the questions originally put, as well
as the replies given by the Hon’ble Member?

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, it is s0; but each case has got to be
judged by its merits.

Mr, JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: May I know whether in view
of the reply given by the Hon'ble Member that (overnment are await-
ing the introduction of a private Bill on the subject, this question
might not arise?

Mr. PRESIDENT: It does not, although some broad questions
may be put about the Bill since the Hon’ble Member has mentioned
it in his answer. What I mean to say is that until the Bill has been
introduced in the Council, members putting supplementary questions
should not press for intormations with regard to its details only be-
cause the Bill has beer casually mentioned in the Hon'ble Member's
reply.

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Were the Government expect
ing any private member to bring forward a Bill on the subject?

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 do not allow that question.

Water-hyaointh pest.

*35. Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bahadur;
(@) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Agriculture and Indus-
tries Department be pleased to state whether the (iovernment intend
to take any early step to combat the water-hyacinth pest in Bengal®

(b) If so, when and in what way?

The Hon'ble Alhad} 8ir ABDELKERIM GHUZINAVI: (4) and
(b) The member is referred to the reply given to a starred question on
the subject put by Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan at this meeting.

Water-hyaointh pest.

*38. Kavira] BIMALANANDA TARKATHIRTHA: (o) Will
the Hon'ble Member in charge of Agriculture and Industries Iepart-
ment be pleased to state whether any effective scheme has been
framed for the eradication of the water-hyacinth pest in Bengal?

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, when will it be put
into action? ‘ !

(c) I{ there is no such effective scheme, when do the Govern-

ment expect the same to be ready?
12



104 QUESTIONS. [8ta Ave.,

The MHon'bie Athad] Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZINAVi: (a) No,
so far as the Government of Bengal are aware.

(b) Does not arise.

(c) As soon as an effective scheme is discovered.

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY! Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased
to state, with reference to answer (c), what efforts are being made by
(Government to discover an effective scheme?f

The Hon'ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZINAVI: All avenues
are being explored.

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: What are the avenues?

The Hon'bie Alhad] Sir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVI: Some of
them will be found in the Bill that is going to be introduced by a
member opposite, and others consist of all reports received so far.

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased
to state at least some of the avenues mentioned in the Billf

The Hon'ble Alhad] 8Sir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVI: I must
refer the member to a copy of the Bill.

3-30 p.m.

Mr. A. K. FAIL-UL HUQ: Since when Government has begun to
seriously consider the (uestion of eradicating water-hyacinth pest?

The Hon'ble Alhad] 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVI: Since
nbout the 1921.22,

Mr, A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: What particular steps have the Govern.
ment taken since then for the eradication of the pest?

The Hon'ble Alhad] Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZINAVI: Govern-
ment bave heen devoting a great deal of attention to this question since
those years. Tn 1923-24 a certsin spray was examined. Thereafter a
Special Officer was deputed to make other inquiries. Suggestions from
various qunrters were also invited. Finally in 1927 a conference was
held at Dacca regarding water-hyacinth.

Mr. A, K. FAIL-UL HUQ! Has any practical step been taken in
any district?
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The Howble Alhad] Sir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVI: Some
experiments were made m certain districts. But no definite action
can be taken until a Bill is introduced in this House,

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: Experiments in what districts?

The Hon'ble Athadj 8ir ABDELKERIM GHUINAVI: One of the
districts is Faridpur, but as regards giving an accurate information
T would ask for notice.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Hon'ble Member aware
that in Faridpur the District Magistrate reported the annual damage
was Rs. 4734 lakhs, but vet no steps were tuken by Government?

The Hon’ble Alhad] 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVI: Yes, the
District Officer, Mr. Burrows, did make a report to that effect, but no
action can be taken purely with regard to one district. Action has
got to be taken with regard to the whole province.

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKS8H: Will the Hon’ble Member be
pleased to state whether or not there was a Water-hyacinth Committee?

The Hon'ble Alhadj 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVi: Yes.

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Has the committee submitted o
report? If so, when?

The Hon’ble Alhadj 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVI: The com-
mittee did submit a report. but T cannot tell the exact date. I would
ask for notice.

Income from paim tress.

*37. Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: (a) Will the Hon'ble
Member in charge of the Agriculture and Industries (Excise) Depart-
ment be pleased to state the income derived during the year 1928
in respect of palm trees from—

(1) taxation; and
(2) licence fees?
(b) Is the Hon'ble Member aware that the union board chaukidars

and dafadars bave to supply information for purposes of taxation and
licence P
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(¢} If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble
Member be pleased to state whether any portion of the income refer-
red to in (a) is given to the union boards?

MEMBER in charge of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES
(EXCISE) DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Mr. M. C. McAlpin):
(a) Figures of revenue from tari for 1928-20 are given below:—

(1) Tree-tax—-Rs. 5,560,706,
(2) Licence fees—Rs. 4,24,832.

(b) The answer is in the negative.
(¢) The question does not arise.

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: Will the Hon'ble Member be
pleased to state what is the source of information as embodied in his
reply (h)?

The Hon'ble Mr. M. C. McALPIN: I drafted that myself. The
source was the Excise Commissivner. He reported that what the
village chaukidors and dufudars have to do is as follows:—

The village chaukiders and dafadars along with village headmen
and panchayets and others are legally bound under section 72 of the
Bengal Excise Act to give information about the manufacture of
excisable articles to the Magistrate or to an officer of the Excise or to
the Police Department. But no information is supplied by them for
the purpose of tax and licence.

River Kalindri in Malda.

*38, Babu ROMES CHANDRA BACCHI: (@) Will the Hon’ble
Member in charge of the Irrigation Department be pleased to state
whether any attempt was made by the Department to excavate the
mouth of the river Kalindri in the district of Malda for removing silt
at its junction with the Ganges with a view to improve the river?

() If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble
Member be pleased to state the result thereof?

MEMBER in oharge of IRRICATION DEPARTMENT (the
Hon’ble Alhad] Sir Abdetkerim Chuznavi): (a) No; removal of silt from
the mouth of the Kalindri at its junction with the Ganges is not likely
to improve the river.

(b) The question does not arise.
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Babu ROMES CHANDRA BACGCHI: Will the Hon’he Member
be pleased to state how did the Government come to know that the
removal of silt from the mouth of the Kalindri river will not improve
the river?

The Hon'ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVI: The bed
of the Kalindri river is higher than the ievel of the Ganges. Hence
if the mouth of the Kalindri river is excavated it is unlikely that the
water would flow from the Ganges.

Bundh near the new sluice gate under oconstruction at Mustafapur
in the Bil route area.

*39. Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon'ble
Member in charge of the Irrigation Department be pleased to state—
(r) whether it is a fact that it was proclaimed by beat of drum
that the bundh near the new sluice gate under construction
at Mustafapur in the Bil route area would be opened on

the 15th vai:ta last;

(i1) whether in spite of the aforesaid proclamation the bundh was
opened at nicht without any notice to the people on the
30th Baisakh last: and

(ri1) whether it is a fact that on account of this opening without
anv warning all the standing crops including ripe aws paddy
over a large tract of land were completely destroyved
causing acute distress to thousands of helpless cultivators?

(M) Tf the answers to (a) are in the afirmative, will the Hon'ble
Member be pleased to state who is responsible for this opening of the
bundh?

(¢} Are the Government considering the desirability of instituting
an inquiry into the matter?

The Hon'ble Alhadj 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVI: (q) () No.
(i1y The bundh was breached on the night of 12th May last (cor-
responding to 20th Baisakh).

(117) No.
(b) Does not arise.
{(¢) No.
" Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon'hle Member be

pleased to state whether any inquiry was made as to any possible
damage done by the breach?

The Hew'ble Athad] Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZINAVI: Yen.
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Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: When was that inguiry made?

The Hon'bls Alhad] Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZINAV1: Since notice

of this question was given.

River Chandana.

*40. Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) With reference to the
reply given to starred question No. 81 at the Bengal Legislative
Council meeting held on the 18th March, 1929, will the Hon’hle
Member in charge of the Irrigation Department be pleased to state
whether the contemplated inquiry as to the scheme to connect the
river Chaudana in its lower reaches with the river Barasia has already
commenced ?

(b) If so, when is the inquiry to be completed ?

The Hon'bls Alhad] Sir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVI: (o) Yes.
(b) By October next.

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased
to state when was the original inquiry regarding the reclamation ot
the river Chandana begun?

The Hon’ble Alhad] 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVI: Since the
question was put by Dr. Kumud Sankur Ray in March, 1928, Surveys

P hd

were made in 1927-28 during the flood season.

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: s it a fact that the inquiry was

begun six years ago!

The Hon’ble Alhad] 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVI:I am
afraid T have nothing more to add to what I have already said.

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: When are the results of the inquiry
likely to be givem effect to?

The Hon’ble Alhadj 8ir ABDELKERIM GHUINAVI: I am

afraid I do not possess the power of prophesying.

Filling up of vacancies in the Covernment Presses.

*41. Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: (q) Will the Hon’ble Member
in charge of the Finauce Department be pleased to state whether it is
a fact that it is an established convention with the Government Presses
that when a vacancy occmrs preference is given to one of those who
lost their jobs due to reduction?
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(b) Is it a fact that recently some outsiders have been taken as
compositors in the Bengal Government Press solely on the recommenda-
tion of the overseer, rejecting the claims of a number of old men who
lost their jobs owing to reduction?

(c) If the reply to (b) is in the affirmative, are the Government con-
sidering the desirability of instituting an inquiry into the matter and
of laying a copy of the result of the inquiry on the table?

’l'h, Hon’ble Mr. M. C. McALPIN: (a) Applications are considered
on their merits and one of the factors to which consideration is given is
previous service.

(b) No.

() Does not arise.

A public road in Kushtia subdivision,

‘42, Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Hou'ble Mem-
ber in charge of the Revenue Depariment be pleased to state whether
it is a fact that the villagers of Ftmampur, Jaduboyra and Satina within
the jurisdiction of Kushtia subdivision, in the district of Nadia, have
submitted a memorial to His Excellency the Governor of Bengal on the
14th September, 1928, making serious allegntions  against  loeal
vamindars®?

(h) If the answer to (@) ix in 1the afirmative, will the Hon'ble Mem-
ber he plensed to state whether any action ix  contemplated by the
Government? TIf so, when and what?

The Hon’ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (a) A petition
was received from one Bubu Surendra Nath (Ghosh of Baranagore pray-
ing for the opening of a public road, in village Etmampur in Kushtia
subdivision, alleged to have been closed by certain zamindars,

() The petition has been forwarded to the Collector for disposal.

Maulvi SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon'ble Member be
pleased to state whether any action has been taken by the Collector
of Nadia as regards the petition?

The Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: We bave
referred the matter to the Collector. Beyond that I cannot say any-
thing more.



200 QUESTIONS. [8ra Ava.,
River Atharabanki,

*43, Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI! Bahadur:
(a) Is the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Irrigation Department aware
of the fact that a portion of the river Atharabanki has silted up con-

siderably causing great inconvenience to the steamer service from Khulna
to Barisalf

(b) In it a fact that the dredging of this portion was sanctioned and
taken up last year but was stopped as it was lateP

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking up
the dredging of this portion early this year, so that there may be no
inconvenience to the steamer service during the dry season?f

The Hon’ble Alhad] 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVI: () Yes.
The silting of the river is an annual occurrence.

() The shoals were dredged twice last year: the dredging was not
stopped because it was late.

(c) Yes.

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bsahadur: Is it 2
fact that after the socalled twice-dradging last year the Express
steamer from Khulna to Barisal could not pass through that way dur-
ing certain part of the year?

The Hon'bie Alhad} 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVI:I am
afraid I must ask for fresh notice.

Unstarred Questions
(answers to which were laid on the table).

Sealdah Police Court.

44, Babu HEM CHANDRA NABKER: (s} Will the Hon’ble
Member in charge ¢f the Revenue Depmriment be pleased to state
whether it is a fact that the courtvard of the Sealdah Police Court
remains submerged sometimes under knee-deep water after s heavy
downpour?

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking any
action in the matier? If so, when?

(¢} In it a fuct that there is no shed or shelter in the said Court
for the litigants who are obliged to suffer the inclemency of the
weather? .

() What action, if any, do the Government propose to take in
the matter, and when?
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The Hew'bis Sir PROVASH CHUNDER WMITTER: (o) It is
reported that after a heavy downpour the compound of the Sealdak
Police Court goes under water, but the water which accumulates is
not knee-deep.

{b) Yes; now.

(c) There is no separate shed set apart for litignnts; there is a
portico and a verandah in which they can take shelter from the rain,
but the accommodation is insufficient.

(d) Estimates will be called for.

Floods in Jalpaiguri.

45. Mr. PROSANNA DEB RAIKAT: (a) 1s the Hon'ble Member
in charge of the Revenue Department aware that some parts of the
district of Jalpaiguri have been seriously affected by the recent floods
in the district?

(b) If so, will the Hon'ble Member be plensed to state the steps
taken by the Government to relieve the distress of the people in the
affected area?

The Hon’ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (a) There was
a serious flood at Alipur Duars in the first few days of July.

(b) No serious distress has been reported. Immediate steps that
were necessary were taken by the Suhbdivisional Officer. On the
information at the dispasal of Government, no further action is called
for.

Assessment of oess revaluation in Nadia.

48. Maulvi SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon'ble Member
in charge of the Revenue Depurtment be pleased to lny on the table
a statement for the district of Nadia showing—

(1) the total assessment of the recent cess revaluation;

(11) the previous income from cess; and

(iri) the difference, if any, in percentage hetween the recent and
the previous cess revaluation? .

The Hon'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: A stutement
showing the information is laid on the table.

(i) Ra. 3,24,642.

(ir) Rs. 1,95,743.

(vi) T7-11.

Mr. D. N. ROY: Is the Hon'ble Member aware the asseasment of

the recent cess revaluation has bezn made in a way which is contrary
to the legal provisions?
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The Hon’bls 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITYER: Bo far as [
am aware, that is not sc.

Maulvi SHAMBUDDIN AHMED: In what other districts the cess
revaluation has taken place?

The Hor’ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: So far as I
remember, in Pabna and Bogra recently.

Maulvi SHAMSBUDDIN AHMED: What is the percentage of
difference between the previous and tha recent cess revaluation?

The Hon'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I want notice

Issue of Covernment order prohibiting Covernment officials
from buying ** Liberty* paper.

47. Babu SURENDRA MOHAN MOITRA: (a) Will the Hon'ble
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state
whether the (lovernment officials have been prohibited from buyving
the duily paper Liberty by any order or circular whatsoever, whether
confidential or otherwive?

(b) It the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble
Member be pleused to lay on the table a copy of the order or circular
in question?

MEMBER in oharge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon'bie
Mr. A. N. Moberiy): (s} No ordar has been issued prohibiting Govern-
ment officials from buying copies of the daily paper Liberty. As an
injunction had been issued against the New Forward, it was thought
advisable that departments of Government should not subscribe to
Liberty until it was seen whether any action was taken in Court about
it. An order was accordingly issued, but has now been withdrawn.

(5 A copy ix laid on the table.
Ordar referred to in the reply to clause (b) of unstarred question No. 47.

Memorandum No. 250-71 P, S. D., dated Darjeeling, the 15th May,
1929, from the Political Department of the Government of Bengal.

Pending further orders, the Governor in Council directa that no
department of Government shall subscribe to the newspaper Liberty
now being issued in place of the Forwcard and New Forward.

L. G. WaLs,
for Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal (offy.).

To all Secretaries and Heads of Departments.
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Babu KHALINIRANJAN S8ARKER: Will the Hon'bla Member be
pleased to mats how muny days after the first publication of Liberty
the order was passed?

The Hew'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I am afraid T do not know
when the Iiberty was first published. The date will be found on the

paper.

Babu NALINIRANJAN SARKER: Will the Hon'ble Member be
pleased to state the date from which the order was withdrawn?®

The Hon'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: About the end of July—I
think the 20th

Babu NALINIRANJANM SARKER: Will the Hon'ble Member be
pleased to state if this prohibitory order had any connection with the
general election that was going on in the Province then?

The Hon'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: X0, no vonnection whatever.

Babu SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Muy I ask what led the Govern-
ment to think that action might De taken against Liberty hecause
action had been taken against Forward?

The Hon'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: The reason is ohvious,

Babu SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Does the Hon'ble Member think

that the reason that 15 o! vious to him would be equally obvious to the
House?

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is no question.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the Hon ble Member be
pleased to state whether the name Liberty is objectionable to him?

The Hon’bie Mr. A. N. MOBERLY:? I have no objection to what
a gentleman calls his puper

Babu BARODA PRASANNA PAIN: Can the Hon'ble Member
assure the House that no action would be taken against Liberty in
future?

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is no question.



204 QUESTIONS. {8ra Ave..

Rules with regard to pension on retirement at 55 years of ags te efficers
in Bengal Services.

48, Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble
Member in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state—

(1) what the present rules are with regard to pension on retire-
ment at 55 years of age, as applicable to officers in the
Bengal Services recruited between 25 and 30 years of age;
and

(1) whether the same rules apply to officers in the Bengal Educa-
tional Servics who have heen subsequently promoted to
that service fiom the subordinate service to which they
were recruited between 25 and 30 years of age?f

(b) If the answer to (a) (i1) ik in the negative, will the Hon’ble
Member be pleased to state whether the Government are considering
the desirability of making the rules uniform?

The Hon’ble Mr. M. C. MOALPIN: (o) (1) Part IV of the Civil

Service Regulations and particularly Articles 404 and 4044, C. 8. R.,
may be seen.

(11) No. Articles 404 and 404A, C. 8. R., are not applicable to
officers promoted from the subordinate service.

(b) Government are not considering the desirability of making the
rules uniform.

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: Is the Hon’ble Member
aware that there is nc difference in the nature of duties of the officers
under (a) (¢) and (a) (i%) of his reply?

The Hon'bie Mr., M, C. MCALPIN: I want notice of that question.

Water-hyacinth.

49. Mr, JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: (s) Will the Hon'ble
Member in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be
pleased to state whether the (Government are aware that the water-
hyacinth menace is increasing every day?

(b) Is the Hon'ble Member aware that after the recent flood ir
Silchar and Sylhet a huge quantity of water-hyacinth has drifted intc
the waterways of this province causing heavy damege and interruptior
to traffic?
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The Hen’ble Alhad] Sir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVI: (a) Gov-

ernment have no definite information. In some places an increase is
reported.

(b) No, but it is not impossible that some water-hyacinth came
down with the river in flood.

Proposed Water-hyacinth Bill by Mr. J. C. Cupta.

80. Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA CUPTA: (a) Will the Hon'ble
Member in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be
pleased to state whether the (Government have received copies of the
Water-hyacinth Bill drafted by Mr. J. C. Gupta, Mm.L.c.,, with a
request to obtain the sunction of the Governor-General under sub-
section (3) of section 80A of the Government of Ihdia Act and also
to publish the Bill under rule 47 of the Bengul Legislative Council
Rules?

(b) If so, have the Government taken any steps to obtain the
sanction ®

(¢) Do the Government intend to publish the Bill under rule
479

The Hon’ble Athadj 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVI: (1) Yes,
during the life-time of the lust Council.

(b) All action was abandoned with the dissolution of the (‘ouncil.

A fresh notice has since been received and necessary action will be
taken.

(¢) The question of publication does not arise until the sanction
of the Governor-(ieneral to the clauses of the Bill requiring such
sanction has been obtained.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: In connection with the answer
(b) will the Hon’ble Meruber be pleased to state what action was taken
after the dissolution of the Council? Will he also be pleased to state
what prevented the Department of Government to carry on their work
even after the dissolution of the Council?

The Hen'bis Athad] 8Sir ASBSDELKERIM OCGHMUINAVI: The
hon’ble member’s Bill died with the dissolution of the Council,

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member be
pleased to state whether *he Government began to consider the matter
because the Bill bas been introduced or otherwise Government did not
feel disposed to consider the matter?
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The Hon’bls Alhad] Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZINAVI? Since the

Bill was already there Government thought it necessary to consider the
Bill before taking any action.

Eradiction of water-hyacinth pest.

81. Brijut JOCENDRA NATH MOITRA: (a) Is the Hon'ble
Member in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department
aware of the damage done to crops by the growth and spread of water-
hyacinth pest in Lower Bengal?

(b) How long has the (uestion of the eradication of water-hyacinth
been before the (Fovernment?

(¢) Huve the (Bovernment inquired into the amount of loss done to
the crops every year by this pest?
(d) 1f the answer to (¢) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble
Member be plensed to state, approximately—
(1) the acreage affected; and
(i7) the amount of damage done to crops each yvear?

(¢) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what steps, if
any, the Government are proposing to tuke in the matter?

The Hon'hls Alhad} Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: (a) Yes.
(b) Since 1921,

{t) Yes, but no complete provincial estimate has been prepared.
(d) (i) and (i7) Do not arise.

(e) The member is referred to the answer given to a starred question
on the subject put by Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan at this meeting.

8rijut JOGENDRA NATH MOITRA: Will the Hon’ble Member
be pleased to state whether the Government are going to institute an
inquiry into the mstter veferred to in question (d)?

The Honw'ble Alhed] Sir ABDELKERIM CGHUZNAVI: I cannot

answer the question offiond. I must ask for notice.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CGUPTA!? 1< the Hon'ble Msmber aware
that the Government constituted in 1924 did carry on investigation
to ascertain the acreage and the amount of damage done when Mr. G.
8. Dutt was Secretary in charge of the Agricultural Department?

The Hen'ble Alhad) I‘r ABDELKERIM CHUINAVI: I am afraid

I cannot answer the quesiion offhand.
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Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: As¢ the Hon'ble Member constantly
refers to Mr. J. C. Gupta’s Bill, will he allow Mr. Gupta to answer
all the questions regarding this matter?

Mr. PRESIDENT: ). Roy, I do not expact you to waste the time
of the Council in this fashion.

Embankment along bil route canal in Faridpur.

52. Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: (o) Is the Hon'ble
Member in charge of the Irrigation Department aware—

(7) that the embankment along the Bil route canal in the Faridpur
district is damaged at several places;

(i) that as a result of these damag-s the lund on either side is
flooded during several months in the vear; and

(fif) that this flooding caus»s considerable damage to the crops
in that locality?

(5) What steps, if any, do the (Government propose to take to
repair the embankment¥

The Hon'ble Alhad] 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVH: (a) (1) The
embankment has been in<pected very recently. (Government are
advised that the embankment i+ in good order throughout.

(a) (1) and i) and «h) Do not arise,

Embankments Nos. 3, 5, 18 and 19 of Schedula to Embankment Aot.

53. Haji BAD! AHMED CHOWDHURY: With reference to the
reply given to starred question No. 79 at the meeting of the Bengal
Legislative Council held on the 16th March, 1929, will the Hon'ble
Member in charge of the Irrigation Department be pleased to state—

(f) the circumstances leading to the obstruction of the passage of
floods for which embankments Noa. 3, 5, 18 and 19 of
Schedule D to the Bengal Embankment Act, 1873 (Ben.
Act VI of 1513) (originally constructed by zamindars as
flood protective work), were abolished ;

(i7) the reasons for keeping in abeyance the work of the con-
struction of sn escape weir at Kushpota near (Ghatal;

(ti) whether the zamindars and patnidars had instituted any
proceedinge with the Collector for setting aside the order of
abandonment ;

(i) if 80, what was the result of these proceedings;

(v) the reasons for not consulting the Embankment Committee
before abandoring the said embankments; and

(vi) whether Goverament are now considering any remedial
measures to prevent flood in the areaf
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The Hen'ble Alhad] Sir ABDELKERIM GCHUINAVI: (i) The
embankments in question have been an obstruction to the disposal
of the floods ever since they were constructed.

(¥1) Because the abandonment of the Ghatal circuit embankment
has led to the reduction in flood levels in this locality.

(112} Yes. .

(1v) The appeals were dismissed.

(v) Because there were no specific (Government orders to do so. A
circular has, however, since been issued directing that Embankment
Committees should be consulted in all cases of abandonment of
Schedule ‘D’ embankments.

(vi) Yes. It is proposed to construct an escape at Harisinghpore
on the Selye and a sluice at Gopigange.

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bahadur: With
reference to answer (vi), will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state
when will the construction be taken in hand and how long will it
take to fimish¥

Tha Hon'ble Alhad] ABDELKERIM CHUINAVI: I cannot
answer it offhand.

Cumti flood.

54. Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA! () Will the Hon’ble
Member in charge of the Irrigation Department be pleased to state
whether it is a fact that Babu Akhil Chandra Datta moved a resolu-
tion in the Bengal Legislative Council on 23rd January, 1917, demand-
ing that immediate steps should be taken to protect from damage by
floods the areas of land on the two sides of the Gumti river in the
district of Tipperal

(b) Is it a fact that the Government—

(5) accepted Mr. Datta’s resclution;

(%) admittad that the embankments were an entire mistake and
were doing a lot of harm;

(i11) promised to sssume direct responsibility for the embank-
ments; and

(ir) promised to-give effect to Mr. Datta's suggestion of making
a catchment basin in the upper reaches of the river?

(c) Is it a fact that the Government have since taken charge of the

embankments and declared them public embankments?
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(d) Wi!l the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what action, if
any, has since been taken by the Government to redeem the promise
of making a catchment basin?

(¢) If no action has yet been taken, will the Hon'ble Member be
pleased to state the reason therefor?

(/) Have the Government taken any steps since assumption of direct
responsibility of the embankments to solve the problem of Gumti
floods ?

(g) U not, will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state whether
any preventive measures are now under contemplation or consideration
of Government?

The Hon’ble Alhad] 8ir ABDELKERIM GHUINAVI: (¢ Yes.

(b) (s) Yes.

(¢1) Yes.

(151) Government promised to enter into correspondence with
Tripura State with n view to assuming direct responsibility for the
embankments.

(¢v) No.

(c) Yes.

{d) Does not arise.

(¢) The question of constructing a flood regulating reservoir was
gone into, but there were difficulties in the way, such as the eventual
silting up of such a reservoir, the submergence of a large area of paddy
land and interference with navigation, which led (Government to drop
the proposal.

(f) The embankments have been kept in good order to withstand
ordinary floods and breaches have been less frequent than they were.

() Tt is intended to look into the question of the construction of
escapes to deal with extraordinary floods like that of the current yvear.

Cumti smbankments.

85. Basbu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Will the Hon'ble
Member in charge of the Irrigation Department be pleased to state—

() the total amount of tax -

(£) levied, and

(i) collected by the Guvernment from the people since the declara-
tion of the Gumti embapkments as public embankmenta;
and

() the total amount which has been actually apent for the upkeep
or improvement of these embankmentaf
14
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The Hon'ble Alhad} Sir ABDELKERIM CHUINAV{: () (i) The
total amount assessed is Ras. 1,60,613.
(10) Re. 1,20,640.
(h) Rs. 1,76,214.

River Boral,

88, Srijut JOCENDRA NATH MOITRA: (¢) Is the Hon'’ble
Member in charge of the Irrigation Department aware that about two
years ugo u joint report was submitted by the Directors of Agriculture
and Public Health in connection with the irrigation of the river Boral
in the districts of Rajshahi and Pabna?

(h) What steps, if any, does the Hon’ble Member propase to take
in the matter and in  view of the remarks made hy the aforesaid
Directors?

The Hon'ble Alhad) 8Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZINAVI: (¢ Yes.

(#) Preliminary investigations have been made aud the results will
now be considered with a view to drawing up a scheme {or the improve-
ment of the river, if possible,

Srijut JOCENDRA NATH MOITRA: Will the Hon'hle Member

be pleased to stnte when will the scheme be ready?

The Hon’bie Alhad) Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: T'he Superin-
tending EKngineer’s Report has only been received on the 6th July., It
is now under considerntion.

Babu SURENDRA MOHAN MOITRA: Will the Hun'hle Member
be pleased to state what he means by preliminary investigations in
answer to the question (b)?

The Hon'ble Alhad] 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUZINAVI: Gauge
reading taken with the level of the waler in different places,

Bshu SURENDRA MOMHAN MOITRA: When were these
preliminary investigations made?

The Hon'ble Athadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVI: | am afraid
1 cannot give the date offhand. 1 ask for notice.
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Sunthi river in Sarasat.

57. Maulvi MUHAMMAD SAADATULLAH: (a) It the Hon'ble
Member in charge of the Dirigation Department aware that the silted
up Sunthi river in the Barasat subdivision in the 24-Parganus district
remaine full of water-hyacinth and other kinds of noxious vegetation
leading to the spread of malaria in virulent form?

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble
Member be pleased to state what steps, if any, the Government pro-
pose to take to keep it in good and sanitary condition?

The Hen'ble Alhadj 8ir ABDELKERIM CHULINAVI: (@) Com-
plaints to this effect have been received.

() An application should be submitted to the Collector under
section % of the Agricultural and Nanitary Tmprovement Act (Aot
VI of 1920) by uny one desiring the improvement of thisx old river
bed.

Maulvi MUHAMMAD SAADATULLAH: Will the Hon'ble Member
be pleased to statc when the complaints were received and from whom?

The Hon'ble Alhad} 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVI: 1 would ask

for notice.

Maulvi MUHAMMAD SAADATULLAH: Will the Hon’ble Member

be pleased fn etate what step- have heen token to meet the complaints?

The Hon'hle Alhad) 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUZINAVIE: An estimate
amounting to Re. 10,18,000 hux heen received from the Superintending
Engineer, South. This ix a cuse which comes under Act VI of 1920,
That is the proper course. Government has already spent considerable
suim over Nori and Tchapur khals.

Maulvi MUHAMMAD SAADATULLAH: Will the Hon'ble Member
be pleased to state whether Government does not mean to do anything
in the interest of public health?

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is no question.

Dead rivers of Jessere.

58. Kavira) BIMALANANDA TARKATHIRTMA: Will the
Hon'ble Member in charge of the Irrigation Department be pleased
to lay on the table all the papers and schemes regarding re-excava-
tion or dredging of Bhairab, Kabadok and other silted rivers of
Jensore?
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The Hobie Alhad] Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: The papers

are very voluminous. (overnment do not consider that any useful
purpose will be served by placing so many papers on the table.
Information on specific points will be willingly supplied.

Mr. D. N. ROY: Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state
whether there is any scheme under consideration of (Government at
present regarding the re-xcavniion and the dredging of the Bhairab?

The Hon’ble Alhad) Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZINAVI: Yes.

Mr. D. N. ROY: How long has it been under the consideration of
(Government?

The Hon'ble Alhad] 8ir ABDELKERIM GHUZINAVI: I would ask

for notice,

Mr. D. N. ROY: Can the Hon'ble Member state what would be the

estimated cost ot that scheme?

The Hon'ble Alhad] 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVI: [ would ask

for tresh notice,

Motion for adjournment of the Business of the Council.

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I heg to ask leave ot the House
to move an adjournment of the husiness of this House jor the purpose
of discussing n matter of urgent public importance. Have I your
permixsion, Nir?

Mr, PRESIDENT: leave ha< heen asked hy Dr. Roy to move the
following motion - * That the business of the Council he adjourned
for the purpose af discussing the recent mill strikes near Calcutta, the
situation thus created, the disturbances and consequent loss of life that
- -have arisen in eonnection therewith.”

L ]
I there any objection of this motion?

The Hon'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: On a point of order, Sir. May
I ask whether His Excellency has raised any objection to thia?

Mr. PRESIDENT: This will of course be forwarded to His
Excellency. At present I am not in a pesition to give you the informa-
tion you ask for. I may tell you this much that my allowance of the
motion is subjent to the decision which His Excellency may arrive at.
As there is no objection in the House I fix to-morrow as the day and
b p.m. a< the hour for Dr. Roy to move his motion.
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Mr. &, CAMPBELL FORRESTER: Am I in order, Sir, if I raise
any objection at this stags?

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 cannot allow you to do so now. You had
your opportunity.

Mr. J. M. 8EN GUPTA: Sit. we do mot mind if Mr. Campbell
Forrester is given the right to object oven ut this stage because the
requisite number of 30 is present here.

Mr. PRESIDENT: | know vou are quite confident of success but
as Mr. Campbell Forrester did not seize hi« opportunity at the right
moment I cannot allow him to raice any objection ut this stuge.

Resolutions

(on matters of general public interest).

The debate on the resolution regarding compulsory physical training
and military drill in all ~chools and colleges was then resumed.

Mr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: In rising to ~upport the
resolution moved by my hon'ble friend, Babu Bejoy Krishna Bose, 1
think it would have heen of considershle help to us if we had an
apportunity of listening to the opinions of one of the members of the
Education Department on thix vital question. In particular, 8ir, 1
would have liked to hear the views of my hon'ble friend, the Director
of Public Instruction, Mr. Stapleton, whose passionate devotion to the
cause of physical education or towurds the University itself made him
declare only last vear, when he assumed charge of his present office,
that Bengal would not lose anything but gain much if the Calcutta
University were shut down for a number of vears and the Bengalix did
nothing but pursue a course of physical edueation. Such a remarkable
utteranve, which no doubt embodied a new type of educational idealism,
peculiar, I suppoge, to the Education Department of the Government
of Bengal. has fortunately or unfortunately not yet been followed in
practice. 1 have been reliably informed—I do not know how far the
information is accurate—that one of the reasons why the scheme has
been dropped is that some high official—perhaps more experienced than
Mr. Stapleton—had warned him that any pursuance of that scheme
might ultimately bring about the abolition of the post of the Director
of Public Instruction, if not of the post of the Primcipal of Presidency
College itself!
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Coming now to the resolution itself, I shall endeavour to scquaint
the House with the steps which have been taken hitherto by the
University of Calcutta in this matter and the attitude of Government
towards the proposals which were from time to time made by the
University. Sir, nearly 10 years ago, mainly through the efforts of
one of our distinguished countrymen, Sir Nilratan Sarkar, who was
then our Vice-Chancellor, u Students’ Welfare Commiitee was set up
in the University. With the help of a number of well-trained doctors,
the University has during these years carried most useful investiga-
tions into the conditions of health of our students. The report of this
committee, issued annually, discloses a most serious state of things
so fur as the health of a large number of our students is concerned.
My hon’ble friend, Babu Bejoy Krishna Bose, placed some of these
staggering details before the House in his speech of yesterday.

In 1924 when Sir Ewart (reaves was Vice-Chancellor of the
University, on my motion the Senate appointed a committee to
inquire into the question of imparting physical training and. if possible,
also military training to our students. Thix committee had on it
several distinguished educationists, including Mr. Stapleton himself,
and also a number of doctors, representing both the official and the non-
official pointa of view. We had on this committee men like Sir
Nilratan Sarkar, Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy, Col. Coppingger and last
though not the least Rai Bahadur Dr. Upendra Nath Bramhachari.
This committee inquired into the whole question and the two funda-
mental recommendations they placed before the Senate, which were
accepted by that body in 1925, were as follows: Some form of drill
or physical exercise, the committee thought, should be made part of
the school curriculum and the colleges should be asked to introduce
compulsory drill or games. The scheol anuthorities were alto called
upon to see to the proper nutrition of students in their charge. Sir,
I need not go into the details of the scheme which the committee sub-
mitted. That was their first recommendation. The second proposal
wan that for all students in rollages affiliated to the University and
for all students reading in the University classes, military training
should be made compulsory. 8ir, T will ask the House to pause here
for one moment and exactly realise the significance of this resolution.
That resolution, Sir, I feel, embodied a new spirit and a new ideal in
our educational aystem. The Senate of the University, as is well
known, is an official-ridden body: out of 100 members, 80 are nominated
by the head of the (Jovernment of Bengal. Even such a body in 1926
presided over by one of the most distinguished Judges of the Calcutts
High Court came to the conclusion that for all studentis in the colleges
and in the University clamds, military training should be made com-
pulsory. The Director of Public Instruction is a member of the Senate
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along with many other officials and in vain did I search through the
proceedings of the Senate of that date to find one word of protest from
any member belonging to that group.

Now, Sir, T have a very woeful tale to tell. This report was sent
to the Government of Bengal in 1925. For 14 months there was no
reply from the Bengal Secreiariat. It took 14 months for the reply
to reach College Square from Dalhousie Square. I ueed not pause to
inquire whether this deluy was due to the fault of the postal authorities
or it is merely another instance of the eflicient administration of the
Education Depurtment. But there it is. We received a reply after
14 months to the effect that (Government generally approved of the
scheme 40 far as physical training was concerned. But o far as
military training was concerned, Government was unable to give ita
approval. Fiven as regards physical training Government conveyed its
blessinga to the University hut added at the same time that an amount
of 4 lakhs of rupees which it calculated would be necessary for the
purpose of puving the saluries of trained physical instructors would
not possibly 1w forthcoming from the public revenues, That amount,
it was pointed out, had got to he raised by levying extra fees. 8o
far as military training was concerned, I wish, Sir, in the Govern-
ment letter no reasons had been at all given for its refusal to consider
the acheme. That would have been consistent with the policy which
the Hon'ble Members of Government from time to time adopt, that
is, for reasons of public policy grounds are not to be given in justifica-
tion of particular decisions. In this inatance the reasons given can
be classified under three principal heads. The first of course is the
inevitable plen of financial stringency. Even if the scheme is desir-
able, who ix 1o pay? Obviously Government cannot undertake to pay
for this purpuse, though it can for other less desiring caunes!
Secondly, our students are not physically fit for real military training
and Government proceeded 1o amplify this particular proposition and
said something of an astounding character which, I believe, will
stagger even the present Member of Q(overnment. UGovernment
doubted if murching and camping life in which caste rules could not
always be ohserved would st all he popular among students. How
mindful, Sir, (Government is of the rigidity of our caste rules!
Might I ask, Sir, on how many occasions have such difficulties arisen
in connection with the University Corpa® The last reason was that
there might be fierce opposition from many of the students. How
very careful, Sir, Government is about the fierceness of opposition
which may come from some interested quarters when schemes of
reform are mooted! When it is a question of placing reactionary
measures on the Statute Book, I do not think Government would
accept the same point of view and would adopt its policy in the light
of fierce opposition that may emanate from the public. Well, 8ir,
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these were the three reasuns which were put forward by Government
in expressing its inability to accept the scheme of the Senate. Thare
was no doubt a suggestion thrown out that the University Corps might
be developed, but so far as compulsory military training was concerned,
that was unacceptable to Government,

In the meantime, the opinions of schools and colleges were being
obtained by the University and Headmasters of schools were very
anxious that some definite atep should be taken by the University in
this matter, But they represented to the University and with perfect
justification that it was necessary that substantial help must be
fortheoming to enable the sachools to maintain a proper staff of physical
instructors. When the reply was received from Government, the
Senate referred it to another commitiee—this time presided over by
the then Vice-Chancellor, Sir Jadunath Sarkar, no doubt a highly
distinguished perwon in the eyes of Government. This committee
recommended that financial assistance must come from Government,
if not to the extent of four lakhs of rupees which were necessary for
the purpose of meeting the whole expenditure on salaries of physical
instructors, at any ratz t» a considsrable extent s0 as to relieve the
slender resources of the sachools. As regards military training, the
Senate of the University even in 1927 under the presidency of Sir
Jadunath Sarkar reiterated its previous resolution, It was no doubt
specified that for the time being the scheme of development of this
University Corps might be pursued but the Senate was of opinion that
(Gtovernment should proceed to frame a definite scheme for imparting
compulkory military truining to our students. These resolutions were
communicated to (Government in July, 1927, and to-day it is the 8th
of August 1929, 1 inquired of the Registrar of the University this
morning whether any reply had been roceived from Government vet
and the answer was, as wax expected, in the negative. This discloses
the measure of interest taken by Government in the matter.

The resolution at present hefore the House is practically on the
same lines adopted by the T"niver«ity. S8ir, this is a matter of national
importance and of national interest. It has been declared that we
cannot hope to advance unless we can turn out men capable of
shouldering the burdens of self-government and of defence properly.
1 might, Rir, adopt the language of the Shea Committee Report and
sy that education for the purpose of spreading wilitary training and
the inspiration of military service among the manhood of India should
commence in schools. The question is: What is the Government
going to do? Tf they do not wish to accept the resolution, let them
say so. But let this got be done on the ground of financial stringency
or on the unworthy plea that our young men are not strong encugh
to benefit from such a scheime or that they will be opposed to it. Let
(Jovernment say frankly and openly that they do not want to satisty
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the sspirations of the youths of Bengal in this direction. Let them
say that ke system of education which deprives the student: of the
necessarv qualities of courage, of resource, of initiative and of free
thinking ix the syetem which they desire to see perpetuated in this
country.

But, Sir, there is another alternative. The Hon'ble Member for
Education, laying aside hisz financial conscience for u moment, may
rise equal to the occazion. Will he declure that in this instance
(Hovernment ix prepared to prove its hona fide und sincerity in the
profession it so often mukes that it is trying to help India to take her
appropriate place among the civilised nations of the world¥ lLet him
declare, Sir, that Government is in agreement with the general
principle of the resolution and that it will take steps on the rvight lines.
We want a declaration of policy on thisx question which will introduce
a new era in the history of education in this province,

[At 4-30 p.m. the Council was adjourned and it reassembled at
6-16 p.m.]

Babu SURENDRA MOHAN MOITRA: Sir, I extend my cordial
«upport to the resolution moved by my friend Mr. Bejoy Krishna Bose,
It ix in the fitneas of things that an erstwhile cuptain of the Congress
Volunteers has moved this resolution, which is already overdue. I
would have liked it much if he had included in his resolution a recom-
mendation for compulsory  phyxical training for girls because their
health und physigue are ax much necessary for our natursl well-being
us those of the boyvs. Nuy, it i~ more important as without healthy
mothers o nation cannot be healthy.

However the resolution as it is, 18 a consumation to be devoutly
wished for. Sir, whenever we have made demands for our political
emancipation it has been constantly dinned into our ears that being
unfit to defend our countrv we are incapable of getting political
freedoms. We are told that if we hecome a free nation and if the
British troops leave the Indian shores, we shall be an easy prey to
foreign aggression. Having impoverished us by exploitation and thus
having weakened and emasculated us physically as we have hardly
any means to withstand the ravages of diseases like malaria, etc., and
having denied us any military training it does not lie in the mouth of
the Government to parade this weaknews of ours before the world
against our just right of self-government. If we are crying for
Swaraj our ery is also coupled with the desire to maintain the
Swaraj. It is for this reason that our party has tabled this resolution,
Our European friends on the other side of the House are always very
loud in their profession of wympathy with what they think to he our
just grievance. Now here is an acid test of their sincerity. Will they
join their voire with that of us in this matter® May we ask whether
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it is too much to sk for this training for our boys? I ssk a straight
question and I pause for a straight answer and no camouflage. Bir,
during the last Congress when a volunteer corpe was organised by our
beloved young leader Srijut Subhas Chandra Bose, the Anglo-Indisn
papers tried to cover the whole organisation along with Srijut Subhas
Chandra, the idol of young India, with ridicule. Batires and
innuendoes were requisitioned to phoofoo the organisation as if the
whole organisation was a farce, a mockery. If that were mockery here
is an invitation to them to help us in having something real.

1f, acrording to the Government, the primary duty is to maintain
law and order, is it not their duty as well to keep the people in good
health and physique? Mr. Hose gave vesterday appalling figurea of
the physical disabilities of our rising generation. May 1 ask, Sir,
whether it is not the paramount duty of the Government to remedy
this? Here is a solution offered by us. Will the Government accept
it or brush it aside with supreme indifference simply because it comes
from the Swarajists? Sir, I have no misgiving that the Government
reply will be either evusive or a total refusal because they will scent
danger—an attempt at a revolution—in this resolution, as it does not
come from the other side of the House, who are all defenders of the
constitution. HBut I warn the Government that if they will not pay
serious attention to this question and soon devise a means to remedy
this grievance of ours, the responsibility will be entirely theirs. Will
the Government reail the signs of the time in their proper perspective
or will they #it tight in the pride of their power oblivious of the things
that are happening all around. We are determined to win Swaraj
und we are equallv determined to shoulder the necessury responsibi-
lities for which purpose we are out to equip ourselves even without the
Government help, if they will not care to come by our side. Look
around with eyes open and you will find volunteer organisations are
vropping up everywhere. Our young men to-day are not what they
were a few vears back. Grim determination is written on their
foreheads. They are hent upon achieving the fulfilment of their hope
—the salvation of their country. They are thimsting for that training
which is given by other civilised nations of the world. Is there any
civilised nation which does not give phvsical and military training
to their boys? Why then should you withhold it from our hoys?
What is your justification? If you think that curs is a country,
which must be kept in subjection by force and you cannot impart any
training which will create force in us, you are then living in a fool's
paradise. If you refuze our demand to-day, to-morrow you will reap ite
fruita, It is no mere idle threat—it is a sound piece of advice whether -
you will heed it or nel. You are creating grievance after grievance.-
You are marching in mad career from one blunder to another, you are
pursuinig a relentless persecution, you are stopping st  nothing iw-
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repressing -astional aspirations and activities, your tactics are mean,
your actions unworthy of a civilised nation. You have weakened us
mentally as well as physically. Where there were a network of schools
throughout the province before the advent of the British rule number
ing about 80,000 there are vow hardly half of that number. Where
before the British rule people lived longer years, nowadays under the
benevolent despotist of England the average life here is much below
that. If these grievances are ventilated publicly it becomes sedition
and your prosecutor—what shall I say of him—a Public Prosecutor or
a hired lathial calls it a fashion—a profitable business—Ah, forsooth!
It is a fashion, too, but certainly not to him who suffers all the refined
punishments and indignities of a common felon in the jail but to him
who is getting fat fees at the cost of his countrymen and has acquired
the fashion of scoffing——the fashion of scoffing at the best meu. Why
not make sedition impossible? It is a preventible thing. Remedy
our grievances, concede our demands, trust us—allow us to grow to
the fullest height of our stature and sedition will no more be in this
land. Do not try to raise the bogey of cost before us in this connection.
Many a nation-building scheme is knocked on the head on that score.
We know you can spend and you will spend when you are determined,
when you are egged on by our pampered and spoilt child—the police
and are seized with a sid or else, how can we account for the lavish
expenditures over the mock trials you are now having to crush the
national spirits, But if vou fail in spite of our warnings in time,
Nemesis is bound to overtake you and will write the fateful words—
** Too late.” I, therefore, with all the emphasis at my command, urge
upon the Government the ncceptance of this resolution.

Dr. MOHINI MOHAN DAS spoke in Bengali in support of the
resolution of Babu Bejoy Kiishna Bose.

530 p.m.

Mr. E. C. ORMOND: Mr. President, Sir, I am not authorized to
speak authoritatively on behalf of the Kuropsan group to which 1|
belong. I am speaking for myself, and this T mimt make clear. But
there is one thing I can say confidently: I am sure that all the
members of my own group will agree with ms in my saying that there
can be no question of the sincerity of the European group in this
matter. We, Sir, are sincerely anxious for the improvement of bath
the social and physical conditions of the present and future geuerations
in Bengal. I mean, 8ir, that their physical improvement is but one
aspect of their social improvement in a larger seuse,—indeed, of any
social improvement at all,

With regard to physical trsining and the improvement of the
physical siandard of the people of this province, there can be no
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question, Sir, that all of us are in favour of any motion which will
tend to that end, and were this resolution, now under discussion, only
concerned with that, there would be no question whatever as to the
attitude of myself and of my friends on this side of the House. But,
Sir, the motion is peculiarly worded, if I may draw the attention of the.
House to it. Tt reads—

* Thix Couneil 1erommends to the (Jovernment the urgent necessity
of promulgating rulex and regulations for making compulsory in all
schools for boys to take lessons in physical training and military drill,
and in all colleges for students to receive military training.”

Now, Sir, to that I for myself would have no objection, and I would
give the strongest support to it, but when it comes to this that it is
made compulrory in all schools for boys to take lessons in military
drill, it introduces u foature which raises a different question altogether.
1 would venture to say that if a motion of this nature were brought in
in England at the present day, it would find very little favour among
my own English friends across the sea. (A voicm: British). I am
reminded that instead of the word “ English * T ought to have used
the word * British." But putting aside for the moment wuch trifling
corrections, so very kindly made, T do say that compulsory physical
trainiog i« one thing and compulsory military drill is another. If it
were a question of voluntary military drill, that, again, would be a
different thing, and, for my part, Sir, I would be in favour of any
such motion. I would be in favour of a motion which aimed at the
making of rulex and regulations, in order that in such schools and
colleges, us might desire it, voluntary military drill might be carried on,
and, which would wim at having o system in vogue which would allow
of such voluntary drill being carried on by those who wanted it.

Sir, if the mover of this motion were willing to alter the wording of
this motion very slightly, 1 should expect that he would get consider-
able support from this «ide of the House. The point I wish to make
out and emphasize is thut thiv suggestion of mine should not be taken
as in any way indicating any want of sincerity on the part of honeur-
able members on this ride of the House. If the motion could be so
slightly altered as to read to the effect that this Council recommends
to the QGovernment the urgent necessity of promulgating rules and
regulations providing for compulsory physical training and veluatary
military drill in all schools for boys and voluntary military training
for such students, as ure willing to receive such training, in all colleges
sbd 80 on, then I should he wholeheartedly in favour of this motion.

Sir, there is another point that occurs to me. If 1 were a Bengali
student who went asross the wen to England to continue my education
at Oxford or Cambridge. J should feel verv hurt—indeed, I ahould feel
that T had a grievance—if, on myv arrival at those ancient seats of
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learning, I was told that I must take up compulsory military training
and spend the best part of my time (which I had.hoped to apend in
extending my education in a particular direction), in an opposite
direction in which I had no mind to extend it.

Sir, there iz one other matter which I should like to mention. Fven
in England, at the present day, they have in almost all the schools
and colleges a system of voluntary military drill in the form of cadet
corps and such institutions. Even there, Sir, there is a certain body
of opinion which would suggest that at the present state of the world,
when there is all thix talk of disarmament among the nations, it is
hardly proper to talk of disarming nations and at the same time of
compulsorily drilling individuals. That is an aspect which wust be
considered by certain members of this House from an international
point of view,

Sir, all T desire to say is that, for my part, ] am wholeheartedly in
tavour of this motion in so far as it concerns physical training, and,
what is more, 1 would have wholeheartedly supported the entire
motion were it not for that word *compulsory,” used in connexion
with military drill and military training, which takes away from the
individual the rights, which I suggest, he ought to be left to enjoy,
»o that he may choose what kind of life he himself intends to live:
provided he 1s fit,

Babu SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Sir, I would not have taken part
in the debate had 1t not heen for the last speech of Mr. Ormond. He
has intervened in the debute with a practical suggestion, which, 1
think, is worthy of consideration at the hands of my esteemed friend,
the mover of this rexolution. Mr. Ormiond has made it clear, and he
has guarded his position by saying that he was not voicing the opinion
of such of his collesgues us ure on the other side of the Houwe, that
it is his personal opinion, and that very likely the members on hix side
would be agreeable to support him in that suggestion. [ would,
however, ask the mover of this resolution to seriously consider whether
he should not <« modify his motion as te bring it into line with the
suggestion thrown out by my esteemed friend, Mr. Ormond.

Sir, so far as military tretning is concerned, 1 am sorry 1 cannot
follow my friend, Mr. Ormond, in the last argument which he has
brought forward, namely, the argument about pacifism. Mr. Ormond
says that these are days of pacifism and that England and other
nations are retracing their steps so far as the question of armament
is concerned, and are trying to limit their armaments and their
military power. That is all very well for those nations which are
armed to the teeth, but so far as India is concerned, so far as Bengal
is concerned, if we talk of pacifism it would be a shield and cover
behind which cowards only would come forward to take shelter. First,
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let us have armament and then it will be time to talk of disarmament
Eingland can very well talk of disarmament from her high pedestal of
pacifism; but, so far as India is concerned, I am sorry to say thai
pacifism and disarmament are things which are worth only to be
uttered by cowards amongst ue. I would ask Mr. Ormond whethe:
he and his esteemed colleagues on the other side of the House would
like to put forward that plea, so far as members of their community
who are sojourning in this country, are concerned. Will they thinl
of sending forth a fiat—let not members of the British community
take to volunteering; let them not join the Auxiliary Force in such
large numbers a. they are hitherto doing® Will they carry on s
livelv and brisk campaign, so that no more members of their own
community might join the volunteer force, or the unofficial army
which i< at the beck und call of the powers that be, when the time
comes to utilise their servicea? Ta it not a thing of great glory amongsi
them to become a keen volunteer? Then why deny us the privilege—
the right,—of doing, the very fthings which they esteem so much irn
the case of their own community? 1 know my friend, Mr. Ormond
will turn round and say that volunteering is not compulsory training:
but when England has got to the stage of perfection in the matter of
military training, we want only to begin in that direction. Im this
matter a8 in many others, Tndia has to begin where England ends
(#ivs us the right, the opportunity

Mr. E. C. ORMOND: On a point of personal explanation, Sir. 1
did say that T, for myself, would be in favour of voluntary military
drill,

Babu SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: I will not take the time of the
House any longer. All that T wish to say is that the time has definitely
come for the (fovernment to declare in no uncertain terms that in the
interests of the larger destiny of the nation, in the interests of rearing
up a strong and virile race in thie country, it should come forward
and reudily accept the resolution which has been tabled by Mr. Bejoy
Krishna Bose,

1t was unly the other day that it was trotted out by Lord Birkenhead
from his place in the House of Lords, as Secretary of State for India,
that India was militarily unfit to shoulder the burden of responsible
Government. 8ir, you will pardon me if T say that it was a mean and
unworthy ruggestion to come from a British Secretary of State, from
a representative of that British Government, which has dominated
over us and kept us under its heels for over a century, has disarmed
an entire people, and has steadily refused to give them military train-
ing of any kind whatsoever. And for a representative of that
(lovernment to come forward and brand us as unfit from a military
point of view for full responsible Government, when that Government
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has depeived us of every opportunity fm military training, was, I
repeat, mean, cowardly and dishonourable Now that a member of a
- popular -party has cowme forward with a resolution of this charscter
-and is asking Government, as was done bv Dr. Moonje in the Indiau
Legislature, to introduck for our young men some sort of military
training, does it lie in the Government members to deny us this right,
and does it lie in their woutk to say that they are going to refuse it,
so that they can continue to put forward this plea that we are militarily
anfit, and therefore unfit for responsible (jovernment?

530 pan.

Uf this resolution is accepted by (overnment, uund if it ix given effect
to, T hope the old old argument that the Bengalis are not militarily
fit will not be trotted out again.  But if they are at all sincere in
their profession, if they mean what they say, if they want to entablish
a popular Government in the country—a Government that is self-
contained and self-reliant in every department of its activity—I think,
Sir, a day should not he lost hefore they accept this resolution and
before they give effect to it in a right and sincere spirit. Again 1
say, if the mover of the resolution thought fit te accept the suggestion
of Mr Ormond—and I think it is time that we make a beginning—1
hope Mr. MeAlpin will readily come forward not only to accept the
amendment of Mr. Ormond, but to give immediate effect 10 it. The
House in that case may unanimously pass the amendment, so that
the hands of Government may be strengthened in order to give effect
to it at once in every school and college in Bengal.

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: Sir, 1 had no mind to take purt
e {his discussion, but after hearing my friend Mr. Ormond on the
other side of the House, 1 cannot give my silent vote in the matter,
[ strongly repudiate the attitude taken up by my friend Mr. Ormond.
It is not ¢ question of disarmament, it is not a question of merely
developing the physique of the Indian students. It is a question of
the Indians being able to take a due share and responsibility in the
defence of their own country. Sir, the members of this House nmy
remember the great service which was done to this country by the
Skeen Committee by focussing public attention on the physical dis
ahilities of the Indian students. Sir, how is it that the Indians have
now lost the capacity of defending their own country which they
could vuccessfully do 150 year: ago? The Skeen Committee said that
the Government of the country by depriving the Indians of any share
"in the work of defence of their own country and by giving them no
opportunity in this respect, has brought sbout the present physical
deterioration amongst the Indians. They said that the Indians have
lost their physical qualities hy non-use. Sir, it was lord Macuulay
who pointed out that the educational policy of this country was i
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train up a class of men to be a recruiting field for meek, docile and
obedient subordinates to the mighty administrators of the country.
How different, Sir, is the education policy in England. It was pointed
out by the Skeen Committee—and these are the words of that Com-
mittee—that the educational policy of Fingland is adapted to the
production of efficient leaders of men. Sir, we have had many
professions from our Government. If those professions are real and
sincere, if they are bone fide. and if the (overnment really intend to
give the people of this country their due share in the protection and
defence of their country, the only alternative before them is to accept
this simple resolution. It is only a question of principle; financial
difficulties are no doubt there, but accept the principle first. The
financial difficulties will be solved in course of time. My friends on
the other side of the House should realise that the British people in
this country are like a drop in the ocean, and they cannot successfully
defend this country unaided by us. They must give up their prejudices,
their predilections, and look at it from a purely dispassionate point of
view, not merely for the purpose of protecting or defending the
Indians, but for defending themselves as well. l.et them say whether
without any actual preparation, the country, the military traditions
of which have been broken during the last 150 vears, will be in a
position to help the (fovernment in an emergency. Sir, T believe it is
known to Mr. Ormond that in almost all the British colonies from
Canada downwards military training is enforced in the case of
students, and T do not know why there should be any objection to that
heing done in this country. 1 sincerely believe that the original
resolution as moved by Mr. Bejoy Krishna Bose, and not in the
modified form suggested by Mr. Ormond, will be accepted by this
House.

Mr. E. C, ORMOND: Sir, | understand I would have been more
in order if 1 had myself moved an amendment, as I undemstand it is
not open to the mover to revise his resolution,

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is still open to you to do so.

Mr. E. C. ORMOND: I do not know, Sir, whether I will be in
order if I move an amendment to the resclution to the following effect :
That the resolution of Mr. Bejoy Krishna Bose do take the following
form, namely:—

“This Council recommends to the Government the urgent necessity
for compulsory phyaical training and voluntary military drill in all
schools and colleges.”

Mr. PRESIDENT: Under proviso to section 37, I have allowed
Mr. Ormond to move his amendment.
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The Hen'ble Mr. M. 0. MCALPIN: Sir, the difficulty is in drafting
an ameadment which will not commit Government to any large
expenditare.  That's the whole trouble ahout it. At the present
moment there are rules and regulations for compulsory physical
training of boys, and what is more, we have a special officer,
Mr. Buchanan, who bas just hrought out a report on the whole subject,
and after consideration of this report and his recommendations, we
hope to adopt measures of physical training for school boys which
will be very much better than in the past. Also we have promiced to
help the Calcutta Univérsity, when they are able to make some rules
making it compulsory for boys joining the University to have physical
training in the previous two years. So far as physical education is
concerned, we are doing everything we possibly can. The miiu
trouble is about the military training, and the two troubles there are,
firstly, mention of the word * compulsory,” which difficulty was sought
to be removed by Mr. Ormend who wanted to make it voluntary; and
the second iz one of finance.

1 thank Mr. Ormond for his intervention in the debate.

6 p.m.

My trouble is that T do not know what the financial commitment
of Government will be if they accept this amendment; otherwise I
shauld be happy to accept an amendment regarding voluntary military
training. If anyone can evolve an amendment on these linex which
will not commit Government to any new expenditure it will be acrepted.

Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: Sir, at the fug end of the debate
Mr. Urmond has come forward with a suggestion and as a matter of
fact has moved an amendment to my resolution. Even if I were
disposed to accept the amendment I find that (overnment is not
prepared to lend their support to it on the ground of financidl
stringency, My friend Mr. MacAlpin is the Member for Finance
here in this House and he could not give any assurance that if the
amendment were accepted he would help with the necessary money.
So, under the circumstances I find myself in a difficulty.

With regard to the question of militery training, 1 find that I am
in very good company because the resolution which T have tabled and
moved is not a resolution about which T alone feel strongly, but it in a
resoclution which finds favour with all the intelligent section of the
Bengali community. My friend Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee has
referred to a certain report of the Calcutta University. I have got
that report with me here and at paragraph 7 of that report it is stated
that “ pending the decision by the competent authorities of .the
question of compulsory military training for all University studests”

15
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(mark the words “ compulsory military training,” Sir) “ the University
are prepared to accept the suggestion made by Mr, Lindsay, namely,
the formation of an additional battalion, company and platoon” which
I referred to yesterday. This report is signed by Sir Jadunath Sarkar,
Sir Nilratan Sarkar, Prof. Heramba Chandra Moitra, Dr. Sir Deva
Prasad Sarbadhikari, Dr. Kedar Nath Das, Rai Dr. . N. Brahmachari
Bahadur, Rai Babadur Jnan Chandra Ghosh, Prof. J. R. Banerjea,
Mr. Biraj Mohon Mazumdar, the present Vice-Chancellor, Dr. Urquhart,
Srijut Roma Prosad Mookerjee, I)r. Pramathanath Nandi, and Mr. H.
K. Mookerjee. I find in the list of names that the present Vice-Chan-
cellor of Calcutta University and another past Vice-Chancellor, Sir
Nilratan Sarkar, were in favour of compulsory military training. My
resolution simply says that if the principle is accepted a scheme may be
drawn up. Two military gentlemen, two officers of Government, three
or four members of this Council and representatives of Dacca and
Calcutta Universities might sit together in that committee and consider
how far it is possible to give effect to this resolution; the financial
difficulties and objections of the military authorities and all other
things will be considered by that smnall committee which (Government
might appoint. I am not asking Government to commit itself to-day
and now to any amount of money for the purpose of carrving out this
resolution.  Sir, I made it clear in my speech yesterday that I
advocated the acceptance of my resolution only, leaving it to Govern.
ment to evolve a suitable scheme. If you do not accept the principle,
if you say that you will not give us military training, that is another
matter. There you and I differ. If you, however, say that you are
inclined to sympathetically consider this resolution, it may be cartied
and after that Government might hy notification or by resolution
appoint 8 committee for the purpose of considering how far this scheme
can be given effect to. If practical difficulties nare found and if
superhuman obstacles are thrown in the way of this acheme by tle
military authorities then the scheme might be scrapped altogether.
But, Sir, where is the difficulty of accepting the principle of this
resolution and leaving it to (Government to consider whether a cma-
mittee might met be appointed to draft a scheme and consider the
advisability of giving effect to it¥ It is not a proposition that I,
Bejoy Krishna Bose and my friend, Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee,
request you to accept, but it is a matter in which the best brains of
Bengal, namely, Sir Jadunath Sarkar, Prof. Heramba Chandra Moitrs,
Sir Nilratan Sarkar as well as the present Vice-Chancellor of Caleutta
University, are keenly interested and they are all in favour of some
sort of compulsory military trainiug.

It Government had seen their way to accept the amendment of
Mr. Ormond T might have possibly accepted it. But now that Govern.
ment are not willing to-do so, I hope my European friends will vote
with us in the same lotby and help us from dying by thousands.
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The smendment of M1. E. C. Ormond was then put and a division
taken with the following result:—

AYES.

Sasirugdin, Mauivi Mebammed.
Dain, Mr. @. R.

Porrester, Mr. J. Campbell.
Gesnka, Rai Bahasur Badridas.
Kasem, Baulvi Abul.

Nazimuddin, Mr. Khwaja.
Ormend, ®r. & C.

Rese, Mr. G, P,

Rey, Mr. Bijay Prasad Singh.
Ray, Mr. Sarat Kumar.

Laird, Wr. R. 8, Rushferth, Mr. P v,
Lambd, Wr. T. Sarkar, Sir Jadunath.
Leslis, Mr. M. Skinner, Mr. 8. A,
Magwire, Mr. L. T. Thompson, Mr. W. N
MeCluskie, Mr, & T. Travers, Mr. W, L.
Nag, Roverend B. A.
NOES.
Ahmed, Maulvi Shameuddin, Khan, Babu Dsbendra Lal.

Ali;, Maulvi Nassan.

Ali, Maulvi Sysd WNausher.

Bagshi, Babu R
Baksh, Maulvi Syed Majic.
Sanerjss, Babu Prometha Nalh.
Banerji, Mr. P.

Sarma, Rai S$ahib Panshanan.

Basy, Babu Santesh Kumar.
Bess, Badu Bejay Krishna.

Chakraburtty, Babu Jatindra Nath.

Chatterjee, Srijut Bijay Kumar.

Ohatterji, S8abu Amarencranath.

Ch i, Xhan Sahad Maulvi Alimuz-
maman.

Chaudhuri, Maulvi Ashrafuddin.

Choudhury, Maulvi Nural Abear.

Chewdhury, Naji Sadi Ahmed.

Chowdhury, Maulvi Abdul Shani.

Oas, Dr. Mabini Mehan.

Das Gupta, Dr. 4. M,

Dutt, Babu Saral Kumsr.

Farivliah, Mavivi Muban mad.

Canguli, Babu Pratul Chandra.

Ghoss, Babu Amarendra Nath.

Quha, Nr. P, N.

Qupta, Mr. Jogesh Chandrs.

Hakim, Maulvi Abdul.

Hashemy, Maulvi Sysd Jalsivadin.

Hegue, Kazi Emdasul.

L] in, Maulvi Muk: ]

Huq, Khan Sahidb Maulvi Baztui.

Hug, Wr. A. K. Paziusl.

Karim, Mauivi Abdut,

Khan, Maulvi Tamizuddin,

Law, Mr. Surendra Nath.

Marumdar, Mr. Birsndranath.

Maitra, Babu Surendra Mahan,

Maitrs, Srijut Jogondra Nath,

Meshoerjse, Mr. Syamapresac.

Mukerjsa, Srijut Taraknath,

Nag, Bsbu Suk Lal

Nasker, Babu Nem Chandra.

Rain, Babu Bareda Prroanna.

Pal Cheudhuri, Mr. Ranjit.

Rahosm, Mr. A.

Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. Abdur.

Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar.

Ray, Srijut Radha Qovinda.

Ray Chaudhuri, Babu Sanat Kumar.

Ray, Babu Manmathe Nath,

Ray, Dr. Bighan Chanéra.

Rey, Mr. D. W.

Ray, Mr. Kiran Sankar.

Ray, Mr. Sadhan Chandrs.

Rey Choudhuri, B8ebu Ham Chandra.

Ray Choudhurl, Rai Bahadur Satysnira
Nath. .

Sasdatuliah, Maulvi Mubammag.

Samad, Maulvi Abdus.

Sarker, Babu Natiniranjanm.

sSn Qupta, Mr. 4. M.

Singh, Srijut Ta) Sahadur,

Selaiman, Masivi Mukammad,

Subkrawardy, Mr. N. 8.

Tarkathirihe, Kavirsj Simaisnanda, Pundit

Bhushan.

The Aves being 21 and the Noes 65, the following motion hy wey
of amendment to the resolution of Babu Bejoy Krishna Bose was lost: —

“This Council recommends to the Government the urgent necemity
for compulsory physical training and voluntary military drill in- all

schools and colleges.”

e



o
6-16 p.m.

RESOLUTIONS.

[8tr Ave.,

The motion of Babu Bejoy Krishna Bose was then put and a divi-
sion taken with the following result:—

AYES.

Ahmed, Maulvi Shamsudgdin.

Ali, Maulvi Hassan.

Sagehi, Sabu Romes Chandra,

Sakeh, Maulvi Syed Majia.

Sanerjes, Babu Promotha Nath.

Baner)i, Mr. P.

Barma, Rai Sahib Panchanan,

Basu, Babu Santesh Kumar

Sose, Babu Bejoy Krishna.
Bess, Mr. Subhas Chandra.

ChaRraburtty, S8abu Jatindra Nath.

Chatterjse, Srijut Bijay Kumar.

Chattarji, Babu Amarsnoranath.

Chaudhuri, Khan Sahadur Maulvi Atimuz.
aman.

Chaudhuri, Maulvi Ashrafuddin,

Choudhury, Maulvi Nural Absar.
Chewdhury, Haji Badi Ahmed.

Chowdhury, Mauivi Abdul Qhani.
Das, Or. Mehini Mahan.

Das Qupta, Dr. 4. M.

Outt, Babu Saral Kumar,

Fezluliah, Naulvi Muhammad.

Qanguli, Babu Pratul Chandra.

Ghess, Babu Amarendra Nath.

Geenka, Rai Sahadur Badridas.
Quha, Mr. P. N.

Qupta, Mr. Jegesh Chandra.
Hakim, Maulvi Abdul.

Hashemy, Maulvi Byed Jaialuddin.
Hogue, Kazi Smeadul.

N in, Maulvi Mub

Hua, Khan Sahib Maulvi Baziul.

Hua, Mr. A, K. Pari-ul.

Xarim, Mauivi Abdul.

Khan, Babu Dshendra Lal.

Khan, Maulvi Tamizuddin.
Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman.
Law, Mr. Surendra Nath.
Mazumdar, Mr. Birsndranath.
MoCluskie, Mr. E. 7.

Meitra, Babu Surendra Mehan.
Maitra, Srijut Jogendra Nath.
Nookerjes, Mr. Syamaprosau
Mubkerjea, Srijut Taraknath,
Nag, 8abu Suk Lal.

Naskar, Babu Ham Chandra.
Pain, Babu Bareda Prisunna.

Pal Choudhuri, Mr. Ranjit.
Rahsem, Mr. A.
Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur-

Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar.

Ray, $rijut Ragha Gavinda.

Ray Chaudhuri, Babu Senat Kumar.

Roy, BSabu Manmatha Nath.

Roy, Dr. Bidhan Chandra.

Rey, Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh,

Rey, Mr. D. N.

Roy, Mr. Xiran Sankar.

FPey, Mr. Sadhan Chandia.

foy Choudhuri, Babu Hem Chandra.

Ray C i, Rai Satyendra

Nath.

Sandatuliah, Mauivi Muhammad.

Samad, Maulvi Abdus.

Sarhor, Babu Naliniranjan,

sen Qupta, Mr. J. M.

Singh, 8rijut Ta) Bahadut.

Solaiman, Maulvi Muhammad.

Tarkathirtha, Kavira) Sinalananda, Pundit
Shushan,

NOES.

Sasiruddin, Maulvi Mehammes.

Blair, Wr. . R,

Cassells, Wr. A,

Chaughuri, Khan BSahad.r Maulvi
Rahman.

Dain, Mr. G. R.

Dash, Nr. A, 9.

Easeen, Nir. Q. A,

Qhoph, Wr. W, C. .

Ghurmavi, the Hen'ble Afvad) Sir Abds)
arim.

Hatzur

. R W,
M. 0. W,
Negm, Wr. 0. P

Mephkyms, Mr. W, 8.

Hussain, Mamivi Latafat,
donkine, Dr. W, A,

Laird, Mr. R. 8.

Lambd, Mr. T.

Lootie, Mr. M.

Maguire, Wr. L. T.

MeAlpin, the Hea'Die Mr. M 0.
Mitter, the Hea'hie Sir Provash Chunder.
Meberty, the MNea'Sis NMr. A. N.
Nazimudsin, Mr. Khwaja
Ormend, We. & C.

Ress, Mr. C. P.

Pushferth, Br. F v,



1929.) - RESOLUTIONS, 29

sarkar, Sir Jadunath, Thampesn, Mr. W. H.
Siunner, Mo 8. A. Travers, Mr. W. L,
Stapiston, Bv. N. E. Twynam, Mr. N, 4,

Tate, Major Gensval Coclrey.

The Ayes being G8 and the Noes 33, the following motion was
carried :—

“ This Council recommends to the Government the urgent necessity
of promulgating rules and regulations for making compulsory in sll
schonls for hoys to take lessons in physical training and military dnill,
and 1n all colleges for students to receive military training.”

The following motion was, in the absence of the movers, deémgd“lb
be withdrawn:— s

“ Maulvi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY and Mr. JOCESH
CHANDRA CUPTA: This Council recommends to the Government
that the present grant for maintaining the Sanskrit psndits and
students at Nawadwip he diverted towards starting a regular residential
San<krit (ol under a managing commitiee.”

Appointed Chairman of the Distriot Board of Bankura.

8rijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: Mr. President, Sir, I beg
to move the resolution that stands in my name, rz., * This Council
recommends to the Government that it should immediately remove the
appointed Chairman of the District Board of Bankura and restore to
the people the right of electing their own Chairman.”

Sir, it is an elementary richt of the people that I am claiming, it
is the ordinary privilege granted by Statute to the people of a district
to elect their own Chairman of the District Board. And I further
claim that unless the (Government can make out a definite case,
supported by facts and figures, unless it can bring out positive proof in
support of its case. unless it can satisfy the people of Bengal, it must
immediately restore to the people of Bankura the right of electing
their own Chairman of the District Board. Before I proceed further,
1 want to give a true history of the controversy between the District
Board of Bankura and the bureaucracy. Ever since the right of
electing their Chairman had been granted to the people of Bankurs,
the work of the District Board was being carried on with efficiency and
ability, of which any district can be proud of. The first elected Chair-
man of the District Board, Rai Bamacharan Ray Bahadur, carried on
the administration of the District Board with ability and efficiency that
brought forth the admiration of all the people concerned. Advmmoed
age and serious illness prevented Rai Bamacharan Ray Bahadur ffom
standing as 8 candidate for the same, and his noble footsteps were
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followed by Srijut Manindra Bhusan Sinba, who was unanimously
elected Chairman by all the elected members of the Board, after the
retirement of the Rai Bahadur. The self-sacrifice, the fearlessness,
the power of administration, the honesty of purpose of Srijut Manindra
Bhusan Sinha brought forth admiration from all quarters. The
Universal opinion was that whether in the matter of sanitation, public
health, water-supply, education, physical culture, the district of
Bankura was going ahead, and I should specially mention the intro-
duction of the treatment of leprosy and the opening of numerous leprosy
centres for free treatment of poor lepers and the establishment of &
school for imparting training in physical culture, which were among
the many benevolent and useful things done by the newly constituted
Board, The unstinted admiration, the immense popularity, the
sincere gratitude of the people of Bankura towards the District Board,
controlled and managed by the Congress party, was too much for the
local Government officers led by that notorious public servant—Babu
Anadi Ranjan Bose of Charmanair fame—who was all along trying to
get up a conspiracy against the members of the District Board. And
it was not difficult for the local officers to find out a point for picking
up a quarrel with the District Board and the establishment of Union
Boards within the district of Bankura was made a point at issue. The
people of Bankura have never been enamoured of the usefulness and
utility of the Union Bonrds and they tried to express their disapproba-
tion before the loeal (Guvernment officials tried to establish Union
Boards within the district. The then Chairman of the District Board,
Rai Bamacharan Ray Bahadur, who enjoyed the confidence of both the
people of the district and (Government, guve his considered opinion as
Chairman of the District Board that the establishment of the Union
Boards in the district of Bankura would never be popular: and my
information is that successive District Magistrates and Collectors of
Bankura gave their definite opinion that it would not be possible to
establish Union Boards in the district of Bankura. But the Govern-
ment was obdurate. It sent Mr. Hart as Collector, with a definite
purpose of establishing Union Boards in the district. This gentleman
is now dead and ordinary courtesy and politeness require that I should
not say anything against him now, as regards his ability and
intelliix:-nce. But I can say this without transgressing the sense of
decency and decorum that this old man tried his best to induce the
peoplewof Bankura to accept Union Boards, and he addressed numerous
open public meetings for this purpose. Buf. unfortunately, at the
said public meetings he met with open opposition from the people who
would not accept Union Boards. His worthy lieutenant, the now
notorious Anadi Ranjan Bose, of Charmaniar fame, whose zeal to
plense his masters ‘induced him to transgress the 'limits of honesty,
truth, justive and fairness, by dishonest methods tried to iorce‘Umon
Boards upon the unwilling people of Bankura. And I am quoting the
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authority of no less a person than Mr. Justice Digamber Chatterjee,
who was for many years one of His Majesty’s Judges of the Honourable
High Court, and is now residing in the village Maliara within the
district of Bankura, who personslly told me how public documents
were tampered with, faive reports were written by the Subdivisional
Officer and Circle Officer, in their inordinate real to establish Union
Boards. And I have got with me ample evidence to prove before any
court of law the dishonesty of the local officers.

In this state of affairs the election of Tocal Boards took place. The
election took place on the issue of Union Boards and the electors gave
a mandate to the newly elected members of the Local Boards to oppose
the establishment of Union Boards in the district,

In the District Conference held at Vishnupur, in which representa-
tives of the district were present, it was unanimously decided to oppose
the establishment of Union Boards in the district. Protest meetinga
were held throughout the district.  So the elected members of the
District Board had no other alternative than to oppose the establish-
ment of Union Boards, The District Board and Local Boards, which
were consulted by the District Magistrate, opposed the establishment
of Union Boards very strangly. But unfortunately these protests and
opinions were pushed aside with contempt and the bureaucratic zd
in enforcing the Village Self-Government Act prevailed. The resource-
ful local officials gave up all open activities and proceeded to work in
the dark with the aid of coercion, harassment, intimidation and
deception.  False petitions demanding Union Boards were manufac-
tured, as few men of their choice were seized, and mock elections were
held. Thus the Union Boards were wrongfully thrust into existence.
The District Board demanded an open inquiry. They approached the
Hon'ble Mr. Ghugznavi (now Sir), the then Minister in charge of Local
Self-Government Depurtment, through a deputation headed by the
Chairman for redress, Evervthing proved unavailing, till at last they
felt compelled to allot a nominal sum of Re 1 only in the annual budget
estimates for 192829 under the head *Grant to Union Boards” to
mark their protest against Executive wrong-doing. Then the Govern.
ment took the more revengeful step aguinst the Board by withholding
payment of the Augmentation grant for 1928.29 on the alleged offence
of the latter's refusing to discharge statutory obligations towards Union
Boards. The injustice of this course is open to everybody. But
even assuming, but not admitting, for argument's sake that the then
members of the District Board failed in their duty laid by the Statute,
the (Government was certainly not justified in depriving the people of
the benefit of the grant from Provincial Revenues for an act of remiss-
neas on the part of the District Board. The Government did not care
to send a reply to the Diatrict Board letter on this matter. At :this
stage the term of the previous Board came to an end and the present
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Board was reconstituted, which, however, has sanctioned a suitable
grant for Union Boards for the current year 1929-30. Now the
pertinent question arises why should the crime—if it was at all a
crime—of the defunct Board visit the present one and why should
Srijut Manindra Bhusan Sinha be sacrificed for an act of the preceed-
ing Board? Obviously the motive of Government is to destroy the
Congress influence in the Board.

It was in December, 1928, that Srijut Manindra Bhusan Sinha was

unanimously elected Chairman of the District Board by all the elected
membeys,

Four or five months passed away and nothing was heard from the
Government as regards ‘he confirmation of the election till the bagin-
ning of June, 1929, wien the Divisional Commissioner made an un-
official inquiry from the said Mr. Sinha whether he would resign Chair-
manship in view of (fovernment’s decision disapproving of his
election. He wrote a spirited reply saying that he was incapable of
doing s0 as it would be tantamount to relinquishing a trust held by him
from hisx brothes members on the Board. Thereaftar the executive fiat
was Issued rejecting the Roard's choice withdrawing its right to elect its
own Chairman and appointing Babu Nagendra Nuth (ihose, a nominated
member of the District board, as its Chairman. One or two words can
be satd of this Nugen Babu, He does not belong to the district of
Bankura. Hle is u foreigner. He came from Jessore to practise in
Bankura. By his flattery and unscrupulousness he has become a
favourite nf the (Government

Mr. PREBIDENT: Order, order, I think you should withdraw the
word ** unscrupulousness.”

Srijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: Very well, Sir.  And he
aspires to he the (jovernment Pleader and Public Prosecutor after the
retirement of that venerable lawyer, Rai Basanta Kumar Neogy
Bahadur. Nagendra Babu is & henchman of the (Yovernment, and
during the last District Board election he failed to xecure an election
to the District Board, Nagendra Babu was suddenly nominated a
member of the District Board and then, just before the Bengal Council
election, was nominated Chairman of the District Roard.

Now the position is that Babu Nagendra Nath Ghose, the nominated
Chairman, has no following. He is supported by only 7 nominated
members, while the 16 elected members of the District Board are
against him. Finding his position insecure he has tendered his resig-
nation—at least that is his statement before the members of the Board.
But up till now no orders have been passed by the Government. Bo
tha work of the District Board has come to a standstill. There is no
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way out of this impasse. I have put several questions to the Hon'ble
Member in charge of the Local Self-Government Department and you,
Sir, have allowed these questions. But up till now no answer has been
given. Although there were several questions regarding the District
Board, the Hon'ble Member in charge of this Department has attempted
to give a vague answer to one question, but has withheld information
on matters which he thinks, I presume, inconvenient. May I ask the
Hon'ble Member—is it just, is it proper, is it honest to avoid these
important questions in this way® And even if he has attempted not
to answer my questions I ask these questions here from the floor of
this House.

MEMBER in charge of LOCAL SELF-COVERNMENT DEPART-
MENT (the Hon'ble 8ir Provash Chunder Mitter): O =
point of personal explanation, Sir. May 1 point out that we had to
make certain references to the local officers, and that 1s the renson for
the delay in giving answers to his questions.

Srijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: I ask—will the Hon'ble
Member be pleased to state the reason why (overnment did not confirm
the cleation of Srijut Manindra Bhusan Sinha, who was elected Chair-
man of the Bankura District Board by an overwhelming majority?
Is the @(overnment aware that Srijut Manindra Bhusan Sinha
discharged his duties as Chairman of the Bankura Distriet Board for
three years with conspicuous ability, and if so, what are the reasons
for removing him® 1 pause for a reply. I ask—will the Hon'ble
Member he pleased to state why is it that Government did not ask the
Bankura District Board to elect another (‘hairman? What were the
reasons for depriving the people of Bankura of the right to elect u
Chairman of their own choice? I pause for an answer. I further
ask—will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state when Babu Nagendra
Nath Ghose tendered his resignation as Chairman of the District Board
and how long is it likely to take (Government to pass orders in the
matter of nccepting the resignation® I ask—is the Government aware
that considernble discontent prevails among the people of Bankura over
the appointment of a nominated Chairman?® And T ask—what
immediate steps does the Government think of taking to allay the
prevailing feeling of discontent in Bankura? 1 pause for an answer.
One word more and I have done.

It is to be regretted, when the whole of India is pulsating for self-
determination, when the united India is demanding their birth-right,
their power to control all departments of administration, to guide their
own destiny, the Government of Bengal will not even concede to the
poople the right of electing their own Chairman. If 8rijut Manindra
Bhusan Sinha is objectionable, if he has done any wrong for which



234 RESOLUTIONS. [8tr Ave.,

our benevolent Government may not see its way to confirm his election,
why is it that the Government should not ask the members to elect any
other person as their Chairman? Why is it that the Government
would attempt to nominate a Chairman of their own choice? And
even when the said Chairman finds his position so bad, when he finds
that he has no following and he tenders his resignation, the Govern-
ment will not accept the said resigmation. If it is the intention of
the Government to supersede Bankura District Board, why does not it
say so openly? I presume that 8ir P. C. Mitter, kT., c.1.E., Member in
charge of Tocal Self-(fovernment Department, was connected with the
Indian National Congress for ahout 25 years. The other day he stated
it openly in the court of the Presidency Magistrate, Calcutta, in the
case of Kmperor versus Ramananda Chatterjee. May I ask the valiant
knight what personal consideration induced him to take away the rights
of the people and to yield to the whims of the officials? Why does
he not appoint a non-official committee to inquire whether the people
of Bankura want U"nion Boards?

My resolution is & reasonable one. It is very moderate and just. I,
therefore. hope that all the different parties of this House will
unanimously support me. To-day Bankura i< affected—to-morrow the
sword may fall on Howrah—next day on Mymensingh. @ it is
high time that it should be stopped.

With these words, Sir, I move the resolution.

Babu SANAT KUMAR RAY CHAUDHURI: Sir, the story that
we haove just heard is infamous and borders on the scandalous. I do
not know whether the resolution of the Government of India of 1918 is
n dead-letter with our Government officials and heads of departments.
In that resolution we have been told that the declared policy of Govern-
ment would be to allow the District Boards and municipalities to elect
their own Chairmen and that experiments would be made in more than
one municipality first and then it would be made universal, and certain
District Boards were singled out for the experiment. Thereafter
experiments were carried out in other local hodies, and I understand
from my friend Bahn fnjay Kumar Chatterjee that an experiment
was conducted with success in the Bankura District Board.  That
resolution goes on to say that this is a new experiment and therefore
the people will undoubtedly make mistakes, but Government were of
opnion that the people should learn by making mistakes. Now, why
is this punishment to be inflicted on the District Board of Bankura to
be deprived of their right to elect their own Chairman?  Another
resolution of the Rengal Government should be issued sayving that in
future we are going in more and more for appointing nominated Chair-
men as we used to do i the haleyon days of old. If this be the
declared policy of Government one can understand it.
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645 p.m.

There is another thing which strikes me and that is that the prestige
of any official is higher than the well-being of the public whose
accredited representatives have been entrusted with the onerous and
responsible duty of managing the affairs of the District Boards, This
is hardly = compliment to a statutory body. Is the office of the Chair
man of a District Board such an unimportant one that we can leave it
vacant or in suspense for any length of time® These are the questions
which must be answered by the Head of the Local Self-Government
Department before he can take any action. And as I understand he
is a nationalist at heart; if he ix sincere in his desire he must see that
self-government advances in great strides. T think there can be no
two opinions about this and the resolution should at once be accepted.

Adjournment.

Mr, PRESIDENT: The Council has now got to be adjourned for 15
minutes for prayers. Having regard to the nature of the business
before the House. I think it i» useless to reassemble after prayers
only for quarter of an hour; so the Council stands adjourned till 3 p.m,,
on Friday, the 9th August, 1929, at the Town Hall, Calcutta.
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Proceedings of the Rengal Legisiative Council -~~-~—% - under

the provisions of the Covernment of India Aot.

Tue Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall,
Calcutta, on Friday, the 9th August, 1929, at 3 p.m.

Present:

Mr. President (the Han’ble anﬂ.MANMATHA Narn Ray CaavpHURY,
of Santosh) in the Chaii, the four Hon’ble Members of the Executive
Council, and 117 nominated and elected members.

Starred Questions

(to which oral answers were given).
All-india Medical Council Bill,

*44. Dr, KUMUD SANKAR RAY: (a) Will the Hon'ble Member

in charge of the [ocul Self-Government (Medical) Department be
pleased to state—-

(1) whether a recert conference was held at Simla regarding the
intsoduction »{ an All-India Medical Council Bill; and

(i) whether representatives of the Government of Bengal attended
the conferenc: Y

(5) Will the Ilon'ble Member be pleased to state whether non-
official opinions were invited from Bengal on the proposed Bill?

(¢) Is the Hon’ble Member aware of the opposition to the All-
India Medical Registration Bill by the independent medical profession
in Bengal and by the All-India Medical Association?

{(d) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state what attitude was
taken by the Government of Bengal at the conference?

MEMBBR in oherge of LOCAL SELF-COVERNMENY
(REBERVED MEDICAL) DEPARTMENT (the Howbie Mr. A. N.
Meberly)! (a) (i) A conference was held to consider whether the crea-
tion of All-India Medical Council was acceptable in principle.

() Yes.
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(b) No.. A draft Bill was received, but it was of a confidential
character and no opinion was invited except from the Council of
Medical Registration and State Medical Faculty.

(c) No. They have made no inquiries.

(d) Government are not prepared to disclose what took place at
a conference held by the Government of India.

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: With reference to answer (b) will
the Hon’bla Member be pleased to state what was the reason for not
consulting the Calcutta University?

The Hon'ble Mr. A, N. MOBERLY: I have already said that the
Bill was of a confidential character and it was desired that diseus-
sions pertaining to it should be conducted confidentially.

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: Will the Hon'ble Member be
pleased to state whetker it was a fact that the Bill sought to introduce
cortain checks on the examinations conducted by the Caleutta
University ?

The Hon'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: 1 have nothing to add to my

answer,

Dr. KUMUD S8ANKAR RAY: Did the Government of DBengal
agres to meet the salar and establishment charges of an officer
appointed by the Government of India for the control of medical
examinations—Commissi- ner for Medical Examinations for the whole
of India®

The Horble Mr, A. N, MOBERLY: 1 am not prepared to disclose

matters which are under correspondence with the Government of India.

.

Location of the Kumarkhali Registration office in Nadia.

*45. Mr. RANJIT PAL CHOUDHURI: (a) Will the Hon'ble
Member in charge of the Education (Registration) Department be
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Kumarkhali Registration
office in Nadia is located in a small rented house?

(b) Is it a fact that the said office is situated in an objectionable
quarter in the baszar?

(¢) Is it a fact that there is no arrangement for shelter to the general
registering public from rain or sun?

(d) TIs it a fact that there is no latrine arrangement ?
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(e) 1f the answers to (c) and (d) are in the affirmative, what steps,
if any, do the Government propose to take to redress the grievances of
both males and females having business at the registration office?

(f) What is the monthly average number of registrations in the said
office?

(g) Is it a fact that the public grievances were brought to the notice
of the Inspector-General of Registration by petition signed by three to
four hundred sufferers on the 16th January, 1929, by a registered letter?

(h) If the answer to (g) is in the affirmative, what steps, if any,
have been taken by the Inspector-General in the matter?

(*) Has the Inspector-General informed the first signatory to the
petition of his decision?

MEMBER in oharge of EDUCATION (RECISTRATION)
DEPARTMENT (the Hon'hle Alhad] 8ir Abdelkerim Chuznavi):
(@) Yes. In a rented house

(b) No.

(¢) No.

() No.

(¢) Does not arise.

(f) 3b8.

(9) No.

(h) and (i) Do not arise.

the latrine arrangements in the Registration office at Kumarkhali are
quite adequate for males and females¥

Maulvi SHAMSUDDIN ABMED: Does the Government think that
The Hon'ble Athad] Sir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVI: That is a

matter of opinion.

Mr. RANJIT PAL CHOUDHURI: Do the Government think
that latrine arrengements are not necessary in Registration offices?

The Hon'bls Alhad] 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVI: This again
is a matter of opinion.

Mauivi SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Does not the Government think
it necessary as a part of its duty to provide latrine arrangements at
Kumarkhali?

The Hon'bie Alhet} 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVI: I may tell
the member that there is a municipal latrina within 2 minutes’ walk
of the Sub-Registry office; further, the public attending the office use
the Sub-Registrar’s private latrine.
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Posting of an Assistant Sessions Judge to Malda.

*48. Babu ROMES CHANDRA BACCHI: (2) Will the Hon'ble
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state
whether the Government are aware that more than twenty sessions cases
are pending for trial at Malda and that the accused persons are being
detained in jail for a considerable period?

(b) Is the Hon'ble Member aware that the amount of judicial work,
both civil and criminal, at present at Maldn is very great?

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of posting an
Assistant Sessions Judge there, permancntly, in the interest of publie
Jjustice?

(d) Is it a fact that the Government and the High Court have
sanctioned the posting of one Assistant Sessions Judge at Malda for
one year?

(e) If so, why hus no effect as yet been given to the said order?P

(H Is it a fact that five Subordinate Judges have recently been
invested with the powers of Assistant Sessions Judge?

(7) Are the Government considering the desirability of immediate-
ly posting one of these officers at Malda ?

MEMBER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the
Hon'ble Mr. A. N. Moberly): (a) Fifteen cuses were pending at the
end of June, 1929, of which two have since been disposed of. Thirty-
four persous were in ju.l. Govermmnent huve no exact information as
to the period, but it is nrobable that in some cases it is considerable,

(h) A statement is laid on the table.

(c) No.

() The appointment of an Additional Sub-Judge with the powers
of an Assistant Sessions Judge for Malda was originally sanctioned
by Government for one year from 14th May, 1928, exclusive of the civil
court vacation. The term of the appointment of the Additional Sub-
Judge was subsequently extended for u further period of one year
from the 16th June, 1929, minrus the civil court vacation.

(¢) The order was given efect to, but subsequently it was found
that the number of sessions cases at Rajshahi was greater than that
at Malda, and therefore, at the suggestion of the District Judge, an
exchauge was effected between the Sub-Judge of Rajshehi and the
Assistant Sessions Judge of Malda after the last Easter holidays.

() 8ix officers were so vested.

(9) No; but the question of posting an Assistant Sessions Judge to
Malda after the civil court vacation will be considered.
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Statement referred to in the reply to clanse (b) of starred question
XNo. 46 showing the state of the files of the courts at Malda (civil
and criminal) at the close of the 2nd quarter of 1929,

Civil. Criminal.
Miscella-
Original | neous Execution | Reguiar | Mbseols- % i
ta. Judieia) cases. appeals. appeals. g 3
Courts. chses. §'§ “ |8
Bl | ElE | _BVE. | BlE.|_E| . lzgl383
i £§ | 3% £d | 33| £d |35
A S S HE R
AR &% |ER |8~ [&2 8> &R 1851 & bl b
Additionn]  Rub-
ordinate Judge
at Malda® .. 282 143 20 . 88 2 148 65 16 . 13t 2
Munalf, st
Court, Malda 1,760 20 56 .. 04
Nunsit, 2nd
Court, Malda 2,080 31 50t .. 82 1
Munalf of Nawah-
gan} ..o [ 1509 22 37 . 501
Total .. |b6.027 220 172 B l,USl 3 148 85 MI o 15 2

* Qovernment sanctioned the creation of the post of a temporary Subordinate Judge with the powers
of an Asalstant Resstona Judge for Malda for one year from 14th May, 1925, plus one year from 16th June,
1029, munug civil court vacation.

t Of these two cases have slnce been disposed of,

Babu ROMES CHANDRA BAGCHI: Will the Hon'ble Member he
pleased to state, with reference to nnswer (), why the District Judge
instead of himself remaining at Rajshahi, where the file of Sessions

cases was heavier, went to Malda keeping the Assistant Sessions Judge
at Rajshahi?

The Hon'bhle Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: There are certain cases which
the Sessions Judge can try, but which the Assistant Sessions Judge
has no power to try. An Assistant Sessions Judge at Malda cannot
diapose of all the Sessions cases.

Babu SURENDRA MOHAN MOITRA: Is the Hon’ble Member
aware that immediately after the exchange between the Subordinate
Judge of Rajshahi and the Assistant Sessions Judge at Malda, the
District Judge of Rajsbahi went to Malda and has been remaining
there since?® )

The Howbie Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: No.
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Babu DURENORA MOMAN MOITRA: Is the Hon’ble Member
aware that on account of the Sessions Judge at Rajshahi remaining
at Malda, criminal appeals have not been heard for the last three
months and the appellants sentenced to 6 months’ imprisonment have
not been given judgment up till now? 1Is it a fact that the criminal
work at Malda is suffering heavily inasmuch as judgments are not
delivered in time. and #s a matter of fact in one case the judgment
of an appeal heard 3 months ago has not heen delivered up till pow?

The Hon'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Government have no infor

mation,

Closing of oourts for Jumma prayer.

*47. Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN BUSUFJ: (o) Will the
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to
state—

(/) whether as a matter of practice or rule the subordinate courts
of criminal jusisdiction are closed from 12-30 to 2 p.m. on
Fridays to epsble the Moslem employees, lawyers and
litigants to say their Jumma prayer; and

(1) whether this practice or rule obtains in the subordinate courts
of civil jurisdiction?

(b) If the answer to {(a) (i} is in the negative, is the Hon'ble
Member aware that the non-closing of the civil ecourts for Jumma
praver on Fridays causes a great deal of hardship and inconvenience
to the Moslem employees, lawyers and litigants and interferes with
their freedom to say Jumma prayer?

(¢) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether there
exist any circulars or notifications of Government applicable to sub-
ordinate courts of both criminal and civil jurisdiction and to all
Government offices directing them to suspend works for a sufficient
period of time on Fridays to enable the Moslem employees, lawyers
and litigants to say their Jymma prayer?

(d) If the answer to (¢) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble
Member be pleased to lay on the table a copy of each of the said
circulars or notifications?

(¢) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that in some of the courts in
mufassal the said circulars or notifications are not strictly given effect
to?

(f) Are the Government considering the desivability of issuing
orders for the observance of the orders?

18
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(9) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Membe:
be pleased to state whether the Government are considering the
desirability of issuing a circular to all courts, both civil and criminal
jurisdiction, and to all Government offices, making it obligatory upon
them to suspend all works till 2 p.m. or at least from 12-30 to 2 p.m.
on Fridays to enable the Moslem employees, lawyers and litigants
to say their Jumma prayer?

The Hon'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: (a) () The circular printed
below may be seen. In some places little advantage is taken of the
rule.

(i) No.

(b) No.

(o) Different orders regarding facilities for Jumma prayer are in
force regarding civil courts, criminal and revenue courts and offices.

(d) A copy of the following circulars is laid on the table:—

(7) Letter Nos. 8288-83127J., dated the 21st December, 1923.
(¢t) Letter Nos. 786-90 A.D., dated the 16th May, 1925.

(e) No.

(/) No.
(9) No.

Circular referred to in the reply to clavse (d) of starred question

No. 47.

Nos. 786-90 A.D., dated Darje:ling, the 16th May, 1925.
From --The Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal,
To—All Commissioners of Divisions.

I am directed to refer to this department letter Nos. 2266-70 A.,
dated the 17th January, 1924, on the subject of facilities to Muham-
madans of all classes, having dealings with the courts, for attending
Jumma prayer on Fridays. It has since been represented to Govern-
ment that the orders already passed in the matter do not for various
reasons achieve the object aimed at, and it has been suggested that
all works in the mufassal courts should be stopped between 12-30 and
2 p.m. on Fridays.

2. The Governor in Council after careful consideration has
accepted the proposal, and direct that on Fridays the criminal and
revenue courts in your division shall adjourn from 12-30 p.m. to 2
p.m. Work will not be suspended in the offices but Muhammadan
employees of Government should, if they so desire, be permitted to
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abeent themselves during the time that the courts are closed and
other Muhammadans having business at the offices should not be called:
upon to attend during that time. Subject to your control distriot
ofticers may vary or extend the time during which the sittings of the
courts are suspended, where this course is necessary owing to special
local circumstances, such as the distance of the courts from the
mosque, and Government desire that full effect should be given to
their policy that all Muhammadans employed or having business in
the courts and public offices should be given every possible facility
for attendance at Jumma prayers.

3. These orders, which supersede all previous orders on the subject,
should be communicated to all district and subdivisional officers in
vour division.

Circular referred to in the reply to clause (d) of starred question
No. 47.

Nos. 8288-8312 J., dated Calcutta, the 21st December, 1923.

From--The Officiating Secretary to the Government of Bengul,
Judicial Department,

To—All District Judges; the Chief Judge, Small Causes Court,
Calcutta; the Chief Presidency Magistrate, Calcutia;
the Superintendent and Legal Remembrancer, Bengal;
and the Administrator-Gieneral and Official Trustee,
Bengal.

I am directed to refer to the Appointment Depurtmemnt circular
letter Nos. 3186-3211 A., dated the 2Ist April, 1921 (to the endorse
ment Nos. 1423-26 J., dated the 30th Apnl, 1921), regarding the
grant of leave on Fridays to Muhammadan employees of (overnment
to say their Jumma prayers. It has been brought to the notice of
Government by an interpellation in the Legislative Council that liti-
gunts and other persons of the Mubammadan faith feel difficulty in
attending mosques to say their Jumma prayers, as the instructions
issued in the matter do not include them. Although inquiries made
by Government in this behalf have brought to light no specific
instance of hardship it is clear from the genersl trend of the reports
received that it is desirable to issue definite instructions to emsure the
enjoyment of similar facilities by all persons of the Muhammadan
faith who have business with the courts.

2. The Governor in Council accordingly directs that the instruc-
tions contained in the circular letter referred to above should be
extended to Muhammadans of all classes having dealings with the
courts (e.g., emplovees, litigants, witnesses, pleaders and mukhtears).
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An absence from duty for one hour and a half on Fridays, normally
between 12-30 and 2 p.m., should be permitted to them without the
necessity for application for permiusion; and where special circum-
stances indicate the necessity, as where the congregatiomal mosque
is at a distance from the court, the time should be extended by the
Jocal officers, who should use their discretion in so adjusting the
arrangements as to give full effect to the intention of Government
that the Muhammadans employed in or having business in the courts
may have complete freedom for the performance of Jumma prayers.

Decrsase in population of Jeasere,

*48. Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: (a) Is the Hon'ble Member
in charge of the Local Self-Government Department aware that
during the last twenty-five years or more the population of Jessore
has decreased by about 150,000 on account of the extremely malarious
condition of the district?

(b) Has there been any decrease in the population of Jessore hetween
the years 1900 and 19297

(c) I so0, to what extent?

MEMBER in charge of LOCAL SELF-COVERNMENT DEPART-
MENT (the Hon’ble 8ir Provash Chunder Mitter): (a), (1), and ()
The census reports show a decrease in the population of Jessore district
from 1,791,856 to 1,700,924 between the years 1901 and 1921. Returns
of births and deaths from 1921 to 1928 show a further excess of
deaths of 58309 during that period. There appears to be no doubt
that malaria is a factor contributing to these figures.

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased
to state what steps are being taken to combat malaria in the district
of Jeasore?

The Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I must ask
for notice of that.

Babu NALINIRANJAN SARKER: Was the attention of the
Hon’ble Member drawn to these figures before the question had been
put?

The Hor'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Not exactly to
these figures, but to the prevalence of malaria in the district.

Dr. KUMUD BANKAR RAY: Was there any inquiry made to
remedy the evil?
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The Her'bls Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: There were
various inquiries, and the papers are so voluminous that I cannot give
you any details without notice.

Mr. D. N. ROY: What are the other causes of the decrease in the
population? ’

The MHon'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I want uotice
of this.

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Will the Hon’ble Member be
pleased to tell us whether it is not a fact that in order to combat
malaria the Bhairab Dininage Scheme was taken up by (lovernment?

The Hon'’ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: The Bhairab
Drainage Scheme was discussed at that time, but I am not aware
whether it was taken up.

Mauivi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Is the Hon'ble Member aware
that the late Maharaja of Nadin gave a distinct undertaking in this
House that this scheme would be taken up in a very short time?

The Hon'bie 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I am not

personally aware of that.

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Will the Hon'ble Member inform
me personally whether 1t is not a fact that 1 gave notice of a neries
of questions about the Bhairab Drainage Scheme?

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is no question.

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: If the Hon'ble Member was aware
of that fact hefore this <uestion wanx tabl»d, why has he not given a
more detailed reply?

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is no supplementary question; it is more
or less an argument.

Mauivi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Will the Hon'ble Member be
pleased to state when thix Bhairab Drainage Schemez will be tuken up?

The Hen’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I caunot say,
it is not in my department.
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Maulvl SYED MAJID BAKSH: I want a definite reply as to when
Government is going to set apart a substantial sum in order to take
up this important project?

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon'ble Member has already said that he

is not concerned with this scheme.

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Whoever might be concerned, I

want an answer.
Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order.

3-16 p.m.
Holding of Court of Sessions at Malda.

*49. Babu ROMES CHANDRA BAGCHI: (o) Will the Hon'ble
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state what
is the usual period and interval during and after which the present
District Judge of Rajshahi and Malda is to hold Court of Sessions at
Malda P

(b) Does he get any allowance in addition to his salary when he
stays at Malda for judicial duties?

(¢) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble
Member be pleased to state—

(/) the amount of such allowance;
(i) the amount of such allowance drawn by the said District
Judge: and

(it1) the periods for which such allowance has been drawn?

i) Is it a fact that the High Court recently sanctioned a Subordi-
nate Judge with the powers of an Assistant Sessions Judge for Malda
for one year for doing civil judicial work and also for clearing heavy
arrears of Seasions rases pending at Malda?

(e) In it a fact that the said District Judge has been keeping the
officer at Rajshahi while he is hiniself remaining at Malda for trying
Sessions cases theref

() 1{ the answer to (¢) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble
Member be pleased to state what steps the (Fovernment proposes to
take to prevent such actions of the District Judge of Rajshshi and
Malda?

The Hen'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: (a) There is no fixed period
or interval for holding sessions at Malda. Aceording to the provi-
sions of Rule 46, Chapter I, Volume I of the Court’s General Rules
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and Ciroular Orders, Criminal, the Sessions Judges are required to
fix the namber of sessious to be held during a year and to report the
arrangement to the High Court for approval. The dates so fixed for
the commencement of Sessions at Malda during the years 1928 and
1929 are as shown below:—

1928—January 3rd, February lst, March 5th, June 4th, September
_ 3rd and December 3rd.
1929—January 28th, February 4th, April 2nd, June 3rd and
September 14th.

() Yes.

(¢) (1) Ra. 7-8 per diem,

(i) and (ii)—

12th December 1928 to 19th Decembar 1928—8 days-: Rs. 60.
21st January 1929 to 23rd January 19290—3 days=Ras. 228,
24th January 1929 t4 8th February 1929—16 days+~Ras. 120,

The above is for the year 1928-29; no information is available for
1929-30, as the accounts have not yet been audited.

(d) and (e) The apprintment of an Additional Sub-Judge with the
powers of an Assistant Sessions Judge for Malda was originally sanc-
tioned by (Government for one yvear from 14th May, 1928, exclusive of
the civil court vacation. The term of the appointment of the Addi-
tional Sub-Judge was subsequently extanded for a further period of
one yvear from the 1€th Jane, 1929, minus the civil court vacation.

It was found that the number of Sessions cases at Rajshahi was
greater than that at Mulda and therefore at the suggestion of the
Distriet Judge an exchange was effected between the Sub-Judge of
Rajshahi and Assistant Ressions Judge of Malda after the last Easter
holidays.

(f) In view of what has heen statad above, this does not arise.

Babu SURENDRA MOHAN MOITRA: Will the Hon’ble Member
ba pleased to make an ivquiry whether after this exchange the amount
of criminal works at Rojshahi has increased or decreased?

The How'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: That is a request for action.

Mr. PRESIDENT: No doubt that, in this Council, a member i
not generally allowed to press for action by a question. But, if I
am to give my considervte opinion in the matter, I must say that it
may very well be one of the objacts of a question.
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The Howbie Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: If the member will ask a
question next session on the subject, I will have it examined.

Rarnings of the Compoesitors of the Bengal Covernment Press.

*50. Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: (2) Will the Hon’ble
Member in charge of ‘he Finance Department be pleased to state
whether it is a fact that in the Bengal Government Press the earnings
of the compositors are gradually decreasing while thosa of the salaried
hands are gradually incieasing?

(b) If the reply to (o) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Member
be pleased to state the reasons thereof?

(¢) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to lay on the table a

statement showing, year by year, for the last six vears, the earnings
of—

(1) any five compositors of section 2;
(t1) any five compositors of section 3;
(##1) any five section holders;

(iv) any five readers:

(v) any five copy-holders; and

(vi) any five clerks,

noting the name of each employee?

MEMBER in charge of F+NANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble
Mr. M. C. MoAlpin): (2} No.

(b) Does not arise.
(c) A statement is laid on the library table.

Unstarred Questions
(answers te which wers laid on the table).

Prosecutions for sedition,

$8. Mr, JOGESH CHANDRA CUPTA: (¢) Will the Hon'ble Mem-
ber in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state—

(f) how many prosecutions for sedition have heen sanctioned dur-
ing the lust six montha aguinst newspapers and public
speakers ;

(1) how many prosecutions for sedition were sanctioned during
the six montis preceding the last six months; and

(##1) how many cases are awaiting sanction of the Local Govern.
ment P
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(b) What policy and procedure does the Governor in Council follow
in granting the sanction for such prosecutions?

(¢) Has there been recently any change in the pOllLV and procedure
regarding prosecution for sedition?

MEMBER in oharge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (thw
Hon'ble Mr. A. N. Moberly): (a) (1) 15.

(&) 8.

(i) 1.

{b) The policy and procedure of Government is to sanction prosecu-
tions for seditious speeches and writings in such of the cases which
are brought to their notice as uppear to them to be most harmful, if
they are satisfied that the evidence is sufficient.

(¢) No.

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the Hon'ble Member
enlighten this House with referenve to answer (h) as to who are the
persons who bring the cuses to the notice of th: (Fovernment in the
first instance?

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: The cases are brought to the
notice of Government in various ways. Sometimes (Jovernment see
reports in the Press, sometimes they get them from the Rengali
Translator, und sometirmes from the local officers.

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Does any Member of the

(1overnor in Council, in whose name the sanction is given, examine the
offending passages?

The Hon'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: The sanction is given in the
name of the (Governor in Council,

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: In nccording sunction to these
caseas, does any Men:ber of the (Governor in Council go through the
passages for which sanetion is sought for?

The Hon’ble Mr. A, N. MOBERLY: The cases are considered by
the Governor in Council and the Governor in Council sanctions the
prosecution and takes full responsibility.

Mr. JOCEBH CHAMDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member be
pleased to state in what way the (overnor in Council consider, by
going through the article complained of, or by relying upon the
reports of the police officers?
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The Howble Mr. A, N. MOBERLY: The QGovernor in Council
takes such steps to satisfy himself as seem good to him.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member be
pleased to enlighten the House as to what are the steps that the
Governor in Council take to satisfy themselves that the offending
speech or article falls within the law?

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: 1 have nothing to add.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Is the Hon'ble Member
aware that the Chief Seccretary to the Government of Bengal has
deposed in connection with a certain sanction that he did not go through
the offending speeches?

The Hon'ble Mr, A. N. MOBERLY: I am not responsible for the
statement made by Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal.

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: Is it not a fact that no Member
of the (overnment ever cares to go through the speeches, before
sanction is given?

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: It is not a fact.

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: With reference to answer (a)
(111), will the Hon’ble Member kindly state against whom the prose-
cution is bhsing contemplated?

The Hon'bie Mr, A. N. MOBERLY: I must ask for notice.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Is the Hon'ble Member
aware that sanction has been granted by Government with regard to
works of fiction?

The Mon’ble Mr. A, N. MOBERLY: The form of the sadition
does not affect the question of the liability of the author.

Mr. D. N, ROY: Wlo judges whether a particular matter is sedi-
tious or not?

Mr. PRESIDENT: A similar question has already been answered

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA! Is it the policy of Govern-
ment to take action agrinst oriticisms asking for a change in the present
systsm of Government?
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The Hen'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I have nothing to add to my
answer.,

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOBE: With reference to answer (o),
will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state if the present policy of
Government is going to continue as it is till the end of the year?

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble Membar has already refused to
answer any more questions about the policy of Government.

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: If you will kindly look at
answer (c), you will find that the Hon'bls Member has already made
a statement with regard to the policy of the Government. I want to
know whether Government intend continuing the present policy till
the end of the year.

The Honw'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: As far as I am aware no
change in policy is contemplated.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the Hon ble Member be
pleased to state how he understands that without any change of policy
these prosecutions have increased so much?

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Because the hubit of sedi-
tious writing and speaking has increased so much.

Canalisation scheme of the Doiaikhal, Dacoca.

60. Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Will the Hon'ble Member
in charge of the Irrigution Department be plensed to state when the
canalisation scheme of the Dolaikhal within the limits of the Dacca
Municipality originated?

(h) Is the Hon'ble Member aware that the scheme is for a sub-
stantial improvement of the Dacea city?

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the afirmative, will the Hon'ble
Member be pleased to state why the matter is being put off from year
to year?

() What is the present position of the scheme?

(¢) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state whether there is
any likelihood of money being provided for the scheme in the next
year’s budget?

() If the anawer to (e) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble Member
be pleased to state when the Government proposes to take up the
scheme P
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MEMBER in oharge of IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT (the
How'ble Alhad) Sir Abdeikerim Ghuzmavi): (o) 1919.

(b) Yes.

(c) The scheme is one of some magnitude involving the dismantling,
remodelling and construction of bridges and the construction of locks
and sluices. The estimates have been under revision, and designs have
now been prepared for the three bridges which will be dismantled.

(d) The revised project was received in April last and is now under
scrutiny.

(¢) and (f) There is no likelihood of money being provided for the
scheme in the next year's budget. It is not possible to say when the
scheme will be taken up, as it has not yet been administratively
approved.

Comilia Victoria Cotlege,

81. Maulvi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: (a) Has the
attention of the Hon'ble Member in charge of the Education Depart-
ment heen drawn to—

(i) the Minutes ¢f the Syndicate, dated the 5th July, 1929, that
there should he twu elective representatives of the Teaching
staff on the Guverning Body of the Comilla Victoria College;
and

(1) the raply given hy Hon’ble Mr. A. Marr in the Bengal |egus-
lative Council on the 20th March, 1929, to unatarred quastion
No. €6?

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble
Member be pleased to state what atep, if any, the Government propose
to take in the matter?

MEMBER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the
Hon’bie Mr. M. C. McAlpin): («) (/) Yes.

(it) Yes.
(b) None at the present stage.

Cumti embankments.

62. Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: (o} Will the 1llon’ble
Member in charge of the Irrigation Departinent be pleased to state
whether it is a faet that the construction of escapes in the Gumti
embankments has been under the consideration of Government since
18849
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(b) Ts it a fact that the schemes for escapes and storage iecervoirs
were under its consideration in 1917?

(c) Have the Government come to any final decision regarding
these two schemes?

(d) 1Is it a fact that according to expert opinion it is powible to
control the Gumti floods and that the evils arising from the Gumti
embankments are not irremediable?

(e} Will the Hon’ble Member be plessed to make a full statement
about its policy with regard to the Gumti floods and Gumti embank-
ments?

The Horw'ble Alhad) 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVI: (a) Yes.
(b) Yes,

(r) Yes; it was decided not to proceed with these achemes,

(d) Opinions are divided on this point.

(e) In view of the grave difficulties—engineering, financial and
administrative—in the way of the measures suggested, such as the
abandonment of the right embankment, the construction of storuge
reservoirs and the provision of escapes, the policy of (Fovernment has
been to maintain these embankments as efficiently as possible us they
have proved an efficient means of control in vears of ordinary flood
water. To meet extraordinary floods, such as occurred this year, the
question of constructing escapes will be further examined.

Steamer ¢ Hatiya.”

63. Maulvi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: (a) Is the Hon’ble
Member in charge of the Marine Department uware that there is a
steamer named /latiya under the management of the River Steam
Navigation Company, Limited, plyving between Barisal and Chittagong?

(b) I it a fact that it has no arrangement or cabins for any first,
second, and intermediate class passengers on it?

(c) Is it n fact that it has no waterproof roof on it to protect the
passengers from rains, except a piece of canvas?

(@) Are the Government considering the desirability of drawing the
attention of the steamer company to these matters?

MEMBER in oharge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bis
Mr. M. C. McAlpin): (a} Yes.

(b) The Hatiya has no first or second class accommodation, but
intermediate class passengers are provided with screen berths when
required. The vessel cannot be provided with cabins on the upper deck,
as the Ship Surveyor will not permit such additions.
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(c) The Hatiya has double awnings of canvas. A wooden roof is
not permitted on this vessel by the Surveyor.

(d) Does not arise.

Prisoners with political motives.

64. Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon’ble Member
in charge of the Political (Jails) Department be pleased to state—

() the number of prisoners undergoing imprisonment for political
offences;

(i) whether any of them have been transferred to jails outside
Bengal; .

(¥7) the number of political prisoners confined in the jails outside
Bengal, their names, and the jails in which they are con-
fined ;

(iv) the provinces in which Bengal political prisoners are at present
confined ;

(v) whether political prisoners are grouped in batches, or whether
they are confined one in each jail;

(v?) whether political prisoners are confined in separate cells or
are grouped together in association wards; and

(vit) whether the Government are considering the desirability of
having a separate jail for the political prisoners?

MEMBER in oharge of POLITICAL (JAILS) DEPARTMENT
(the Hon'’ble 8ir Provash Chunder Mitter): (1) The term ‘‘ political
offenca '’ is not defined in any law, but there ure 21 persons who are
believed to have had political motives in committing breaches of the
Explosives and Armn Act and the offences of murder, robbery, and
sedition for which they were convicted.

(1) Yes.

(s4) 7. It is not in the public interest to publish their names and
places of confinement.

(fv) Bombay, Burma, the United Provinces, and the Punjab.

(v) In Bengal with one exception there is more than one individual
of this class in every jail in which they are confined.

(ri) Except for one specinl class prisoner, they are together in
association wards.

(vis) No.

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: With reference io answer (v),
will the Hon'ble Membher be pleased to state if the prisoners are
confined in batches of two in each jail?
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The Hew'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I must ask for
notice.

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Will the Hon'bla Member be plensed
to state the reason for hir reply to question ()P

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: The reason is
that it is & fact.

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: My question was that I wanted to
know the reason for transfer of the prisoners to jails outside Bengal.

The Hon’ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: If you want
to know that, I must ask for notice.

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: How long are they going to be
confined in jails outside Bengal?

The Hon'hie 8ir FROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I must ask for
notice of this too.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Has the Hon'ble Member any
information as to whetker the jails outside Hengal where the prisoners
have besn transferred are more comfortable or less comfortable than
the Bengal jails?

The Hon'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I have no in-
formation.

Crand Trunk Canal project.

85. Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon’ble Member
in charge of the Irrigation Department be pleased to state whether it is

proposed—
(/) to introduce legislation during the course of the year in con-
nection with the Grand Trunk Canal project; and

(#) to ask for any grants during the course of the year in connection
with the said project?

The Hen'ble Alhad] Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: (¢) No.

() No further grunt above that already sanctioned in the curvent
year's budget for maintenance of works already undertaken will be
asked for. '
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Babu MALINIRANJAN BARKER: Will the Hon’ble Member be
pleased to state the nature of the works undertaken as referred to in

answer (i7)?

The Hon'bls Alhadf Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZINAVI! I must ask

for notice.

Babu NALINIRANJAN SARKER: Are these for the maintenance
of dredgers only?

The Hon'ble Alhad] Rir ABDELKERIM GHUINAVI: Not so far
as I am aware,

Babu NALINIRANJAN SARKER: How long will this mainten-

ance work continue?f

The Hon'hbie Alhad) Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZINAVI: Until o

final decision s arrived ut on the whole subject.

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: Is the project under consi-

deration?

The Hon’ble Alhad] Sir ABDELKERIM GCHUINAVI: Not at
present, but it will be soon.

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: Under whose consideration
will it he soon?

The Hon’ble Alhad] 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVI: Govern-
ment is prepared, when the time comes, to take the public into its
confidence.

Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: Is it not a fact that the scheme
has already been given up eo far as the Bengal Government is con-
cerned ?

The Hon'bie Alhad] 8ir ABDELXERIM CHUINAVI: Govern-
ment has an open mind in the matter.

Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: Why was the last Committee
dissolved P

The Hon'bie Alhsd] 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVI: T am
afraid I cannot tell you that; it was before my time. If definite in-
formation is wanted, I must ask fo: nofice.
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Mr. SURHAS GHANDRA BOSE8: Will the Hon'ble Member be

pleased to state whether the expenditure is being incurred onmly for
maintznance of works, and not for construction?

The Hewble Athad] bir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVIS The answer
is in the affirmative.

Mr. D. N. ROY: Why is this maintenance work necessary?

The Hor’ble Alhad] Sir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVI: The ex-

penditure is unavoidubdd on account of the work already done.

Babu NALINIRANJAN SARKER: What is the work already
begun?

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: What is the nature of the
work already done?®

Mr. PRESIDENYT: Order. order. I am afraid it will be impos-
sible for me to carry ov if all the members rise at once and begin to
put questions to the Hon’ble Member. I shall be the last person to
allow that.

3-30 p.m.
Babu NALINIRANJAN SARKER: \What is the nature of the

work which is being mo‘ntained?

The Hon'bie Athad] Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: | would ask

for notice.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Do I understand the Hon’ble
Member to say that this has passed the stage of project and that there
is some actual work which requires maintenance?

The Hon'ble Alhad) 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: The answer

to that question is in the negative.

Babu NALINIRANJAN SARKER: Will the Hon'ble Member be
pleased to state that exvepting acquisition of land and the buying of
dredgers no other work has been done?

The Hen’ble Alhadj 8ir ABDELKERIMN CGHUZINAVI: The answer
to that is in the afirmative.

17
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Sabu SANTOSH XUMAR BASU: Is the Hon’bla Member aware
that a meeting of the Standing Waterways Committee is going to be
convened for the purpose of reopening the question.

The Hon'ble Alhad] Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZINAVI: Yes,
shortly.

Babu SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Is it the intention of the
Government to continue the maintenance of these works even before
the Waterways Commiitee have met and.decided whether it is neces-
sary or not?

The Hon'ble Alhad] 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVI: The
hon’ble member will find that I have already answered that question,
I shall also add that the Standing Waterways Committee is going to
meet very soon.

Babu SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Can the Hon'ble Member give
any information to thisx House as to the approximate date for the
meeting of this Committes when it is going to be convened?

The Hon'’ble Alhed) 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVI: Yes, the
dates are the 24th and 25th of this month.

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: In his reply to question
No. (/) by the expressivn ‘** maintenance of works >’ does the Hon’ble
Member mean maintenatice of the dredgers?

Mr. PRESIDENT: That question has already been answered.

Babu SANTOSH KUMAR BABU: For how many years has this

maintenance of works been continuing?

The How'ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVI: Ever since
the project was made

Babu SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon'ble Member be
pleased to enlighten the House es to the date when this project was
brought.

The Hon'bie Alhadi Sir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVIZ I regret

1 am unabls to say anything as I was not in Government at that time.

Babu SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Does the Hon’ble Member
beligve in the continuity of his office or does he answar only for him-
self?
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Mr, PRESIDENT: ] do not allow that question.

Babu SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon'ble Member be
pleased to state why it was necessary to continue the maintenance of
works after the project was dropped?

The Hen'ble Alhad] Sir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVI: All these

unavoidable expenses wcre in connection with the work already dome.

Mr. P. N. CUHA! Has any representative of the Government of
India been invited to at‘end the Standing Waterways Committee?
T

The Hon’ble Alhad} Sir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVI: Yes, he is
Mr. Harns.

Mr, P. N. GUHA: Will the Hon'ble Member he pleased to state
if the Government of Beugal after abandoning the project has now re-
opened the whole questiun at the instance of Mr. Harris?

The Hon'ble Alhadj 8Sir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVI: The
question will be re-opened when the Committee, of which Mr. Sublas
Chandra Bos> is already a member, moet,

Mr. D. N. ROY: Aft the project has ahieady been dropped, what
was the nscewity of this Waterwuyy Committee?

The Hon'ble Alhad] Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZINAVI: For recon-
sidering th2 whole question and particularly Mr. Harris’s note in
regard to the ~tate of affuirs in the Sunderbans,

Babu SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Was the note of Mr. Harris
called for by the Government of Bengul?

The Hon'ble Alhad] Sir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVI: Not as far
as I am aware. If u definite reply is called for I must ask for fresh
notice.

Mr. P. N. CUHA: Is the Hon'Lle Memher aware that at the time
of dissolving the last committee the (azette Notification definitely
stated that the Government of Bengal had decided to abandon the
project finally?

The Hon’ble Alhad] Sir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVIZ Not that I
am aware of. ’
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Babu NALINIRANJAN SARKER: Will the Hon’ble Member be

pleased to state whether all the files in connection with the Grand
Trunk Canal project are in existence?

Ths Hon’ble Alhad] 8ir ABDELKERIM GHUINAVI: I believe
they are except those ot minor importance.

Babu NALINIRANJAN SARKER: Is the Hon'ble Member quits
sure that the file in connection with the dredger Ronaldshay is in
existence?

The Hon’ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVIE: The
answer 15 in the affirmative.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member be
pleased to state why this scheme is being re-opened when the Govern-
ment is finding difficulty about finance regarding primary education
and other sanitary schemes?

The Hon'bie Alhad) 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUZINAVI: I am afraid I
have nothing more to add to what I have already stated.

Mr. P, N, CUHA: Will the Hon'ble Member ba pleased to state
whether an opportunity will be given to this Council before the
scheme is further proceeded with?

The Hon’bie Alhad) 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVI: I may
inform the hon’ble member that so far no scheme has been framed
yet.

Babu SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon’ble Member be
pleased to state whether the re-opening of the matter has bean at the
instance of the (Government of India?

The Hon’ble Alhad) 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVI: The answer
to that is in the negative.

Babu SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon’ble Member be
pleased to state whethe: the re-opening of the matter has been at the
instance of the British (Government?

The Hon'bie Alhad) Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZINAVI: No.
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Floed in East Bengal.

8. Maulvi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon'hle
Member in charge of the Revenue Department le plensed to state—
(/) the causes of the recent flood in East Rengal;
(ir) (a) the area, and
(b) the number of people affected by the flood;

(2i7} the money that the GGovernment have paid or advanced up till
now towards the relief of the psople affected and in what
wavs; and

(1r} what measures if any, do the Government propose 1o take
in order to prevent a recurrence of flood in thase nreas?®

MEMBER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'bhile
8ir Provash Chunder Mitter): () The flood in th: Sadar subdivision
of the Tippera district was solely due to two breaches in the Gumti
embankment ; 1in the Bratmanberia subdivision, it was due to excessive
rainfall in the Assam hilis,

() 1) 436 square wmiles.

th) 351,760,

t1r1) Rujees one lTakh has Yeen allotted for agricultural loans, and
Rs. 1500 tor gratuitous relief.

trr) 1t is propesed to consuder the question of providing escapes
in the embankments.  Excessive raintall in the Assam hills and cone
sequent flooding ot the yiver Meghna  wre unusual  phenomenn for
which 1t is difficult to provide protective measures,

Maulvi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon'ble
Mamber be plensed to ~tite wheth>r Rs. 1500 is enough for gratuttous
relief for four lakns of <ufferers?

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is a matter of opinion,

Maulvi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Does the Haon'hle
Member think that Re 1OU.000 is sufficient for agricultural luan?

Mr. PRESIDENT: This again is a matter of opinion,

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: Is it not a fact that a sum of
Rs. 1,500 is quite insufliviant for the purpose of relief?

The Hon'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Considering
that Iabourers cannot he had there for 10 annas a day and considering
also that for agricultural purposes labourers have been imported from
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Noakhali and from other facts stated in the report of the District
Officer, it may be said that there is not much distress. Local officers
are watching the situation very carefully. If more help is necessary
such help will be given.

Mr, JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon'ble Member be
plaased to state whether the figure 351,700 people affected by the
flood is quite correct?

The Hon’ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Barring
typing and printing mistake I have no reason to beliave that it is
not correct.

Exeoution of commissions by Caloutta Smail Causss Court. -

87. 8rijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: («) Will the Hon'ble
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on
the tuble a statement for the year 1928-29 showing—

(11 how many mufassal commissions for the examination of wit-
nesses were received by the Chief Judge of the Calcutta
Smull Causes Court;

(i) how many of such commissions were entrusted to—

(I Pleaders; and
() Bench Clerks;

for exacution;

(/i1y how many local commissions for examination of witnesses
were issued by the Judges of th> Calcutta Small Causes
(‘ourt; and

(tv) how many of such commissions were entrusted to—

(I Pleaders; and
() Benech Clerks?

(h Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state—

(1) whether the Bench Clerks are entitled to execute such com-
misstons; anld

(16) whether as Government servants they are eligible to earn the
fess for such commissions?

The Hon'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: (s) A statement is laid on
the table.

() (/) Under rule 112 of the Rules of Practice framed by the
Hon’ble High Court the Chief Judge may appoint a person other than

pleader to execute commissions received from other courts.

(1) Yes.
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Statement referred to tn the reply to clause (a) of unstarred question
No. 67.

Number of mufussal commissions for the examination of witnesses
received by the Chief Judge of the Calcutta Small Causes Court—
414.

Number of such commissions entrusted to (/) Pleaders; and
(2) Bench Clerks; for execution—(7) 357; (2) 5%.

Number of local commissions for examination of witnesses issued by
the Judges of the Caleutta Small Causes Court—94.

Number of such commissions entrusted to (/) VPlesders; and
(2) Bench (lerks—(7) 60; () 32 and 2 to Engineers,

Eilection of the Sadar and Feni Local Boards of Noakhali district.

68. Mauivi MUHAMMAD FAZILULLAN: () Will the Hon'ble
Member in charge of the Local Self-Government Department he pleased
to state whether it is a fact—

(z) that the election of the Sadar and Feni local boards of the
Noakhali district took place on 10th and 11th April, 1929,
and

(1) that the names of the elected and nominated members of the
aforesaid hoards have not vet heen approvad by the Govern.
ment and published in the Calcutta Gazette®

(0 1f the answer to () is in the affirmative, will the Hou'hle
Member be plensed to state the reason for the delay?®

() Is it o fuct that the present Viee-Chuirmun of the Noakhali
District Board or any other person on his behalf had any interview
with the Hon'ble Member in charge or any other member of the
Government in connection with the present election and nomination
matters of the Sodar and Feni local boards of Nonkhali®

(d) If the unswer to () is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble
Member be pleased to state the purport of the discussion that took
place between the Hon'ble Member and the Vice-Chairman?

The Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (a) (1) Yes,

(11) The names of the elected and nominated members have not yet
been published in the Calcutta Gazette,

(b) The Commissioner’s proposaly are under the consideration of
Government. Delay has been due to inquiries neceasitated by peti-
tions of objection to the election, read with a judgment of a civil
court, and to some uncertainty as to whether one nominated member
waz willing to accept office.
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{c) and (d) Amongst others, the present Vice-Chairman of the
Noakhali District Board interviewed me. His representation in the
interview related to the legality of the election about which a petition
of objection accompanied by a petition of a civil court was submitted
to Government.

All-India gun liconoes sanctioned in Pabna.

69. 8rijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: Will the Hon'ble
Member in charge of the Police Department he pleased to state—

(i) th» number of all-India gun licences sam®tioned by the present
District Magistrate of P’abna between 1927 and up to
April, 1929;

(1) names and residences of the persons; and

(ii7) grounds for recommendations in each case?

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'bie
Mr. A. N. Moberly): () 29.

(1) A stutement is laid on the table.

(i) The District Magistrat» has discretion to make licences in
Form XVI for possession and going armed valid throughout British
Indin under rule 33 (2) of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, in the case
of persons who require the endvisement. No further recommendation
is necessury.

Statement referred to the reply of clavse (i) of unstarred question
No. 69 showing the names and restdences of the persons who iwere
granted all-India licences by the Ihstrict Magistrate of Pahna
betiween 1927 and up to April, 1929,

Berial Names, Residences.
Nos.

! | Babu Surendra Kumar Roy. (Extended | Sirajganj.
over British India on 14th March, 1928.)

2 | Babu Ratan Chand Sajer . . Ditto.
3 | Khodiar Khan .. .. .. | Gazipur district, now Pabna.

4 | Babu Rash Mohon Das, S8ub-Inspector of | Sirajganj.
Police, D. 1. B,

8 | Gangn Narayan Ren. (Extended over | Jiarpara, Sirajganj.
British India on 3rd February, 1929.)

6 | Babu Madhu Sudan Mondal, Circle Officer | Bhangura, Pabna.
7 | Mr. B. K. Ghows, M.a. (Cantab.), son of | Pabna, now Hyderabed.

J. N. Ghoss, Eag, Amistant Sessions
Judge, Muzafiarpur.
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Berinl V .
Nos. Names. Renidences.

8 | Asfandiar Khan Mours, police-station Karimaddin.

pur, dutnict Gazipur, now Pabna.

8 | Tribeni Tewari Mathurapur, police-station Jaga.

dishpur, district Arrah,

10 Proeanna Kumar Bhoumick, District Agn- | Pabna.
cultural Officer.

11 | Ahmedazzaman, Iuspector of Police Ditta,

12 Binoy Bhusan Datta Intto.

13 | Khadem Hossain Khan Moura, police-station Karimuddin-

pur, district Uazipur, now Pabna,

14 | Girndra Chandra Das Gupta. (Extended | Kaba. district  Jessore. At the
over British India on 29th November, time of waue of the heence st
1027 Pabna.

15 | Babu Ranapt Chandra Lahiry, .4, B.L. | Pabna.

(Extended over Bntwh India on 12th
October, 192%.)

16 | Babu Khitish Chandra Chaki, n.L. (Ex. Ditto
tended over British India on 25th Janu.
ary, J928.)

17 | M. Mahomedjan, Suh-Inspector of Worke, | Gujranwala city, mahalla Takis
E. B. Ralway, Handinge Bridge. (Ex. Mashamsha, distnict Gujranwala,
tended over British India on 4th Decom. Punjab, now Paksey.
ber, 192%,)

18 | Jogendra Mohan Ganguly. (Extendedover | Paksey.

British India on 17th January, 1929.)

19 Bilasram Agarwala. (Extended over DBri- | Ishundi, pohce.station Nara, dis.
tish India on 245th February, 192K.) trict Pabna.

20 8. L. R. Naidu, Esq., Instriet Traffic Su- | Paksey.
perintendent, E. B. Raiway.

21 Maulvi Zilar Rahaman, Cirele Officer Cllapars, Pubna.

22} Khomdkar Md. Abedal Haqjue Saharadpur,

23 | Sew Datta Roy Agarwala Rajputana, now Ishurdi.

24 Babu Annada Prosanna Bhadun Porjona, police-station Sabazad.

pur.

25 | Babu Jnanada Prosanna Bhadun Ditto,

26 | Babu Paresh Nath Bhadun Ditto.

27 | Babu Jitendra Nath Bhadun Ditto.

28 | Babu Nikunja Lal Pakrash Sthal, police.station Chouhali, die

trict Pabna.

28 | Rai BSshib Upervira Lal Pakrashi, Co- Ditto.

operstive Inspector.
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Excise policy.

70, Dr, MOHINI MOHAN DAS: («) Will the Hon'ble Member in
vbarge of Agriculture and Industries (Excize) Department be pleased
to state whether it is a fact that the excise policy of the Government
is minimum of consumption with maximum of revenue?

(b} In it a fact that this policy has not proved to be successful®

(¢) If so, will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state the reasons
therefor?

(d) Ts it a fact that the consumption of liquor has increased in bulk
gallons ¥

(ey If not, will the Hou'ble Member be pleased to lay on the table
a stutement showing the consumption of country <pitit, district by
district, in bulk gallons for the last three years?

The Hon’ble Mr. M. C. McALPIN: (o) The excise policy ot the
(tovernment of Bengal is explained in the Press Communiqué, dated
20th August, 1921, and in Re-olution No. 5568 Excise, dated 27th
November, 1926, copies of which are placed on the libraty table.

() No.
() Does not arise.
() In the last three vears, nn.

(r) The member isx reterred to columns 1 to 4 of the ILmperial
Return [V—Appendix A, attached to the Reports on the Administration
of the Excise Department for the veamrs 1925.26, 1926.27 and 1927-28,
copies of which are placed on thie library table.

Expenditure on the 8imon Commission and Provincial Committes.

7. Srijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: («» Will the Hon'ble
Member in charge of the Appointment Department he pleased to state
the nmount spent by the Government of Bengal during the years
1927.28 and 1928-29 for—

(i) the Simon Commission; and

(i") the Provincial Committee formed in Bengal to assist the
Commission?

(b) Were there amounts provided in the Budget?

(¢) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble Member
be plaased to state from which head those amounts were apent?



1929. QUESTIONS. 267

MEMBER in chargs of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENY (the
Hewhie Mr. A, N. Meberiy): (a) (1), (i) Expenditure on the Simon
Commission was Rs. 12,809 in 1927.28 and Rs. 1,05,857 in 1928-29: on
the Provincial Committee nil in 1927-28 and Rs. 4,742 in 1928.29.

(h) and (¢) Specific provision for the Simon Commission was made
in the Budget for the expenditure incurred in 1423-20 on the Special
Officer and his establishment. The remaining expenditure was met
from fhe normal departmental budget grants. Expenditure on the Pro.
vincial Committee was met from the budget grant ** 47.—Miscelluneous
—Special Commission of Enquiry.”

Mr. P, N. GUHA: Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to indicate
the position of the repurt which the Provincial Simon Committee has
1s<ued for which so much money ha- been spent?

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will vou tell me, Mr. (Guha, what portion of

the an~wer does this question arise from?

Mr. P. N. GUHA: I find that a certain amount of money was spent
over the Committee. What has the Committee done

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I submit that this does not

erise out of the question.

Mr. PRESIDENT: Strictly speaking, the question 1eally doe< not
arise; but, I think Mr. Guba has been able to muke cut u case in his
favour and if the Hon'ble Member finds it convenient to answer this
question he may do so.

The Hon'’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I um afraid the matter ix not
within my special cognisance but if the hon'ble member asks a question
during th: next session he will no doubt be given an answer.

Bsbu SANTOSH KUMAR BABU: Doe< this amount include the
cost of the police arrangement for the Simon Commission?

The Hon’hle Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: It includes the cost of the

police ariangements.

Babu SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Does it include the cost of the
barbed wire set up at the Howrah station?

The Hen’bls Mr, A, N. MOBERLY: There was no barbed wire at
the Howrah station.
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Babu SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: When this sum was appropriated
from the departmental budget, was the committee on Public Accounts
consulted before it was donef

The Hon’ble Mr. A. H. MOBERLY: No, it was no concern of the
Public Accounts Committee,

Babu SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Was it consulted subsequently?
The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: That, Sir, ix a matter for the

Finance Department.

Mr. J. M. 8EN CUPTA: Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to
stute whether any money was spent on the Provinecial Committee after
the dissolution of the Bengal Legislative Couneil?

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N, MOBERLY: I must ask for fresh notice.
Mr. SUBASH CHANDRA BOSE: \Vill the Hon'ble Member be

pleased to state the items of expenditure that go to make up the sum?

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: [ cannot do so now. [ was

not asked for it, otherwise T would have collected the information.

Recruitment to Benga! Civil $ervices from the depressed classes.

72. Rai 8ahib REBATI MOHAN 8ARKAR: (x) Will the Han'ble
Member in chaige of the Appointment Department be pleased to luy
on the table a statement showing the present number of Deputy Magis-
trates and Sub.Deputy Collectors recruited from the depressed classes
in Beuwgal for the last 10 yveurs?

(b) Are the (fovernment considering the desirability of recruiting

a larger number of men {rom the depressed classes as Deputy Magistrates
and Sub-Deputy Collectors?

The Hon'ble Mr. A. N, MOBERLY: (1) Information as to thz caste
of recruits to the Bengal (ivil Nervice (Executive} and the Bengal
Junior Civil Service prior to 1923 is not available. From 1923 to 1928
inclusive the number of 1ecruits appointed who belong to the clas<es
described as depressed in either the Caleutta University Commission
report or the Census report is as follows: —

(1) Sub-Deputy Collectors—:,

2) Deputy Collectors—nil.

¢b) Government do not propose to make any change in their present

policy. ‘
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Fitling up & vacancy in the office of the Military Secretary to
His Exoeliency the Covernor of Bengal.

73. M. A. F. M. ABDUR-RAHMAN! (a) Will the Hon'ble
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state
whether it is a fact that in June last there wus a vacancy in the office
of the Military Secretary to His Excellency the Governor of Bengal?

(b) Will the Hon'ble Member he pleased to state whether the
vacancy was—

(1) in the cadre of the Ministerial Officers of the Lower
Division; or
(2) in the cadre of typists?

(c) I« it a fact that a reference was made to the Chief Secretary
requisitioning him to supply the names of candidates of the Lower
Divizion assistants from the Secretariat intending to stand for the
appointment?

(d) How many applications were received by the Military Secretary
to the (Governat’s oftice for the vacaney?

(¢} How many of them were from—

(1) the Lower Division assistants;

(2) the typists?

(fr How was the post filled up?

(o Ts it a fact that the claims of the Lower Division assistants were
overlooked in contravention of the standing orders of the Finance
Department and that a tyvpist was appointed from outside the
Secretariat

(k) What are the minimum standard qualifications required under
the rules for the appointment of candidates to the posta of T.ower
Division assistants? *

(1) What is the qualification of the present incumbent?

(j» Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state whether the
appointment was made on some specinl grounds¥

(k) If so, what are those grounds?

The Hon'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: (a) Yes.
(b) In the Tower Division of the office.
(¢) Yes,
(d) Seven.
(e) (1) Three.
(2) One.
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() By a Mubammadan candidate who knows shorthand and
typewriting.

() No standing orders of the Finance Department were disregarded.

(h) The production of evidence that the candidates have been through
a complete secondary school course.

(1) (teneral experience of office work and a knowledge of shorthand
and typewriting.

(j) and (k) The appointment was made on the ground that the
candidate had the qualifications described in the answer to (1).

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the Hon'ble Member be
pleased to state whether the gentleman who has been appointed to the
post has auy certificate for shorthand and typewriting knowledge?

The Hon'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: T must ask for notice.

Muhammadan employees in the Jail establishment,

74. Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: (¢) Will the Hon'ble Member in
charge of the Dolitical (Jailsy Department be pleased to lay on the
table a statement showing sepurately the number of—

(/) Executive officers;

(1) Clerical stuffs including those of the Manufacturing
Department;

(112) Head Warders; and

(1) Warders,

at present attached to ench of the—
(1) Central Jails;
(2) District Jails; and
(3) Sub-Jails,

respectively ?
(b) How many of each class in those jails are Mubammadans?

(c) The approximate.number of Muhmmadan prisoners locked up
in those jnils on any one day of the month of July, 1929?

The Hon’ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (o) to (c) A
statement is laid on the library table.
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Reselutions
(on matters of general public interest).

The discussion on resolution regarding the appointed Chairman
cf the District Board of Bankura was then resumed.

Babu BARODA PRASANNA PAIN: Sir, being connected with
one of the premier self-governing institutions of the province, I feel it
my duty to enter my most emphatic protest aganinst the action of
Government with regard to the elected Chairman of the District Board
of Bankura. From what we heard lust night from the mover of the
recolution, I have no hesitation in characterising that action a< retrograde
and 1eactionary, and as being utterly subversive of the fundamental
principles of local self-government. After 170 yveurs of British rule we
have not got any self-government worth the name; and if Government
now, by a few strokes of the pen, bhegins taking away from us what
little was wrung from them after years of hard and strenuous struggle,
then surely, it canfiot aecuse us of unfairness if we refuse to believe
in the honesty of ity intentions or in the sincerity of its professjons,
We object and we protest against this action, because we helieve that
it is not an i-olated cuse of ite kind against an individual chairman,
but hecause we believe that it is a part of the policy of (fovernment,
a poliey directed against the Congress with a view to undermining the
infuence which it iv estublishing over the people hy means of thene
self-governing institutions, Government did the same thing at
Midnapur, Government tried to do the same at Mymensingh, and if T
am not mistaken, Sir, the sword of Democles is still hanging over my
devoted head, The situation at Bankura, from what } heard last
night, is desperate. There the Chuirmun of the District Board is not
functioning at present. On the other hund, the members of the District
Board are determined not to take this imsult lyving down. In these
circumstances, instead of saving any hard words which I know will
not move hard-hearted Members or their hard-bearted Secretaries, I
would appeal to the Hon'hle Member in charge to try his best to relieve
the temsion st Bankura, I would appenl to him to give up this policy
of distrust and suspicion: I would appeal to him to give up this policy
of unseemly interference with the domestic aflairs of these self-govern-
ing inatitutions, and T would appeul to him to introduce in their place
a policy of trust und confidence. Trust, T need not remind him, always
begets trust; confidence, I need hardly say, always begets confidence, I
would appeal to him not to allow the fetish of prestige to stand in the
way of righting the wiong which has heén done at Bankura, I would
appeal to him not to mistake the temper of the people at the present
time. Speaking for the municipality which I have the honour to repre-
sent in this Council, I am not ashamed to confess that we like to be
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trusted by Government, I am not ashamed to confess that we like to
feel that we are being trusted by Government in our efforts to improve
the amenities of life for those whom we have taken under our charge.
I am not ashamed to confess all this. But I will say at the same time
that we will resent very strongly any interference sought to be made
with our internal affairs. Time is coming when other and more
important branches of administration will have to be made over to
the people. Why then these petty pinpricks? I would ask the
Hon’ble Member not to forget that he is an Indian; I would appeal
to him not to forget what he is hurting and whom he is hurting; I
would appeal to him finally not to be led away by his other colleagues
in the Cabinet. If my appeal hus no effect on the Hon’ble Member
in charge, I appeal to the European block in this House not to make
themselves unnecessarily popular by throwing in their lot with a
member of Government who only the other day confessed to his life-
long association with the Indian National Congress. There may be
more in this than meets their eves.

Mr. C. W, GURNER: After the series ot appeals which have heen
made from the other <ide more reminiscent of a test match than a
debate in this Covuncil, I rise to explain a few points of facts which
have not yet heen acknowledged by the mover of this resolution and
his supporters. The facts which go back to the formation of union
boards in the district of Bankura are these : —

In 1927 union boards were notified I think throughout the Bankura
district and ouly came into work towards the end ot that vear. Their
first financinl year would e 192829, Under the provisions of the
Village Self-Government Act, as members are well aware, there arez
two types of taxes in union board areas. There is first the old
Chaukidari tax and there is also 8 new tax for improvements under
section 37 (b). Again, under auother section of the Village Self-
Government Act, the district board is empowered to give a grant to
any union hoard which may merit it. Not only so, but there is a
statutory obligstion on the part of the district board to give a grant to a
union board which' may make a small sacrifice in raising a rate under
section 47 (b) for improvements. Union hoards in the Bankura district
in the first year ruised rates to the amount of Rs. 17,000, I would
ask the House whether this shows that the boards function against
popular will. Well, they raised this voluntarily and they looked to
the District Board to carry out its obligation imposed upon the Board
—whatever the personal views of the members may be—by the Legisla-
ture, But what did the District Board of Bankura do? They
passed a contumelious resolution allotting rupee one for the union
boards in the whole district. The absurdity of this action and the
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failure ‘af the District Board to recognise its statutory obligation were
brought to the notice of the District Board. But it reaffirmed its
decision. later on the Chairman of the District Board wrote a long
letter—about which more may be heard later—explaining the position
of the Board. So much as 1egards the relationship between the Dis
trict Board and the union boards. Then came the election towards
the end of the year 1928. The gentleman whose cunduct is the subject
of this debate was elected again, but T think I am right in saying not
by a unanimous vote nor by a very large majority, I think that
possibly his attitude im the matter of union hoards was responsible
for reducing his hold on the District Board. However, he was elected
and the question naturally came up whether this election should be
approved by Government. tiovernment have their statutory respon.
sibility, and under section 22 of the Tocal Self-Government Act were
faced with the question of its exercise. Then some delay occurred,
and the reason for this deloy was first that the new (‘ommissioner took
charge in Hooghly in January and naturally he wished to acquaint
himsel{ with the general position and with the views of the Chairman
whose conduct was in question. Unfortunately, not long afterwards
occurred the death of Mr. Hart. These are the causes for the delay in
coming to a decision. The Commissioner wished to seek every possible
avenue, and at nne time he possibly thought that the Chairman would
accommodate himself to the position created hy the formation of union
boards in Bunkura. From seme time in February or March it became
quite e¢lear that the Chairman was not only acting as the figurehead,
as the statutory representative of the District Board, but was actually
engaged in a personal campaign against the prosperity and the progress
of the union boarda throughout the Bankura district. That is a fact
which the mover of this resolution and hisx supporters have deliberately
obscured. The Chairman’s activities went beyond those of a statutory
chairman of a district hoard. He threw his whole weight into the
campaign to destroy the union board movement which had startml
with such promising prospects. Those were the circumstances in
which QGovernment eventually decided that the election of the
Chairman could not be approved of : and the rensons were that Babu
Manindra Bhusan Sinha by plucing him<elf in opposition to the policy
of Government in the extablishment of union boards in the district of
Bankura, and by engaging in propaganda to thwart that course of
pelicy has placed himself in a position incompatible with the duties
of the statutory chairman of a district hoard. That position seems to
be logically irresistible and T cannot make out on what ground it can
be attacked. Well, 8ir, quite apart from the personal activity of the
Chairman there lies behind this debate s much larger question, and
that is the old question of attack by a certain section of the politicaily
minded community on the union boards. It is not the Chairmili:of
the District Board who is attacked or defended, Tt is the union bosrds,

18
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The mover of this resolution, with a gracious restraint which I appre-
ciated, refrained from criticising the action of the late Collector of
Bankura as he might have done if that officer had been alive. I must
reciprocate and refrain from saying anything in his support which
may be taken as controversial. But this I think I may say without
fear of contradiction from any quarter of the House, that if there was
one officer in Berfgal who devoted the last years of his service to the
intensive study of the union board movement, and if there was one
officer who was peculiarly susceptible to the chords of popular feeling
—that was Mr. Hart.

4 pp-

No district could have started on the union board movement under more
prosperous auspicas than those offered by the presence of Mr. Hart in
their midst, and it was for this reason that the Bankura union boards
started their caresr with the noble chance they had.

Sir, I should like, before I sit down, to carry the argument just
one step further. T would remind the House that it is just 10 years
ago that the union boards first came into existence. And I think that
to the ordinary (Yovernment officer with experience in the districts of
Bengal there has heen no more amazing change, in the sphere of local
self-government at any rate, than that created by the growth of this
organization during the last 10 years. Beginning from Dacca, the
movement has spread practically to all the districts in this province,
and every district, which it has visited, has welcomed the new oppor-
tunities of political life and of public activity given to the villagers
by the union board movement. I need not emphasize the contrast
between the president of the old chaukidari panchayet, who was little
more than a collector of taxes, with the menace of a distress warrant
in the background generally—between that unfortunate official—and
the president of the union board, who is a representative of a self-
gbverning body, which, however small, contains in it all the elements
of self-governing activity. Why do my friends on the opposite side
of the House launch this attack and other attacks on the union board
movement? Because, Sir, they know that the union board movement
will forestall, and nullify every attempt on the pari of the politicians
to put a strangle-hold on the political life of the villagers in the
interests of any particalar party. It is only through the union hoards
that the ordinary Bengal villager, literate or illiterate, is learning the
principles of melf-government, which it is his destiny to exercise in
the years to come.

Sir, I need not take up the time of the House any longer at this
stage, and I would only express the trust that the House will not
mv?st with the halé of political martyrdom the arch-enemy of popular
autonomy in the district of Bankura.
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Babs SANTOBH KUMAR BASU: Mr. President, Sir, 1 was
waiting for a speech from the Government benches before I decided to
take part in this debate. Mr. Gurner has come out with a spesch of
such refreshing candour that I must be thankful to him for supplying
me with points for reply. I was at a loss throughout this debate to
find out what had happened that this gentleman, Mr. Manindra Bhusan
Sinha, should have merited the treatment that has been his unfortunate
lot to receive at the hands of Government. Sir, when a man comes
forward to shoulder the burden of public work—when s wan comes
forward and cheerfully offers his services—without any thought for
gain, from absolutely disinterested wotives, for the purpose of service
and service alone, he does 50 in the hope that he would meet ‘With
every encouragement and support, if not admiration, from responsible
members of Government. That seems to me the normal attitude to
take up for the members of Government. But in this instance, Sir, it
has been our lot to find that a public worker of such an acknowledged
reputation and spirit of public service, like Mr. Manindra Bhusan
Sinha, should have been visited with condign punishment—as severe
a punishment as could befall the lot of any public worker in the
cause of self-government. I was wondering why Mr., Manindra Bhusan
Sinha should have been visited with such punishment at the hands of
the Local Self-Government Department of the Government of Bengal.
Now, Mr. Gurner has come out with the explanation, and he has
informed the House that Mr. Sinha had to be penalised because of the
particular attitude he had taken up in regard to the union board
movement. He hus come out with an explanation, as 1 was saying,
with refreshing candour, and he hus enlightened the House with the
information that the union board movement had to be blessed, and
Mr. Sinba had to be made the scape-goaf because of his attitude towards
that movement. Now, Sir, are we to understand that the responsible
Chairman of a public bedy, like the Bankura District Board, should
not be allowed the privilege of having his own views on the questign
of the union board movement in his district? Was he not performing
his statutory duties satisfactorily, or did he travel beyond the limits
of his statutory responsibilities, as Chairman of the Dintrict Board,
because he had taken up a particular attitude towards the union hoard
question? I would appeal to the Hon'ble Member in charge of Local
Self-Government, T would appeal to his Secretary, my esteemed friend
Mr. Gurner, to point to one single reason why an elected chairman of
a district board should tie himself to the chariotwheels of the Local
Self-Government Department, and take his cues and opinions from that
department. I challenge any one from the Government benches to
say that it is not open for a non-official chairman of a district board
to take up an attitude in regard to a public question, which he, ina
just, disinterested, and bona-fide way, might think he ought lo'((,‘h
up in his position of chairmun of the district board. I it open 13'the
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Secretary of the Local Self-Government Department to dictate policy
to the non-official members and chairmen of local bodies with regard
to public questions of grave importance to the country? I am
surprised to find, Sir, how Mr. Gurner with all the solemnity and
seriousness that he could command, with all the responsibility of his
position, could take his stand on the floor of this House and put forward
& lame and balting plea that Mr. Sinha had to be made a scapegoat,
because his wishes aud views did not fall in with the pet views of
Government on the question of union boards. One would have thought,
8ir, that the charge against Mr. Sinba was one of corruption, of
delibemte negligence of duty, or of gross inefficiency, and so Govern-
ment had to take up its stond against him so definitely and decidedly,
as to remove him from his office, which he occupied as the result of the
confidence reposed in him by the accrediled representatives of the
people on the District Board. But it was not so. Has there been the
slightest suggestion to that effect® If so, I, irrespective of any mandate
from any party, would have cast my vote entirely and wholeheartedly in
support of the step that Government has taken; because, Sir, those who
are connected with public work in local self-government bodies have got
grave responsibilities cast on their shoulders for carrving out their
dutier with perfect integrity and absolute regard for public weal.
They must not spare themselves in their service for public work. and
so far as lies in their power, they must try to achieve the highest level
of efficiency in their work. Had there heen any such allegation against
this gentleman, I, for myself, would not have been wanting in accord-
ing my wholehearted support to the step which (Government has taken
in the maiter..

I submit, Sir, that it is a most lamentable confession that Govern-
ment has chosen to make to-day through Mr. (Gurner that Mr. Manindra
Bhusan Sinha has been sacrificed hecause his ideas, his policy in
regard to the union board movement, did not meet with the approval
ol Government. So far as T am concerned, T only know the rudiments
of the movement; und T think that if it is developed on proper lines it
may nchieve great results, 1t must also he admitted that just as the
Government are anxious that through these union hoards the public life
of this country may aot slip out of their hands and get into the hands
of the politicians, so, also, the accredited representatives of public
opinion in this country may equally be anxious that public life in the
villages of Bengal may not slip out of the hands of the real friends
of the people and get into the hands of Circle Officers and such sub-
ordinate officers, who work at the beck and call, and carry out the
behests, of the powers that be in the Secretariat. 8ir, it is a double-
edged weapon. If you want to wield the weapon so as to keep away
the politicinns from the village life of Bengal, the politicians can turn
round and say “ Away, .away, from your gentle work of tampering
with the political life of the villages.”
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Rir, I am sorry that the only charge that the Hon'ble Member and
the Secretary in charge of the Local Self-Government Department could
bring against this gentleman was his attitude towards the union board
moveraent, though he might have ample justification for the particular
views he held. Sir, he is not present here; otherwise he might have
been able to justify the attitude that he had taken up with regard to
this question. It is a question which is not certainly beyond contro-
versy, to say the leust of it. Mhe country has been divided over this
question, and certuinly the Government of Bengal might have had
that Liberality, thut genesosity, which is usually associated with public
life, 5o as to allow this gentleman the option of having a particular
view in this matter. But, no, that is not fo be. Government has
initiated a poliey, and if it wants that not ouly its own officials and
subordinates should carry out that policy faithfully but that also those
who have been chosens by the people for public work must bow to its
bidding and earry out its policy according to its dictates, then it must
be hapelessly niistuken. T submit, Sir, that there could not be a greater
self-condemnation of its action than that prenounced by Mr, Gurner
in this House.

Sir, T am not going to take up the time of this House any more, but
I do say that freedom of artion, freedom of opinion—if these expres-
sions are not meaningless jargon so far ax the Government is concerned
—must be left to the representatives of the people on these public
bodies, and they must be given the fullest scope pussible 10 work out
their own policy even if it be in opposition to that of Government. If
this is not done, it would be the grossest possible deninl of the spirit
and essence of self-government to these members of public bodies. And
if that iz the gravamen of the charge against Mr. Manindra Bhusan
Sinha, if that is the head and front of his offending, I submit, Sir, that
Government stands self-condemned out of its own mouth, and the House
will have no hesitation in asserting the principle that the fullest
liberty of opinion should be conceded to non-official members of public
bodies by accepting this resolution put forward by my friend, Srijut
Bijay Kumar Chatterjez. This House should not have thealightest
hesitation in accepting this resolution and thereby declaring once for
all that it does not support Government in the action that it has taken
against a very efficient and able public man—the lute Chairmun of the
District Board of Bankura.

The Hon'bie 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER WMITTER: May 1, Sir,
mention one thing? It is that before the debate on thix resolution is
finished—] understand that the House will adjourn at 4-30 p.w. for
prayers—I may have an opportunity of speaking in reply to the: debate
that has taken place.
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Sir Provash, the position is that the mover of
a resolution has the right of reply, and to avoid speaking twice, you
would, perhaps, like to speak after he has exercised this right. You
can, however, rise and speak whenever you may think proper to do so
from your point of view.

The Hon'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Sir, the thing
is that to-day you have to take up another important item of business
—1I mean the adjournment motion—and I understand that the House
will adjourn at 430 p.m. I am only drawing your attention to the
fact that T want an opportunity to speak.

vt

‘Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think that it is possible for me to
impose any restriction whatsoever on the course of debate, as I find
that members are anxious to speak on this matté®.

The Hon'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: 1 am not asking
vou, 8ir, for a moment to impose any restriction on the course of the
debate, but I am asking you in the interest of fair debate that certain
puints of fact and certain other questions that have been raised should
be replied to, and T desire to have an opportunity to speak.

Mr. PRESIDENT: T think, Sir Provash, if you will only get up
and catch my eyes at the right moment you will be able to speak. It
is 80 simple and easy.

Maulvi ABUL KABEM: Sir, I am not fully aware of the reasons
which made (Jovernment not to take the step of sanctioning the election
of the Chairman of the Bankura District Board. T rise to express my
opinion on certain statements that have heen made in this House,

416 p.m.

My frisnd Mr. Basu said that the executive head of a district board
has everv right and justification to take all steps he can to promulgate
his own policy about a particular matter, but, Sir, I am afraid he
forgets that the district board ha< certain statutory duties and respon-
sibilities, and one of these statutory duties is to make grants to and
foster the union boards in the district. We may or may not like union
hoards, but as long as the law makes them, it is the duty of the chairmen
of the district hoards and the dictrict boards to support and maintain
them and try to improve them. Naturally, Sir, when the chairman
of a district bourd fails in his statutory duties, T think there is justi-
fieatigp for Government to come in and intervene. We have been told
that)jt is tampering with local selfgoverning bodies. When the
Bengal Village Self-Government Act was passed in this legislature, it
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was said that the foundation of self-government had been laid in
Bengal.: The Government in this conntry have always followed the
policy of building from the top. My idea is that the union boards
ought to have been estublished long before the district boards, but
they came very late—better late than never. If we sincerely wish that
the country should attain self-government, we must educate our people.
But to educate the people in self-government and to start and carry on
local self-governing institutions we must begin in rural areas and not
in this Council.

We have been told that the Chairman appointed by (overnment
was so unpopular that he could not maintain his office and was forced
to resign. 1 bappen to know Mr. Nagendra Nath Ghosh personslly.
and as ] represent the district of Bankura in this Council, I have had
occasion to come into contuct with him. He was Chairman of the
Bankura Muricipality for some years and was a popular chairman and
has done excellent service as Chairman of the District Board, e was
hounded out of office, because he did not agree with the political opinions
and the political conduct of the people of Bankura.

My friend has laid down the principle that the chairman of the
district board has the right to take steps to wsee that his political
opinions on public questions are given effect to. Would he concede
the same right to district boards other than Bankura? 1 think that if
the chairman of the district hoard attempts to enforve his political
opinions on union hoards by executive authority, and if it is not
palatable to my friends, they would be the first to shout against him
and come forward to announce that he had no business to abuse his
power as executive authority to meddle with their affairs.

1 think, Sir, Government has u statutory duty to perform to save
the rustic people from exploitation due to the influence of the chairman
of the district board, and they cannot overlook the responsibility vested
in them in this matter.

The Honhis 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: We have
heard many eloquent speeches this afternoon and also yesterday, but
the relevant points are really very short and simple. The points
really are these: Is the district hoard bound to perform its statutory
duties, and if the district board is bound to perform its statutory
duties, is not the chairmun of the district board, the chief executive
of that board, equally hound to perform those duties? That is one
point that I would ask the House to bear in mind. .

Another point is, if the district board and its chairman have ‘o
perform their statutory duties, is or is not the Government also bound
to perform their statutory daties? After all, 8ir, all our local bédies
are creaturss of statutes. The district boards are creatures of the
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Local Belf-Government Act, and certain statutory duties are also
imposed upon them by the Village Self-Government Act. Instead of
tiripg the patience of the House—the time at my disposal is very
limitel—I would draw the attention of the House to section 45 of the
Village Self-Government Act which makes it obligatory on the district
board te make grants to any union board which has imposed taxes
under section 37 (b): that provision of law is “ provided always that
in the case of any union board which has imposed a rate under
elause (b) of section 37, the district board shall make a suitable grant.”
There are other sections which indicate that the district board must
take care of the union bourde, must foster and ¥elp the union boards,
but T would not qunte the sections, Nor is it necessary for the purposes
of my points to enter into the controversial question as to whether
village union hoards are good or bad institutions. (pinion on that
question may be divided; even amongst my friends on the right,
opinion about the utility of the union boards is divided. I know the
great Muhammadan community are in favour of union boards. There
are others in favour of union boards, but let me proceed on the assump-
tion that the union boards are not good institutions. The question as
to whether union bhoards should be supported or not is an irrelevant
issue to anyone who reeks election, to perform statutory duties of a
district board member. 1f that gentleman is just to hix trust and
honest in hin convictions, as soon as he feels that his personal opinion
or the public opinion that he represents isx antagonistic to the statutory
duties he has to parformn as a member of the district board, he ought to
resign and the more so if he is the chairman. My friendx on the right
will not accept office as Ministers; I respect them for their consistency
in this matter. But would they consider it honourable to accept
office as Minister and then go aguinat the institution of Ministry? I
am sure many of my friends on the right would consider it dis-
honourshle to tuke upon themselves the statutory duty of fostering
Hiion bourds as chairmun of the district hoard and then utilise that
position for the purpose of destroying union boards.

I have here before me appeal aflter appeal issued by this gentleman,
Babu Manindrs Bhysan Singh for destroying union boards. In ome
of the appeals he asks the public of the Bankura district to get rid of
the union boards, to destroy the union boards. He goes further and
says (here the Hon'ble Member read out a passage in Bengali from an
appeal). For the benefit of those who do not follow Bengali may I
shortly explain what he savs? He says: “ let me and my friends
try the methods of persuasion for destroying union boards; if that is
unsuccessful let us try the method of social boycott of supporters of
udon boards; if that is not successful let us try to follow the example
of Uontai in Midnapore und Bardoli." Therefore, it is a wrong issue
when some of my friends say that because his opinion about union
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boards is different from the policy of Government, his election war
not affirmed. The real question is this, if a gentleman who wants
to be chairman of a district board tells you in advance that he will
not perform his statutory duties, and not only will not perform his
statutory duties but will go directly against such duties, can any
Government whose duty it is under section 22 of the Local Self-
Government Act to affirm his election, take any other course but refuse
to afirm the election? Now (Hovernment is not at-all influenced in
this matter by any vindictive spirit. Babu Manindra Blusan Singh
was going on in this way for shout 3 year; he wax then the elected
Chairman; no statutory duty was cast at that stage on Government to
deal with the matter. After that he was re-elected and then came a stage
when a statutory duty was cust upon Qovernment to exercise their
judgment about afirming his election, and if (overnment found
that by his past conduct, his participation in the propagands, and his
proclaimed views he would utilise his position as Chairman to destroy
union hoards and thus act directly against his statutory duties, would
it not have amounted to abdiention of their function if (fovernment
affirmed his election?

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: On a point of information, Sir.
Is 1t not a fact that the Di<trict Board of Bankura have voted a sum
of Rs. 5,000 for the Union Board?

The Hon'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: 1i Mr. Bose
wants to know T may tell him that they started hy voting Re. 1 only,
later on and in the following year they voted Rs. 5000 which wax also
inadequate and according to our information very probably this sum
would have been utilised for destroying a number of union loards by
discretionary grants wich a propaganda purpose. But that grant by
the District Board is wholly irrelevant to the Chairman's personal atti-
tude.

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: May I refresh the memory of the
Hon’ble Member as to what happened in 1928?

The Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I do not like to
be interrupted; T could have gone into the irrelevant point ruised by
the interruption had I more time at my disposal. I take my stand on
the point that when this gentleman tells us in advance that not only
will he not discharge his statutory duties, but will go against his statu-
tory duties, we cannot as a {Jovernment disregar] the staiutory duty
cast upon us.

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: How is the Chairnnan responsible?
Explain that
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The Hew'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: The Chairman
has, as already stated, if the members have ears to hear, issued his
personal appeal about social boycott and resorting to Bardoli tractics——

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: Does the Hon'ble Member invite
the Congress members to——-

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order.

The Hon'bie Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I am sorry I
cannot give you any information on irrelevant points raised by the
interruptions as my time is limited.

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: Is not that appeal signed in his
personal capacity and not as Chairman?

The Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I am sure a
finicky point like that will not uppeal to any gentleman with common.
sense in thix House. We may reduce it to an argument like this. A
man is a man, and if he appeals as an individual that he will destroy
union hoards, it is one thing, but if he comes forward with an appeal as
Chairman of the District Board that is a different thing. I am sure
men of commonsense will take it that this gentleman will try to destroy
the union honrds. is attitude all along was anti-union board.

A point has heen attempted to be made that the ohject of Govern-
ment is to interfere with the freedom of local bodies. [ may assure in
most emphatic terms that there was no such object, but if any local
body refuses to carry out its statutory duties then (Government will in
turn perform its statutory duty without hesitation and without fear.

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: D)o you want nnother Bardoli
agitation?®

The Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: That is another

matter; that is a political question. I do hope my friend, when be is
cooler, will think over the matter.

Mr, SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: [ am quite cool now.

Mr. PRESIDENT! Order, order.

The Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Some personal
attacks were made on Babu Nagendra Nath Ghose in connection with



1929.1° RESOLUTIONS. 283

this méter, but as T know my friend Babu Bijay Kumar Chatterjee
always'takes a delight in personal attacks, I will not go into it, espacial-
ly as Maulvi Abul Kasem has referred to this matter in his spaech.

430 p.m,

Now, Sir, there are 183 union boards in this district and, as Mr. Gurner
has already mentioned, when these hoards raised voluntarily Rs. 17,000,
this fact ought to get rid of the suggestion that these union boards were
purely concocted affairs and the local people——

8rijut RADHA GOVINDA RAY: I do sav that it is a concocted
affair.

The Hon'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: | am stating

what is a fact and you are making an asser.ion.

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Ray, vou have not my permission to rise
in your place to speak.

The Hon'ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Sir, I again
repeat and place this fact hefore the HHouse. This fact of self-taxation
shows that the people are willing to work the union loards and Ry, 17,000
was actually raised by the poor villagers. This ounce of fact is worth
a good deal more than the tons of assertions from the other side.

There is another point and that is that the power of (juvernment to
removet a chairman is limited hy s atute, and I am afraid on the resolu.
tion as it stands, even if (Jovernment were prepared to accept it, it is
not in the power of (Jovernment to remove Bahu Nagendra Nath (Ghose.
(Interruptions). May T proceed, Sir, without interruption? Under
section 28 of the Local Self-fiovernment Act the 1.ocal (ijuvernment may
remove any chairman of a district bourd or local board, etc., etc., if
he is declared insolvent, convicted for any offence, etc., etc. My point
is certain- specific points are mentioned there, and (Government have not
the right to remove any chairman at their sweet will and pleasure. I
ask those who are pleading for the autonomy of local bodies, how would
they like if a chairman whose appointment was confirmed by (Government
was subsequently removed by (Jovernment.

There is another important point and that point is why did we not
give another opportunity to the district board to elect its chairman. The
answer is, as my friends have themselves said, the majority in the dis
trict board were in favour of destroying union boards and if we asked
them to elect another chairman they would probably have elected Babu
Manindra Bhusan Sinha or some one like him and o it would not have
been possible to have a chairman willing to perform his statutory duty
with relation to union boards.
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The motion of Srijut Bijay Kumar Chatterjee was then put and a
division taken with the following result :—

AYES.

Ahmed, Maulvi Shamsuddin,

All, Maulvi Hassan.

Sagehi, Babu Remes Chandra,
Banerjes, Babu Premotha Nath.
Sanerji, Mr. P,

Sasu, Babu Santesh Kumar.

B0ee, Babu Bsjay Krishna.

Bess, Mr. Subhas Chandra.
Chakraburtty, Babu Jatindra Nath.
Chatterjos, Brijut
Chatterji, Babu Amarencranath.
Chaudhuri, Maulvi Ashrafuddin,
Chowdhury, Maulvi Abdul @hani.
Das, Dr. Mahini Mehar.

Des Qupta, Or. 4. M.

Sutt, Babu Saral Kumar.

Ganguli, Babu Pratu! Chandre.
Ghoss, Babu Amarendra Nath,
Qupts, Mr. Jegesh Chandra.
Makim, Maulvi Abdut.

Nashemy, Maulvi Syed Jaialuddin.
Moqus, Kaxi Emdadul,

Khan, Babu Debendra Lst,
Mazumdar, Mr. Birendranath.
Maitra, Babu Surendra Mahan,

Mukherjos, Srijut Tarahknath.

Nag, Babu Suk Lal.

Naskor, Sabu Hem OChandra.

Pain, Badu Sareda Prisamna.

Pal Choudhuri, Mr. Ran;it.

Poeddar, Mr. Ananda Mehan.

Rahman, Maulvi Azizer.

Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar.

Rey, Kumar Shib Shekh: reswar.

Ray, Srijut Radha Gavinda.

Ray Chaudhuri, Babu Sanal Kumar.

Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath.

Rey, Dr. Bidhan Chandra.

Ray, Mr. 0. N.

Rey, Mr. Kiran Sankar,

Roy, Mr. Sadhan Chandrz.

Ray Choudhuri, Baou Mom Chandra.

Roy Cheudhuri, Rai Sakadur Satysndrs
Nath.

Sasdatulish, Maulvi Muhammad.

S1mad, Maulvi Abdus.

Sarker, Sabu Naliniranjan,

Son Qupta, Mr. 4. M.

singh, Srijut Ta) Bahadur.

Yarhathirtha, Kavirs] Bimaianands, Pundit

Maitrs, Srijut Jegendrs Nath, Shushan.
Moshkorjos, Mr. Syamaprosad.
NOES.
Ali, Wr. Altaf, Huseain, Maulvi Latafat.

Barms, Rai Sahib Panchanan,

Slair, Wr. J. R,

Cassolls, Mr. A,

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Atimus-
aman.

Chauehuri, Khan Bakad.r Maulvi Makeur
Rahman.

Chowdbury, Naji Bagi Ahmed.

Cohon, Mr. D. J.

Oelman, Mr. E. .

Oain, Wr. &. R,

Dash, Mr. A. 4.

Zassen, Mr. Q. A.

Pareqel, Khas Bakeder K, @, M.

Paziullah, Mavivi Muhammad.

Parrester, NMr. 4. Camphell.

Shesk, Wr. M. C.

Ghuznavi, the Hen'ble Alhad] Sir Absel

horim,
Ollohrist, e, R, N,
CGuba, Mr. P, N.
Qurner, Mr. C. W,
Hogs, Mr. @. P.
Mephywe, Mr. W. &

Hug, Khan Sabid Maulvi Saziul.

Inseh, Nr. J.

Jenking, Dr. W. A,

Karim, Maulvi Abdwl.

Kasom, Maulvi Abul

Khan, Khan Sakidb Mauivi Muazzam Al
Khan, Maulvi Tamizeddin,

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman.

Laird, Mr. R. 8.

Lamb, Wr. T,

Leslis, Mr. M.

Mallin, Mr. Mukunda Behari.

MeAlpin, the Men'ble Mr N. €.

Mitter, the HNen'dSle Sir Provash Chunder.
Meberly, the Nea'dle Mr. A, N

Nag, Reoversnd B. A.

Nazimuddia, Mr. Khwaja.

Ormend, Wr. & C.

Philip, Wr. 4. V.

Rahman, Mr. & P,

Rabhman, Mr. A. P. . Abdw
Hay Ohaughuri, Mr. X. C.

Ress, Nr. Q. P.

Rey, Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh.
Ray, Mr. Sara! Kumer.

Rushtorth, Mr. P. V.

Sarher, Sir Jadunath.

Sarker, Rai Bahid Nebati Mehan.



Shah, -um Abdui Hamid. Tate, Major General Sedtrey.
Shinner, I 8. A. ‘ Thompeon, Mr. W. H.
Solaiman, Masivi Muhammad. Travers, Mr. W, L.
Stapieten, Mr. 8. €. Twynam, Me, M. J.

The Ayes being 51 and the Noes 61 the following motiou was lost :

* This Council recommends to the Government that it should imme-
diately remove the appointed Chairman of the District Board of
Bankura, and restore to the people the right of electing their own
Chairman.”

[At 4445 p.m. the Council was adjourned for praver and it reassembled
at b p.m.]

Motion for adjournment of the Business of the Ceuncil,

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: T beg to move the motion that
stands in my name, viz., that the business of the Council be adjourned
for the purpose of discussing the recent mill strikes near Calcutta,
the situation thus created, the disturbances and consequent loss of
life that have arisen in connection thsrewith.

I must at the outret make it perfectly clear to the members of this
House that I am not a Labour leader, bogus or real. I do not belong
to any trade union. 1 have not had any converwation before 1 put the
motion for accepiance to the President. I did not have any conversa-
tion with any Lahour members except two of my hon'ble friends, Mr. K.
(. Ray Chaudhuri and Maulvi Latafat Hossain, members who have
been nominated by (overnment to represent Labour in this Council. T
claim that I, as a representative of the municipalities to the north of
Calcutta wherein lie the mills which have now closed down on account
of the strike, have a right to represent their grievances in this Couneil.
T have represented this constituency not once, not twice but the membera
of my constituency, 60 per cent. of whom are workers in these mills,
have sent me here for the third time and have shown their confidence in
me. 1 had the privilege of knowing them intimately both in my profes-
sional capacity and otherwise and 1 am aware of the life they lead in
these mill areas, the surroundings amidst which they work from day to
day. I know the mental outlook of most of these workers who look to
their lot in life as a matter of kismet, who work there day in and day
out without murmur and without grumbling. Therefore it is not only
my privilege but my duty to put the whole matter regarding the strike
before the members of this House.

There is another reason why I have brought this motion before the
House. T as a member of the Congres Council Party have got an obli-
gation, a duty to perform. Now one of the duties cast on us by our
pledges is to secure a proper adjustment of the rights of the capitalists
and of the labourers inside the Legislature. A strike of this magnitude
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is surely, an indication that there is a clash between the interests of the
employer and the employee. There are the demands of the labourers
on the one hand and the obduracy of the capitalists on the other. I know
that in this fight the odds are against tho workers. In this struggle 1
admit capital has as much its own rights and privileges as labour. Ordi-
narily speaking we outsiders should not lightly interfere in a dispute
of this character unless it is in the interests of a higher objective,
namely, to secure peace and orderly progress. I have, therefore, in
discussing this question framed four issuss:—

1. Has this widespread strike gone beyond the ordinary limit, the
ordinary form of trial of strength between the employer and the
employeef Has it reached a stage at which the l.egislature might very
well claim in the interests of peace and good will that they should step
in and say that this strike must end at the earliest opportunity, and
that a proper adjustment must take place in the relationship between
capital and labour?

2. My second issue is: Assuming for the purpose of argument that
the mills are private concerns, have the public any right to insist on
the demands of two lakhs of people heing properly considered and satis-
factorily met?

3. The third proposition is: Is it not the Government’s duty to
take the public into their confidence and to investigate the essential
causes of the strike, to use their influence in removing these causes, to
restrain those initially responsible for the strike and to prevent its
recurrence ?

4. Has the action so far taken by the members of (Government bheen
such as to indicate that there is a desire on the part of (Government to
gag, to curtail and to control the infant labour movement in the interests
of the capitalists?

I admit that the causes of the strike involve questions which are of
a complicated character. In a jute mill the workers are paid either
according to the number of hours they work, or according to the amount
of outturn they put in, in the course of a week. Rates also vary in
different mille. There are some who have workers working on one-
shift system and others who have a two-shift system. Sometime back,
as I have ascertained from inquiries, the number of days on which the
mills are kept open was reduced to four days a week. Besides the rates
the workers receive a bonus which they call war bonus; they also receive
what is called a cut bonus depending upon the amount of work done hy
» particular labourer; they also receive a khoraki at the end of the
week obviously to compensate for the unemployed days of the week or
enforced idleness of the labourers. Early in July the mills proposed to
increase their working hours from 54 to 60 per week. The wages
calculated to be paid to different workers varied in different mills. The
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majority of the mill owners, I believe, agreed to pay an-increased rate
to the workers depending upon the increased number of hours and the
increased amount of work done by them, but the majority refused to a
proportionate increase in the cut bonus or to continue giving thew a
khoraki. The situation in the Barrackpore mill area ix that a long
chain of mills from Halishahar in the north to Garden Reach in the
south are lying idle. They have closed down throwing no less than 2
lakhs of labourers out of work. There are no less than 30 mills in the
area, of which as far as I hava heen able to gather, 3 are still working.
I shall refer to these 3 later on. More than 30 thousands looms, it is
calculated, are not working. I toured round my own constituency two
days ago and it seemed to me that there was a calm in that area, a calm
which is seen before a storm. At a conference held on Monday in the
Bhatpara municipal office Mr. K. C. Ray Chaudhuri, our Labour
member, is reported to have said that as President of the Kankinara
Labour Union he gave notice to the mill authorities in May last for the
consideration of the demands of the lahourers. Dr. Miss Dus GGupta,
President of the Bengal Jute Workers' Union, issued a statement on
the 22nd July in the Press in which also she drew the attention of the
mill authorities to the needs and demands of the labourers. These
demands include the payment of cut bonus, a bonus proportionate to
the extra 6 hours’ work which were demanded by them from the lst
July last. Their demand consisted in the continuance of the provision
of the khoraki also. I do not for this moment refer to the other demands
which they have made, demands for higher wages, demand for more
leisure and better housing and maternity benefits and for abolishing
corruption, etc. These demands 1 understand have heen formulated
from time to time by Labour members of Parliament who have visited
these mill areas. I personally interviewed a large number of the
workers, not as a representative of the mill authorities, not as a repre-
sensative of Government, nor even as a representative of Labour unions
but I simply spoke to them as members of my constituency. 1 know
them intimately and most of them tried to explain to me—although they
looked very sullen—their point of view. I have already said that they
insisted on an increase proportionate to the bonus and the continuance
of the khoraki. They also suggested that in future if possible their
wages, including the war bonus, the cut bonus, the khoraki and the rates,
should be consolidated on the basis of the present method of paying by
piece work, so that they might know what they are to expect from the
mills from week to week for their labours. While they were narrating
these grievances I could discern in them a spirit of grave misgiving
which led me to suspect that they did not helieve in the assurances
given them by mill managers. In fact some of them made it perfectly
clear that they would like to have a written assurance from the
authorities. I know that the mill owners would put forward the argu-
ment that the khoraki was given at a time when the workers were
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staying idle, but now that they are working for 5} days a week they
must not ask for khoraki. They say that although they are not increas-
ing the cut honus every individual worker as a matter of fact would
be getting, by working 60 hours a week, a larger sum than they used
to get before July, but I say, Sir, if such hours of work on the part
of the labourers mean an increase in the profits of mill owners—a
profit which sometimes amounts to 75 per cent. or more—one can very
well ask why the workers should not share in this additional profit.

516 p.m.

The increases in rates have been admitted it is true. Why not the
bonus also, why should khorski not be continued, even although the
khoraki might have heen given at a time, when on account of the slump
in the market, the mill authorities have to reduce the number of days
of work from five days to four days in the week? If the mill owners
had reduced the number of hours of work and left the workers idle it
was for their own interest that they did so. When they asked the
workers to work for longer hours, they did so in their own interest.
They did so because they know that they would be able to sell the in-
creased production. If such be the case, the worker should be made a
partner in the game not only where such work is concerned, bhut also
where profits are concerned. Sir, it is a well-known rule that the rates
which the employee gets follow the law of demand and supply, but that
should not prevent the worker from representing his grievances even
when the odds are against him. This is the origin of the strike. T
have satisfied myself that two or the three mills where the strike has
not taken place nre paying increasing rate, increasing honus and in-
creasing cut honuses.

Mr, PRESIDENT: Dr. Roy, your time is up.

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Muy I have two o1 three minutes

more, Sir?
Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes.

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: This strike has obviously developed
slowly. It started in some of the Jagatdal group of mills nearly three
weeks ago and it has gradually affected one mill af:er the other. This
fact would show that the strike is not a preconceived action of mischief-
mongers or communists but is the result of the appreciation by the
labourers of the helpless vonditions they are in. They have come to
know that ‘‘ Heaven helps those who help themselves.”” The strike is
not limited to the mills on the eastern bank of the Hooghly but also have
affected the mills on the other side.
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Unioms have started their work on behalf of these strikers. I am
not here to analyse their activities or their motives nor are these
materials before me to express a judgment. But I do know that the
Government has intervened even before the recent disturbances took
place in Gouripore Mill resulting in loss of lives. The Government
officers on the other side of the Hooghly have served mnotices under
section 144 and intend, I am told, using the powers of the section 107,
I am told that the Subdivisional Officer in the Champduni urea has taken
personal interest in this matter and has sided with the capitalists. I
do not know how far the report is true that he with policemen had been
to the cooly lines, forcing the men to get to work in the factories. 1
have heen told that the Subdivisional Officer of Hooghly hax been hold-
ing court in the Manager's bungalow for the purposes of institution of
actions under section 107. These are matters which raive very serious
issues. Here are the workers anxious to raise their wages and wrest
from the unwilling hands of the employers what they considered to bhe
their dues.

Sir, we all should watch with keen interest, perhaps such a struggle
but should keep our hands off so long as the struggle is just and fair on
both the sides. The Government can step in if there is any breach of
peace. TIf there is any, the Government should take steps to consider
who are responsible for such breaches of peace and who should be re-
strained. Sir, the common law in every land recognises the place of
justification for many actions that we do, and the motives that prompted
these actions. Even a murderer gets the benefit under such conditions.
Therefore, in a matter like this one may pertinently ask, whether such
action on the part of the officers of the Government, as indicated above,
cannot be construed as one indicative of an undue leaning towards the
capitalists. The issue of restraining orders may affect the situation only
superficially but undue exercise of them is bound to create an impression
that they are devoted against the rising activities of the lahour unions
and against the formation of strong trade umion bodies, which have
become to-day a power in the land whence cometh the present rules of
this country. The British officers of the Government cannot forget the
steps by which power in their country has greatly gone over from the
Crown and aristocracy to the labourers anl the workers, Is it not a
fact that any student of history if placed in the position of trust and
power would utilise them for the purpose of avoiding a similar result
in this country? That is the situation which we are faced with to-day
and which I ask the members of the Council to consider.

I desire to bring before the House the events that happened on
Tuesday last outside the Gouripore Mill area. I have tried as carefully
as was possible to——

(Here the member, having reached his time-limit, resumed his seat).

19
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Mr. R. B. LAIRD: Sir, it is perhaps unfortunate that the question
of jute mill strikes has been raised in the Bengal Legislative Council,
and it is to be hoped, in the discussion which is now taking place, that
as little as possible will be said which will prejudice negotiations
between employers and employees.

In comnection with these strikes, which have unfortunately spread
extensively during the past week, I wish to make a brief statement.

In the case of certain mills in the Bhatpara district, certain demands
were put forward, and these demands, after some demur, were met in
full by the Managing Agents concerned. A notice to this effect was
posted on the mill gates, but in spite of this the workers have up to now
not resumed, and the position, so far as these particular mills are con-
cerned, is in the nature of a deadlock.

At practically all other mills which have gone on strike during the
current week, certain adjustments were made after the mills went on
to extended working hours, but since the actual strikes no demands have
been made by the workers. So far as my information goes, no grievances
or demands have been put forward, and the workers having ceased to
operate, negotiations of any kind have been made practically impossible.

This is certainly the case with the particular group of mills with
which I am concerned, three of which are on strike. At these mills no
demands of uny description have beeen made, und in the absence of
female workers, whe were undoubtedly intimida:ed, we had no option but
to close down.

This intimidation of female workers is in the nature of a new depar-
ture so far as these strikes are concerned, and as the mills must have all
departments running if manufacture is to continue, it is obvious that
under these conditions the mills must eventually close down.

At the meetings which have been held and which are still being held
in the various districts, the women have been told that in the event
of returning to work, they will be molested in various ways, both on
entering and leaving the mill compounds.

In discussions which T have had with various sections of lahour it has
been indicated to me in very plain language—

() that the operatives wish to work;
(2) that they are contented with wages paid; and
(3) that they have no demands to put forward;

but that owing to outside interference in some shape or other, they are
being prevented from working.

That, Sir, is the exact state of affairs not only in Titaghur district,
where there is a population of over 60,000 people, but it is also the
position obtaining in other affectzd areas.



1929.] - MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 201

During the past month various pamphlets, issued from an sddress in
Harrisor Road, have been broadcast in the mill areas, and these pamph.
lets, without exception, have been a misstatement of facts. They
generally conclude with a long list of demands, which it would be
impossible to comply with, and which, if conceded, would have the
effect of making trade, so far as the jute mills are concerned, an abso-
lute impossibiiity,

Apart from these demands, however, I would again repeat that it is
my experience that none of these have emanated from the workers them-
selves, nor have they even been discussed with the Managing Agents or
ALill Managers.

One question that has been given considerable stress to is the
standardisation of wages, and in this connection I will try to explain
how complex a problem this is.

In my opinion, wages must vary for at least six sound reasons, and
these are—

(1) the situation of the mill;

12) method of manufacture;

(3) accommodation provided for workers;
(#) medicul attention;

19) supply of water; and

6) supply of electric light.

Dealing with the first question, viz., the situation of the mill, it is the
case that the cost of living in the Calcutta area is higher than is the case
20 miles either north or south of Calcutta. At practically all of the mills
outside Calcutta, workmen's houses are provided in several cases free of
charge, while there is in certain congested districts, owing chiefly to
lack of «pace, very little in the way of accommodation provided. This,
of course, means that the workers have to find their own quarters, for
which rents have to be paid, and the result is a higher rate of wage.

The water supply is likewise 8 most important point, and at most
mills this is provided free and in unlimited quantities to the workers.

In this connection an incident oocurred the other day when those
responsible for the intimidation of women were not satisfled with their
efforts, and made a determined effort to bring out the boiler house
workers and firemen, These employees explained that if they ceased
work, the supply of water in the bazaar would stop, and this had the
immediate effect of these particular workers being left in peace to
attend to their respective duties.
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There are various other phases in connection with the demand for
standardisation of wages, too numerous to go into in detail, and my
object in raising this question is simply to illustrate how impossible the
proposition is.

While on the subject of wages, there is another curious feature in
connection with the present strikes, and that is the refusal of the workers
to take payment of the money due to them.

At Titaghur this morning we had all in readiness for the distribution
of wages, but nobody put in an appearance. I leave this House to draw
their own conclusions as to why this state of affairs obtains, and as to
how the unfortunate workers are managing to carry on. Sir, it is my
opinion that it is a case of ahsolute intimidation. The present strike, to
my mind, as also in the opinion of all members of the Indian Jute Mills
Association, is not in the true sense of the word a trade dispute, but a
strike engineered by outside interference.

One publication issued yesterday explained exactly the commercial
aspect of the strike so far as buyers of goods are concerned.

630 p.m.

Sir, T am convinced that the jute mill worker generally is a content-
ed per+on and that, if not interfered with, is likely to remain so.

The Managing Agents have been accused of being reticent in con-
nection with the present strike, and for not explaining to the public
what the actual state of affairs is. Sir, the general public know as
much as we ourselves do, and until such time as the workers actually
resumue vperations, I fail to see bow any fresh light can be thrown on
the position,

As Chairman of the Indian Jute Mills Association, I can inform this
House that the Managing Agents of the mills on strike are paying, as
they always have been willing to do, correct proportionate increased
remuneration for the extra hours worked. I would also mention that
khoraki has never been stopped.

So far as working hours are concerned, it may interest the House to
know something about the actual position in the mills. Although the
machinery actually runs 60 hours per week in single shift mills and 120
hours per fortnight in double shift mills, the actual hours of individuals
are not to this extent. There ake sufficient extra hands employed to
permit of intervals of rest to practically all workers. So far as single
shift mills are concerned, labour in actual practice does not work more
than 10 hours per day, while with regard to double shift workers,
females never exceed 9 hours per day, i.e., 38 hours and 46 hours in
alternate weeks, and every third week hardly average 8 hours per day
for four or five days as the case may be.
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With regard to male labour in double shift mills, the hours ars
naturally somewhat longer, but do not exceed 44 hours in a four-day and
54 hours in a five-day week.

Surely, these hours of labour in both systems of work cannot in any
way be termed excessive,

A statement appeared in the newspapers the other day, issued by
Miss Probhabati Das Gupta, which dealt with the question of wages and
the complexities of details in connection with how the various wages of
the different workers are made up. It is surely sufficient to say in this
connection what I have already said, namely, that the Managing Agents
of the mills on strike are paying correct proportivnate incressed remu-
neration for the extra hours worked, and I feel certain that if there are
cases where wages are slightly out of proportion, this is a matter
which can be very easily rectified on the management being asked to do
so. Our trouble so far hax heen the total absence of bona fide grievances
on the part of the workers, and this House will, I am sure, readily admit
that unless negotiations are possible as hetween employers and employees
that misunderstandings are bound to obtain.

In the article referred to, the question of maternity benefits is raised,
and I have no hesitation in stating that such benefits are paid by cer-
tein Monaging Agents. I am alsc quite sure that in the event of other
Managing Agents being approached in this connection, that any requests
for maternity benefits are almost certain to receive favourable consi-
deration. At several mills I know of, clinics in charge of qualified lady
doctors have been started in recent years, and I can ulso assure the
House that further progress in this connection is now being made at
various other mills. In these clinics, as in the case of mill dispensaries,
treatment and medicines are given free of charge, and at one particular
clinic, with which the Company I represent is concerned, the daily attend-
ance figures are not only very large but are increasing. This particular
clinio I refer to has now been in operation for the past 7 or 8 years.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Sir, in order to understand the
strike situation in the jute mills, we must understand what is meant by
the single shift and the double shift system, and what difference it
makes to the workers. In the single shift system, a labourer works for
11 hours a day from 5-30 a.m. to 11 a.m., i.e., 6} hours, and again from
130 p.m. to 7 p.m., i.e., another 5} hours. The labourers in a single
shift mill worked before the 1st of July for 11 hours for 4 days, and 10
hours for another day in the week, i.e., 54 hours during one week.
According to the louble shift system, which varies in different mills,
the mills run for 134 bours, the full time allowed under the Factory
Rules. In these mills, the labourers work for 9 to 93 hours a day for
four days in one week and five days in another week, alternately. Under
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the single shift system, 6 men are employed per loom on an average,
while under the double shift system 9 men are employed per loom on an
average. So, the average number of workers employed under the single
shift system per thousand looms works up to 6,000, and under the double
shift system to 9,000. Therefore, Sir, when there is a conversion of a
mill from a double shift to a single shift system, one-third of the workers
pre sacked. It will also appear that according to this calculation, if
justice is to be done to the workers, they ought to be paid under the single
shift system 1} times the wage they get under the double shift system.

Sir, it has been said that the mill-owners are not aware what the
demands of the workers are and what their difficulties are. The &iffi-
culties can be understood if we go back to the fact that some time after
the Great War—«ince 1920—the mills have been steadily reverting
from the double shift to the single shift system, and the result of it has
been that the wages of the workers have heen reduced The workers
have also been deprived of their employment, because a lesser number
of men has heen required, ani when unemployment increases there is a
corresponding decrease in wages. Bribery and corruption also increase,
as o result of the efforts made by those who waunt to retain their service
in the mills. Therefore, it is very well known that a strike occurs when.
ever the mill-owners revert from the double shift to the single shift
system.

I may also tell the House how the influential group of jute mills,
which are members of the Jute Mills Association, have worked in the
past. Soon after the War, the mills not only began to revert to the
single shift system but also to restrict the hours of work and production,
i order not to give up their profit. The millowners of the group of
mills which are members of the Association further decided that they
would not increase the number of their mills, or looms, or spindles.
When new mills were started by people who did not belong to the
Association, they found that it was no use trying to restriet their pro-
duction, and therefore they have now reverted to the single shift system
and increased the hours of work from 54 to 60 per week. They now pro.
pose to employ only 8 men where they used to employ 9, but there
has not been a corresponding increase in the salary. That is the real
reason behind this strike.  Of course, the question of khoraki and “ cut ”
bonus is also very important. Sir, only one thing will illustrate the un-
fairness of the bonus. By increasing the time from 54 to 60 hours, they
are increasing the number of pieces by one, though they are not paying
the bonus. Though they are getting 10 pieces in place of 9, they are
not paying the bonus which they paid even for 9. This was clearly
detected by the workers when, in the Jagatdal group of mills,
the workers started their work, and, after three weeks’ work, when they
went to collect their wages, they found that in spite of the extended
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hours of work they were paid lass than they used to get before. So this
strike sitnation is not, as Mr. Laird wants this House to believe, the
work of outside interference. The strike is clearly the result of a policy
that is being pursued by the jute mill-owners in orcer to keep up their
profit. The jute millowners are reverting from the double shift system
to the single shift system; and, as I have already said, it puts out one-
third of the employees out of employment. It is well known to this
group that there is chronic unemployment in the jute mill area of
about 60,000 workers, whereas the total jute mill workers in the area are
between 340,000 and 370,000 men. It is rather surprising that
Mr. Laird has said that they are not aware of the demands of the
workers. They are very well known. First of all as a result of this
reversion from double to single shift sys:em, there is insecurity of
service, as the number of unemployed men averages about a crore, Then,
a labourer is dismissed without any notice when he has not satisfied either
a sardar or a mill assistant, because it is known to the mill authorities that
there is plenty of unemployed men on whom they can lay their hands.
Therefore, Sir, the renl—the greatest—reason of this restlessness amangst
the workers is the insecurity of service. They get a month’s pay in lieu of
notice, or an inquiry in cases of gross misconduct. If that is their de-
mand, T do not think every impartial man, who does not want the workers
to he simply at the mercy of their employees, will say that this is not a
reasonable demand. Taking advantage of the unemployment consequent
upon a reversion to the single shift system from the double shift system,
they levy undue fines for the least bad work. In some cases they have
fined even one rupee.

Further, there is bribery and corruption rampunt in all the mills.
The unemployed labhourers in order to get employment have got to pay
from Rs. 10 to Rs. 50 to the sardars, and, after they get into service,
they have to pay the sardars every month a contribution of eight annas
or o rupee, in order to retain their ervice. This latter sum is shared
with the babus, if not with the mill assistants. This is a grievance
which is well known. ‘

545 p.m.

Then, there is the question of corporal punishment and the question
of low wages generally. These workers demand a reduction of hours,
and they demand 8 hours’ work a day for 5§ days. That is, however, a
matter which can be adjusted mutually, Then, Sir, the main agitation
amongst them is not to revert to the single shift system where double
shift system prevailed and we know that at least in the big mills at
Bowria and Fort Gloucester, where really the fight started, the trouble
arose not on account of outside interferenca, but on account of reversion
from the double shift to the single shift system. There way the shoot-
ing, there were all the forces of Government on the side of the capitalists,
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and the poor workers had ultimately to go to the wall. There are other
grievances, such as maternity benefit, half-pay on sick leave, etc. If I
remember aright, Mr. Rose, in speaking some time back, pointed out that
the workers got 4 months’ leave. I was very much amused when I
heard that. Since then I made inquiries about this 4 months’ leave and
1 found that it was enforced leave, because no work was to be found,
and not that leave was granted to them. Then there is the demand for
better housing. When the workers made a demand like this, has the
(Government ever asked the employers whether the demand of the poor
workers is a legitimate demand or not? Now, from whom are they
making this demand? They are making this demand from Messrs.
Kinnison and Company who pay a dividend of 40 per cent. They are
making the demand from companies who during the War time and for
some time after made profits between 100 and 200 per cent., and they
are making the demand from companies, who, if we refer to the Capital
of August 8, have all made profits of not less than 30 to 70 per cent.

Then, Sir, what do these mill-owners say? They now say that they
are ready to consider the demands of the workers, but they have secured
a reserve of 150 crorex, and they can easily close down the mills and pay
dividends for 25 years to come. When they are making such huge
profits, is it not the duty of (fovernment, I ask in all seriousmess, to
exercise their influence on the side of the poor workers when they come
forward with their grievances, and not to range themselves on the side
of the capitalists by lending them their armed police, But what do we
find now? KEverywhere the police are busy guarding the mills and mill
arens, Sir, I had an occasion to go to Hooghly, Serampore and other
courts in order to release the men who have been taken in custody and
who have been asked to find security for Rs. 2,000 for the simple fact
that they are employees of jute mill unions. They were there to lay
before the management the legitimate grievances of the workers.

The learned mover has referred to the conduct of the Subdivisional
Officer——

(Here the member having reached his time-limit resumed his
seat.).

The Hon'ble Mr. M. C. MoALPIN: Sir, I wish to make a statement
at this stage of the debate on behalf of Government, in order to express
a hope that this debate will be conducted in such a manner that nothing
mway be said or done which will interfere with the settlement of the dis-
pute by the parties themselves.

In this connection I may be permitted to congratulate Dr. Bidhan
Chandra Roy on the moderation with which he opened the debate.
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Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: But the speech was cut short.

The Hon’ble Mr. M. C. McALPIN: The situation is complicated by
three factors:—

First, the basis on which wages for certain classes of workers, parti-
cularly weavers, are calculated is somewhat abstruse to persons
not immediately connected with the jute industry.

Second, the mills work on two different sys‘em, the single shift and
the double shift system.

Third, in the great majority of stoppages no statement of grievances
has been put forward by the workers themselves.

Tet me just account the salient features in the development of the
trouble. The first sign of trouble arose in the Bhatpara area in the
Alliance-Craig-Waverley Mills group and the Megna Mills. What
happened here was that the weavers refused to go on to the 60 hours’
week on the terms which had been decided on by the management. The
workers did not strike, they worked on the old syxtem but on the expiry
of 54 hours in the week they refused to work any more. This continued
till the 22nd July, when the weavers went into the mills, but it is
reported they idled instead of working to their ordinary capacity. On
the 22nd the management conceded the demands of the workers; but
the workers carried on in the same way, and the management had to
close down the mills. The closure was not a lock-out in the accepted
sense, as the mill authorities, (jovernment are informed, were quite will.
ing to take all the men back at any time, provided they were willing to
work on the ordinary standards.

The first actual strike that was reported was in the Baranagore area.
This strike started on the hth July owing to a dixpute arising from the
grievances of a section of spinners. The men resumed work on the Rth,
but went out again on the 9th, and have remained out since. This
strike, however, arose from a local cause but which was connected with
the change-over to the sixty hours' week. It was not connected with
the strikes further up the river. The trouble which started in the
Alliance-Megna Mills was confined to these till the heginning of August,
The first signs of the strike spreading were in the neighbouring Anglo-
India Mills. In these mills the closing down was gradual, but on the
2nd of August all the mills in this group had closed down. In the
meantime, trouble had broken out in the Sealdah area on the 20th July,
but in the mills there, the strikes have been par:ial. One mill closed
down, started again, and again closed down. Another closed down for
a verv brief period, restarted and has remained running. South of
Calcutts, two mills, Clive and Union South, went out, and s local dis
pute led to a stoppage of the Hastings Mill at Rishra. At the begin-
ping of this week many mills had to close. All the mills in Titagarh,
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Khardah and Shamnagar closed, with the others in the Bhatpara,
Kankinara and Naihati area, which had not hitherto stopped work. The
position to-day is practically unchanged. Soorah had to close down
yesterday, but Shamnagore opened with a partial staff this morning.
Thus the trouble has, with slight exceptions, been confined to the Sealdah
area and the area stretching from Baranagore to Naihati.

In practically all the latter stoppages no statement of grievances was
put forward by the workers. So far as can be ascertained, specific issues
have heen raised only in the Alliance-Megna strikers and in the two
localised cases of Hastings and Baranagore. In the Bhatpara area the
action of the weavers is reported to have led to the stoppages. The
some in true of Sealdah, but in Titagarh, Kankinara and Shamnagore,
the stoppages have heen caused by the abstention of the women workers.
Leaflets have been distributed in the mill areas containing various de-
mands. Mr, Taird has told us that the mill-owners are prepared to
discuss whatever atatement of grievances are put hefore them by their
workers, and they have guaranteed to give their workers their correct
proportionate wages if they get into touch with them. This should
form a firm basis for negotiations, and if negotiations can be entered
into, there is a good prospect of peace. Government arc carefully and
anxiously watching the situation, and they hope that nothing will be
said in this debate which will prejudice the prospects of peace, which is
the object and aim of all of us.

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: Sir, the Hon'ble Mr. McAlpin
congratulated Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy on his moderate speech.
Personally, I doubt if it is a compliment at all. In any case I believe
that if the Hon'ble Member had an opportunity of hearing Dr. Roy till
the end of his speech, he might have an occasion to change his opinion
with regard to that, and it is a pity that the bell rang when he was
attempting to develop the most important subject, that is loss of life
and attendant suffering that has arisen out of the strike situation
in the mill areas. Sir, everybody in this House is aware that a few
davs ago there was a fracas between the strikers on the one-hand and
a certain number of unknown agents on the other. They have been
described by some people as Pathans and others as mill.guards. I
believe in one paper, which is not a Congress organ nor a nationalist
paper, they are described as mill-guards. In any case, I think, the
public have a right to know whether these I'athans are really mill-
guards or simply money-lenders with whom we are familiar in Calcutta.
There is particular reason why one should feel disinclined to regard
them as merely money-lenders and not as mill-guards. We find that
the trouble urose between these Pathans and the strikers from Jagatdal.
The strikers from Jagatdal had gone to Gouripore to persuade their
fellow mill workers there to join them, A fracas arose between them
snd the Pathans,
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A fracas arose between the strikers from Jagatdal when they had
gone to Gouripore and the Pathans who were prowling about there.
Consequently there is no reason to believe that there is any relation
in the matter of money-lending between the Pathans and the workers
from Jagatdal. Certdin facts have been disclosed in the courts at
Barrackpore, particularly in the evidence of an Inspector and & Sub-
Inspector of Police which really lend colour to the suspicion entertained
in certain quarters that these people were not really money-lenders but
that they had some connection either as mill-guards or in some other
capacity with the mill authorities. Whatever it is, Government ought
to inquire into it and the public have a right to be satisfied regarding
the real character of these Pathans. We know to our cost the
unfortunate development that arose in Bombay some months ago where
a similar situation took place as a result of the fracas between the
strikers and the armed guards employed by the mill authorities. I
believe everyone in this House will agree with me that we have no
desire that the incidents that occurred in Bombay should be repeated
in and near about Culcutta, and for thdt reason it is necessary to take
a prompt action with regard to this incident.

One of the speakers—I think it was Mr. Laird—tried to make out
that there was really no cause for the workers to go on strike; that the
strike had heen engineered by outside interference and that intimida-
tion had been at work. Waell, Sir, it is true that intimidation has
been at work but the question is who is practising this intimidation,
Are not certain members of the police resorting to intimidation? I
think I can prove to any honest body of people that the members of
the police had been practising intimidation on the workers. It is no
news to this country that whenever unfortunately there is a labour
dispute the agents of Government, the police, always side with the
capitalists. No wonder. We have it from Lord Curzon that adminis-
tration and exploitation must go hand in hand and this will go on
until we are a free people. The hon'ble member who questioned
whether there was a real, genuine, cause for a strike, himself made
certain admissions in his speech which show that even according to
him there are certain grievances. He said that in some of the mills
the maternity benefits were not allowed and if the Managing Agents
were approached they would certainly remove that grievance. That
was his own admission. As far as I remember, I did not catch his
words properly, but he said if the Managing Agents were approached
they would also rectify other grievances. So we have it from his own
lips that there are certain grievances.

The question is when did the trouble really start. I believe there

are many members in this House who know that mearly eight months
ago the trouble was brewing: $he troubls was brewing mainly because
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of the apprehension of the workers even as early as a year ago that
sometime in 1929, there would be a change from the double shift
system to a single shift system in many of the mills. It was
apprehended in many quarters not only in the ranks of labour but
in many other quarters as well, that as soon as that conversion from
the double shift to the single shift took plack there would be an
occasion for the workers to go on strike. Apart from that there is a
long-standing grievance. I know the condition of these workers in
many of these mills. Personally I have had on several occasions to
visit them in some of the slums and I know the horrible condition
under which the Hindu and Mussalman mill-hands have to work and
live. But there is unother side of the picture, Sir.

We find that these mill authorities are making crores and crores of
money. Have not the workers a right to ask for a living wage and a
decent condition of life? If the hon’ble members sitting opposite
admit that right in the case of their own countrymen, why should not
they admit the same right in the case of the coloured people? We
have had it from no less an authority than several members of
Parliament, Mr. Mardy Jones, Mr. Johnston and others, who had visited
these hovels that the condition of the slums in the jute mills is simply
horrible, and they are all the more horrible when one considers for a
single moment the huge profit made by these mills. If the mills were
unable to pay such thumping dividends I could understand their
difficulties, but there is no such difficulty. On the other hand they
make crores and crores of rupees, but they will not give a decent living
wage to the Indian worker who asks for nothing more at present. I
am afraid if this modest and moderate demand is not conceded now in
full, the time will come, and that time is not far off, when these
workers will no longer be content with this modest demand but will
put forward a bigger claim for the ultimate ownership of capital. As
India stands to-day the workers feel that their demands are quite
moderate and, to put it in a nutshell, their demand is for a bare decent
living wage simply. I believe no fair-minded man will deny them
this right particularly in view of the fact that these mills are for
years and years making huge profits.

One word with pegerd to the attitude of Government. I have
already said quite clearly that Government have not been as impartial
as they ought to have been in this matter. On the other hand, in
vertain areas the agents of Government have openly sided with the
mill authorities and have gone out of their way in order to check the
legitimate uctivities of the labour leaders and the labourers. I know
this from my own experience at Budge Budge where a labour meeting
was to be held. An order was promulgated under section 144 thers
also. This curious section is employed for the purpose of checking
the legitimate activitiea of the labour leaders and labourers. QGovern.
ment can easily take sction under the Trade Disputes Act and the
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present situation is such that there is sufficient reason for doing so.
There has been a loss of life and there is a reasonable apprehension
that the conditions which prevailed in Bombay several months ago
might be repeated in and near about Caleutta. It is for this reason
I would demand of Government as an act of bere justice that they
should intervene and see to it that the strike is terminated as early as
possible. I do not believe in an appeal, I stand on my nghts and I
demand that Government should intervene as soon as possible in order
to bring about a satisfactory and honourable settlement of the dispute,
If they do not desire to do that let them throw the Trade Disputes
Act into the waste paper basket. They may go further and say: Let
there be an arbitration and if either party rejects the proposal then
that party will certainly stand condemned in the eves of the whole
of India. T repeat once more that the demand of the jute workers is
the most moderate demand, and even if this demand is not conceded
to-day they may begin by asking for bigger things. As things stand
to-day the dispute can be settled if this modest and moderate demand
is conceded and I believe (overnment have a duty in this matter. Tt
is not fair on the part of Government to join hands with the mill
authorities; it is for them to side with the workers and bring ahout a
happy and honourable solution of this dispute.

Mr. T. LAMB: Mr. President, my friend, Mr. Laird, has told you
that it is his opinion that the present strike is not in the true sense
of the word a trade dispute but is a strike which has been engineered
by outside interferenve. He has dealt with the matter broadly, but
with your permussion, Sir, I will give details of the strike from the
beginning so that the House may understand and appreciate all that
has taken place. It has been stated that the Jagatdal area is the
nerve centre of the present trouble. There the strike really started
and from there it has spread to present dimensions. I am intimately
connected with the Jagatdal area as my residence was there until
quite recently, and as the firm with which I am associated are
Managing Agents of four mills which have been frequently mentioned
during the strike, these are Alliance, Alexandra, Waverley and Craig.
In addition to these there are alio the Megna Mills, Anglo-India Mills
and Auckland Mill. That group comprises the Jagatdal area and the
Kankinarrah group is immediately to the north, the dividing line
being merely a wall. These two groups have a total of 9,000
looms equal to 50,000 workers and run practically in an unbroken line
from south to north. Up to the time of the presemt trouble the workers
were happy and content and relations between workers and manage-
ment have always been of the best. As everyone kmows the change
from 54 hours to 60 hours’ working is blamed for what has taken place
but I hope to show that there have been and still exist other factors.
Since 1921 the Indisn Jute Mills have been ruaning steadily at 64
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hours 8 week and the change from 54 to 60 hours as from 1st July was
forced upon the mills in order to retain for India trade which would
otherwise pass to Dundee and the Continent, to India’s loss. The
increased working hours meant a change in wages. Such changes
were intimated to the workers in good time prior to the change and
there was no protest from workers to the managements when the new
working hours began. There was no hint of any trouble until the
end of the first week. I am now talking of the Jagatdal group where
the trouble started. Anglo-India, Alliance, Megna, Waverley and
Craig are all single shift mills and that meant 5} days’ working. At
the end of the first five days Alliance, Megna, Waverley and Craig
weavers intimated that they had no desire to work five and a half days
on the scale of pay offered and stated they would not work more than
54 hours per week as previously. They cleaned up their looms and
walked out peacefully. There was no disturbance but they refused to
take their pay tickets. The following week the same thing happened
and also during the third week. This applies only to weavers—the
remainder of the labour being content to woik the extra hours and
were satisfied with wages psid. Meantime during these weeks Anglo-
India and Alexandra had continued to work the full 60 hours without
any trouble, and it is important to note the weavers’ wages at these
mills had been calculated on precisely the same basis as at the mills
where they had refused to work 60 hours. Auckland Jute Mills also
had 1o complaint and no trouble. The complaint of the dissatisfied
weavers was that we had increased the number of cuts necessary to
obtain bonus whilst they desired that the number should remain as it
was for 54 hours, For the benefit of those who are not acquainted with
jute mill conditions I should explain that weavers in addition to
their ordinary pay are given a bonus when they take off a certain
number of “ cuts ”—a *cut” being 100 yards of cloth. Bonus terms
vary but we can take aus an example a weaver who during 54 hours’
working took off 9 cuts. For this he would receive say 12 annas in
addition to his puy. On going on to 60 hours’ working he was asked
to take off one cut more for the same bonus that iz 10 cuts. It is a
simple calculation. If a man can take off 9 cuts in 54 what shall he
take off in 60—310 cuts. As I have said the weavers objected to this
additional cut and that was the origin of the trouble so far as Jagatdal
was concerned. 1 have shown you that they worked peacefully for
three weeks but only for 54 hours and had not taken their pay tickets
during that time. On Monday, 22nd July, the Alliance, Megna,
Waverley and Craig weavers returned to their work but did not really
work, stating that they had been told to do only half their usual work
for which they would receive at least Rs. 1-8 per day. That was the
beginning of what has been mildly termed outside interference. On
the same day the Managing Agents of the mills affected had a meeting
at which it was decided to meet the weavers’ demands in full. This
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information was immediately telephoned to the mills. The sardars
were sent for so that they might spread the news to the weavers. This
was dope and in addition notices to the same effect were placed on the
mill gates. Notwithstanding this the weavers returned next morning
and continued the tactics of the previous day. It was impossible for
the mills to run in this way and they closed down at 11 am. I
personally visited the mills and talked to the workers. They assured
me that they were satisfied with what had bean done and they had no
complaint to make and no further requests to put forward but they
would not return to work unless on the hookum of their Union, a
Cnion which I may say was born during the strike aud not to be
confused with that run by Mr. K. C. Ray Chaudhuri. Alexandrs,
Auckland and Anglo-India were still running with a full compliment
of labour and no trouble.  This did not please those who were on
strike, and what has been termed * peaceful ” picketing was openly
indulged in with a view of getting the other wmills of the district to
come out, but during that week these mills continued to work. On the
vight of Monday, 29th July, peaceful picketing was carried to
Alexandra coolie lines by 8 mob who made dire threats to the workers
of that mill if they continued to work. Result, next day Alexandra
was closed, but the following day, Wednesday, they were not molested
and work was resumed and carried on until 8 a.m. on Thursday, 1st
August, when a mob attempted to enter the mill to prevail upon the
workers to stop work.  The workers intimated thut they would
strenuously resist any such attempt, and in order to save trouble and
possible bloodshed the Manager closed down the mill and it has
remained closed. So called * peaceful picketing" was then turned on
AngloIndia Jute Mills with the usual threats and intimidation.
Women were threatened with assault and worse which I cannot mention
here, shop-keepers were threatened to have their shops looted if they
supplied workers with food and life generally made very unpleasant.
These methods prevailed and 4 Anglo-Indian mills closed down on the
following day, August 2nd.  Mills in the Kankinarrah district did
not resume on Monday, 5th August, due to causes similar to those
already explained. Titaghur district were in the same position and
have also been closed since Monday, the bth. It should be noted that
in regard to all the mills which I have mentioned only Alliance, Megna,
Waverley and Craig have put forward any grievance or demands to
the various managements. The demands of the first named have been
met 80 there is no good reason why they should not be working, and
the fact that others have put forward no demands show that they have
no grievance and that they are content with new conditions and wages
and we know that the great majority are willing to work if intimidation
is stopped and protection provided.

Now, Sir, the weavers of the Alliance, Megna, Waverley and Craig
Mills have drawn no wages since Friday, 28th June, which means they
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have four weeks' wages which have all along been available but to date
are unclaimed. It might be thought that they refused to accept them
as they are on the basis to which they objected, but this is not so as
the decision of 22nd July was retrospective as from lst July, the
opening date of the 60 hours’ working and wages were altered
accordingly.  'What does this mean? It can only be inferred that
financial assistance for strikers must be forthcoming from someone.

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Sir, T move that the closure be now
put.

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is much too early, Mr. Roy.

Mr. J. M. 8EN CUPTA:! May I, Sir, put a question to the Hon’ble
Member-in-charge?

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ye:.

Mr. J. M. S8EN CUPTA! Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to
state whether he is prepared to take action under the Trade Disputes
Act, as an answer to this question will certainly have some influence
on members of this House as to how they would vote on this motion?

The Hon'bie Mr. M. C. MCALPIN: Ax there are negotiations in
progress hetween the mill.owners and their employees and as attempts
are being made to bring about a settlement, it does not seem that the
present moment is opportune for such action.

Mr. H. 8. BUHRAWARDY: Sir, I wonder what would be the
attitude of the Hon'ble Member in those cases where the negotiations
are at an end and where there is no possibility at all of any resumption
of work on an amicable hasis.

I am grateful, Sir, to Dr. Roy for having permitted us to discuss
the very serious situation that has arisen out of the strike in the jute
mills, for, 'n my humble opinion, Sir, it is not simply a small trade
dispute, which can be adjusted by negotiations between employers and
employees, but a cataclysm of an unprecedented nature. 1 have within
the last few days come across many labourers from the various affected
areas, and they have told me that they bave never within their
experience come across a strike with features similar to those of the
present ome. They have not been able to understand up till now
as to how the strike came about and how it is being kept up, and
hence in order to appreciate the situation and arrive at'a just and
correct understanding of it, it is necessary that we should know all the
facts. :
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Rilb'irell knowt thiat though in many cases a strike is started it &
mill oithe busis of a cortain demand, the strikers do not go béck to
work #%en after the demand has been granted. Clearly, this shows
that although there may have been bona-fide reasons for commenciag
s strike, there is no bona-fide reason for its continuang.

Many theories have been advanced as to the reasons for the present
strike. Some of these theories are ludicrous, some have a grain of
truth behind them, and some of them are perhaps true.

8ir, one rumour, which is rampant in the mill areas, is that a large
number of hessian dealers and speculators are manipulating the strike
in order that the price of hessians might rise and they might benefit
by it. It is maid in the market that the position of these hessian
dealers was very weak before the strike, and many of them were on the
point of collapse, but that, owing to the break-out and continuance of
the strike, they have been able to recover and strengthen their position,
and that the time for ending the strike will come only when they
think it advisable to do so, ie., after they have profited sufficiently by
the discontinuance of work in the mills.

Sir, then there are others who say that this strike has heen
engineered really in retalistion for the Meerut trial. If you carefully
consider the features of the strike, then you will be able to say to what
extent this is true.

Again, there sre others who say that this is nothing else but a
general strike, which will pervade all the mills in order that there may
be a general reconstitution of wages, and that, although the workers
in individual mills will comeé out with individual grievances, the
strike as a whole will be kept up, until the grievances of workers in all
the mills hdve been fully and adequately redressed.

Sir, this last theory raises a very serious question, The first mills
that went on strike, as we have been told, were the Baranagore Jute
Mills. The remarks that Mr. Laird has made to-day as regards the
condition of the dispute in the mills at present do rot affect the
workers in the Baranagore Jute Mills. 8incé both Mr. Taird and the
Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin wish that we cught not to say stiything hére
to-dsy which may prejudice negotiations, I ity state at once for the
information of this House that, having approached both the mill
manager and the workers concerned, there is no negotiatioh whates.
sver between the employers and the employed to jeopardise.  The
workers of these mills came out some time on the Hth of July last. As
has beenn pointed out to this House, they went back to work on tlu&.h
of July atid they came out again on the Bth tm.! lOt!: July. ’Tlmr
grievances are inany. They toll us that their main grievance is that
the wiges which théy get in the Baranagere Jute Kllll‘mlonrthnn
mwmmhuymnm 8ir, Mr. Laird has told us

20
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that it is well Known to the Indisn Jute Mills Ansociation that the cost
of living is higher nearer Calcutta than away from it. The owners of
the Baranagore Jute Mills 4all us that at Baranagore the oost of living
is lower than what it is anywhere else, that the price of foodstuffs is
lower in Barggagore thin other places, and that they charge lses for
sccommodation than anywhere else.  This is their considered state-
ment, and it is in direct opposition to the statement made by Mr. Laird
as well as to the statements of the strikers themselves.

The next grievance of the workers is that they are assaulted, abused
and fined on the slightest pretext. They say that the fine-roll of
Baranagore is higher than that of any other mill in existence. This
is denied, They are prepared to prove that it is so, and they call
upon the authorities, whoever they may be—the Indian Jute Mills
Association or the (overnment—to examine the fine-rolls of the
various mills,

They also state that the number of relieving hands at Baranagore
is lower than anywhere else. The number is based on a certain fixed
proportion, but that is never kept up, owing to what is called “ theft of
tickets,” in which the sardars indulge, and which, it is alleged, is done
with the connivance—shall I sayP-—of the persons in charge. The
result is that the number of relieving hands is very much fewer than
what it ought to be,

Bir, another grievance is as regards the cleaning of machinery,
The workers state that the machinery is cleaned when it is running,
which is against the Factory Rules. Of course, the Managing Agents
deny it, and state that the machinery is no doubt cleaned during the
five ‘working days, but that is done when the machinery is not running.
I mentioned this statement of the mill authorities to the workers, and
it evoked a gentle hilarious ripple of laughter from them even in their
piteous condition. They state that all the 3,000 workers know that in
these mills the machinery is cleaned during the working hours, i.e.,
when the machinery is running.

Now, Sir, as I have already said, there is one feature which is
common to all these strikes, vis,, that though the workers might have
strack on accoupt of genuine grievanees, the strike is kept up for
other reasons totally unconnected with those grievances, These reasons
continually and persistently crop up one after another with the sole
object of prolonging the strike.

1 have seen the letter which was sent to the suthorities of the
Baranagore Mills on behalf of the labourers. It is stated there that
uniess the mill authorities put the workers on the same footing s
that of their comrades in the Belur Mills, they would not agree to
work for 60 hours a week, though they were prepared to work, m
hitherto, for 54 hours. It is not stated in that letter that the wages
given to them are much less than what they are entitled to, although
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that i'the position’ which the strikers now take up. * In essence the
grievasbi¥ is higher wages, but it may well be said that they have shifted
from thiir original groends’ - This ix a feature common to most atrikes on
accotnt of the general illiteracy which prevails amongst the workers;
and which, I am afraid, is exploited by unscrupulous people.

" Sir, the question that I would ask of Government is this: What
aré we to do when we find that there are genuine grievances of
Iabourers to be redressed, and which the management are not prepared
to meet?

6-30 p.m, .
Can we then not request the Government to step in and see that the
claims between the two are adjusted? I think, Sir, that in those cases
where there are no negotiations in progress, where the mill managers
have stated that unless the workers go back to work they would refuse
to listen to their demands, it is time for Government to step in,
provided the (overnment is sure of the fact that the strikers have gut
a genuine grievance. I think, Sir, that a stage has arisen, at sny rate
in this dispute between the Baranagore strikers and the mill managers,
when (Fovernment should atep in and do justice. It is well known, Sir,
that while on the one side there are weighty resources, on the other
side the mill-hands will very shortly have to go back to work without
having their grievances adjusted, or will go back home, or will take
money from the money-lenders to such an extent that they will not be
able to repay until their dying day. I would suggest that in the
intereat both of the employers and the employed the tiovernment should
step in before matters have gone too far. Sir, quite apart from the
individual cases of the strike there are many other things which
(fovernment might rectify and consider this a suitable opportunity
for rectifying. H -

Is there any reason why arbitration or conciliation boards should
not be formed in order that strikes between the employers and the
employed may be adjusted? Government may say that they do not
wish to interfere in the affairs of private employers, but where the
private employe is so heavily weighted that it is quite out of the
realm of an ordinary trade dispute, and has hecome a genersl menace,
it is the duty of (Government certainly to interfere and see that the
arbitration of Government is accepted both by the employer and the
employed.

Then, Sir, Government may well see that a uniform wage is paid in
all the mills, due regard being had to those henefits that particular
wmanagements may give to the workers. A uniform wage should
certainly he paid, and this uniform wage should be a living wage.
There should be uniformity of rules for the amelioration of the eondition
of the labourers in such matters as housing, education, sanitation, ete. 1
submit that there is absolutely no resson why Government should not
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intervene at this stage and®settle the dispute. .We do nat want &
repetition of such sirikes and we dread the terrible consequences. of
its contivuapce. We do not know when the sirike will end.
We are told that evan in those cases where the demands have been
granted the workers have not gone back and that in some other cases
not even the demands have been formulated. In such cases, I think,
the management are entirely justified, whatever my friend Dr. Bidhan
Chandra Roy and my very respected friend Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose .
may say, in coming to the conclusion that there are other forces behind
the strike than genuine grievances, I know many cases where the
workers have met me and have asked me to adjust their differences and
to place their grievances before the mill managers, but were prevented
from coming to me by interested persons, One cannot, Sir; with all
respect 1o the other side, shut his eyes to these things. Sir, on the
one hand there is the interest of the employer; on the other there is a
genuine grievance amongst the labourers and the conflict is complicated
by the presence of a disturbing factor of unksowa potency. I think
under the circumstances Government is the only power that can step
in and bring about a settlement. I feel, Sir, although one has no
desire whatever to jeopardise the negotiations between the employer
and the employed, it is not likely that they would come to any fruition,
and I think we may appeal to Government on behalf of the labourers
that they may step in and end this unfortunate situation before it
wets out of hand.

Ds. BIDHAN GHANDRA ROY: Sir, the question may now be put.
(Mr. Travers caught the eyes of the Hon’hle the President and was
called upon to speak.)

Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: Mr. President, Rir, we on this side entirely
appreciate the position of Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy in this matter in
that he is a representative of the jute mill area; it is of course his
business to bring anything io regard to the condition of its labour
before this Council; but, Sir, we would point out to Dr. Roy that there
are many others in this Council, who are every bit as sincerely desirous
for the contentment of labour as he is, and that it is not conmfined
entirely to that side. Further, I suggest, Sir, that he is, in certain
‘instances, taken im by his sympathy for the sirikers. Their case has
been taken ax proved, let me say, with insufficient investigation, I
would cross swords with him on one point only as an instance. He
said that an increase of hours meant increased profit. Now, Sir, I
would point out that in this case that is extremely improbable, to say
the least of it. The movement in the jute mills for increased howrs
and incressed production was clueﬂy to retain trade. Bengal snd
Assaro have a monopoly, it ia true, in the growth of jute, but thx
have 0o moncpoly in the waunfacture of it, and, 1 think, in recens
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yoars ore snd more jute his been exported to be mamufactured in
Englasdl and Germany, and, I am sure, nobody in the Council should
desire jhat that should be the case. Moreover is it not the case that
owing 1o restricled production America is doing its best to get o
substitate for juteP They have a special expert staff of eugineers at
work at this moment trying to invent machinery that would convert
cotton as a substitute for jute fabrics in some forms. I think, increased
production for that reason is essential. It may mean increased profit,
but at the moment on the situation as it is, I beg to differ from Dr. Roy
that it will be so immediately.

Now, 8ir, there is another point which arose in the course of the
debate, and which, I am informed, is untrue—not in accordance with
fact—and that is in regard to the increase of hours from 54 to 60 and
in the old system a worker could do 9 pieces, now he can do nearly 10,
and it is stated that the workers do not get any benefit for this increuse.
I have made inquiries in regard to that point, and I am informad that
those who cannot complete the fabric will remain on their machine and
that they do receive the benefit in the following week. Therefore the
allegation {hat they do not get proportionate increased bonuses is not
true.

Sir, leaving details aside, what I am concerned with, and what
everyone in this Council is concerned with, is anxiety that this strike
should cease at the earliest possible moment. I am all for Dr. Roy’s
attitude that the workers should receive u just settlement. But |
think it is esseutial that the settlement should be made st the very
earliest possible moment. When one thinks of what happened recently
in Bombay, and when one thinks that also in our neighbourhood here
there are 175 to 200 thousand people out of work, and that some
little thing may happen, some little wind may blow, that may set
in movement some terrible catastrophe such as that happened in
Bombay, I say that we should strive our utmost to settle the strike as
early as possible. Then, there is the loss, of course, that is brought
about by this strike. One’s sympathy, of course, naturally goes to the
wage-earners, and I understand that the loss to the hands is something
like 10 or 12 lakhs of rupees a week. Now, Sir, I have listened with
the greatest respect to Mr. Subrawardy’s speech and I think that it has
more knowledge in it than any other. I suggest to Dr. Roy and
Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose and Mr. Suhrawardy to use their personal
influence in the matter and to try their very best to get the jute
workers to go to the munagement and state their terms to them. The
management say that the workers have not formulated their demsnd
(A voick: That has been done). That they are ready to listen to
their demands is a fact and they will listen to them as soon ae they
are presented. I suggest that the first thing to be done in this strike
is to take the workers to the managers
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¢ M. 4. M. SEN GUPTA: Bir, the question may now be put. o

Mr. PRESIDENT: The request that the question be mow put has

been repeaied to me for the third time.
infringement of the rights of reasonable debate if

under section 46.

1 do not think it will be an
it i8 now put

On the closure question being put, s division was taken with thé

following result:—

AYES.

Ahmed, Maulvi Shamsuddin.

All, Maulvi Hassan.

Bagshi, Babu Romes Chandra,

Saksh, Mauivi Syed Majiu.

Sanerjsa, Dr. Pramathanath.

Ganerjes, Babu Promotha Nath.

Sanerji, Mr. P.

Sasu, Babu Santesh Kumar.

Bees, Babu Bejey Krishno.

Sess, Mr. Subhas Chandra.

Ohattorjos, Brijut Bljay Kumar.

Chatterji, Babu Amarencranath.

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Alimuz-
mman.

Chaudhuri, Maulvi Ashrafuddin.

Cheudhury, Maulvi Nural Absar.

Chewdhury, Naji Badi Ahmed.

Chewdhury, Maulvi Abdul Ghani.

Oas, Br. Mehini Mehan.

Das Qupta, Or. 4. M,

Butt, Babu Sarat Kumar.

razl R, Mavivi Muk

Qanguli, Babu Pratul Chandra.

Qhess, Babu Amarendra Nath.

Cupta, Mr. Jegesh Chandrs.

Makim, Maulvi Abdul.

Hashemy, Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin.
Himatsingha, Babu Prabhu Deyal.

Hogque, Xazi Emdaduil.

Hossain, Mauivi Muhammad

Hog, Khan 8ahib Maulvi Baziul.

Karim, WMauivi Addul.

Khan, Sadu Debendra Lal

Khan, Maulvi Tamizuddin,

Mazumdar, Mr. Birsndranath.

Maitra, Babu Surendra Mohan.

Maitra, Srijut Jegendra Nath.

Mukdverjea, Brijut Tarahnath.

Nagher, Sadu Hem Chandra,

Pain, Babu Bareda Prisrnna.

Pal Choudhuri, Mr. Ranjit.

Poddar, Mr. Ananda Mahan.

fay, Dr. Xumud Sankar.

Ray, $rijut Radha Qevindgs.

Ray Chaudhuri, Babu Sanat Kumar,

Roy, Babu Manmatha WNath.

Roy, Or. Bidhan Chandra,

Ray, Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh.

Ray, Mr. 0. N.

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar.

Ray, Mr. S8adhan Chancra.

Ray Cheudhuri, A7bu Hem Chandra.

Ray Choudhuri, Rai Bakadur Satyendra

Nath.

Saadatuiiah, Maulvi Muhammagd.

Samad, Maulvi Abdus.

Sarker, Babu Naliniranjan.

Sen Cupta, Mr. 4 W

Shah, Msulvi Abdul Mamid.

Singh, Srijut Te) Bahadur.

Tarkathirtha, Kavira] Bimalananda, Pungit
Shushan.

NOES.

4

Barma, Rai Sshid Penchanan,

Slair, Wr. 4. R,

Casselle, Mr. A.

Chaudhuri, Khan BSahadur Maulvi Hatzer
Rahman.

Cohon, Wr. D. J.

Colman, Mr. 8. R.

Dain, Br. 6. R.

Dash, Mr. A. J.

Sanen, fir. 6. A.

Parsqul, Khoa Sthadw %, & M.

Corvester, Mr. 4. Campbeli.

Ghosh, Nr. M. 8. .

Shumavi, the Hon'bie Alad] Sir Adhdel
warim.

Gilehrist, Mr. R. N.

Goenka, Rai Badedur Badrigas.

Guha, Mr. P. N.

Surner, Mr. C. W.

Hegg, Wr, 8. P.

Hephyms, Mr. W. &

Hesaln, Nawsb Musharru!, Khan Bahadur.
Husotin, Mawivi Latatst.

inseh, Mr. 4.

denking, Br. W, A,

Kasem, Mawii Absi ,

Khan, Khan Szhid Mawivi Muarzam AN,
Laird, Mv. R 8

Lamb, Wr. T. R
Loslis, Mr. M. N
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Maltin, M, Mukwnda Bohari. " Rey, Mr. Sarat Kumer.
MoAtpin, hd Hen'die Mr. M. 8. Rushtorth, Br. F. V.
WeClushi, Mr. E. T, sarkar, Sir Jadunath.

Mitter, the MNen'dis Sir Provash Chumier.| .arker, Rai Sahid Rebsti Mehan.
Neberty, the Hen'he Mr. A. N, Skinner, Mr. 8. A.

Nag, Rewerond B. A. Selaiman, Manlvi Ruhammad.
Nazimudgin, Mr. Khwaja. Subrawardy, Wr. H. 8.
Ormond, Wr. E. C. Tate, Major Qensral Gedfrcy.
Phitip, Nr. 4. Y. Thompeon, Br. W. M.
Ratman, Nr. A. F. W Abdur Travers, Mr. W. L.

fuy Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. Twynam, Mr. ¥. J.

Ross, Mr. G F.

The Ayes being 5 and the Noes 51 the motion for closure was
carried.

The motion that the business of the Council be adjourned was then
put and agread to.

Prorogation.

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have it in command from His Fxcellency the
Governor to announce that the Council stands prorogued.

B. G, Prow—1929-30-5742A~1,200.
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Dacca
See * Dolai khal.”

Dacca Medical School

Realisation of a fee for vivisection from
the studenta of the, 140.

Darjesling

Accommodation of Muhammadan
employees in Government quarters at,

Das, Dr. Mishini Mohan
Barisal Jail, hunger-strike in, 85, 86.
District Excise Officers, 44.
Exoise policy, 206.
Licences for excise shops, 162.
Procession with music 1 public
thoroughfares of Patuakhali, 38,

Datta, Badu Akhil Chandra

Gumti embankment, 200, 252,
Gumti flood, 86, 36, 208, 209,

Oemands for grants, Supplementary

¢ 32.—Meodical,” grant to the Calcutta
Hospital Nurses’ Institution, 45.

‘¢ 32, —Medioal,”! grant to tho Jatiya
Ayurbijnan Parishad, Calcutta, 58.

* M.~Agriculture,”  appointment of
46 additional auditors of Co-opors-
tive Societies and their peons, 00.

** 41, —Civil Workl," Jarisal  Medioal
8chool, G1.

Oist te prisoners, 135.
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District Board(s)

Appointed Chairman of the Bemkura
229.

Bankurs, 100, 161.

Jalpaiguri, 160.

Loan for rural water-supply sasked by
the—of Hooghly, 36

Government contribution to the—foi
certain purposes, 159,

Distriot Excise Ofoers, 44,

Distriot Judge, Bankura

165.

Allegation of caavassing at the Legis-
lative Council election against, 30,
3.

Division(s)

Amendment to compulsory physics
tramng and military drill in all
schools and colleges, lost, 287,

Appointed Chairman of the District
Board, Bankura, lost, 284.

Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Edmocs-
tion, 1929, motion for inserting some
more names to the persommel of the
Select Committee of the, carried
135, 136.

i, Bengal (Rural) Primary Educe-
tion, 1929, motion for reference to a
Select Committee as amended, oarried,
137, 188,

Compaulsory physical training and miti-
tary drill in all schools and collegus,
carried, 228, 229,

Demand for, grant—* 32._ Medioal,”
grant to the CQ(alcutta  Hospital
Nurses’ Tnstitution, motion for
reduction, lost, 68,

Motion for closure—

Bill, the Bengal (Rural) Primary
Education, 1929, carried, 130,
Discussing the situation created by
the recent mill strikes near Cal-

cutta, carried, 310.

Oolat khat
Canalisation scheme of the—, Dsooa,
251.
Dutt, Babu Saral Kumar
Huuger-strike in Barisal Jail, 79.
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Elestion
Allegatiom of canvassing at—against
Subdivisional Officer, Bankura, 38.
Expenditure for conducting the geaeral
—of members in 1926 and 1829, 33,
3.

Eleotion of Deputy President
Announcement of the, 13.

Elective system for the Malda Distriot
Seard

Introduction of, 27,

Embankmant
Along bl route canal in Fandpur, 207.
Gumti, 200, 252,
Nos, 3, 5, 1% and 19 of schedule to—
Aet, 207,
Eusuffi, Mauivi Nur Rahman Khan

Closing of courts for Jumma prayer,
241, 242,
Special holidays in courts and offices,
139,
Exocise policy, 260.
Excise shops

Licences for, 162

Faridpur

Nee 't Bil route canal ¢

Faziuliah, Maulvi Muhammad

Election of the sadar and Fem loeal
boards of Noakhal dintriet, 263,

Fleod, Gumti, 208, 209
Flood in East Bengal, 261.
Ploeds in Jaipaiguri, 201,

Ganget Mill, Howrah, 157.

Gangull, Babu Pratul Chandra

Bengal Jals, Burmese political pri-
soners In, %6,

Bengali pohitical prisonera, 163,

Compulsory physical traiming and mili-
tary drill 10 school boys and college
studonts, 178,

Diet to prisoners, 155, 156.

European prinosers, Chinese are con-
sidered as, 146,

Processions with music along public
thoroughfares, settloment at Barisal
regarding the, 27.

Supply of feed t0 Rengali priscmers
transferred omtside, 86.

INDEX. v

Ghuznavi, the Hen'bie Athant] Sir Abdek
horim

Atharabanki river, 200.

Boral river, 210,

Bundh near the new aluice grte under
construction at  Mustafapur in the
hil ute area, 197, 188,

Canaliration scheme of the Dolui khal,
Dacea, 252,

Dead rivers of Jessore, 212,

Demand for grant--** 34.—~Agricul-
ture,”’ appomtment of 48 additional
auditars of Co-operutive Rocieties and
their peons, 60.

Embankment along b route canal m
Faridpur, 207.

Fmbankment Nos. 3, 5, IR and 19 of
nchedule to Embankment Act, 208,
Lradication  of waterhyacinth, 194,
192, 193, 184, 195, 2056 and 200,
Grand Trunk Canal Project, 25h, 258,

257, 258, 259, 200,

Gumti embankment, 210 and 253,

Gumti Aood, 200,

Improvement of agriculture, 150,

Location of the Kumarkhali Regintra-
tion office i Nadia, 288,

Proposed Water-hyacuith Bill by Mr.
O Gupue, 205, 206,

Question of unemployment, 144,

River Kabindei i Malda, 196, 197.

Scheme for an agncultural college, 150,
151.

Nceheme for improvement of agriculture,
143.

Suntlu river i Barasat, 211,

Gevernment oopies
Charge for——in courts, 145,

Government quarters at Darjesiing

Aceommodation  of Muhammadan

employees in, 84, 45,

Grand Trunk Cansl Projest, 255.

Guha, Mr. P. N.

Expenditure on the Kimon Commmission
and Provincial Commitiee, 967.
Grand Trunk Censl Project, 250, 900.

Gumtl =5 _mmangg, 300, 262,
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Gumt! fleod, 85, 36, 208, 208.

Bun llcenocss
Ali-Indis—ssnctioned in Pabna, 264.

Gupta, Mr. Jogesh Chandra

Air survey in Malds, 183, 185,

Bengali and Urdu shorthand reporters,
154, 186.

Bill, Bengal (Rursl) Primary Educs-
tion, 69.

Cost of survey and settlement, 187.

Fradication of water-hyacinth, 191,
192, 188, 185, 204 and 206.

Filling up & vacancy in the office of the
Military Becretary to His Excellency
the Governor of Bengal, 270.

Flood in East Bengal, 262.

Government order prohibiting Govern-
ment officials from buying Liberty
paper, 203,

Grand Trunk Canal Project, 257, 260.

Judicial from the Executive, separation
of the, 26, 27.

Motion for adjournment of the business
of the Council, 203,

Police constables, 24.

Prisoners with political motives, 255.

Proposed Water-hyacinth Bill by Mr.
J. (. Gupta, 205.

Prosccutions for sedition, 248, 249, 250,
251,

Question of unemployment, 144.

Realisation of a fee for vivisection from
the atudents of the Dacca Medical
Schoo!, 140, 141, 142,

Rewards to panchayets, presidents and
members of union boards, 23.

Scheme for au agricultural college, 150,
151

Steamer passengers, appointment of a
Committee to inquire into the griev-
ances of the—and their fares, 17, 18,

Appointed Chairman of the District
Board, Bankura, 272.

Hakim, Maulvl Abdul

Jail warders, 168, 164.

Moslem employees Wl jails, 86, 87.

Muhammsdan employeea in the jail
establishment, $70. '

Noun-official visitors of jaile, 151.
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Hashemy, Maulvi Syed Jalsiuddin

Flood in Esst Bengal, 281,

Maulana Md. Akram Khan's pilgrim
age to Meoccs, 33.

Mr. Musaffar Ahmed, a oconvict in th
Cawnpore Bolshevik case, 33.

Proposed overbridge line for Xhuln,
ghat station, 36, 37.

Provident Fund of teachers in mon
Government Arts Colleges, 40, 41.
Receiving barge at Sandwip station

40.
Bteamer Hatiya, 253.
Victoria College, Comills, 252.

Holidays
Bpecial—in courts and offices, 139.

Honorary Magistrates

Appointment
classes, 42.

of—from deprease(

Hooghly

Loan for rural water-supply asked b
the District Board of, 36.

Hoque, Kazl Emdadui

Bengal Legislative Department, pa;

and prospects of the assistants of the
19.

Bengal Legislative Department, selec
tion grade posts to the Lower Divisior
assistants of the, 28,

Bengal Secretariat, number of Lowe
Division selection grade posts in the
29, 30, 187, 188 and 189.

Legslative Council office, separation o

—from that of the Legislative Depart
ment, 20.

Howrah Qanges Miil, 157.
Hunger-strike in Barisal Jait, 79.

Huy, Mr. A, K. Fazi-ul
Bill, Bengal (Rural) Pnmary Educe
tion, 1929, 118,
Water-hyacinth pest, 194, 195.

Jalis

Charges incurred for food and clothing
for prisoners in, 145.

Moslem employees in, 86, 87.

Non-official visitors of, 181,
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Jait sstuhilehment
Muhammadan employees in the, 370.

Jall Press

Alleged sale of new machines in the,
189,

Jall warders, 163.

Jalpaigur!
District Board of, 160.
Floods in, 201.

denkins, Dr. W. A.
Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary FEduca-
tion, 1929, reference to a Select Com-
mittee, 124,

Jessore

Dead rivers of, 211.
Decrease in population of, 244.

Judicial from the Exeoutive
Beparation of the, 26.

Jumma prayer
Closing of courts for, 241.

Karim, Maulvi Abdul

Bill. Rengal (Ruraly Primary Educa-
tion, 1929, RY.

Kasem, Maulvi Abul

Appointed  Chairman  of  the District
Board, Bankura, 278,

Bill, Bengal (Rural} Primary Eduea-
tion, 1929, circulation for opimon,
106.

Bill, Calcutta Municipal {Amendment),
1929, circulation for public opinion,
168.

Caleutta Fine Art Cottage, Dharam-
talla, 149,

Complammt  about irrelevant answer
given by Government Members, 39.

8cheme for an agricultural college, 151.

Khan, Moulana Md. Akram

Pilgrimage to Mecea, 33.

Khon, Mauivi Tamizoddin

Bill, Caleutta Municipal (Amendment),
1929, circulation for public opinion,
168.

Bundh near the new sluice gate under
construction at Mustafspur in the bil
route ares, 197, 108.

INDEX. vi

Khan, Mautvi Temizeddin--concid.

Chandana river, 198.

Ersdication of water-hyacinth, 191.

Improvement of agricuiture, 150.

Scheme for improvement of agriculture,
143.

Typiste and copyists, 91.

Khuina ghat statien
Proposed overbridge line for, 36, 37.
Kumarkhall Regilstration offes in Nadie
Location of the, 237.

Kushtia subdivisien
A public road in, 199,

Laird, Mr. R. 8.
Motion for adjournment of the business
of the Council, 280, .
Lamb, Mr. T.
Motion for adjournment of the business
of the Council, 301.
Legisiative Councli slection
Allegation of canvasmng at the—
agsinst District Judge, Bankura, 30,
31
Legisiative Counci! Ofos
Separation of —from that of the Legis-
lative Department, 20.
" Lm’ ”"”

Government order prohibiting Govern-
ment officials from buying—peper,
202.

Subscribing to~-by Government ser-
vants, 20,

Liosncs for revoiver ta an M. L. C. of
Pabna
Refusal of a, R1,

Lecal Seards

Election of the Sadar and Feni—of
Noakhali district, 263,

Loas! statutery besies
Grants to, 41.

Maidan te the seuth of the Nator Mumslt
Ceurt building, 150.

Malaria and Kale-azer
8e¢e ““ Bardwan and Jemore.'
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lalds

Air survey in, 181.

River Kalindr1 in, 196.

See ** Assistont Sessions Judge.”
Hee *“ Court of Sensions.”’

Ialda District Board
Introduction of elective system for the,

-
(i

cAlpin, the Hon'ble Mr. M. C.

Amendment to compulsory physical
training and mulitary drill in all
schools and colleges, 225,

Bengal Necretartat, number of Lower
Division selection grade posta in the,
30, 188 and 189,

Bill, Bengnl (Rural) Primary Educa-
tion, 1920, cousideration of. 65.
Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Fduca-
tion, 1929, reference to a Nelect Com-

mitee, 116, 127, 124, 128,

Bill, Caleutts Umversity, 1929, 166.

Caleutta Fine Art Cottage, Dharam-
tatla, 147, 149, R

‘Conatruction of Pirojpur Government
Schiool bwilding, 44.

Demand for grant—** 41.—Civ1]
Works "'—-Barisal  Medical  8chool,
61.

District Excise Officers, 44.

Earnings of the compovitors  of  the
Bongal Government Press, 248,

Excise policy, 266.

Filling up of vacancies in the Govern-
ment Presses, 190,

Ganges Mill, Howrah, 157,

overnment quarters at Darjeeling,
accommodation  of  Muhammadan
employees 1n, RS,

Income from palm-trees, 106.

Licences for excise shops, 182, 163.

Maidan to the wsouth of the Nator
Munsif Court building, 156.

Motion for adjournment of the business
of the Council, 208, 304,

Principalship of Bethune College, 43.

Proposed overbridge line for Khuina
ghat station, 37.

Provident Fund of teachers in non-
Qovernment Arta 0&&«, 41

Receiving barge at Sendwip . statiow,

{Vor. XXXIIT.

MeAipin, the Hon'Dle Mr. M. G.—concld.

Rules with regard to pension on retire-

ment at 55 years of age to officers in
Benga! services, 204.

Steamer Hatwya, 263.

Steamer passengers, appointment of a
Commitee to inquire into the grie-
vances of the--and their fares, 17,
18.

Victoria College, Comilla, 252.

Mecoa, Maulana Md. Akram Khan's pil-
grimage to, 33,
Madicai Cowncif Bill
All-lndia, 238.

Medicai 8ohool, Barisal, 35.

Mambers
Attendance of, 13, 79, 139, 181, 236.

MHitary drili

Compulsory physical traiming and—to
school bays and college students, 170.

Military Secretary

Fillingg up a vacaney i the office of the,
269,

Ganges—, Howrah, 157,

Mitter, Babu Rishikesh

Awr survey 1n Malda, 1R4.
Cost of survey aud setilement, 156,

Mitter, the Hon'ble 8ir Provash Chunder

Air survey 1n Malda, 182, 183, 184, 185,
188.

Alipore Central Jail and Press snd
Forms Manager, allegations aganst
Superintendent, 82,

Appointed Chairman of the District
Board, Bankura, 233, 277, 278, 279,
281, 282, M3,

Ansessment of cess revaluation i
Nadia, 201, 202.

Barisal Jail, hunger-strike in, 86.

Barisal Medical School, 35.

Bengal Jails, Burmese political pri-
soners in, 86,

Bengsl Legulative Department, pay
snd prospects of the assistants of the,
19, 20.
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Bengal Legislative Department, selec-
tion grade posts to the Lower Divi-
sion assistants of the, 29.

Beugali political prisoners, 163.

Bill, Caleutta Municipal (Amendment),
1929, circulation for public opmion,
168,

Bill, Caleutts Mumcipel (Amendment),
1929, mtroduction of, 167.

Bills to amend cvertain Bengal Acts, 37.

Charges incurred for food and clothing
for prisoners i Jails, 145, 146,

Cost  of wurvey and settlement, 186,
187.

Decrease m population of Jessore, 244,
245,

Demuand  for  grant—** 32 - Medical,”’
grant  to  the  Caleutta  Hospital
Nurses'  Institution, 45, 53, 58, 67,
BR,

Demand  for  grant—'* 32— Medical,”’
grant to the Jatiya Aurtojnan Pan.
shad, Calcutts, 58,

Diet to prisoners, 155, 156,

istriet Board of Bankura, 161, 162,

Ihstriet Board of Julpsigur, 160.

Electron of the Sadar and Fem local
boards of Noakhali distriet, 263,

Eleetnve system for the Malda Distriet
Board, introduction of, 27,

Flood i East Bengal, 261, 262,

Floods 10 Jalpaigurn, 201,

Government contribution to the district
boards for certam purpones, 159, 160,

Grants 1o local statutory bodies, 41, 42.

Gumu tlood, 36,

Hunger-striko 1n Barwal Jail, 79, #0.

Jail Press, alleged sale of new machines
m the, 190.

Juil warders, 164, 105,

Kushtia subdivision, a public road n,
199,

Legniative Council o.ﬂice, separation of,
from that of the Legislative Depart-
ment, 21.

Loas for rarsl water-supply asked by
the District Board of Hooghly, %8,
Malaria and kals-agar in Burdwan and

Jeasore, 138,

Moslem employees in jails, 87.

Mosquito ourtaine to the prisemers in
the juil, supply of, 23.

—concld

Mubammadan employees in  the Jail
wstablishment, 270.

Non-official visitors of jails, 18,

Political prisoners, 83.

Press  Compositors' Conforence, All-
Bengal settiemont, 81,

Prisoners with political wmotives, 234,
255,

Realisation of a fee for viviseotion from
the students of the Dacea Medical
School, 140, 141, 142, 143,

Rules in the Jail Codes of other pro-
vinces, 40.

Rural water-supply in the 24-Parganas,
3.

Seaidah Poliee Court, 201,

Supply of food to Bengah  prisoners
trunsferred outside, 38, 39, 40,

U'mon boards m Mograhat and Falta,
24-Parganas, ostablishment of, 25.

Moberty, the Hon'ble Mr. A. N,

All-india gun  lieences  sanctioned in
Pabna, 264,

All-Indin - Medical  Council  Bill, 236,
247,

Allegation of canvamsing  at  eloction
againnt  Subdivisional Officer, Ban-
kurae, 32,

Appointment of Honorary Magistrates
from depressed clanses, 42,

Bengal  Chiddren (Amendwment)  Bidl,
1920, 61, 64,

Dengal Crimnal Law Amendmont  Act,
1925, prisoners under the, 81,

Hewml and Urdu shorthend reporters,
154, 155,

Charge for Government copies in Courta,
143,

Closing of Courts for Jnmma prayer,
242,

Clubs and associations for target prac-
tice, number of nonamlitary nifle
shoating, 81,

District Judge, Bankurs, 165, 166.

Fxecution of i by Calcutt
Small Csuses Court, 262,

Expenditure for conducting the genersl
election of members in 1920 and 1929,
34.

Exponditure on the Simon Commission
and Provincial Commither, 267, 268,
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Soborly, the Hen'ble Mr. A. N—concld.

Filling up & vacancy in the office of the

Military Secretary to His Exoellency
the Governor of Bengal, 209, 270,

Government order prohibiting Govern-
ment officials from buying Liberty
paper, 202, 208,

Holding of Court of Sessions at Malds,
246, 248.

Judicial from the Executive, separation
of the, 26, 27.

Legislative Council election. Allega-
tion of canvassing at the—against
District Judge, Bankurs, 31.

Liberty. Subscribing to—by Govern-
ment servants, 29.

Licence for revolver to an M. L. O. of
Pabna, refussl of », 84,

Maulana Md. Akram Khan's pilgrimage
to Mecos, 33.

Mr. Musaffar Ahmed, a convict in the
Cawnpore Bolshevik case, 33.

Permission for carrying lathies in the
processions at Pabna, 158.

Police constables, 23, 24.

Polios officer of Narail and the Presi-
dent, Chandiborpur Union Board,
allegations agrinst the, 16.

Posting of an Assistant SBessions Judge
to Malds, 239, 240, 241.

Processions with music along public
thoroughfares, settlement at Barisal
regarding, 28.

Procession with music in public
thoroughfares of Patuakhali, 38.

Prosecutions for sedition, 249, 250,
251.

Reoruitinent to Bengal Civil Bervices
from the depressed classes, 268,

Rewards to panchayets, presidents and
members of union boards, 22, 23.

Special holidays in oqurts and offices,
189, 140.

Typists and copyista of courts, 17, 91,
25, 26

Moitra, Babu Surendra Mohan

Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Educe-
tion, 1029, 04,

Compulsory physical training and mili-
tary drill in all schools and colleges,
7. v

Government order prohibiting Govern-
ment officials from buying Liberty
paper, 202.
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Meitra, Babu Surendra Mehan—concld.

Maidan to the south of the Nator
Munsif Court building, 156.

Posting of an Assistant Sessions Judge
to Malds, 240, 241.

Scheme for agricultural education in the
Rajshahi district, 150.

Moitra, Srijut Jogendra Nath

Boral river, 210.

Eradication of water-hyacinth pest,
208.

Permission for carrying lathies in the
processions at Pabna, 157, 158. .

Mookherjes, Mr. Syamaprosad
Bengali political prisoners, 163.
Compulsory physical training and mili-
tary drill in all schools and colleges,
213.
Principalship of Bethune College, 42,
43

Rules with regard to pension on retire-
ment at 55 years of age to officers in
Bengal services, 204.

Moaquito curtains to the prisoners in the
jall

Supply of, 21.
Moslem empioyees in Jails, 86, 87.

Motion

Business of the Council be adjourned,
carried, 311.

Motion for adjournment
Of the business of the Council, 212, 285.

Mukerjea, Srijut Taraknath

Bills to amend certain Bengal Acts, 87.

Execution of commissions by Calcutta
Small Causes Court, 262.

Expenditure for conducting the general
election of members in 1926 and 1929,
33, 4.

Expenditure on the Simon Commission
and Provincial Committes, 266.

Government contribution to the district
boards for certamn purposes, 158, 160.

Loan for rural water-supply asked by
the District Board of Hooghly, 36.

Mosquito curtains to the prisoners in
the jail, supply of, 21.

Police constables, 23.

Rewards to panchayets, presidents and
members of union bourds, 38, 33.
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Nadia
Assesament of cees revalustion in, 301.
Location of the Kumarkhali registra-
tion office in, 237.
Narall
Allegations against the police officer of,
16.
Nasher, Babu Hem Chandrs
Sealdah Police Court, 200.
Nater Mumsif Court buliding
Maidan to the south of the, 156.
Nazimuddin, Mr. Khwaja
Canalisation scheme of the Dolai khal,
Daccs, 251.
Oath of afirmation, 13.
Obituary reference, 14.
Ormond, Mr. E. C.

Amendment to compulsory physieal
traming and military dnll in all
schools and colleges, 224,

Compulsory physical training and mili-
tary dnill in all schools and colleges,
29.

Eradication of water-hyacinth, 192.

Pabna

Permismion for carrving lathies in the
procesmions at, 157,
Refusal of a heence for revolver to an
M. L. C. of, 83,
Pain, Babu Baroda Prasanna

Appointed Chairman of the Dstrict
Board, Bankura, 271.

Pal Chaudhurl, Mr. Ranjit

Bill, Bengal (Rural} Primary Fducs-
tion, 1929, 104.

Location of the Knmarkhali registra-
tion office 1n Nadia, 237, 238,

Paim trees
Income from, 195,
Pansl of Chairmen, 14.
Panten, Mr. Justies £, B. H.
Refereuce to the death of, 14.
Patuakhall
Procession  with music
thoroughfares of, 38.

in  public

INDEX. =

Ponsion

Rules with regard to, on retirement at
55 vears of age to officers in Bengal
servioes, 904,

Physical training
See * Military drill.”

Pirejpur Gevernment sohes! buliding
Construction of, 4.

Polies constables, 23.

Polics Court, Sesidah, 200.

Police ofoer of Naratl
Allegations against the, 16,

Politioal prisoners, 82.
Political prisoners, Bengall, 163,

President (The Hen'ble Raja Manmetha
Nath Roy Chowshury, of Bantesh.)

Arwr survey mn Malda, 185, 186,

Allotment of times for the disposal of
the demands for granta, 44.

Amendment  to pulsory physiosl
training and military drill in all
schools and collegen, 224,

Appointed Chairman  of the District
Board, Bankura, 232, 278, 283.

Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Fduea.
tion, 10290, 93, 94, 95, 100, 105, 109,
115, 118, 121, 126, 127, 130, 131.

Bill, Calcutta Municipal (Amendment),
1929, circulation for public opinion,
168, 169,

Bill, Calcutta Municipal (Amendment),
1929, introduction of, 167,

Bill, Caleutta  University, 1920, intro-
duction of, 166.

Cont of survey and settiement, 187,

Eradication of water-hyacinth, 192, 193,

Expenditure on the Bimon Commission
and Provincial Committee, 287,

Fiood in Fast Bengal, 261.

Grand Trunk Canal Praject, 257, 258,
259,

Holding of Court of Sessions at Malda,
246.

Motion for adjournment of the business
of the Council, 212.

Motion for adjournment of the business
of the Council, 304, 310.

Prosecutions for sedition, 251,

Pablic Accounts Committes, names of
the slected members to the, 181.

Question of unemployment, 144.
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President—concld.

Remedy of members when answers by
Government members are insufficient,
39.
Supply of food to political prisoners
transferred outside, 39.
Press(es)
Earnings of the compositors of the Ben-
gal Government, 248.
Filling up of vacancies 1n the Govern-
ment, 198, 190.
Press Compositors’ Conference
All-Bengal settlement, 81.
Prisoners

Diet to, 155.

Prisoners In jails

Charges incurred for food and clothing
for, 145.
Supply of mosquito curtains to the, 21.

Prissners with political motives, 254.

Prooessions at Pabna
Permission for carrying lathies m the,
1567.

Prooessions with musio along public
thoroughfares
Settlement at Barisal regarding the, 27.
Prerogation, 111.
Prosscution for sedition, 248,
Prevident Pund
Of teachers i non-Government Arts
Cotleges, 40, 41.
Public Accounts Committes
) Names of the elected members to the,
181,
Rahman, Mr. A. P.
Bill, Bengal (Rural} Primary Kduca-
ton, 1829, 101,
Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. Abdur

Filling up a vacancy in the office of the
Military Secretary to His Excelliency
the Governor of Bengal, 269.

Ralkat, Mr. Presanna Deb
District Board of Jalpaiguni, 180.
Floods in Jalpaigeri, 901.

[Vor. XXXIII.

Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar

All-India Medical Council Bill, 238, 287.

Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Educa-
tion, 1929, reference to a Select Com-
mittee, 115, 118.

Chandana river, 198.

Dacca Medical School, 142, 148.

Decrease in population of Jessore, 244.

Medical schools, unmform scale of fees
for dissection in Government schools,
142.

Mosquito curtains to the prisoners in
the jails, supply of, 22.

Ray, Srijut Radha Gobinda

Bengal Secretariat, number of Lower
Mvision selection grade posts 1 the,
188, 189.

Distrset Judge, Bankura, 166.

Ray Chaudhuri, Babu S8anat Kumar

Appomted Charrman  of the District
Board, Bankura, 234.

Compulsory physical traming and mili-
tary dril to school boys and college
students, 179,

Grants to local statutory bodies, 41,

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C.

Ahpore Central Jail, and Press and
Forms Manager. allegations against
Superintendent, R2,

Caleutta Fine Art Cottage, Dharam.
taila, 147.

Farmngs of the compositors of the Ben.
gal Government Press, 248,

Filling up of vacancies in the Govern
ment presses, 108, 199,

Jail Press, alleged sale of new machine:
mn the, 1%9.

Kushtia subdivision, a public road 1
199,

Press  Composstors”  Conference, All
Bengal settlement, 81.

Registration effice
Location of the Kumarkhali—in Nadia
237.
Rifle sheoting

See * Clubs and associations for targe
practice.”’

River(s)

Atharabanki, 900.
Boral, £10.
Chandana, 198.
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River(8)—concid.
Dead—of Jessore, 211
Kalindri in Malda, 198
Bunthi, in Barssat, 211.

Roy, Babu Jogendra Nath
Reference to the death of, 14.

Rey, Babu Manmatha Nath

Charges mcurred for food and clothing
for prisoners in )ails, 145, 146,

Clubs and associations for target prac-
tice, number of mnon-military rifle
shooting, 81,

Compulsory physical traimng and mili-
tary drill in all schools and colleges,
223

Demand for grant—'* 33.—Medical ''—
Grant to the C(Calcutta Hospital
Nurses' Institution, 47, 48, 49,

Income from palm trees, 195, 196.

Question of unemployment, 144,

Scheme for giving loans to dwstrict
boards, 160.

Roy, Dr. Bidhan Chandra

Dacca Medical School, realisation of a
fes for vrvinection from the students
of the, 143.

Demand for grant—** 32._-Medical "'—
Grant to the Caleutts Hompital
Nurses’ Institution, 53, 54, 55.

Hunger-strike in Barisal Jail, 80.

Motion for adjournment of the business
of the Council, 212, 285, 308.

Roy, Mr. Bijoy Presad Singh

Bill, Rengsi (Bural) Primary Educs-
tion, 1920, 97, 106, 109.

Roy, Mr. D. N.

Assessnient of cess revaluation 1n Nadia,
201,

Dacea Medical School, 143.

Decrease 1n population of Jessore, 2485,

Grand Trunk Canal Project, 257, 258,

Prosecutions for sedition, 250.

Re-excavation and dredging of the
Bhairab, 212.

Special holidays in courts and offices,
189, '

Rey, Mr. Kiran Sankar

Bengal jails, Burmese political prisoners
in, 66.

INDEX. =

Rey, Mr. Xiran Senhar—conold.
Hungerwtrike in Barisal Jail, 80,
Police constabies, $4.

Political prisoners, 83,

Prisoners with political motives, 255.

Steamer passengers, appointment of a
Committee to inquire nto the griev-
ances of the—and their fures, M.

Water-hyacinth pest, 194,

Roy Choudhuri, Sabu Hem Chandrs

Compuirory physical treining and mili-
tary drill to school boys and college
students, 176.

Roy Oheushuri, Rai Bahadur Satyendes

Nath

Atharabanki river, 200,

Barisal Medical Bchoal, 38,

Construction of Pirojpur Government
School building, 44,

Pmbankment Nox. 8, §, 18 and 19 of
schedule to Fmbankmant Act, 908,

Water-hyasintb ~eat, 198,

Rure! water-supoly
Loan for—aaxed by toe District Board
of Hooghly, 6.
Rurst water-supply in 24-Parganas, 34.
Saadatullah, Maulvi Muhammad
Amount allotted to the Distrivt Board
of the 24.Parganas, 160.
Rural watersupply in the 24-Parganas,
M.
Scheme for an sgricultural college, 150,
151,
Hunthi ricer in Barasat, 211,

Samad, Mauilvi Abdus

Special  holidays  1n courts and offices,
140.

Sandwip station

Receiving barge at, 40.

Sarker, Babu Naliniranjan

Air survey in Malda, 184, 186,

Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Edsos-
tion, 1929, referonce to a Select Come
mittee, 110, 116, 130.

Decrease in populstion of Jessore, 244.

Govornment order prohibiting Govern-
ment officials from buying Liberty
paper, 203,

Grand Trunk Canal Project, 258, 267,
260.
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Sarker, Rai Bahib Rebatl Mehan
Appointment of Honorary Magistrates
from depressed classes, 42.
Recruitment to Bengal Civil Services
from the depressed classes, 268.

Sealdah Poiice Court, 200.

Sedition
Prosecution for, 248,

Sen Gupts, Mr. 4. M.

Air survey in Malda, 188,

Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Educa-
tion, 1929, 85.

Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Educa-
tion, 1929, reference to & Select Com-
mittee, 115, 116, 121, 126,

Bill, Calcutta Municipal (Amendment),
1929, circulation for public opinion,
169.

Expenditure on the Simon Commission
and Provincial Committee, 268.

Motion for adjournment of the business
of the Council, 304, 310.

Steamer passengers, appointment of a
Committee to inquire into the griev-
ances of the—and their fares, 18.

Supply of food to political prisoners
trunsferred outside, 88, 89,

Shorthand reporters
Bengali and Urdu, 154.

Simon Commisalon and Provincial Com-
mittes

Expenditure on the, 266.
Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan,
of Nashipur
Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Educa-
tion, 1929, 87.
Stapieton, Mr. H. E.

Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Educs-
tion, 1929, reference to & Select Com-
mittes, 119, 121.

Steamer ** Hatlya," 253.
Stealiler passengers

Appointment of a Committee to inquire
into the grievances of the—and their
fares, 17.

Subdivisional Ofcer, Bankuwre

Allegation of canvassing at election
agninst, 32, '

B. G. Prese—1929-30—8684A=1,200.

(Vor. XXXIII,

Subrawardy, Mr. H. 8.
Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Educs-
tion, 1929, 85, 130.
Motion for adjournment of the business
of the Council, I4.

Sunthi river in Barasat, 211.

Survey and ssttiement
Cost of, 186.
Target practios
Number of non-military rifle shooting
clubs and associations for, 81.
Tarkatirtha, Kaviraj Simalananda

Dead nivers of Jessore, 211.

Liberty. Bubscribing to—by Govern-
ment servants, 29.

Malaria and kala-azar in Burdwan and
Jessore, 158.

Water-hyacinth pest, 193.

Thompson, Mr, W. H.

Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Educs-
tion, 1929, reference to a Select Com-
mittee, 123.

Travers, Mr. W. L.

Demand for grant—'‘ 32.—Medical ""—
Grant to the Calcutta Hospital
Nurses’ Institution, 49.

Motion for adjournment of the business
of the Council, 308.

24-Parganas

Establishment of union boards in Mogra-
hat and Falta in, 25,
Rural water-supply mn, 84.

Typists and copyists of Courts, 186, 21, 25.
Unemployment

Question of, 144.
Union boards

Rewards to panchayets, presidents and
members of, 22.

In Mograhat and Falts, 24-Parganas,
establishment of, 25.

Vieteria Cellage, Cemiila, 252.
Warders, Jail, 163.

Waterhysointh, 191, 102, 198, 194, 105,
204, 305 and 208.

Water-hyacinth Ui
Proposed—by Mr. J. C. Gupta, 205.



