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GOVERNOR 0 1  BENGAL.

Hit Excellency Colonel the Right HoxTble Sir Fiajvcis STAXtIT 
J acksoh , p .c ., G.C.I.X.

MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL.

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N Mohkkly, c.i .e., in charge of the
following portfolios:—

1. Appointment.
2. Political, excluding Haj Pilgrimage.

3. Police.

4. Ecclesiastical.
5. Regulation of medical and other professional qualifications

and standards, subject to legislation by tbe Indian 
Legislature.

6. Judicial.

The Hon’ble Sir Psovasb Chchpeh Mittjek, i t ., c .i.t., in charge of 
the following portfolios:—

1. Land Revenue.
2. Land Acquisition.
3. Excluded Areas.
4. Jails.
6. Legislative.
6. Local Self-Government.



The Hon'ble Alhadj Sir Abdelkekim Ghcznavi, kt., in charge of
the following portfolio*: —

1. Emigration.

2. Immigration.

3. Jurisdiction.

4. Haj Pilgrimage.

6. Forests.
6. Irrigation.

7. Agriculture and Industries (excluding Excise).
8. Registration.

The Hon'ble Mr. M. C. McAlpin, c.i .k., i.e.s., in charge of the 
following portfolios: —

1. Finance.

2. Separate Revenue.
3. Commerce and Industrial subjects.
4. Marine.
6. European Education.
G. Education.
7. Excise.

t 8. Public Works.
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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL.

PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OP THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL,

Pusnnarr. 

Th# Hon’ble Raja Makiutha Nath Bat CHAtranrmi, of Santoob.

Deputy Pbesxbbht.

M* Ha/ ai r Rahman Khan, b.l.

Panol of Chairmtn for IN Thirty.ttiinl Imlim

1. M r. W . L  T r a v e r s , cm .k., o .h.k.

<?. S ir  J .\m  nath S ahkah, kt . <?.i .e .

R a ja  B h i ' fendra  N arayan S in h a  H a h a iiu t, of N a a b ip u r .

4. M r. A. F . R ahman .

Secretary to the Council—J. Bartley, i .c.s.

A ss is ta n t S e c re ta rie s  to  th e  C o u n c il— A. M . H u tc h iso n  an d  K . N . 
M ajum dah .

Registrar to the Council—J. W. McKay (on leave).



BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

ALPHABKTIOAL LIST OP M IM B IM . 

A

Ahmed, Maulvi Shamsuddin. [Hooghly etim Howrah Municipal 
(Muhammadan). ]

Ali, Maulvi Has»an. [Dinajpur (Muhammadan).)
Ali, Maulvi Syed Nausher. [.lewor* South (Muhammadan).]
Ali, Mr. Altaf. [Bogra (Muhammadan).]

i
Bagchi, Babu Rome* Chandra. [Malda (Non-Muhammadan).]
Bakfth, Maulvi Sved Majid. ['Teasore North (Muhammadan).) 
Banerjea, Dr. Pramathanath. [Calcutta Kant (Non-Muhammadan).) 
Banei ĵe#, Babu Promotha Nath, [Midnapore South (Non-Muham­

madan).]
Banerji. Mr. P. [24-Parganas Rural South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bannerj*«, Babu Jitendralal. [Birbhum (Non-Muhammadan).]
Barma, Rai Sahib Panchanan, m.b.k. [Ranffpur West (Non-Muham- 

madan).]
Basiruddin, Maulvi Mohammed. [Rajshahi North (Muhammadan).] 
Baau, Babu Santonh Kumar. f24-Parjrana» Municipal South (Non- 

Muhammadan).]
Blair, Mr. J. R. (Nominated Official.)
Boae, Babu Bejoy Krishna. [Calcutta South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bone, Mr. Subhaa Chandra. [Calcutta North (Non-Muhammadan).]

C

Cassells, Mr. A. (Nominated Official.)
Chakraburtty, Babu Jatindra Nath. [Ranppur East (Non-Muhamma­

dan).]
Ohakimvarti, Babu Jofpndra Chandra. [Dinajpur (Non-Muhamma­

dan).]
Chatterjee, Sri jut Bijay Kumar. [Bankura West (Non-Muhamma­

dan).)
Chatterji, Babu Amarendranath. [Hooghly Municipal (Non-Muham­

madan).]
Chaudhuri, Kkift Bahadur Maulri Alimu**aman. [Faridjror ICortli 

Muhammadan).)



* ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS.

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hafiiur Rahmaa. (Nominated 
Non-official.)

Chaudburi, Maulvi Ashrafuddin. [Tippera North (Muhammadan).] 
Choudhury, Maulvi Nural Absar.. [Chittagong North (Muhamma­

dan).]
Chowdbury, Haji Badi Ahmed. [Chittagong South (Muhammadan).] 
Chowdhury, Maulvi Abdul Ghani, b.l. [Dacca West Rural (Muham­

madan).]
Clerk, Mr. I. A. (Indian Mining Association.)
Cohen, Mr. D. J. (Nominated Non-official.)
Colnian, Mr. E. R. (Indian Tea Association.)

D

Dain, Mr. G. 11. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.)
I)aa, Dr. Mohini Mohan. [Faridpur South (Non-Muhammadan).]
Dan Gupta, Dr. J. M. [Calcutta Central (Non-Muhammadan).]
Dash, Mr. A. J. (Nominated Official.)
Datta, Babu Akhil Chandra. [Tippera (Non-Muhammadan).]
Dutt, Babu Saral Eumar. [Bakarganj North (Non-Muhammadan).]

€

Easson, Mr. G. A. (Nominated Official.)
Eusufji, Maulvi Nur Rahm an Khun, f Mymensingh South-West 

(Muhammadan).]

F

Faroqui, Khan Bahadur K. G. M. [Tippera South (Muhammadan).] 
Faxlullah, Maulvi Muhammad. (Noakhali West (Muhammadan).] 
Forrester, Mr. .T, (Campbell. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).]

C

Ganguli, Babu Prutul Chandra. [Dacca City (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ghost*, Babu Amarendra Nath. [Mymensingh West (Non-Muhamma­

dan).]
Ghosh, Mr. M. (\ (Nominated Official.)
Ghuinavi, the Hon’ble Alhadj Sir Abdeikerim, kt. (Member, Executive

Council.)
Gilchrist* Mr. R. N. (Nominated Official.)
Goe&Jta, Rai BaSadur Badridas, c.i .r. (Bengal Marwari Association.) 
Guha, Mr. P. N. (Nominated Non-official.)



ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS.

Gttpte, Mr. Jogeah Chandra. [Calcutta South Central (Non-Muham­
madan).]

Owner, Mr. C. W. (Nominated Official.)

H
Habibullah, Nawab Khwajo. [Dacca City (Muhammadan).]
Hakim, Maulvi Abdul. [Mymensingh Central (Muhammadan).] 
Hashemy, Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin. [Khulna (Muhammadan).]
Haque, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Axisul. [Nadia (Muhammadan).] 
Himatsingka, Babu Prabhu Doyal. [Calcutta West (Non-Muham- 

madan).]
Hogg, Mr. G. P. (Nominated Official.)
Hopkyns, Mr. W. S., c.i .e,, o.b.e. (Nominated Official.)
Hoque, Kaxi Emdadul. [Rungpur East (Muhammadan).]
Ho&ain, Nawab Musharruf, Khan Bahadur. [Malda rum Jalpaigun 

(Muhammadan). ]
Hossain, Maulvi Muhammad. [Bakarganj North (Muhammadan).] 
Huq, Khan Sahib Maulvi Bazlul. [Noakhali Eaxt (Muhammadan).] 
Huq, Mr. A. K. Fasl-ul. [Bakarganj West (Muhammadan).]
Hussain, Maulvi Tjatafat. (Nominated Non-official.)

I
Insch, Mi. J. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.)

4

Jenkin*, Dr. W. A. (Nominated Official.)

K
Karim, Maulvi Abdul. [Burdwan Division South (Muhammadan).] 
Kasem, Maulvi Abul. [Burdwan Division North (Muhammadan). J 
Kban, Babu Debendra Lai. [Midtiapor* North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muaxzam Ali. [Palma (Muhammadan).] 
Khan, Maulvi Tamisuddin. [Faridpur South (Muhammadan).] 
*Khant Mr. Raftaur Rahman, n.i,. (I)acca East Rural (Muham­

madan).]

L

Laird, Mr. R. B. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.)
Lai Muhammad, Haji. [Rajshahi South (Muhammadan).]
Lamb, Mr. T. (Indian Jute Mills Association.)
Law, Mr. Surendra Nath. (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce*) 
Leslie, Mr. M. (Calcutta Trades Association.)

• Deputy M d m t ,  BsageJ ligfilstifi Ob*w8.
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M

Maguire, Mr. L. T. (Anglo-Indian.)
Maiti, Babu Mahendra Nath, [Midnapore South-East (Non-Muham- 

madan).]
Mallik, Mr. Mukunda Behari. (Nominated Non-official.)
Mazumdar, Mr. Birendranath, b.l. (Dacca University.)
McAlpin, t>he Hon'ble Mr. M. C., c.r.B. (Member, Executive Council.) 
McCluskie, Mr. E. T. (Anglo-Indian.)
Mitter, Babu Rishikesh. [Burdwan North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Mitter, the Hon’ble Sir Provash Chunder, kt., c.i .e. (Member, 

Executive Council,)
Moberly, the Hon’ble Mi A. N., c.i.k. (Member, Executive Council.) 
Moitra, Babu Surendra Mohan. [Rajshahi (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Moitra, Sri jut Jogendra Nath. [Bogra cwm Pabna (Non-Muham- 

madan).]
Mookerjee, Mr. Syamaprosad, Bar-at-Law. (Calcutta University.) 
Mukerjea, Srijut Taraknath. [Hooghly Rural (Non-Muhammadan).]

N

Nag, Babu Suk Lai. [Khulna (Non-Muhammadan).]
Nag, Reverend B. A. (Nominated Non-official.)
Nasker, Babu Hem Chandra. [24-Parganas Rural Central (Non- 

Muhammadan).]
Naximuddin, Mr. Khwuja, c.i .e. [Bakarganj South (Muhammadan).]

0

Ordiah, Mr. J. E. [Dacca and Ohittajronjr (European).]
Ormond, Mr. E. C. [Burdwan and Presidency (European).]

P

Pain, Babu Baroda Praaanna. [Howrah Municipal (Non-Muhamma­
dan).]

Pal Choudhuri, Mr. Ranjit. [Nailia (Non-Muhammadan).]
Philip, Mr. J. T. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.)
Poddar, Mr. Ananda Mohan. (Bengal Mahajan Sahha.)

ft

Raheem* Mr. A*. c.i.s. (Calcutta North (Muhammadan).]
Rahman, Maulvi Axtsar. (Mymansingh North-West (Muhammadan).]
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Rahman, Mr. A. F. [Rangpur West (Muhammadan).]
Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur. [24-Parganas Rural (Muhamraa* 

dan).]
Raikat, Mr. Prosanna Deb. [Ja lpaip ri (Non-Muhatnmadan).]
Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar. [Faridpur North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ray, Eumar Shib Shekhareswar. (Rajshahi Landholders.)
Ray, Sri jut Radha Gobindn. [Bankura East (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ray Chaudhuri, Babu Sanat Eumar. [24-Parganas Rural North 

(Non-Muhammadan). ]
Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. (Nominated Non-official.)
•Ray Chaudhuri, the Hon'ble Rajai Manmafrha Nath, of Santosh.

(Dacca Landholders.)
Rose, Mr. G. F. (Indian Jute Mills Association.)
Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath. [Howrah Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. [24-Parganaa Municipal North (Non- 

Muhammadan).]
Roy, Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh. [Burdwan South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Mr. D. N., Bar-at-Law, [Jessore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. [Dacca Rural (Non-Muhammadan).]
Roy, Mr. Sadhan Chandra. (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce.) 
Roy, Mr. Sarat Kumar. (Prenidency Landholders.)
Roy Choudhuri, Babu Hem Chandra. [Noakhali (Non-Muhamma­

dan).]
Roy Choudhuri, Rai Bahadur Satyendra Nath. [Bakarganj South 

(Non-Muhammadan).]
Rushforth, Mr. F. V. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).]

•

Saadatullah, Maulvi Muhammad. [24-Pargana» Municipal (Muham­
madan).]

Samad, Maulvi Abdus. [Murshidabad (Muhammadan).]
Sarkar, Sir Jadunath, kt , c.i.k. (Nominated Non-official.)
Barker, Babu Naliniranjan. [Mymensingh East (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Sarker, Rai Sahib Rebati Mohan. (Nominated Non-official.)
San, Mr, J. M. ^Expert nominated.)
Sen Gupta, Mr. M. [Chittagong (Non-Muhammadan).]
Shah, Maulvi Abdul Hamid. [Mymensingh East (Muhammadan).] 
Skinner, Mr. S. A. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.)
Singh, Sri jut Taj Bahadur. [Murshidabad (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Singha, Mr. Aran Chandra. (Chittagong Landholders.)
Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan, ol Nashipur. (Burdwan 

Landholder*.) m



1* ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS.

Solaimau, Maulvi Muhammad. [Bar rack pore Municipal (Muham­
madan).]

Stapleton, Mr. H. E. (Nominated Official.)
Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. [Calcutta South (Muhammadan).]

T

Tarkathirt&a, Kaviraj Binmlananda, Pundit Bhushan. fleaaor® 
North (Non-Muhammadan).]

Tate, Major General Godfrey, m.b., k.h .k., i .m.n. (Nominated Official.) 
Thompson, Mr. W. H. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.)
Travem, Mr. W. L., c.i.E., o .b .e . [Rajshahi (European).]
Twynam, Mr. H. J. (Nominated Official.)



THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS.

(Official Report of tho Thirty-third Session.) 

Volume XXXIII. 

Prooeedings of tho Bongal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Aot.

T he Co u n c il  met in the Council Chamber in the Town H&U, 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 5th August 1929. at ft p.m.

Presents

M r, P re s id e n t ( th e  H o n 'b le  K uja  M anmatha N ath H ay C iia ii- 
m u r i , o f S a n to s li>. in  th e  C h a ir , th e  fou r H o n ’ble Member* o f the 
E x e c u tiv e  C o u n c il, an d  l!£0 n o m in a ted  an d  e lec ted  member*.

Oaths or affirmations.

The following memlier** made an oath or affirmation of their 
allegiance to the Crown: —

M r. 3 i t e n d k a  M o h a n  S kn .

M r. P riy a  N ath  G r i t  a .

M r. M tk cn d a  B k h %b i M a ix ik .

Announcement of the Election of Deputy President

Mr* PRISIOENT* Gentlemen, I have to inform the Council that 
Hit Excellency the Governor ha* been pleaned to approve under tec­
tum 72C (2) of the Government of India Act the election of Mr. Basatir 
Rahman Khan m Deputy P*wident.

Mr. P ltS ilM ffT l i would, therefore, a*fc Mr. Easatir Eahmaa 
Khan to take the seat of the Deputy President.

(Mr. Eaxaur Rahman Khan then took hi* «eat).
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PantI of Chairman.

Mr. PRCilDCNT: In accordance with the provisions of Rule 3 
of the Bengal legislative Council Rules, 1920, I nominate the follow­
ing members of the Council to form a panel of four Chairmen for the 
ensuing session; —

(1) Mr. W. L. Travebh, c.i.e., o.b.e.

(2) Sir J aduuath S a e iu h , k t ., c .i .e .

(3) Raja Bbufendra N aha yah Sikha Bahadur, of Nashipur.

(4) Mr. A. P. R ahman.

Unless otherwise arranged, the senior member among them present in 
the above order named will preside over the deliberations of this 
Council in my absence and in the absence of the Deputy President.

Obituary Rafaranoa.

Mr. PRESIDBNT: Gentlemen, I have to perforin the melancholy 
duty of expressing the grief of this Council for the loss of five dis­
tinguished members. In the interval that has elapsed since th? last 
sitting of the previous Council the deaths have occurred of Nawab 
Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur, c.i.k., of 
Dhanbttri, Babu Jogendru Nath Roy, eldest son of Raja Janaki Nath 
Roy of Bhagyakul (Dacca), Mr. Byomkesh Chakravarti, Mr. Justice 
E. B. H. Panton of the Calcutta High Court and Mr. John Cottle.

Nawab Bahadur Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, the late leader of this 
House, came from the Saiyid family of Dhanbari in Mymensingh. 
The family dates from the days of the Moghul Emperor Shah Jahan.

The late Nawab Bahadur was born at Natore in December, 1863, 
educated at the Rajshahi Collegiate School and later at St. Xavier's 
College, Calcutta. He was a member of the Eastern Bengal and 
Assam Legislative Council from 1906 to 1911, of the Bengal Legis­
lative from 1912 to 1916, of the Imperial Legulatm  Council
from 1916 to 192l\ In 1921 he was returned as an
elected member of the Bengal Legislative Council and was a member 
of the first Ministry in the reformed Council during 1921 to 1923. He 
was again returned as an elected member to the second reformed 
Council in DecemW, 1023, and was appointed a Minister in March, 
1925, but fcdd office for a short period. In the same year he
was appointed a Member of the Executive Council. H im oflke lie
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hell till his death. He v u  a fellow o! the Calcutta University and 
a member of a very lnrga number of associations and public bodies. 
In recognition of his services he was made a Khan Bahadur in 1906, 
Nawab in 1911 at the Coronation Durbar at Delhi, a C.l.E. in 1918 
and Nawab Bahadur in 1924. By hid death Bengal has lout a true 
son and the Muhammadan community an ardent and fearless patron.

Babu Jogendra Nath Roy of Bhagyakul was a member of the 
Bengal Legislative Council during 1921 to 1923. He was one of die 
wealthiest men in Bengal carrying on an exteusive business including 
inland navigation. The Bhagyakul family ha* always been noted for 
their liberality and the deceased member did not fail to carry on the 
family tradition.

The career of the late Mr. Byomkesh Cbakravarti is known to most 
of u* here. From humble beginning* he ro*e to be one of the fore* 
most Barristers in Bengal and eventually held the high office of 
Minister. The last years of his life were unhappily clouded with ill* 
ness and misfortune an»i hi* death came an a happy release. Bengal 
will, however, mourn hi* low* an a man who spent the greater portion 
of his life und his great and undoubted talents in her service.

The Hon’hie Mr. Juftice £. B. H. Panton joined the Indian Civil 
Service in October, 1890, and after having nerved first as Magistrate 
and Collector and then as District and Sessions Judge in several districts 
of Bengal and Bihar und Ori**u became the Superintendent and 
Kemembrancer of Legal Affairs to the Government of Bengal in 1915, 
Judicial Secretary in 1918 and in the same year was appointed 
officiating Judge of the Calcutta High Court and was confirmed in 
this last appointment from 6th December, 1922. At different periods 
during the years 1915 to 1918 he was a member of the Bengal Legislative 
Council under the old constitution.

Mr. John Cottle was a member of this Council representing the 
Calcutta Trades Association Constituency for a few months in 1924 
He died on the 18th July last Mr. Cottle was the managing director 
of Morrison & Cottle Company, Ltd., and for a time master of the 
Calcutta Trades Association.

With your permission, gentlemen, 1 propose to convey the sym* 
pathy of this Council to the families of the deceased. I now request 
you, gentlemen, to show your respect to their memory by kindly 
rising in your places.

(AH the members th?n rose in their places.)

Mr. r i i i lD e i lT l  Thank you, gentlemen. The Secretary will 
please take the usual steps.



I#

S ta n d  Qmtkmm 

(te wfiloti oral answers war# given).

QTXE8TI0N8. [ 5 t h  k m . t

Allegations against the Polk* omoer of Narail and thi President, 
Chandiborpur U rtf on Board.

M. Maufvi SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’Me
Member in charge of the Police Department he pleased to #tate 
whether irt> i# a fact that on 4th March, 1929, Mr. Indu Bhusan Sircar 
of Hankarpur, police-station Narail, district JesMire, sent a memorial 
to the Hon’ble Mr. A. N. Moberly making serious allegations against 
the Police officer of Narail police-station and t»he President of Chandi­
borpur Union Board?

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to stalto what action, if any, does the Government 
propose to take in the matter?

MEMBER in ofcarfi if  POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. N. Moberly): {«) In a memorial dated the 6th March, 
Mr. Sircar complained that the President and Sub-Inspector had not 
panned prompt orders regarding cremation of the body of a relative 
of hi*.

(b) Mr. Sircar was informed that the memorial was sent to the 
District Magistrate for disjnmal and that further correspondence in 
the matter should be addressed t*> (hat officer. Government do not 
consider further action necessary.

Typists and oopyists of oourts.

•f. MauUHMED MAJID BAKSH: (a) Is the Hon’ble Member 
in char#* of the Judicial Department aware that in the majority of 
cases the typist* and copyists of Bengal courts are not obtaining the 
minimum standard of fee# prescribed by the Hon’ble High Court 
General letter No. 8 of 1921?

(6) Are tiie Government considering the desirability of consulting 
the heads of districts to ensure the average earnings of the copyist* 
and typists prescribed by the said letter by means of judicious transfers 
*o far as practicable?

(r) Art the Government in consultation with tke Hon'Me High 
Court eonakleriag the desirability of enhancing tfe* wipying fees to ' 
a t least 8 annas out of 4 annas in tike folio?
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Iftm M  to «feM|i •* <HlM6lAL O ifA flT M irr Cl* NaiflMa
lfr« Ai II* M M y )! (<*' Yes; fa moat of the district* of (W P m iteey  
tho standard has not yet Hem r t ie y .

(b) District Judges have already been directed not to fill vacancies 
till tbe standard rates laid down by tike High Court are attain#d; and 
Government are watching the situation*

(o) No. But a bonus of 75 per cent, of tit* amount eototritmtod 
by copyists and typists is added to their Provident Fund deposits 
annually and interest »  credited at the same rate as in the G<>neral 
Provident Fund, vis., 4} per cent.

Mauhri tYED MAJID BAKtHl Will the Hon’We MemboT be
pleased to atate what would be the harm if the Government gave one 
ann» more out of 4 annus in the folio to these poor typists?

Tha Hon’tMf Mr. A* N. MOBERLYt It would cost a oonsidmbl#
amount of money.

tabu JITENDRALAL BAMNERdEEl With reference to answer
(c). is it a fact that Mr. Prentice, when officiating Member of the 
Executive Council, aaid that th* proportion contributed by Oovem* 
ment wa* cent, per cent, and not 75 per cent.?

Tfct Hen'We Mr. A. H. MOBERLYt I must a*k for notice of this 
question.

Appatatmant of a Committee to inquire into the griavanaaa at tM 
ttaanar Baaaattaari and tltair faraa.

♦S. Mr. JOCESH CHANORA GUPTAi (a) Will the Hon’bW 
Member in charge of the Marine Department ho pleased to state 
what step*, if any, have been taken by the Government to give 
effect to the resolution passed by thi#« Council on the 11th February, 
1929, regarding the appointment* of a Committee to inquire into the 
grievances of the steamer passengers and their fares?

(b) If nothing has been done yet, what action, if any, do the 
Government propose to take in the matter f

MEMBER III abar* of MARINE DEPARTMENT (tfca HBaPMa 
Mr* M. ft MaAlpbt)! (<?i and (b) The subjoct i§ still undor tha « w i-  
deration of Gov**ftf»antt who are consulting their technical and M  
advisers oa fte  various questions raised fa the debat# on the Sartf**Al.--noa.

f



IS QUESTIONS. [5th i m ,

W ,  40CESH CHAMORA CUPTAl Will the Hon’ble 1Cvmber 
be pleased to state on what point or points it ban been found naces- 
sary to take advice of tbe technical advisers?

The Hon'We Mr* M. C. McALPIN: I want notice of this question.

Mr. JOGBSH CHANDRA CUPTAl Will tbe Hoii’ble Member 
be pleased to state when such advice was sought?

The Hen'lHe Mr. M. C. MeALPINl Only after the debate.

Mr. JOGBBH CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the Hon'ble Member 
be pleas?d to state whether tbe Government intends to give effect to 
the resolution passed by this House, or not?

The HflVt’blt Mr. M. C. MeALPINl That is one of the matters 
which are still under consideration.

Mr. <1. M« SEN CUPTAl When does the Hon’ble Member expect 
that the consideration of this matter will be over, so that action may 
be taken on the resolution passed by this House?

The Hon’ble Mr. M. C* MeALPINl It is impossible to say.

BalMl <|ITBNDRALAL BANNERJEE: Has the consideration com- 
menced?

3-16 p.m.
Tht Hon*Mt Mr. M» €• MeALPINl The consideration has begun.

Mr# KlftAN BANKAR ROY I Does the Hon’ble Member hope that 
it will last tftr Wetima of this House?

Mr. PRESIDENT! That is a frivolous question; it does not arise.

Mr, JOCBSH CHANDRA CUPTAl Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state the names of tbe Government officials under whose 
consideration it is at present?

The HtflPMa Mr̂  M, BtMtALPINl I understand it is uader the 
consideration of vnraus departments; it is not under tbe con*ids*a- 
tion of one particular offic?r.
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*4. Kazi EMDAOUL HOQUKl (a) Will the Hoo’W* MnnWr 
in charge of the Legislative Department be pleated to stale whether
the Government hare considered the question of the “ exceptional cir­
cumstances M of the pay and prospects of the upper and lower divinioi 
assistants of the Bengal Legislative Department which was mooted 
in the Legislative Counril on the 22nd March last, by Maulvi 
Md. Aftal on a motion for a token cut of Es. 100 under the heud 
M 22F.—Legislative Council MP

(b) If the anawer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state the reason therefore

<r) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleaded to state whether it is in 
the contemplation of Government to take any action in the matterP

(rf) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative* will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state what are the proposals or recommendations 
of the Legislative Department on the subject?

(>) When were the proposals made and by whom?
</) What in the present stage of the proposals?
(i;) Have the proposals been submitted to the Finance Department ?
(h) If the answer to iff) in in the negative, will the Hon'bl* 

Member be pleased to state why it wit* not submitted to the Finance 
Departm ent

(i) When are they expected to reach the Finance Department t
(j) Have the proposals been shown to the Hon’ble Member in 

charge and the Hon’ble President of the Council?

MEMBIR in oharge «f LICItLATIVI DKPARTMBMT (tha 
Sir Prurash Chundar Mittar)t (a) Yes.

(b) Does not arise.
(r) The matter is still under consideration.
(d) to (<) Proposals were formulated by the L eg isla te  Secretary 

in June, These are still under consideration in the department and 
have not yet reached the stage of submission to the Finance Depart* 
ment* I t  would be premature to state now what the final proposals 
will he. k w,

(/) The proposal* have been submitted to the Hoo’M* Member in 
charge of the Legislative Department.
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§ m  rflTBNIIRALAI. BANHEIUBEl With nfoiDoe to the 
penultimate paragraph o( the answer, will the Ho&’ble Member be 
pleased to state what are the specific proposals put forward by the 
Legislative Secretary?

Tilt Hon*Wa Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITT Ells I am afraid 
I cannot say that. It is a matter between an officer of the depart* 
ment and the head of the department; it is not usual to disclose that.

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: May I know wheflier the 
Hon’ble Member wants privilege as regards not disclosing the factP

Mr. PRESIDENTS The Hon’ble Member has already explained 
that the matter is still under consideration and has not reached the 
stage of submission to the Finance Department.

Bate JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: But, Sir, the two portions 
of the answer are inconsist ent.

Tha Hen’feli Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: The point is 
this: I have already explained that the matter is still under consi­
deration, and that is why it in not proper to disclose it.

Babu JITINDRALAL BANMERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state why the modified proposals-----

Mr. PRESIDENT I Order, order. For the simple reason, that the 
proposals referred to are still under consideration, the Council should 
not want to know what these proposals are.

Saturation of the offloe of tha Legislative Council fron that of tho 
Legislative Department.

•5. Kati EMDADUL MOQUE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Legislative Department be pleased to state what action, if 
any, has been taken by him in the light of the statement made by him 
in the Council on tha 12th February, 1929, on the resolution regarding 
the separation of the office of the Legislative Council from that of tha 
Legislative Department!*

(b) Are tho <jfc>v*rnm*nt considering the desirability of taking tho 
question into consideration?

(o) Whan is th* personnel of tha Committee propoeod by tho Ho&’bla 
Mentor in eb rgi likely to be published?
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i l l  mm* Mr MOVAiH CHUMD8R MITTim {*) On the ek»e 
of tfcs Febrnary-Mareh wision of Hi# k it Council inquiriee iw ti 
td jr iM  to all PmriodU Councils with a tiwn to the eollidiQi rf 
material to place before the Comftiittee which it waa propowd to 
appoint. The personnel of the Committee wan also under consideration 
when Hie Cornell vat disaolvnd.

(6) Tea.
(r) Tbe dissolution of (be Council rendered it necessary to postpone 

tfye question of appointment of the Committee; the matter in now under 
consideration and it i* hoped to make an announcement at an early 
date.

•1 Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN! <7i) Will the Hon’bie Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleaded to (itate whether the 
copyists and typists employed in various office#* throughout the province 
have submitted any represen tut ion to Government for tbe improvement 
of the condition* of their service in the course of thin year?

(b) If the anawer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Mem­
ber be pleased to state what action, if any, do the Government intend to 
take in the matter?

The HonMMt Mr. A. N. MOftCRLYt <*) Ye*.
(b) The standard average earning (via,, Rs. <*5 a mouth for typists 

and Rs. 40 a month for copyists) laid down by the High Courf ha# 
already been reached in some districts, and to make it universal in all 
the district* in the Presidency the District Judges have l*een instructed 
not to fill up vacancies among typist* and copyist* till the standard ii 
attained. Further, to ensure that the matter is not overlooked, the 
District Judges have also been asked to submit annual statements show­
ing the reduction of staff effected and the progress made in attaining 
the standard average earning. Information already obtained shown 
that the situation is steadily improving, and Government do not propos* 
to take any further action in the matter.

•apply *f mtquitt ouruitts t* tbs prisons* in IN Jnlfs,

♦7. trljn t TAVIAKNATH MUKCMIAl (a) Will the Hrm’ble 
Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department be pleased to 
atate whether it is a fact that the prisoners in , the jaila, specially in 
malarious districts, suffer for want of moftqitito curtain*?

(6) Are the Government considering the desirability of supplying 
iwaqiHo curtains to the prisoner* at least in the mnlamna di*trictsP

Typists and ospytsts*
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(c) If ike answer to (6) is in tlie negative, will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state what other steps are being taken to protect the 
prisoners from being bitten by infections mosquitoes?

MEMBER in rtmrp of POLITIOAL (JAILS) DEPARTMENT 
(thi HoftWo lir Provtah Chunder Mittor): (a) I t  is probable that if 
all prisoners slept under mosquito curtains there would be fewer cases 
of fresh infection of malaria.

(b) Yes, in consultation with the Public Health Department.
(c) Does not arise.#
Dr. KUMUD SARKAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 

to state whether any survey has been made of the incidence of malaria 
in th<* different jails?

Thi HOft’ble Sir PROVAtH CHUNDER MITTER: I must ask 
for notice of this.

Rewards to panohayats, and presidents and members of union boards.

*». Srijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: (<,) Will the IIon’Me
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleaded to state the prin­
ciple on which rewards and certificates are awarded to the presidents and 
members of union boards?

(b) Does the Government pay the costs for those rewards?
(r) Tf the answer to (/#) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Mem­

ber be pleased to state from which fund it is paid?
(</) If the Government doe* not bear the costs of these rewards, will 

the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state from what other fund it is 
paid?

TN  H m 'M clr . A. N. MOBERLYl (a) Rewards are given by Dis­
trict Officers to rhaukidari panchayets for good conduct in special cases or 
for genera] meritorious service. Where union boards have been substi­
tuted for chaukidari panohayets. presidents and member* of union boards 
are deemed to be eligible in the same way.

(b) Yes.
(c) From the grant under the head—
2&-~Police-~District Executive Fore*"—Supplies and Service#— 

Rewards lo Tillage Panchayets.

(d) Does not arise.
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M N  TARAKHATH M UKIM lAl WiU the Hoa’bU Mfcnber be 

plttiMl to itito if the fine* realited from Um dafadan and. chankidar* 
m  given m reward* to the preeideat* aad m n b m  of ttta aafrri 
boardfP

Tka Na>Mi Mr. A. N. MOBIRLYl No.

Mr. JOCttH CHANDRA GUPTAi On whim lecommeDdation 
•boot the merit* or otherwise of the *ervice* of the president and 
member* of the onion board* ara the reward* jrivw?

TIlo HmHta Mr. A. M. MOBIRLYl The reward* are (riven by tie
District Officer* at their discretion.

m iifli OMIfllflMiBa

•9. trijut TARAKNATH MUKIfUIAi (a) Will the Hon'ble 
M?mber in charge of the Police Department be pleaded to state the 
total number existing at present* of jwilice constable* who are serving 
in the—-

(/) Calcutta Police; and
(2) Bengal Police?

(h) How man}' of them tire—
(/) Bengali Hindus;
(2) Bengali Mu««almana;
($) Up-country Hindu*;
(/) Up-country Musaalmans; and
($) Of other castes?

(c) la it a fact that mort of the police constable* are recruited 
from outaide Bengal?

(d) What it the percentage of Bengali Hindu* and Musaalmani to 
the total strength of the police constable* in Bengal?

(e) If the answer to (<?) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to state the reaeons why the majority of the polio* 
constables are not recruited from amongst the Bengali Ifussalaans 
and Hindus?

H tt HtftfMl Me* A. N; IMWMLYt (a) On die 31st December, 
1928, there were 4,614 constables is  t i t  Calcutta Police aad 19*362 
la t i t  Bengal Police.
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(b) The latest dates up to which statistics ahwiiMi the raciai com­
position of the two forces have been compiled are the 31st December, 
1928, for the Calcutta Police, and the 30th September, 1928, for the 
Bengal Police, on which dates there were in the Calcutta and Bengal 
forces, respectively—

(1) 110 and 3,400 Bengali Hindu constable*.
(2) 94 and 3,701 Bengali Muhammadan constables.
(3) 3,286 and 9,946 Up-country Hindu constables, inclading

Buddhists and other castes in the Calcutta figures.
(/) 1,(J24 and 1,491 Up-country Muhammadan constables, and
($) 922 constables of other castes in the Bengal force.

(c) Yes.
(d) On the 30th September, 1928, the percentage of Bengali 

Hindu and Mustialman constables in the Bengal Pal ice was
on t>he 31*t December, 1928, it wa# 4 *5 in the Calcutta force.

(e) Because sufficient Bengalis of the required physical standard 
do not present themselven for enrolment as constables.

Mr. JOQEIH CHANDRA GUPTAS Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state what in the required physical standard?

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: 1 want notice of this question.

Mr. JOCEIH CHANDRA CUPTA: Could th? physical standard 
be changed so as to adupt it to the conditions of Bengal and secure 
healthy men from Bengal for the Police Service?

TN Hofl’bte Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: One of the reasons for the 
increase in pay was that we could not get people of the required 
physical standard. The result of getting people below the required 
standard inprder to prevent the strength of the Police from falling 
too low was tfeit %  the time the constables were trained the wastage 
was excessive and a very large number of constables had to be got rid 
of. The remainder were physically unfit and the number of casualties 
from sickness was very heavy indeed, and only a small proportion 
of the constable* were able to serve their whole time. For this reason 
it is most undesirable that the physical standard should be lowered.

Mr* KIRAM SANKAR ROY I Was the physical standard fixed in 
such a way aa to exclude all Bengalis from the service? ,

Vw HWM. Mr. A. N. MOSMLYl That U a natter of opiaioa.
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• m  Mr. P. tANCVWIt (a) Will the Hon* We Member in charge 

of the Local Self-Government Department he pleased to state wkftktf 
it it a fact that the Government in going to establish union board* 
under the Village Self-Government Act, 1919 (Hen. Act V of 1919), 
in the Falta and Mograhat thanas of Diamond Harbour subdivision of 
the 24«Parganas district?

(b) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether public 
opinion was token in the matter?

(c) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that public opinion in the area* 
concerned in decidedly against the establishment of «uch union board*t

MEMBKR in atiarga at LOCAL aELP.QOVERMMENT DEPART* 
MKMT (tfia Han* We iir  N m h  dumber Mlttar)! (a) It in proposed 
to establish eight union boards in the Mograhat ihana and one in the 
Falta thana of the 24-Pftrganas.

(6) Yes.
(a) Thitf d<ie* not ap|>ear to be the case. The proposal was not 

approved, % a majority, by the I/ical Board, but received the approval 
of the District Hoard and in reported to have been well received in the 
village*. Only a few weeks ago the Commissioner on tour in thin area 
received a petition from the local Panchayat Association pressing for 
the establishment of unton boards.

Mr. P. BANERdl: Is it not a fact that the Local Board of 
Diamond Harbour ha* always been turned down in connection with 
the establishment of a union board?

THa HaflPMa Sir PROVASH CHUNOER MITTERt I have already 
stated that M the proposal was not approved by a majority, by the local 
board ”—at hast they did not approve. If the member wants 
further information, I must ask for notice of the question.

Typiata and aapyiata at Court*.

•11. Mm M  tV lO  MA4I9 lAKiH* (it) Will the Bon'ble lim ber 
in charge of the Judicial Department ha pleated to state whether ih* 
Government* are considering the desirability of framing rules to grant 
casual leave with remuneration to typiets and copyists f

(b) Will the Hon'hie Member be pleaeed to state what action, if 
any, has been taken on the memorial* of the typists and copyists euh- 
pitted to the Government and the Hon’Me High Court with regard 
to the fixing of a raitsUe salary to thamf
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Thi Havi’bli Mr. A* N. MOBBRLYl (o) Typists and copyists are
paid by fee* and are not salaried Government servants. The question 
of the grant to them of casual leave with remuneration does not, 
therefore, arise.

(b) The question of organising typists and copyists on a salaried 
basis was fully examined last year, and it was decided not to take 
any action in that direction.

Maulvi SYEO MAJID BAKSHt May I know what objection is 
there to putting the*e typists and copyists on a salary basis as in 
other departments f

The Han9bit Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: In the first place th?y are 
piece workers, and it has been decided that work of this kind is best 
treated as piece work. In the second place, the cost would be enormous.

Maulvi EYED MAJID BAKSHs Cannot this piece work be jointly 
considered as a whole?

Mr. PRESIDENTS That is no question.

3-30 p.m.
Separation of the Judicial from tho Executive.

•12. Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state 
what has become of the proposal regarding the separation of the 
Judicial from the Executive f

(b) Has the Government received any communication in the 
matter either from the Secretary of State or from the Government of 
India recently?

(c) Does the tlefveminent intend to take any action in the matter?
(d) If so, when?

MEMBER la charge af APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT <t!» 
Man’Ma Mr. A. N. Mat»Hy)X (*), (6), (c) and (d) The Member is 
referred to the answer given in the Council of State on the 11th 
September, 1928, to a question ashed on the subject by the Hon'ble 
Mr. Mahmood Suhrawardy, a copy of which is laid on the library 
table. f

In view of this > the Government of Bengal cannot taka 
aay farther action. , t
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Hr. JOCEtH OHANORA O U m t W ill the Hmi'Me Member be 
picked to state whether tke Bengal Government ore contemplating 
any variation with regard to the relation of Judicial and Exeootm, 
ae I  find in the reply referred to by the Hon’ble Member that minor 
variations were left to the Provincial Government?

Hie Hon*feli Mr* A« N. MOBERLYt I have nothing to add to my
answer

Introduction of elective system for the Mnltfa District tear*.

M3, iabii ROMES CHANDRA BACCHI: (*) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the IakuI Kelf~GoAremment Department be 
pleased to state what* step*, if atiy, have two far been taken to intro* 
duce elective system in the District Board of Malda?

(b) Ih it a fact tW  propoaals are going on to establish local 
boards in the district?

(r) If the answer to ih) is in the affirimitivc, will the l!on*hle Mem­
ber lie pleaded to state where and how many local boards are going to be 
established f

(tf) When is the elective *y»tem likely to be fully introduced in 
the Malda District Board}*

The Hon’tllo Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERl (a) to (d)
The elective system i* likely to be introduced for t»he Malda District 
Board at the next Nicon&titution of the District Board after a local 
board ban been formed. Notification No. 1260 L. 8.-0., dated the 
8t>h April, 1929, notified the intention of the Government of Bengal 
to establish a local board for the whole district of Malda; and it 
is hoped that final orders will not be long delayed.

Balm ROMEt CHANORA BAGCHIS Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether all the local bodies in the Malda district 
will enjoy the privilege of elective system when it is established there t

The Hcn*Mi Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTIfll I want 
notice of the question.

• t i •** WtATUL CHAMDflA OANOULIl <•) Is the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Police Department aware that a eettiement
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was made at Barisal on the 7th July, 1928, in preeenoe of the Diatrict 
Magistrate about the right of leading procession with music along 
public thoroughfares in front of mosques, etc. f

(h) If so, wiil the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state tbe terms 
of that settlement?

(c) Is it not a fact that several criminal cases (including a case 
under section 110 of the Criminal Procedure Code) against Srijnt 
Satindra Nath Sen and others were withdrawn by the local authori­
ties after that settlement P

The Hoftfrit Mr. A, N. MOBERLY: (a) Yes.
(I) ** We, the undersigned persons representing Hindus, Muham­

madans, Christians, and other communities residing in this district, 
do hereby agree and declare—

(1) that every member of the public has the right to take pro­
cessions with music along all public thoroughfare* through­
out the district at all hours, subject to the statutory power 
of the Magistrate regarding control of such processions.

(2) that every community will strive to promot? and maintain
good feeling amongst all classes of the people,

(3) that the original of this agreement and declaration will remain
in the office of the District Magistrate to be permanently 
preserved—authenticated copies of which may be available 
to any member of the public on payment of cost—and one 
original copy will be supplied to each of th? communities 
joining in this agreement."

(c) No case uguinst Srijut Satindra Nath Sen was withdrawn— 
three canes against 23 other persons were withdrawn after the 
settlement.

Mwtion trvtt posts to tHs Lower Division assistants of t*» 
Bengal Legislative Department

•IS. Kill EMDADUL MOQUtl (a) With reference to the 
Finance Department order No. 915-F., dated the 31st January, 1929, 
will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Legislative Department be 
pleased to state whether the Government have since considered the 
question of granting of special selection grade posts to tin  Lower 
Division assistant! of the Bengal Legialative Department?

(h) If the answer 4o (a) is in the affirmative, will the H o n ’ble 
Member be pleased to atate what fartlter orders bar* been paartA ht 
that connection?
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(e) I! the question hm not b»an farther considered in i b  internet 
oftfce Legislative Department, will tha Hon’ble Member be pleated 
to Hite the reason therefor?

Tie Hon’Ma tie PROVAtH OHUNOKR MlTTBRl <«), (6) and
(c) Memorials received from the Lover Division assistants on this 
point and others relating to their pay and prospects are under 
consideration.

4ITINDRALAL BANNERdEIl Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to tell us “ under consideration ” by whom?

The Hoft’ble Sir PROVAtH CHUHDCR MITTERt Under the 
consideration of Government.

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEEt Are the proposals ripe for
submission to the Finance Department?

Tha Han'bit Sir PROVAtH CHUNDIR MITTIRi I have nothing 
to mid to whnt I have *nid already.

MMrlblfif ta *- Liberty>f by Ctvammaiit aarvanta*

• I t. KaviraJ BIMALANANOA TARKATIRTHAl (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Political Department be pleated to 
state whether it i# a fact that the officiating District Magistrate of 
Jessore has issued a circular prohibiting Government se(rants from 
subscribing to Liberty?

(b) Is this action due to any circular issued by Government 
placing a ban on Liberty?

MEMBER in eharga of POUTIOAL DEPARTMENT (ttit 
Hon’ble Mr. A. N. Moberly): {«) The answer is in the negative.

(6) The question does not arise.

taiaatlai» grata paata In tba Lower Diviafen al tba Bengal 
taaratartat*

•fZ. Koi BMDADUL MS«|»S< <«) Witi nltmm  to tU
iwpliM l i m  to o ro tu n d  qox tio tu  Km. 90 and 41 at tW  GmmO
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meetings held on the 8th tad  11th February, 1929, reflectively, will 
the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Finance Department he pleated 
to state-—

(*) why an extra selection grade post has been sanctioned in the 
Agriculture and Industries Department having 15 Lower 
Division assistants, and

(it) why the tame privilege bas not been extended to the Educa­
tion and Irrigation Departments both having 16 Lower 
Division assistants?

(b) Is it a fact that an additional selection grade post has been 
sanctioned in the case of the Ix>wer Division assistants of the Public 
Works Department having 27 Lower Division assistants, over and 
above the number to which they are entitled according to the present 
rules?

(r) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state the circumstances under which the 
additional post was sanctioned?

(d) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state why no addi­
tional selection grade post was sanctioned for the Revenue Department 
which has got 28 Lower Division assistants?

MEMBER If) oharc* of FINANCE DEPARTMENT <tbi Hobble 
Mr* M. C« MoAlpin)! (a) (i) The figure 15 shown under column 2 
against Agriculture and Industries Departments in the statement laid 
on the table in reply to clause (n) of Question 30 was an error and 
should have been IT. An extra selection grade post—bringing the 
total of such posts to two—has been sanctioned, as this is admissible 
according to the 10 per cent. rule.

(ii) Does not arise*
(b) No.
(c) Does not arise.
(<f) The Minimum number admissible is three—the existing 

number of selection grade posts in the department.

Umtarvoi Questions
A — -----«-!■«__■»»PVNWOVl TO wlMOw WOW MMi OB VBO VflNOjh

nvNpmoB ,ov oumsoing at dm m M om o wobhoh ovoopon 
•gninot DistHot Jû go, Is n k M

- • '
1. BHJut 1WAY KUMAR CMATYllMBBt <«> W ill the Hon'ble 

Member in charge of the Appointment Department he pleased to state
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whtt&er the Government has received any telegram m  letter ooasplaia- 
ingf ftat Mr. J. Ik , District Judge of Bankura, openly QttTwdl far 
Mr* JF. N. Gupta, a candidate for election to the Bengal Legislative 
Council at the last general election f

(6) Was an open inquiry demanded on tlui point?
(c) What are the reasons for not instituting an open inquiry?

Tfei Mr. A* N. MOBKIILYI (a) Government received a
telegram purporting to have been sent by the member who has aiked 
this question in which it was stated that there was a strong local 
rumour that some pleaders and ci*il court assistants were canvassing 
at the instance of Mr. De.

</>) An inquiry was asked for.
(c) As Mr. De denied the rumour for the truth of whieh the sender 

of the telegram did not appear to vouch, no further action was oon* 
aidered necessary.

Mr. KIRAM SAMKAR ROY I Was any telegram sent to ftrijut 
Bijay Kumar Chatter jee?

The Hffl’Mc Mr. A. M. MOBERLYt Not that I know of.

Mr. KIRAM SANKAR ROYl Does the Hon’ble Member mean to 
say that Mr, Ohatterjee wss not prepared to vouch for the utatement 
made in his telegram ?

The Htn'M* Mr. A* N. MOBERLY I I stated that the sender of 
the telegram did not appear to vouch for the correctness of the teW» 
gram. I am afraid I have not got the telegram with me but the 
sender referred to a rumour.

Mr. KIRAM SAMKAR ROYl Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
to state when and how did Mr. De deuy these rumour*P

TM MfffMi Mr. A. N. MOBERLYI I must ask for fresh notice 
of this question.

Mr* O. N. ROY I Was the denial of the District Judge of Bankura 
considered sufficient P

TIM Mbr’Mb Mr* A. M* MOBERLY I Yes, in view of the etmtra* 
stances*

•fltai SAMTOSM KUMAR RABUt Did the Hon’ble Member think 
it necessary to make aqr ndm m m  to the sender of t b  telegram as 
to whether he was prepared to fo s d  lot ill eorrectaess or mait
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,„HM Hart* Mr. A. N. MM iHLVt No.

•ata 1I40Y KRISHNA M i l l  In view of the fact that a 
member of this Council vouch»  for the telegram, are the Government 
now prepared to start an inquiry ?

THs Hon’Ms Mr. A* N. MOBERLY: No, Sir. 

Babu BUOY KRISHNA BOSE: May I know the reasons? 

The Hon’Mo Mr. A* N. Mobortyi The matter is finished.

Mr. D* Na ROY I Cannot the question be re-opened ?

T1»0 HŴ Wl Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: The member has been returned 
and I do not see how the question can be re-opened now.

Allegation of canvassing at election against Subdivisions!
Offlosr, Banfcura.

8a Srijllt BI4AY KUMAR CHATTERJill («) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state 
how long Babu Anadi Ranjan Bone in Rationed at Bankura a« Sub- 
divisional Officer?

(6) Did the Government receive any complaint against him about 
his meddling in election affairs?

(c) Is it a fact that he was in charge of Bengal Legislative Council 
Election in Bankura and in charge of election office?

(d) Is it a fact that he openly canvassed for Mr. J. N. Gupta?
(*) Did the Government receive any telegram for an open inquiry?
(/) If so, %&•£> steps, if any, have the Government taken on the

said telegram?

TH* Hon’Ms Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: (a) Since October 25th, 1926.
(6) Tee.
M
(<*) No,
(e) (tarertki&qqt received a telegram in which immediate inter* 

vention was requested., Thera waa no request lor an inquiry.
(/) Nona; the Matter waa primarily o*e for the local oMftws, and 

there was no indication ihtt they had has* approached.
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«  MaaM SYIO JALALUDDIN H A M M Y  t Wffl Um  Hon'N#
M«ab«r in charge of the Political Department be p k ttd  to state 
whether tkk Government has issued any instructions to t)»  Government 
of 41m United Province* to take ip«d«l « n  of Mr. MumImp A M  of 
Bengal, a convict in the Cawnpur Bolshevik ease, who it reported to bt 
•offering from phthisis, ws a patient and an invalid?

Tl» H«t»Ma Mr* 4 . N. MOBBItLYl No sttch request baa been
made by this Government.

Mariana Md» JUmiR Kltan̂ a pHgrtiM â i i  MatiMk
4. Menivi SYKD JALALUDOIN HAiHKMYl (e) Will tbe Hoo’ble

Member in charge of the Political Department b§ pleated to etate 
whether it is a fact that the Mussalman pilgrims generally visit Mecca, 
Medina and Palestine, the three important shrines, when they go to 
pilgrimage from India?

(6) 1$ the Hon’ble Member aware that Maulana Md* Akram Khan 
wan not granted a passport to visit Palestine when he went to pilgrim* 
age to Mecca thin year?

(c) If no passport was granted to him, will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state the reason thenpfor?

(d) Is it a faot that persons other than Meulana Md. Akram Khan 
were granted pa#*|>orU to visit Palestine this year?

(r) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, will tbe Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state the reasons for tbe differential treatment?

(/) Is it a fact that the political views of Maulana Md. Akrmm 
Khan stood in the way of tbe privilege of visiting tbe boly shrine 
of Palestine? *

Tht Ban’tta Mr. A* N. MOBCRLYl (a) Tbe majority of M nasal*
man pilgrims from India do not visit Palestine.

(6) and (r) Maulana Md. Akram Khan did not apply for a pass­
port to visit Palestine.

(rf) Yes.
(e) and (/) Do not arise.

. i:  toM M  m i Mfc
fc SrSak IM M CM TN  M N ttM M l Will tte M a r ik  I0w*«r 

la efcug* of tk# AppoiataMat Dqariaat h* pi—«id to *tab 4h*
I
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total expenditure incurred by Government for conducting the general 
election of member# to the Bengal Legislative Council in the years 
1926 and 1929 respectively?

TIN HtnHHa Mr. A. N* MOBERLY: In 1926 the cost of preparing
electoral rolls was Its, 1,34,935-15-7. The cost of conducting the 
elections was Rs. 77,011-4-10. The cost of conducting the election* 
in 1929 is not yet known.

Rural water-supply in ttia 24-Parganas«

S. Maulvi MUHAMMAD SAADATULLAH: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Local Self-Government Department aware 
that the people of the major portions of the 24-Parganas district 
acutely suffer for want of good drinking water?

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking any 
special measure for an adequate supply of good drinking water?

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: («) and (6) The
problem of rural water-supply in the 24-Parganas is similar to that in 
many other districts. The following extract from the Commissioner's 
report on District Boards for the year 1927-28 goes to show that the 
position is improving: —

‘4 In the 24-Parganas sinking of 150 tube-wells, excavation of 5 
tanks, re-excavation of 25 tanks and two masonry wells were com­
pleted during the year under re]>ort. In addition a good number of 
tube-wells were sunk by the Union Boards. The excavation of seven 
tanks, four masonry well* and sinking of 40 tube-wells were under 
construction. The total number of tube-wells came to 841, and the 
Board maintained a staff conniving of one Inspector, one mechanic and 
five mistries to look after them. A sum of Its. 12,898 was paid by the 
Board for the combined water-supply scheme to supplement the Govern­
ment grant placed under the District Magistrate for the sinking of 
tube-wells and excavation of tanks in rural areas done through the 
I^ocal Boards, Union Boards and I’nion Committees. It is reported 
that the Board was able to remove to some extent the water scarcity 
of the district/’

The expenditure of the District Board on water-supply in the same 
year was Rs. 96,247, and the proposals for a special water-supply loan 
include an application for a loan of Rs. 1,00,000 from this Board. An 
annual allotment is made by the Commissioner to the District Magis­
trate out of the provision of Rs. 2,60,000 for expenditure on water- 
supply. Government have no special measures in contemplation for 
this district apart from its general policy.



QFE8TI0H& u

9* m  MANMATHA MATH ROY I Will the Hon’Ue Member be 
pleased to state when the scheme for a loan of a crore of rupees to 
the district boards which was proposed three years ago is to be given 
sffect to?

Tht Hffi’M# Sir PROVASH CHUNOER MITTCR: That does not 
arise over this question. This question is only limited to the district 
jf the 24-Pargana*. Then* in another question relating to the whole 
province when this supplementary question might arine.

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question does not arise and the Hon'ble 
tfembn* need not reply.

Bartaal Matfiaal Mutt.

7. Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bahadurs Will 
he Hon’ble Member in rhar^e of the l^^al Self-Government (Medical) 
)epartment be pleased to #tat*-~

it) when the allotment for the construction <>f Barisal Medical School 
rill he made;

<m) when the construction i» likely to begin; and
(m) when the ^rhool i# likely to l»e started?

MEMBER in ohargi of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT 
[MEDICAL) DEPARTMENT (tha Han’bla Sir Pravaah Chundar 
Mittar): (t) A supplementary demand for Its. 84,3(»6, the fir#t in­
stalment of the fund* required, is before this sennion of the legisla­
tive Council.

(m) Ah (toon as poanihle after the land acquisition proceedings, 
which, it i*» hoped, will be completed before the end of the year.

(in) It is too early to forecast the date of opening the school.

Gumti flaad.

S» Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: (a) U the Hon'ble Member 
d charge of the Revenue Department aware that there was a disastrous 
lood in the district of Tip]>era in June, 1929, owing to breaches in tha 
embankments of the Gumti river?

(6) If the anflwer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Mao* 
mr be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing—

<t) the area affected by the flood; -
(u) tha area of agricultural land so affected;



(Hi) the area of that portion of the affected land on which standing 
paddy crop was destroyed at the time of the flood;

(tv) the total value of the crop damaged; and
(v) the total damage to houses and other properties?

MEMBER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'Mo 
Sir Provash Chundsr Mittsr): (a) Yes

(b) (i) 97 *75 square miles.
(it) 53 square miles.
(tu) 45 *f>f> square miles.
(iv) Rupees 24,60,550 (Rs. 17,54,400 for paddy and Rs. 7,02,150 for 

jute).
(v) 25 to 30 houses were actually brought down. There was no loss 

of life or cattle.

Loan for rural water-supply asked by the District Board of Hooghly.

9. Srijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: (a) Will ‘ the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that the District Board of Hooghly applied 
to the Government for a loan of Its. 2,00,000 for rural water-supply 
about two years ago?

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble 
Member be pleased to state when this loan is likely to be granted?

The Hoft'Mt Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (a) and (b) The
Hooghly District Board resolved last year to approach Government for a 
loan of Rs. 3,00,000 as part of the scheme for a water-supply loan; but 
details of the proposals and the formal application for the loan have 
not yet been received. As most of the District Boards that applied 
for loans lor water-supply did not follow the suggestions contained 
in the Government letter of the 2Kth May, 1928, and as some of the 
District Boards made a number of fresh proposals it became necessary 
to examine certain questions raised in the letters of the various District 
Boards. The questions so raised are still under the consideration of 
Government, and a further communication will be made to the Hooghly 
District Board after a decision has been reached.

Proposal ovotftridgs lino for Khulna Chat station.

m  Mauhri SYED JALALUDDIN HASHBMYl (a) Will the 
Hon*ble Member in charge of the Public Works (Railways) Department

16 QUESTIONS. [6th Am.t
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be plotted to state whether it is a fact that the passengers from Khulna 
station intending’ to board different steamers of various lines from 
Khulma line station are to crass the railway line with a considerable 
ride of their lives?

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the BLon’ble 
Member be pleased to state what step the Government propoee to take 
in the matter?

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of asking the 
Railway authorities either to construct an overbridge or to make another 
platform opposite the station for the steamer passengers?

MEMBER in charge of PUSLIO WORKS (RAILWAYS) 
DEPARTMENT (the HoifMt Mr. M. 0. MoAlpift): «i) For certain 
steamer services passengers have to cross the railway lines. No case 
of accident arising therefrom is on record, which would have been 
avoided had there been an overbridge.

(b) and <r) The Railway authorities recognise the desirability of 
constructing an overbridge and have called for detailed plans and 
estimates. The work will be taken in hand as soon as funds can be 
allotted.

Sillt to amend oirtaln Smgal Act*.

11. Srijut TARAKNATH MUKERJCA: (ri) Will the Hcm’ble 
Member in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state whether it is in the contemplation of Government to 
introduce in the Bengal Legislative Council in the near future Bill* 
to amend—

(1) the Bengal Local Self-Government Act of 1886 (Bengal Act
III of 1886);

(2) the Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 1919 (Bengal Act
V of 1919); and

(3) the Bengal Municipal Act, 1884?

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the HonTile 
Member be pleased to state when those amending Bills are expected 
to be ready for introduction in the Council ?

THe Han’Me Sir PR0VASH CHUNDER MITTERl <*) and (b)
There is scope for the amendment of these Acta, bat no Bills for the 
purpoee are included in the legislative programme of Goremmert for 
this Seesion, nor can it be said when they will be introduced.
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Procession with music in pufelle thoroughfares of Patuekheii.

12. Dr. MOHINI MOHAN DAS: (a) Is the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Police Department aware that the settlement of the 
Patuakhali dispute was effected at Barisal on the 7th July, 1928?

(b) Is it a fact that prominent members of all communities and 
Government officials in the district were parties to this settlement ?

(c) Is it a fact that several criminal cases against Srijut Satindra 
Nath Sen and others were withdrawn by the authorities as a part of the 
settlement ?

Th# Hoffbte Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: (a) Yes.
(b) Yes.
(c) No case against Srijut Satindra Nath Sen was withdrawn. 

Three cases against 2ft other persons were withdrawn in view of but 
not as part of the settlement.

Supply of food to Bengali prisoners transferred outside.

13. Babti PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department be pleased to 
state whether the Bengali political prisoners transferred to other 
provinces are supplied with food to which they are accustomed?

(M If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon'hie Member 
be pleased to state the reasons therefor?

The Hon*We Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (a) and (b)
Bengali prisoners are supplied with food according to the rules in 
force in the Province in which they are confined.

Babu PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULIS Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to Mate whether the Bengal political prisoners 
transferred to other provinces are supplied with food to which they 
are accustomed? The answer already given in the printad paper in 
reply to my question is no answer to my question. Therefore I am 
repeating it. ,

Mr. M. SBN CUPTAl On a point of order, Sir, I submit that
the answer which is printed is no answer to the first part of the
question. The question was whether the Bengal Political prisoners 
transferred to at&er provinces are supplied with food to which they
are accustomed and life answer was that the Bengal prisoners art
supplied with food according to the rules in force in the province in 
which they have been transferred. 1 submit this is no answer.
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Mr* PRESIDENT: T have bad on several occasions to meet points 
like the (me that you have raised and every time I  made it abundantly 
clear that the member* have got to accept the answer* as they are
and they can not inMs* upon a Member of Government to give any
answer other than what he had thought fit to give.

Mr* 4. M. BIN CUPTAs Now that we have pointed this out will 
the Hon’ble Member be pleased to give a proper answer to the question?

Mr. PRESIDENTS I have not the slightest objection to admit it
as a supplementary question.

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER) I have given
aw full a reply as po^Mo and furthermore I feel the hon’ble member 
will realise that it in not a matter within my special cognisance.

Mr. PRESIDENT! The point is whether Bengal political prisoner* 
trannferred to other provinces are supplied with food to which they 
are accustomed.

The Hen’bie Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: 1 am not in
a position to add anything more a* it relates to other provinces.

Maulvi ABUL KASFM: Are we to understand that the Member 
of the Government can #ive any answer relevant or irrelevant which 
he thinks ne<e*»ary in reply to a question? If so, what is our 
remedy ?

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 have often told you that the remedy lies in 
putting supplementary questions.

Mr. D« N. ROY: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state 
whether the food supplied according to the rules in force in the 
province is the food whic h is usually taken by Bengalis?

The Htft’Me Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER * I cannot tell 
you. It relates to various province*.

Mr. <1. M. SEN CUPTAs Does the Hon'bl* Member know that 
rice is the food generally taken by Bengalis and in other provinces 
chapaties are supplied to prisoners?

The HenfMe Sir PROVABM CHUNDER MITTER s I know that. 
In other provinces the prisoners are supplied food according to rales 
in force in the jail there. 1
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Babu SANTOSH KUMAR BASUs Was any attempt made by tbe
Hon’ble Member to find out whether the food supplied was according 
to the Bengal custom and whether any specific inquiry was made?

The Han’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: No, because
under the Jail Code it is not perhaps always possible.

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Is it not possible to make 
inquiries with a view to change the rules in the Jail Codes of other 
provinces?

Tb* Hon'We Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MftTER: No, it is not
possiole for another province.

Reoaivinf barge at Sandwip station.

14. Maulvi BY SO JALALUDDIN HASH1MY! (a) Is the
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Marine Department aware that 
recently the flat steamer attached to the Sandwip station in the Barisal» 
Chittagong line was damaged by the storm?

(6) Is the Hon’ble Member also aware that it has been replaced by 
a much smaller fiat steamer ?

(c) Is it also a fact that the latter is very unsuitable and risky for 
the landing of passengers?

(d) If the answer to (c) in in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state what step*, if any, the Government proposes 
to take in the matter?

The Hen*bte Mr. M. C. McALPIN: (a) Yes. The receiving barge 
at Sandwip was slightly damaged in a storm on the 5th June last and 
had to Ih* withdrawn for repairs.

(b) The dimensions of the barge which was withdrawn were 
86 'x 16' x 7 \  and it was replaced by one measuring 75'*18'*7'.

(c) The present receiving barge is fitted in exactly the same manner 
as the one which has been withdrawn, and a similar barge served at 
Sandwip satisfactorily for a period of about two years prior to August, 
1927.

(d) Does not arise.

President Fund ef teaohcrs in Aria Cdlefse.

tS. Maulvi SYfD JALALUDDIN HASHEMYs (a) Is the Hon’ble
Member in charge of the Education Department aware that many aided 
mad unaided private Arts colleges are being managed on a deficit 
budgtff
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(6) l« the Hon’ble Member aware that soma of these colleges have 
no* been able to start Provident Funds for the teachers owing to 
shortness of funds?

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of giving* 
special grants to these colleges toward* their Provident Funds, as they* 
have done in the cas* of many secondary schools? If so, when?

MEMBER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (th*
Hen'ble Mr. M. C. McAtpin): (a) Government are aware that some 
non-Governm?nt Arts colleges have been financially affect'd, perhap* 
temporarily, on account of fall in the number ot students and the 
consequent diminished fee-income.

(h) Government have no information.
(c) No.

Grants to tea! statutory bodies.

18. Babu BANAT KUMAR RAY OHAUDHURIS Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Local Self-Government Department 
be pleased to state—

(«) the amount actually paid out of Provincial revenues as grant*
to—

<l) municipalities,
(2) district and local boards,
(3) union boards,
(4) Calcutta Improvement Trust, 

per annum in the province;

(tt) the principles upon which the distribution of the available 
funds is made to the above bodies; and

(tu) whether the resolution of Government of India in 1918 that 
these bodies should receive a certain portion of the cesse* 
levied within their areasf is followed or taken into con«i~ 
deration ?

Tbs Han’Ma Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERs (.) The follow- 
ing figure* have been compiled from the reports for the year 1927-28: —

(1) Es. 3,33,m
(2) Es. 38,16,568.
0 )  Re. 1,31,600.
(4) Rs. 1,60,000.
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(u) It would be impossible within the scope of a reply to a question 
to deal adequately with the principle* governing the distribution of 
grants to the various types of local body, but the ultimate criterion is 
that of local needs in relation to local resources and local efforts. Other 
•demands on Provincial Revenues and the financial position of the 
Province have also to be considered.

(tit) There is no cess in municipal areas. All cesses less cost of 
collections are made over to district board*. Union boards are con­
stituted under the Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 1919, and 
were not in existence when the resolution of the Government of India 
in 1918 was published. Section 46 of the Bengal Tillage Self-Govern­
ment Act of 1919 provides for grants-in-aid by district boards to 
union boards.

Babil SANAT KUMAR RAY CHAUDHURI: Was the resolution 
of the Government of India of 1918 intended to apply to village 
panchayets now occupied by newly constituted union boards?

Tha Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: The answer 
to the first part is in the affirmative and that to the second part in 
the negative.

Appointment of Honorary Magistrates from depressed classes.

17. Rai Sahib REBAT I MOHAN BARKER: (a) Will the 
Hon’hie Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing the present number of Honorary 
Magistrates recruited from the depressed classes in Bengal?

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of recruiting 
more Honorary Magistrates from the depressed classes?

Thi Hon’ble Mf. A. N. MOBERLY: (a) Government have no 
information.

fh) There is m  objection to appointing Honorary Magistrates 
from the depressed classes if by their education, public spirit and 
character they are found to be suitable.

Prinoipalshlp of Bothuno College.

IS. Mr. SYAMAPROSAD M00KER4EE! (*) Is the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Education Department aware that a resolu­
tion moved by Mt. J. N. Basu in the Bengal Legislative Council on 
the 13th March, 1924, was passed urging the Government to consider 
the desirability of appointing an Indian lady as Principal of the 
Bethune College ?
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(b) Is it a fact that Mias G. M. Wright, permanent Principal of 
tha Bethuae College, has retired from service?

(a) Is it a fact that Mrs. Rajkumari Das is acting as Principal 
of the College?

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of confirming 
Mrs. Rajkumari Das as permanent Principal of the College?

Tho HontH# Mr. M. 0. MoALPIN: (a) Yes.
(b) Yes.
(c) Yes.
id) The Principalship of the Bethune College it* a special post in 

the Indian Educational Service, and according to the orders of the 
Secretary of State for India no appointment to the Indian Educational 
Service can he made at present. The Secretary of State has outhorised 
the local Government to create a higher Provincial Educational 
Service in lieu of the Indian Educational Service, and the question 
of the creation of such a service is under the consideration of Govern­
ment. When the proposed new service is created it will be possible 
to take up the question of the desirability of appointing Mrs. R. Das 
substantively.

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to *tate whether it i.s proposed to appoint a European lady 
a# Principal of the Bethune College?

Tho Hon’tHo Mr. M. C. MoALPIN: No, I have not heard of the
proposal.

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon’Me Member 
be pleased to state when a permanent Principal in going to be 
appointed?

Tho Hofl'blo Mr. M. C. MoALPIN: The question of permanence 
is a technical question.

Mr. PRESIDENT: T cannot follow you.

Tho Htft’bto Mr. M. C. MoALPIN: It i* a technical question con­
nected with the formation of the new educational services. When the 
higher Provincial Educational Service in created the technicality will 
be removed.

Mr. 40CISH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’hle Member be 
pleased to explain to fche House as to what his idea is about technical 
question?

Mr. PRlSIDINTl That in no question.
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OMttruotiM of Pirejpur CovwMMnt Sodool taiiMng.
*

19. Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bahadur:
Will the Hon'ble Member in charge of the Education Department 
be pleased to state—

(i) when allotment for the construction of Pirojpur (Bakarganj) 
Government School building will be made; and

(it) when the construction is likely to begin?

The Hon'ble Mr. M. C. MoALPIN: (i) It cannot be stated
definitely when the necessary fund* may become available for allot­
ment.

(ii) Thfc construction of the building depends on the allotment of 
the necessary funds.

Distriot Exoise offloers.

tt. Dr. MOHINI MOHAN DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Agriculture and Industries (Excise) Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that while the District Excise 
officers are on tour, the licensees, whose shops they inspect, are com­
pelled -to secure their fooding and all other necessaries?

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state what action, if any, has been taken in 
the matter?

(c) If no action has been taken, are the Government considering 
the desirability of holding public inquiry into the matter?

MEMBER in chargs of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
(EXCISE) DEPARTMENT (tho Hon'ble Mr. M. C. MoAlpin)!
(a) Officers of the Excise Department are prohibited from accepting 
anything whatsoever from Excise licensees, and departmental pro­
ceedings are taken against any officer who is detected doing so.

(b) and (r) Do not arise.

Allotment of time* for the disposal of the demand* for grants.

Mr. PRESIDENTS I have to remind the members that* under the 
orders of His Excellency the following are the times allotted for the 
disposal of the several demands for grants under the major heeds:—

32.—Medical 
34.—Agriculture 
41*—Civil Works

Head#.

... 0 26

... 0 16

Hour. Minutes. 
1 16
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DEMANOt FOR GRANTS. 

32.—Martini.

TIM Hon'bto Sir PROVASH CHUNDER HITTER I On the recom­
m e n d a tio n  of His Excellency the Governor, I be* to move that a 
mm of R». 50,000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
1132-—Medical " for grant to the Calcutta Hoapital Nurae*’ 
Institution.

This, Sir, is a non-recurring grant to enable the Nurses’ Institution 
to tide over their immediate financial difficulties It appear* that
in the year 1928 their deficit amounted to over Rs. 50,<M)0. It also
appears that during t>he lust three years the institution has been 
working at a deficit, and the total amount of the deficit for the last 
three years is about Rs. 70,000. The institution has almost reached 
the limit of its overdrawing powers from the bank; and, unless 
immediate help be forthcoming, the institution will W placed in an 
extremely difficult position.

As a result of its financial |x>sition the institution had to stop
recruiting from April last. The effect of this stoppage has been that
the nurses in the Medical College Hospital are lw*ing overworked. 
Some of the probationers on account of overwork hove left their 
service and nursing in the hospital is suffering. In the interest of 
the hospitals of Calcutta it is of the utmost importance to give thi* 
timely relief to the Nurses* Institution.

With these words. Sir, I move the demand that stands in my
name.

Babu BE JOY KRISHNA BOSE: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 50,000 under the head “ —Medical M for grant to the
Calcutta Hospital Nurses’ Institution be reduced by Rs. 49,600.

It was only four months ago in March last that we fully discussed
this subject in the House. The demand was then made for a lakh
of rupees and there was considerable reluctance on the part of most 
of the members to support the Government proposal. A compromise 
was at last arrived at; and although there was not a definite promise 
but there was something like a promise made that efforts would be 
made to train Indian nurses. To-day no reason has been given by 
the Hon’ble Member why within these four months it has been found 
necessary to come forward with a further demand of Rs. 60,000 under 
that head again. The only reason given is that during the last three 
years the deficit of the institution amounted to Rs. 70,000, If that 
is so it was within the knowledge of the Hon’ble Member in charge 
in March last and why was it that he did not then make a  demand
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of one lakh and seventy thousand rupees. Why these demahds are 
being made piecemeal I do not understand. If I remember aright 
tbe Hon’ble Member then stated that a large number of Indian ladies 
were not coming forward to take their training in nursing and that 
is the reason why Indian women could not be trained as nurses. In 
the course of tfoe speech—if I remember aright—he invited the co­
operation of my friends Dr. Bidhan Chandra Boy and Dr. Kumud 
Sankar Ray to work out a scheme for the purpose of giving training 
to Indian nurses.

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: On a point of personal explanation. 
The Hon’bie Member referred to the scheme in his speech but since 
then I have heard nothing about it.

BalNl BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: I was about to say that. Before 
we vote for the supplementary demand I should like to know whether 
the Hon’ble MemWr had a«ked the help of the two eminent Doctors 
he named to formulate the scheme or any step has Wen taken to
carry out the scheme if one is already prepared. I fear, Sir, that
nothing has been done, that no attempt has been made to train Indian 
nurses and now we are told that because there is a deficit we should 
grant another lls. 50,(XX). I am not much in touch with the Corpora­
tion now but 1 understand there was a hot discussion with regard 
to the Corporation grant to this institution and that a compromise 
was arrived at> on a promise being made that some Indian women would 
be trained as nurses. If I am incorrect in my statement I hope the 
Corporation members who are also members of this Council will correct 
me.

My next point in th is: Perhaps it would be said that it id difficult 
to train Indian women as nurses; they have not got much English 
education. I do not know whether this is a sufficient reason why Indian 
women could not lie trained as nurses. Certainly they can be trained 
even if they are not educated in English—they can be trained in
Bengali, instructions as to the names of medicines, in the use of
instruments cun be given in Bengali. It was said by Mr. Clarke 
that there are over 70,(XX) Indian patients in the hospitals, while the 
number of European patients was only 8,000 or 9,000. If this is no 
there is all the more reason why Indian women should be trained as 
nurses for the purpose of attending to these Indian patients, I do 
not know whether Government has ever thought that not only women 
but men should also be trained iu the art of nursing. I understand 
that this is being done in the Carmichael Medical College.

It is said that these nurses are trained in this institution for tb» 
purpose of acting as nurses in the different hospitals in Calcutta but 
I believe that nurses who are trained in these institutions also enjey 
tke privilege of private practice and some of then art not In



1929.} * DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. IT

touch with any of the hospitals. If you look up Telephone Gfaid* 
you will find there are centres where these European nurses trained 
in this institute may be found. We find a Nurses' Bureau at 110r 
Elliott Road. There is another nurses centre st 36, Chowringheer 
and there are other centre# also. 1 should like to know whether these* 
nurses have been trained in this institute or not before* we vote for 
this demand. I know that these nurses demand very high fees for 
attending patients and 1 do not know whether provincial revenue* 
ought to be charged for the purposes of training of these nurses in 
order that they tuny practice as private nuraes charging high fees. 
My submission is that until a scheme is made out to train Indian 
women as nurses, provincial revenue ought not to be charged in this 
manner for the Hospital Nurses’ Institute.

4 p.m.
Mr. PRESIDENT: It will save quite a lot of time if we have 

one discussion on all the three motions.
The following motion standing in the name of Srijut Taraknath 

Mukerjea was called but not moved: —
** That the demund of Rs. 50,(KM) under t«he head ‘ 32.—Medical * 

for grant to the Calcutta Hospital Nuraes* Institution be reduced by 
Re. 1 (to open a discussion to nay that this grant is too much and 
alao to wiy that w hile  very jkhh* grants have been made to the more 
important medical works so much have been granted to the Calcutta 
Hospital Nurses’ Institution).”

M il  MANMATHA NATH ROYt 1 beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 50,(KM) under the head M 32.—Medical ” for grant to the 
Calcutta Hospital Nurses’ Institution be reduced by Re. 1.

This token cut of Re. 1 is meant to raise a debate on tiie question 
of employment of and facilities for Indian nurses—a subject which 
has already been touc hed upon by my learned friend Mr. B. K. Bose,, 
the mover of the motion for reduction. In March last, as has been 
mentioned by Mr. B. K. Bose, the Hon'ble Sir P. C. M it ter assured 
tikis House, when this House voted a demand of Rs. 1 lakh for the 
same purpose, that he would formulate a scheme for the training of 
an adequate number of Indian nurses. It appears that* in four months 
the Institute needs Rs. 50,000 more. It may be known to the members 
of this Hou*e that the Calcutta Hospital Nurses* Institute was estab* 
lished about 70 years ago for the purpose of training, recruiting and 
supplying the entire nursing staff to certain hospitals in Calcutta and 
(he more important of these hospitals are Abe Presidency General 
Hospital and the Medical College Hospital. One essential point to 
be noted is that this Institute enjoys a monopoly in Hie matter of 
supply of nurses to these hospitals, 1 do not deny that the Nttlsss^
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Institute which was started 70 years ago had done splendid work, 
especially at a time when there was no other institution for training 
nnrses in this country and no Indian ladies could be available for 
the purpose; but though the state of things has now changed, the 
privilege of serving as nurses in these hospitals has remained a 
privilege for a few and the Indian ladies are denied the privilege of 
Jbqing trained in this Institute. I must say that I do not raise any 
lacial question and I hate raising racial questions while discussing 
any subject in this House. The question which I raise is a question 
purely of principle.

In the hospitals served by this Institute, about one lakh of indoor 
and outdoor patients are treated; of these 14,000 are Europeans and 
Anglo-Indians and 86,000 are Indians. 1 do not grudge our Anglo- 
Indian and European friends being nursed by their own people but 
the question which arises is, whether the Anglo-Indian nursing staff 
is at all suitable for the 86,000 Indian patients. Of couise there is 
the question of expense; it cannot be denied that* Indian nurses may 
he had at certainly much less cost. I do not pres* that j>oint at pre­
sent but the more important point now is whether the Anglo-Indian 
nurses are at all suitable for the purpose of Indian patients. It can­
not be denied that our Anglo-Indian nurses do not understand the 
language of the Indian patients; they do not know the manners and 
customs of these Indian patients and they are not in a position to 
appreciate the small details which are essential to a successful relation­
ship of the patient and the nurse. It is suid and it is often urged 
that the Indian nurses of the right type are not available. I deny 
that charge and say that it cannot be true. Dr. Bidhan Ch. Roy 
-will be able to testify that he is the head of an institution which has 
irained nurses purely from the bhculralog class and so also Dr. Kumud 
Sankar ltoy can testify to the successful working of the Chittaranjan 
Hospital by Indian nurses. It cannot be true to say that the 
Institution has failed to secure the right type of Indian ladies suit­
able for nursing. The Institute in its report in 1927 said, and there 
the truth cam# out, that they were not prepared to train Indian nurses 
without additional grants from the Government and the Corporation. 
'That is the real reason, that is the truth, and it is a mere camouflage 
to nay that the right type of Indian nurses are not available. The 
inclusion seems to me to be this: that the Institute has either no 
inclination to secure the proper type of Indian ladies or it doe* not 
-enjoy the confidence of the Indian public. In either case, I would 
*tsk the Institute to give up this monopoly of supplying nurses. When 
Indian nurses have proved successful such a monopoly it wholly 
unjustified. Dr. Bidhan Ch. Roy and Dr. Kumud Sankar Roy are 
4here and there are various others who are in a position to train Indian 
nureee for these hospitals. If the Institute has failed in its doty I 
would ask the Government to employ some other mease for providing
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*n adequate number of Indian nurse* lor theee hospital*. I t  «m  only 
the oiler day I found that this Institute at the instance of the 
Calcutta Corporation offered to train four Indian nurses. I ask tbit 
House whether this is a number sufficient for the purpose or in any way 
near it. I emphatically repudiate tbe suggestion that an adequate 
number of suitable Indian nurses are not available or that they hart 
been found wanting.

Mr. W, L. TRAVERS: During the Marcb session we had what 
I thought a very instructive debate upon the subject which is now 
before the Council. A was tuy thought towards the conclusion of 
that debate that we had come to some sort of rough arrangement 
between this side of the House and the other in regard to this grant 
and important subject of nursing. There is a desire, a perfectly 
natural and a perfectly reasonable desire, amongst Bengalis that more 
girls of their community should be taught and instructed in the great 
task of nursing and that more of them should adopt that form of 
livelihood. Up to the present the Calcutta Nurses Institute although 
they bavf tried have not been successful in getting ejjther the right 
class or the right type of Indian girl* for that teaching. On tbe 
tit her hand it was clearly expressed in the budget debate that certain 
eminent Indian doctors who are also social reformers had been 
successful. I said theu and 1 suy now with the greatest emphasis 
that the British group here—and more than the British group 
all Britishers in Calcutta and all of them have the greatest sympathy 
wi(*h the and are willing to push forward the scheme in any
way which is open to them. It seems to me now that we have got to 
what may be stated to be a stumbling block. What is required is a 
scheme or programme and I hope and trust that before th*! next 
budget comes up a scheme or programme for the training of Indian 
nurses will have been prepared. 1 am very worn* that I myself do 
not live in Calcutta or else I would l>e glad to work for this admirable 
object. Meanwhile, as I say let us hope that by next March when we 
dincms the budget we shall have a scheme before us and we, on this 
side of the House, will be able to redeem with the greatest pleasure 
the pledge that we have made to support this proposal for a grant 
from Government.

But meanwhile there is the question of this Nursing Institution 
itself. There is no doubt apparently that it is so far as its finance is 
concerned in a very bad way. For four years there was a deficit end 
the! deficit had gradually increased until there is a net deficit of 
Rs. 50,000 over and beyond the amount that it has received from 
Government. As the position is at present though more Indian nuteee 
ere bang trained it seems to me that the only society for the m oaeit 
to anpply nuraee to the hospitals is the Calcutta Nurses’ IsiU M m  
end that for the pieeent it ie our duty end our job to support thee

4
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institution (mind we Britishers do our best to help the institution by 
voluntary subscriptions as well). But as I say let us hope that next 
March there will be either a grant to a Branch of the Calcutta Nursing: 
Institution to deal with Indian nurses or to a sister organisation and 
the mover of this resolution will find that we on this side will, as I 
say, carry out our pledge of support to the letter. In the meantime 
I ask this House to vote this grant without very much more debate.

Babu BANTOBH KUMAR BABUl As one connected with the 
civic administration of this great city I feel reluctant to oppose a 
giant of this character, but I feel bound to oppose this particular 
motion for grant. I support the amendment moved by inv fiiend 
Mr. B. K. Bose. This question of grant to the Calcutta Hospital 
Nurses' Institution is not new either to this House or to the other 
body—I mean, the Corporation of Calcutta. In meetings of the 
Calcutta Corporation this question has been raised again and again 
and it has been decided that we should not vote ttie full grant unle«s 
nnd until we can come to some sort of a compromise with the Hospital 
Nurses* Institution and enforce the considered decision of the Indian 
people of the city, vis., that there should be a really decent number 
of trained Indian nurses available for nursing the Indian patients of 
the city.

4-15 p.m.
We have been tcrld times without number whenever these motion* 

come up before public bodies that when the next* «*tep is \aken, pro* 
vjBion for Indian nurses will be made; but that step never comes, 
and the old, old plea is put forward repeatedly that the right class of 
Indian nurse* is not available. Sir, I say that tihe old, old plea of 
the right class of Indian nurses not being available, has been invariably 
trotted out in this city for many years, and it is time that some other 
new plea had been found out. The Indian Civil Service was at one 
time a British monopoly, the recruitment to it* was entirely British, 
but times have changed and Indians are now recruited as members of 
that Service on the soil of India. Now do tbe nursing staff of &e 
Calcutta Medical College Hospital require such a rare and high type 
of training, that recruits cannot be had from among Indian ladiesf 
Times without number we have been told that Indian ladies cannot 
be had. I refu&e to believe it. I call it a libel on the m6thers and 
tisters of our race. Am I to believe that ladies of India who have 
been well-known from the ancient ages for their great learning and 
inclination towards the sacred work of nursing are unfit to work as 
hospital nurses?in Calcutta? Those hospitals in Calcutta where 
nursing is not controlled by this trade union will bear ample testimony 
to the fact that Indian nurses at the best type are available there. 
Connected as I have been with the Sambhu Nath Pandit Hospital



for # number of years as a member of the governing body 1 bmt 
testimony to tbe fact that Indian nurse* of tbe beat type are avail* 
aide in this city. I have it an the testimony oI Colonel Denham- 
White that be is perfectly satisfied with tbe type of ladies he get* Ultra 
for training. Vet it i* said that Indian numti of the right type do not 
come forward for training. I would suggest to the Hon’ble Member 
who has made this demand that, before this supplementary grajit is 
pressed before this House, he ought to keep back this present motion 
for the time being and bring it forward after a lapse of four months 
after a decent advance has been made in the framing of a scheme 
for the training of Indian nurses.

With regard to the plea about which we have heard again fmd 
again on the floor of this House as well as outside that if this supple­
mentary grant is passed this year, next time we come up we shall 
put forward something tangible for the Indian nurses. But the time 
has come now for us to assume a determined attitude and refuse this 
grant thin year and leave it to <4ie Government and their European 
friend* to prepare n scheme for tbe immediate training of Indian 
nurses.

Thin supplementary demand it* made ou the ground that a deficit 
hart taken plate. May we know who excrcises the requisite check or 
supervision over the expenditure incurred by this Institution? There 
is no I’heck or control exercised even by the Government over its 
expenditure. As in the medical service, this Institution should be 
provincialised so that tbe representative* of people may have some 
sort of control over its expenditure through the Government. T know 
the expenses* incurred there are on a large scale. 1 concede that* the 
nurses, having regard to the special nature of their occupation; require 
some extra comfort#, some additional amenities. I quite see that*, 
but at the same time I do say that the members of this House ought 
to have some opportunity of control or check over the expenditure of 
tbe Institution. If this grant has got to be made, they must take 
some representatives from this House on their committee. So far as 
this House is concerned, can it exercise the slightest control over the 
expenditure incurred there? Still we are asked time and again to 
pass supplementary grants to meet deficits for the Hospital Nurses’ 
Institution. I think tbe whole principle is intrinsically wrong. 
Before supplementary grant is passed, we want to have a clear and 
definite assurance that Government will consider all these points fully 
and satisfy the House that they will act according to the wishes of the 
Indian representatives of the people in this House.

Hr. O* COHKM t The arguments advanced by some members of 
this House show that they are really against the Government who have 
not made provision for the training of Indian nurses. The members of 
Cnlentta Hospital Nurses’ Institution are appointed by Goverliaiaat
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and therefore the Institute is not responsible for the feet that only two 
Corporation representatives are included on the governing body. The 
Institution has always agreed to train Indian nurses; the Corporation 
asked them to train four Indian nurses as a start and only three weeks 
ago they had sanctioned the furniture grant to enable them to begin 
this work; the arrangement however is that the Indian nurses must be 
paid on the same scale as European nurses. Government, I understand, 
have a scheme in hand for training cheaper Indian, nurses. Whether 
that scheme be sanctioned or not is a different matter. I may only 
tell the House how serious the situation is with which the Calcutta Hos­
pital Nurses' Institution is faced owng to lack of funds. It has had to 
stop recruiting, because if they were to continue recruiting, it means in­
curring an obligation to train nurses for a definite period of years, and 
they do not know their position. The Institution is suffering now from a 
deficit of Hs. 50,000. Let me give you the figures for the last few 
years to show how the deficit has grown up. The deficit was in—

Its.
1925 ... 2,441
1920 ... 8,030
1927 ... 10,351
1928 ... 50,202

So fur as the increase in annual exj>enditure is concerned, it is due 
milly to expansion. Expenditure hod also to be incurred to 
provide additional nurses for the new Eye Hospital and they 
will shortly be called upon to provide additional nurses for the Eden 
Hospital. All this requires money, and unless this House is pre­
pared to pass this amount, the work can not possibly go on. The 
Principal of the Medical College will be forced to close down wards to 
be able to meet the cus** Already within three months, recruiting 
having Wen stopped, they have got about 20 nurses less than the 
number they had. They have always had the minimum number for 
the Medical College Hospital and th? position now is that they require 
another 20 uums to briig up th* strength to the minimum number. 
The Principal t&M me only yesterday in answer to my query, that 
unless recruiting began at once, grant or no grant, he will be under 
the painful necessity of closing down wards at once.

Fmtor these circumstances I trust the other side of the House will 
wee their way to withdraw their opposition.

So far as the question of providing Indian nurses is concerned, as 
I have said, a scheme is now in the hands of Government for considera­
tion and the Hospital Nurses* Institution has always been ready to 
undertake the task of training nurses provided they get the right type 
of recruits. The reason for that is obvious. The lecturers being 
Europeans, the nurses under training under them will have to have a
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certainstandard of echication. My friend Balm Be joy Krishna Boet 
has told us that we may be able to train nurses who are not sufficiently 
educated or at all educated. I do not think they will have the slightest 
objection if another sister organisation will undertake the task of train­
ing nurse* who are not sufficiently educated or who hare no education. 
I hope the House will pass the demand.

[At 4-30 p.m. the Council wa* adjourned and it re-aasembled a( 4-40 
p.m.]

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: The dornand which has boon laid
before this House by my friend the Hon’ble Sir Provash Chunder 
Hitter is backed by a statement made therein, namely, that the Cal* 
cutta Hospital Nurses’ Institution on their present scale of expenditure 
i* faced with a deficit. Doe* that indicate that the Hon'ble Member 
has *ome diffidence in his own mine? a« to whether that scale in one which 
he consider* to be extravagant? That is my first question.

My next question, and that is more important, is thi#: When the 
demand for a grant ira* made in March last, there was a significant 
sentence in the speech of Sir I*rovash Chunder Mitter, in which he 
said that if the Calcutta Hospital Nit rue*' Institution were to do the 
work costing1 R*. 3$ lakhs per annum, by paying one lakh per annum 
why not get their services.

4-45 p.m.
I find. Sir, that the actual expenditure on the Medical College 

group of hospital* and the Pre*i<hency General Hospital is Rs. 3,10,000. 
If the Hospital Nitrite*' Institute if* going to give m  value for 
Rs. 3,50,000 per annum, then there should be a credit balance of the 
amount of It*. 34,000.

There is another point, which naturally arises in this connection. 
In thin case a grant of Its. 1,00,000 wiw made in March last on the 
basis of a statement which I have just read out. What ha* happened 
aince then that the Institute should have again come forward with a 
demand for Ra. 50,000. The Hon’ble Member says that the Assoda- 
tion is faced with a deficit. May I know when the deficit wa* die- 
covered P If they knew about it in March last why was it not men­
tioned then? Why wa# a misstatement madfe?

There is another question which I want to put forward before the 
member* of the Council. The Association has in the word* of the 
Hon'ble Member, given a threat, and that threat ha* been related  
by Mr, Cohen. Mr. Cohen ha* said that this Rs. 50,000 is necessary, 
because of the expansion of the Nursing Department of the Medical 
College group of hospitals. Sir P. C. Mitter said that thi* is a non­
recurring grant. Now, which of the two statements are we to believe f  
If this deficit is now met by a non-recurring grant, this is sure to come 
back to us in the form of a demand for a recurring grant. If the
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deficit was not discovered in March last, did the Government depart­
ment* look into the accounts of the Institute to find out bow this deficit 
occurred P I am connected with several institutions and one of them 
is a girls’ school. It has got a property of its own, but it is down with 
a debt of Its. 1,30,000. I have been pleading* here before successive 
Membera and Secretaries* on behalf of this institute and I am told that 
I have got to wait. Thin institution! has no money to fall back upon, 
but I would remind the member* of thin House that the Calcutta Nurses1 
Institute, to which this non-recurring grant of Rs.. 50,000 is proposed 
to be given to meet a deficit, has got invested in the bank an amount of 
Rs. 1,49,600 according to the report of 1927. I ask the Hon'ble Mem­
ber, if this is a non-recurring grant to meet a deficit, then why is this 
deficit not met out of this investment? Why do not the Government 
wait for four months and then decide whether it is necessary to expand 
the mirfling department of the Medical College and that a recurring 
grant is necessary for the purpose, and then ask for something more 
next year. Well, Sir, I knew of a gentleman who used1 to earn a lot 
of money and kept hi* money in the bank and always pleaded poverty; 
saying 11 all my money i« in the bank and I have no money to con­
tribute towards anything.”

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNOER MITTER: May I, Sir, 
appeal to my friend through you to leave some time fon me to reply. 
It is now five minutes past five and there is not much time left.

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I am very sorry, it is the most 
crucial point. A great deal has been made of the threat that has 
been put forward by a member of thri committee of the Hospital 
Nurses* Institute. Sir P. C. Mitter has said that this Rs. 50,000 
is required to meet a deficit. I submit, why cannot they meet this 
deficit out of their investment and then come to Government after­
wards fm help. In the meantime we can see what Government do 
for training Indian nurses. We shall then know what recurring 
amount is requifti lor the Calcutta Hospital Nurses* Institute, and 
then will be the time for Government to come forward either for a 
recurring or a non-recurring grant. I did not purposely refer to the 
fact that the Calcutta Hospital Nurses* Institute had not taken any 
steps to train Indian nurses, but there is one sentence in the speech of 
Sir P. C. MitteU to which I should like to refer. He said that good 
Indian women were not available to be trained by English women. 
I  have said before and I again say that I have been connected with 
an institute in which training is given by men and women in Bengali 
and I had 7 or 8 of them examined by prominent medical men such as 
Dr, Kedar Nath Das, Dr. L. M. Bannerji and other*, and I  say that 
that portion of the argument is absolutely without foundation. But



memheiv of this House is that this amount of deficit should he met out 
of the investment lor the present and in the meantime Government 
might examine the financial position of the Institute.

The Hait’ble Sir PROVASH OHUNDCR MITTKRt Sir, it is desir-
able that I should clear the atmosphere of certain arguments of pre­
judice that have been placed before the House, raised by some mem­
bers, who being present at the time of the last debate should have 
known better, and by other*, who not being present at that time perhaps 
do not know all the facta; at least I proceed on the assumption that 
they do not know all the fact*; and there are other members who are 
new to this House. For their enlightenment, may I read a portion 
of my remarks at the time of the budfcet discussion? This, I hope, will 
clear the atmosphere. At pajre 565 of the Proceedings of the 31st 
session of the Council you will find that I said this: “ The suggestion 
put forward by Dr. Bidhan Chandra Hoy and Dr, Kumud Sankar 
Ray reflwrding the institution of a separate nurxing service in worthy 
of serious consideration, and if our medical friends in this Council 
would place before the Sunreon-Oeneral definite proposals to this end, 
I am sure he will consider them with every sympathy, and that ulti­
mately it would lie possible to evolve a scheme for the training of 
Indian nurses. There is one practical difficulty, Sir. If you want to 
train Indian women in the profession of nursing through this institu­
tion, then they must have better education that is necessary fort the 
mere purj*me of nursing. They must be able to follow lectures in 
English, if you want them to be trained by English women. My point 
is that if you want to get Indian women trained by English women in 
the science and art of nursing, then it is absolutely necessary that the 
former should have sufficient knowledge of English to follow the 
lecture* ifelivered in English for the purpose. I have never said that it 
i* not poMible to train Benjrali or Indian women who have no know 
ledge of English or an indifferent knowledge of it, in the art of 
nursing: my point is that such training must be imparted by Indians/* 
And instead of quoting further I may say that what I told the House 
was that if you want Indian nurses to be trained by English or Anglo- 
Indian instructors, then your Indian nurses must know sufficient 
English to follow the lectures. But I made it abundantly clear that 
it was quite possible to train Indian women in the art of nursing.

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROYt Why did you say that it is impos­
sible to train Indian women—

The Hen’Me f ir  PROVASH OHUNOIR MTTKRs 1 did not
interrupt you. Dr. Roy. You are taking away my limited time. .

I  referred to the fact that we in Government tried our beet Jp  get 
Indian nunes not only through the Surgeon-General, hut through a dis- 
iiuguiehed Indian medical officer, Major J. C. De, and at page 6M of i l l
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Proceedings, you will find that it was further pointed out that 
Mrs. P. K. Boy, Lady Bose and other distinguished Indian ladies were 
approached. It may be due to our own fault, and in approaching theae 
Indian ladies, perhaps we did not. approach the right sort of persons. 
It was for that reason, in order to get the thing <lone, I suggested that 
if Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy and Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray would do us 
the favour by placing a scheme before us, we would certainly consider 
that scheme and lose no time in accepting that scheme if we found it 
practicable. A scheme necessarily involves the possibilities of finding 
suitable candidates.

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY! May I be allowed to explain—

Mr. PRESIDENTS I have often told you that unless a member who 
is in possession of the Hous? yields, you cannot stop him to obtain a 
hearing.

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAYS May I not rise on a point of personal 
explanation ?

Mr. PRESIDENT: You may do that afterward*.

Th# Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: We have not 
been idle. We have already framed certain rules; they are in a tenta­
tive form now. They have not yet been passed by Government and 
have not yet been finally passed by the department either. On certain 
points we have made a reference to Colonel Stewart. Members of the 
House, at any rate that portion of the House who have not made up 
their minds in advance, will realine that a scheme like this takes time. 
It is common knowledge that it is difficult to get suitable Indian la<tte* 
to take up the nursing profession. I am sure no Muhammadan ladle* 
of respectable position will take to nursing. Take the case of the 
orthodox Hindu community. In spite of what some members of tha!t 
community to itty right may say, I can assert that the bulk of the women 
of that community will not take up the nursing profession. Now, Sir, 
even with the limited number of Indian ladies who are willing to earn 
their livelihood, the must popular thing is the teaching profes­
sion. As I explained to the House in March last, the teaching pro­
fession is certainly more attractive to Indian ladies than nursing. At 
any rate, rightly or wrongly, we, in spite of our education, do not get 
ladies to t&ke up the nursing profession. Produce them, and I can 
assure the House that we shall not be found wanting in giving Bengali 
ladies the necessary training required. My friend on the left, 
Mr. Travers, ha* also assured us that you will have their support a* 
well. My time is limited, and I can only reply to some of the point* 
raised and not to all of them. Well, it has been said that the Nursing
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Institute has threatened to close the service. Nothin? of the kind. 
Sir. Tkia Institute, which has been doing splendid work since * 
very long time, will be the last to hold out a threat,

& p.m.
If they start recruiting now it means not only the immediate pay­

ment of next month’s salary but of future salaries also. It means 
commitment for the future for a considerable time, and no responsible 
committee or responsible association would commit themselves to the 
future when they have no funds for the future. This disposes of the 
question of threat. For the last three months they could not recruit, 
not because they did not want to, but because they had no funds to pay 
the recruits if they continued in service, this Association has been 
working for the last GO years for this end and they did not recruit 
because they could not pay, being in a position of great financial 
difficulty. This, Sir, answers a great deal of the criticisms of my 
friends on the right.

Now, what will hap]>en if this grant be refused? I have already 
explained in my opening remnrks that they have almost reached the 
limit of their overdrawing power. If you stop this grant, then they 
cannot recruit, and if they cannot tecruit, they cannot supply nur**** 
to the same extent to the Medical College hospital* as tise* have done 
in the past, and the result will be perhaps an immediate closure of 
1C’5 bed**. I explained the position fully and dearly in March last and 
I have aK> explained the position now and I may tell m> friends to the 
right that I am a* keen—and I may assure mv friends as Mr. Trovers 
has dom*—about the ‘raining of Bengali nurses as Dr. Bidhan Chandra 
Roy and his friends are. Can we train Indian numes in a month’s 
time or even in three month*' time? What is to happen in the mean­
time? There are a large number of Indian patients in the Medical 
College hospitals—we have been told that there are about 18,000— 
and, if before Indian nurses can be trained, this body is to close 
down for wont of funds it will be the Indian patients who will suffer.

As I have said in March last and I repeat it now—with that respon­
sibility cast your vote. As we say, we in the Government are trying* 
to do our best to train Indian nurses. Either trust us or if you do not 
trust us, produce your own schemes as I ask you to db, and if you do 
not, the remedy lies with you.

Mr, PRESIDENT* I may remind you, Kir Provash, that you have 
to move another demand and that must be done within the specified 
time.

Tbi MuriMg Sir PROVASH OHUNDER HITTER I Tea, «ir, I  
shall be brief. It has been suggested that the present demand is * 
m m  pretext to get a reeumnff grant. Nothing of the Had. I admit
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that it may be necessary to increase the recurring grant but ao far as I 
have been able to see now, it may be very much less. This is only a 
non-recurring grant, and whatever the recurring grant may be, that is 
still under the consideration of Government and will come before the 
Council but I hope it will be much less than Rs. 50,000.

Tho Hon’Mo Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: On the recom­
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 1,50,000 be grantee! for exj>enditure under the head ** 32.— 
Medical ” for grant to the Jatiya Avurbijnan Parishad, Calcutta.

A question was put to me in the lobby as to whether this is a 
Kaviraji institution. This is not a Kaviraji institution, Sir, but is for 
training in western science. The nature of the demand has been 
explained in the short note circulated and in view of the fact that 
there is no time I need not dwell on the matter at length.

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Member kindly 
explain-----

Mr. PRESIDENT: Dr. Roy. the guillotine must fall at 5-5 p.m.

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: I was ^sured, Mr. President, that 
I would be allowed to put a few questions to the Hon’ble Member-----

Mr. PRESIDENT: Please resume your sent, the time-limit has 
been reached.

The following motion of Bubu Bejoy Krishna Bose was then put and 
lost:—

“ That ths demand of Rs 50,000 under the head 4 32.—Medical * 
for grant to the Calcutta Hospital Nurses’ Institution be reduced by 
Rs. 49,500.”

The motion that the demand of R*. 50,000 under the head “ 32.— 
Medical ” for gfltait to the Calcutta Hospital Nurses’ Institution be 
reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a debate on the question of facilities to, and 
employment of, Bengali nurses) was then put and a division taken 
irith the following result : —

AVIO.

«•»*< ttMHM
ah, amii nmm .

rjta, Or. PruMthtMtk,. 
irjaii Oal 

r.
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Oil, Or. tttfcini Nafcaa.
OM •us** M.
Outt, Baft* n m  Kimmt.
€an*uli, Mka Pratvl CtaMlrt. 
O f ,  Bata AMriMri Nat*. 
«ti»ta, Mr. Jif U  Ohandra.
Hakim* Mauhri Abdul.
Hiilwiy, Mauivi Byad Jalaluddin. 
Ma*ua, Kail l a M n l .
BMuramdar, Hr. Un K rtintlu 
ttittar, Bata MiabiMth.
Mitra, Bata iHrwin Mahan. 
MNinrjN, Mr. lyiiMfirMad.

Brijut TirtkMtli.
M«C, Bata Bub Lai.
Maabar, Ham Chandra.
Sain, Mw ftirtii Prtwima. 
ral ChMtflwH, Mr. Manjit. 
Rahman, Mauivi Aximr.

Hay, Or. Kumud taaikaf. 
day, Brijut mgia Bavtada.
Ray Cbaud«Hirt, lata Banat Kumar.
Kay, aata Maumatha Mata.
May, Or. Btotaa Ohandra.
On. Mr. 0. N.
Oay, Mr. Kiraa Banbar.
Ray. Mr* tadhaa IHainu
Bay Chaudhuri, Rata Mrm Chandra.
May Ohaudhtri, Mai Bahadur Batyandra 

Mam.
Saadatullah, Mauivi Muhrmmad.
Bamad, Mauivi Abdua.
Barbar, aata Maliniranjaa.
•m  Oupta, Mr. A M.
»m«h, Brijut Taj Bahadur.
Tarbathirtha, Kaviraj Bitratananda. Pundit 

Bhuahan.

NOEt.

Ali, Mr. Altaf.
■anna, Mai Sahib Pamhanan.
Batiruddin, Mauivi Mahammad.
•lair, Mr. 4. M.
Cattail*, Mr. A.
Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Alimui- 

taman.
Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi MaSiur 

Mahaiaa.
Chaudhury, Mauivi Nural Abaar. 
Cbawdbury, Haji Badi Ahmad.
Caban, Mr. 0. 4.
Caiman, Mr. K. M.
Da**, Mr. B. M.
Oaah, Mr. A. 4. 
taman, Mr. 0. A.
Fatlultah, Mauivi Muhammad.
Parraatar, Mr. J. Campba!)
Bbaah, Mr. M. C.
Bhumavi, tha Man*Ma AlhadJ Sir Abdal- 

barim.
OHtamt, Mr. ft. ft.
Oaaaha, Mai Bahadur BadrMaa.
•aka, Mr. p. M.
Curaar, Mr. 0. W.
Hahlbutlnh, Maamh Ktamja
Maaaa, Khaa Bahadur Mauivi Aiixal.
N«m, Mr. 0. P.
Napbym, Mr. W. S.

SOMMl
Haatnln, Mauivi Muhammad 
M«% Khan SaMb Mauivi BaHut 
Hub, Mr. A. K. Pastat.
Ha—Bin, Maahri Latafai 
tnaah, Mr. 4. 
itahlna. Or. w. A 
Karim, Maufcri ABdut.
Kaaam, MaaMt ABat

Khaa, Khan Sahib Mauivi Muanam All. 
Khaa, Mauivi Tamituddia.
Khan, Mr. Maiaur Rahman.
Lai MuBaaiaiad, Mali.
Lamb, Mr. T.
Law, Mr. Surandra Math.
Laaiia, Mr. M.
Mallib, Mr. Muhuada Bahari.
M«Al»in, tha Manila Mr. M. 0.
MaCluabia, Mr. ■. T.
Mlttar, tha Maa'bta Sir Pravaah Chundtr. 
Mabarly, Tha Maa’bla Mr. A. M.
Mag, Mavartnd B. A.
Maiimaddia, Mr. Kbwaja.
Ormaad, Mr, C. 0.
Mill#, Mr. 4. V.
Rahman, Mr. A F.
Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. ABdur- 
May, Kuawr Shih ShafctarMtarar.
May Chaudhuri, Mr. K. 0.
Maaa, Mr. 0. F,
May, Mr. Bijay Pratad Slaoh*
May, Mr. tarat Kumar.
Ruahfartb, Mr. P. V.
Barfcar, Sir Jadunath.
larbar, Hal Sahib Mabati Mataa.
Shah, Mautvi Abdul MaaiUf.
Sbinnar, Mr. S» A.

Balatamâ ^ aahri *MuBwMaad.
Stafrtatan, Mr. M. B.
a^aAM aa^ai M AMriVlrVli if# SPa
TH% MfVr M in i
Tmmataa, Mr. W. M.
Travara, Mr. W. L.
Taywam, Mr. N«

The Ayea being 61 a&d tba Kom 71 the motion vm  lo«t.
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6-16 p.m.
The motion that a sum of Rs. 50,00(^be granted for expenditure 

under the head “ 32.—Medical ” for grant to the Calcutta Hospital 
Nurses’ Institution was then put and agreed to.

The motion that a sum of Rs. 1,50,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “ 32.—Medical ” for grant to the Jatiya Ayurbijnaa 
Parishad, Calcutta, w9* then pul and agreed to.

—Agriculture. 

The Hon’bfe Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: On the
recommendations of Hi* Excellency the Governor, I move that a sum 
of Rs. 80,498 be granted for expenditure under the head “ 34—Agri­
culture M for the appointment of 40 additional auditors of co-operative 
societies and their peons.

Sir, from the statement of the Legislative Department the hon’ble 
member* of this House are aware that this money is wanted for 40 
auditors. In June, 1917, the number of societies stood at 13,001. 
At the rate of one auditor for 100 societies, the number of auditors 
required is 13(1; the existing number is 110. Therefore, 26 more are 
needed. The other societies which have existed for les# than 18 
months number 2,082, thus 27 auditors are needed. The existing 
number is 10 and therefore 17 more are now required.

Then there are some other societies which number 401 and at the 
rate of one auditor for 75 societies the total number required is six; the 
existing number of auditors is three, therefore three more are needed. 
Altogether the number of auditors required is 46. The fact* are well 
known to most members of the House. The importance of auditing 
cannot be overemphasised. The growth of societies has been very rapid 
and the present proposal is only to meet the situation. As regards tlie 
future, the Department is endeavouring to arrange for an annual 
increase of staff to cope with the increase in the number of societies so 
that it will bring up the staff to necessary requirements.

The following motion wa* called but not moved: —

Babu MAHMATHA MATH ROYS “ TKat the demand of
Rs. 30,498 under the head 1 34.—Agriculture 9 for appointment of 46 
additional auditors of co-operative societies and their peons be reduced 
by Be. 1 (to raise a debate on the question of development of coopera­
tive societies).**

Balm JITEMDRALAL BANMERJEEt Sir, may I, with your per­
mission, speak in support of the proposal which has just been moved?
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I* should like to offer a few innocent general remarks on the subject. 
Sir, for the last few years. Government has been realising audit fees 
from die co-operative societies and bas been quietly pocketing the money 
thus railed. I t  is a fee which is levied for auditing the accounts of 
credit societies; but the money realised is not spent upon its ostensible 
or legitimate object, it goes into the general revenues of the province. 
If such a thing had been done by a private person, and not by a high 
and mighty body like the Government, it would have been called mis­
appropriation of public funds. And niv question to the Hon'ble Mem­
ber is : I« he going to disgorge the money that has been pocketed 
unjustly, illegally and unlawfully from the co-operative societies P

The motion of the Hon’ble Alhadj Sir Abdelkerim Ghusnavi was 
then put and agreed to.

41*—Civil Works.

The Hon’ble Mr. M« C. McALPIN: On the recommendation of His 
Excellency the Governor, I move that a sum of It*. 84,300 be granted 
for expenditure under the head “ 41.—Civil Work# M for the Darisal 
Medical School.

Sir, this has been explained in the paper which ha* been sent round 
and it is really a matter for the Hon’ble Sir Provnsh Chunder Mitter 
to deal with, if necessary.

The motion was put and agreed to.

GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

Tho Bongtl Children (Amendment) Bill, 1029.

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I beg to introduce a Bill 
further to amend the Bengal Children Act, 1922.

The Assistant Secretary then read the title of the Bill.

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I beg to move that the Bengal
Children (Amendment) Bill, 1929, be taken into consideration.

In the course of the Budget debate in March 1928 on the demands 
for grants, the administration of the Bengal Children Act was severely 
criticised by Mr. James. I went into the question and found that there 
was considerable force in his criticism. His arguments took the lino 
that the Children Court was inefficiently run.
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There is a Children Court in the House o! Detention in Calcutta i t  
which six Honorary Magistrates sit in rotation according to a roster and 
try cases arising in Calcutta. A Magistrate from Sealdah attends to try 
cases arising in the suburbs and there is a House of Detention at Howrah 
where children are kept who are to be put up before a Stipendiary 
Magistrate at Howrah , who has no particular qualifications or 
experience for trying cases under the Children Act or for dealing with 
juvenile offender** on lines which are now approved, that is to say, 
that the Court should not be like a Court, that the Children should be 
treated sympathetically and that everything possible should be done 
to prevent them from developing into criminals. The present Bill pro­
poses so to amend the law as to make it possible to establish a single 
central Court in Calcutta or elsewhere to try youthful offenders from any 
local area which may be specified by the Local Government. The 
immediate intention of Government, if this Bill is passed into law, is 
to establish a Central Court in Calcutta for the trial of youthful 
offenders from Calcutta and the suburb* and certain thanas in the 
industrial areas of Howrah and 24-Parganas. It is our desire that the 
Court should be presided over by a Stipendiary Magistrate who will 
have experience of the lines on which such a Court should be run 
with the object that children should l>e reclaimed rather than punished. 
I hope that he will also he able to some extent to supervise the work of 
the probation officers. The system of probation has had a wonderfully 
good effect in England in reducing the number of children who are 
sent to reformatories or industrial schools. T h e  children are placed 
under the superv ision  of sympathetic officers who see that they run 
straight. I do not think, Sir, that I need detain the Council any 
longer. This is the main object of the Bill and the remaining clauses 
are consequential. It bus been necessary to legislate because of the 
difference between the powers of the Presidency Magistrate in Cal­
cutta and the powers of the Magistrates in the suburbs and outside 
and it has also been necessary to provide that appeals shall lie in 
rather a different way from what is provided by the Code of Criminal 
Procedure.

Bftbll BIJOT KRISHNA BOSE: I have every sympathy with 
the provisions of this B'll but there are one or two informations 
which I want with regard t<» the amendments of section 37 as proposed 
in this Bill. In the first place we find that the Juvenile Court has 
W n defined as a separate court established under section 37. Now 
section *17 provides that the Local Government may isaue a notifica­
tion for the purpose of establishing a court under section 4 of the 
present Act of 1922 for the trial of offence*. I should like to know 
what is the idea of the Government on that point. Are these courts 
which ft re to be established by notifications temporary courts or 
permanent courts? It is not expected that there would be juvenile
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offender* every day brought up before the ©ourt in order that th* 
court MS# be fully engaged during the usual hours. I t  may be that 
in a w«ek there would be a collection of juvenile offenders who may 
be brought up before the court in a single day and whose eases may 
be finished in the course of the day. If there is a Juvenile Court 
established permanently and presided over by a Stipendiary Magis­
trate I should like to know whether there would be enough work for 
that Magistrate to sit every day for the trial of juvenile cases.

5-30 p.m.
It is said that in the new section which is 37 A, that these children 

or young persons are to be detained 41 in the prescribed manner M in 
a place which is to be fixed by Government. We know that there- 
are two or three houses of detention where they are detained. I find 
from the Statement of Objects and Reasons that these houses of 
detention are going to be abolished and, if so, where are these children 
to be kept from the time ot‘ their arrest by the police till the comple­
tion of their trial. I want to know certain details with regard to the 
prescribed manner and the rules under which they are to be detained. 
Before I vote on the Bill I should like to have some idea of what 
Government think about it.

Babu SANT08H KUMAR BASUs I accord my wholehearted sup­
port to the principle undeilying this Bill, namely, the eatablishment 
of a Central Court of Stipendiary Magistrates. The hon'ble mover 
has made it quite clear that the idea is that there should be one Magis­
trate to preside over this Court m that he would be able to tackle the 
cases coming up before him with broadminded sympathy and not 
treat these children a* so many criminals as Honorary Magistrates are 
apt to do. 1 have high regard for many of the Honorary Magistrates. 
But at the same time it must be admitted that these Honorary Magis­
trates are not trained in the way of dealing with these juvenile 
offenders with that amount of tact and sympathy a# might be expected 
from a Magistrate who is entrusted with that special work. There is 
another very important aspect of the question which is required to be 
considered. If a permanent Magistrate is appointed, he will have 
unique opportunities of studying juvenile psychology so as to wean 
these children away from evil ways. The Magistrate will, I hope, 
make it his duty from day to day to study child psychology so that 
the community at large may ultimately be benefited by his experience. 
The idea of Stipendiary Magistrate would, therefore, be welcomed by 
the House.

In this connection I will ask the hon’ble mover to consider the 
question of recruiting Stipendiary Magistrates from the Bar. I  da 
not for one moment suggest that those who are not in the Bar cannot
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deal with these cam with the requisite tact and sympathy, but at 
the same time I submit it ought to be considered whether members of 
the Bar would not be better qualified to deal with these cases than 
Magistrates who are hardened in service.

The Hon'W# Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I am glad to find that there 
is no opposition to this Bill. I have been asked one or two questions 
which I shall be glad to answer to the best of my ability. The first 
was whether this Court was to be temporary or permanent. By 
temporary I understand that my friend meant that it would sit when 
thcie was work and it would not sit when there was no work.
That is correct, but we shall be able to find plenty
of work for a Magistrate to do in Calcutta. There is no reason what­
ever why because he presides over a Children’s Court he should not 
occupy his spare time or most of his time in working as a Presidency 
Magistrate.

The second question that I was asked was where would these 
children be kept. The present intention of Government is that they 
ahould be kept where they are kept now, that in the boys in the House 
of Detention which is part of the same building where the Court sits, 
whilst the girls would be sent as now to a place which is known as the 
Girls’ Refuge. Both of these institutions are Government institu­
tions. The object of detaining youthful offenders in such places
during trial and after conviction is obvious: it is undesirable that 
they should be herded in a police-station or jail with criminals. 
Further, a» regards keeping them after conviction it is not always 
possible to accommodate them immediately in a home or in an indus­
trial school or a reformatory school. Some time is needed perhaps to 
inquire into their antecedent* and find out what sort of a school they 
are best suited for and when that is done to find out the school which 
will take them.

The last point that was raised was the possible difficulty of finding 
» sympathetic Magistrate. I do not anticipate that there will be 
very much difficulty alwut that. There is considerable competition 
nmnngst Magistrate to be posted to Calcutta and I think if I want a 
Magistrate for the Children’s Court I shall only have to let it be 
known that preference will be given to a gentleman who has made a 
study of child psychology and the literature on the subject of juvenile 
delinquency and I expect I shall get many applicants. In any case 
once they come they will be given to understand that they will 
certainly have to learn a great deal about that particular work.

As regards recruitment from the Bar, of course I cannot say any­
thing definitely at the present moment and I need only mention that 
the Presidency Magisti*tes are either members of the Indian Civil 
Service or of the Bengal Civil Service or are recruited from the Bar.
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There i* no hard and fast rule on the subject and the Magistrate of 
the Children's Court will be appointed in the ordinary way. I cannot 
say for certain how he will be recruited and I think there will probably 
be some people who hare a certain amount of experience to begin with, 
but this is a matter which must be left over for the present as I can­
not give a definite answer during this debate.

The motion that the Bengal Children (Amendment) Bill, 1929, be 
taken into consideration was then put and agreed to.

Tht Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I beg to move that the Bengal 
Children (Amendment) Bill, 1929, be passed. I do not think I need 
add anything to what has gone before.

The motion was put and agreed to.

Tht Bengal (Rural) Primary Education Bill, 1929.

The Hoifble Mr. M. C. MoALPIN: I beg to introduce a Bill to
provide for the extension of primary education in rural areas in
Bengal.

The Secretary then read the title of the Bill.

Tho Hon’ble Mr. M. C. MoALPIN I Sir, I beg to move that the 
said Bill be taken into consideration.

Thin Bill haa been a long time under consideration and is now in 
the opinion of Government ready for the final consideration of this 
Council. Ah the Council must be aware this is the result of much
inquiry and deliberation. Its forerunner is possibly Babu Surendra
Nath Ray’s Primary Education Bill passed for municipalities in the 
year 1919. This was followed by Mr. West's survey of education in 
the same year. In 1921 Mr. Evan Biss wrote two most voluminous 
reports on the same subject of primary education but it was not till 
the end of 1925 that a determined effort was made to do something. 
A rough draft of the Bill wa* then framed and this was considered at 
various public Divisional conferences and at some of these conferences, 
as many of you are probably aware, Mr. Lindsay, who took a great 
interest in the subject, was present. This was followed by a resolution 
in the year 1926 inviting public opinion upon the subject. In the 
light of the opinion received tbe original Bill was modified, ledrafted 
and circulated for opinion in the year 1927 and last year it was again 
modified and introduced into the Council and referred to a Select 
Committee. The Select Committee was a large and representative one 
under the chairmanship of Nawab Musharaff Hussain, and by arrange­
ment with the Houae they had almost a free hand to do what they 
liked with it. Their Bill was ultimately published but unfortunately

a
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owing to the dissolution of the last Council it could not be taken into 
consideration by it. We have made 6 or 6 changes in the Bill of the 
Select Committee on behalf of Government. I have, therefore, 
introduced the Bill as drafted by the Select Committee with a few 
modifications which Government have thought necessary.

1 now turn to the contents of the Bill and in dealing with these 
contents I shall refer mainly to the changes made by Government in 
the Bill as amended by the Select Committee.

Chapter II deals with an Advisory Body called the Central Primary 
Education Committee. This committee is a suggestion of the Select 
Committee; it wa* not in the original Bill as that Bill was referred 
to the Select Committee. We have accepted what they proposed 
except one item. They proposed that this Central Committee *hould 
be consulted on everything.

6-46 p.m.

That would obviously mean a very serious clog in the administra­
tion and would make it almost unworkable. It cannot be possible to 
refer every detail to a Committee. We have, therefore, instead of 
this inserted a provision making consultation optional, but compulsory 
in a few important cases such as the framing of rules. The curricula 
and standards of work would thus come under it« purview. Chapter 
III deals with District School Board, which will be the local authority 
controlling primary education. We have accepted the constitution 
proposed by the Select Committee which appears to work out quite 
well, but have added to it, for rather obvious reasons, subdivisional 
magistrates. Then we have omitted a provision made by the Select 
Committee—rather a complicated provision—that the president or the 
vice-president, after the expiration of eight years, should be a member 
of the community which forms the majority of the population of the 
district* For one thing we think it unnecessary and for another I 
think thin is a matter which should be dealt with by convention rather 
than by law.

Chapter III  contains the ordinary sections regarding the procedure 
of the Boards. In section 16 the Select Committee have made provi­
sion for the inspection of primary schools by apparently their own 
inspectors. This provision has been changed, for it is the opinion of 
Government that they should be responsible for seeing that all schools 
in the province are kept up to the required standards, and, consequent­
ly, or incidentally, the cost of the inspectorate should be borne by 
Government, as at present. Section 23 deals with the duties of the 
Board. We have adopted an important modification made by tho 
Select Committee which throws the cost of the constitution and 
maintenance of training schools for teachers on Government. We have
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not, htimever, been able to accept the modification that the cost of the 
audit of the District School Board should be borne by Government.

Chapter IV deals with the education taxation. Thi* is a matter 
which has been thoroughly considered, and I need at thi* stage only 
draw attention to two remarks regarding the proposed education cess. 
The Indian Taxation Enquiry Committee stated in paragraph 439 of 
their report that this type of cess is a type that is recognised as 
appropriate all the world over, that is to say, as appropriate 
to local taxation. The Select Committee in reporting on 
this point remarked as follows: “ The machinery proposed wa«,
although there were defects in the working of the Cess Act, making 
in some cases for inequity in the incidence of the tax, the best that 
could l>e devised, and the remedy for these defects could best be dealt 
with by revising the procedure under the Cess Act itself.’* In thi# 
connection I am authorised to say that the Revenue Member ha* 
undertaken to look into the defects in the Cess Act. We have made 
another change there. The Select Committee changed the proportion, 
of the cess from 1 : 4 to 2 : 3. Government, in view of the 
full consideration that they had already given to this 
matter, have reverted again to the proportion of 1 : 4. The reasons 
for our reverting to the proportion of 1: 4 should perhaps be appro­
priately given ut the stage of the amendments. But I might say at 
this Ktajre that the reason is that the proportion of 1: 4 seems fairer 
to the landlords I worked out myself in the case of one district and 
found that the proportion of 1:4 was fairer. The raiyat would pay 
H <!. in the pound on his net income whilst the landlord would pay 
about 4 pence in the pound ou bin profits on land. On the proportion 
of 2: 3 the raiyat would pa\ about a penny on the pound, but it would 
go up to 8 pence in the pound in the case of the landlord on his profits. 
That was in the case of the district for which I worked out the figures.

Another addition made by the Select Committee we have not ac­
cepted is that to employ the cess derivable from Burdwan in another 
district. I think that requires the sanction of the Governor-General. 
In section 44 we have made a condition enabling Government, after 
consulting the Central Committee, to order a District School Board to 
transfer some of their powers to union boards.

We have also added a provision transferring the rights at present 
district boards have in primary school property to the corresponding 
District School Boards. This was an obvious omission in the previous 
Bill.

For the rest, except for some drafting changes, the Select Com­
mittee's Bili practically remains as it was presented. It was found 
that* a workable scheme could be devised under it. A* proof of thi*, a 
provisional scheme, prepared by the Director of Public Instruction,
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ha* been circulated to the members of the Council. This has not 
yet been approved by Government, and, therefore, we shall be glad 
to receive criticisms on its details. I maintain, therefore, after the 
full consideration which has been given to the Bill, it is now ready for 
the final consideration of the Council.

Before, however, I sit down, it is perhaps as well to state definitely 
what the financial liabilities of Government will be under this Bill. 
The financial position of the province is well known, and it is perfectly 
well known that we have no money at all for any large extra recurring 
expenditure. This is a fact which it is impossible to get round: it 
is not a matter of opinion. On the other hand, we are incurring 
certain extra expenditure under this Bill, and we may, therefore, be 
accused of incurring expenditure at the expense of other departments 
like the Public Health, Medical, etc. What we have, therefore, done, 
Sir, is to adopt a middle course, and we have only undertaken, in addi­
tion to our present liabilities, compulsory liabilities under the Bill. 
Thus, firstly, we shall make over all our present recurring grants for 
primary education which are given at present to the district boards to the 
new District School Boards. That sum amounts to roughly Rs. 21J lakhs 
per annum. That sum, which is at present given to district boards, 
will be made over to the new District School Boards. Secondly, we 
fchall pay for the inspectorate ns at present, but if primary education 
is to lie properly developed, then we shall have to have larger and 
better inspectorate. In the scheme which is being sent round the 
Director of Public Instruction has suggested a modest extra recurring 
expenditure of some Rs. 2,70,000. I have the misfortune to be the 
Financial Member also and I am afraid I shall not be able to accept 
it. The estimate will have to he reconsidered. I rather think we 
Hhall l>e able to make that figure smaller. Thirdly, we shall pay for 
the training school for teachers as at present. This means that we 
shall have to pay for the construction and maintenance of new schools. 
This provisional scheme gives an estimate of that also, from which it 
appears that we shall incur capital expenditure of some Es. 2,70,000 
per annum for five years. Now, there is no difficulty about capital 
expenditure; the trouble is about recurring expenditure, and here no 
extra recurring expenditure will be required till the year 1934-̂ 15. Up 
to that year we shall go on spending the same recurring amount as 
we are spending at present. These items constitute no new liability, 
though we are called upon to spend something extra on them. But 
under the Bill we shall have to pay as samindars under the taxation 
proposals, and for two small items—travelling allowance of the school 
committee and a few extra clerks. These items I would classify as 
compulsory. If it were possible for Government to bear more of the 
expenditure, there is no doubt that Government would do so, but in 
the present state of its finances, this is impossible.
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6 p.m.

Mr. JOCEtH CHANDRA CUPTAt Mr. Prwident, I rise to oppose 
the motion for the consideration of the Bill and object to the principle 
underlying the Bill. Let me, Sir, at the outset make it quite clear 
that we on this side of the House yield to none in our desire to intro­
duce into the province of Bengal a scheme of free, universal and 
compulsory primary education. In fact, our party feels that such a 
Bill has long been overdue, and the Government has been guilty of 
culpable negligence in the past in not having brought forward such a 
Bill before. When we want bread, we are not prepared to take 
stones in its stead. You will notice that, except the word u primary M 
in the proposed Bill, the Bill is conspicuous by its absence about the 
provision of universal, free and compulsory primary education. We 
are clearly of opinion that the Bill will not achieve the purpose for 
which we all desire such a Bill to be enacted in this province. Firstly, 
because the scope of the Bill is narrow and must be widened if it has 
got to be an efficiency and useful measure: secondly, the object of the 
Bill is not clearly indicated and defined. There is nothing mentioned 
in this Bill about rapid and progressive realisation of universal free 
and compulsory education, and that has got to he effectively ensured 
if a Bill is going to do any good to us. Thirdly, we desire that there 
should be a popular machinery to control the administration and the 
funds which we are expected to raise by taxing ourselves; and fourth­
ly, until Government definitely undertakes to bear a legitimate share 
of the expenses for primary education, we are not prepared, until other 
sources of indirect taxation have been explored, to burden ourselves 
with further taxation—a taxation, one-fifth of which are expected 
to be paid by the poor agriculturists and the entire amount of which 
are to be paid into the public treasury by the rent-receivers, big or 
small, whether they are able to collect the rent from the tenants or not : 
Sir, the very first objection regarding the scope of the Bill we cannot 
possibly remove and meet if we take the Bill into consideration. 
Neither in the Hous*» nor in the Select Committee we could possibly 
attempt and succeed in widening the scope of the Bill. The Kural 
Primary Education Bill only applies to the rural areas. The urban 
areas are excluded from the scope of the Bill. Now, Sir, it is quite 
well known that life in the urban areas is much more strenuous than 
the simple life in the rural areas and there is no necessity to accentuate 
the intelligence of the bovs and girls there; it is much more necessary 
in urban areas where the boys and girls have got to adapt themselves 
to a more complicated state of things than in rural areas where Hoys 
anl girls live a simpler life. In the next place, if the urban area* are 
left out of the Primary Education Bill it is useless to expect U) enforce 
compulsion and prevent removal of the boys and girls from the rural 
areas into the urban areas. Thirdly, it would be much easier to
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establish model primary schools and show the progress and develop­
ment which is contemplated through Primary Education Bill in 
urban areas than in the interior o! the rural areas: and, fourthly, I  say 
that when we are leaving out the urban areas we are losing a con­
siderable source of income that may be available from the cities and 
urban areas. I hope the House will agree with me that all these 
four points that 1 have placed before the House make out a very 
strong case for including the urban areas within the scope of any Bill 
which intends to provide for better education in primary' matters. 
But, as I have already said as regards the scope of the present Bill, 
neither the House nor the Select Committee has the power, even if 
they desire or think it fit, to include the urban areas, because the 
scope of the Bill cannot be changed. Sir, this is the principal reason 
which makes it necessary to oppose the Bill at the consideration stage.

In the next place, we find that the object of the Bill i* beautifully 
concise and sound. It is summed up in two charming words “ better 
provision for education.M I say it is dangerously vague, when we 
have got to leave the administration of the Act so largely in the hands 
of an irresponsible executive, we must know precisely what we are 
providing for, we must know the exact measure of progress that is 
contemplated in the Bill before we are called upon to inflict a cess 
upon the poor agriculturists and before the rent-receivers are called 
upon to shoulder the responsibility of paying that cess into the 
public treasury. This and the other two objections that I have men­
tioned, it may be said, can be remedied at the time of the consideration 
of the Bill; but I beg of this House to consider that if you have to 
change the Bill lock, stock and barrel, why waste the time of this 
House in considering the provisions of the Bill, the principle of 
which does not appeal to the members of this House, the elected 
representatives of the people. As I have said, the third objection is 
with regard to the machinery. If I have heard the learned mover of 
the Bill aright, I think he said that it would be a serious clog on the 
administration if they were to accept the recommendations of a 
Central authority, representative of the popular interest to have an 
effective Bill. I say, Sir, it is that mentality which is responsible 
for all the ills and evils which we have got to complain of. Until 
the Government and the members responsible for the administration 
will change their angle of vision, until they cease to look upon the 
advice of the popular representatives as a serious clog to the adminis­
tration, there is no chance for advancement of the people of this 
province, either in , educational or any other matters. They should 
have welcomed the suggestions of a popular controlling authority. 
They should have realised that if they wanted the people to tax them- 
selves, the people expected that as they had to pay the piper they 
ought to be given the right to call for the tune. If the suggestion of a
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popular representative body is looked upon as a serious clog in the 
administration, that really reflects the mentality and the principle 
upon which the Government intends to administer the Bill. Sir, it 
is a wallknawn fact that when an irresponsible executive frames a 
scheme, they are apt to consider things from their own point of view. 
Jt can never be said that they ever reflect or focus the popular view in 
themselves. I was just looking at the scheme of primary education 
which has been circulated. You will notice there that some labour 
has been undertaken, some calculations have l>een made and huge 
figures have been compiled with regard to buildings for primary 
education. We all know that with the little funds at their disposal, 
district boards have to spend something between Rs. 800 and Rs. 1,000 
in putting corrugated shed* of a certain type in order to get a grant 
of Rs. 3 or Rs. 4, although accommodation may be available in the 
houses of some rich inhnbitants of the locality. Sometimes, as we 
know from our experience, owing to a cyclone some of these school 
buildings were blown off and then the Imperial grant was taken in 
rebuilding these schools with corrugated iron and other things, because 
under the rules Government would not grant Rs. 4 for teachers unless 
the school premises were accommodated in a certain type of buildings 
or Blockmann’s exercise books or black-boards or some other things 
were provided. Well we know that all these could be avoided if 
popular representatives put their heads to consider if these were the 
preliminary requisites for primary education. If popular representa­
tives advised the Government or took the control there would not be 
that feeling; in the expenditure of public funds, as we know the 
popular adage is—“ Sorkar ka vial daria ine (fat.** If you really 
want to impart popular education, you must cease to look upon the 
popular body, the central authority, as a serious clog in the 
administration.

[At this stage the member, having reached the time-limit, resumed 
his seat.]

6-15 p.m.
M w  JITKNDRALAL iANNKRJKE: Fp till now my attitude 

towards the Bill is one of universal negation. I am against the 
motion that has been moved by the Hon’ble Member, and, by anti­
cipation, I am against the various amendments that are going to be 
proposed. I was prepared to be reconciled by the opening speech of 
the Hon’ble Member: but unfortunately Mr. McAlpin chose to hide 
his light under a bushel and marred the effect of his great and per­
suasive eloquence by preferring to be inaudible.

Sir, of the Bill in question it may be said, as was said of a famous 
joint by a distinguished man, that the joint was as bad as a joint
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could be, it was ill rooked, 111 dressed and ill served. Similarly this 
Bill 10 as bad as it could be; it is ill conceived, ill digested, ill 
drafted and ill presented and I think that the only fate which it 
deserves is one of total rejection. I consider the speech that I am 
going to deliver as one of the minor tragedies of my life. As a humble 
person connec ted with education for the last 30 years I should like 
to have education as much as possible, but not the type of education 
which the Bill proposes: more light but not through the darkened 
glasses which you provide. Coming to the Bill itself, I may say 
that I object to it whclesala—I object to the preamble, I object to 
<be machinery which is proposed to be set up, and I object above all 
to the means of financing the scheme which you have provided.

Sir, I shall begin from the beginning. I shall begin with the 
preamble. W? expected that, as a result of the scheme of taxation 
that was proposed, we were going to get full value for our money,
But we find that it is nothing of the sort. We are going to get
universal function all light—but no universal education in return
for it. Our taxation is to be compulsory—all taxation if», I wish there 
could be some exception to it—but our education will be optional! In 
other words you will get >our price but you will not deliver the goods. 
This is the new type of commercialism which the English are trying 
to introduce in this country, vir., to pocket the cash and let the 
consequences go. The Bengal Government might have taken a leaf 
out of provincial Governments elsewhere. What do we find in the 
preamble of the Bombay Bill? Our Bill is only for the *4 better ” provi­
sion of primary education in rural areas. But in the Bombay Bill, 
there are no such narrow and restricting qualifications. Their
preamble is much more ample and generous. It reads: “ Whereas 
the declared policy of Government is that universal free compulsory 
primary education fot boys and girls should be reached by definite 
progressive stages/* and so on and so on. But nothing of this is to 
be noticed in the Bill which you have introduced, though a* a pro­
vincial Government it night be presumed that you w^re capable of 
producing and drafting as good a measure as they. Our Bill appears 
to have been drafted after the model of the Madras Act. And it is 
curious that, whenever any precedent has to be followed, the Bengal 
Government goes to the worst one. There seems to be some kind of 
electric affinity between this Government and all bad Government* 
elsewhere.

Let m  pass on fiont the question of preamble to the question of 
machinery. There has been some small improvement here as the 
result of the Select Committee's report; but the improvement it so 
•light as to be almost imperceptible. I shall take up th* case of 
the different types of districts one after another. In districts which 
have two subdivisions the total number of members will be 16; and!



out of that number 6 will be either officials or nominated—a pro­
portion of 40 per cent. In districts which have three subdivisions* 
the total number of members will be 20; and out of these 8 will be 
either official or nominated members. Everywhere the proportion i* 
the same, vi*., 40 per cent. But may I ask, why should there be 
any official or nominated members at all? Why should not the 
District School Boards be wholly non-official and allowed to manage* 
their affairs just as they likeP The money will come entirely from 
the people; Government will not contribute one single cowrie towards 
the expenditure; nay, it is doubtful if they will continue even the 
beggarly contribution which they now give. They do not pay » 
tingle farthing; but when it comes to the question of control, 40 per 
cent, of the member* must be their men! I do not understand the 
logic of the thing, and I hope the Hon’ble Member will take com­
passion upon my benighted understanding and explain it afterkards. 
Let us take tbe parallel case of Madras and Bombay. There also you 
have the system of nomination and election side by side. But in 
Madras it is provided that the number of official members Nhall never 
exceed one-fourth. In Bombay, so far as town areas are concerned 
it is never to be more tl'an one-fourth and never to be less than one- 
fifth. In rural area*, the proportion is even better. It is only in 
Bengal that the proportion is over one-third and I should like to. 
know what justification (here is for it.

Iiet me pass on to the third point, the question of financing the 
scheme. It is here that the special iniquity of the Government pro­
posal comes most strikingly out. Everywhere else, whether it is it* 
Madras or Bombay, the Government makes an open declaration that, 
they will contribute a certain percentage of the total expenditure. 
In Madras it is 50 per cent., in Bombay, for the town areas it ia 
50 per cent, and in rural areas 66 per cent, or two-thirds of the total 
expenditure incurred; two-thirds from the Government and one-third 
from the local authorities. In both these provinces they make a* 
statutory provision beforehand that Government shall spend so much. 
But here, throughout the whole extent of the Bill, there is not a 
single word about Government contribution. As I was suggesting 
only a little while apo, they do not even give a statutory guarantee* 
for continuing the provision that they now make. Even on that point 
they leave us uncertain; and my apprehensions are likely to prove well- 
founded when I say that this grant will be stopped because the law 
does not provide for it. And I ask my friends that they should 
refuse to take the Bill into consideration unless the Government first 
of all give a promise that they will contribute and contribute hand­
somely towards the total expenditure. A scheme must be drawn up, 
the amount of total expenditure likely to be incurred must be shown,, 
and Government must declare that tfcey will contribute a minimum 
of at leant 50 per cent, of such total expenditure. I t
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the Government hold out that promise, then and than only 
shall we as representatives of the constituencies be justified 
in considering this Bill and not otherwise. I shall be con- 
fronted with the age-old plea that there is no money. What a 
wretched and lamentable confession for the Government to make! 
This Government takes as revenue more than 30 crores of rupees from 
the people of Bengal every year. Mr. McAlpin stares at me in 
wondering surprise! He will say that the provincial revenue is not 
more than 11 crores. 1 know that. But you raise 30 crores from the 
people, and it does not matter to me if, out of vicarious generosity, 
you hand over the bulk oi it to the Government of India! But though 
you realise this huge sura as taxation from the people, you do not 
provide even a beggarly half a crore for primary education, forgetful 
of the'elementary fact that provision for education is the first charge 
upon the resources of a civilised Government. Of course, you may 
«ay we are taking t<*o much for granted; who told us that it was a 
•civilised Governmentf  But even assuming that I take too much for 
granted, it is up t< you to justify your existence. The Hon’ble 
Finance Member may suy where shall we get the money f But it 
is not my business to suggest the ways and means to him. It is 
he gets the salary, it is he enjoys the honours of his office, and the 
^duties and responsibilities ought to be his! But if hints were wanted, 
there were many that might be forthcoming. You might clap on 
an additional tax, a surtax, upon superfluous incomes. You might 
try what i* euphenrgtirully called a readjustment of land-revenue. 
My samindar friend* aro startled; but that also is a possible source 
*of revenue, and, with du<* deference to the President, I shall say that 
it is a source which must be explored before the thing comes to an 
•end. But that is not all. Even the additional tax you are going to 
impose, the five pice cess which you are going to levy, is distributed 
most unjustly and inequitably. In the original Bill the incidence of 
taxation was four pice u]»on the tenant and one pice upon th? landlord: 
#uch was the tender mercy of the Government for the landlords of 
Bengal! However, the Select Committee made a changs in this respect; 
they altered the proportion from 4 and 1 to 3 and 2. But the Govern­
ment's love for tha samindar is unbounded! It has accepted every 
•other suggestion of ihe Select Committee: but so far ae this most 
just and righteous proposal is concerned, they have turned it down 
once again and have quietly gone back to the original proposal of four 
pice upon the tenant and one pice upon the landlord. Some die* 
tinguished gentlemen of the Swarajya party (who should be nameless) 
have gone even furtf sr; they have suggested that even this one pice 
upon the landlord is too much and that the whole of the oess must 
fall upon the tenant. Yea, the whole burden must fall upon the 
tenant, for have they not got backs, which art sufficiently broad, and 
therefore fit to be crushed under whatever additional taxation may he
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going? Sir, these are some of the arguments that strike me at present 
and which I beg humbly to lay for the consideration of the House. 
I  shall conclude as I began by suggesting that, so long as the Govern­
ment do not make a definite declaration of its purpose as regards pro­
vision of finance, so long we shall be betraying thp interests of the 
country and prejudicing tbe interests of tbe constituancies if we pro­
ceed to an immediate consideration of the Bill.

Bibu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: This Bill was published in the 
Calcutta Gazette two years ago. Since then this Bill was before the 
House for consideration after circulation and lots of speeches were 
made here when this Bill was referred to a Select Committee. 
Members of this House who were members of the last Council know 
full well how not only members on this side but other members also 
were nol inclined to send it to the Select Committee, but the Hon’ble 
Mininter-in-charge assured us that all opinions would be considered 
in the Select Committee, all proposals, legal or illegal, would be care­
fully considered and we thought that the suggestions that we would 
make in the Select Committee would be considered by it. In th* 
hope that Bill was s<*nt to the Select Committee. The Select Com­
mittee met last winter and submitted a report. After that the Council 
was dissolved and the present Bill is now before a new House. 1 
should like to ask the members of this H o u s p  who were members of 
the Select Committee to consider the way in which their recommenda­
tions have been treated. I may point out that the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin 
had gone through this Bill section by section but had not said a word 
about the scant courtesy Government had paid to some of the recom­
mendations of the SeUct Committee. The point now is that we are asked 
to consider this Bill and *he various amendments on the agenda paper. 
There are three courses open to us. We can either stop the further 
progress of this Bill if we think the Bill is not a progressive one.

6-30 p.m.
You can circulate it for public opinion: you can refer it to a

Select Committee. Last of all if all these motions are defeated the 
eeveral amendments on the agenda will be considered one after anothsr. 
Now, personally speaking, I am in favour of stopping the further 
progress of the Bill here and now, for the simple reason that the 
things which we want the Government to do, or tbe Select Com- 
mitteeto do, will not be done even if it be circulated for public opinion. 
I t  had b&en circulated for public opinion and the volume of public 
opinion received is printed in a book form. I should like to ask the 
Government whether public opinion has ever influenced the Govern­
ment in the leaat. You will find from a perusal of the provisions of 
the Bill that public opinion went for nothing, as I will presently 
show. I t was referred to a Select Committee; the Select Committee
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•?nt a preliminary report which was to the effect that they might 
take up the question of the extension of the provisions of the Bill to 
urban areas. That was returned to us as it was something beyond 
the scope of the Select Committee. The first thing I would like to 
impress ou the members of the House is that if you want that the 
Bill should apply to urban areas neither circulation nor reference to 
the Select Committee would enable you to do so. Therefore, it is no 
use doing so. Now, th? people want that this Bill should provide for 
free, compulsory and universal primary education. The Member-in- 
c Large, presiding over the Select Committee, would perhaps say that 
this was beyond the provisions of this Bill. Then, we want that the 
Central Committee, which has been provided as an advisory body, 
should be the pivot on which primary education should rest. Possibly, 
the Hon’ble Member will say “ that is beyond the provision of the 
Bill, I will not allow it!” What prevents the Government from 
making the Central Committee tha real controlling authority. 
Government will give you C. I. D. ridden education, they will give you 
education through circtc officers, but they will never agree to give 
the control of primary education to the Central Committee, neither 
will they allow the cot trol to be vested in a representative district 
education board. If you want to mak<» such a change in the Select 
Committee, perhaps the Government member will veto your proposal, 
and the result will be that the report will come to us in two or three 
months time in much the original form. I appeal to you to consider 
whether it is not time that a Primary Education Bill is brought 
before the Council enacted on the lines of the preamble of the Bombay 
Act, as read by my frund Mr. J. L. Bannerj«»e. If the Government 
are not inclined to do so, we are prepared to bring in a Bill of that 
type, and we would ask the House to consider whether they would 
prefer our Bill or the Government Bill. Sir, amendments have been 
sent in asking Government to make a statutory provision for Govern­
ment to bear 50 or GO per cent, of the expenses. That requires the 
sanc tion of His Excellency the Governor and I am quite sure if such 
a proposal ii made it would be vetoed under section 80C. You will 
see that in a small matter, I mean section 3, the Select Committee 
omitted “ the subdivision) officer exofficio ” to be a member of the 
committee. I am not giving out a secret, but I may say that the 
Select Committee said that as the District Magistrate was there, it 
was not necessary to make the subdivijtional officer also a member of 
the committee. The Select Committee’s report will show that this 
provision was omitted. In th? Bill, however, this has been restored. 
Even in a matter like this Government think that their sitbdivisional 
officers should be there. Then, in this Bill there is a new section 5, 
and other sections which were not in the original Bill two years ago, 
neither in the last Bill. These new things have been introduced in 
the present Bill. We are at present not concerned with the inspecting
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staff or the curricula: These will be considered when the time comes. 
Now, I  shall come to the taxation proposal because that it the most 
objectionable feature of the Bill. In the matter of taxation the 
Select Committee said that the poor cultivators should not bear 4/5ths 
of the exp?nses. Jkven in this matter Government have restored the 
old provision by which the poor cultivators are required to pay four 
pice and the landlord one pice. Now, it is said that Government has 
no money. I do not cara whether Government has money or not. 
Government cares very little for public opinion. From Bengal over 
5 crores are taken away in the shape of income-tax and over 4 crores 
in the shape of export duty on jute. It is not necessary for the 
purpose of this Bill to levy new taxes. No attempt has been nuide 
to take a share of this amount towards meeting the cost of the primary 
education. From Bengal 8 crores of rupees are taken away by the 
Government of India, and still Government are trying to impose a 
new tax by placing the whole burden on the poor cultivators. I nead 
not trouble the Council with Bombay or Madras figures. I find that 
in Bombay land revenue and income-tax come to about 9 crores and 
20 lakhs. The Bombay Government spend 1 erore and 12 lakhs, and 
in Madras Rs. 1,41,14,4^8 were spent on primary education in the 
course of the last two years What has Bengal don?!* A small amount 
of Rs. 21 lakhs is the recurring grant which the Bengal Government 
makes to the district boards for this purpose. The Hon’ble Minister 
said, I quote from his speech. that the vi*w of Government is that 
a cess shall be levied for meeting an appreciable part of the cost,* 
My friend, Mr. P. N Guha—we are very glad he has come back 
again, Government cannot do without him—waid “ that Government 
has no right to say that we must pay an educational cess even if we 
can point out sources from which necessary funds may be had.” My 
friend Mr. Abul Kasent said that “ there should be statutory pro­
vision for a substantial contribution by Government. There are other 
sources of taxation, he said, which should be tapped before additional 
taxation is levied/’ Now, what has been done with regard to the 
taxation provisionf Section HO has reatoied in entirety section 24 of 
the original Bill. Some of my friends want this Bill circulated for 
public opinion Can you g?»t better opinion couched in better and 
stronger language than the opinions already received of Government’s 
own officers? I would refer to some opinions of Government officers— 
Magistrates, Commissioners, subdivisional officers and others, and 
they are entirely in agreement with us. The District Magistrate of 
Birbhum opposes the levj of a cess on land altogether, for the press­
ing needs of the countrv are for lighting malaria and other epidemics 
and the eradiction o; water hyacinth. The District Magistrate of 
Midnapore apprehends that it would retard the provision of adequate 
funds for an efficient public health organisation, for extension of 
medical relief, for better rural water-supply and the improvement of
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agriculture. He must be a faddist, because be hold* tbe same opinion 
a* we do. Tbe Deputy Commissioner of Darjeeling writes “ it appears 
to be tbat tbe rate fbed is rather high and will make the Bill 
unpopular with the cultivating claves.” The Muhammadan Literary 
Society says 44 Government share of conti i but ion, say 50 per cent., 
should be incorporated .'n the Act.” The Magistrate of 24*Parganas 
gays “ experience shows indirect taxation is better and less unpopular 
than direct. The proposed cess will give some trouble.” The Com­
missioner of the Burdwan Division says “ much of the opposition 
would be withdrawn if Government would signify a minimum share 
of the cost for which It would be responsible.” The Commissioner 
of the Presidency Division says “ theref must be a statutory obligation 
on the State to contribute a definite share of the cost which would 
reduce the rate to three pice in the rupee and an express provision 
to that effect should be inserted in the Bill.” The same is the opinion 
of the Magistrate of Jet^ore. The Bengal Chamber of Commerce say 
this: ‘‘ They would greatly like to see the Bill provide a smaller 
cess to begin with, say a1; the rate of one pice instead of four pice from 
the cultivator and a quirter of that amount from the zamindar." 
The Magistrates of Nadia and Howrah also were opposed to the taxa­
tion clause. Can you expect any change if you refer the Bill to 
Select Committee? Therefore the best thing to do is to stop the Bill 
here and ask Governirent to bring a Bill which would be more popular 
and if they refuse to do that, to give us time to bring up o«r own 
Bill.

Adjoummnt.

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m., on Tuesday, the 6th 
August, 1929, at tbe Town Hall, Calcutta.
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Prtsaadtaga of tlw Bengal Legislative CmmmHI aaeamhlad under 
the provisions of tht Government of India Act

T h e  Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall^ 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 6th August, 1929, at 3 p.m.

Prasont:

Mr. President (the Hon'ble Raja M an m a th i N ath R at  
CHAnmcRY, of Santosh), in the Chair, the four Hon'ble Members of 
the Executive Council and 125 nominated and elected members.

Starred Questions 

(to which oral anewere ware given).

Hunger-strike in Barieal Jail.

MS. Babu SARAL KUMAR DUTTi (a) Is the Hon'ble Member 
in charge of the Political (Jails) Department aware that Srijut 
Satindra Nath Sen and some others were on hunger-strike for a long1 
time in the district jail of liarisul?

ib)  If so, will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state ~
(0 the reasons for their hunger-strike;
(ti) what steps were taken to induce the hunger-striker* to take 

food; and
(tit) for how many days the hunger-strikers were kept on artificial 

feeding at a stretch?

(v) Is it a fact that interviews for the purpose of inducing the 
hunger-strikers to take food were not allowed to some friends of the 
prisoners? If mf why?

(d) Is it a fact that Srijut Satindra Nath Sen suffered substantial 
loss of weight as a consequence of the hunger-strike?

(e) If so, by how many pounds?

MIMBCR in atari* of POLITICAL (MILS) DIPAHTMBliT 
(the HonPMo Sir Provatfi Chtmder Mlttor): (a) Tee.

(b) (i) The original reason given by Satindra Nath Sen was that 
he was fasting for spiritual gain. Later he said that his reason for 
continuing the fast was that he had been unjustly charged with an 
offence under section 52 of the Prisons Act.
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(ii) The Jail Superintendent, the District Magistrate and official 
*nd non-official visitors endeavoured to persuade the prisoners to take 
food, and food was always at hand in their ward.

(Hi) One prisoner was fed by the stomach tube for 25 days, one 
for 22 days, one for 17 days, two for 15 days, one for 13 days, three 
for 11 days, one for 10 days, and one for 6 days.

(r) Interviews were allowed to many persons including Mr. Subhas 
Chandra Bose, m.l.c., and Mr. Sarat Chandra Guha, Chairman of 
the Barisal Municipality, but were refused in some cases where the 
•Superintendent of the Jail considered that while the interviews weiv 
unlikely to be effective in inducing the prisoners to take food in a 
normal manner, they might cause excitement and fatigue, or where 
the prisoners were unwilling or unable without undesirable effect to 
go through the interview.

(d) and (e) During his fast Satindra Nath Sen's weight was 
reduced from 139 to 112$ lbs.

Mr. KIRAN SAHKAR ROY: Will the Honrble Member be pleased 
to state if Sri jut Satjndra Nath Sen has taken food nowP

Tht Hon’blt Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: 1 believe he 
has not taken food now.

Mr. KIRAN SAHKAR ROYS Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
to state how many days it is since he gav? up taking food?

Th# Hott'Wt Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERS I cannot say 
•offhand; within the last few days he has not taken food.

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROYS Will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleased to state whether any extra medical precaution is being taken 
in the jails with f*gnrd to these hunger striking prisoners?

Thi Hon’bto Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER! I believe the 
Superintendent, who is a medical man, is watching very carefully 
the effect of the hunger-strike on the health of the prisoners.

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROYS Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased 
to state what efforts are being made to induce Sri jut Satindra Nath 
Sen to take food?;

Tl» HtffMt Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERs I have no in-
formation just now on the point.
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Nuitiar «f MiMnilitary Rilto shMting club* and ma«iaU«n for 
Urgat praotiM.

*19. Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: Will the Hon’ble MemW
in charge of the Police Department be pleaded to state—

(t) how many non-military Rifle shooting clubs and association® 
for target practice on miniature and other ranges there are 
in this Presidency at present;

(ii) how many on miniature ranges and how many on other 
ranges;

(m) how many of them are Government or Govern ment-*ft*d*d 
clubs;

(iJr) in cases of Government or Government-aided clubs, for whom 
they are me*ut, and what amount is spent for, or given 
to, each club yearly;

(r) on what conditions, if any, and in what form the license in 
given under the Indian Arms Act to those clubs; and 

(w) the names of the clubs or associations and their addresses?

MEMBER in oharft of POLICE DEPARTMENT (tilt Htft’blt 
Mr. A. N. Mobtrly): (i) Two.

(m) One on a miniature range, one on a range of al»out 100 yards 
in length.

(ui) None.
(tv) Does not arise.
(r> Form XV.
(r*) (/) Tollvgunj Club, Ltd., Tollygunj, 24-Parganas. (2) B.-N. 

Railway Miniature Rifle Hub, Eidderp(»re, Calcutta.

All-Bengal B*ttl«m«tt Pm $  Compoettm' Coftftrtno#.

•BB. Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state 
whether he has received a copy of the resolutions and the proceedings 
of the All-Bengal Settlement Press Compositors* Conference held in 
Jessore on the 14th September, 1928?

(6) If the reply to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Member 
be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the same?

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state—
(*) the number of resolutions passed thereat; and
(u) what consideration Government proposes to give to tfcgp?

0
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MEMBER in oftatjp of REVENUE DEPARTMENT <fl" JfOtfM t 
Sir Pm m h Chunder Mitter)! (a) Yes.

(6) A copy is laid on the Library table.
(c) (i) Sixteen.
(it) Tbe resolutions were parsed before the Association received 

recognition. Any reasoned representations submitted through proper 
channel will be considered on their own merits.

Allegations against Superintendent, Alipore Centra! Jail, and Press 
and Forms Manager.

*21. Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDMURI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department he pleased to 
state whether the Government had received a copy of a resolution 
passed at a meeting of the Press Employees’ Association, Calcutta, 
held on the 25t«h May, 1929, making allegations nicain*t the Superin­
tendent of the New Central Jail, Alipore, and the Pres- and Forms 
Manager, Bengal?

(b) If the reply to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether the Government has taken any 
action in the matter? If not, why not?

. The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: {a) Yes.
(b) No. The Superintendent of the Jail refused leave to employees 

on a day which was noti a jail holiday. This is in accordance with 
the rule* in the Bengal Forms Manual.

Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Politioal Prieonera.

31. Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE! Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Political (Jails) Department be pleased to state—

(t) whether there are any persons in Bengal jails classed a* 
“ special d a s  ” prisoners;

(tt) what special treatment is accorded to special class prisoners;
(iii) the number of “ special class ” prisoners, their names and

the jails in which they are confined;
(iv) for what offences persons classed as “ special class ” prisoners

in Bengal jaik have been convicted;



(*) whether all political prisoners are classed as special class '*
prisoners; and

(vi) if not, whethei the Government are considering the desir­
ability of treating all political prisoners as ** special class ” 
prisoners P

The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: (t) Yes.
(it), (fr) and (v) The member is referred to Chapter XXXIV-A of the

Jail Code.
(tit) One. Satyaranjan Bakshi in the Presidency Jail.
(vi) No.

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
to give his reasons for Vs answer (vi)?

The Hon'WtSir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: 1 have nothing 
to add to what I have already said.

Prisoners under the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Aot, 1026.
22. Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA B08E: Will the Hon'Me Member 

in charge of the Politic al Department lx‘ pleased to state—
(t) whether there a»o any prisoners detained in the jail# in India 

under the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act of 1926;
(fi) whether there are prisoner* interned outside jails under the 

said Act; and
(m) whether there are any person# whose litarty has been 

partially restiained under the Bengal Criminal Law Amend* 
ment Act of 1925 P

(iv) if so, their names and the nature of such partial restraint.

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’Mo 
Mr* A* N. Moberfy): (v No.

(ii) No.
(m) There is no restraint on the liberty of movement of any person.
(iv) Does not arise.

Rofusa! of a lioonet for revolver to an M.ft~C. of Pabna.
23. Brljuf BIJAY KUMAR CHATTER4EE: (a) Will the Hon’ble

Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to **tate the 
number of persons (non-official) holding licence for revolver* in the 
district of Pabna?

(b) How many of such persons also possess licence for gnnsf

1929.] QUESTIONS. 8*



QUESTIONS. [6th Am .

(c) It it a fact that application lor the licence ol * revolver 
recently made by Srijut Jogendra Nath Moitra, m .l .c . ,  Zamindar of 
Sitloi, of the district of Pabna, was refused?

(</) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Mem­
ber be pleased to state the reasons for such a refusal?

O) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that under rule and order 52, 
published in Bengal Arms Act Manual, 1924, Chapter III, page 153, 
the said M.L.C. has the qualifications II, III  and IV rendering him 
suitable fot* the grant of the licence prayed for without any previous 
inquiry?

The Hon'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: (a) Ten.
(h) Three.
(c) Yes.
(d) and (e) The rule quoted is intended for the guidance of officers 

dealing with applications for gun licences. The relevant rule in the 
matter of applications for revolver licences is rule 58 on page 156, 
which lays down that such licences shall be granted only in cases of 
teal necessity. The case of Srijut Jogendra Nath Moitra was not 
considered to be of that nature.

Aooommodation of Muhammadan employees in Government quarters 
at Darjeeling.

24. Mautvi 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: ia) Will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber in charge of the Public Works Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the Muhammadan assistants and typists of the 
Bengal Secretariat are sometimes required to go up to the hills with 
the move of Government?

(ft) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Mem­
ber be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing year by year, 
for the la*i five years, the approximate number of Muhammadan 
assistants and typists who were taken up from all the departments of 
the Bengal Secretariat?

(r) L* it a fact that all the assistants and typist#, vis., Hindus, 
Muhammadans, Anglo-Indians and Brahmos, who are taken up to Dar­
jeeling, are provided with residential quarters by Government?

(d) Is it a fact that the quartern which have been set apart lor the 
Muhammadan assistants and typists can accommodate only eight 
persons?

(«) Is it a fad that owing to the increase in the number ol Muham­
madan assistant* and typists in the Secretariat many of them are 
reqtt?r*d to stay outride the Government quarters for want of accommoda­
tion?
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(/) Iff it a fact that much inconvenience is felt by these assistant* 
and typists in securing suitable accommodation in Darjeeling at 
moderate rates?

(g) If the answer to (f) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of taking proper steps for providing every 
Muhammadan assistant and typist with proper accommodation while 
staying at Darjeeling with Government?

MEMBER in otiarge of PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT (tfc* 
Hon’blt Mr. M. C. McAlpin): (a) Yes.

(b) 1924—1st trip, Approx. No. 9.

1924-—2nd trip, Approx. No. 11.
1925—1st trip, Approx. No. 7.
1925—2nd trip. Approx. N<*. 8.
1926—1st trip. Approx. No. 9.
1926—2nd trip, Approx. No. 12.
1927—M trip. Approx. No. 11.
1927—2nd trip, Approx. No. 12.
1928—1st trip. Approx. No. 11.
1928—2nd trip, Approx. No. 10.

(c) Yes, up to the limit of accommodation available in Government 
quarters. Others are <paid house rent in accordance with the provision 
of tbe Darjeeling Allowance Code.

((f) Yes.
(e) Only those in excess of 8.
(/) Government are not aware of the fact.
(g) Does not arise.

Himgftr-ftriM in Barital Jail.

25. Dr. MOHINI MOHAN DAS: <«) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Political Mails) Department be pleased* to state whether 
he is aware of the fact that Srijut Satindra Nath Sen and others were 
on hunger-strike for a long time in the district jail of Barisal?

(b) If so, will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state—
(t) the reasons for their hunger-strike;
(u) what steps were taken to induce the huager-itrikers to take 

food; and
(tit) for how'many days the hunger-strikem were kept on artificial 

feeding at a stretch ?
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(c) Is it a fact that interviews for the purpose of inducing the 
prisoners to take food were not granted to some friends of the prisoners? 
If so, why?

(d) Is it a fact that Sri jut Satindra Nath Sen had substantial loss 
of weight an a consequence of the hunger-strike?

(e) If so, by how many pounds?

Tht Hon’ble Sir PR0VA9H CHUNDER MITTER; (a) to (e) The
member is referred to the replies given to a starred question on this 
subject put at this meeting by Babu Sara I Kumar Dutt.

Burma* political prisoners in Bengal Jails.

29. Babu PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department be pleased to 
state whether there are any Burmese political prisoners in Bengal 
jails?

(h) If the answer to is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether they are supplied with Burmese 
diet? If not, why not?

The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA9H CHUNDER MITTER: (a) Th?re is 
one Burman who was convicted in Burma of an offence under section 
124-A of th? Indian Pe^al Code

(h) No; he is keeping good health and there is no reason for giving 
him special diet.

Mr. KIRAN 9ANKAP ROY: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
to state whether any inquiry was made from the prisoner whether 
he would like to have Burmese diet?

Tha Hon’ble Sir PR0VA9H CHUNDER MITTER: I want notice 
of this question

Moslem employees In Jails.

27. Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: Will the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Political (Jails) Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
Statement showingr*-

(0 the total number of—
* (ar Jailors,

ib) Deputy Jailors.
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(<?) Assistant Jailors,
(d) Head Clerks,
(e) Jail Clerks,
(/) Factory Staff, and 
(g) Sub-Jail Clerks,

existing at present in the Bengal Presidency;
(it) the number of Muhammadan* in each cadre;
(iii) the number of vacancies which occurred in each of the above

posts during the years 1927, 1928 and up to the end of 
June, 1929; and

(iv) the number of these posts filled in by Muhammadans?

Tht Hofftrt# Sir PR0VA8H CHUHDER MITTERs (t), (u), (iii) 
and (tv) A statement is laid on the table.

Statement referred to in the reply to clauses ( i ) ,  ( i f ) ,  (iii) and (ir) of 
unstarred question No. 27.

ToUl 
number 

of port*.

Number of 
Muiuun ran­

dan* In 
each endre.

Number of vncnade* 
In the porta 
during—

Number of poat* Sited 
to by K utuunmnrino*

Df

1927. 1928.
1920
Up to
June

1027 192#,
1929
up to 
June.

<«) Jftllon 24 2 2 2 1
(6) Deputy J*llor» 37 11 7 4

<e) AMteUnt Jallon 17 7
( 4 )  He*d C lerk*  , & 1 1
( 0) Jftii Clerks 43 14 21 4 2 e 1 1

(/} Factory 8U f . 154* &4 3 7 1 l 4 1
<#> Sub-Jill (V rki Mf 11 3 2 1 1

• Including frtm  nad Form* Department, 
t  Including 21 part-Unx* clrrfc*

GOVERNMENT BILL, 

l i t  Ranga! (Rur«0 Primary Mutatfe* Rill, m

The discussion on the Bengal (Rural) Primary Education Bill, 
1029, was then resumed.

Raft RHUPENDRA NARAYAN tlNHA ftateftir, af Naahipun
After what bad been said ysaterday, I have nothing to add But
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from the speeches I gathered that the Bill has sot bean able and has 
failed to sat inf y any party or any class of people in Bengal* Would 
it be advisable for the Government to enforce such a Bill which has 
a universal dissatisfaction? Moreover, the Bill is also very hard for 
one class of people, namely, the agriculturists. The Government 
desire to impart frse primary education to tha villagers at the cost 
and sacrifice and at the life-blood of the poor cultivators. There are 
artisans, school-masters und other classes of people besides the culti­
vating classes whose number is equally large as that of the cultivators. 
The Bill provides to impart free education to those classes of people 
without touching a single pice from their pockfts. At present there 
is the road and public works cesses payable by the cultivators only. 
The advantages and benefits derived from these road and public work 
cesses are actually enjoyed by both classes of peopfl?. Would it he 
desirable to put anothei burden on the cultivators for the benefit of 
other classes of peopleP To my mind, the taxes should be equally 
distributed to all classes of people who would be directly benefited by 
this Act instead of concentrating or putting burden to one class of 
people only as suggested in the Bill.

Yesterday Babu Jitenclralal Bannerjee observed that the Govern­
ment modified the taxation and proposed to levy one-fifth from zamin- 
dars and four-fifths from tenants. I may say that even one pie tax on 
a samindar or a tenur*-holder is only a direct tax. There are, 
besides, other indirect ai.d incidental taxes which a samindar has to 
bear simultaneously, e.g. the collection charges and so on. It is very 
surprising that the Bill proposes 10 per cent, collection charges to 
the union board, but it is silent in tha case of landlords. One may 
say that as the samindar has his own agencies and gomasthas in 
villages and as he has not to make any s?parate establishment for 
the collection of cesses, there is no extra cost for this. If this principle 
holds good for samindnrs why should it not apply to the union board 
which has also agencies for collecting taxes. On the other hand the 
Bill, as drafted, allows 10 per cent, collection charges to these boards. 
Sir, it is most surprising that at present no money is allowed in the 
Roads and Public Works Cess Act for the realisation of these cesses. 
But the Government wĥ > have not to collect any cess but only to 
keep account, make a very big profit thereby as maintenance charge, 
I think, about Rs. 60,000 from the District Board Fund. So far as 
I remember, their charges are about more than 6 per cent on the 
total collection for keeping accounts only, whereas tike lamindars, who 
have to go to the interior ot the villages and to make the collection 
at 1 or 2 pie* and the> have to keep thousands and thousands of 
accounts in their sherista, are allowed no remuneration. If tha samit- 
dars are deprived of the collection charges why should not the Govern­
ment who have same agencies in the Collectorate such as sheristadar 
awfettfteouiitant he deprived of itf Is them any justifteaitie* to altar
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the coHaction charge# to one person and depriving the other? From 
this one can make a rou?h idea as to the amount of collection charges 
which the samindar# have to bear and pay from their own pockets. 
If 6 per cent, be charged for keeping accounts how much can b^ 
fixed for collection as well as for keeping thousands and thousand* 
of petty account*. It cannot be b ss  than 15 per cent.

3-15 p.m.
Secondly, Sir, there is another indirect tax on the landholder*, 

namely, the cess from the rent-free holder*. The cess from this class 
of people is so small such as half-a*pie or a pie and the collection 
involves so much burden and cost that the landlords generally, instead 
of collecting the cess, pay it from their own pockets. Formerly the 
road and public works cesses used to be collected bv th? (Nillector 
of a district but finding difficulty in collection. even with the Certificate 
procedure, the work, haf- been entrusted to the zamindars with the 
result that the zamindar* have to bear an additional indirect tax. So 
if the proposed clause be accepted, the zamindan* have to pay another 
indirect tax of not less than two pies in a rupae.

Even for argument sake, if one pie tax be imposed on the zumindars 
what benefit would the> derive P Certainly, they would not get any 
direct benefit but they will have one consolation that their tenants are 
getting primary education. If that be so, the Government should have 
more consolation and satisfaction to think that their subjects who are 
of mors permanent character than tenants, are getting five primary 
education. If th’ cost for this consolation he one pie in every rupee, 
what would be the charge for the Government for their satisfaction— 
certainly much more. But unfortunately, the Bill has not provided 
any suggestion about Government contribution. As it is the duty of 
good citizen to help a Government, so it is the duty of the Govern­
ment to help ihe people. But in the prespnt Bill the Government 
propose to contribute nothing and to extract all money from the one 
class of people in order to impart education at the cost of the people. 
This is inconceivable. There should be more provision in the Bill 
as to the amount of contribution of the Government.

With these few words I beg to oppose the measure.

I M t i  ABDUL KARIM: It would be superfluous to say that a 
Primary Education Act has been long overdue in this province. 
Although Bengal is regarded as the most advanced province in India, 
in the matter of primary education it is far behind some of the other 
provinces. In Madras an Elementary Education Act was passed a 
decade ago, and in Bombay a similar Act has been in operation sine* 
1923. In the Punjab, as remarked in * recent meeting of the Punjab 
Legislature by Mr. Calvert, the Education Secretary, “ Compulsion
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already introduced in tbe Punjab represents two hundred times more 
than the step* in the same direction taken by all other provinces of 
India put together.” In spite of this “ marvellous progress ” a 
special committee has lately been appointed with a view to the intro­
duction of compulsory primary education in the province.

It is very much to be regretted that the Government of Bengal has 
been reprehensibly slow in taking necessary steps for the spread of 
primary education. At last a Primary Education Bill was introduced 
in the last Council, and it was referred to a Select Committee consist­
ing of 32 members. The Committee mat from tim? to time for about 
six months, and thoroughly discussed the clauses of the Bill. That 
so many an nineteen of the members signed the report subject to their 
note* of dissent unmistakably shown the great difference of opinion 
that prevailed. The mont important question to be considered in this 
connection is that of finance; unless adequate funds are provided little 
progress can be made.

One of the points that was particularly stressed in the report of 
the Select Committee, as well as in the notes of dissent by its members, 
and also in the opinion expressed by those who wpre consulted in the 
matter, was about the statutory obligation of the Stata to contribute a 
definite share of th? cost of primary education, and insertion in the 
Bill of an express provision to this effect. The Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Bill has :,ot, however, taken any notice of this volume 
of opinion and has not thought it necessary to put in the Bill even a 
word us to the share of cost that the Government is prepared to bear. 
The Madras Education Act of 1920, on which the Bill before the 
House is said to huve l>een bas^d. provides as follows: “ When an 
elementary education fund is constituted under section 32, the 
Governor in Council shall contribute thereto a sum not less than the 
proceeds of the taxation levied under section 34 on behalf of the fund.”

“ Provided that such contribution shall be in addition to, and 
not in lieu of, the amount of recurring expenditure incurred from 
the Provincial funds during the financial year before the coming into 
force of this Act/*"

The Bombay Primary Education Act of 1923 recognises the statu­
tory obligation of the Government as regards the cost of Primary 
Education by the following clause: —

“ The Government shall bear half of the additional recurring cost 
of the scheme if the local authority is a Municipality and two-thirds 
of the said cost if the local authority is a District Local Board.

Nothing in this sec tic n shall affect the claim of any local authority 
to any annual grant which at the time this Act conies into operation 
is being paid to it by the Government for purposes of Primary Educa­
tion."
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While olJiar Provincial {Governments have been bearing a fair 
share of the cost of primary education, there seem* to be no reason 
why the Government of Bengal should not contribute an adequate 
amount for primary education in the province. I have tabled an 
amendment to this effect, and I hope the Member in chargv of the 
Bill will see his way to accept it.

The Select Committee's recommendation regarding the apportion­
ment of the proposed cess has not been accepted. I need hardly say 
that it would be unjustifiabl? to saddle the poor tenant with the major 
portion of the cost of primary education. I hope the amendment 1 
have proposed assigning an equal share of the cost to the landlord 
and the tenant will be taken into careful consideration. Besides, the 
various avenues of indirect taxation should lie thoroughly explored 
in coming to a final decision regarding the financing of any compre­
hensive scheme of primary education in the province.

One oth?r point on which stress was laid in the notes of dissent 
was the limited scope ol the Bill. The Select Committee discussed 
the advisability of extending the scope of the Bill so as to cover the 
introduction of universal free compulsory primary education both in 
rural and urban areas. But this course was held to be out of order. 
It was hoped that in the new Bill instead of merely making better 
provision for primary education, a scheme would be provided for a 
system of universal education within a definite period, for which the 
country* has long been clamouring. But this has not been done. Th<* 
Bill under discussion is as unduly limited in scope and extent as the 
old Bill. There can be no justification for levying a universal cess 
unless education is made universal. It may not be possible to have 
universal education 211 th,* immediate future but wi» should have
at least the ideal of universal education before us. But the Bill that
has been introduced ban not that ideal.

The desirability of having one legislation for both rural and
urban areas was urged by several member* of the Select Committee.
But urban areas have not b?en inc luded in the scope of the Bill. 1 
need hardly say that it is most desirable that the question of primary 
education should be considered as a whole for the entire province. 
There might be differences in the curriculum for different areas and 
denomination*, but thei* should be one uniform law for the whole 
province. The Bengal Piimary Education Act of 1919 hot become 
inoperative for want of fund*. Betides few of the municipalise* have 
shown any enthusiasm for primary education. Many of the munici­
palities are merely overgrown villages with a Urge rustic population. 
If  they are not brought within the range of the Bill, education of 
their inhabitants will suffer. Moreover, the residents of these areas 
(traders, money-lenders, lawyers and others) who are rich and pros- 
porous and who hare, in many cases, fattened on the ignorance of the
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masses, should not be exempted from the proposed taxation. The Bombay 
Primary Education Act of 1918, which was applicable only to the 
district municipalities, was repealed when the Bombay Primary Educa­
tion Act of 1923, which extended to the whole Presidency except the 
city of Bombay, was passed. There is no reason why the same course 
should not be followed in Bengal.

For tbe success or a new scheme of education, sufficient popular 
support is essential. This should have been kept in view in forming 
the Central and District School Boards. It would lie unwise to alienate 
public sympathy by too mui-h officialising these bodi?s. I do not 
think there is nesd for much official tutelage in a matter of this kind.

Foi« the reasons I have stated the Bill, I need hardly say, requires 
thorough revision. It should be either substituted by a new Bill or 
referred to a Select, Committee.

Babu AMARENDRANATH CHATTERJI: I read in the brochure 
on Primary Education in Bengal by my friend Babu Naliniranjan 
Sarker that it was gratifying to find that the Bengal Government 
seems to have become conscious of its responsibility as the introduc­
tion of the Primary Education Bill in this Council proves. It is 
gratifying, nay it is fortunate that, after a rule of more than a 
century and a half, the Bengal Government have been roused to their 
sen»e of responsibility, but «♦ is unfortunate that I stand to oppose 
the Bill, not, because I do not want our rural children to be educated, 
hut because I do not wai*t them to be deprived of their bread, manhood 
and very life in the name of education. I have gone through the 
Bill carefully and I an. fully conscious of the fact that such a Bill 
could be thought of by ibis Government only.

In dealing with the preamble, I beg to submit that the wordings 
should have been—“ Whereas it ia expedient to make provision for 
further tightening the grip of the Government in the rural areas, a 
Bill for primary education be devised.’' This would have been more 
honest and fair to a people who are striving for Swaraj.

8-30 p.m.
1 cannot persuade myself to believe that this Bill has been produced 

out of a sense of duty and responsibility or out of feeling of com- 
passion for the teeming millions of our illiterate rural people. Bather 
it has been brought horns to *he Government that the rural people are 
getting out of the hands of the Government, as the recent elections 
have proved to the hilt, and I believe that the Government people 
who are at the h?lra of affairs set to work out a solution of the problem 
and found out that unless they caught hold of these people jrho 
ere growing into a nation at the outset of their life they could not 
stand any longer where they were standimg. This was the only n o tin
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why this Bill has been brought into existence. Sir, tbe growing 
influence of tbe Congress an*i tbe growing attachment of the rural 
people to the Congress workers and tbe rising aspiration# of the people 
of rural areas tor swaraj, the youth and the student movements, etc.— 
these are the incentives of this Bill. I do not think that it is worth 
analysing the Bill in detail. Had it not come from Government, we 
would not have discussed it on the floor of this House. Had it been 
introduced by any one **!se who had some little interest in the pv»ople 
of this country we would have dealt differently with him. Hut this 
Bill, as coming from Government, is merely a display of the trustee­
ship and is only to jusiify their existence on tbe face of so many 
ordinances and regulations which are prevailing in the country. Tbe 
policy that led the Government to pass ordinances is the very policy 
which has made the Government to frame this obuoxious yet charming 
Bill. Charming indeed is the title. Sir, it has been said that the 
Bill has passed committee stage. No, Sir, that will not do. New 
people have come into 1 his Council, and if the Bill is once more 
before the Council it must pass through another committee stage 
because I have said new people have come in with a new angle of 
vision.

We find that th?re U a central primary ^ducatiou committee pro­
vided for in the Bill. If we look into the constitution of the com­
mittee we find that it is to be constituted of the Director of Public 
Instruction, of tbe District Magistrate, of the Subdivisional Officer, 
of the Inspector of Schools and so forth, and I beg to rectify a mistake 
and would suggest that the names of the Sub-Inspect or of Police of 
the C. I. D. officers of the district and of the informers should also 
be included in the committee. The Sub-Registrars and others might 
also come in, and I do not know why their names should be left 
out. It may l>e because there is still a sense of delicacy and decency 
left in the Government. So the names of the police officers bav? been 
left out.

Sir, in Chapter 4 of the Bill w'e come to the cess. People are to 
pay 5 pice on each rupee for the education of their children. The major 
portion of this ceee is to be paid by the agriculturists, as if our agri- 
eulturists are richer than the sasnindars, as if they are a thriving 
people And can Afford to pay that sum for the education of then 
children. 8ir, somebody asked t*e about this oess, and I told him 
that it was «nste in keeping with thoee people, one of whom said, 
feeing asked if there was famine in hit district, that there was no 
4*naiae “ since leaves are left in the treat and women are not becoming 
prostitutes/'

H r. r a m p M I T l  Mr. Chatterji, I must ask you to withdraw 
that expression. I was told that you were making your maiden speech
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to-<ky. Naturally I wan inclined to give you some latitude I  should 
now like to hear from you more about the Bill than about things 
which are not directly connected with it.

Babu AMARENDRANATH CHATTERJI: Very well, Sir, I 
withdraw the expression. With regard to cess it is a preposterous pro­
position. I think the provincial revenua ought to be responsible for 
this expenditure. Sir, we know our country better than those who 
framed this Bill and we know that our countrymen cannot afford to 
pay any further than they are now paying. If we could induce our 
people and zumindars to pay 5 pice per rup«?e lor education we would 
have introduced national education on a larger scale. On behalf of 
my constituency from which I have got a mandate I oppose this Bill 
as it is absolutely impossible to agree to this Bill as it stands fo; 
all these causes I have dealt with. I therefore request my hon’ble 
friends to throw out this Bill if possible or to send it to a fresh Select 
Committee.

Babu SURENDRA MOHAN MOITRA: 1 rise to join my voice 
with that of my friend Mr. Gupta regarding this Bill. I regret very 
much that I cannot accord my whole-hearted support to it. The Bill 
as it stands contains g^rms of more harm than good to our people. 
To me it looks like a camouflage designed to deceive the people whose 
clamour for free and compulsory education has been very insistent. 
It do*s not provide for immediate introduction of free and compulsory 
education. There is not in it any indication how the education 
promised to our people will be imparted. There runs throughout the 
Bill that suspicion about the capacities of our people to mould our 
own future which is writ large in the history of British rule in India. 
At every step we feel that we are still to be in the leading strings 
of the officials. 1 do not find any reason why a district magistrate 
or subdivisional officer should be an ex-officio member in school boards. 
What is the necessity of these estimable gentlemen to be on the board. 
Is it because that they are Government servants and therefore they 
are experts in educatkwu I fight shy also of nominations and appoint­
ments because I know from my owu experience that it is more often 
abused. Those nominations are practically made at the instance of 
the district magistrates who use the power always on the principle 
of patronages and not on the grounds of quality. This House will 
bear with me for a minute when I cite an instance or two. How can 
we account for a nomination in the managing committee of a first 
grade Government college of a gentleman who has no education what­
soever and who does ftot know the difference of pure mathematics 
from mixed mathematics, who cannot follow even the discussion 
in the committee, but has been glorified as a doctor, though I do nnt
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know whei* h* got this title. I know of other instances where nomi­
nations mm made in this* way. People are nominated on the district 
boards whose knowledge of the districts does not travel beyond the 
houses of the Collector and the Superintend?nt of Police and whose 
only qualification is that of giving parties to every incoming and 
outgoing official. I next come to the question of taxation. We are 
to pay a crore of rupees by taxation and 5 pice per rupee will have 
to be borne by those people who can hardly make their two ends meet. To 
tax the already over-tax<?d people who have hardly one meal a day 
is preposterous, when wo find that the provincial revenu? is squan­
dered by the Government for the so-called purpose of law and order. 
Unless thin portion of the Bill is recast und money is found by other 
means say by indirect taxation, the Bill cannot b? acceptable to tJi.* 
people. I then object to th? method of realisation of the proposed 
tax, because it will hurt the landlords first though it will ultimately 
recoil upon the poor tenants.

Sir, I raise my voice against the introduction of religious training 
in these primary schools My first reason is that it will se<»k to per­
petuate tha communal spirit which is already disfiguring our national 
life and activities. My next objection is that I do not lika to allow 
my r?ligion to be contioiled in any way by an alien Government. 
There has b?en cultural conquest already. Pray, for Heaven’s sake, 
do not try to conquer my religion. It is for these reasons that I would 
like the Bill to be rein idelled in the light of criticisms offeree! by 
this side of the House. I would therefore like to make a present 
of that admirable Inmklet written by my friend, Mr. Xaliniranjan 
Sarker, to tin Director of Public Instruction for guidance.

Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA: May I ask on a point of information 
whether having regard to the fact that a large number of speeches 
have been made oppos*iig the Bill, would it not be convenient to 
have somebody from the Government side to speak in support of the 
Bill.

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think 1 should call upon any member 
to speak.

Mr, H. S. SUHRAWARDY8. Vitally interested though I am, a* 
a humble member of this Hon’ble Council in all matter* that primarily 
affect the interests of the people, I  must confess that on this occasion 
1 am unable to speak authoritatively on behalf of those whose interests 
will be mostly affected by the provisions of this Bill, because, un­
fortunately, Sir, I am not a landlord, fortunately Sir, I am not a 
tenant, and providentially, Sir, I am not rural, nor have I been 
returned by a rural constituency. As a vitally interested spectator
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it seems to me, Sir, thaf all this wrangling, this searching criticism, 
this dissection is due to the fact that we shall be called upon to pay 
for the administration of primary education. Now, Sir, there is no 
doubt in my mind that to some extent this child that has been pro­
duced in malformed but I doubt very much that if we had not been 
called upon to pay for the maintenance of this deformed offspring 
whether we should have at this stage criticised the provisions of this 
Bill bo intensively, 1 am assured by a great protagonist of the 
tenants, my friend Shah Abdul Hamid or rather Abdul Hamid Shah 
of liyinensingh, that the tenants are dying to pay 4 pice or 5 pice per 
rupee or even more if necessary, provided that thin Bill is put into 
operation and they get the inestimable boon of primary education. 
They will forget in theii joy the drought that has affected their crops, 
the floods that are playing havoc with them, the lack of irrigation 
facilities provided that they are educated and they are able to educate 
their children. But he makes one grave condition, and that is that 
thin Bill should he in full operation in the course of a year so that 
the people may know that they have received something in return 
for what they are paying We know perfectly well, Sir, that thin i 
impossible and many people will have to go on paying for yaars and 
years before they will ^et compulsory education introduced in their 
districts Therefore, Sir, I do not know to what extent this assurance 
of the Shah Sahib will carry weight when we come to consider whether 
this Bill should be put into operation or not. Hence, Sir, with great 
hesitation and considerable risk to myself, I presume to place before 
the Council what my own views are in the matter. It seems to me, 
Sir, that although there is u vital necessity for a primary education 
Bill to be introduced in this province and that as soon as possible, 
it is yet early to place the Bill before the Council when the financial 
condition of the provine* is in the wretched state in which we find 
it to-day. Every year wc are met with a deficit; there is no money 
even to carry on the ordinary administration, let alone any funds for 
a Government contribution from the general fund*. I believe this 
year there was a deficit of a crore and three lakhs of rupees. Every 
year it will not he the good fortune of the Government of Bengal 
that a jute magnate will expire and leave a very handsome sum for 
its exchequer. We have approached the Government of India over 
and over again with the plea that we are contributing far too much 
for the Oantral Government, that we are entitled in all fairness and 

to certain dues that are now being appropriated by it, that 
we art imafcle 4o aaeet th»* deficit, that there is no rsservs of taxation, 
Mid now we km going to tax our people 4 pice, and 1 pice or 2 pice 
and 8 pice whatever it may be in order to introduce this scheme of 
reform. The Government of India will turn round and say that the 
meeds of the Government of Bengal ate vital, that the needs of the 
ftdministration are vita)—Jar more vital than imparting education.



1929.] GOVERNMENT BILL. or

The government has to be carried on first; later you can pay atten­
tion to subsidiary activities. If we do not provide funds for the 
Government of India where will it get money to erect balustrades out­
side the Ochterlony Monument ground. My own humble suggestion 
would have been to declare and affirmatively declare that there is 
absolutely no reserve in Bengal on which to fall back for purposes 
of taxation. We know 4 hat there is no reserve and that we are com­
mitting a considerable amount of hardship on the poor people when 
we are calling upon them to pay for this education. Sacrifice is essential, 
but it must be limited to their capacity. I would like these expenses 
of education were met ^om the general revenue. We are entitled to 
have certain well-defined dues which are now being taken by the 
Government of India spent on Bengal; and if these dues are given 
to Bengal, then there will be a surplus from which to meet the expenses 
from the general revenue, and we will not be called upon to tax 
people when it is extremely doubtful whether they will lie able to 
pay these taxes. When the collection is made I would not like to be 
m the shoes of my frierd the Shah Sahib and those gentlemen who 
will stand up and say that the poor people are prepared to pay 4 
pice or 5 pice freely, gladly On the other hand theirs is the risk 
and theirs is the responsibility. I have given my own views, which I 
rnuintain is the correct view; we ought first to settle matters with the 
Government of India before we launch upon such an ambitious scheme; 
but if my friend* want to pay, why then let them have leave, and 
that as soon as possible, to introduce this Bill, so that we may descend 
to the details and begin to vote on the provisions of the Bill.

Mr. BIJOY PR08AD SINCH ROY: The Bill ha» now been criti­
cised in all its aspect* and all its provisions have been carefully 
considered and analysed in this Council. My friend the Raja of 
Xashipur has attempted to make a special pleading on behalf of the 
eamindar*. Personally I feel that no special pleading is necessary on 
behalf of any cominuni*\ so far as this measure is concerned. My 
esteemed friend, Mr. Jitendralal Bannerjee, declared yesterday that 
the Government were very kind to the xamindars because they had 
reduced their share of taxation. But I may say that the Government 
m this matter has neither been generous nor just either to the xamin- 
dars or to the tenants. Sir, cess is going to be realised under the 
Cess Act; and the Cess Act does not recognise any caste, creed, com* 
munity or class. The word 44 landlord M does not mean only rich 
tamindars like my friend the Raja Bahadur of Nashipur or like your­
self. It also includes the class of landlords who are small tenure- 
holders. When the Bengal Tenancy Act was passed in 1886 there 
were about 7 lakhs of these tenure-holders in Bengal, Behar and 
Orissa but their number is now about 60 lakhs in Bengal alone. In 
the course of 60 years the number of tenure-holders has reached this

7
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appalling figure! Many people who were assented as tenant* or culti­
vating raiyats during a previous revaluation of cesses have now been 
assessed an tenure-bolder*. Sir, the Cess Art is a wonderful law, it has 
elevated many poor till°rs of the soil to the position of tenure-holders. 
(Here I hold in my hand a copy of the cess revaluation roll of the 
district of Pabna. I am sure most of my friends here are familiar 
with the report of distress in Pabna because of the recent revaluation 
of cesses there. A ternre-holder before the revaluation was paying 
5 annas 6 pies as cess; and would you believe it that under the re­
valuation he has got to pay a cess of Rs. 9-10-9 now, and this is not 
an isolated instance. 1 can quote numerous cases like these and give 
you the number of tauzies and the number of settlement khatian*. the 
number on the revaluation roll and every particular. I shall cite 
another instance. Here 1 hold in my hand an abstract from the cess 
revaluation roll of Hooghly. There have been cases in which the 
cess has been increased from Rs. 2-1-0 to Rs. 6-3-0 and so on and 
so forth. Innumerable cases like these can be cited to show what a 
dangerous process is that pass revaluation. The landlord must find 
out the money as the Government must be paid, no matter whether 
he can realise it from the tenants or not and it may be remembered 
that the landlord is not always a rich man. The land revenue of 
Bengal to-day amounts to two crores 15 lakhs from the permanently 
settled area and the cess is Rs. 83 lakhs, that is to say that the totaj 
Government demnnd from the land is Rs. 3 croivs, and if thin Bill 
is placed on the Statute Book it will raise the demand by one crore 
more. The total burden on land will be raised from 3 to 4 mires, 
that is by 33 per cent. There are member* in this Council w ho belong 
to the city of Calcutta and I ask them in all seriousness to realise 
what would be the case H the consolidated municipal1 rates in Calcutta 
in increased to-day from 19h per cent, to 30 per cent. The same will 
he the result if this Bill is passed into law. The xamindars of Bengal 
do not enjoy powers tinder the Public Demands Recovery Act to 
realise their dues from :he tenants. They have no Cess Deputy 
C ollectors to overawe the tenants and they have got to pay regularly 
to Government treasury the revenue and the cesses. All these things 
should be carefully taken into consideration before we vote for this 
Bill. I would suggest that instead of this indirect taxation there 
should be a direct taxation like the Chaukidari Tax. We are playing 
a very dangerous game, and by one stroke of the pen we are going 
to raise the total demand from agricultural properties by 33 per cent. 
We must consider all these points thoroughly and in all its minute 
details, and then determine our line of action.

Mr* I1* lA N tftd tf The name of the Bill introduced by the Hon’bfo 
Mr McAlpin is the Bengal (Rural) Primary Education Bill. Although 
the name is so charmingly attractive it it my misfortune that I have
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to oppose the Bill in toto. The Bill has been introduced with a parti­
cular motive and not with the purpose of imparting education in rural 
areas. It has bean stated that it will provide free and compulsory 
primary education in ♦he rural areas. I hope I ahull not be mis­
understood when I oppose this Bill. I do admit that we want free 
and primary education but we want education that should not only 
be free to the boys but should also be free to the guardian* at the 
name time and that it must be frev* from official control*

4 p.m.
The primary object of education introduced by Government in thi* 

country can be gathered from a study of the history of the last 
century, when there wn a great discussion about the introduction 
of English education in this land. There waft a great divergence of 
opinion on this question, and though Mr, Macaulay supported the 
introduction of English education in thi* country, but from his memor­
able despatch we find th’it he wanted not to impart real education to 
the paopl? of this country, because he said that—“ We are at present 
a board for printing books which ar? of les* value than the paper 
on which they are printed was when it wns blank, and for giving 
artificial encouragement to absurd history, absurd metaphysics, absurd 
physics, and absurd theology,” That was the real intention behind 
the imparting of English education in this country a century ago. 
We also find from history that Mr. Macaulay and his friends wanted 
to create in this land a separate caste—a separate class—that would 
serve as a buffer between the ruler* and the millions over whom they 
mled. That was the object at one time. Mr. Macaulay thought that 
if Knglish education cculd lie properly imparted to the people of 
this country, then within 31) years they would forget their ideals, 
their idolatry, and would become Christians.

Then, Sir, we find that before the British came to this country 
there were 90,000 village schools in Bengal, i.e., one school for a 
population of 400. After a csntury of British rule we find that only 
7 per cent, of the population are litcmte. This is the result of th* 
education that was introduced a century ago. Since the passing of 
the Ijocal Self-<Government Act in Bengal, primary education has been 
entrusted to local bodies, and in most cases the non-official chairmen 
of local bodies have changed the curriculum to suit the children of 
the soil, so that they might be imbued with some national (conscious­
ness. At present the majority of the people are illiterate. With the 
advent of the British in this country the villag? system was swept 
away, and with it the means of imparting primary education to 
children. The village system of Government enabled the children at 
least to learn to read and write. We now want an education which 
is conducive to the welfare of the people of this country.
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Sir, Government now find that the education that is imparted under
thte tegis of local hoards is beyond their control-----

Mr. PRESIDENT. What about the Hill, Mr. Banerji? (Laughter.)

Mr. P. BANERJI: I am coming to that.

(Government want to bring this education under their control and 
authority, and that is the object behind this Bill.

Sir, the constituency which I have the honour to represent has a 
Imputation of about 5 lakhs, and 90 per rent, of this population are 
illiterate peasants. They are already over-burdened with taxes, and 
they have told me that they cannot pay any more taxes. They have 
told me: “ We do not want this sort of primary education, as wia 
cannot pay any more taxes. With the taxes already on us, it is 
impossible for us to keep our body and soul together and we are 
ttarving. It is impossible for us to pay any more taxation, even for 
such a good thing as education for our children.”

It has been suggested by some of my zamindar friends on the other 
side that the taxation of one pice is even too much for them, while 
the taxation of four pice suggested for the tenant* is not much, in­
asmuch as zamindars have to pay other taxes. I want to point out 
to thin House that the major portion of the tax will be realised from 
the cultivators, who arc already over-burdened with taxation. Then 
there in another difficulty, viz., that the zamindars while realizing 
the one unna to be paid by the tenant will try to throw their share 
of one pice aUo on to the tenant by illegal ways. I do not say that 
every xamindar will do this, but there is a natural apprehension in 
the minds of the tenant that many sammdars will extort from the 
tenants the xamindar's share of the tax in an unlawful manner. 
Their gomosthas will instructed to realise the additional one pice 
from the tenants by some means or other, The tenants further fear 
that they will not only have to pay the zamindar's share of the tax, 
but ill so additional charge* for collection. This apprehension on their 
part in not entirely groundless, and it is one of the reasons why they 
refuse to pay any tax whatsoever for this purpose.

Sir, (Government put forward the plea that they were looking to 
thfr interests of the tenants when they introduced the Bengal Tenancy 
(Amendment) Bill last year, but it has not improved the lot of the 
tenants,—in fact it has proved to b<* a tenant-killing Bill. In the 
present case, also, they have come forward with the plea that this 
Bill is for the education of the people of the rural areas, but it is 
really an education-killing Bill. I, therefore, warn Government
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against tke time when tlie people will rise in mass against them and 
refuse id pay any taxation whatsoever, and when arguments and per- 
suation would be of no avail. I appeal to tbe members of this House 
to reject this Bill. If that is not possible, they should at least refer 
it to a Select Committee, where it could be considered and re-examined.

With these words, Sir, I oppose the motion.

Mr. A. F. RAHMAN* Mr. President, Sir, I do not pretend that 
speaking at this stage will in any way influence the decision of the 
House, because in matters liki this decisions are made beforehand 
outside the House. I have been listening to the debate that has 
been going on since yesterday, and 1 speak because I am greatly 
bewildered by the attitude that Home members have taken up over 
this Bill. Yesterday, it was said that Government had been guilty 
of culpable negligence in delaying the introduction of thin Bill in 
this House, but all the arguments that have teen advanced by the 
critics of Government plead for delay in the consideration of this 
Bill. Each time a Primary Education Bill is brought before the 
House, objections are riised, it is referred to a Select Committee, 
minutes of dissent are written, and the task of evolving something 
tangible out of the chaos becomes as difficult as ever. The labour of 
Government for a b o u t  a year is lost, and at the end we are content 
to refer the Bill back again to a Select Committee or to have it re­
published for eliciting public opinion. The suspicion remains in my 
mind, Sir, that we do not wish to tackle the question: In fact, we 
want to shelve it.

Sir, I am not speaking as an expert on this question, because I 
have been told that an expert is one who knows less and less of more 
and more, and, from that point of vnw, it is an honour which the 
Government must share with the critics of the Bill. I speak as a 
layman, because I have been asking myself this question: ** What 
is it that we have been wanting so long?” Do we or do we not 
desire primary education for tbe masses of Bengal? Now, that we 
have got the verdict of the public over this question—and which verdict 
has been so often repeated—the critics of this Bill urge that it is a 
measure which has not received the approval of the public.

Sir, if it has been criminal negligence on the part of Government
in delaying the introduction of this Bill, then all I can say is that
the attitude that has been displayed by some members is criminal
negligence amounting to *4 slaughter.” To me it seems, after listen­
ing to the debates yesterday and to-day, that two vital objections have 
been taken to this Bill. The first objection seems to be that the 
principle ol this Bill, or rather the preamble, does not go far enough. 
The critics of the Bill would like that Government should at one#
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declare for free compulsory universal primary education in Bengal. 
I admit, Sir, that I am in sympathy with this argument. I should 
have liked very much that Government could have seen their way 
to adopt the wording of the Bombay Act. Even if Government have 
failed to f̂o as far as the critics would wish, does it in any way take 
away the merit of tbe riovisional scheme that has been submitted to 
thift House, which proposes to educate all the boys in Bengal within
7 years? Sir, I think that on this ground alone we ought to support 
this measure.

4-16 p.m.
The objection seems to me that it does not go far enough, that it 

is only a step towards universal education. To throw out a measure 
tacause it does not uslur iu the millenium is rather peevish, and it 
rather savours of an attitude to jwwtpone the evil day. It is the 
first step that really counts. Surely, if we are striving for a goal, 
we cannot object to a beginning being made. In the scheme that 
ha* been circulated by the department, there abundant evidence 
that every effort has been made to meet public opinion for universal 
primary education within a reasonable length of time. If there are 
limitation* and imperf pet ions these have Keen imposed hv the limi­
tation of funds. From the a m en d m en ts that have been tabled, it is 
clear that the House exjwets that the scheme would l>e in full work­
ing order within a reasonable span of time sav 7 or 8 y?ars. That is 
as it should be. Nobody expects that a vast and complex attempt 
to educate the children of a whole province would be workable in a 
dny or in a year. Time must Ik* allowed, and if that is conc?ded, 
within 7 years Bengal will have all her boys receiving instruction 
in free primary schools. So far as girls are concerned, 150 per cent, 
more will 1m* receiving education; here sociul customs and traditions 
of a community "ill have to be considered, but I am confident that 
within that time the deHre for female education will be affective and 
complete. No more effective or completer scheme has come forward 
and a Select Committee that laboured to hammer out an acceptable 
Bill, after considering all things, gave their benediction to this scheme, 
aud on the basis of this it worked. Tliers* may be and theiv is hound 
to be honest difference cl opinion about the operation of the scheme, 
about the machinery projx>sedt about incidental details, but these 
may lie discussed on the floor of this House. That is certainly not 
A sufficient reason for shelving the Bill either by circulating it or 
referring it again to a Select Committee. The <*o-ordination of public 
opinion and th*» evolution of something tangible from minutes of 
dixsent would relegate primary education to oblivion. Such step# 
are taken either when "the House is not clear whether the public want 
« particular measure or whftn it has not made up it# mind about tfie
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provisions, Ob both these issues the verdict has been given and I do 
not think any useful purpose can now be served by shirking the con- 
si deration of this Bill.

Another objection to this Bill is the incidence of taxation necessary 
to carry out the scheme, and I think I am right in saying that an 
influential section is opposed to any fresh tax being imposed. Too 
often we have the courage of the conviction of others. Much may be 
said against Government for the method it has proposed for raising 
the necessary funds and ignoring the recommendation of the Select 
Committee on this particular point alone. I am not sure if it has not 
alienated th? sympathies of those who would have sacrificed much to 
see the measure carried through, but the proper place to force these 
recommendations on a reluctant Government is th? floor of this House 
and at the proper time they will be nrged, but the main position is 
perfectly clear. Nobod\ ever believes that the ordinary revenue of 
this province can finance a scheme of this magnitude. If we are 
genuine about our deshc for free primary education, we must find 
the necessary funds and at a very modest reckoning, 1 crore of rupees. 
If we ha\e the faintest hope that somebody will come to our rescue, 
or some other agency will save us from an unpleasant duty, we ought 
to retire from the arena of public life. The fact has to be faced 
squaivly that, for the present at least, fresh taxation would be neces­
sary. If at any future period this become* unnecessary, is there any 
question that legislators would not bp quick to grasp the chance? The 
source that has been proposed is the result of anxious and careful 
thought ; if any alternative capable of yielding as much and imme­
diately is suggested, the House would welcome it.

I suppose this is one of the biggest steps towards nation>huilding, 
and if this measure is passed it would he a goldeu achievement in an 
otherwise barren record of public activity. From that point of view 
a fair chance at least ought to be given to this Bill. It has taken 
too long to come lie fore us; everybody has professed love for the vision 
but practically everybody has bean inhospitable to the material form. 
Such an attitude would m?an our inability to face really supreme 
issues. There must l>e room for a variety of opinions on some of the 
clauses of the Bill, and those that are u little nervous about the
passage of th? Bill would lie prepared to concede much for the sake
of the ultimate good. Hut any attempt to shelve the question inde­
finitely and lose sight of it in the frenzied attempts at constitution- 
making in the near future would he resisted; no convincing reason 
exists for circulating the measure, or referring it again to a Select 
Committee. A concrete proposal after years of preparation and 
embodying the public demand is before the House; may be, it is full
of tangle* but these ounht to be straitened out on the floor of the
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Legislative Council. It would be impolitic to delay its consideration 
any longer, and it would ba disloyalty to the faith of the electorate 
in its* representatives.

Mr. RANJIT PAL CHOUDHURIs Sir, I  do not support this 
Bill and that is for its obvious odius features. The Bengal (Rural) 
Primary Education Bill as it is before the Council ought not to get 
the support of the House. But the attitude would haw been diffprent 
had the Bill been directed towards free and compulsory education 
and the taxation had been shared by all classes alike. I ought to 
say that the costs foi the extension of primary education should not 
be met by such a taxation of a discriminating charactei. Fairness 
would rather demand that such a tax should fall equally on all those 
whose children the measure was contemplated to benefit directly. But 
to assasK this ces# so tha! the burden should fall more heavily on the 
land-owning class to the exclusion of people who make huge profits from 
trade, commerce and money-lending in rural areas is nothing but 
unfair and unjust, specinlly in view of the fact that zamindarn’ sons 
and wards will not be solely benefited by that measure. Again, i, 
it is said that only the landlords by reason of their high social stand* 
ing are in duty bound to foster the spread of such education for tht* 
benefit of theii tenantry such presumption would be ungenerous. 
Hatters might have assumad a different aspect when their relations 
with the tenants were friendly and cordial and when they have had 
enough to give and spare. But in these days of stress and strain— 
when the zamindars themselves ar? no better than mere tax-collectors, 
when subinfeudation is the order of the day, when their relations 
with their tenants have been rendered far from pleasant bv more than 
one agency, when they are subject to a lot of indirect taxation besides 
the peremptory Government dues, when their own financial condition 
is far from easy and when they are occasionally worried by a number 
of calls on their private generosity—it would be an act of injustice 
ito seek to overburden this section of the people with the additional 
cess and that for carrying out a measure in the benefits of which 
they mne in only remotely. The burden becomes still more odious 
when it is observed that only the zamindars are specially picked out 
therefor for the mailt share of the liability to tha entire exclusion 
of merchants, traders ond shopkeepers, bankers and money-lenders. 
One would naturally be led to think in face of such a fact that 
perhaps the object of such wilful exemption is that the latter classes, 
among whom there are also non-Indians, may not be affected in any 
way, lest there should lie a storm of agitation from those quarters. 
Perhaps it has been thought that the incidence of the taxation should 
fall mostly on the land-owning class because they are in a minority 
and there are no foreigners among the lot, specially when they hare 
been weaned from public sympathy obviously because of their only
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sin of Owning lands either by heredity or by title. But to make the 
cess fair and impartial the imposition thereof should befall on all 
classes alike and, even then, an easy rate should be assessed. The 
Local Government like lhat of Bombay and Madras should also con­
tribute its due share towards the costs.

Sir, I cannot forbear pointing out incidentally in this connection
that the educated middlivclasfr—one of the two potential factors that 
infuse our body-politic with the vital sap—has been slowly but surely 
ruinously affect?d during the last niue years by the ingeniously devised 
economic pressure of the Meston Award over which there has been 
so much shedding of crocodile tears from interested quarters. The 
landed aristocracy—th\? o*her powerful factor—was n?xt to he affected 
in order to complete the circle for the subversion of the two coalescing 
forces. Now no ignoring the fact that th? land-owning class has also 
been hard hit by the latest tenancy enactments. This taxation over 
th? Bengal (Rural) Primary Education Bill is calculated to add to 
the already many wrongs to which that class has already been sub­
jected, Indeed landed aristocracy, notwithstanding all thes* untoward 
.circumstances, have hitherto stood firmly by the standard of loyalty, 
but I fear they may haw to break away eventually if too much such 
stress is put upon them indirectly.

Thus I cannot be a party to such a measure as discriminates class
from class and burdens indirectly a minority class with an odious 
jcess to the exclusion of other classes who are also rich and able 
enough to bear the burden and who should also be made to shoulder
the liability. It will not do to come to a hasty decision in a matter
like this. The subject should again be referred to a Select Committee 
and public opinion has tlso to be invited before we, their representa­
tives, can commit ourse'ves in any way. Besides, this Bill is apt to 
leave room for still further similar taxation in future if free and
compulsory education is e\\~r decided upon if its odious features are
not opposed betimes. The Ixwal Government is to give an undertaking 
to the House as to what proportion of the cost they would shoulder 
themselves. Agaiu the control of the finance and administration of 
that education should Ic -entirely vetted in the people themselves, 
i.e., in the local bodies, imluding the realisation of taxes.

Mr. P H lilO iM T : Before I adjourn the Council for prayers I 
should like to inform the House that when we reassemble I will 
take up the amendments. It is quite fair that those member* who 
have given notices of amendment* should be given a chance to move 
their amendments.

[At 4-30 p.m. th* Council was adjourned for prayers and it reas­
sembled at 4-46 pun.]
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The following amendment wag, by leave of the CouneH, with­
drawn :—

•rijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA to move, by way of amend­
ment, that the Bill and the Report of the Select Committee on the 
previous Bill on the nubject be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion bv the 15th November, 1929.

Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I formally move, by way of 
amendment, that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon, before 1st November, 1929.

Maulvi ABUL KASEM: I rise to oppose the motion for the 
circulation of the Bill (<>r eliciting opinion. I do not want to intrude 
upon the time and patience of tb? House but I feel that 1 shall not 
be justified in recording a silent vote on this question.

As regards the motion itself I have only to say that we have 
already got a large volume of opinion; opinion in plenty and to 
spare; opinions good, bad and indifferent. Therefore it is absolutely 
unnecessary to try to get further opinions. I submit that if this 
motion is carried the result will be that the consideration of a Bill 
tor the introduction of primary education will be indefinitely post­
poned. It has been postponed already for a pretty long time on 
account of the tardiness of Government, and secondly, though in a 
smaller measure, on account of our own conduct. It will bp absolutely 
wrong to cause further delay by sending this Bill for eliciting public 
opinion.

I am surprised, Sir, that this motion has b?en seriously made 
because the mover himself wus a memlwr of the Select Committee 
that considered this Bill during the last Council. He had in his 
possession a very large volume of opinion recorded by public bodies 
as well as by individuals, and as an active member of that Committee 
he was fully aware of them and must have studied them all. Wl.at 
further information he wants I cannot say. Various criticisms have 
b»en paswd on the piovwion* of the Bill. I am not om of those who 
admire either the drftfttfstanship or the statesmanship which is respon­
sible* for this Bill; but at the same time. I think, that we ought to 
do our l*wt to introduce free compulsory and universal primary 
education as early as possible

On the one hand we have a Government who have already neglected 
their duty and I might say their responsibility in this matter so 
long. No measure, at any rat* no legislative measure, can be said 
to be perfect; neither is Any measure perfect or of a nature that will 
stitisfy all sections of the people. It must, in the nature of thing#, 
be defective and this Bill is no exception to the general rule.



1929.] ^ GOVERNMENT BILL. 107

I am 'personally interested in this Bill, because I do not happen 
to be isolated like my friend Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy; I have to pay 
rent to my landlord and I also realise a fow pence from my tenants* 
What is more, Sir, I am a rural man, and what is the most important 
of all, I represent a rural area. Thus I am much interested in it. 
It has been said that oui friend from Mymensingh is willing to pay
4 pice in the rupee or even 5 pice for primary education. That 
signifies not that there is the least justification for this mode of taxa­
tion of the tenantry, but that he is so anxious for the introduction 
of primary education that he is prepared to make a sacrifice and pay 
anythin#’. If anythin#, it does credit to his feelings and patriotism. 
It has been said that t?»i measure might be delayed till the financial 
position of the Government of Bengal improved.) I submit that the 
financial position of no Government run ever improve unless and until 
members of the administration try to improve it. It is in their 
hands to make a prosperous or a deficit budget, and if they curtail 
unnecessary expenses on their expensive departments tlu»re will be 
sufficient money feu- the necessary demands. We have been told that 
money is not forthcoming from the Government purse for tHe expan­
sion and extension of free and compulsory education. 1 submit that 
Government's primary duty, as my friend Mr. J. L. Bannerjee said 
yesterday, is to provide for universal primary education and 1 submit 
that it is no pari of a Government's business to maintain or pay 
for higher or university education. The policy ot Government in this 
country has always Wen to build from the top. They spend their 
energy and resources and their time upon the advancement of higher 
education. So far as it goes, it is good but this has been done at 
the cost <if primary education. They have paid very little attention 
to p?opk> in the rural areas but th? time has come when they should 
realise their responsibility in t<h‘is matted and come forward with 
generous help for the introduction of this measure. The measure, as 
it is at present drafted, is in many points defective and 1 think that 
the time for consideration of these defective points is when we discuss 
it clause by clause.

About the gensral principles of the Bill I want with your permis­
sion to make on.* observation about the incidence of taxation. We 
in the Select Com m it tee after a great deal of deliberation came to a 
sort of compromise of a two and three pice basis, but I find that the 
Government of Bengal have in their wisdom overruled that recom­
mendation of the Select Committe? in the present Bill. I quite 
admire the tender feelings of the Members of Government for the 
land-holding classes but I submit that it is the masses, the tenantry 
of Bengal, who are the stronghold of the province and their interests 
should be the primary concern of Government. My friend Mr. Bijoy 
Prasad Singh Boy has given the House certain facts and figures. He
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say* that the total land revenue from the permanently settled districts 
of Bengal comes to 2 crores 15 lakhs but the roads and public works 
cease* come to about 8 lakhs 31 thousand and it may go up. For 
another erore a demand may be made to the land-holding classes. I 
submit that the total rent roll of Bengal, that is, the rent realised 
from the tenants of Bengal comes to about 18 crores and out of this 
the revenue which goes to the public purse is only 2 crones and 15 
lakh#. Now, wlrars does the balance go? 1 beg to submit that the 
samindars make a profit of about 15 crores and if they are asked to 
pay a share of this profit for primary education it is neither unjust 
nor unfair.

Sir, we are told although not in so many words, but indirectly, 
as to why a particular class should pay for the education of children 
who do not belong to that class, and why should the zamindars, the 
merchants or professional men, etc., be called upon to pay for the 
education of day labourers or cultivators and other raiyats? My sub­
mission is that so long as the poor cultivators and day labourers have 
to pay for the higher education of the middle and higher classes, 
they can demand and have » right to demand this from them.

1 hope, Sir, that Government in their tum will not be so unreason­
able as to insist upon this Bill being passed as it is. If that be the 
attitude they are going to adopt, then I am afraid the prospect of the 
Bill becoming law is not very bright and in that case they would be 
taking a very serious lesponsibility on themselves. On the othar 
hand cure should 1m* taken that it may not Ik* said that Government 
wanted to introduce free and compulsory education but that the legis­
lature threw out the legislative measure. If, however, Government 
insist on the present provisions of the Bill without any reasonable 
compromise I submit the responsibility for the wreckage of the Bill 
will lie on the Members of Government and not on this House.

Various amendments numbering about 38() have been tabled and 
I submit that shows dearly that there are many defects in the Bill 
an it stands. But I hope and trust that good sense will prevail and 
that Government will b» induced to make reasonable and necessary 
changes. Sir, J am no< one of those who exercise their brain and 
ingenuity to shirk responsibility by bringing forward motions which 
would have the effect of delaying the introduction of free and com­
pulsory primary education in this province. I am one of those and 
1 am willing to concede to Government the necessity of the taxation 
proposal, but I should like that some measure should be passed and 
brought into operation immediately.

It has been said, Sir, that the preamble is defective and so it is. 
And I do not sae any reason why it should not be allowed to be 
improved. Again, it has been said that compulsory sducation cannot 
b% introduced for some time owing to want of trained teachers. Sir,
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I have e w j’ respect for our trained teachers. I know they are very 
good people and that they are very efficient instructors, but I see no 
reason why we should make a fetish of them. I believe thens are a 
large number of members in this House who have been taught and 
learnt under teachers who were not trained teachers hut ordinary 
educated men, and I believe they were good enough in those day#. 
(Here the membar reached the time limit).

With these words I oppose the motion for circulation.

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I beg to withdraw the motion 
which I have moved.

The following motion was then, by leave of the Council, with­
drawn : —

“ That the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion
thereon before 1st November, 1929.”

5 p.m.
Mr. PRESIDENT: Motions standing in the names of Babu 

Manmatha Nath Roy, Rai Satyendra Nath Roy Choudhuri Bahadur, 
Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray are more or less identical. I specially 
selected the motion of Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy because it gives 
u.s th? longest period for eliciting opinion on the Bill, and having 
regard to the fact that this motion has been withdrawn, I think the 
others need not lie moved.

The following motions were therefore not moved: —
Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY to move by way of amendment

that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting public opinion
thereon by the Jlst October, 1929.

Rat SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bttiadur to move 
by waj of amendment, that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting public opinion thereon before the 30th October, 1929.

Kumftr SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY to move by way 
jniendment that the Bill b;* circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion therron before 1*«th October, 1929.

The following motion was called but not moved : —
Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY to move by way of amendment 

that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting of—
(1) The Hon’bie Member in charge of the Education Depart* 

jjent,

(2) Mr. A. J. Dash,



(3) Mr, E. E. Stapleton,
(4) Dr. W. A. -Tenkiiw,
(5) Mr. Subhaa Chandra Bose,
(6̂  Dr. Pramathanath Banerjea,
(7) Babu Bejoy Krishna Bose,
(8) Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy,
(9) Mr. Barada Prasannt; Pain,

(10) Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta,
(11) Babu JitendralaJ Bannerjee,
(12) Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy,
(13) Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee,
(14) Babu Naliniranjan Sarker,
(16) Srijut Taraknath Mukerjea,
(16) Babu Amarcndra Nath Ghose,
(17) Mr. D. N. Roy,
(IB) Maulvi Abdul Karim,
(19) Mr. II. S. Suhrawardy,
(20) Mauhi Shainsuddin Ahmed,
(21) Maul’.i Abul Kasem,
(22; Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azisul Haque,
(23) Maulvi Syed Nuusher Ali,
(24) Mr. A. K. Kasl-ul Huq, and 
(2M the mover,

with instructions to sulioit their report by the 31st October, 1^29, 
and that the tiumbei* of members whose presence shall be necessary 
to constitute a quorum shall be nine.

Mr. ttALIttMiAIMAM SARKER: I move by way of amendment 
that the Bill Ik* referwJ to a Select Committee consisting of—

(1) The Hon’ble Member in charge of Education Department,
(2) Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose,
(3) Babu Surendra Mohan Moitra,
<4) Dr. I’ramathanath Banerjea,
(5) Mr. Kir&n Sankar Roy,
(6) Babu Ainaren/ha Nath Ghose,
(7) Babu Saral Kumar Dutt,

¥a«i ITsu-ivi*

no GOVERNMENT BILL. .  [6 t h  A m ,



1929.] * GOVERNMENT BILL. Ill

(9) Mr. Raxaur Rahman Khan,
10) Maulvi Shamsuddin Ahmed,

(11) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Arizul Haqne,
(12) Maulvi Abdul Karim,
(13) Mr. A. F. Rahman.
(14) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Alimuxzaman Chaudhuri,
(15) Mr. W. L. Travers,
(16) Mr. J. CampMl-Forrester,
(17) Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray,
(18) Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjes,
(19) Dr. Bidhan Chhndru Roy,
(20) Babu Akhil Chandra Datta,
(21) Babu Be joy Krishna Bose, and
(22) myself,

with instructions to submit their report in time for its presentation 
at the November session of the Council, and to keep particularly in 
view the desirability of making primary education compulsory in the 
province within a definite period, and that the number of member* 
whose presence shall bo necessary to constitute a quorum shall be 
ten.

In exercising niv pcwer under the rules of this House to move 
an amendment to the motion of the Hon’ble Member in charge, I 
would have felt lacking in niv duty had I done so without giving to 
the question under discussion my most earnest and careful considera­
tion. I move this amendment, therefore, in no light mood, and with 
a full sense of responsibility.
S' . \I realise that the operation of compulsory universal primary educa­
tion is the most importM't factor in the political economic, and social 
uplift of our countryman We have launched a fight for freedom— 
freedom from foreign domination, freedom from ex-ploitation by 
capitalists. In fact, it is the grim fight of the suffering weak with 
the unmerciful strong in every sphere. Such fight can never be 
efficiently carried on if the masses are not literate. They cannot be 
taught to be stronger, nor can they resist oppression till they can 
realise their position through learning of facts by the usual methods 
of publicity and then express themselves in the same way. Moreover, 
the continuance of such battle involves improved economic conditions. 
This can be largely elfected by primary education. Ths Agriculture 
Department has estimated for instance, that the agriculturists of the 
province could easily earn another 8 crores of rupees a year with* 
out further capital outlay, if they could only understand the utility
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of growing selected varieties of jute and paddy. Then again with the 
ability to read, health and sanitation propaganda will be rendered 
juoiv efficacious. The population will be able to protect themselves 
from epidemics, and the many diseases which beset them at present.

But while I realise this, I realise also that the Bill must enable 
us to attain our real object. This the present Bill will not enable 
us to do. It has many defects. I need not elaborate them. I need 
only nay that it is half-hearted, dilatory, and inadequate. The most 
i m p o r t a n t  of these defects is that the control and initiative of our 
education will rest with Jhe Government. With Government initiative, 
it is my considered opinion that it will not bring about even the 
merest “ expansion ” as contemplated in the preamble, not to speak 
of universalisation of primary education within a reasonable period. 
And with such unlimited control in the hands of an alien and irres­
ponsible Government it will be impossible for us to obtain the kind of 
education which will fit tha masses for the struggle before them—the 
struggle for freedom which I have already emphasised. Even in a 
free country, one of th? greatest of philosophers has said that Govern­
ment control in education “ aids to restrain, rather than develop, the 
energies of men.'’ How much more does this tmth apply to a subject 
country' like ours, a country striving against vested interests to attain 
its proper place in the world’s nations. By this Bill the powers e la t­
ing both to polity and »o general control are reserved to the Govern­
ment, who alone are to hold all the strings. The process of applying 
these powers have been perfected by a team of officials consisting of 
the Director of Public Instruction, the Commissioner, and th? Magis­
trate. The Inspector-General of Police and the Deputy Inspector- 
General of the C. I. I), have been left out either as a rare case of 
oversight, or perhaps because their functions will be exercised in other 
ways.

Sir, if you want an example of the futility of official initiative 
and control in education, th? working of the Bombay and Madras 
Governments Acts enables me to give you one in spite of the eulogy 
of our hon’ble friend Mr J. L. Bannerjee yesterday. The Bombay 
Act made it the declared policy of Government that universal free, and 
compulsory primary education should be reached by a definite pro­
gramme of progressive expansion within a reasonable period not 
exceeding ten years. This was the declared policy. The declared 
result after seven or eight years’ working as expressed in the reaolu- 
tion in the review of the work during the years 1925-26 was as follows: —

“ Compulsory education had so far been introduced in six muni­
cipal areas, vis., Bombay City, Bandra, Satara, Dhulia, Surati and 
Byadgi.”

“ The expansion of primary education under the Primary Education 
Act has unfortunately been hampered by lack ol the necessary funds
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with Government who have recently been obliged to issue a Press 
Note warding local authorities that unless there is expansion in the 
public revenues in the near future schemes for expansion of primary 
education whether on a voluntary or compulsory basis, which may 
be submitted by them for sanction, will inevitably be held up till 
times improve. Government, however, see no reason why local 
authorities who have increased their revenues by additional local 
taxation should not undertake scheme of expansion within their own 
resources even though the two-third contribution from Government 
laid down under the Pymary Education Act may not be forthcoming 
either now or in the immediate future. Ix>cal authorities who take 
the initiative in starting schemes of their own may rest assured tl|at as 
soon as their financial position improves, Government will not fail 
to come to their assistance.” The ca<c of Madras is no better.

Sir, Mr. Bannerjce has also described the Bill, with more vigour 
than truth justifies, as “ ill-conceived, ill-cooked, and ill-digested.” 
J do not agree. The Bill may be ill-conceived, but from the chef’s 
point of view it has been exceedingly well-cooked, though it has not 
yet been digested. As for its being ill-conceived, of which there is 
no doubt, it is well-known that one cook too many, in fact my friend 
himself, was responsible for the conception of the Central Board being 
merely advisory and not executive, a provision wholly against the 
fundamental principle of the scheme of primary education. The in­
tention of Government :n putting this Bill before the Ijouse seems 
to have Wen to hold before the public gaxe a picture of their solicitude 
for the cultural uplift ot the people, but that picture has shown more 
than it was painted to ĥow—it has brought out its real motive. It 
is a cover for the criminal neglect of one of the most vital functions 
ot the State—a function which more than sixty years ago caused the 
then Governor-General to say that he could not “ bear any longer 
the reproach that almost nothing has been done for the education of 
the people of Bengal.” But, Sir, the British are a manly rare. His 
Excellency and his successors have managed to bear the pain since 
then with commendable Christian fortitude. Indead, the finances for 
the project under the Bill have been so carefully arranged that the 
largest share of the burden has been shifted on to the people, though 
Government still holds the reins. The State contribution has been 
proposed to be limited to the present grant—and even thin insignificant 
grant has not been given a statutory sanction. Some of my friends 
on this side have emphasised the necessity of a larger share of the 
expenses being borne by Government, who should earmark a sum— 
say 75 lakhs or a crore—towards the cost of primary education. But 
I  realise the difficulties of Government. I * would consequently be 
satisfied with a compromise if such compromise prescribes in the Bill 
a statutory minimum contribution on the basis of their present ex­
penditure on primary education supplemented by an annual * fiftnt
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provided for in the yearly budget, according to its resources. This 
should not ba unusually difficult. I have not the least doubt that 
if Government could, for example, restrain the enthusiasm of 
Mr. Addams Williams, the greatest deltaic engineer in the world, for 
wasting public money in productively unproductive schemes, and then 
their own partiality for extravagant expenditure on bricks and mortar, 
they could easily contribute at least 50 lakhs a year to the cause of 
primary education. It is their duty, for as the United States Bureau 
of Education has put it, “ to educate all its people without exception 
is both the duty and the right of democracy. If these people have 
been deprived of educational opportunities in their youth, it is the 
duly of the nation to extend this blessing to them now in their years 
of maturity; if these people have neglected their earlier opportunities, 
democracy has tha right to demand that they correct the deficiency 
with public assistance at once/'

Sir, I will not weary the House with the further defects of the 
Bill. It is defective, but in the light of the amendments you have 
allowed, I feel that it run at least be made workable for making a 
food beginning, though under the limitations imposed by the present 
system it cannot be made ideal. This is why I want to send the 
Bill to a Select Committee.

It may be said, Sir, that the defects can be remedied by pro­
posing amendments, clause by clause, on the floor of this House. I 
submit in reply that though this course is open to me, and though
I have provided for it, the Bill is so fundamentally defective in
principle and format that such amendments will not do much more 
than patch up a Bill which is hardly worth the trouble of patching 
up. Serious changes, considered changes, must be made, and they con 
only be made in the calm, collected and comparatively favourable 
atmosphere found in the meetings of Select Committee.

Moreover, both on the grounds of merit and technicality the Bill 
should be recommitted 10 a Select Committee. True it has already 
had the so-called approval of a Select Committee, but the Bill before 
the House is not the Bill which was discussed and settled in the last 
Committee. It hta been modified and recast to suit the ends of 
Government, and the House is practically called upon to vote on a 
new Bill, on the assumption of its previous battlement by a Select 
Committee. But apart from all that, the Bill should be recommitted 
to a Select Committee on the grounds of merit alone, for the majority
of the members who signed the report, signed it subject to serious
notes of dissent. In fact, Sir, it would be difficult to find a page 
of names more conspicuously starred. Any Government would have 
felt aaliamed to allow «uch a document—almost an insult to the 
Houee—to see the light of day, but in Bengal, Sir, sensitiveness it 
not one of the weakness** of the Government.
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Therefore, Sir, it is on both moral and technical grounds that I 
move that this Bill be committed to a Select Committee, consisting 
of the members mentioned in my amendment.

Sir, I  resume my seat, feeling that no member—at least no non­
official member—will seriously oppose this amendment.

5-15 p.m.

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: Sir, I ask for permission to move 
my amendment at «hoit notice as I would like to include certain 
more names, vi*.. Mr. A. K. Faislul Huq, Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh, 
Mr. Jitendralal Bannerjee-----

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tho«e are not the names in my list here.

Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA: May I explain? We have consulted the 
different groups in this House and there seems to be a general agree­
ment amongst most of the parties in this Hous®, except of course 
the Government, that fhe Bill should go to the Select Committee. 
On that basis we are putting in further names, and I submit that 
as there is a general agreement you should give permission to include 
further names.

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have no objection to the short notice amend­
ment but it must be before me.

The Hon*We Mr. M. C. McALPIN: May I ask how the amendments
are to be taken?

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 will first put the amendment* which are 
amendments to the original amendment; and if these are carried 
I will put this list of new names which I have with me, along with 
the name* suggested in the main amendment.

Thi Hon'blo Mr. M. C. McALPIN I My question really was whether 
there would be one amendment first as to whether there should be 
reference to the Select Committee without any names.

Mr. PRESIDENTS I have no objection to divide the amendment 
if the mover thereof has no objection. But I think it makes very 
little difference whether I  split it up or take it as a whole. I  am, 
however, willing to accept your suggestion provided that the ijdovor 
has no objection.



116 (GOVERNMENT BILL. [6 t h  A itg.,

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQt On a point of order, Sir. It appears 
jo me that there are two questions involved. The first is whether 
in the opinion of the House the Bill should go to the Select Com­
mittee at all. If the answer to that be in the affirmative, thsn I 
propose that we should be granted some time to arrange about the 
personnel. A h at present-----

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is not a point of orddr, Mr. Huq.

Babu NALINIRANiJAN BARKER: Sir, according to the Rule* 
of Procedure I have got to get previous permission of those members 
whose names I have suggested. I have not yet r?ceivpd the permis­
sion of Sir Jadunuth Sarkar and Mr. Surendra Nath Law. Therefore 
I did not mention their names when I moved my amendment.

Mr. PRESIDENT: The point raised by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin 
was whether I should split up tbe amendment or put it as a whole. 
Mr. Sarker, do you wrish to have your amendment put a* a whole or as 
suggested by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin?

Babu* NALINIRANJAN SARKER: I should like to put my 
amendment as it stands.

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: I move bv way of amendment to 
motion of Babu Naliniranjan Sarker that after the name “ Babu Bejoy 
Krishna Bose ” the following names be inserted, namely: —

Mr. A. K. Fasl-ul Huq, Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh, Maulvi Abdul 
Hamid Shah, Babu Jitendralal Bannerjee, Mr. Jogesh Chandra Gupta, 
Babu Manmatha Nath Roy, Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray, Srijut Taraknath 
Mukerjea, Dr. «T. M. Das Gupta, Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, Mr. J. 
M. Sen, Dr. W. A. Jenkins, Mr. A. J. Dash. Babu Baroda Prasanna 
Pain, Babu Santoah Kumar Basu, Maulvi Nurul Abaar Choudhuri, 
Maulvi Ashrafuddin Chaudhuri, Mr. P. N. Guha, Maulvi Syed 
Jalaluddin Hashemv, Mr. Altaf Ali, Maulvi Muhammad Basiruddin, 
Mr. A. F. M. Abdur Rahman, Maulvi Muhammad Faslullah.

Mr. J. M. SEN CUPTAl Mr. President, Sir, I was expecting during 
the course of the debate on this question yesterday and also to-day 
that at least one member of this House would rise to support the 
motion of the Hon’ble Member in charge ol this Bill. 1 have been 
disappointed. It is nec&seary, Sir, that at the end of the debate on 
the motion for the consideration of this Bill and while the amendments
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to that Motion to be referred to tbe Select Committee are considered 
that I  should make tbe position of tbe Congress party perfectly clear, 
and secondly, that I  should make a final appeal to the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Bill that he should withdraw the Bill as it standi 
to-day and reintroduce a new Bill in accordance with the public 
opinion of the country expressed in this Council. I wonder% Sir, if 
this Bill was really founded on strong and invincible principles. If 
so, how was it that not a single member that I heard either from the 
Government benches or from the non-official benches rise up and 
speak in favour of itP He knows his position. He realises the diffi­
culties of meeting the wishes of the people. Sir, I know that the
Government Member in charge of this Bill will not respond tt> the 
appeal that I have mede. But I have to make the position of my 
party very clear. Most of the members of my party have declared 
in most clear terms that th*y nr? all opposed to the principles of the 
Bill. Sir, I am also opposed to it. The main reasons ure three. 
First, that the scope of the Bill is very limited. Mr. Bannerjee and 
other speakers have pointed out very forcibly and very clearly that 
under the Bombay Act we have both the urban ureas and rural areas 
dealt w’ith in the same piece of law. It would be a very deplorable
state of affairs in the province of Bengal if wTe have one policy
followed with regard to education in the urbun areas and another 
policy followed by a different set of men in the rural areas, in which 
case there would be two kinds of children growing up most probably 
with perfec tly different and opposite mental outlook. That is a state 
of affairs which 110 civilised country would allow on any account. 
If Bombay could have one law to deal with the whole province, I 
cannot understand why Bengal cannot have the same kind of legisla­
tion.  That is the one objection to the Bill. The other tw o  objections 
have been dealt with also by various mem tiers of this House. The one 
is with regard to the question of the control of the policy. Now, 
Sir, so far as this is concerned, the objection is based on very sound 
grounds. When the Go\eminent of this country—the English Govern­
ment of this country—started giving us secondary and university 
education, we know what the policy behind that education w*as. One 
or two members referred to it. I would like to put it in the words 
of some of the well-known Englishmen of those times who have some­
thing to do with the education policy of the country. It is that, 
fear—a fear which is liased on facts—that has actuated most of us 
in pressing this question, via., the power of controlling the policy 
of primary education should be left entirely in the hands of popularly 
elected Indians. We find a well-known Englishman, in the beginning 
of the English education in this country, said: “ We must do our
best to form a class who may be interpreters between u» and the 
millions whom we govern—a class of persons Indian in blood and 
colour but English in taste and notions, words and int*li«et.”
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Macaulay followed it up by sending a minute to the Parliamentary 
Enquiry Committee sitting for the purpose of finding out whether an 
occidental or an oriental form of education should be imparted in our 
secondary and university education. He said: “ The people of this 
country were overburdened and the people were groaning heavily. 
We have at present a Bjard for printing books which are of less value 
than the paper on which it was printed for giving official encourage­
ment to absurd history, absurd metaphysics and absurd theology/’ 
That was the deliberate policy of the few Englishmen wiio enunciated 
the policy of education in this country. What guarantee is there that 
that policy is not to be pursued here again. It is clear that for the 
last 170 years Government have been collecting taxes to such an 
extent that to-day we are overburdened with taxes. Of that there is 
not the least shadow of doubt. We are groaning under heavy taxes. 
I t is a very well-equipped administration in every sense of the word, 
particularly so far as the cost of the administration is concerned;
and although we are paying over 45 crores of rupees to the public
revenue and out of that over 35 crores go to the India Government 
leaving only 10 or 11 crores for Bengal. We have got to find for every 
kind of work and for all kinds of service* and for all kinds of efficiency 
in the administration leaving hardly any money for the education of the 
mass of the people. It is said—if you want to control the education 
of the people then why do you not pay for it? I know this cheap 
argument. Have we not paid for this costly administration? Tan 
any civilised Government of over 170 years say—We have ruled you, 
we have taxed you to the utmost limit, yet we cannot bear the cost
of education unless we collect a fresh tux from you.

6-30 p.m.
No Government dare say that. Even th? Secretary of the Board 

of Education in England* Sir Arthur Briggs, said that the expenses 
of primary education should be borne jointly by the Government and 
the people. Our first objection is that a fixed percentage of the total 
expenditure on compulsory and fr<*» primary education should come 
from the general revenues of the province. That provision is not in 
the Bill. If Bombay, where compulsory primary education was in­
troduced, could give 50 per cent, of the ?xtra expenditure necessary 
and two-thirds of the cost in the rural areas, why cannot Bengal follow 
that examplef  This is the main objection. We do not mind to be 
taxed. We have been taxed over and over again, but what I do say 
is this: If not the whole of the expenditure, at least a good portion 
of it, should be borne by the permanent revenues of the State, and 
there should be a statutory provision in the Bill to this effect. I know 
that objection will be ra&ed that you cannot introduce such a provision 
in the, Select Committee because the Governor has not given his par- 
miasioa, I am not in favour of throwing out the Bill altogether. I
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am in flwour of giving the Government a chance, an option, either 
to withdraw the Bill or reintroduce it, or to refer it to a Select Com- 
mittee and then get the remission of the Governor for ths purpose of 
introducing fresh provisions and for changing some of the provisidfes 
already in the Bill.

Then, Sir, as to what the Council is to do in present circumstances.
I know that no assurance is forthcoming from the Hon'ble Member 
that the Bill will be withdrawn: most probably he will not withdraw 
the measure bo as to bring a fresh measure later on. The position 
that my party takes up to-day is that we send the Bill to the Select 
Committee in the hope—perhaps a forlorn hope—that certain modi­
fications will be introduced, that certain suggestions which I have 
made will be accepted in the Select Committee, and that if the Bill 
comes back from the Select Committee with those modifications and 
improvements we will accept it, but if it comes back without those 
modifications, we of the Congress party reserve the right to ourselves 
to throw out the Bill at that time, if we think it necessary.

Mr. H. E. STAPLETON: Sir, we have twice heard a comment 
on this debate from the leader of the Congress party in this House, 
namely, that he was surprised to find that no speech was forthcoming 
from the Government b“nch?s in support of this Bill Sir, I submit 
.that hitherto nothing whatsoever has l>eeii said which requires to be 
leplied to, and my difficulty has not Wen decreased by what we have 
just heard from Mr. Sen Gupta, the honourable leader of the Congress 
party. The only concrete proposals that w? have had in front of 
us up till now are contained in a pamphlet by Mr. Naliniranjan 
Sarker which was placed in our hands—at l?ast it reached me—very 
late last nij?ht, though possibly other members of this House may 
have had more opportunity of thoroughly going through this pamphlet. 
When I read it this morning, I was surprised to find that if the state­
ment of Mr. Naliniranjan Sarker is to be believed that is contained 
in this pamphlet on page 5, it is one to which Government at all 
events cannot take the slightest exception. If you will permit me, 
Sir, I will read out the paragraph that I refer to.

“ In short, wa do not want an Education Act simply for display. 
The people of this pro\ince are to-day quite serious about primary 
education. We mean business. Our aim is to universalize primary 
education. We must therefore have a time-limit within which we 
must reach the goal, acting all along according to a clear-cut pro* 
gramme of work, for such problems do not become easier by our refusal 
to meet them. On the contrary, a policy of delay and postponement 
makes them more complicated and difficult This time-limit for the 
introduction of free primary education throughout the province be­
come* even more urgent when we raeall that, from the very start/ we 
are going to make a levy upon the resources of the people in ewfty
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part of the Presidency. Can we take the toll without making provi­
sions, within a reasonable time, for a school in every locality of the 
piy vince? To do so would be a» absurd as it would be unfair." 
Sir, I wish to ask the House in what way does this differ from the 
declared objectives of Government, as shown in this Bill. We, in 
the Education Department, have not to concern ourselves—we ought 
not to concern ourselves—unduly with the political theories 
of which we have heard so much this afternoon. (Inter­
ruptions). I submit, Sir, that what is wanted is a certain
degree of realism. As we have to deal with the speedy educa-
tion, of a mass of childten, we cannot possibly Consider anything else 
l>ut the real practical problem that is in front of us, vi*., how soon 
<an the ideal that Mr. Naliniranjan Sarker has summarized in the 
paragraph, that I have just read out be attained. Now, Sir, it is 
all very well for people to get up and say that Government ought 
to do this, or ought to do that—that free and compulsory education 
ought to be introduced at once, but, Sir, I submit it is an absolute
impossibility. Hence, when we were first re-considering this problem
last year, after Mr. Lindsay, the originator of the Bill, had left India, 
we had to study the details most carefully so as to formulate a definite 
scheme which could be introduced and carried into effect within it 
reasonable time.

Now, Sir, I have noticed—and noticed with some interest—that 
Aery little reference has been made to the actual programme of work 
which has Ireen circulated to members on behalf of Government. This 
scheme puts before the House not only the facts of th? case—the 
actual figures and the skeleton of the problem that we have to deal 
with—but it gives, firstly, a scheme with which I am personally 
not satisfied but to which we were limited bv the difficulties of finance 
which could, in the opinion of the educational officers who drew it 
up, he introduced, if we could only get a reasonable—and what we 
consid?red to l>e the minimum—sum of money for this purpose. This 
sum of money came to clwmt crores. Now, Sir, this was the state­
ment of the Educutiou Department, and we still consider that this 
in the absolute minimum on the basis of which any legitimate and 
satisfactory scheme could be introduced. But, Sir, we could only, 
under the scheme put forward by Mr. Lindsay, estimate the amount 
of money that was likeh to come in from the proposed cess, at about 
a crore altogether in the way of increased revenue, and we, therefore, 
had, as practical men, to devise a modified scheme, so that, by an 
expenditure of a total o* about 1} crores, we would be able to r?alisa 
our objective within a comparatively short time. This will be found 
in section 3 of the note that has been circulated to the members of 
thii House, though, m  I have already stated, it has not been very 
mifrh referred to by the eloquent speakers who discussed political 
theory rather than educational fact.
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Mr. 40CE8H CHANDRA CUFTAl Did I indulge in political
theories f

Mr. H. E» STAPLETON: I am open to correction, but I do not 
recall hearing any thing from him except political theories, in which 
be seemed to indulge as much as any one else.

Mr. J. M. SEN CUPTA. Is it the privilege of only permanent 
English officials in this country to indulge in political theories?

Mr. H. E. STAPLETON. Sir, I do not wish to enter into any 
dihcussion on this-----

Mr. PRESIDENT. Mr. Stapleton, I think such troubles will not 
arise if you do not take any notice of these interruptions.

Mr. H. E. STAPLETON. 1 thank you, Sir, for your advica. Hence­
forward I will not take any notire. What I wish to submit, Sir, i* 
♦hat if I am right in thinking that the acceptance of our scheme 
not only tacitly but in actual point by Mr. Nalinimnjatt Sarker in 
his pamphlet shows tht't the scheme i* one which is in harmony 
with the desires of other prominent members of the party on my 
right, and if, Sir, Mr. Naliniranjan Sarker is to lie accepted as some­
body who can speak with authority on their behalf on educational 
matters, especially those arising out of this Hill, I submit that much 
<»f the discussion that ve have heard yesterday and to-day is irrele­
vant. If we are to take the remarks that have been made in thi.* 
pamphlet ns conveying something which they l>elievc could l>e accepted 
by this House, I submit, Sir, that Government have not done half 
the bad thing.* that they are alleged to have done in connection with 
ihe Bill. Along with the Hill the suggestions that have been made 
in the Note that has been prepared and circulated to the member* of 
th is House must be referred to; becau.se it is not so much from the 
Hill itself or from its dull and uninspiring clauses as from these actual 
proposals that have bten put forward by the Education Department that 
you will find what can be done with the money if placed at our dispo­
sal.

Now, Sir, much has been made of the fact that sufficient money 
is not forthcoming, and *hat because we have not got sufficient money 
to work the scheme we should call upon the Government of India or 
the Local Government to supply more money, and, further, to ensure 
the expenditure of such money as might be obtainad from thes* 
sources by means of a statutory clause in the Bill. I am a layman, 
Sir, net a financier, and we are governed to a very large extent by 
the Finance Department of the Government of Bengal. I think, Sir,
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2 need not dilate on the extraordinary deficiency of money in this 
province at the moment. But, Sir, from the point of view of the 
Education Department alone, I would draw your attention to the fact 
lhat we could not for one moment acquiesce in any statement that 
the amount of money that has been put down in the supplementary 
scheme will be sufficieLt for the proper introduction of primary 
•education in Bengal.

-5-45 p.m.
We have not only pointed out in the Note that there is a gap 

of about a crora of rupees, but if you turn again to Hr. Naliniranjan 
Sarker's pamphlet and look at the comparative statement it contains 
towards the end, namely, on page 32, you will see how ridiculous 
it would be if we dreamt of limiting the amount of money that 
should be spent on primary education once it is properly initiated. 
If you will look at the figures that are given there—if you will consult 
the figures given by Mr. Naliniranjan Sarker regarding a nation 
which is comparable in number with those of the Bengalee nation— 
you will find that in Fngland there is an expenditure of about 85 
crores per annum. I submit that you cannot accuse Government for 
one minute of blinding their eyes to what is entailed in the way of 
public expenditure hereafter on primary education in Bengal. We 
know as well as anybody else how much this Bill is going to cost it 
and when it becomes an Act. We merely put forward for submission 
to this House a concrete scheme which, 1 submit, is a practical one, 
and which will initiate primary education in this country on a scale 
which will not be incommensurate with the need thereof.

One point I want to refer to before I sit down. Many things have 
been said, especially bv the leader of the party on my right, as to 
the whole country being behind the particular party for which he 
speaks. Well, 1 can only say that as I myself am anxious to deal 
with facts and not sim?dv with educational theories, when I took up 
the enquiry into the question of the possibility of working this Bill, 
I also took every poasil le step to find out what the real feeling of 
the cultivator was. {Question!). Not only did the Minister at that 
time issue a circular to his Muhammadan compatriots but I also 
issued two other leaflets—possibly some of which have come into th? 
hands of the members on my right—embodying the facts of the case 
and asking for the opinions of all who desired to give their opinions 
on the subject. These circulars were sant out, and the Sub-Inspectors 
of the Education Department were asked in the course of their tours 
during the following 3 or 4 months to hold meetings and to report 
the opinions expressed, >at these meetings to their Divisional Inspectors. 
1 have here a collection of the reports I received, and I can assure 
the House that far from their being opposed to the introduction of
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the Bill, ft very largo majority, if not an overwhelming majority, of 
the people present at the meetings that were held unanimously demanded 
and supported the introduction of this Bill. There was also practi­
cally no opposition to the introduction of the cess. I, therefore, claim 
that the statement that has been made by the members on my right 
that the people of Bengal are bitterly opposed to the Bill is not borne 
out by the facts that I have collected which, on the contrary, show 
that far from being opnosed to the Bill, the people themselves are 
in favour of it.

Mr. W. H. THOMPSON: I believe firmly that every member, 
every Indian member, of this House is in favour of the principle of 
extending primary edmation in this country as quickly as possible. 
We non-official Europeans will vote on this matter not as representing 
the Chamber of Commerce or as representing any particular shade 
of European opinion but as citizens of Bengal and we are at one with 
th? other members of this House in our conviction that the salvation 
of this country lies in the extension of primary education. I believe 
that most of the members of this House are in favour of the introduc­
tion of compulsory education at the earliest possible moment and 
there we Europeans are with them. This Bill is a Bill that has 
aheady been in the Select Committee. I submit, Sir, that I have 
moie intelligence than the proverbial spider, and I claim and I think 
that this House can fa»rly claim to have advanced some centuries 
ahead of that persisted old rascal Robert Bruce, king of Scotland. 
When we fail by one method we do not go on ramming our head* 
against a brick wall; .ve look for a way round. We have already 
referred the Bill to a Select Committee. What sort of report did 
it produce? How many minutes of dissent wera attached to it? What 
did Government do with it when they got it? They have produced 
a Bill which does not f.illow the report of the Select Committee and 
put it before us for consideration. Have we, Sir, any lead in our 
past experience to give ns an idea of the best thing we can do? The 
object in view is the extension of primary education immediately and 
compulsion *s soon as possible. Have we anything to show in our 
past experience which should not guide us? The Tenancy Bill had 
been hanging fire for no less than 9 years; it went from committee 
to committee but with what result? The last committee produced 
a report which is much like this report which we have on this Primary 
Education Bill but I thfnk with even more minutes of dissent, and 
what did Government do with it? The Bill which they put before 
th? House did not follow the report of the final committee. How did 
the House deal with it* The House took that Bill into consideration 
clause by clause and did the best piece of legislative work which 
has been done in the Bengal Legislative Council since the Reforms.
I submit, Sir, that is the line to take with this Bill. We shall never
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have a select committee to write an unanimous report which will 
satisfy everyone. Government will not be satisfied when they get it, 
and the only way to thrash out this matter is to take it clause by 
clause and worry it out on the floor of this House.

Dr. W. A. JENKINS: Sir, I have listened with amasement and 
not a little sorrow to the majority of the speeches that have been 
delivered on this motion this afternoon—amazement at the ingenuity 
which has bean displaced in introducing so many irrelevaneies into 
a subject of thin kinci and sorrow that in an issue which is so funda­
mentally important to the future of the province there should be 
little discussion of principle, so little introduction of educational 
idealism and so much depreciation of the efforts of those who are 
trying to forward the cause of primary education. (Ironical cheers). I 
know those ironical cheers, Sir. It is easy to criticise but far more 
difficult to put forward «iny constructive scheme, as many members of 
this House will find some day. We have heard the eloquent speech of 
Mr. Jitendralal Bannerjee to which I listened with the utmost admira­
tion and appreciation, but. Sir, it was an eloquence worthy of a better 
cause than destruction. AVhen we analyse that speech and try to 
find out the real principles underlying the facts which it contains, 
what do we find? He dilated on the preamble of the Bill and 
deplored the fact that the Bill did not state at the outset that it pro­
vided for free, universal and compulsory primary education. H< 
reminds me very much of a traveller who goes to a booking office ant 
asks for a ticket, say to Simla, and also puts a question as to whethei 
he can remain in the sanu* carriage and reach Simla without having 
to wait for Connection anywhere. On receiving a reply that it ii 
not possible to do so, he says—Very well, I will not go. Or, in othei 
words, Itecause we cannot ha\e free, compulsory and universal educa 
tion, therefore we must refuse to take any step along a path whicl 
may ultimately lead to it. He stated also, that it was not his concert 
that the Government had no money. Sir, whatever be the reason 
behind the financial emlMirassment with which this province is faced 
the financial embarrassment is a fact and it is impossible at th< 
present moment to introduce any scheme of free, universal and com 
pulsorv primary education. As an educationist, Mr. J. L. Bannerje 
is well aware, as I am, that for the Bengal Government to have i 
satisfactory universal primary education system you will have ulti 
mately to foot a bill not of one crore but probably of 10 to 0 
crores, which is far beyond the resources of this province. I am no 
seeking to justify the present political situation or the present finan 
cial arrangements with the Government of India but I am merel 
placing the facta before you and the sooner Mr. J. L. Bannerjee an 
his friends realise this, the sooner will they be in a position to appn 
date the realities and start on a programme of reeonatructio
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which will build up a r*ch and free Bengal. Because we cannot have 
free and universal primary education, is that any reason why we 
should not do what is possible towards bringing nearer the day when 
we shall see established universal primary education in this country?

It is only possible to get a certain sum of money out of provincial 
revenues and the balance must be found from some other source, 
whether it be a cess or something else; and with that amount of money 
so realised surely it is jp  to members of this House to co-operate in 
devising a scheme which, even if it does not mean much progress, 
means some progress at least.

Sir, what is the portion? This Bill may be ill-conceived but it 
has been conceived, brought forward and considered by the leading 
educationists of the province and not by Government officials alone, and 
if in their combined wi.-dom they have produced a scheme which they 
consider to be the best possible, surely it is worthy of serious consi­
deration by this House.

(> p.m.

Such being the case. Sir, I say that no ease whatever ban been 
made out either for the total rejection of this Bill or for its reference 
back to Select Committee That is a delaying motion and I would 
rec all to the memon of the members of this House the progress of 
primary education in England. There is no more melancholy reading 
than that of the delay which took place in the introduction of com­
pulsory primary education there. Ah eaily a* 1K38 measures were 
introduced in th* House of Commons which had the support of all 
parties, but for 33 or 34 years they found it impossible to pass any 
measure because the parties could not agree, not on main principles, 
but on religious matters*. Conflicting opinions ure hound tc* arise 
whenever any important measure, which has large principle*, and 
on which large issues are at stake, is introduced. If the members of 
the House think that it is possible to bring in a measure of primary 
education which will have the unanimous support of all, they are 
grievously mistaken. It is beyond the ingenuity of man to introduce 
a Bill which will command anything like universal support. If this 
Bill is referred to a Select Committee, you will find that when it 
comes back amended from the Select Committee, amendment after 
amendment will be proposed in this House, and you will have to 
debate all of them on the floor of this House. Tbe same principles 
which you will discuss in the Select Committee will again be discussed 
on tbe floor of this House, and all these principles will have ultimately 
to be decided here. A great deal has been said about the division 
of tbe cees between landlord and tenant, between tbe proportion of 
1:4 and 2:3. If you refer it to Select Committee, do you think that
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if the Select Committee decide on a proportion of 3 :2, no amend­
ments will he moved on the floor of this House? These are matters 
which can be debated and settled here and only here. Reference back 
to Select Committee for deciding issues of this kind is sheer wast? 
of time, and the House will simply be employing delaying tactics— 
delaying tactics which in other countries have proved so fatal to the 
progress of education and which in this country will likewise retard 
the progress. Let those who are fundamentally opposed to the 
principles of the Bill say so plainly and not shirk their responsibility. 
Ref?rence back to Select Committee is merely a delaying measure 
which will bring with it little good and may bring much harm. The 
issue has been placed before the House. You have a C0rtain amount 
of money, and here is a scheme to utilise that money. You have the 
opportunity of moving amendments here. Take what you have, reject 
it or accept it here, but reference back to Select Committee is merely 
shirking the responsibility that rests upon you. I do submit, Sir, that 
if it is referred back to Select Committee, then, when it comes back 
from Select Committee, either this year or next year, you will have 
to debate at full length in this Council every principle underlying 
the Bill. Therefore, I submit that no case ha« been made out for 
referring the Bill to a Select Committee and that we should debate 
it here.

Babu NAUNIRANJAN BARKERS Sir, I move that the question 
be now put.

Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA: On a point of personal explanation, Sir. 
We have been anked to d*al with the Bill her?. I am prepared to 
accept the suggestion of Government provided Government will agr?e 
to allow us to move amendments of which I made suggestions in my 
speech.

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: On a point of order, Sir. 
Before you allow the Hon’ble Member in charge to speak will you 
not allow us to reply to the speeches of other Government members, 
as after the Hon’bls Member speaks no further speeches will be per­
mitted.

Mr. PRESIDENT: You are mistaken when you say that you are 
not permitted to speak after the Government Member has made his 
observations. If y6u like to speak you can do so, but the Government 
Member may again have to be given an opportunity to reply if he 
ao desires.
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Dr. BI0HAN CHANDRA ROY: Are we to understand, Sir, that 
the closure motion of my friend Babu Naliniranjan Barker has not 
b?en accepted?

Mr. PRESIDENT: I can use my own discretion in the matter.
I think I should allow the Government Member to speak.

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: On a point of order, 
Sir. Certain members op this side of the House have not yet spoken. 
Before you put the closure motion I want to draw your attention to 
this. Some members were actually on their legs.

Mr. PRE8IDENT: You will have an opportunity later on unless,
of course, the dosuri motion is accepted and tarried in the mean­
time.

MEMBER in eharga of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (tha 
Hon’Ma Mr. M. C. McAlpin): Do I understand, Sir, that all thesa 
motions fall to the ground?

Mr. PRE8IDENT: No.

Tha Hovt’ble Mr. M. C. MoALPIN: Sir, in the course of the dis­
cussion I expected to rweive some new and fresh arguments against 
the Bill, but what happened? Several old arguments were put for­
ward with only one or two new ones—at least new to me. The first 
new one was rn object*o?i to the preamble, and the protagonists oi 
preambles suggested that the proper way to begin the Bill wa* oir 
thes? lines: “ Wherea* it is the declared policy of Government that
universal, free and compulsory elementary education for boys an«f 
girls should be reached a definite programme of progressive expan­
sion, and whereas, etc., etc.” Now, Sir, I have not the slightest 
doubt that Mr. Bartley could have supplied the Council with an equally 
resounding preamble if he had known that they wanted it, because 
there is no difference of opinion between us over this question. We 
are all at one on the fat t that it is our intention to secure free and 
compulsory primary eduiation so far as it is practicable as soon a# 
possible. Personally I prefer simpler language but wa can adopt the 
amendments which have been tabled as far as possible, because, as I 
have said, there is really no difference of opinion between us on this 
point.

Then the old argument was brought forward that because Bombay 
and Madras spend large sums from Government coffers, therefore 
Bengal should. Now, where had Bombay and Madras got these large 
sums from, if they hav» not got them by taxation. Take the figures 
of 1912-13. The revenues of Madras were Rs. 7,96,00,000; of Bombay*
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Rg. 7,82,00ffKK>; and of Bengal Rs, 7,14,00,000. Now, what are the 
revenues to-day, Sir, Madras Rs. 16,97,00,000; Bombay 
Rs. 15,74,00,000; and Bengal Rs. 10,94,00,000. With all these large 
revenues—these very larga expanding revenues—it is possible for 
Madras and Bombay to find large sums of money from Government 
<offers, which, of course, come by way of some sort of taxation, 
towards primary education So, all that this Government is asking 
is for Bengal to tax itself in some other way. The House knows per­
fectly well that those provinces can stand such large expenditure and 
we cannot. Then, Mr. Jitendralal Bannerjee suggested that the Bill 
should not bp accepted for consideration unless Government definitely 
stated what thair financial liabilities should be. It is tru? he said I was 
inaudible, but on a reference to his previous speeches I find several 
remarks of his to that effect but I was not here. But I categorically 
and with considerable d.'tail in my opening remarks definitely stated 
what Government’s financial liabilities would be. I would refer to the 
first part of amendment No 85, which states the commitments of 
Government—an amount equal to the recurring expenditure incurred 
by the Ixwal Government in the year ended ft 1st March 1929 (I would 
refer to this year) for payment of grants-in-aid, for the institution 
at ml maintenance oi primary schools and payment of teacheis 
herein, and for scholarships for children in primary schools 
in rural areas. I seated definitely that Government had to 
pay large grants to district boards which they would continue to give 
to district school boards, and I gave the sum as little more than Rs. 21J 
lakhs. Government are committed to that.

Btbu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: We want a statutory pro- 
vision for that and not * imply the assurance of the Hon’ble Member.

Mr, PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin need not, unless of 
course he thinks fit, pay any attention to these remarks.

Thf Hon'blt Mr. M. C. MoALPIN: I am not accustomed to these 
remarks, Sir.

Th?n I went on to say that we would incur expenditure for the 
inspectorate and for traiuing schools and of course foi what we have 
to pay as samindars under the taxation proposals which will amount 
to one or to two lakhs.

6-15 p.m.

Then there were arguments that some other means of taxation 
must be found. But th» whole realm of taxation has been examined, 
leaving the only feasible one contained in the Bill. The Select Com­
mittee have definitely stated so.
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As regards the details of taxation, it is a matter which will require 
full examination at the time of considering detailed amendments. 
So ms of these amendments will, I am afraid, act as boomerangs, if 
you do not know the Cess Act very well.

Then some one else suggested that wa ought to wait for a fresh 
financial settlement. Well, we do not know what will happen and 
we cannot count on anything in particular. It is impossible to hold 
up a Bill like this so long, on the off-chance of finding more money 
which all departments of Government, such as Medical, Public Health, 
and so forth, will b? scrambling for.

Then the old argument was brought forward that the Bill ought 
to deal with municipalities. It was only just touched on, but, of 
course, that is a separate and simpler problem, capable of treatment 
by itself. If complicated with this Bill, and if the taxation proposal 
is made uniform, then *he problem of taxation which we have solved 
for rural areas would indeed be insoluble. What we want is a practi­
cal measure and not a theoretical one—correct but impracticable— 
which really is Mr. Stapleton's theme.

Then followed a reference to my mentality in criticising the 
popular machinery which was described by the speaker as a clog in 
the administration. I »lo not grudge the speaker his remarks about
my mentality, but 1 do thank him for the argument that he has put
in in my mouth that tVe popular machinery, that is the central inda* 
pendent body, would Im» a clog in the administration. At this stage, 
it certainly would be a clog—and a very expensive clog indeed—and 
I thank him for the argument. We have already set up in the Bill
a popular machinery which is necessary to deal with details, i.e., the
district school board. One set of such popular ladies in sufficient, two 
including the central independent body would be a crowd. Objection 
was taken to the constitution of the boards. That is a matter for 
detailed amendments.

An attempt was maue to mjike out that Government had altered 
the Select Committee’s Bill considerably, though the speakers did not 
mention even all the alterations that I mentioned.

Sir, I have not been abl? to understand what the precise argument 
is for referring the Bill to a Select Committee, except that the 
speakers want to do that, because they do not like the Bill and want 
to bring in a dilatory motion that would prevent the Bill becoming 
law. I can understand Babu Naliniranjan Sarker wanting it to go 
to a Select Committee in order that he may get all the different 
proposals that be has tabled here incorporated in the Bill, and that, 
£ir, would probably be tbe result of the reference to a Select Opm* 
mittee. All sorts of th ;ng* would confe into the Bill, be^uat 
Babu Naliniranjan Sarker wanted them.

0
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We do not know what the final form of the Bill would be—probably 
it would be something which would be quite unacceptable to the House 
and to Government, and would probably delay the Bill for a year or 
more. I think, Sir, that, in view of the fact that the whole matter 
has now been thoroughly threshed out, it is time that this Bill was 
taken into consideration, clause by clause, by this Council.

Babu NALINIRAHJAH BARKER: I beg that the question be 
now put.

Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, may I put one question to the 
Hon’ble Member in charge? I* the Hon’ble Member absolutely 
certain that the comparative increase in the revenues of Madras and 
Bombay is due to increased taxation or to the injustice of the Meston 
Settlement, which has left larger surpluses to those provinces at the 
expense of Bengal?

Mr. PRESIDENTS Please resume your seat.
I think I should make my position clear in regard to the motion 

of Mr. Sarker. The rule demands that when a motion for closure 
1ms been made, the President has got to decide whether the matter 
before the House has been sufficiently discussed or not. So it is more 
or lesH a demand on the President to pronounce his opinion as to 
whether the matter has been sufficiently diseased or not. I think that 
if I accept Mr. Sarker’s motion at this stage it will not be an in­
fringement of the rights of reasonable debate. I have however a few 
more amendments before me with regard to the personnel of the pro­
posed Select Committee. I think the members who have tabled these 
amendments should be given an opportunity of moving them. I, 
therefore, rule that if the motion for closure is carried, I shall call 
upon those members to formally move their amendments. On the 
other hand, if the closure motion is not carried, the discussion will 
continue.

On the closure question being put, a division was taken with th? 
following result:—

AlMfttt, Mftutvi MeJWttitdta.
All, Mavtvi ninm .
All, Mr. Altai.
Baeefci, tain fttmtt GliaMra. 
•alum Mcutvi I** Majtd. 
•amriMi Dr. PrauwHMnatli.
l awtrjtt, StN PmMtlM tutu, 
•aatrji, Mr. f,
Man, Bab« Santa* Kumar.
M i, Baft* attar Kritana.
•it*, Mr. im i» i  OfcaiMra.

AYES.

CMfcrtburtty, Jatintfr* Mata. 
Ckikrivmi, lakti Jtciftdr* CfeiMn. 
Cliatttfjtt, trijat aijay Kumar. 
Cfcatttrji, lafey AmartnorsMttli. 
ClMiiMiaiiri, Mawhri AtHrtfwMia. 
CHMadfcury, Maiilvi Nurftl Aktar. 
OMwtffcury, Haji aatfi AImm*. 
cattNiatiry, Mattlvi AMui OI»a*i.
Du, Or. Maftini MtlUA.
Oat Oitpta, Or. J. M.
Ifutt, aafca Ural Kmm»r,
Qanetrti, Mia Pratul OHaiXra.
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QNMi laH  Amarandra Nath.
Cuba, Mr, P. N.
QupU, Mr. I>»» Chandra.
HakiM, Maulvi Abdul.
Haahamy, Maulvi tyM Jalaluddin. 
Himattincfca, M m Frabbu IHyal. 
Haqua, Kaii Kmdadul.
Hu*, Mr. km K. FaiMd.
Kuan, Babu ItabiNra Lai.
Law, Mr. Burandra Nam.
Marumdar, Mr. Birandrenath.
Hitlir, Babu Riahikaah.
Maitra, Babu Burandra Mohan. 
MaJtra, trtjut Jaeandra Nath. 
Maakarjaa, Mr. tyamapraaai;. 
Mukarjaa, trijut Taraknath.
Nast tabu Suit Lai.
Natkar, Babu Ham Chandra.
Fain, Babu Barada Fraaanna 
Pal Chaudhuri, Mr. flanjit. 
Faddar, Mr. Ananda Mahan. 
Rahman, Maulvi Aziiur.
Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur»

Ray, Or. KinmmI ta»k«r.
Kay, Kumar Sbib thakbaraawar.
Ray, trtjut Radha Bavinta.
Ray Chaudhuri, Babu tanat Kumar.
Ray, Babu Maamatba Nath.
Ray, Or. Bidban Chandra.
Ray, Mr. Bijay Prasad Sififb.
Ray, Mr. 0. N.
Ray, Mr. Kiran tankar.
Ray, Mr. Sadhan Chandra.
Roy, Mr. Barat Kumar.
Ray Chaudhuri, Babu H«m Cbamlra.
Ray Chaudhuri, Rai Bahadur Satyendra 

Nath.
taadatullah, Maulvi Muhammad, 
tamad, Maulvi Abdut.
Sarkar, Babu Naliniranjan.
(an Qupta, Mr. 4. M.
Singh, Srijut Taj Bahadur.
Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhupmdra 

Narayan, at Naahlpur.
Tarkathirtha, KaviraJ Bimalananda, Fimdit 

Bhuahan.

NOES.

Barma, Rai tahib Fanahanan.
Baairuddin, Maulvi Mahammad.
Blair, Mr. J. R.
Caaaaifa, Mr. A.
Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Alimut* 

saman.
Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hatiur 

Rahman.
Caban, Mr. O. 4.
Data, Mr. 8. R.
Dash, Mr. A. 4.
Eaaaan, Mr. Q. A.
Fazluliah, Maulvi Muhammad.
Farraatar, Mr. 4. Campball. 
tthaab, Mr. M. C.
Qhusnavi, tba Nan’bla AI had J Sir Abdal- 

karim.
Qllahrlat, Mr. R, N.
Burttar, Mr. C. W.
Nabibultafc, Naarab Khwaja.
Ha**, Khan Bahadur Maulvi AtitaL 
Macs. Mr. 1. F.
Napkyw, Mr. W. S.
Maaaln Naarah Muahamif, Khan Bahadur. 
Haaaaia, Maulvi Muhammad.
Mu*, Khan Sahib Maulvi Batlul.
Janfcfais, Or. W. A.
Kaaam, Btuhl Abut.

Khan, Khan tahib Maulvi Muattam All. 
Khan, Maulvi Tamiroddin.
Lai Muhammad, Naji.
Macuira, Mr. L. T.
Mallik, Mr. Mukunda Baharl.
MaAtpin, tha Han’Ma Mr. M. C.
McOluakia, Mr. B. T.
Mtttar, tha Nan'Ma Sir Fravath Chundar. 
Mabarly, Tha Nan’bla Mr. A. N.
Nac, Rsvarand B. A.
Natimuddin, Mr. Khara Ja.
Ormand, Mr. B. C.
Fhlllp, Mr. «l. Y.
Rahman, Mr. A. F. ~
Ruahfarth, Mr. F. v,
Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C.
Raaa, Mr. OL F.
Sarkar, tir Jadunath.
Barkar, Rai tahib Rabat) Mahan.
Ban, Mr. J. M.
Shah, Maulvi Abdul Hamid, 
tkinnar, Mr. t. A.
Sta|Mata«« Mr. H. K.
Suhraarardy, Mr. H. t.
Tata, Majar Banaral Badfray.
Thampaan, Mr. W. M.
Travara, Mr. W. L.
Twynam, Mr. N. 4,

The Ayes being 67 and the Noes 63, the motion for cloture, wat 
carried.

6-30 p.m.
Mr, PRESIDENT: Having regard to my ruling that this cloture 

motion applies* to all the motions that are before the House now, I will, 
as promised, ask the mover of the next amendment to formally^move 
his amendment
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The following amendments were called but not moved

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHQUDHURI Bahadur to move 
that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting of the 
Hon’ble Membei in charge of the Education Department, Mr. A. J. 
Dash, Mr H. E. Stapleton, Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, Mr. Jogesh 
Chandra Gupta, Babu Be joy Krishna Bose, Babu Sanat Kumar Ray 
Chaudhuri. Babu Naliniranjan Sarker, Babu Akhil Chandra Datta, 
Babu Jogindra Chandra Chakravarti, Srijut Jogendra Nath Moitra, 
Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray, 
Dr. Mohini Mohan Das, Maulvi Shamsuddin Ahmed, Maulvi Abdul 
Karim, Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Alimuzzaman Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur K. G. M. Faroqui, Mr. Bijoy 
Prasad Singh Roy, Mr. Altaf Ali, Kazi Kmdadul Hoque, and the 
mover, with instructions to submit their report in time for its 
presentation at the next session of the Bengal Legislative Council 
and that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary 
to constitute a quorum phall l>e five.

Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE to move by way of amendment 
that the Bill be leferred to a Select Committee consisting of the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of Education Department, Mr. A. J. 
Dash, Mr. H. K. Stapleton, Dr. \V. A. Jenkins, Dr. Bidhan Chandra 
Roy, Dr. Pramathanath Banerjea, Sir Jadunath Sarkar, Maulvi Abdul 
Karim, Mr. A. F. Rahman, Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee, 
Mr. Birendranath Mazumdar, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque, 
Babu Manmatha Nath Roy, Babu Naliniranjan Sarker, Babu Jogindra 
Chandra Chakravarti, Babu Amarendranath Chatterji, Maulvi Abdus 
Samad and the movei, with instructions to submit their report by 
the 1st December, 1929, -and that the numl>er of members whose 
presence shall be necessary to constitute a quorum shall be five.

Babu ROMES CHANDRA BACCHI to move by way of amend­
ment that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting of 
the following members: —

(1) The Hon'ble Member in charge of the Education Department.
(2) Mr. H. E. Stapleton,
(3) Mr. A J. Dash,
(4) Dr. Pramathanath Banerjea,
(6) Babu Bejoy Krishna Bose,
(6) Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose,
(7) Babu Nalintznnjun Sarker,
(8) Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy,
(9) Bahu Jogindra Chandra Chakravarti,



(10) Babu Surendra Mohan Moitra,
(11) Babu Akhil Chandra Datta,
(12) Babu Manmatha XatL Roy,
(13) Srijut Taraknath Mukerjea,
(14) Kazi Emdadul Hoque,
(15) Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh,
< 1G> Maulvi Syed Jnlaluddin Hashemy,
<17) Maulvi Abdul Karim, and
(18) the mover,

with instructions to submit their report before the next session of 
the Bengal Legislative Council and that the number of members 
who#* present<» shall be necessary to constitute a quorum shall be 
eleven.

1929.] GOVERNMENT BILL. }|?

Mr. BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY to move by way of amend­
ment that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting ol—

(1) The Hon*Me Member in charge of the Education Depart­
ment,

(2\ Mr. A. J. Dash,
(3) Mr. H. E. Stapleton,
(4) Mr. Subhas Chandra Hose,
(5) Babu Naliniranjan Sarker,
(6) Mr. Jogesh Chandra Gupta,
(7) Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy,
(8) Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray,
(9) Raja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan Sinha, of Nashipur,

(10) Mr. Sarat Kumar Roy,
(11) Maulvi Abdul Karim,
(12) Mr. A. K. Faxl-ul Huq,
(13) Mr. Altaf AH,
(14) Sir Jadunath Sarkar,
(15) Mr. J Campbell Forrester, and
(16) the mover,

with instruction^ to submi: their report to the Council a* noon a« 
possible and that the number of members whose pretence shall be 
necessary to constitute a quorum shall be fire.
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Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur, «f Naihipur
to move that ihe Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting 
of—

(1) The Hon’ble Member in charge of the Education Department,
(2) Mr. A. J. Dash,
(3) Mr. H E. Stapleton,
(4) Sir Jadunath Sarkar,
(6) Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose,
(6) Babu Naliniranjan Sarker,
(7) Dr. Biilhan Chandra Roy,
(8) Mr. Sarat Kumar Roy,
(9) Mr. Bijoy Piasud Singh Roy,

(10) Mr. Altaf Ali,
(11) Khan Bahadur K. G. M. Faroqui,
(12) Nawab Musharruf Hosain, Khan Bahadur,
(13) Maulvi Abdul Karim,
(14; Mr. Surendra Nath Law,
(16) Mr. A K. FftjsJ-ul Huq and
(16) the mover,

with instructions to submit their report before the next session of the 
Council and that the number of members whose presence shall be 
necessary to constitute a quorum shall be five.

Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA CUPTA to move by way of amendment 
tbat the Bill »>e referred to a Select Committee consisting of the 
following members: —

(1) The Hon’bl* Member in charge of the Education Department,
(2) Mr. A. J. Dash
(3) Mr. H. E. Stapleton,
(4) I)r. Bidhan Chandra Roy,
(6) l)r. Pramathanath Banerjea,
(6) Mr. Birendranath Mazumdar,
(7) Babu Piomotha Nath Banerjee,
(8) Babu Be joy Krishna Bose,
(9) Babu Jogindr* Chandra Chakravarti,

(10) Maulvi Abdul Karim,
111) Maulvi Syed Nausher Ali,
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(12) Mr. A. F. Rahaman,
(13) Maulvi Shamsuddin Ahmed,
(14) Mr. W. H. Thompson,
<15) Rev. B. A. Nag, and
(16) the mover,

with instructions to submit their report in time for its presentation 
at the next session of che Bengal legislative Council and that the 
number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute 
a quorum shall be fhe.

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ to move that tlu* Bill be re ter red to a 
Select Committee consisting of—

(1) The Hon’ble Member in charge of Education Department,
(2) Mr. A. J. Dash,
(3) Mr. H. E. Stapleton,
(4) Dr. W. A. eTenki ns,
(5) Maulvi Abul Kasein,
(6) Maulvi Abdul Karim,
(7) Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Hoy,
(8) Dr. Pramathanath Banerjea,
(9) Mr. Birendranath Mazumdar,

(10) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque, and
(11) the mover,

with instruction* to submit their report in time for it piesentation at 
the next session of the Bengal legislative Council and that the number 
of members whose presence shall l>e necessary to constitute a quorum 
shall be five.

The motion of l)r. Kumud Sankar Ray was then put and a division 
taken with the following result : —

AYES.

•asm, IU>m iMtMli Kttmar.
MM, •«*> atjay KrtNma- 
BMi, Mr. SuMmm MMln.
Cliiknfturtty, M m Mindrt Nam. 
Cfiafcravarti, •**«* ^nM ri CMnln. 
CfcftttvrjM, Srl|ut lijiy Kvmtr,
Clitlirii, ftafrii Ammrmmnmttu 
dUHMHwri, KlMM BmMvr UMutvt Alimtf*
ciMMiavrit aiMfvi iiiwitK iin.

AHanM, HMwIwi ftluuiiMMMin.
Alt, Maulvi Htiau.
All, Mr. AlUf.
■ i—fcl, — *m Ckts«ra.
ft***, Mawtvi Syti Maji*.

Dr. PnuRiiluuiitl. 
Im rjw, ftafca praawtiia Nath.
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Chaudhury, OTwlvi Nural Abaar.
Chowdhury, Miji Itfi Ahniid,
Chawdhury, Maulvi Abdul Qhani.
Oat, Dr. Mahini Mahan.
Du Oupti, Dr. 4. M.
Dutt, Babu Saral Kumar, 
paxluliah, Maulvi Muhammad.
Qanguli, Babu fratul Chrndra.
Chaw, Babu Amarandra Hath.
Quha, Mr. P. N.
Oupta. Mr. Jagath Chandra.
Habtbullah, Nawab Khvaja.
Hakim, Maulvi Abdul.
Haahamy, Maulvi Syad Jalaluddin.
HaoiM, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Axixul. 
Himatsinfka, Babu Prabhu Doyal.
Hoqua, Kaii Kmdadul.
Hoataln, Maulvi Muhammad.
Huq, Khan Sahib Maulvi Baflul.
HUQ, Mr. A. K. Fail*Ul.
Karim, Maulvi AMul.
Khan, Babu Dabandra Lai.
Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muaixam Ali. 
Khan, Maulvi Tamixuddin.
Lai Muhammad, Haji.
Law, Mr. Surandra Nath.
Maiumdar, Mr. Birandranath.
Mlttar, Babu Riihikaah.
Maitra, Babu Surandra Mahan.
Maitra, Sri jut Jacandra Nath.
Maakarjaa, Mr. Syamaproaatf 
Mukarjaa, Sri)ut Taraknath.

Mac, Babu Sufc Lai.
Naakar, Babu Nam Chandra.
Pain, Babu Baratfa Prawnna 
Pal Chaudhuri, Mr. Ranjit.
Poddar, Mr. Ananda Mahan.
Rahman, Maulvi Aiixur.
Rahman, Mr. A. F.
Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. Abdur- 
Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankai.
Ray, Kumar Shib Shakharacwar.
Ray, Sri Jut Radha Oavinda.
Ray Chaudhuri, Babu fanat Kumar.
Ray, Babu Manmatha Nath.
Roy, Or. Bidhan Chandra.
Roy, Mr. Bijay Praaad Singh.
Ray, Mr. D. M.
Ray, Mr. Kira* Sankar.
Ray, Mr. Sadhan Chandra.
Ray, Mr. Sarat Kumar.
Hay Chaudhuri, Pabu (Um Chandra.
Roy Choudhuri, Rai Bahadur Satyendra 

Nath.
Saadatullah, Maulvi M>ihammad.
Sftmad, Maulvi Abdua.
Sarkar, Babu Naliniranjan.
San Qupta, Mr. 4. M.
Shah, Maulvi Abdul Hamid.
Singh, Srijut Taj Bahaour.
Slnha, Raja Bahadur Bhupandra 

Narayan, of Nashlpur.
Tarkathirtha, KaviraJ Bimalananda, Pundit 

Bhuihan.

NOES.

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hahxur 
Rahman.

Oahan, Mr. D. 4.
Huaaain, Maulvi Latafat.
Kaiam, Maulvi Abul.

Mallik, Mr. Mukunda Bahari.
Nag, Ravarand B. A.
Pay Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 
Sarkar, Sir Jadunath.
Sarkar, Rai Sahib Rabati Mahan.

The Ayes being 80 and the Noes 9, the following motion was 
carried: —

That after the name “ Babu Bejoy Krishna Bone ” in the motion 
of Babu Naliniranjan Sarker the following names be inserted, 
namely: —

Mr. A. K. Fnxl-ul*Huq, Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh. Maulvi Abdul 
Hamid Khah, Babu Jitendralal Bannerjee, Mr. Jogosh Chandra Gupta, 
Babu Manmatha Nath Roy, Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray, Srijut Taraknath 
Mukerjea, I)r. J. M. Das Gupta, Mr. Bijoy Pro&ad Singh Roy, Mr. J. 
M. Sen, Dr. W. A. Jenkins, Mr. A. J. Dash, Babu Baroda Pra&anna 
Pain, Babu Santoah Kumar Basu, Maulvi Nural Abaar Choudhury, 
Maulvi Aahrafuddin Cbnudhuri, Mr. P. N. Guha, Maulvi Syed Jalal- 
uddin Hanhemy, Mr. Aitaf , Ali, Maulvi Muhammad Baair-uddin, 
Mr. l ,  F. M. Abdur Rabmati and Maulvi Muhammad Faxlullah.
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Th? motion of Babu Naliniranjan Sarker as now amended was then 
put and a division taken with the following result: —

AYES.

Ahmad, Maulvi Sfcamtuddtn.
Ali, Maulvi Hawaii.
Bagahi, Babu Ramat Chandra.
Bakth, Maulvi Sytd Majid.
Banarjaa, Dr. Pramathanath.
Banarjaa, Babu Pramatha Nath.
Banarji, Mr. P.
Saaatrjtt, Btfca JHtairalal 
Batiruddin, Maulvi Mahanimad.
Batu, Babu Santath Kumar.
Bom, Babu Bajay Kriahna.
Bata, Mr. Subhat Chandra.
Chakraburtty, Babu Jatmdm Nath. 
Chattarjoa, Srijut Bijay Kumar.
Chattorji, Babu Amarandranath.
Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Alimux- 

laman.
Chaudhuri, Maulvi Athrafuddin.
Chaudhury, Maulvi Nural ADiar. 
Chaatdhury, Haji Badi Ahmad.
Chawdhury, Maulvi Abdul Bhani.
Dat, Dr. Mahini Mohan.
Cat Qupta, Dr. J. M.
Dutt, Babu Saral Kumar.
Faxlullah, Maulvi Muhammad.
Qanguli, Babu Pratul Chandra.
Ghata, Babu Amarandra Nath.
Ouha, Mr. P. N.
Qupta, Mr. Jagoah Chandra.
Hakim, Maulvi Abdul.
Haahamy, Maulvi Syod Jalaluddin. 
Mimattingka, Babu Prabhu Ooyal.
Hoquc, Kaii Emdadul.
Hotaain, Maulvi Muhammad.
Huq, Khan Sahib Maulv* Bailul.
Huq, Mr. A. K. Pail*ul.
Khan, Babu Dabandra Lai.
Khan* Khan Sahib Maulvi Muaxzam Ali 
Khan, Maulvi Tamuuddin.

Phan, Mr. Rataur Rahman.
Law, Mr. Surandra Nath.
Maiumdar, Mr. Birondrrnath.
Mittar, Babu Rithikoah.
Maitra, Babu Surandra Mahan.
Moltra, Srijut Jagtndra Nath.
Maakarjaa, Mr. Syamapt-atad.
Mukarjoa, Srijut Taraknath.
Nag, Babu Suk Lai.
Natkar, Babu Nam Chandra.
Phin, Babu Barada PmMtna 
Pal Chaudhuri, Mr. ftanjit.
Poddar, Mr. Ananda Mahan.
Rahman, Maulvi Azixur.
Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. Abdur- 
Ray, Or. Kumud Sanfcat.
Ray, Kumar Shib Shakhrratwar.
Ray, Srijut Radha Qovinda.
Ray Chaudhuri, Babu Ŝ nat Kumar.
Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath.
Roy, Dr. Bidhan Chandra.
Ray, Mr. Bijay Praaad Singh.
Ray, Mr. 0. N.
Ray, Mr. Kiran Sankar.
Roy, Mr. Sadhan Chandra 
Ray, Mr. Sarat Kumar.
Ray Chaudhuri, Babu Him Chandra.
Roy Chaudhuri, Rai Bahadur Satymdra 

Nath.
Saadatullah, Maulvi Muhammad.
Samad, Maulvi Abdua.
Sarkar, Babu Naliniranjan.
San Qupta, Mr. 4. M.
Shah, Maulvi Abdul Hamid.
Singh, Srijut Taj Bahadur.
Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhupandra Narayanr 

af Nathipur.
Tarkathirtha, Kaviraj Bimalananda, Pundit 

Bhuthan.

MOEt.

Blair, Mr. 4. R.
Caaaalla, Mr. A.
Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Haftxur
Caban, Mr. D. 4.
Da in, Mr. Q. R.
Oath, Mr. A. J.
Eaaaan, Mr. g. A.
Bhaah, Mr. M. C.
Obtunavi, tha Nan'bla AlbadJ Sir Abdat- 

karim.
ORthrltL Mr. R, N.
Oumar, Mr. C. W.
HaMB, Mr. Q. P.

Ir. W. S.

Himam, Maulvi Latafat. 
Jonkint, Dr. W. A.
Maguira, Mr. L. T.
Mallik, Mr. Mukunda Bahari. 
MaAlptn, tba Nan’bla Mr. M. C. 
MaCluakia, Mr. K. T.
Mittar, tha Nm*M Sir Pravaah 
Maborly, Tha Nan'bla Mr. A. N. 
Nag, Ravarand B. A.
Ormond, Mr. t. 6.
PMU* Mr. 4. Y.
Rar Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C.
Rata, Mr. 0. P.
Ruafcforth* Mr. a. V
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farMr, 9t«f ftanib IVtbati M*Hm .
t*i, Mr. J. M.

Tat*, Majar Bimrti BKfwy.
Mr. W. H.

tkinn»r, Mr. t. A. 
Stapleton, Mr. H. S.

Trawrt, Mr. W. L. 
Twynam, Mr. N. 4.

The Ayes being 74 and the Noes 38, the following motion was 
carried: —

“ The motion that the Bengal (Rural) Primary Education Bill, 1929, 
l»e referred to a Select Committee consisting of the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of Education Department, Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, 
Babu Surendra Mohan Moitra Dr. Pramathanath Banerj?a, Mr. Kiran 
ftankar Hoy, Babu Ama/endra Nath Ghose, Babu Saral Kumar Dutt, 
Kazi Emdadul Hoque. M'. Razaur Rahman Khan, Mauivi Shamsuddin 
Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Azizul Haque, Mauivi Abdul Karim, 
Mr. A. F. Rahman, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Alimumtman Chaudhuri, 
Mr. W. L. Travers, c.i.v:., o.b.e., Mr. J. Campbell-Forraster, Kumar 
Ŝhih Shekhareswar Ray, Mr Syamaprosad Mookerjee, Dr. Bidhan 

Chandra Roy, Balm Akhil Chandra Dattu, Babu Bejoy Krishna Bose, 
Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul-Huq, Mauivi Syed Majid Baksh, Mauivi Abdul 
Hamid Shah, Babu *Tite;idralal Bannerjee, Mr. Jogesh Chandra Gupta, 
Babu Mamnatha Nath Roy, l)r. Kumud Sankar Ray, Srijut Tarak- 
nath Mukerj?a, Dr. J. M. Das Gupta, Mr. Bijoy Prosad Singh Roy, 
Mr. J. M. San, Dr. W A. Jenkins, Mr. A. J. Dash, Babu Baroda 
Prasanna Pain, Babu Santosh Kumar Basu, Mauivi Nural Absar 
Choudhury, Mauivi Ashrafuddin Chaudhuri, Mr. P. N. Guha, Mauivi 
Syed Jalaluddin Hashei.iy, Mr. Altaf Ali, Mauivi Muhammad Basir- 
uddin, Mr. A. F. M. Andur Rahman, Mauivi Muhammad Fazlullah, 
and Babu Naliniranjan Sarker with instructions to submit their report 
in time for its presentation at the November session of the Council, 
and to keep particularly in view the desirability of making primary 
education compulsory in the province within a definite period, and 
that the number of members whose presence shall bs necessary to con­
stitute a quorum shall be ten."

Adjournment

The Council was ther. adjourned till 8 p.m., ou Wednesday, tha 7th 
August, 1929, at the Town Hall, Calcutta.
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PrecsaHngs of the Bengal Legislative Cotmeil assembled ufider the 
provisions of the Government of India Act

T h e  Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hull, 
Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 7th Aufrust, 1929, at fl p.m.

Present:

Mr. President (th<? H* Vble Ituju Ma\ m\tha N ath  Ray CiiArnnriu, 
of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of the Executive 
Council, and 124 nominated and elected members.

8tarred Questions 
(to whbh oral answers were given). 

Speoial holidays in courts and offtoee.

•22. Mauivi HUR RAHMAN KHAN EU8UFJI: (a) Is the
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Judicial Department aware that, in 
addition to certain compulsory general holidays when the court# and 
offices of the Government are closed, there are certain optional special 
holidays available to either Hindus or Moslems only?

(/>) Are the Government considering the desirability of introducing 
a uniform rule making1 the ojytional special holidays for one com­
munity compulsory general holidays for all, when the; courts and 
offices will remain closed for all communities and for all purpose* 
whatever? *

MEMBER in charge of 4U0ICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. N. Moberly): («> Yes.

(b) No.

Mr. D. N. ROY: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleaded to state what 
are the reason® for his answer (b)Y

The Hostile Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I have nothin? to add.

Mautvl 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Doe* not the Hon’ble Member con* 
sider that it k  very inconvenient for litigants as well as for other 
people to attend courts while other officers of Government are on leave?

The Hon’Me Mr. A. N, MOBERLY: That is a matter of opinion.
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Maillvi ABDUS SAMAD1 Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to 
state whether this special leave available to the officers of a particular 
community, is also available to the pleaders’ and litigants of that 
particular community?

The Hon'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Government does not legislate 
for pleaders in this matter.

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAK8H: Does the Hon’ble Member consider 
it very desirable that Government should introduce communal feeling 
in Government offices in respect of holidays?

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not allow that question.

Realisation of a foe for vivisection from the students of the Dacca 
Medical School.

*23. Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: m) W ill the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Local Self-Government (Medical) Depart­
ment be pleased to state whether recently an endeavour is being made 
to realise a fee of Rs. J00 for vivisection from the students of the 
Daccu Medical School?

(b) If so, at whose instance is this being done?
(r) Are such fees realised in any other Government Medical School, 

and were such fees ever demanded before in the Dacca Medical 
School ?

(d) If not, on what giounds is such a fee levied on the students 
of the Dacca Medical School!'

(e) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the imposition of such a fee 
is strongly resented by the students and is a great hardship* to the poor 
medical students?

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of making an 
enquiry into the matter?

MEMBER in oharfl ef LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT (MEDICAL) 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Sir Provash Chunder Mitter): <*)
The reference is presumably to the fee for dissection. Orders were 
issued in April last for charging a fee to students of the Dacca Medical 
School to me^t the special expenditure of that institution on the 
supply of bodies for training in dissection and operative surgery. The 
fee was fixed at Rs. ‘10 per annum for each 1st and 2nd year student 
and Rs. 20 per annum for each ftrd and 4th year student, with effect 
from the year 192H-29. The fees are liable to revision by increase or 
reduction according as thf expenditure necessary for the purpose 
requires.
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(b) Oil the recommendation of the Superintendent and Surgeon- 
General.

(c) No.
(d) Imposition of this fee has become necessary through the inability 

of the school to obtain locally the supply of bodies nece^wiary for the 
purposes of training. The bodies of friendless and unknown persons 
dying in the hospital were previously made use of for purposes of 
medical training before final disposal, as is usually the case at medical 
schools. Since the year 1924 this supply has been diminishing in 
consequence of orders passed that such bodies should l>e made over to 
the deceased's community for disposal, and it has now practically 
ceased, with the result that the school has had to meet extra charges 
amounting to about Its. 10,000 per annum in procuring bodies by train 
from Calcutta. It is considered that in such circumstances the students 
of the local institution for whose benefit the bodies have to be procured 
should meet the extra cost involved.

ie) Liability to payment of this fee has been accepted by all students 
admitted to the medical school this year, but naturally students who 
have not i>reviously paid it dislike doing so, and it adds to the cost 
of medical education.

(/) Government are prepared to examine any {x>ssible method of 
meeting this essential requirement for medical training without incur­
ring the heavy expenditure which it necessitates at present.

.Mr. ilOGESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleased to state if, before passing orders in April last, the governing 
body of the Dacca Medical School was consulted in the matter?

The Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I must axk for 
notice of this.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleased to state if the guardians of the students were consulted in the 
matter?

Tht Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Very likely not. 
So far as niv present information goes they were not consulted, but if 
more definite information is wanted. T shall l>e able to get it for the 
hon'ble member.

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA CUPTA: With reference to the orders 
referred to in answer to question (d)t who passed the order?

The Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Tt was passed
by Government in 1924.
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Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleaded to state whether the /governing body of the Dacca Medical 
School wa« consulted at the time of passing the order?

Thi Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I must ask 
for fresh notice.

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: With reference to the answer 
to question (e), is the Hon’ble Member aware that the statement given 
in the answer i$ not correct, and all the students have gone on stiike?

The Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER : 1 am aware 
that students did strike, but I am informed from the reports of the 
local officers that the fees were paid by students admitted this year.

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: la it not u fact that the fees 
were realised at the time of admitting new boys this year, otherwise 
no one else paid it?

Thi Honlilt Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: If my hon'ble 
friend wants a definite statement, I must ask for notice.

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Hon'ble Member aware 
that the strike that has been caused on account of the levy of the fee 
is causing great inconvenience to the patients in the hospital, and is 
the Hon'ble Member considering the desirability of taking immediate 
action in the matter?

Thi Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I must ask for 
notice of this.

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased 
to state if there is any uniform scale of fees for dissection in Govern­
ment medical schools?

TN Hon’bli Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: So far a« I am
aware there is no uniform scale in Government schools, but in some 
private schools fees are realised.

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: Is it a fact that the student* at the 
Dacca Medical School are charged a “ theatre fee ’*?

Thi Hin’bli Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I must ask for 
notice, but I know that the total amount of fees paid in the Dacca 
Government School is very much less than the total amount of fees paid 
in my friend's institution?
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Dr, KUMUD SAMKAR RAY: Do the Government supplement the 
deficiency by charging R*. 7,000 as fines in Dacca.

TIM tMnWa Sir PROVASH CHUNOER MITTER t I am not aware 
of it.

Mr* D. N. ROY: Why should not Government bear this expenditure 
for the benefit of the country?

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Compared with 
the fees realised in other non-official institutions, we are charging 
about half, and from tbut point of view I do not think it would be 
fair to act according to my friend's suggestion, but I will consider 6ha 
whole question.

Dr. BIDHAH CHANDRA ROY: In view of the fact that the 
imposition of this fee is for the purpose of giving instructions to the 
students, did Government consult the Bengal Council of Medical Educa­
tion in this matter?

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I do not think
so.

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Is it a fact that the total number 
ol students in the Dacca Medical School is about 400?

Tht Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I believe mo.

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Is it a fact that if we multiply 400 
by 100 the amount is 40,000 and not 10,000.

Tht Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: The miscon­
ception lies in this that Rs. 100 i# paid in 4 years and if you divide 
40,000 by 4 it becomes 10,000.

Scheme for improvwnont of agrioutture.

*24. Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber in charge of the Agriculture and Industrie* Department be pleated 
to state whether the Government have any definite scheme for agri~ 
cultural improvement ready for execution in the near future?

ffe) If »o, what is the acheme?

MEMBER in oharge of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (tho Hofi*Mo AlhadJ Sir AbMfcerim Chuznavi): fa )
and (6) The member is referred to the annual reports of the Agricul­
tural Department.
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*2*. Babu MANMATHA NATH ROYS Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Agriculture and Industrie* Department be pleased 
iof state what steps, if any, have been taken by the Government during 
the years 1928 and 1929 to remedy unemployment in this Presidency?

Tht Hon'ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: The mem­
ber is referred to the reply given to starred question No. 39 at a 
meeting of the Legislative Council held on 11th February, 1929, and 
to the last annual reports of the Agriculture, Industries and Co-opera­
tive Departments.

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: Will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleased to state whether any steps have been taken in this matter since 
February, 1929?

Tha Hon’ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: We are
*till carrying on the woik of the department.

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: Will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleased to state the nature and the conditions under which the -work in 
being carried on?

Tho Hon’bli Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: I must refer 
the member to the annual report.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTAs Will the Hon’ble Member en­
lighten this House as to the extent of unemployment in this Presi­
dency ?

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is impossible to answer that question with­
out notice.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: On a point of explanation. Sir. 
I understand that steps are being taken and the matter is being dis­
cussed. Therefore I am asking the Hon’ble Member to enlighten us 
as to the extent of unemployment. That is the first matter which will 
have to he collected by Government before any action could be taken, 

*nd as such, may I  expect an answer?

Thi Hon’bli Alhadj Sip ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: I  must ask 
for notice.
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Charge fer Oewnwwit ei|*e in eewts.

•a*. MmM  »YED MAJID BAKSH: (a) Will the Hon'ble Mem­
ber in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state whether
the Government are considering the desirability of—

(t) revising the rule regarding charge for Government copies 
[H. C. C. 0. 3 of 1908 (Criminal)]; and

(it) fixing 2 annas per 100 words, irrespective of vernacular and 
English?

(b) Is it not a fact that the cost of living has since its introduction 
become higher?

The Hon’ble Mf. A. N. MOBERLY: {a) (i) and (ii) The answer 
is in the negative.

(b) Yes.

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to say whether anything will be done in the near future to 
improve conditions?

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I have nothing to add to iuy
reply.

Charges incurred for food and clothing for prisoners in Jails.

•27. Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY I Will the Hou’ble Member 
in charge of the Political <Jails) Department be pleased to state—

(t) the nature of, and charges incurred for, (1) food, (2) clothing 
for prisoners in jails in respect of—

(a) Indian?*,
(b) Europeans, and 
(e> Anglo-Ind'ans;

(ii) what exception*, if any, are made in respect of prisoners in 
cases of political offences in respect of (7) food, and (2) 
clothing?

MEMBER in diaife of POLITICAL (JAILS) DEPARTMENT (the 
Honlrie Sir Provash Chunder Mitter): (i) The member is referred to 
rules 1052, 1055—1057, 1119 and 1121 of the Jail Code which prescribe# 
the nature of food and clothing for different classes of prisoners.
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The annual cost per heed for Indian prisoners on account of food, 
excluding the cost of vegetables, is Rs. 76-5 and for clothing 
Rs. 7-0-6. The annual cost per head for Europeans, Anglo-Indians 
and other persons classified a* such under rule 1041 is Rs. 214-2 for 
food and Rs. 29-12-6 for clothing.

(it) Special arrangements are made for State prisoners and persons 
detained in jail under the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1925. 
Persons whose offences are believed to have been committed with 
political motives are not given any different scale of diet or clothing, 
unless they are classified as “ special class” prisoners.

BabU MANMATHA NATH ROY: W ill the H on’ble Member be 
pleased to state the principle on which difference is made between 
Indian prisoners and European prisoners?

Tha Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I have nothing 
to add.

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: W ill the Hon'ble Member be 
pleased to state under what circumstances offenders are classified as 
“ special class ” prisoners ?

Th# Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I have answered 
that question already; i\ is in the rules laid down in the Jail 
Code.

Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: May I ask who classifies them as 
** special class ” prisoners?

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Under the provi. 
sions laid down in the Jail Code they are classified automatically.

Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: On what considerations? 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I have nothing 
further to add.

Babu PRATUL CHANDRA GANGULY: Will the Hon'ble Member 
be pleased to state whether the Chinese are considered as European 
prisoners?

(No answer.)
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Caleutta Pint Art Cottage, Dharamtalfa.

•28. Hr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Mem­
ber in charge of the Commerce D etrim ent be pleased to state whether 
the Government had received from the Secretary of the Press Em­
ployees’ Association a letter dated 20th July, 1929, regarding the 
deplorable condition of the employees in the Calcutta Fine Art Cottage, 
Dhammtalln, Calcutta?

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to lay on the table 
a copy* of the said letter?

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to stafo what action, if 
any, has been taken or is promised to be taken in the matter?

MEMBER in charge of COMMERCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blo 
Mr. M. C. McAlpin): (<7) Yes.

(b) A copy is laid on the table.

tr) The press was visited bv an Inspector of Factories on the 
16th January, the 29th May, the 22nd Julv. and, on receipt of the 
letter in question, again on the 29th July. Where conditions did not 
confonn to the Factories Act and Kules, instructions were issued to 
the manager to have them rectified.

Letter referred to in the reply to clause (h) of starred question No. 28.

Preec Employees’ Association.

17&y Bow bazar S t r e e t , 

Calcutta, 2fnk July , 1029.

n'o t t tf  Hon’pije Mr. M. C. McAlfin, c.i.e., I.C.S., Member-in-charge, 
Department of Industries, Government of Bengal (through the 
Director of Industries, Government of Bengal, and the Chief 
Inspector of Factories, Government of Bengal).

Sib ,
I beg to bring to your kind notice the deplorable conditions 

under which the employees in the Calcutta Fine Art Cottage, situated
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at 76, Dharamtalla Street, Calcutta, have to work. Before approach­
ing you, I should say that I addressed a letter to the proprietors of 
the said press requesting them to take urgent steps to remedy the 
alleged grievance#* to which a reply had been given which was any­
thing but satisfactory. In some canes the allegation had been denied, 
while in some cases a square answer had been evaded. As the 
employees of the said press are members of my Association, I request 
you in the circumstances to make a thorough enquiry into the matter. 
I am reliably informed that the allegations are true. I am also told 
that a gentleman from the office of the Inspector of Factories pays 
occasional visits to» the said press, but in spite of the repeated requests 
of the employees he has not thought it necessary to take any steps. 
I would, therefore, request you to send a trustworthy person to look 
into the matter. I wish our Vice-President, Mr. K. C. Ray Chaudhuri, 
m .l .c .,  and organising Secretary, Srijut Indu Bhusan Sircar, will be 
glad to accompany him and assist him in the matter.

The alleged grievances are:—

*(1) That in this burning heat the compositors are made to work 
under a tin shed with an apology of a punkha.

#(2) Thnt there is no arrangement for drinking water for the 
employees, the whole office having two tanks only of filthy water with 
wliich office work ran barely go on, and only one or two departments 
keep one or two jugs of drinking water, but then they are used up 
before 12 o’clock in the noon, and in this unbearable heat the thirsty 
workers are left quite helpless.

•(3) That in an office of about 300 employees there is only one 
latrine.

(4) That the employees are worked overtime for 3 hours, whereas 
in other offices the period .of overtime is 2$ hours only.

*(5) That the treatment accorded to the employees in paying out 
overtime wages is nofte too well—the office masters not only become 
annoyed and free of sj>eech, but material loss is caused to the employees
by deducting one anna per rupee from their just dues.

(6) That overtime wages are not paid regularly on Saturdays.

(7) That there is no regularity in the payment of monthly pay
though the pay-day is fixed for the 1st day of the next month.

(8) That there is no regular rule of increment of pay—while one 
gets two increment# in one year, another is perhaps rotting in the same 
pay for over five years.



1929.] r QUESTIONS. 149

*(9) That while a bell is rang* at the commencement to regulate 
attendance, nothing of the kind is done when the office closes at 
5-30 pm.

*(10) That fines are illegally and most arbitrarily levied for late 
attendance, there being no fixed rule for it.

(11) That absentees over five days in the month are deprived of 
all holidays and Sundays, and a few old hands who get an allowance 
of 10 per cent, are deprived of that also.

•(12) That no casual leave is grunted on illness or other unavoid­
able accidents, and late attendance is arbitrarily counted and included 
with the period of absence.

•(13) That on Saturdays the employees are detained and made to 
work till 4 p.m., while in the register they have to put down 3-30 p.m. 
as the time of departure.

•(14) In addition to the above I am also reliably informed that 
about 65 per cent, of the employees in the said press are victims of 
lead-poisoning.

The allegations marked with * calls for immediate redress.

Yours truly,

Mahindra  N ath  D as G u pta , 

Secretary.

Maulvi ABUL KASEM: Will the Honble Member be pleased to 
state which of the allegations stated in the letter referred to in the 
answer were found to be correct, and which of them incorrect f

Th# Hon'bl# Mr. M. C. McALPIN: The allegations in this letter with 
which this department are concerned are numbers (I), (2), (3), (4), (13) 
and (14). (2) and (3) were found to be correct, and in respect of the
condition of the tank, it was found to be dirty; the tank had not been 
cleaned for some considerable time and the water in it was not fit for 
drinking. The management was informed and promised to see to this. 
As regards (3)* the matter has already received the attention of the 
management, and it has been referred to the Building Committee of the 
Corporation, for sanction to their recommendation.
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Unstirred Questions 
(answers to whioh were laid on the table). 

Improvement of agriculture.

28. Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’bie Member in 
churge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to 
utate—

(i) what amount per acre was spent by Government in the year 
1927*28 for tht improvement of agriculture, and

{ii) what proportior of the total amount spent for agriculture in 
the year 1927-28 was spent for pay and allowances of officers 
and establish^ ent?

The Hon’ble AfhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: (i) and (ii) 
The member is referred to the annual reports of the Department and* to 
the budget estimate*.

tohomo for an Agricultural College.
29. Maulvi MUHAMMAD BAADATULLAH: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Member in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department aware 
of the crying need of an Agricultural College in Bengal?

(/>) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Mem­
ber be pleased to state what steps, if any, the Government propose to 
take for the establishment of such a college in Bengal at an early date?

The Hen’bie AlhadJ 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: (a) Yes.
(b) A scheme for the establishment of an agricultural institute at 

Dacca has been engaging the attention of Government for some time. 
The matter is still under consideration.

Babu SURENDRA MOHAN MOITRA: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state what has become of the scheme for agricultural 
education in the Rajtkahi district which was suggested?

The Hon*ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: I must ask 
for notice.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the Honble Member be 
pleased to state how long the matter has been under consideration as 
mentioned in clause (M of the answer—how many years, or decades?

The Hoifble Alhadj Bir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: The matter
has been under consideration for roughly about 7 or 8 year*. It was 
held up pending the report of the Royal Commission on Agriculture.
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Mr. MGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Hag the Hon’ble Member any
idea how many more years will it take to consider this matter?

Thi Hon "Mi AihadJ Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: I am afraid 
I am not able to make any prophecy.

Maulvi MUHAMMAD SAADATULLAHs Has there been any 
scheme in contemplation for the establishment of an Agricultural Insti- 
tute in Jadabpur in the suburbs of Calcutta?

Thi Hoit’bli AihadJ Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: Not that I 
am aware of.

MiUlvi ABUL KASEM: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to 
state who is now considering; the matter—the Secretariat or the District 
Officer?

Thi Hon”Mi AihadJ Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI I The Secre­
tariat. 

Non-ofTloial visitors if Jails.

Si. Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: (a) Will the Hon'We Member in 
charge of the Political (Jails) Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing* separately for each of the (?) Central Jails, 
(it) District Jails, and (m) Sub-Jails of the Bengal Presidency—

(t) the present number of nou-official visitors; and
(i«) the number of them that are Muhammadans?

(b) Is it a fact that in some jails and sub-jails there are no Muham­
madan non-official visitors?

(c) Is it a fact that there are some non-official visitors in some jails 
of Bengal who are not public men but are serving under Government?

{d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Mem­
ber be pleased to state the number of such visitors existing at present?

Thi Hon’Mi Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (a) A state­
ment is laid on the table.

(b) Yes.
(c) and (d) Fnder Jail Code rule G2 the holder* of certain poets are 

ex-officio visitors of the jail. There are 8 gentlemen, including 4 
Public Prosecutors and 1 High Court Judge, #ho do not hold any of 
tbe poets enumerated but who have been appointed visitors.
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of unstarred question
No. 30.

Number of Number of 
Name of Jail. non-official Muhammadan non*

official visitor*.

Midnapore
Alipore
Rajthahi
Dacca
Presidency Jail

Central Jails.

6

11

DiMrict Jail*.

Burdwan
8uri
Bankura Bontal Hchool
Hooghly
Howrah
Krifthnagar
Berhampore
JeMoro
Khulna
Dinajpur
Jalpaiguri
Darjeoltng
Rangpur
Bogra
Pabna
Mymeniungh
Faridpur
Barisal
Comilla
Chittagong

Nil.

Subsidiary Jails.

Katwa 2 NU.
AmumoI 3 Nil.
Kaina 2 Nil.
Rampur Hat .. 3 2
Bankura 3 Nil.
BUhnupur 2 Nil.
Tamluk 3 Nd.
Gkatal 2 NU.
Contai 2 1
Jhargram 3 Nil.
Ararabagb 3 NiL
Berampore 2 NiL
TOuberte 4 1
Diamond Harbour * NiL
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Number of Number of
Name of Jail. non-official Muhammadan r

visitors. 

Subsidiary Jails.

official viaitor

Baairhat 2 1
B in u t 2 1
Barrackpor© 2 I
Mehorpur 2 i
Kuahtia 2 Nil.
Chuadanga 2 1
Ranaghat 2 Nil.
Kandi 3 1
Jangipor© 2 Nil.
Laibach 3 1
Narail 2 Nil.
Jhenidah 2 Nil.
Magura 1 Nil.
Bongson 2 Nil.
Satkhira 2 1
Bagerhat 2 1
Biligun 2 Nil.
Kuraeong 2 Nil.
Kalimpoag 2 Nil.
Nator 2 1
Naogaon o Nil.
Thakurgaon 4 1
Balurghat 4 Nil.
Alipur Duars 3 Nil.
Gaibaiula 3 2
Nilphamari 3 1
Kungram 3 1
Sirajganj 2 1
Makia 4 1
Karainganj 2 1
Manikganj 2 1
Munahiganj 2 1
Tangail 4 2
Jamalpur 2 1
Kiahoraganj 3 1
Netrakona 2 1
Hajbari 3 1
Madaripur 2 Nil.
Gopalganj 2 1
Pirojpur S I
Patuakhali 2 1
Bbola 2 1
Brahman haria ., 2 i
Chandpur 2 1
Feni 2 1
Noakhali 2 XU.
Ow'i H aw 9 I
Wanfi— ti J Nil.
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Bengali and Urdu shorthand reporters.

31. Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: (a) Is the Hon'ble Member 
in charge of the Political Department aware that Bengali and Urdu 
shorthand reports are attempted to be taken of speeches?

(h) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state whether there is any 
recognised and scientific system of Bengali and Urdu shorthand 
reporting?

(c) If so, what is the name by which the system is known?
((f) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that while deposing in the sedi­

tion trial of Professor Jyotish Ghosh at Chinsurah one of the Bengali 
shorthand reporters stated that two persons w'ho have learnt Bengali 
shorthand according to the same system and under the same teacher 
cannot decipher and understand the report taken by the other?

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of discontinuing 
the employment of shorthand reporters who do not work in accordance 
with a recognised scientific system and whose notes cannot be checked 
or deciphered by anybody else?

MEMBER in oharge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble
Mr. A. N. Mehorly): (a) Bengali and Urdu speeches are sometimes 
taken down in shorthand.

(b) There is u reliable and accurate method of taking down in short­
hand, speeches in Bengali and Urdu.

(<*) No name has been given to the system.
(</) Yes.
(f) No. Government projKMe to continue to employ reporters whose 

work they believe to be accurate and reliable.

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Having regard to the 
answer to question (tf), will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state how 
the reliability and accuracy or otherwise of the report is determined?

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: In the first place, I would men­
tion that I understand that even two persons, who have been trained in 
the system of Pitman’s shorthand in the same institution, are not neces­
sarily able to read one another’s notes. In the second place, my 
friend has called my attention to the deposition. I have got a copy 
of it and I find at the end a note by the Court which runs as follows: — 
** The knowledge of the witness in Bengali shorthand was tested by the 
defence Counsel in various ways; he could read out his shorthand notes 
with ease; his notes before the Court tally with the exhibits in this 
ease.”
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Mr. WGESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Member aware 
that the portion that is read from the judgment refers to the witness 
reading his own notes after being prepared before he goes to the 
Court?

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Certainly.

Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Is the Hon'ble Member aware 
that the Courts have found that this short baud reporting is unreliable, 
both in the*Chief Magistrate’s Court and the trying Magistrate's Court 
in Chinsurah?

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I have read out the trying 
Magistrate’s statement as to the reliability of the report aud I think 
I should leave it to the House to form their own conclusions.

Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Is the Government going to 
insist upon shorthand reporting even after the pronouncement in the 
Courts that shorthand reports are unreliable?

M<*» PRESIDENT! l&at question has already been answered*

3-15 p.m.

Diet to prisoners.

32. Babu PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULI: Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Political (Tails) Department be pleased to 
state—

(t) whether it is a fact that different sorts of food which are called 
Bengal diet, Bihar diet, Punjab diet and Burmese diet are 
supplied to the prisoners; and 

(t») the reason for supplying different kinds of food to the different 
prisoners ?

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: <*) There are 
two scales of diet prescribed. The Bihar diet which contains a daily 
ration of T chattaks of rice and 5 of atta and the Bengal diet which con­
tains a ration of 12 chattaks of rice and no atta. Inhabitants of the 
Punjab, United Provinces anrf North-West Frontier Provinces are per­
mitted slight variations in the Bihar diet.

(it) The different scales date from the time whe î the Province of 
Bengal included part of Bihar and have been continued as they suit the 
requirements of many prisoners.
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Babu PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULl! Will the Hon'We Member

be pleaded to state, when there is nothing like Burmese diet in Bengal 
jails, why they accept Burmese prisoners from Burma?

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Because they 
are sent. 

Maidan to the south of tho Nator Munsif Court building.

88. Babu SURENDRA MOHAN MOITRA: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Public Works Department aware that the 
rriaidan (Government land) to the south of the Nator Munsif Court 
building, in the district of Rajshahi, was uBed by the boys for over 
half a century for football play and in fact it was the only play-ground 
in the Nator town?

(b) Is the Ilon’ble Member also aware that this year all on a 
sudden the play has been forbidden on the above ground under the 
orders of the Executive Engineer, Rajshahi, Public Works Department?

(c) If the answer to clause (b) is in the affirmative, are the Govern­
ment considering the desirability of inquiring into the case and take 
steps to remove the ban?

MEMBER in oharge of PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT (tho
Hoft'Me Mr. M. C. MoAlpin): (a) The site has been used for a number 
of years as a football ground, but it is not known when it was first 
used for that purpose. It is the only football ground in the immediate 
vicinity but others may be available on the out>kir(s of the town.

(b) The iifo of the ground as a football ground has been stopped as 
considerable damage has Wen done in recent years to the adjoining 
munsifi and other Government property as a result of football being 
played on the ground.

(c) It has already been known locally that Government are prepared 
to allow the ground to be used for football provided local responsible 
people takf steps in consultation with the District Magistrate and 
Executive Engineer to protect the munsifi from further damage, make 
good the damage done, and enter into an agreement for the use of the 
ground. So far this offer has met with no response.

Babh SURENDRA MOHAN MOITRA: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to stafce whether previous intimation was given to the 
people as to the fulfilment of the conditions mentioned in clause (c) of 
the answer?

Tho H0H%l0 Mr. M. & MoALPIN I I cannot say straight off. If the
hon’ble member presses for the information, I must ask for fresh notice.
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Canges Mill, Howrah.

34. Maulvi 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED* (a) I» the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Commerce Department aware—

(t) that there was a recent breakdown in the Ganges Mill, Howrah, 
and

(it) that some lives were lost owing to the accident?
(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 

Member be pleased to state whether the Government are considering 
the desirability cf making* an inquiry into the cause of the accident?

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether any com­
pensation was granted to the heirs of the deceased?

(d) Is the Hon’ble Member also uware that some wounded persons 
are still in the hospital?

(e) If the answer to {d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether any compensation has been given 
to them also?

Tho Hon’ble Mr. M. C. MoALPIN: (a) (t) and (t<) Yes.
(b) An inquiry has already been held by the Inspector of Factories 

in charge of the How'rah district.
(c) The requisite compensation for the dependants of the five 

workers who were killed was deposited in the Court of tbe Commissioner 
for Workmen’s Compensation, Bengal, and in four cases the money 
has actually been paid to the resjjective dependants.

(d) All injured worker# have now been discharged from the 
hospital and fit for duty.

<«) Yes.

Maulvi SHAM8UDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state what was the actual amount of compensation paid?

The Hon’ble Mr. M. C. MoALPIN: I must ask for notice.

Permission for oarrying lathies in the prooeeeiont at Pabna.

35. Srijut JOCENDRA NATH MOITRA: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Police Department aware that in the applica­
tion made by the Secret **y of the Pabna Hindu Sabha for a licence on 
the 16th of June last, permission for carrying only 20 lathiet in pro­
cessions was disallowed by the Superintendent of Police, Pabna?

(b) Is it a fact that only a few days after, the same Superintendent 
of Police granted licence to the Muhammadans permitting them to 
carry more than one .thousand lathies in their procession?
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(c) If the answers to (a) and (6) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the reasons for the differential 
treatment ?

MEMBER in oliarga of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. N. Moborly): (a) Yes.

(b) Yes.
(r) The Muhammadan procession was in connection with the 

Mohurrum and tbe carrying of lathies is a well-established feature of 
such processions. It was considered that the interests of the public 
peace required that no lathies should be carried during the Hindu 
Sabha procession, which did not form part of any established religious 
observance.

Malaria and Kala-azar in Burdwan and Jessoro.

38. KaviraJ BIMALANANDA TARKATHIRTHA: W ill tbe 
H on’ble Member in charge of the Local Self-Government (Public 
Health) Department be pleased to lay on the table u statement for the 
last 5 years, showing separately, for each subdivision, how many 
people died of (i) Malaria, and (ti) Kala-azar in the districts of 
Burdwan and Jessore?

MEMBER in otiargo of LOCAL SELF-COVERNMENT (PUBLIC 
HEALTH) DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’ble Sir Provash Chunder Mittor):
A statement is laid on the table.

Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question So. 36, show- 
iny the mortality from Malaria and Kala-azar in the subdivisions 
of the district of—

(a) Burthcan for five years (1924—28).

SuMlvUlon.

1W4. IM6. IMA. 1M7. IMS.

M»U-
rt».

Kmlft-
MM.

MaU-
rU,

KaU*
MAT.

Mala-
rU.

KaU*
U tf.

Mala*
cU.

Kala-
Mar.

MaU*
ria.

KaU-
Mar.

B«Ur M 9,SIM w 8,813 M 8,836 100 « 3 i l 99

Kate* «,M» 11 4 12 4,0*6 » M7» IS 1.746 14

K*tw« S.MO i 6 1 M U 100 1,M* 71

1,634 1 90S S 824 S 131 4 100 1

Total 1M7» n « 1M10 1M 17,70S 1X4 1ft,ITS f t ) 11,711 17*
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(b) Jettore for five year* (1924—28).

1984. 1026. 1926. 1927. 1928.
Subdivision.

Mala­
ria.

Sala­
a m .

Mala­
ria.

Kala-
asar.

Mala­
ria.

Kala-
asar.

Mala­
ria.

Kala*
asar.

Mala­
ria.

Kala-
asar.

Sadar 0,006 26 0,144 84 10,711 42 10,327 23 10,035 18
Jhenidah 7, 21 8,221 1 7,567 8 7,803 53 8.210 23
Magura 5,286 18 5,018 85 8,047 84 2,804 87 4,506 68
N trail 7,837 151 8,003 144 5,786 116 7,622 58 6.548 SO
Boogaoo 6,025 17 7,787 20 7,344 23 7,88^ 0 7,200 a

Total 87,674 212 88.263 208 34.405 273 36,44̂ 180 36,584 147

Government contribution to tho Distriot Boards for pertain purposes.

37. Srijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: Will the llon’ble Member 
in charge of the liocal Self-Government Department be pleased to 
stute what amount has l»een granted to the district Iwmrds of Bengal 
during the year 1928-29 as Govern merit contribution for-—

(i) anti-malarial works;
(i7) rural water-supply;
(in) anti-kula-azur campaign;
(iv) primary education;
(r) medical improvements; and
(ri) as loans for rural water-supply?

MEMBER in charge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT (the Hon*bl# 
Sir Provash Chuntfer Mitter): <0 Rs. 73,000.

(it) The giant of Rs. 2,50,000 for rural water-supply is not dis­
tributed to district boards but to District Magistrates.

(iit) Rs. 1,02,000.’ 1 
{iv) Rs. 21,75,005.
<r) Rs. 59,250.* 1 6 
(ri) Nil.

* Does not include any portion of tbe grants of E t. 4,85,080 paid for rural 
health units.

* Doe* not include allotment of drug* from Director of Public Health's provi- 
•ion of Rs. 30,000 for tbe purpose.

* Represents grants to tbana and village dispensaries.
4 Does not include allotments by Director of PubUe Health from his provi­

sion of Rs. 1,90,000 for free distribution of quinine.
* Does not include value of free smalV-po* nod cholera vaccine distributed, o r

grants from provision «f Rs. 50,000 for free vaccination.
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Sri jut TARAKNATH MUKHERJEA: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state why was th4 grant for rural water-supply distributed
to District Magistrates, and not to district boards?

The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUHD1R MITTSR: Because that 
vras the condition under which the grant was originally sanctioned.

Bebu MANMATHA NATH ROY: Will the Hou’ble Member be 
pleased to enlighten this House as to what happened to the scheme 
initiated by Government about 3 years ago for giving loans to district 
T)oards? Is there any likelihood of the scheme being given effect to?

The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: I refer the mem. 
*ber to the answer given yesterday.

Meulvi MUHAMMAD 8AADATULLAH: What wns the amount 
allotted to the District Board of the 24-ParganasP

The Hon’ble 8ir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: I want fresh 
notice of this. 

Diitriet Board, Jalpaiguri.

38. Mr. PR08ANNA DEB RAIKAT: Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Ix>cal Self-Government Department be pleased to 
state—

(i) why the elective system has not been introduced as yet in the 
constitution t-i the District Board of Jalpaiguri;

(it) why the formation of local boards and union boards in the 
districts hns not been completed as yet for the said purpose; 
and

(lit) what is the cau»e of such delay?

The Hen’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: (i) The Com- 
’imssioner’s proposals have been received and are being examined.

(ti) and (lit) On the recommendation of the Commissioner the time 
for completing the union board elections has been extended to the 
31st December, 1929, on account of the practical difficulties in making 
the necessary preparations during the rains. It may not be possible 
to form a local board before union boards are established.

District Board of Bankura.

SB, Srijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Jlember in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be
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pleased to state the exact amount allotted to the District Board of 
Bankura on account of augmentation grant from the provincial revenue 
for the year 1928-29 P

(6) What are the circumstances which led the Government to with- 
hold payment of this amount tc* the said district boardP

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to make a full state­
ment of the case together with the explanation submitted by the 
Bankura District Board?

(d) How has the amount withheld from the Bankura District 
Board been disposed of by the Government?

(e) Does the Government now contemplate restoring the full amount 
of the withheld augmentation grant to the Bankura District Board?

(/) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that a large portion of the 
augmentation grant in spent on water-supply in rural areas?

(g) Han the amount of uugmentotioh grant due for 1929-30 been 
paid to the Bankura District Board? If not, why not?

Tht Hoifbls Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: «i) No amount 
was allotted to the Bankura District Board on account of the augmen­
tation grant in the year 1928-29.

(b) and (r) Section 45 of the Village Self-Government Act requires 
that the district board shall make suitable grant* to union boards 
which have rai?*ed taxation under section 37 ib) of the Village Self- 
Government Act (for works of improvement). The union boards in 
the Vishnupur subdmsicn budgeted for Rs. 12,000 and those in the 
Sadar subdivision for 11s. 5,000 under this head in 1928-29, but the 
district board made provision in the budget for a grant of one rupee 
for the whole district. The attention of the Chairman was drawn 
in April, 1928, to the illegality of the action of the district board 
in refusing to meet its statutory obligation and he was invited to have 
the decision reconsidered. On the 10th June, 1928, the district board 
paused a resolution refusing to reconsider theii decision and a letter 
from the Chairman, dated the 25th September, 1928, made it clear 
that the board were deliberately opposed to the progress of union 
boards and tta t there was no likelihood that the statutory grant would 
be made. Oo*emment accordingly decided to withhold payment of 
the augmentation grant for the year 1928-29, as the district board, 
by refusing to make suitable grants to the union boards, had failed 
to fulfil the statutory obligation towards union boards imposed on 
it by the proviso to section 45 of the Bengal Village Self-Government 
Act, 1919. Moreover, from inquiries made Government were satis­
fied that the district board not only tried to thwart the formation of 
union boards in the district but was doing its best to wreck them.

i i
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(d) Rs. 9,500 out of the normal provision of Rs. 32,714 was placed 
at the disposal of the District Magistrate for distribution to union 
boards in the district. The balance was distributed through Com­
missioners to other district boards.

(e) As the provision for 1928-29 has been distributed there is no 
question of paying the grunt now to the Bankura District Board.

(f) Water-supply and grants to union boards are both among the 
objects of expenditure from the augmentation grant.

(y) Orders about the grant for 1929-30 are under consideration.

Srijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: With reference to answers
(d) and (/), will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state vrhy it was that 
only an uiuount of Rs. 9,500 out of the normal provision of Rs. 32,714 
was plated at the disposal of the District Magistrate for distribution 
to union boards in the district?

The Hon’blo Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: The matter was 
carefully gone into and calculations were made. If my friend wants 
to know the basis of the calculations, I must ask for notice.

LiOftficts for exciss shops.

40. Dr. MOHINI MOHAN DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Agriculture and Industries (Excise) Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that before the introduction of the 
fixed-fee system, there were many Bengali and non-Bengali licencees 
who used to hold the licences of more than one excise shop?

(b) Is it a fact that under the fixed-fee system an individual 
licencee cannot hold licences of more than one shop?

(c) Is it a fact that many licences have been granted to the sales­
men of the old Bengali and non-Bengali licencees?

(d) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the salesmen to whom 
licences have been granted are only benamdars?

(e) If so, will the Hon’ble Member be» pleased to state the reasons 
for the action of the Superintendents granting such licences?

(J) If the answer to (d) is in the negative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of instituting an inquiry into the matter?

MEMBER in starts of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
(EXCISE) DEPARTMENT (ths Hoii’IMo Mr. M. C. MoAipin): (a) Yes.
Under the auction system this was inevitable.
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(b) Y«. Combined licences, however, have to be issued in the 
case of small shops in outlying areas to ensure profits adequate enough 
to attract vendors of the righ-t class and to keep the number of places 
of vend within reasonable limits.

(c) There were some such cases.
(d) No.
(e) Does not arise.
(/) Government will be glad to institute inquiries if definite 

instances are given. The policy of Government has always been to 
refuse the settlement of excise shops with benatmiars.

Bengali political prisoners.

41. Babu PRATUL CHANDRA CANGULIS W ill the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing for the present—

(t) the names of the Bengali political prisoners confined in jails 
of different provinces; and

(it) the names of the jails in which each of them is detained P

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERs (i) aud (ii) 
Government do not consider it to be in the public interest that the 
information should be supplied.

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: W ill the Hon Me Member 
be pleased to *tate how public interest will be aflecteil if the names 
of the prisoners were supplied?

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I have nothing 
to add to my unswer.

Jail Warders.

42. Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Political (Jails) Department be pleased to state separately 
the present number of permanent (1) head warders, and (2) warders in 
each of the following circles of Bengal: —

(t) Presidency Jail,
(n) Alipore Central Jail,

(im) Midnapore Central Jail,
(it) Dacca Central Jail, an<J 
(v) Rajshabi Central Jail?
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(b) How many of them are Muhammadans in each circleP
(c) How many of them are inhabitants of Beng&l ?
(d) How many vacancies occurred up to the end of June, 1929, in 

each of the above circles after the reorganisation of the pay of Warder 
Establishment in August, 1928.

0) How many of these were filled in by Bengali Hindus and Bengali 
Muhammadans?

(J) Is it a fact that in many jails in the appointment of warders 
up-countrymen are preferred to the Bengalis?

(g) If the answer to (/) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Mem­
ber be pleased to state whether the Government are considering the 
desirability of issuing orders for the appointment of suitable Bengalis 
to the post of warders henceforth in all future vacancies?

(h) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that Bengali warders are not very 
well treated! by up-country head warders and warders who are pre­
dominant in those jails where the former exist?

The Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (a) ,  (b ), (r), (</) 
and (e) A statement is laid on the table.

(f) No, when suitable Bengalis are available they are appointed.
(g ) Does not arise.
(h) Government have no reason to believe that Bengali warders 

are ill-treated by up-country head warders and warders, but naturally 
the latter are on more friendly terms with their own countrymen.

Statement referred to in the reply In clauses (a), (b)t (c), (d ) and (e) 
of nnstarred question No, 42,

I
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Name of circle. Number of 
warders.

Number of 
Muhammadan 

warden.
1

Number of 
warders
who are 

inhabitants 
of Bengal.

1. Presidency Circle
2. Alipore Circle
3. Mkinapore Circle
4. Dacca Circle
5. Rajshahi Circle

301
272
202
21*9
284

62
28
23
20
19

Nil.
0
S

26
3

III

Number of Number filled Number filled
Name of circle. vacancies by Bengali by Bengalisince 

August, 1928. Hindus. Muhammadans.

1. Presidency Circle t « 8 Nil.
2. Alipore Circle 16 fi Nil.
3. Mionapore Circle •> Nil Nil.
4. Dacca Circle II 5 1
ft. Rajshahi Circle 1> 1 Nil.

District Judge, Bankura. 

43. Srijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: {a) Will the n.m 1hU
Member in charge of tbe Judicial Department be pleased to ntute 
whether it is a fact that the present District and Serious Judge, 
Bankura, hears cases and appeals in hi* private chamber and not i& 
open court ?

(6) Is it a fact that except on occjwionH of m*H«ion« trial he never 
sit# in the court-roomP

(c) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the public pleaders, clerks 
and litigant* are inconvenienced for thi«P

Tin Htft’Mt Mr* A* N. MOBERLY* (a) The District Judge hears 
miscellaneous cases and unimportant appeals in his private chamber.

(6) Sessions cases and all cases involving the examination of wit­
nesses and also important appeals are beard in open court.

(c) I t is reported that pleaders, clerks and the litigants have frm
access to the Judge’s chamber and that no inconvenience is felt by
any one.
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3-30 p.m.

Srljlft RADHA COVIHDA RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state from what source the answer to clause (c) was received?

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: From a report of the District 
Judge.

Srijut RADHA GOVINDA RAY: What was the necessity of his 
continuously sitting in his private chamber to try cases?

The Hon’ble Mr, A. N. MOBERLY: As a matter of fact I under­
stand that there was a glare in the open court and that the eyes of the 
District Judge were very seriously affected. It is under contemplation 
to change the court room now.

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon'ble Member be 
fdeased to enlighten the House as to the respective size of the private 
chamber and the open court room?

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not allow that question.

NOK-OFFICIAL BUSINESS. 

Non-oflleial Members' Bills. 

The Calcutta University Bill, 1929.

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: 1 ask for leave to introduce 
a Bill to amend the law relating to the University of Calcutta.

Mr. PRESIDENT: Dr. Banerjea has asked for leave to introduce a 
Bill to amend the law relating to the University of Calcutta. Is there 
any objection?

The Hon’ble Mr. M, C. MoALPINs We propose to introduce a Bill 
later on and 1 do not object at this stage.

The motion of Dr. Pramathanath Banerjea was then put and 
agreed to.

The Secretary then read the title of the Bill.
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Tht Calcutta Municipal (Amandmant) Bill, 1929.

Maulvi SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: I ask for leave to introduce a 
Bill to amend the Calcutta Municipal Act, 1923.

Mr. PRESIDENT: Maulvi Shamsuddin Ahmed has asked for leave 
to introduce a Bill to amend the Calcutta Municipal Act, 1923. Ik 
there any objection?

Tha Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: We do not
object toi the introduction of the Bill.

The motion of Maulvi Shamsuddin Ahmed wan then put and agreed
to .

The Secretary then read the title of the Bill.

Tha Hon*bla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: May I draw 
your attention to one thin*?. There i> I find on a subsequent paper 
which has been handed to me an amendment by Maulvi Tamisuddin 
Khan that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting public 
opinion thereon bv the l*t Novemler, 1929. Is it your pleasure that 
that should be taken first or the motiou for the Select Committee?

Mr. PRESIDENT: I should take the motion of the Select Committee 
first.

Maulvi SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Sir, I do not like to move the 
motion which stands in my name for a reference to u Select Committee. 
There is a motion for circulation for the purjxmft of eliciting public 
opinion. I accept that motion.

The following motion wan not moved: —

Maulvi SHAMSUDDIN AHMED to move that the said Bill be 
referred to a Select Committee consisting of the Hoti'ble Member in 
charge of the Local Self-Government Department, Mr. I). N. Itoy, 
Mr. Subha<t Chandra Bose, Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta, Babu 8anto*h Kumar 
Basu, Dr. Bidhan Chandra Rov, Babu Bejoy Krishna Bone. Maulvi 
Abdul Karim, Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee, Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, 
Maulvi Abdus Samad, Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy, Maulvi Syed 
Nausher Ali and the mover with instructions to submit their report 
before the next session of the Bengal legislative Council and that the 
number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be five.
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Mftlllvi ABUL KAtEM: May I rise to a point of order, Sir? The 
hon’ble member has not moved his motion for reference to the Select 
Committee. How can an amendment be moved when the original 
motion has not been moved.

Mr* PRESIDENT: I will consider your point and let you know my 
decision. In the meantime Maulvj Tamizuddin Ehan may formerly 
move the amendment.

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I move, by way of amendment, that 
the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting public opinion thereon 
by the 1st November, 1929.

THt Hon*bl« Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: We have no 
objection to thin amendment for circulation for the purpose of eliciting 
public opinion.

MftMlvi ABUL KASEM: I rise to oppose the motion for circulation. 
The Bill is a very simple one and it only concerns the Coesipore- 
Chitpore and the Garden Reach Municipalities which have now become 
a part of the Calcutta Municipality. I do not see why opinion from 
any and everybody on this measure should be taken who are not the 
rate-payers of those municipalities. The rate-payers have already ex­
plicitly expressed their opinion and there is no need for asking for 
outside opinion. I submit that the Bill be either referred to a Select 
Committee or considered in this House.

Mr, PRESIDENT: It has been pointed out to me that the amend­
ment which has been moved by Maulvi Tamizuddin Ehan is out of 
order as the member in charge of the Bill has not moved his motion 
for its reference to a Select Committee. In the present case, it is more 
or less a technical objection, the member in charge of the Bill having 
accepted the amendment in preference to his own motion for reference 
to a Select Committee. But all the same, I should like to seriously 
consider m to whether I should declare Maulvi Tamiauddm Khan’s 
amendment out of order inspite of the fact that the member in chaqre 
of the Bill has actually declared himself to be in agreement with th* 
spirit and object of the <aid amendment, or ask the member in charge 
of the Bill to move the amendment himself. I think I better tell 
him that I am prepared to accept that amendment as his, at short 
notice, if he would like to move it.

Mltflvl SHAMSUODIN AHMED: I move that the Bill be circulated 
for the purpose of eliciting public opinion thereon liy the 1st November, 
1929.
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M n« 4ITENDRALAL BANNERJEE. May I draw your attention 
to what had happened on a similar reference sometime ago. I was the 
mover of the Calcutta Rent Bill and there was a motion fur reference 
to the Select Committee standing in my name in the Agenda. There was 
also an amendment suggesting circulation for eliciting public opinion. 
What I did was to move my motion formally and when the other motion 
was moved I accepted it. If we do that now that would obviate that 
difficulty.

Mr. J. M. 8EN GUPTA: May I refer yon to section 52 <2̂  t6) which 
says that if the mpmbet in charge of the Bill moves that the Bill be 
referred to a Select Committee any member may move that the Bill be 
circulated for eliciting public opinion. I suggest that the mover should 
be allowed to move his motion for reference to a Select Committee. 
The member in charge of the Bill should have moved his motion for 
teference to the Select Committee, but for an understanding with the 
mover of the amendment. In that case he would directly com? under 
sub-clause 2 (b) of sectic n 52. That I think would be the correct 
procedure.

Mr. PRESIDENT: The object underlying section 52 (#), is to 
prevent any member other than the member in charge of th? Bill to 
move for its circulation or reference to a Select Committee, or in other 
words, to retard or accent ate the progress of the Bill What happened 
in the present case was not against the wishes of the memb?r in charge 
of th? Bill as he himself is for circulation. However, what has now 
been done under section 51 leaves no flaw whatsoever.

Mauivi ABUL KA8EM: Sir, if the hon'ble member hun not given 
notice of the fact that he wus going to move this amendment for circula­
tion inspite of his amendment for reference to a Select Committee then 
I submit that the mover has prevented me from moving an amendment 
for reference to the Select Committee myself.

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: To oviate difficulties would it not be 
advisable if we move that the Bill be referred to the Select CommitteeK

Mr. PRESIDENT: Nobody has asked for have, in the right form, 
to move such a motion at short notice. I  have already given my

• ruling in the matter and I think that what we have done now i» 
absolutely correct.

The motion that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
public opinion thereon by the l#t November, 1029, was then put and 
agreed to.
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Resolutions 

(on matters of general public interest).

Compulsory physical training and military drill to school boys and 
oollags students.

Babu BE JOY KRISHNA BOSE: Sir, I beg to move the resolution 
that stands in my name. It runs thus—

“ This Council recommends to the Government the urgent necessity 
of promulgating rules and regulations for making compulsory in all 
ochools for boys to take lessons in physical training and military 
drill, and in colleges for students to receive military- training.”

Sir, since 1924 this resolution lias been appearing in the agenda 
and at last to-day I have got the opportunity to move it. Owing to the 
opposition of Hon’ble Sir James Donald I missed the opportunity on 
22nd February, 1920, when my friend Mr. A. 0. Banerjee moved his 
resolution for making physical culture compulsory in all schools for 
boys between the ajres of 12 and IB. There is a great difference between 
his resolution and mine Mr. Banerjee only advocated rhe introduc- 
tion of lathi play, wrestling and swimming, whereas T am urging for 
the acceptance of a definite scheme for physical training and drill in 
schools and for military training in colleges. T am afraid there will 
be opposition from Government benches, for the words drill and 
military training may upset the equanimity of minds ot the bureau­
cracy.

I am well aware of the observations of His Kxcellency at a Convoca­
tion of the Dacca University held 2 or years ago. He said “ The 
Government of Bengal felt unable to support the University of Calcutta 
in their request for compulsory military service for all students.'* Un­
daunted by the observations from such a high quarter I beg to move my 
resolution to give expression to the views of the representative* of the 
people in the hope that the pressure of public opinion might induce 
the Government to change its views.

The need for physical training of our young men is admitted. The 
question is, how is that training to be imparted. It is well known that 
our boys and young men are physical wrecks—a hopeless, helpless, dis- 
spiriied and emasculated race. Medical observations disclosed that 71 
per cent, of our young men suffer from defects of the preveutible type, 
that two in three require attention, that only 8 p?r cent, are muscular 
and 92 per cent are physical wrecks, that the maximum physical effi­
ciency is reached at the age of 21 after which there is a decline showing 
the weakening of the power of resistance of the body and that 45 per
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cent, have stooping postures. In the piesent year 1,018 school children 
have been examined and their dietary collected. What is the result?—

Dental caries—23‘7 per cent.
Pyorrhoea—15*5 per cent.
Malnutrition—65 per cent.
Oastro-intestinal diseases (diarrhoea and dysentery)—21 *5 per cent.
Respiratory catarrh—34 per cent.
Enlarged cervical g la n d s  (a large per cent, tubercular)—75'8 

per cent.

It will be seen that 80 per cent, of the pupils require medical aid in 
one form or another. not thi* an appalling figure?

This is a sufficient indictment of the present system whereby no 
attempt in made to better the physique while the stuffing of ;he intellect 
is proceeded with. The Government or the people who remain unmoved 
after these disclosures are either rallous or heartless, but surelv less 
than human, if we were an indcpendant nation would we have allowed 
our national assets to decline and decay in ibis way. Our foreign 
rulers, believing that fo* ign armies would defend India in the hour of 
need, remain unmindful and they are satisfied with making us a nation 
of quill drivers. Th'v talk of Soviet intrigues, they defend our 
frontiers, to the bogey of North-Western Frontiers is added another, the 
North-Eastern Frontiers, they think that sedition will be killed bv the 
Indian Penal Code and by (‘rushing the manhood, by the rigours of 
jail discipline, they can for ever preside over the destinies of M50 
millions of people. Vain hope. Little do they count upon a contended, a 
peaceful, a free and a trusted people. If our young men are trained 
and trusted, if they are made contented, then the multitudinous horde* 
of the finest armies in ’he world will roll away like summer clouds 
before the serried ranks o1 Indians of all races and creeds fired with the 
lofty ambition to defend their hearths and homes and their country'.

What has the Government done to prevent this decay of our young 
men? In 1921 two circulars were issued—Nos. 37 and 38 of 9th April, 
1921, requesting teachers to l>e present when students played ou:-door 
games. In the me&ntime the need for physical education became strong 
owing to disclosures made by the Student Welfare Committee of the 
Calcutta University. I understand that in the last four classes of 
Government and aided schools some form of physical training is made 
compulsory. The top classes are exempted. No sane person would &ay 
this is a satisfactory state of things.

The Government ha# done another thing. At a time of financial 
stringency it has appointed from November last a Physical Director on
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a pay of Rs. 900 per mensem. The budget provides for his pay, travel­
ling, establishment and other allowances but nothing for (1) play­
grounds, (2) athletic gear, and gymnastic apparatus for schools and (3) 
the training' of teachers to impart physical education to the boys in the 
various schools in the Province. What will the Physical Director from 
a foreign land on a fat pay do? He will simply draw his pay, go on 
tour and draw up schemes to be shelved for want of funds. At present 
Government undertakes training of teachers—a cheap and inadequate 
course—for 6 weeks only, teachers coming from Government schools, 
but does not contribute a farthing towards the expenses for the training 
of those coming from uon-Government schools and colleges.

The supplementary budget of 1922 provided for n Physical Advisor 
on a monthly pay of Rs. 250 and Rs. 17,000 for playgrounds and 
Rh. 5,000 for athletic and gymnastic apparatus for schools. The most 
wonderful thing is, the latter two grants were subsequently retrenched 
and following a further progressive policy in retrenchment 
several posts of drill masters were abolished. So far no money hat 
been budgeted to levive those posts or to provide gymnastic apparatus. 
Now physical training is being taught imperfectly by ill-paid drawing 
masters and in some cases even by pundits. While Government cannot 
afford to revive the post of drill masters on Rs. 50 a month, it is not 
ashamed to import a costly Physical Director on Rs. 900 with allow­
ances and from England, a gentleman who is not conversant with the 
languages, customs, needs and habits of the boys. He will look upon 
the boys as living machines to be worked according to stated syllabus— 
which he will draw up—perhaps to be relegated into the “ solemn 
archives of oblivion's uncatalogued library.*’

In 1921 Dr. Mainwaring Holt, late Demonstrator, Sheffield Vniver- 
sky, was apjwinted on a fat salary as Physical Director of the Dacca 
University. He never rami to go out into the grounds, but indulged 
in ambitious schemes and edited long notes. He had to be sent away 
long before his term expired. Top heavy departments are started, 
square men are thrust into round holes, and we are familiar with the 
result.

What has the Calcutta University done in this connection? I am 
sorry to say precious little. In 1892, •% years ago, the matter was dia- 
cussed in the Syndicate—but the proposal was rejected by the Senate 
by 19 votes to 18. That panacea for all evils that flesh is heir to* 
vi*.t a committee, was appointed for detailed consideration and report. 
The committee never met. Kutnhhvkarana't slumber waa broken after 
<32 year* and on 23rd August, 1924, another committe? was appointed to 
conaider the question pf imparting physical education to atudenta which 
fortunately met and mibmitted a report which was adopted by the 
Senate on 26th July, 1925. The recommendation* of this committee are 
in entire accord with the recommendations contained in ray resolution.
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Then a correspondence ensued between the University and the school 
and college authorities on the one hand and the University and the Gov­
ernment on the other. I have no doubt that another generation of our 
boys would go down the vale of life before any workable understanding 
could be reached.

Difficulties are raised, apprehensions, .some real but mostly imagin­
ary, are entertained. The first criticism is, it is difficult to put the time 
for physical exercise during ordinary school hours from 10-10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. This* will disappear if a littU change is made. Make the 
ordinary school hours 10 a m. to 1 p.m. and again from 1*30 to 3 p.m.— 
the last two periods of the duration of 45 minutes each. After a recess 
of half-an-hour for rest (the tiffin hour being from 1 to 1-80 p.m.) 
students shall take physical exercise for one hour from 3-30 to 4-30 p.m. 
If necessary, reduce the hours for intellectual exercise—the classes— 
from 5 to 4 hours each day—that will not make our l>oys less intellec­
tually keen or fit.

The second objection is on the score of nourishment. What will the 
boys take for tiffin? I apprehend no difficulty in the muffassal. There 
the taste of the boys is not vitiated bv hankering for the poisoned 
sweetmeats of the markets, nor bv the taking of preparations of meat 
from cheap eating houses. Jfvri, murki, home made laddu
form their tiffin and they never grumble. Chapatis and molasses can 
be easily and cheaply supplied. If Calcutta students are only pre­
vented from seeing the Cinema shows and purchasing t i c k e t s  throughout 
the football season much c a n  be saved. It is a question of co-ordination 
between the guardians and tht authorities, supplemented by funds about 
which I have something to say hiter on. Then objections have been 
raised by Government to military training. I, will deal with them last.

Now with regard to physical exercise* for students. It is admitted all 
round, by all and sundry, that the days of persuasion are over. L Ama­
teurish advice and pious wish will not solve the problem. There is a 
Government curriculum of physical culture. There are some drill 
masters—ill paid and ill educated. The Calcutta University will like 
some drill, hockey, football, wrestling, club exercises, playing with 
sticks to be introduced. They are all very good but they do no: go far 
enough. What is wanted is a wpI 1-thought-out scheme, a provision for 
its enforcement and supply of funds.

There must be well-trained physical instructors, men who have got 
diplomas from a school for physical education which should be starred 
on the 1mum» of the school at Madras. It is necessary to create a per­
manent physical education staff as a branch of the Education Depart­
ment. Then in every school and college there must not only be space 
set apart for exercises bnt there must be full equipment. Public demon­
strations and inter-echool and collegiate competitions should be en- 
oeurag«d. The Province should be divided into units, the Calcutta
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schools and colleges into one group and all the rest into several units— 
with physical directors to supervise the whole working. There is need 
also for health propaganda among students. Those who go to sleep 
thinking that early marriage is at the root of physical deterioration, 
and unless social reforms are first made, nothing need be done, are 
wholly mistaken. They recapitulate half-a-century old copy-book 
maxims. It is seldom we come across now of girl wives and boy 
husbands. Economic troubles are bringing about social reformation on 
that head at least.

Over and above these forms of physical exercise I would insist upon 
all boys between the ages of 7 and 12 to be trained like Boy Scout* 
in all primary schools. Their attendance must be a part of the total 
class mark. All students from 13 to 16 must learn athletics and drill. 
Sometime ago Anglo-Indian boys were allowed to form cadets. Why 
not Indian lx>ys also? Physical and squad drill require no implements 
for exercise and can easily l>e introduced. A certain degree of physical 
efficiency must be shown to qualify the young students for promotion 
from one class to another. A school or college making no provisions 
for these would not be recognised by the Universities and if already 
recognised the recognition must be withdrawn, and students from them 
should not be allowed to sit at examinations. Such drastic steps are 
necessary. In order to ensure all these there must be a perfect co­
operation and absolute co-ordination among the various public bodies, 
the Government, the University, the Municipalities, the District Boards 
and the educational institutions. There must be a Central Board of 
Management consisting of representatives of all the various interests. 
All these various bodies must be made to pay. Apart from the athletic 
fees realised from strdents, the educational institutions must set apart 
a sum, from its general income. It should be supplemented bv fixed 
annual grants from local Universities and District Boards and liberal 
grants-in-aid from Government. The pay of physical instructors, cost 
of equipment, help towards tiffin in case of poor studentu all should be 
met from this fund. Where there is a will there is a way. The difficul­
ties are not insurmountable. To hang up the scheme and allow the 
nation to go to ruin are no longer desirable.

I next come to the most ticklish question, military training of 
college students. The Calcutta University supports the idea and want 
a scheme to be drawn up in consultation with the military authorities. 
The Shea Committee also supports the scheme. Bat the Government 
of Bengal throws cold water on the very idea. In their letter 
No. 3600Edn, dated the 23rd October, 1926, they say “ the correct 
policy at the present time would be to encourage the formation of addi­
tional battalions, companies or platoons of the University corps in suit­
able centres on a volun laity basis.” His Excellency tha Governor of 
Bengal said at Dacca tbat “ the military authorities should place no
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obstacle in tbe way of ai*y University or College forming a contingent 
of tbe University Training Corps provided tbat the University or the 
college authorities can guarantee a fixed minimum number of member* 
and can provide suitable officers/’

I am thankful for the little concession. But of the 30,000 college 
students how many can be taken in the training crops. Then again 
“ voluntary basis ” is a very illusive step. I would insist upon com­
pulsion, call it conscription if you like. With the shadows of the Great 
AVar overspreading all over us, Territorial Units were formed by a mild 
form of conscription. Those engaged in it knew how’ difficult it was to 
enlist our young mei* in the Army. The old Kshatriya spirit is dead 
and Government will not trust us. In Hindu times the Kshatriyas were 
set apart as the special fighting asset of the nation. Under Muhamma­
dan rulers cultured man were soldiers first and ratyees afterwards. 
Dynasties of soldiers with their retainers were the pillars of the State. 
L\en in early days of the East India Company the Bengalees were not 
so enervated and effete as they are now’ after nearly 100 years of British 
rule. Fear is at the bottom—fear and apprehension lest the Great 
Empire is lost one day. Let not the words “ Too Late ” he written on 
the portals of the Military Secretariat. Talk of reduction of the 
standing army, of the Indianisation of the forces, of an Indian- navy 
manned by Indian men and officers—all are empty dreams, political 
shibboleths to soothe the baby—so long as India may lie bled for 
Britishers to live and enM v and domineer over us. Sir, a Great Empire 
and a little mind go ill together. The British cannot remain here a 
day if after 160 years they cannot depend upon the quality of that 
rule—but depend ino«th upon the length and force of their arms.

The objections to military training of college students a* formulated 
by Mr. Lindsay in his al>ove quoted letter are—

<1) Cost of equipment and training of ‘10,000 college students will 
not be borne by the Military authorities, but must fall ou 
students or on provincial revenues.

(2) Large number of students are not physically fit for military
training.

(3) There are military penalties for refusal to attend drills or obey
orders.

(4) Hard marching, camp life, drill will not be popular.
(5) Opposition in many cases will result in indiscipline and tronbl#

in the corps.

I can at once say that except (1), vi*., the cost, all the other ground# 
are not worth serious consideration. Do not utter libel on a whols 
nation. The Bengalees are not a nation of cowards. Cowards are they
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who are afraid of giving us military training. Our Province had pro­
duced the greatest of leformers, scientists, lawyers, literaturars and 
politicians; given the opportunities it can yet produce great warriors. 
The Bengalees have got amiability, agility, intellect, initiative and 
command. They are without fanaticism and prejudice. These are 
military virtues of no mean order. They may not have the physical 
proportions of the Afghans, the Pathans, the Rajputs, the Sikhs or the 
Beluchies. But the Japs and the Chinese are not physical giants. The 
Bengalees are nimble in body, keen in wit, have got brains to assimilate 
and powers to initiate. They are docile and disciplined, respect for 
elders they learn from their cradle. A regular course of drill and 
physical exercises from youth will train them to bear hard labour and 
discipline is ingrained in them.

The real trouble is one of finance. Why th<? Military authorities 
will Dot pay 1 cannot understand. They do not bring money from their 
fatherland to defend oui borders. Extorting every pice from us they 
turn round upon us and say we will not train you to defend yourself. 
Nemises will come one day when it will be too late to learn. Then, as 
regards Provincial Revenue. They exist for the ordinary Police, for 
oostly tours, for oversens allowances, for Secret Service, for C. I. D., 
D.D., I.B., and S.B., for bands and carpets, yea, even for constables1 
Mosquito curtains; they exist for the carrying out of the recommenda­
tions of the Lee Commission and the Jails Enquiry Committee, for 
-exodus to hills, for tbe travelling allowances of all and sundry. They 
should not be touched to make men of our boys, to save the nation from 
decay and ruin. I earnestly commend my resolution to you and beseech 
you to make a beginning and it will l>e seen in 10 years that the scheme 
is a success and the false prophets of to-day, who scoff, will admire and 
•extoll the verv youth** whom they distrust and dwry.

4 p.m.

BftbU HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: Sir, the demand of a 
nation upon it* ruler for adequate provision for the physical culture 
and training so necessary for self-defence is but an honest, reasonable 
and modest one. A subject-nation, like ours, may have to make such a 
-demand, nay, often be refused, but every national Government of the 
world makes it its primary' duty to look to the health of its people and 
if it lags behind it is charged with criminal negligence of duty and 
-declared to be unfit for holding the sovereign power any longer.

We have been taught in our boyhood the golden maxims 14 a; sound 
mind in a sound body/’ “ When health is lost everything is lost.” Sirt 
what is true of an individual is true of a nation. But do we find our 
Tulers anxious for our health f  It reminds us of the days of Bengal 
partition agitation. Along with the idea of political emancipation it
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attracted the atteatioa of our leaders that political freedom is incon­
ceivable lor a physically weak and frail nation. And forthwith many 
gymnasiums were organised throughout Bengal for the physical culture 
of our boys. But our guardian—the Bengal Government—smelt sedition 
in those institutions—what was the fate of those institution*? Almost 
all of them had to discontinue their existence owing to the terrorism of 
the police within a few months of their birth. From that time our 
leaders tried in various ways to ameliorate the physical condition of our 
young generation. But the Government did practically take no step in 
the matter.

Let us now take a suiTev of the present condition of the health of 
our students.

From the report on the students welfare scheme we find that the 
percentage of the number of students classified as general defectives, 
has steadily risen during the last few years from 25*7 per cent, to 
•U‘7 per cent. In other words one in every three students is suiferinpr 
from some form of constitutional disease which requires immediate treat­
ment and attention.

The percentage of the number of students who have mime sort of 
detect or other i* 71 per cent., i.e., only 29 per rent, of the students may 
be said to be free from defect, and that the percentage of the number of 
students capable of standing erect is only about 57 per cent.

The other day the Hon’ble Mr. MoIhmIv told us that sufficient 
Bengalis of the required physical standard do not present themselves 
for enrolment as constables. I believe the Hon’ble Member would 
have been more accurate had he told us that sufficient Bengalis of re­
quired physical standard are not found.

4-15 p.m.
Is it not a fact that every year lots of candidates for Imperial and 

other services are found ineligible on medical examination? Is not our 
average span of life much shorter than that of other civilised nations? 
Does not negligence or rather want of physical culture among our boys 
contribute to a large extent to such a deplorable state of affairs? Sir, 
is it not an appalling or rather shoc king story to hear about «uch a 
state of health of our youths who are pillars of the nation?

How long shall we allow this to continue? Is it not high time to 
bring pressure on the Government to take active measures in the matter? 
From the official bench an excuse may be trotted out—I say time-worn 
excuse—that the Government is short of fund*.

Sir, whenever any demand has been made or any project was found 
necesaary to be taken up, for national welfare, we have got such a 
evaeive reply. We have got about 35 crom of rupees as revenue. Can

12
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we not set apart a few lakhs of rupees for such a nation-building project? 
I believe it is uot the want of funds but the want of sympathy and 
neglect of duty on the part of Government that stand in our way.

Now a question may arise why do *we choose military drill and 
military training among many kind* of physical exercises. The simple 
reply is this—that military drill and training teach discipline, punctu­
ality and obedience also and satisfy the cravings of a nation to be well- 
trained to defend its own motherland.

With these few words in support of the resolution moved by Mr. Bose, 
I take my seat.

Babu PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULI: Sir, I rise to support the 
resolution moved by the hon’ble member Srijut Bejoy Krishna Bose. 
The main reason for my great enthusiasm for the cause of compulsory 
physical and military training lies in the plainful and distressing sight 
of the physically unfit in overwhelming numbers among the young 
students of the country on the one hand and my faith in the wonderful 
efficacy of physical exercise in improving the physique and cultivating 
the qualities of smartness, hardihood, courage, discipline, etc., >o essen­
tial for the effective discharge of our civic duties on the other.

Sir, possibly no facts need be arrayed to prove that our physical 
deterioration is well nigh complete. It is quite palpable to those who 
have got eyes. The signs of physical breakdown are visible all around, 
throughout the length ar.d breadth of the country. A health parade of 
our University students disclosed some time ago the miserable condition 
ol the health of our students. The health of the future hopefuls of our 
country is appalling indeed, and should uot be tolerated even for a 
single day.

The demand for improving our physical fitness in general is urgent 
and immediate. The introduction of compulsory physical exercise 
among the youth of the country is sure to be of much help in the matter. 
But compulsion is only feasible among the students. Xow the question 
may arise as to why compulsion should be resorted to. The reply is 
simple. In an atmosphere of general physical unfitness of a serious 
nature we cannot expect the victims to take to regular physical exercise 
voluntarily. Their general physical breakdown and its consequential 
indolent and lethargic habits do stand in the way. So compulsion is 
indispensable.

But simply compulsory physical training will not do. We are out 
in an attempt to lead our country to the full stature of nationhood as 
conceivable by human intelligence so far. We are determined not to 
consider any obstacle insurmountable, and no sacrifice too great in tbe 
cause of such noble achievement. Tbe path is terribly arduous and 
beset with enormous difficulties (as our country by universal consent is
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sunk in t te  extreme depth of degradation). To tread along such a 
path successfully our young men needs be strong, courageous, disci­
plined and determined—and what other way is better fitted to 
impart tfeeae qualities in our young men but compulsory military 
training? I am sure our young men as such are inferior to no set 
of young men in any other part of the world. But for want of proper 
training facilities their capacity for achieving anything is practically 
non-existent.

Compulsory military training among our University students would 
cure much of these ills and fit them for service in the cause of Having 
the country from foreign aggression and helping it to progress and 
liberty.

So, says logic, but I am not sure whether force of logic appeals more 
to our friends on the opposite rather than the logic of force.

The resolution under discussion is one of vital importance to us here 
and we can ill afford to manage without it but the possibility is that 
the recommendation may fall flat on the members opposite. We are 
painfully aware that we are quite helpless in the matter of introducing 
compulsory military training without Government support.

But their seats are safe as they are deeply entrenched here in their 
positions backed by strong physical brute force and no power on earth 
can dislodge them from these positions of power and authority unless 
armed with a similar force.

This is the logic and this is the reasoning that they understand quite 
easily and I hope my non-official friends will gradually W awakened to 
the realities of the situation and not devote the whole of their time and 
energy for the development of powerful logic alone. I would appeal 
to them to see that, even if the recommendation which is indispensable 
for our very life as a nation be not accepted by Government, we 
receive sufficient encouragement from my non-official colleagues, in our 
attempt to develop universal military training on a voluntary basis 
among the youth of the country. In spite of possible attempts from 
the other side to crush the movement, signs whereof are already visible 
in different parts of the country, with the help of laws of questionable 
nature.

The demand for the development of force-factor in the body politic 
must be complied with by all wishing well of the country. With these 
remarks, I support the resolution.

Babu SANAT KUMAR RAY CHAUDHURI: Whilst charging 
Government with neglect we cannot exonerate ourselves for not having 
obtained physical culture and military training in the manner that we 
ought to have got. Possibly that is due to the glamour of University 
education. We have now cone to understand bow much we have lost.
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In fact if you look at the columns ot the newspapers you will fine! every 
day the useleisnesa of our men demonstrated in either fighting with 
dacoits or protecting their women from abductors, or in other spheres of 
life, and it is became of this that this motion has been tabled by my 
friend Babu Bejoy Krishna Bose. While there is something to be said in 
regard to physical training, the name thing cannot be said about iniluafy 
training which can only be given under the aegis of the Government. 
As regards the utility of military training, there can be no two opinions 
about it; it has been said that objection has been taken to military 
traiuiug on the score of cost. But if you have a body of men trained 
in arms near at hand to help you in time of need, there will be a large 
reduction in military expenditure in the shape of transfer of troops from 
one place to another. There is another aspect which attracts our atten­
tion in regard to the value of military training, and that is th is: one 
defect in our national life in the present day is want of co-operation 
amongst ourselves. If a dacoit or a thief comes to a man’s house, it is 
very rarely that the other villagers go to his assistance, and the lesson 
that military training gives cvervliody is co-operation. If compulsory 
military training is introduced it will no doubt be a blessing to the 
people. There is another thing which my friend Mr. Bejov Krishna 
Bose has already remarked upon about making military training com­
pulsory. I think that the only way to make it compulsory and accept­
able to all, will be to say that unless you have secured a certain number 
of marks at the military examination, you will not be allowed to pass 
civil examinations. At the very first opportunity we should make 
military and physical training compulsory subjects in all the TTniver- 
nitics.

Maulvi SHAM8UDDIN AHMED: I rise to lend my support to tbe 
resolution moved in this House by my friend Babu Bejoy Krishna Bose. 
There is some defect in the system of education imparted in this Pro­
vince. I know the health of the students is certainly very bad, but if 
we want to improve the condition of the health of our young men, 
certainly physical training must be made compulsory. It might be said 
that even in other countries, even in England for instance, there is no 
compulsory physical training in schools. It may be true, but all the 
same when we see that the health of our young men is deteriorating daily, 
it is certainly the duty of Government to see that the condition and 
health of the youth of the country are improved. This is also our duty.

rwHivni wi

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m., on Thursday, the 8th 
August. 1929, at the Town Hall, Calcutta.



Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
fro provisions of the Government of India Aot,

T he Council met in the Council Chamber m the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the 8th August, 1929, at 3 p.m.

Present:

Mr. President (tie flon’hle Raja M anmatha N ath K ay Chau- 
d h e r i , of Santosh^ in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of the 
Executive Council, and 118 nominated and elected members.

Names of the eieeted members to the Public Aooeunts Committee.

Mr. PRESIDENT: The hon’ble members are aware that a ballot 
took place yesterday for election of members to the Public Accounts 
Committee. The House will be interested to know the names of the 
members returned—

Khan Bahadur Mavlvi Alimuzzaman Chaudhuri.
Babu Xaliniranjan Sarker.
Babu San tosh Kumar Basu.
Babu Be joy Krishna Bose.
Mr. W. H. Thompw.
Mr. Jogesh Chandra Gupta.

Starred Questions 
(to whioh oral answers were given). 

Air survey in Malda.

•2S. Babu HOMES CHANDRA 6ACCHI: </i) With reference to 
the reply given to starred question No. 54 (d) at the meeting of the 
Bengal Legislative Council held on the 27th February, 1929, will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to 
state whether the Air Survey Company in charge of the Malda survey 
work have actually refunded the amount of Rs. 1,03,400 drawn by them 
aa remuneration ?

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state the re awns therefor P

(c) Is it a fact that the same company are agsin going to start 
the air survey of the name district?
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(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to state the reasons for entrusting the survey work 
to the same company?

(e) Was it not a fact that the original contract was cancelled on 
account of the failure of the company to perform the survey owing* to 
their want of proper scientific knowledge?

MEMBER in oharge ot REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Provash Chunder Mitter): (a) No.

(h) As difficulties and complications might have arisen over the 
question of the cancellation of the contract and the refund of the 
money advanced, the company was informed that they would not be 
called upon to make an immediate refund if they accepted the position 
that the contract was rightly cancelled, and in that case they would 
be allowed at their own risk and expense to produce satisfactory maps 
of a block of 130 square miles (the area to be surveyed for the whole 
district being about 1,600 square miles). It was further stipulated 
that if the company accepted the position about the cancellation of the 
maps and tried at their own risk and expense to produce satisfactory 
maps of the area mentioned above, Government would be the sole 
judge as to whether the maps were to be accepted or not.

(r) New maps have been recently prepared by improved methods 
on the basis of the existing air survey for about 100 square miles in 
Malda. These maps appear to be accurate, but pending the result of 
thorough test now in progress, no decision on the question of restart­
ing air survey has been arrived at.

(d) Does not arise.

(c) The previous failure of the company was primarily due (£) to 
their own inexj>erienee of local conditions; (it) to the inexperience of 
the local staff recruited by them.

Babu ROMES CHANORA BACCHI: Will the Honble Member 
be pleased to state whether the Government inquired about the pre­
vious experience and knowledge of the Air Survey Company in dis­
trict survey work before ent?ring into a contract with the company; 
if so, which district the} surveyed l>efore they took up survey work 
in Malda?

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: If the
hon’ble member refers to the original contract, so far as I am aware 
I do not think they did any district survey in Bengal barring the 
survey work in Chittagong. But that was befor? my time, and I
must ask for notice if my friend wants an accurate answer.
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Mr* MCEBH CHANDRA CUPTAs With regard to answer (e), in  
not these improved methods the some os the measurements taken by 
ordinary Amins ? 

Tf*0 Hon’blo Sir PROVASH CHUNDER M ITTERi So far as I
am aware, it is not.

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Has the Government any 
information as to what improved methods they are at present employ­
ing in order to secure accuracy?

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER M ITTER: I had informa­
tion on the point in April last, but I do not remember it at present. 
I had a conference of experts on this matter.

Babu SANTOSH KUM AR BASU: Will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleased to state whether the company has, as a mattpr of fact, 
accepted the position that the contract was rightly cancelled?

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER M ITTER: Yes, I have 
already answered tha1.

Babu SANTOSH KUM AR BASU: Will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleas?d to .state whether then was any penalty c la u s e  in the original 
contract ?

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER M ITTER: So far as I
remember, there was no penalty clause, but on the failure of the con­
tract they would be bound to refund the money; but they did not 
admit that there was a failure of the contract. We said that it was 
a failure, and they accepted that decision.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GU PTA: Is the Hon'ble Member 
aware that if the survey had been undertaken in the ordinary way 
by Amins, the cost would have been thp same and the measurements 
would have been accurate without any doubt?

Tho Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER M ITTER: That que«tion 
has been dealt with in a subsequent question to-day.

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether any legal advice was taken before the company 
accepted the position?

Tbe Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER M ITTER: I do not
understand the question. We said that the contract was rightly 
cancelled and ultimately they accepted the position.
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Maulvi EYED MAJID BAKSHl My question ii  whether Wore
coming to a decision on the point, legal advice was taken,

Tht Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Before
advising the company that their contract has been rightly cancelled, 
legal advice might or might not have been taken.

Air survey fn Malda.

*30, Babu RISHIKESH MITTER: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Hevenue Department be pleased to state what 
steps, if any, have been taken to recover the cost of the air survey 
in the district of Malda from the Air Survey Company, Limited?

(b) h  it a fact that the name company have been given another 
contract for the air survey of the said district?

(r) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to state the reasons for giving such a contract to the 
name Air Survey Company, Limited?

The Hen’bleSir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: ui) The member 
is referred to the reply given to clauses (a) and (h) of the question 
asked by Babu Romes Chandra B age hi on the same subject at this 
meeting.

(6) As explained in answer to the question of Babu Romes Chandra 
Bagchi an experimental contract for the production of new maps by 
improved methods on the existing air survey for 130 square miles has 
been entered into with the company.

(c) The contract is purely experimental and was not entered into 
until then was a definite prospect of success. If the experiment fails 
nothing would, under the contract, be payable to the company. The 
increasing importance of aerial photography, as an economical and 
accurate method of survey, justified the continuance of the experiment: 
the contract was placed with the same company as no other agency waa 
available,

Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: Will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleased to state whether some of the members of this Air Survey 
Company, Limited, are retired Government officials of the Indian 
8urvey Department?

The Hen’ble Sir PROVASH SHIMMER MITTER: I am not
quite aware as to whether some of the members are retired officers 
of the Indian Survey Department, but I am aware only of this that 
a retired member die! mp in this connection; I am aot aware 
whether he is a member of the company.
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M mi tyALINI RAN<f4N BARKERS I» it a fact tlu t a Government 
official in aji exalted position put pressure on the Hon’ble Member 
to encourage the compiny in their experiment?

H r. PUBS I D ENT: I do not allow that question.

Baby NALINIRANJAN SAR KER ; But it is a question of (ad. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CU PTA : Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to enlighten this House as to the extent of econonfy con­
templated by aerial survey?

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER M ITTER: My friend 
will find that answer dealt with in answer to the next question.

Babu NALINIRANJAN SAR KER : Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state wheth?r *ny high Government official has ever requested 
the Hon’ble Member to encourage this company?

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not allow that question.

Babu SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state the Lame of the gentleman who saw him in this con­
nection?

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not allow that question.

Babu SANTOSH KUM AR BASU: Dots the Hon’ble Member con­
sider that this interview with him was confidential, and cannot be 
disclosed to this Council ?

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER M ITTER: No, it wat
not confidential. He only pointed out to me certain aspects of the 
question.

Babu SANTOSH KUM AR BASU: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to disclose the interview, or the substance of the interview 
which took place on that occasion, and the name of the gentleman 
who interviewed him?

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER M ITTER: Although I 
can object, I do not waut w—

Mr. PRESIDENT: Wh*n you say that the interview was not 
confidential, how could you now refuse to answer the question?

The Hovfble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER M ITTER: I can object 
to giving the name, bur I am not objecting. The gentleman who
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aaw me was Mr. Tandy, a retired member of the Indian Survey 
Department The interview took place many months ago, and all
that he wanted to point out to me was why the previous survey results 
were not satisfactory, how it was inaccurate, how it could be made 
accurate, and so on. It was more or less a technical matter.

Mr. 4. M. SEN GUPTA: I want to ask a very simple question. 
Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to tell us if this company was 
recommended to him by <tnyone; if so, by whom?

TH| Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNOER MITTER: The contract 
took place long before my time. From enquiries I have mads, 1 
understand they had a previous contract in Chittagong.

Mr. «t. M. SEN GUPTA: That is no answer to my question. My 
question is: was this company recommended to Government by any­
body, and if so, by whom?

Th« Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNOER MITTER: It was before 
my time, und I do not think I cun answer it.

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do I understand that you do not know the 
name?

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: No, there was 
no recommendation made to me by anybody.

Babu NALINIRANJAN SARKER: Will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleased to state if any recommendation was made to waive the penalty 
payable by the company?

Tho Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: No. 

Cost of survey and settlement.

•SI. Babu RISHIKESH MITTER: Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the JRevenue Department be pleaded to state—

(i) the rate of f*ost per square mile of survey and settlement 
according to existing methods* and 

(f7) the rate of cost per square mile of survey and settlement on 
the basis of w iaJ survey?

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (<) The rates 
vary according to local conditions. For Malda, the estimated cost 
comes to Us. 1191*35 per square mile.

(ii) Air survey is only in an experimental stage, and it is not 
possible to say at present *what the ultimate cost rate will be. There 
ta every reason to believe that it will be cheaper than existing methods.
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3-15 pan*,

Mr. KKSESM CHANDRA CU P TA t Will the Hobble K m t e  U
pleased to state whether the Government considered that the Amins 
who do this kind of work will be out of employ and the Air Survey 
is bound to be less accurate than the actual measurement* made in 
the fields by Amins?

The Hon’ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER M lTTER : Tbe matter is 
still under consideration. It will depend on the results to which 1 
have referred in answer to a previous question. So I cannot say 
whether it will be less accurate, or more accurate, but so far as the 
experiment is concerned, it is very satisfactory.

Mr. ilOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Hon'ble Member aware 
that when Amins are euployed to measure the land, the people who 
own the land have an opportunity of seeing, helping and checking the 
measurements, but that is not the case in the case of an air survey?

Mr. PRESIDENT: V ou are more or less advancing an argument 
and I do not think I should allow that question.

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: It is only a question. I only 
want to know whether Government overlooked this fact.

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order. order. I think that point was suffi­
ciently answered by the Hon’ble Member when he said that the whole 
thing is merely an ex]>eriment and that he was not in a position to be 
very definite about it.

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA G UPTA: I want to know when the 
question of the unemployment of so many people was concerned, 
what reason led the Government to launch into such an experiment, 
the results of which are yet not known.

The Hoft’blo Sir PROVASH CHUNDER M lT T E R ! The first 
reason was that a good deal of peculation could be stopped. The 
second reason was that in an unhealthy district the work could 1m* 
done more expeditiously, and the third reason was that the experiment, 
if proved successful, wan bound to l>e accurate. But as I have said, 
we have not come to any final decision.

Numbor of Lowsr Division Solootion grado posts in tho Bengal 
SoorttariaL

•32. Kad EM DADUL HOQUE: With reference to the reply 
given to unstarred question No. 41, at the Council meeting held on
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the 11th February, 1929, will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the 
Finance Department be pleased to lay on the table a statement show­
ing at present, department by department of the Bengal Secretariat,—

(t) the number of 13*rer Division Selection grade post*;
(it) the number of these posts already filled up;
(Hi) the number of vacant posts;
(iv) the number of liower Division assistants eligible for lower

Division Selection grade posts who could not get them
owing to the 10 per cent, limitation; and

(v) how long the eligible candidates have been drawing Rs. 150?

MEMBER in oharge of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’biO 
Mr. M. C. McAlpin): A statement is laid on the table.

Statement referred to in the reply to starred question AJo. 32.

Department#.

Number
of

Lower
Division
Elec­
tion

grade
posts.

Number
of

these
posts

already
fitted
m>-

Number
of

vacant
post*.

Numl>er of 
Lower Division 
awiManta eligi­
ble for Lower 
Division Selec­
tion grade posts 
who could not 
get them owing 
to the ten per 
cent limitation.

How long the eligible 
candidates have been 

drawing Rs. 1&0.

Chief Secretary's Offlr* .. 4 2 2 Nil Does not arise.

Ee venue 3 1 2 Nil Ditto.

Finance fl 3 9 Nil Ditto.

Irrigation 1 1 Ml 1 Since lfttfi November, 1927.

Agriculture* and Induntrlc* 2 2 Nil Nil Does not arise.
Local Self-Government 2 3 Nil Nil Ditto.

Education 1 1 Nil Nil Ditto.

Public Woriw S I 1 *U Ditto.

LflfMative 1 1 Nil 2 One for about 2 yean and Um 
other for 4 yean 6 months.

SHJut RADHA COVINOA RAY: With reference to column 5 of 
the statement, will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that the absence of a general Secretariat ratio between the 
upper and lower division assistants in the Legislative Department is 
the cause of this detention?

Tho HoiflMo Mr. M. G. MoALPIN I I think the qu«tion should 
be addressed to the Member in charge of the Legislative Department.
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Mr. V M S  I D EN T I Bwidet. it appears to me to be more or less a 
matter of opinion, and I do not think Mr. Ray should iunwt upon an 
answer.

Srijut RADHA COVINDA R A Y: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state when the present incumbent in the only selection 
grade post in the Legislative Department is expected normally to 
retire?

Tha Hon’ble Mr. M. C. McALPIN: Thin question refers to the 
Legislative Department, and I am not in a position to answer it.

Kazi EM DADUL HOQUE: W ill the H on’ble Member be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that the rule of lim itations does not 
affect the case of the assistants of the leg is la tiv e  Depaitment referred 
to in column 5 of the M atem ent; also whether the ratio between 
upper and lower division posts in the Secretariat has been maintained 
in the L egislative Department?

The Hon’ble Mr. M. C. MoAlpin: It is again a question for the 
Legislative Department; however, I m ight explain for the information 
of the member that this statement has merely l>een co-ordinated by 
the Finance Department.

Alleged sale of new machines In the Jail Press.

*33. Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department be pleaded to 
state whether it is a fact that in the Jail Press new machines imported 
from England are sold away at a reduced price before they are unpacked?

(b) If the reply to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whet nteps, if any, do the Government 
intend to take in the matter?

(r) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing, year by year, for the last 10 years—

(0 the numbei of machines purchased and fcold;
(«) the date of their purchase;

(iti) the date of their sale;
(it?) original price of each; and 
<v) eale price of each?
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MEMBER in oharfi of POLITICAL (JAILS) DEPARTMENT  
(the HMi’bto Sir Provash Chumfer Mitter): (a) and (c) From the 
statement laid on the table it will be seen that no machines purchased 
in the last 10 years have been sold.

(b) Does not arise.

Statement referred to in the reply to clauses (a) and (c) of starred 
question No. 33.

Class of machine. Num­
ber.

Date of 
pufohaae.

Original
coat.

Book 
value 
on 1st 
April, 
1001.

Date of sale. Sale
price.

1919-1922. Ba. Ba.

No machinery sold.
ms.

1.

2.

3.

Paper-rutting Machines 

Envelope-punching Machines 
Type-ca*tlng Machines

2

2
4

Not traceable a* 
book* only go 
back a* far aa 
1001 and the ma­
chine* were iiur- 
chaaed before that 
date.

1,044

949
772

28th April, 1928 .. 
Ditto 
Ditto

900
200

1,375

1924.

No machinery *old.
ms.

1.
2.
S.

Printing Machine 
Hand J 'r iw t 

Printing Machine*

1
20
3

Not traceable aa 
book* only go 
back a* far a*
1901 and the ma­
chine* were pur­
chas'd before that 
date.

1,040

0,000
8,120

20th August, 1925 
Ditto 

1st September, 1925

1.050
5,200
2,550

ins.
1.
2.

8.
4.

Type-casting Machine* 

Hand Preta 
Printing MachlDc 
Hand Press

4
1
1
1

Not traceable as 
book* only go 
bark aa far aa
1901 and the ma­
chine* were pur­
chased tiefore that 
date.

772
232

1,040
68

12th January, 1926 
25 th January, 1920 
9th February, 1920 

Ditto

400
845

1,000
100

6. Hand-paging Machine* 2 170 12th February, 1920 1ft
mi.

1.
2.

S.
4.

Wlre-scwlng Machine 
Bookbinder** Hot Pre*a . .  
Stereo 8aw Bench 

Circular Saw Bench

1
1

3

Not traceable aa 
book* only go 
back a* far aa 
1901 and the ma- 
chine* were pur- 
chaaed before that 
date.

1,806 
192 

}  “
19th July, 1927 .. 

Ditto

Ditto

03

170

(a) 16S

ft. Treadle N unibrring Machine* 7 2,100 Ditto *00
e. Screw Cutting Machine* S

Ea.
612 Ditto

7. S tem  Hot Prt*s 2 «0th June, 
1901.

787 Ditto 70

Stofto Saw Batch 1 MMo SU
ms.

No m m dU m n «**.

<•) t a n  Ko. I v u n M wttfe IUcm t  asd 4 hi oae lot by pobtte avettas and Um wfcoto la* naltaad Ba. IIS 
ofttar*
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Eradication of water-hyaointh.

•34, Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon'ble Member 
in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to 
state whether it is in the contemplation of Government to take any 
action in the near future for the eradication of water-hyacinth ?

MEMBER in charge of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Alhadj Sir Abdelkerint Chuxnavfyt
Yes, but Government arc awaiting the introduction of a private Bill 
on this subject of which notice has been given.

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased 
to state whether Government thinks it has a duty in this matter 
apart from waiting for o private Bill?

Mr. PRESIDENT. That is no question.

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state what action Government it* contemplating beyond 
awaiting the introduction of a private Bill?

The Hon’ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: Government 
can only await *he B ill first before taking any action.

Babu SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Does the Hon'ble Member 
think that the duty of Government consists in merely waiting?

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is no question.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state if Government have received a Bill and propose to 
take any action on the Bill?

The Hon’ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: Govern­
ment are going to examine that Bill.

Mr. 40CESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state how many years or decades Government will take in 
considering the Bill?

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is no question; I do not allow that.

Mr. N CESM  CHANDRA QUPTAl I ask how long will Government 
take to consider this Bill?
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Mr* PRESIDENT: That is more or lest an ineinuation. You know 
that is not permissible.

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to enlighten the House as to how long Government will take 
in considering the Bill that has been sent long ago?

Mr. E. C. ORMOND I On a-point of ord«r, Sir, is the supplementary 
question in order? Does it arise out of the main question?

Mr. PRESIDENT: The point is that the members are anxious to 
know whether this Bill is being considered by Government and whether 
Government is doing all (hat could possibly be done in the matter.

Mr. E. C. ORMOND: With due respect to your decision, will it 
not be time for these questions when the Bill is introduced?

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 think not for the simple reason that the*e 
questions are not questions with regard to the details of the Bill. In 
the present case, the questioners want to have an idea of time.

The HOfl’Me AihadJ Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: Govern­
ment must consider and wait till the Bill comes before the Council.

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Member aware 
that the Bill embodies mainly resolutions which were accepted by 
Government in previous conferences over this matter?

The Hon’ble AihadJ Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: I under­
stand that some of the resolutions that were passed at the Conference 
in Dacca have been embodied in the Bill.

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: Does the Hon’ble Member know of 
any new proposal s%ffcested in the Bill in addition to what was accepted 
in the Government Conference?

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble Member should not have answered 
Mr. Gupta’s question and should not answer this. Supplementary 
questions, I think, should arise out of and be intimately connected 
with the main question. The main question was put to elicit informa­
tions with regard to Go\ernment*s actions for the eradication of water- 
hyacinth. The principal questions did not make enquiries about the 
Bill, so I think it is b*tt*r not to ask any question about the details 
of the Bill.
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Babu SANTOtH KIIMAR BABU 8 On a point of information, 
Sir, do not your remarks relat? to the questions originally put, as well 
as the replies given bv the Hon’ble Member?

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 es, it is so; but each case has got to be 
judged by its merits.

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: May I know whether in view 
of the reply given by the Hon’ble Member that Government are await­
ing the introduction of a private Hill on the subject, this question 
might not arise?

Mr, PRESIDENT: It does not, although some broad questions 
may be put about the Hill since the Hon’ble Member has mentioned 
it in his answer. What I mean to say is that until the Bill has been 
introduced in the Council, members putting supplementary questions 
should not press for informations with regard to its details only be­
cause the Bill has beer casually mentioned in the Hon’ble MemW s 
reply.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Were the Government expect 
ing any private member to bring forward a Bill on the subject?

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 do not allow that question.

Water-hyaointh pest 

*35. Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bahadur:
(a) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Agriculture and Indus­
tries Department be pleased to state whether the Government intend 
to take any early step to combat the water-hyacinth pest in Bengal ?

(6) If so, when and in what way?

Tha Hon’ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: (a) and
(b) The member is referred to the reply given to a starred question on 
the subject put by Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan at this meeting.

Water-hyaointh pest
*35. Kavira) BIMALANANDA TARKATHIRTHAl (a) Will 

the Hon'ble Member in charge of Agriculture and Industries Depart­
ment be pleased to state whether any effective scheme has been 
framed for the eradication of the water-hyacinth pest in Bengal?

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, when will it be put
into action ? 1

(c) If there is no such effective scheme, when do the Govern* 
xnent expect the same to be ready?
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Thi Hofi'bto AHiftdJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI! (a) No,
so far a* the Government of Bengal are aware.

(b) Does not arise.
(c) As soon as an effective scheme is discovered.

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROYS Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
to state, with reference to answer (c), what effort* are being made by 
Government to discover an effective scheme?

Tho Hon’ble Alhad] Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI S All avenues
are being explored.

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: What are the avenues?

Tho Hon’ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: Some of 
them will be found in Ihe Bill that is going to be introduced by a 
member opposite, and others consist of all reports received so far.

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
to state at least some of the avenues mentioned in the Bill?

The Hon'ble Allied] Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: I must 
refer the member to a copy of the Bill.

3-30 p.m.
Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQs Since when Government has begun to 

seriously consider the question of eradicating water-hyacinth pest?

Tho Hon9ble Alhad| Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: Sincc 
about the 1921-22.

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: What particular steps have the Govern­
ment taken since then for the eradication of the pest?

The Hon'ble AlhadJ Sir ABDiLKBRIM CHUZNAVI: Govern­
ment have been devoting a great deal of attention to this question since 
those years. Tn 1923-24 a certain spray was examined. Thereafter a 
Special Officer was deputed to make other inquiries. Suggestions from 
various quarters were alto invited. Finally in 1927 a conference was 
held at Dacca regarding water-hyacinth.

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: Has any practical step been taken in 
any districtP
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Tht Hon'ble Alhadj 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI 8 Some 
experiments were made m certain districts. But no definite action 
can be taken until a BiJl is introduced in this House.

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: Experiment* in what districts?

Tht Hon’bla Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: One of the
districts is Faridpur. but as regards giving an accurate information 
I would ask for notice.

Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Member aware 
that in Faridpur the District Magistrate reported th? annual damage 
was Rs. 47£ lakhs, but v#*t no steps were taken by Government?

Tht Hon’ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI5 Yes, the 
District Officer, Mr. Burrows, did make a report to that effect, but no 
action can be taken purely with regard to one district. Action has 
got to be taken with regard to the whole province.

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether or not there was a Water-hyacmth Committee?

Tht Hon’blt Alhadj 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: Yes.

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Has the committee submitted a 
report? If so, when?

Tht Hon’bit Alhadj 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI : The com­
mittee did submit a report, but I cannot tell the exact date. I would 
ask for notice.

Iitcomt from palm trtte.
•37. Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Member in charge of the Agriculture and Industries (Excise) Depart­
ment be pleased to state the income derived during the year 1928 
in respect of palm tree* from—

(1) taxation; and
(2) licence fees?

(b) Is th© Hon'ble Member aware that the union board chaukidars 
and dafadars have to supply information for purpose* of taxation and 
licence?
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(c) If the answer to (6) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleaded to state whether any portion of the income refer­
red to in (a) is given to the union boards?

MEMBER in charge of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIE* 
(EXCISE) DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’ble Mr. M. C. MoAlpin):
(a) Figures of revenue from tari for 1928-29 are given below: —

(/) Tree-tax -Rs. 5,50,706.
(2) Licence fees—Rs. 4,24,832.

(h) The answer is in the negative.
(c) The question does not arise.

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: Will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleased to state what is the source of information as embodied in his 
reply (b)?

The Hon’ble Mr. M. C. MoALPIN: I drafted that myself. The 
source was the Excise Commissioner. He reported that what the 
village chaukidars and dufudars have to do is as follows: —

The village chaukidurs and dafadars along with village headmen 
and panchayets and otLcrs are legally bound under section 72 of the 
Bengal Excise Act to ^ive information about the manufacture of 
excisable articles to the Magistrate or to an officer of the Excise or to 
the Police Department. But no information is supplied bv them for 
the purpose of tax and licence.

River Kalindri in Malda.

*3S. Babu ROMES CHANDRA BAGCHI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Irrigation Department be pleased to state 
whether any atteinpl was made by the Department to excavate the 
mouth of the river Kalindri in the district of Malda for removing silt 
at its junction with the Ganges with a view to improve the river?

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state the result thereof?

MEMBER in oharge of IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Alhadj Sir AbdelkeHm Ghuznavi): («) No; removal of silt from 
the mouth of the Kalindri at its junction with the Ganges is not likely 
to improve the river.

(b) The question does not arise.
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Babu ROMES CHANDRA BACCHI: Will the Hon’Me Member 
be pleased to state how did the Government come to know that the 
removal ol silt from the month of the Kalindri river will not improve 
the river?

The Hon’ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: The bed
of the Kalindri river is higher than the ievel of the Ganges. Hencct
if the mouth of the Kalindri river is excavated it is unlikely that the
water would flow from the Ganges.

Bundh near the new sluioe gate under construction at Mustafapur 
in the Bil route area.

*3*. Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Irrigation Department be pleased to state— 

(t) whether it is a fact that it was proclaimed by beat of drum 
that the bundh near the new sluice gate under construction 
at Mustafapur in the Bil route area would l>e opened on 
the 15th J a i i t a  last;

(it) whether in spite of the aforesaid proclamation the bundh was 
opened at niarht without any notice to the people on the 
ftOth Baixahh last; and

(in) whether it is n fact that on account of this opening without
anv warning nil the standing crops including ripe av* paddy 
over a large tract of land were completely destroyed 
causing acute distress to thousands of helpless cultivators?

(b) If the ansueis to (a) are in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to state who is responsible for this opening of the 
bundh?

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of instituting 
an inquiry into the matter?

The Hon’ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: (a) (i) No.
(i7» The bundh Mas breached on the night of 12th May last (cor­

responding to 29th Baisakh).
(tit) No.
(b) Does not arise.
(c) No.

* Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether any inquiry was made as to any possible 
damage done by the breach?

The HenHrte ARiad] Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: Tea.
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Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAMl When was that inquiry made? 

The Hen'ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: Since notice 
of this question was given.

River Chandana.

•40. Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) With reference to the 
reply Riven to starred question No. 81 at the Bengal Legislative 
Council meeting held on the 18th March, 1929, will the Hon'Me 
Member in charge of the Irrigation Department be pleased to state 
whether the contemplated inquiry as to the scheme to connect the 
river Chaudana in its lower reaches with the river Barasia has already 
commenced P

(b) If so, when is the inquiry to be completed?

The Hon’ble AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: (a) Yes.
(b) By October next.

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
to state when was the original inquiry regarding the reclamation ot 
the river Chandana begun?

The Hovt’ble Alhad| Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: Since the 
question was put by Dr. Kumud Sankar Hay in March, 1929. Surveys 
were made in 1927-28 during the flood season.

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: Is it a fact that the inquiry was 
begun six years ago?

The Hon'hle AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: I am
afraid I have nothing more to add to what I have already said.

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: When are the results of the inquiry 
likely to be givm effect to?

The Hovt’ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: I am
afraid I do not possess the power of prophesying.

Filling up of vacancies in the Government Presses.

•41. Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: ia) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that it is an established convention with the Government Presses 
that when a vacancy occurs preference is given to one of those who 
lost their jobs due to reduction?
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(b) I® it a fact that recently some outsiders have been taken as 
compositors in the Bengal Government Press solely on the recommenda­
tion of tjie overseer, rejecting the claims of a number of old men who 
lost their job* owing to reduction ?

(c) If the reply to (b) is in the affirmative, are the Government con­
sidering the desirability of instituting an inquiry into the matter and 
of laying a copy of the result of the inquiry on the table?

The Hon’ble Mr, M. C. McALPIN: (a) Applications are considered 
on their merits and one of the factors to which consideration is given is 
previous service.

(b) No.

(r) Does not arise.

A public road in Kushtia subdivision.

M2. Mr. K. G. RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) W ill the H on’ble Mem­
ber in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that the villagers of Etmampur, Ja<hil>oyra and Satina within  
the jurisdiction of Kushtia subdivision, in the district of Nadia, have 
submitted a memorial to H is Excellency the Governor of Bengal on the 
14th Septemlier, 1928. making serious allegations against local 
Kfimindars?

(h) I f  the answer to ia) is in the affirmative, will the H on’ble Mem­
ber be pleased to state whether any action is contemplated by the 
Government? I f  so, when and what?

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (a) A petition 
was received from one Bwbu Surendra Nath Ghosh of Baranagore pray­
ing for the opening of s public road, in village Etmampur in Kushtia 
subdivision, alleged to have been chwed by certain zamindara.

(6) The petition has been forwarded to the Collector for disposal.

Maulvi SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Will the Honfble Member be 
pleased to state whether any action has been taken by the Collector 
of Nadia as regards the petition?

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: We have
referred the matter to the Collector. Beyond that I  cannot say any* 
thing more.
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River Atharabanki. 

*43. Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bahadur:
(a) la the Hon'ble Member in charge of the Irrigation Department aware 
of the fact that a portion of the river Atharabanki has silted up con* 
siderably causing great inconvenience to the steamer service from Khulna 
to Barisal P

(b) Is it a fact that the dredging of this portion was sanctioned and 
taken up last year but was stopped as it was late ?

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking up 
the dredging of this portion early this year, so that there may be no 
inconvenience to the steamer service during the chry season P

The Hon'ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: (a) Yes.
The silting of the river is an annual occurrence.

(b) The shoals were dredged twice last year: the dredging was not 
stopped because it was late.

(c) Yes.

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bahadur: Is it a
fact that after the so-called twice-dredging last year the Express 
steamer from Khulna to Barisal could not pass through that way dur­
ing certain part of the year?

Tha Hon'ble Alhad) Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: I am
afraid I must ask for fresh notice.

Unatarrad Questions 
(answers to whioh were laid on the table). 

Sealdah Police Court.

44. Baton HEM CHANDRA NASKER: (a) Will the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Revenue Deimrtment be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the courtyard of the Sealdah Police Court 
remains Hubmerged sometimes under knee-deep water after a heavy 
downpour?

(6) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking any 
action in the matter? If so, when?

(c) Is it a fact that there is no shed or shelter in the said Court 
for the litigants who are obliged to suffer the inclemency of the 
weather?

(d) What action, if at*>\ do the Government propose to take in 
the matter, and when?
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Thi Iton’Mt Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MIITTER: (a) It is
reported that after a heavy downpour the compound of the Sealdah 
Police Court goes under water, but the water which accumulates is 
not knee-deep.

(b) Tee; now.
(c) There is no separate shed set apart for litigants; there is ti 

portico and a verandah in which they can take shelter from the rain, 
but the accommodation is insufficient.

(d) Estimates will be called for.

Floods in Jalpaiguri.

45. Mr. PROSANNA DEB RAIKAT: (a) Is the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Revenue Department aware that some parts of the 
district of Jalpaiguri have been seriously affected I)}' the recent floods 
in the district?

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Member lie pleased to state the step# 
taken by the Government io relieve the distress of the people in the 
affected area?

The Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (a) There was 
a serious flood at Alipur Duars in the first few days of July.

(b) No serious distress has been reported. Immediate steps that 
were necessary were taken by the Subdi visional Officer. On the 
information at the disjx>sal of Government, no further action is called 
for.

Assessment of oess revaluation in Nadia.

46. Maulvi SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Revenue Department lie pleased to lay on the table 
a statement for the district of Nadia showing—

(t) the total assessment of the recent cess revaluation;
(ti) the previous income from reas; and
{Hi) the difference, if any, in |**rcentage l>etween the recent and 

the previous cess revaluation?

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: A statement 
showing the information is laid on the table.

(t) Rs. 3,24,642.
(it) Rs. 1,96,743.
( m i ) 77*11.

Mr* D. N. ROY: Is the Hon’ble Member aware the assessment of 
the recent cess revaluation has bean made in a way which is contrary 
to the legal provisions?
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Th# Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERf So far as I
am aware, that is not sc.

Maulvi SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: In what other district* the eeu 
revaluation has taken place?

TIM Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: So far as I
remember, in Pabna and Bogra recently.

Maulvi SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: What is the percentage of
difference between the previous and the recent cess revaluation?

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I want notice 

lieue of Government order prohibiting Government officials 
from buying 11 Liberty ” paper.

47. Babu SURENDRA MOHAN MOITRA: <«) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
whether the Government officials have been prohibited from buying* 
the daily paj>er Liberty by any order or circular whatsoever, whether 
confidential or otherwise?

(b) It the answer to (Vi) is in the affirmative, will the Hou’ble 
Member he pleased to lav on the table a copy of the order or circular 
in question?

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. N. Moberly): (a\ No order has been issued prohibiting Govern­
ment officials from buying copies of the daily paper Liberty. As an 
injunction had Wen issued against the New Forward, it was thought 
advisable that departments of Government should not subscribe to 
Liberty until it was seen whether any action was taken in Court about 
it. An order was accordingly issued, but has now been withdrawn.

(b) A copy is laid on the table.

Order referred to in the reply to clause (b) of unttarred question No. 47.

Memorandum No. 250-71 P. S. D., dated Darjeeling, the 15th May, 
1929, from the Political Department of the Government of Bengal. 
Pending further orders, the Governor in Council directs that no 

department of Government shall subscribe to the newspaper Liberty 
now being issued in place of the Forward and Netc Forward.

L . G. W a llis , 

for Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal {ojfg.).

To all Secretaries and Heads of Departments.
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Babu NALINIRANJAN 8ARKER: Will the Hon bis Member be 
pleased to itate how many days after tbe first publication of Liberty 
the order was passed?

The Hon*We Mr* A* N. MOBEftLY: I am afraid I do not know 
when the lAberty was first published. The date will he found on tbe 
paper.

Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: Will tbe Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state tbe date* from which the order was withdrawn?

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: About the end of July—I 
tbink tbe 29th

Babu NALIMIRANJAN 8ARKER: Will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleased to state if this prohibitory order had any connection with the 
general election that was going on in the Province then?

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: No, no connection whatever.

Babu 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Mav I ask what led the Govern­
ment to think that aot'on might be taken against Liberty because 
action had been taken againnt Forward?

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: The reason is obvious.

Babu 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Does the Hon'ble Member think 
that the reason that is o! vious to him would be equally obvious to the 
House?

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is no question.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon ble Member be 
pleased to state whether the name Liberty is objectionable to him?

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I have no objection to what 
a gentleman calls his paper

Babu BARODA PRA8ANNA PAIN: Can the Hon’ble Member 
assure the House that no action would be taken against Liberty in 
future?

Mr. PRESIDENT: That ii no question.
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Rtilos with rsgsrd to pension on roUromsnt at 65 yoart off ago to ofllosrs 
in Songtf Sorvioes.

40. Mr. SYAMAPROIAD MOOKERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state—

(i) what the present rules are with regard to pension on retire­
ment at 55 years of age, as applicable to officers in the
Bengal Services recruited between 25 and 30 years of age; 
and

(«) whether the same rules apply to officers in the Bengal Educa­
tional Service who have been subsequently promoted to 
that service fiom the subordinate service to which they 
were recruited between 25 and 30 years of age ?

(b) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble
Member be pleased to state whether the Government are considering 
the desirability of making the rules uniform?

Tho Hon’Mo Mr. M. C. MoALPIN: (a) (i) Part IV of the Civil 
Service Regulations and particularly Articles 404 and 404A, C. S. R., 
may be seen.

(ii) No. Articles 404 and 404A, C. S. R., are not applicable to 
officers promoted from the subordinate service.

(b) Government are not considering the desirability of making the 
rules uniform.

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: Is the Hon'ble Member 
aware that there is no difference in the nature of duties of the officers 
under (a) (i) and (a) (ii) of his reply?

ThO Hon'blo Mr. M. C. McALPIN: I want notice of that question.

Wator-hyaointlt.

49. Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA* (a) Will the Hon bh
Member in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department b< 
pleased to state whether the Government are aware that the water- 
hyacinth menace is increasing every day?

(6) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that after the recent flood ii 
Silchar and Sylhet a huge quantity of water-hyacinth haa drifted int< 
the waterways of this province causing heavy damage and interrupts! 
to traffic?
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Tha HW'Ma Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI I (a) Gov­
ernment liv e  no definite information. In soiue places &n increase is
reported.

(b) No, but it is not impossible that some water-hyacinth came 
down with the river in flood.

Proposed Water-hyacinth Bill by Mr. J. C. Gupta.

50. Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department he 
pleased to state whether the Government have received copies of the 
Water-hyacinth Bill drafted by Mr. J. C. Gupta, m . l .c ., with a 
request to obtain t*he sanction of the Governor-General under sub­
section (.*i) of section 80A of the Government of India Act and also 
to publish the Bill under rule 47 of the Bengal Legislative Council 
Buies?

(b) If so, have the Government taken any stepn to obtain tho 
sanction?

(c) Do the Government intend to publish the Bill under rule
47?

The Hon’ble Alhadj 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: (a) Yen,
during the life-tim e of the last Council.

(6) All action was abandoned with the dissolution of the Council.
A fresh notice has since been received and necessary action will be 

taken.
(r) The question of publication does not arise until the sanction 

of tlhe Governor-General to t»he clauses of the Bill requiring such 
sanction has been obtained.

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: In connection with the answer
(b) will the Hon’ble Meraber be pleased to state what action was taken 
after the dissolution of the Council? Will he also be pleased to state 
what prevented the Department of Government to carry on their work 
even after the dissolution of the Council?

The Hon’ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI t The
hon’ble member’s Bill died with the dissolution of the Council'.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTAs Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether the Government began to consider the matter 
because the Bill has been introduced or otherwise Government did not 
feel dispoeed to consider the matter?
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Tilt Hon’trte Alhadj fir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI I Since the 
Bill was already there Government thought it necessary to consider the 
Bill before taking any iction.

Eradictfon of water-hyacinth pest

81. Brijut JOCENDRA NATH MOITRA: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department 
aware of the damage done to crops by the growth and spread of water- 
hyacinth pesti in Lower Bengal?

(b) How long has the question of the eradication of water-hyacinth 
been before the Government?

(c) Have the Government inquired into the amount of loss done to 
the crops every year by this pest?

id) If the answer to (>) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state, approximately—

(t) the acreage affected; and
(ii) the amount of damage done to crops each year?

(e) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what steps, if 
any, the Government are proposing to tnke in the matter?

The Hon’hle Alhadj 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: (a) Y e s.

(b) Since 1921.
(c) Yes, but* no complete provincial estimate has been prepared.
(d) (i) and (ii) Do not arise.
(e) The member is referred to the answer given to a starred question 

on the subject put by Mauivi Tamizuddin Khan at this meeting.

Brijut JOCENDRA NATH MOITRA: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether the Government are going to institute an 
inquiry into the matter referred to in question (<2)f

The Hon’hle Alhadj 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: I cannot 
answer the question offhond. I must ask for notice.

Mr* 400ESH OHANDRA CUPTAl Is the Hon’ble Msmber aware 
that the Government constituted in 1924 did carry on investigation 
to ascertain the acreage and the amount of damage done when Mr. G. 
S. Dutt was Secretary in charge of the Agricultural Departmentf

The Hon’hle Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVIt I am afraid
I cannot answer the question offhand.
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Mr. IfMtAM SANK Aft ROYS As the Hon’ble Member constantly
refers to Mr. J. C. Gupta’s Bill, will he allow Mr. Gupta to answer
all the questions regarding this matter?

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr Roy, I do not expect you to waste the time
of the Council in this fashion.

Embankment along bit routa canal in Faridpur.
52. Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: (a) I* the Hon'ble 

Member in charge of the Irrigation Department aware—
(t) that the embankment along the Bil route canal in the Faridpur 

district is damaged at several places;
(ft*) that as a result of these damages the land on either side is 

flooded during several months iii the year; and
(iii) that this flooding causes considerable damage to the crop® 

in that locality?

(b) What steps, if any, do tbe Government propose to take ti> 
repair the embankment?

Tha Hon'ble AI had) Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: (a) u) The
embankment has Wen inspected very recently. Government are 
advised that the embankment i* in good order throughout.

(a) iii) and iiii) and (h) D o not arise .

Embankments Nos. 3, 5, 13 and 19 of Softedula to Embankment Aot.
53. Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: With reference to the 

reply given to starred question No. 79 at the meeting of the Bengal 
Legislative Council held on the Hith March, 1929, will the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Irrigation Department be pleased to state—

(i) the circumstance leading to the obstruction of the passage of 
floods for wh»ch embankments Nos. 3, 5, 18 and 19 of 
Schedule I) to the Bengal Embankment Act, 1873 (Ben. 
Act VI of 1S73) (originally constructed by znmindars as 
flood protective work), were abolished;

(ti) the reasons tor keeping in abeyance the work of the con­
struction of mi escape weir at Kushpota near Ghatal;

(tit) whether the samindars and patnidars had instituted any 
proceeding* with the Collector for setting aside the order of 
abandonment;

(tr) if so, what wa* the result of these proceedings;
(r) the reasons for not consulting the Embankment Committee 

before abandoLtng the said embankments; and 
(vt) whether Government are now considering any remedial 

measures to prevent flood in the area?
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The Hon'blt AlhadJ Sir ABDCLKERIM CHUZNAV1: (t) The
embankments in question have been an obstruction to tbe disposal 
of the floods ever since they were constructed.

(it) Because the abandonment of the Ghatal circuit embankment 
has led to the reduction in flood levels in this locality.

(Hi) Yes.
(iv) The appeals were dismissed.
(t?) Because there were no specific Government oiders to do so. A 

circular has, however, since been issued directing that Embankment 
Committees should be consulted in ail cases of* abandonment! of 
Schedule * D ’ embankments.

(vi) Yes. It is proposed to construct an escape at Harisinghpore 
on the Selye and a sluice at Gopigange.

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bahadur: With 
reference to answer (vi), will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state 
when will the construction be taken in hand and how long will it 
take to finish?

Tha Hon’ble AlhadJ ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: I cannot 
answer it offhand.

Cirmti Hood.

64, Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Irrigation Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that Babu Akhil Chandra Datta moved a resolu­
tion in the Bengal Legislative Council on i?3rd January, 1917, demand­
ing that immediate steps should be taken to protect from damage by 
floods the areas of land on the two sides of the Gumti river in the 
district of Tippera?

(6) Is it a fact that the Government—

(») accepted Mr. Datta’s resolution;
(ii) admitted that the embankments were an entire mistake and 

were doin$ a lot of harm;
(tit) promised to t»n\ume direct responsibility for the embank­

ments; and
(iv) promised to give elfect to Mr. Datta's suggestion of making 

a catchment basin in tbe upper reaches of tbe river?
(c) Is it a fact tbat tbe Government bave since taken charge of tbe 

embankments and declared them public embankments?
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(d )  W ill the Hon’ble Member be pleaaed to state what ftottan, if 
any, haa since been taken by the Government to redeem the promise 
of making a catchment basin ?

(e) I f  no action has yet been taken, will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleaded to state the reason therefor?

(/) Have the Government taken any step# since assumption of direct 
responsibility of the embankments to solve the problem of Gumti 
floods?

(g) Tf not, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether 
any preventive measures are now under contemplation or consideration 
of Government?

Tha Hon’ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: („> Yes.
(6) (») Yes.
(it) Yes.
(iii) Government promised to enter into correspondence with 

Tripura State with n view to assuming direct responsibility for the 
embankments.

<ir) No.
(r) Yes.
(d) Does not arise.
(c) The question of constructing a flood regulating reservoir was 

gone into, but there were difficulties in the way, such as the eventual 
silting up of such a leservoir, the submergence of a large area of paddy 
land and interference with navigation, which led Government to drop 
the proposal.

(/) The embankments have t»een kept in good order to withstand 
ordinary floods and breaches have been less frequent than they were.

(g) It is intended to look into the question of the construction of 
escapes to deal with extraordinary floods like that of the current year.

Cumti embankments.

55. Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTAs Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Irrigation Department be pleased to state—

(») the total amount of tax-
(i) levied, and

(m) collected by the Government from the people since the declara­
tion of the Gumti embankment# as public embankment*; 
and

(b) the total amount which has been actually spent for the upkeep 
or improvement of theee embankments?

14
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The Hon’ble Athadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: (a) (i) Tbe
total amount assessed is Rs. 1,60,513.

(ti) Rs. 1,26,640.

(b) Hh. 1,76,214.

River Bor at.

56. trijut JOCENDRA NATH MOITRA: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Irrigation Department aware that about two 
yearn ago a joint report was (submitted by the Directors of Agriculture 
and Public Health in connection with the irrigation of the river floral 
in the district** of Rajshahi and Pabna?

(b) What steps, if any, does the Hon’ble Member propose to take 
iu the matter and in view of the remarks made by the aforesaid 
Directors y

The Hon’ble AI hod j Sir ABDELKERIM  CHUZNAVI: (,i> Y e s .

(//) Preliminary investigations have been made and the results will 
now be considered with a view to drawing up a scheme for the improve­
ment of the river, if possible.

Srijut JOCENDRA NATH MOITRA: Will the lion hie Member 
Ih» pleased to state when will the scheme be ready J*

Tho Hon’ble Alhad) Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: The Superin. 
tending Engineer’s Report has only been received on the t*th July. I t 
is now under consideration.

Babu SURENDRA MOHAN MOITRA: Will the llon’ble Member 
be pleased to state what he means by preliminary investigations in 
answer to the question (h)f

The Hon’ble Alhad) Sir ABOELKERIM CHUZNAVI: Gauge 
reading taken with the level of the water in different places.

Babu SURENDRA MOHAN MOITRA: When *ere these 
preliminary investigation* madeP

The Hon’ble AthadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: 1 am afraid 
I cannot give the date offhand. I ask for notice.
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imiDii river in I v m t

57. Maulvi MUHAMMAD SAADATULLAH: <*) In the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Irrigation Department aware that the nil tod 
up Sunt hi river in the Bara&at subdivision in the 24-Parganas district 
remains full of water-hyacinth and other kinds of noxious vegetation 
leading to the spread of malaria in virulent form?

(b) If the answer to (a) in in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to state what steps, if any, the Government pro­
pose to take to keep it in good and sanitary condition?

The Hon’ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZHAVI: (a) Com- 
plaints to this effect have been received,

(b) An application should be submitted to the Collector under 
section of the Agricultural and Sanitary Improvement Art (Aot 
VI of 1920) by any one desiring the improvement of this old river 
bed.

Maulvi MUHAMMAD SAADATULLAH: Will the Hon'ble Member 
l>e pleased to state when tbe complaints were received and from whom?

The Hon’ble AihadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: 1 would ask 
for notice.

Maulvi MUHAMMAD SAADATULLAH: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state what step* have been taken to meet the complaint*P

The Hon’ble AihadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: An estimate 
amounting to Us. 10,1 ha?* been received from the Superintending 
Engineer, South. This is a caw which comes under Act VI of lf)20. 
That is the proper course. Government has already spent considerable 
sum over Nori and Ichapur khals.

Maulvi MUHAMMAD SAADATULLAH: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether Government doen not mean to do anything 
in the interest of publi** health?

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is no question.

Dead rivers ef Isessrs.

SB. Kavira] BIM ALANANDA T A R K A TH IR TH A : Will the
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Irrigation Department be pleased 
to lay on the table all the papers and schemes regarding re-excava­
tion or dredging of Bhairab, Kabodok and other silted riven of 
Jeeeore?
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Thi Hon’ble AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: The papers
are very voluminous. Government do not consider that any useful 
purpose will be served by placing so many papers on the table. 
Information on specific points will be willingly supplied.

Mr. D. N. ROY: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state 
whether there is any scheme undei consideration of Government at 
present regarding the re-excavation and the dredging of the Bhairab?

Tha Hon’ble AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: Yes.

Mr. D. N. ROY: How long has it been under the consideration of 
Government?

Tha Hon’ble AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: I would ask 
for notice.

Mr. D. N. ROY: Can the Hon’ble Member ntate what would be the 
estimated cost ot that ncheme?

The Hon’ble AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: I would ask
for fresh notice.

Motion for adjournment of the Business of the Council.

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: T beg to ask leave ot the House 
to move an adjournment of the business of this House tor the purpose 
of discussing a matter of urgent public importance. Have I your 
permission, Sir?

Mr. PRESIDENT: Leave has been asked by Dr. Roy to move the 
following mol ion • “ That the busim-** of the Council be adjourned
for the purpose o| discussing the recent mill strikes near Calcutta, the 
situation thus created, the disturbances and consequent loss of life that 
have arisen in eonnection therewith.”

Is there any objection of this motion?

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: On a point of order, Sir. May 
I ask whether His Excellency has raised any objection to this?

Mr. PRESIDENT: This will of course be forwarded to His 
Excellency. At present I am not in a position to give you the inform** 
tiott you ask for. I may tell you this much that my allowance of the 
motion is subject to the decision which Ilis Excellency may arrive at. 
As there is no objection in the House I fix to-morrow as the day and
5 p.m. a* the hour for Dr. Hoy to move his motion.
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Mr.«, .CAMPBELL FORRESTER: An I in onfer, Sir, if I raiw
m y objection at thia stag?? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I cannot allow you to do so now. You had 
your opportunity.

Mr. J. M. 8EN CUPTA: S i,, we do not mind if Mr. Campbell 
Foirestei is given the right to object even ut thin stage because the 
requisite numbei of in present here.

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 know you are quite confident of success but 
as Mr. Campbell Fonestei did not seize his opportunity at the right 
moment I cannot allow him to rai*e any objection ut thij* stage.

Resolutions 

(on matters of goneral public interest).

The debate on the resolution regarding compulsory physical training  
and m ilitary drill in all schools and colleges was then resumed*

Mr. 8YAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: In rising to support the 
resolution moved by my hon'ble fiiend, Babu Bejo\ Krishna Bone, I 
think it would have been of considerable help to uh if we had an 
opportunity ot listening to the opinions of one of the members of the 
Education Department on this vital question. In particular, Sir, I 
would have liked to heat the views of my hon'ble friend, the Director 
of Public* Instruction, Mr. Stapleton, who*e passionate devotion to the 
cause of physical education or toward* the University itself made him 
declare only last year, when he assumed charge of his present office, 
that Bengal would not lose anything but gain much if the Calcutta 
University were shut down for a number of years and the Bengalis did 
nothing but pursue a courne of physical education. Such a remarkable 
utterance, which no doubt embodied a new type of educational idealism, 
peculiar, I suppo#e, to the Education Department of the Government 
of Bangal, ha* fortunately or unfortunately not yet been followed in 
practice. I have been reliably informed—I do not know how far the 
information is accurate—that one of the reasons why the •cheme hat 
been dropped is that some high official—perhaps more experienced than 
Mr. Stapleton—had warned him that any pursuance of that scheme 
might ultimately bring about the abolition of the pout of the Director 
of Public Instruction, if not of the pout of the Principal of Pre»idetocy 
College itself!
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Coming now to the resolution itself, I shall endeavour to acquaint 
the House with the steps which have been taken hitherto by the 
University of Calcutta in thin matter and the attitude of Government 
towards the proposal# which were from time to time made by the 
University. Sir, nearly 10 year* ago, mainly through the efforts ol 
one of our distinguished countrymen, Sir Nilratan Sarkar, who was 
then our Vice-Chancellor, a Student#’ Welfare Committee was set up 
in the University. With the help of a number of well-trained doctors, 
the University has during these year# carried most useful investiga­
tions into the conditions of health of our students. The report of this 
committee, issued annually, discloses a most serious state of things 
so far as the health of a large number of our students is concerned. 
My hon’ble friend, Babu Bejoy Krishna Bose, placed some of these 
staggering details before the House in his Hpeech of yesterday.

In 1924 when Sir Ewart Greaves wan Vice-Chancellor of the 
University, on my motion the Senate appointed a committee to 
inquire into the question of imparting physical training and, if possible, 
also military training to our students. This committee had on it 
several distinguished educationists, including Mr. Stapleton himself, 
and also a number of doctors, representing both the official and the non­
official points of view. We had on this committee men like Sir 
Nilratan Sarkar, Dr. Bidhan Chandra Hoy, Col. C-oppingger and last 
though not the least Kai Bahadur Dr. Upendra Nath Bramhachari. 
This committee inquired into the whole question and the two funda­
mental recommendations they placed before the Senate, which were 
accepted by that body in 1925, were as follows: Some form of drill
or physical exercise, the committee thought, should l>e made part of 
the school curriculum and the colleges should be asked to introduce 
compulsory drill or games. The school authorities were al«o called 
upon to see to the proper nutrition of students in their charge. Sir, 
I need not go into the details of the scheme which the committee sub­
mitted. That was their first recommendation. The second proposal 
was that for alt students in colleges affiliated to the University and 
for all students reading in the University classes, military training 
should lie made compulsory. Sir, I will ask the House to pause here 
for one moment and exactly realise the significance of this resolution. 
That resolution. Sir, I feel, embodied a new spirit and a new ideal in 
our educational system. The Senate of the University, as is well 
known, is an official-ridden body; out of 100 members, 80 are nominated 
by the head of the Government of Bengal. Even such a body in 1925 
presided over by one of the most distinguished Judges of the Calcutta 
High Court came to this conclusion that for all students in the colleges 
and in the University cl asset, military training should be made oom- 
pulsory. The Director of Public Instruction is a member of the Senate
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along wi& many othar officials and in vain did I March through the 
proceeding# of the Senate of that date to find one word of protest from 
any member belonging to that group.

Now, Sir, I have a very woeful tale to tell. This report was sent 
to the Government of Bengal in 1925. For 14 months there was no 
reply from the Bengal Secretariat. It took 14 months for the reply 
to reach College Square from Dalhousie Square. I need not pause to 
inquire whether this delay was due to the fault of the postal authorities 
or it is merely another instance of the efficient administration of the 
Education Department. But there it is. We received a reply after 
14 months to the effect that Government generally approved of the 
scheme ho far as physical training was concerned. But so far as 
military training was concerned, Government was unable to give its 
approval. Kv#m as regards physical training Government conveyed its 
blessings to the University hut added at the same time that an amount 
of 4 lakhs of rupees which it calculated would lie necessary for the 
purpose of paying the salaries of trained physical instructors would 
not possibly l>e forthcoming from the public revenues. That amount, 
it was pointed out, had got to be raised by levying extra fees. So 
far as military training was concerned, I wish, Sir, in the Govern* 
ment letter no reasons had been at all given for its refusal to consider 
the schemc. That would have been consistent with the policy which 
the Hon’ble Members of Government from time to time adopt, that 
is, for reasons of public policy grounds are not to be given in justifica­
tion of particular decisions. In this instance the reasons given can 
be classified under three principal heads. The first of course is the 
inevitable plea of financial stringency. Even if the scheme is desir­
able, who in to pay S' Obviously Government cannot undertake to pay 
for this purpose, though it can for other less desiring causes! 
Secondly, our students are not physically fit for real military training 
and Government proceeded to amplify this particular proposition and 
said something of an astouuding character which, I believe, will 
stagger even the present Member of Government. Government 
doubted if marching and camping life in which caste rules cotdd not 
always l>e observed would at all be popular among students. How 
mindful, Sir, Government is of the rigidity of our caste rules t 
Might I ask, Sir, on how many occasions have such difficulties arisen 
in connection with the University Corps? The last reason was that 
there might W fierce opposition from many of the students. How 
very careful, Sir, Government is about the fierceness of opposition 
which may come from some interested quarters when schemes of 
reform are mooted! When it is a question of placing reactionary 
measures on the Statute Book, I do not think Government would 
accept the same point of view and would adopt its policy in the light 
of fierce opposition that may emanate from the public. Well, Sir,
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these were the three reasons which were put forward by Government 
in expressing its inability to accept the scheme of the Senate. There 
was no doubt a suggestion thrown out that the University Corps might 
be developed, but so far as compulsory military training was concerned, 
that was unacceptable to Government.

In the meantime, the opinions of schools and colleges were being 
obtained by the University and Headmasters of schools were very 
anxious that some definite step should be taken by tbe University in 
this matter. But they represented to the University and with perfect 
junification that it was necessary that substantial help must be 
forthcoming to enable the schools to maintain a proper staff of physical 
instructors. When the reply was received from Government, the 
Senate referred it to another committee—this time presided over by 
the then Vice-Chancellor, Sir Jadunath Sarkar, no doubt a highly 
distinguished person in the eyes of Government. This committee 
recommended that financial assistance must come from Government, 
if not to the extent of four lakhs of rupees which were necessary for 
the purpose of meeting the whole expenditure on salaries of physical 
instructors, at any rata t » a considerable extent so as to relieve the 
slender resources of the schools. As regards military training, the 
Senate of the University even in 1927 under the presidency of Sir 
Jadunath Sarkar reiterated its previous resolution. It was no doubt 
specified that for the time being the scheme of development of this 
University Corps might be pursued but the Senate was of opinion that 
Government should proceed to frame a definite scheme for imparting 
compulsory military training to our students. These resolutions were 
communicated to Government in July, 1927, and to-day it is the 8th 
of August 1929. 1 inquired of tht* Registrar of the University this
morning whether any reply hud been received from Government yet 
and the answer was, as was expected, in the negative. This discloses 
the measure of interest taken by Government in the matter.

The resolution at present before the House is practically on the 
same lines adopted by the University. Sir, this is a matter of national 
importance and of national interest. It has been declared that we 
cannot hope to advknee unless we can turn out men capable of 
shouldering the burdens of self-government and of defence properly. 
I might, Sir, adopt the language of the Shea Committee Report and 
sav that education for the purpose of spreading military training and 
the inspiration of military service among the manhood of India should 
commence in schools. The question is : What is the Government
going to do}* If they do not wish to accept the resolution, let them 
say so. But let this pot be done on the ground of financial stringency 
or on the unworthy ^lea that our young men are not strong enough 
to benefit from such a scheme or that they will be opposed to it. Let 
Government say frankly and openly that they do not want to satisfy
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t k  Mpinrtwn* of the youths of Bengal in this direction. Let them 
nay that it&e system of education which deprives the students of the 
necessary qualities of courage, of resource, of initiative and of free 
thinking i* the system which they desire to see perpetuated in this 
country.

But, Sir, there is anothei alternative. The Hon’ble Member for 
Education, laying aside his financial conscience for u moment, may 
rise equal to the occasion. Will he declare that in this instance 
Government is prepared to prove its hunt fide and sincerity in the
profession it ho often makes that it is trying to help India to take her
appropriate place among the civilised nations of the worldY l*ct him 
declare, Sir, that Government is in agreement with the general 
principle of the resolution and that it will take steps on the right lines. 
We want a declaration of policy on this question which will introduce 
a new era in the history of education in this province.

[At 4-JH) p.m. the Council was adjourned and it reassembled at 
5-15 p.m.]

Babu IURENDRA MOHAN MOITRA8 Sir, I extend my cordial 
support to the resolution moved by my friend Mr. Be joy Krishna Bose. 
It is in the fitness of things that an erstwhile captain of the Congress 
Volunteers has moved this resolution, which is already overdue. I 
would have liked it much iF he had included in his resolution a recom­
mendation for rompulsor\ physical training for girls because their 
health and physique are as much necessary for our natural well-being 
as those oi the bo\*. Xuy, it i>» more important as without healthy 
mothers a nation cannot be healthy.

However the resolution as it is, is a consumation to be devoutly
wished for. Sir, whenever we have made demands for our ]»olitical
emancipation it has been constantly dinned into our ears that being 
unfit to defend our country we are incapable of getting political 
freedoms. We are told that if we become a free nation and if the 
British troops leave the Indian shores, we shall be an easy prey to 
foreign aggression. Having impoverished us by exploitation and thus 
having weakened and emasculated us physically as we have hardly 
any means to withstand the ravages of diseases like malaria, etc., and 
having denied us any military training it does not lie in the mouth of 
the Government to parade this weakness of ours before the world 
against our just right of self-government. If we are crying for 
Swaraj our cry is also coupled with the desire to maintain the 
Swaraj. It is for this reason that our party has tabled this resolution. 
Our European friends on the other side of the House are always very 
loud in their profession of sympathy with what they think to be our 
just grievance. Now here is an acid test of their sincerity. Will they 
join their voice with that of us in this matter? May we ask whether
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it is too much to ask for this training lor our boys? I  ask a itraight 
question and I pause for a straight answer and no camouflage. Sir, 
during the last Congress when a volunteer corps was organised by our 
beloved young leader Srijut Subhaft Chandra Bose, the Anglo-Indian 
papers tried to cover the whole organisation along with Srijut Subhas 
Chandra, the idol of young India, with ridicule. Satires and 
innuendoes were requisitioned to phoofoo the organisation as if the 
whole organisation was a farce, a mockery. If that were mockery here 
is an invitation to them to help us in having something real.

If, according to the Government, the primary duty is to maintain 
law and order, is it not their duty as well to keep the people in good 
health and physique P Mr. Bose gave yesterday appalling figures of 
the physical disabilities of our rising generation. May I ask, Sir, 
whether it is not the paramount duty of the Government to remedy 
this? Here is a solution offered by us. Will the Government accept 
it or brush it aside with supreme indifference simply because it comes 
from the Swarajists? Sir, I have no misgiving that the Government 
reply will be either evusive or a total refusal because they will scent 
danger—an attempt at a revolution—in this resolution, as it does not 
come from the other side of the House, who are all defenders of the 
constitution. But I warn the Government that if they will not pay 
serious attention to this question and soon devise a mean* to remedy 
this grievance of ours, the responsibility will l>e entirely theirs. Will 
the Government read the signs of the time in their proper perspective 
or will they sit tight in the pride of their power oblivious of the things 
that are happening all around. We are determined to win Swaraj 
und we are equally determined to shoulder the necessary responsibi­
lities for which purpose we are out to equip ourselves even without the 
Government help, if they will not care to come by our side. Look 
around with eyes  open and you will find volunteer organisations are 
M'oppiiift up everywhere. Our young men to-day are not what they 
were a few years back. Grim determination is written on their 
foreheads. They are bent upon achieving the fulfilment of their hope 
—the salvation of their country. They are thirsting for that training 
which is given by other civilised nations of the world. Is there any 
civilised nation which does not give physical and military training 
to their boys? Why then should you withhold it from our boys? 
What is your justification? If you think that ours is a country, 
which must be kept in subjection by force and you cannot impart any 
training which will create force in us, you are then living in a fool's 
paradise. If you refuse our demand to-day, to-morrow you will reap its 
fruit*. It is no mere idle threat—it is a sound piece of advice whether 
you will heed it or not. Tou are creating grievance alter grievance. 
You are inarching in mad career from one blunder to another, yon are 
pinuiii^ a relentless petsecntkm, you are stopping at notUag »**
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repressing ^national aspirations and activities, your tactics are mean, 
your actioM unworthy of a civilised nation. You have weakened us 
mentally as well as physically. Where there were a network of schools 
throughout the province before the advent of the British rule number­
ing about 80,000 there are uow hardly half of that number. Where 
before the British rule people lived longer years, nowadays under the 
benevolent despotist of England the average life here in much below 
that. If these grievances are ventilated publicly it becomes sedition 
and your prosecutor—what shall I say of him—a Public Prosecutor or 
a hired lathial calls it a fashion—a profitable businest*—Ah, forsooth! 
It is a fashion, too, but certainly not to him who nufferH all the refined 
punishments and indignities of a common felon in the jail but to him 
who is getting fat fees at the cost of his countrymen an$ has acquired 
the fashion of scofKng—the fashion of scoffing at the best meu. Why 
not make sedition impossible? It is a preventive thing. Remedy 
our grievances, concede our demands, trust us—allow us to grow to 
the fullest height of our stature and sedition will no more be in this 
land. Do not try to raise the bogey of cost before uh in this connection. 
Many a nation-building scheme is knocked on tbe head on that score. 
We know you can spend and you will spend when you are determined, 
when you are egged on by our pampered and spoilt child—tbe police 
and are seised with a xid or elae, how can we account for the lavish 
expenditures over the mock trials you are now having to cniNh the 
national spirits. But if you fail in spite of our warning# in time, 
Nemesis is bound to overtake you and will write tbe fateful words— 
“ Too late.” I, therefore, with all the emphasis at my command, urge 
upon the Government the acceptance of this resolution.

Dr. MOHINI MOHAN DAS spoke in Bengali in suppoit of the 
resolution of Babu Bejoy Kiinhna Bose.

5-30 p.m.
Mr. E. C. ORMOND. Mr. President, Sir* I am not authorised to 

speak authoritatively on behalf of the European group to whirh I 
belong. I am speaking for myself, and this I must make clear. But 
there is one thing I can say confidently: I am sure that all the
members of my own group will agree with me in my saying that there 
can be no question of the sincerity of the European group in this 
matter. We, Sir, are sincerely anxious for the improvement of both 
the aoetal and physical conditions of tbe present and future generations 
in Bengal. I mean, Sir, that their physical improvement is but one 
asfieet of their social improvement in a larger sense,—indeed, of any 
social improvement at all.

With regard to physical training and the improvement of the 
pkynud standard of the people of tfcie province, there can be no
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question, Sir, that all of us are in favour of any motion which will 
tend to that end, and were this resolution, now under discussion, only 
concerned with that, there would be no question whatever as to the 
attitude of myself and of my friends on this side of the House. But, 
Sir, the motion is peculiarly worded, if I may draw the attention of the 
House to it. It reads—

“ This Council lerommends to the Government the urgent necessity 
of promulgating rules and regulations for making compulsory in all 
schools for boys to take Jensons in physical training and military drill, 
and in all colleges for students to receive military training.”

Now, Sir, to that I for myself would have no objection, and I would 
give the strongest support to it, but when it comes to this that it is 
made compulsory in all schools for boys to take lessons in military 
drill, it introduces a feature which raises a different question altogether. 
I would venture to say that if a motion of this nature were brought in 
in England at the present day, it would find very little favour among 
my own English friends across the sea. (A voicia: British). I am 
reminded that instead of the word “ English ’* I ought to have used 
the word “ British." But putting aside for the moment such trifling 
corrections, so very kindlv made, I do say that compulsory physical 
training is one thing and compulsory military drill is another. If it 
were a question of voluntary military drill, that, again, would he a 
different thing, and, for my part, Sir, I would be in favour of any 
such motion. I would be in favour of a motion which aimed at the 
making of rules and regulations, in order that in such schools and 
colleges, as might desiie it, voluntary military drill might be carried on, 
and, which would aim at having a system  in vogue which would allow 
of such voluntary drill being carried on by those who wanted it.

Sir, if the mover of this motion were willing to alter the wording of 
this motion very slightly, I should expect that he would get consider­
able support from this side of the House. The point I wish to make 
out and emphasiie is that thi* suggestion of mine should not be taken 
as in any way indicating any want of sincerity on the part of honour­
able members on this hide of the House. If the motion could be so 
slightly altered as to read to the effect that this Council recommends 
to the Government the urgent necessity of promulgating rules and 
regulations providing for compulsory physical training and voluntary 
military drill in all schools for boys and voluntary military trailing 
for such students, as are willing to receive such training, in all eoUegea 
and so on, then I should be wholeheartedly in favour of this motion.

Sir, there is another point that occurs to me. If I were a Bengali 
student who went a<*r<»s8 the H«*a to England to continue my education 
at Oxford or Cambridge, I  should fee! very hurt—indeed, I should feel 
that I had a grievance—if, on my arrival at those aneient seats of
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learning, I  was told that I must take up compulsory military training 
and spend the best part of my time (which I had hoped to spend in 
extending iny education in a particular direction), iu an opposite 
direction in which I had no mind to extend it.

Sir, there if* one otber matter which I should like to mention. Kven 
in England, at the present day, they have in almost all the schools 
and colleges a system of voluntary military drill in the form of cadet 
corps and such institutions. Kven there, Sir, there is a certain body 
of opinion which would suggest that at the present state of the world, 
when there is all this talk of disarmament among the nations, it is 
hardly proper to talk of disarming nations and at the same time of 
compulsorily drilling individuals. That is an aspect which iuu«t be 
considered by certain members of this House from an international 
point of view.

Sir, all T desire to say is that, for my part, I am wholeheartedly in 
favour of this motion in fio far as it concern* physical training, and. 
what is more, 1 would have wholeheartedly supported the entire 
motion were it not for that word “ compulsory/’ used in connexion 
with military drill and military training, which takes away from the 
individual the rights, which I suggest, he ought to be left to enjoy, 
ho that he may choose what kind of life he himself intends to live: 
provided he is fit.

Babu 3ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U: Sir, 1 would not have taken part 
in the debate had it not been for the last speech of Mr. Ormond. He 
has intervened in the debate with a practical suggestion, which, I 
think, is worthy of consideration at the hands of my esteemed friend, 
the mover of this resolution. Mr. Ormond has made it clear, and he 
has guarded his position by saying that he was not voicing the opinion 
of such of bis colleagues a* are on the other side of the House, that 
it is his personal opinion, and that very likely the members on his aide 
would l>c agreeable to support him in that suggestion. I would, 
however, ask the mover of this resolution to seriously consider whether 
he should not *o modify his motion as U> bring it into line with the 
suggestion thrown out by my esteemed friend, Mr. Ormond.

Sir, no far as military training is concerned, 1 am worry I cannot 
follow my friend, Mr. Ormond, in the last argument which he has 
brought forward, namely. th#» argument about pacifism. Mr. Ormond 
aays that these are days of pacifism and that England and other 
nations are retracing their steps so far as the question of armament 
is concerned, and are trying to limit theit armaments and their 
military power. That is all very well for those nations which are 
armed to the teeth, but so far as India is concerned, so far as Bengal 
is concerned, if we talk of pacifism it would be a shield and cover 
behind which cowards only would come forward to take shelter. First,
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lei U8 have armament and then it will he time to talk of disarmament 
ftngland can very well talk of disarmament from her high pedestal ol 
pacifism; but, so far as India is concerned, I am sorry to say thal 
pacifism and <1 inarm ament are things which are worth only to be 
uttered by cowards amongst us. I  would ask Mr. Ormond whethei 
he and his esteemed colleagues on the other side of the House would 
like to put forward that plea, so far as members of their community 
who are sojourning in this country, are concerned. Will they thin! 
of sending forth a fiat—let not members of the British community 
take to volunteering; let them not join the Auxiliary Force in tucli 
large numbers a* they are hitherto doing? Will they carry on 8 
lively and brisk campaign, so that no more members of their own 
community might join the volunteer 'force, or the unofficial army 
which is at the beck and call of the powers that be, when the time 
comes to utilise their servicesP Is it not a thing of great glory amongst 
them to become a keen volunteerP Then why deny us the privilege— 
the right,—of doing, the very Ihingg which they esteem so much in 
the case of their own community? I know my friend, Mr. Ormond 
will turn round and say that volunteering is not compulsory training; 
but when Knglaml has got to the stage of perfection in the matter oi 
military training, we want only to begin in that direction. In thit 
matter as in many others, India has to begin where England ends 
Giv* us the right, the opportunity-----

Mr. E« C. ORMOND: On a point of personal explanation, Sir. 1 
did say that I, for myself, would be in favour of voluntary military 
drill.

Babtl SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: I will not take the time of the 
Mouse any longer. All that I wish to say is that the time has definitely 
come for the Government to declare in no uncertain terms that in thf 
interests of the larger destiny of the nation, in the interests of rearing 
up a strong and virile race in this country, it should come forward 
and readily accept the resolution which has been tabled by Mr. Bejoy 
Krishna Bose.

1t was only the other day that it was trotted out by Lord Birkenhead 
from his place in the House of Lords, is  Secretary of State for India, 
that India was militarily unfit to shoulder the burden of responsible 
Government. Kir, you will pardon me if I say that it was a mean apd 
unworthy suggestion to come from a British Secretary of State, from 
a representative of that British Government, which has dominated 
over us and kept us under its heels for over a century, has disarmed 
an entire people, and has steadily refused to give them military tnun* 
iug of any kind whatsoever. And for a representative ol that 
Government to come forward and brand us as unfit from a military 
point of view for full responsible Government, when that Government
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kas dejaw d us of even* opportunity foi military training, mm I 
repeat, jpttn, cowardly and dishonourable Now that a metnbnr of a 
popular party hag couie forward with a resolution of this character 
and i* asking Government, as was done bv Dr. Moonje in the Iiidiau 
Legislature. to introduce for our young men some sort of military 
training, does it lie in the Government members to deny us this right, 
and does it lie in their uiouth to say that they are going to refuse it, 
ho that they oan continue to put forward this plea that we are militarily 
unfit, and therefore unfit for responsible Government?

5-30 p.m.
If this resolution is accepted by Government, uud if it is given effect 
to, f hope the old old argument that the Bengalis are not m ilitarily  
tit will not be trotted out again. But if  they are at all sincere in 
their profession, if they mean what they say, if they want to establish 
a popular Government in the country—a Government that is Half- 
contained and self-reliant in every department of its activity— 1 think. 
Sir, day should not be los* before they accept this resolution and 
before they give effect to it in a right and sincere spirit. Again 1 
nay, if the mover of the resolution thought fit to accept the suggestion 
of Mr Ormond— and I think it is time that we make a beginning— I 
hope Mr. McAlpin will readily come forward not only to accept the 
amendment of Mr. Ormond, but to give immediate effect to it. The 
House in that case may unanimously pass the amendment, so that 
the hands of Government may be strengthened in order to give effect 
to it at on* e in every school and college in Bengal.

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: Sir, 1 had no mind to take part 
in thi'* discussion, but after hearing my friend Mr. Ormond on the 
othei side of the House, I cannot give my silent vote in the matter.
I strongly repudiate the attitude taken up by my friend Mr. Ormond, 
ft is not c question of disarmament, it is not a question of merely 
developing the physique of the Indian students. It is a question of 
the Indians being able to take a due share and responsibility in the 
defence of their own country. Sir, the members of this House nmy 
remember the great service which was done to this country by the 
Skeen Committee by focussing public attention on the physical dis­
abilities of the Indian students. Sir, how is it that the Indians have 
now lost the capacity of defending their own country which they 
could successfully do 150 years ago? The Skeen Committee said that 
the Government of the country by depriving the Indians of any share 
in the work of defence of their own country and by giving them no 
opportunity in this respect, has brought about the present physical 
deterioration amongst the Indians. Th«y said that the Indians have 
lost their physical qualities by non-use. Sir, it was liord Macaulay 
who pointed out that the educational policy of this country was te
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train up a class of men to be a recruiting field for meek, docile and 
obedient subordinates to the mighty administrator* of tho country. 
Ilow different, Sir, is the education policy in England. It waa pointed 
out by the Skeen Committee—and these are the words of that Com­
mittee—that the educational policy of England i* adapted to the 
production of efficient leader* of men. Sir, we have had many 
protection* from our Government. If those professions are real and 
sincere, if they are bona fide, and if the Government really intend to 
give the people of this country their due share in the protection and 
defence of their country, the only alternative before them is to accept 
this simple resolution. It is only a question of principle; financial 
difficulties are no doubt there, but accept the principle first. The 
financial difficulties will be solved in course of time. My friends on 
the other side of the House should realise that the British people in 
this country are like a drop in the ocean, and they cannot successfully 
defend this country unaided by us. They must give up their prejudices, 
their predilections, and look at it from a purely dispassionate point of 
view, not merely for the purpose of protecting or defending the 
Indians, but for defending themselves as well, l^et them say whether 
without any actual preparation, the country, the military traditions 
of which have been broken during the last li)0 years, will be in a 
position to help the Government in an emergency. Sir, I believe it is 
known to Mr. Ormond that in almost all the British colonies from 
Canada downwards military training is enforced in the case of 
students, and I do not know why there Mhould 1h» any objection t<> that 
being done in this country. I sincerely believe that the original 
resolution aw moved by Mr. Be joy Krishna Bose, and not in the 
modified form suggented bv Mr. Ormond, will be accepted by this 
House.

Mr. E. C. ORMOND: Sir, 1 understand I would have been more
in order if 1 had myself moved an amendment, as I understand it is
not open to the mover to revise his resolution.

Mr. PRfttJIINT: It is still open to you to do wo.

Mr. i .  0. ORMOND: I do not know, Sir, whether I will be in 
order if I move an amendment to the resolution to the following effect: 
That the resolution of Mr. Be joy Krishna Bose do take the following 
form, namely:—

“ This Council recommends to the Government the urgent necessity 
for compulsory physical training and voluntary military drill in all 
schools and college*.”

Mr. PRKSIOBNT: Under proviso to section 37, I have allowed 
Mr. Ormond to move his amendment.
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Tht Mm M c Mr. M. 0* MeALPINf Sir, the difficulty is in drafting 
an amendment which xrill not commit Government to any large 
expenditure. Thats the whole trouble about it. At the present 
moment there are rules and regulation* for compulsory physical 
training ol boy#, and what is more, we have a special officer, 
Mr. Buchanan, who has just brought out a report on the whole subject, 
and after consideration of this report and his recommendations, we 
hope to adopt measures of physical training for school boys which 
will be very much better than in the past. Also we have promised to 
help the Calcutta t ’niviirsity. when they are able to make some rules 
making it compulsory for boys joining the University to have physical 
training in the previous two years. So far as physical education is 
concerned, we are doing everything we possibly can. The tuiiu 
trouble is about the military training, and the two troubles there are, 
firstly, mention of the word "compulsory.” which difficulty was nought 
to he removed by Mr. Ormond who wanted to make it voluntary; and 
the second is one of finance.

1 thank Mr. Ormond for his intervention in the debate.

C p.m.

My trouble i« that I do not know what the financial commitment 
of Government uill be if they accept this amendment; otherwise I 
should be happy to accept an amendment regarding voluntary* military 
training. If anyone can evolve an amendment on these lines which 
will not commit Government to any new expenditure it will 1h» accepted.

Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: Sir, at the fag end of the debate 
Mr. Ormond has come forward with a suggestion and as a matter of 
fact has moved an amendment to my resolution. Even if 1 were 
disposed to accept the amendment I find that Government is not 
prepared to lend their support to it on the ground of financial 
stringency. My friend Mr. MacAlpin i« the Member for Finance 
here in this Houre and he could not give any assurance that if the 
amendment were accepted he would help with the necessary money. 
So, under the circumstance* I find myself in a difficulty.

With regard to the question of military training, I find that I am 
in very good company because the resolution which I have tabled and 
moved is not a resolution about which I alone feel strongly, but it i* a 
resolution which finds favour with all the intelligent section of the 
Bengali community. My friend Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee has 
referred to a certain report of the Calcutta University. I have got 
that report with me here and at paragraph 7 of that report it u  stated 
that “ pending the decision by the competent authorities of the 
question of compulsory military training for all Uairersity studeali"

15
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(mark the words “ compulsory military training/’ Sir) u the University 
are prepared to accept the suggestion made by Mr. Lindsay, namely, 
the formation of an additional battalion, company and platoon ” which 
I referred to yesterday. This report is signed by Sir Jadunath Sarkar, 
Sir Nilratan Sarkar, Prof. Heramba Chandra Moitra, Dr. Sir Deva 
Prasad Sarbadhikari, Dr. Kedar Nath Das, Rai Dr. U. N. Brahmachaii 
Bahadur, Rai Bahadur Jnan Chandra Ghosh, Prof. J . R. Banerjea, 
Mr. Biraj Mohon Mazumdar, the present Vice-Chancellor, Dr. Urquhart, 
Srijut Roma Prosad Mookerjee, Dr. Pramathanath Nandi, and Mr. H. 
K. Mookerjee. I find in the list of names that the present Vice-Chan­
cellor of Calcutta University and another past Vice-Chancellor, Sir 
Nilratan Sarkar, were in favour of compulsory military training. My 
resolution simply says that if the principle is accepted a scheme may be 
drawn up. Two military gentlemen, two officers of Government, three 
or four members of this Council and representatives of Dacca and 
Calcutta Universities might sit together in that committee and consider 
how far it is possible to give effect to this resolution; the financial 
difficulties and objections of the military authorities and all other 
things will be considered by that small committee which Government 
might appoint. I am not asking Government to commit itself to-day 
and now to any amount of money for the purpose of carrying out this 
resolution. Sir, I made it clear in my speech yesterday that I 
advocated the acceptance of my resolution only, leaving it to Govern­
ment to evolve a suitable scheme. If you do not accept the principle, 
if you say that you will not give us military training, that is another 
matter. There you and I differ. If you, however, say that you are 
inclined to sympathetically consider this resolution, it may be earned 
and after that Government might by notification or by resolution 
appoint a committee for the purpose of considering how far this scheme 
can be given effect to. If practical difficulties are found and if 
superhuman obstacles are throw'n in the way of this scheme by the 
military authorities then the scheme might be scrapped altogether. 
But, Sir, where is the difficulty of accepting the principle of this 
resolution and leaving it to Government to consider whether a com­
mittee might not be appointed to draft a scheme and consider the 
advisability of giving effect to it? It is not a proposition that I, 
Bejoy Krishna Bose and my friend, Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee, 
request you to accept, but it is a matter in which the best brains of 
Bengal, namely, Sir Jadunath Sarkar, Prof. Heramba Chandra Moitra, 
Sir Nilratan Sarkar as well as the present Vice-Chancellor of Calcutta 
University, are keenly interested and they are all in favour of some 
sort of compulsory military training.

If Government had seen their way to accept the amendment of 
Mr. Ormond I might have possibly accepted i t  But now that Govern* 
inent are not willing to do so, I hope my European friends will vote 
with us in the tame lobby and help us from dying by thousands.



1929.] RESOLUTIONS. 2*7

The amendment of Mr. E. C. Ormond was then put and a division 
taken with the following result: —

AYES.

liiiraMiii, Maulvi Mahammad. 
Data* Mr. 0. H.
Parraatar, Mr. 4. Campball. 
Baanka, Mi Ithalur BairMai. 
Katam, Maulvi AM,
Laird, Mr. R. B.
Lamb, Mr. T.
Laalia, Mr. M.
Maguire, Mr. L. T.
MaClttakia, Mr. t. T.
Nag, Ravarand 0. A.

Naximuddin, Mr. Khwaja. 
Ormans, Mr. t. C.
Rata, Mr. Q, P.
Ray, Mr. Bijay Praaad Singh. 
Ray, Mr. Sarat Kumar. 
Ruthfarth, Mr. P V.
Sarkar, Sir Jadunath.
Skinnar, Mr. S. A*
Thampaan, Mr. W. M 
Travara, Mr. W. L.

NOES.

Ahmad, Maulvi Shamauddm.
AM, Maulvi Naaaan.
Ali, Maulvi Syad Naualiar.
Bagahi, Baku Ramaa Chandra.
Bakah, Maulvi Syad Majid.
Banarjaa, Babu Promatha Nath.
Banarji, Mr. P.
Barma, Rai Sahib Panahanan.
Baau, Babu Santaah Kumar.
Baaa, Babu Bajay Krtahna.
Chakraburlty, Babu Jatindr* Nath. 
Chattarjaa, Srijut Bijay Kumar.
Ohattarji, Babu Amaranc'ranath.
Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Alimux* 

saman.
Chaudhuri, Maulvi Aabrafuddln.
Chawdhury, Maulvi Mural Abaar. 
Chawdhury, Haji Badi Ahmad.
Chawdhury, Maulvi Abdul Ohani.
Oaa, Dr. Mahini Mahan.
Daa Oupta, Dr. 4. M.
Dvtl, Babu Sara I Kumar.
Faxluliah, Maulvi Muhan mad.
Canguli, Babu Pratul Chandra.
Ohaaa, Babu Amarandra Nath.
Ouha, Mr. P. N.
Oupta, Mr. Jagaah Chandra.
Hakim, Maulvi Abdul.
Maahamy, Maulvi Syad Jalaluddin.
Haqaa, Kati Kmdadut.
Maaaain, Maulvi Muhammad.
Hu*, Khan Sahib Maulvi Baxtul.
Ma*, Mr. A. K. PatMrt.
Karim, Maulvi Abdul.

Khan, Babu Oabandra Lai.
Khan, Maulvi Tamliuddin.
Law, Mr. Surandra Nalh.
Matumdar, Mr. Birandranath.
Maitra, Babu Surandra Mahan.
Maitra, Srijut Jagandra Nath.
Maakarjaa, Mr. Syamapraaad.
Mukarjaa, Srijut Taraknath.
Nag, Babu Suk Lai.
Naskar, Babu Nam Chandra.
Pain, Babu Barada Prrmnna.
Pal Chaudhuri, Mr. Ranjit.
Rahaam, Mr. A.
Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. Ahdur.
Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar.
Ray, Srijut Radha Oavtnda.
Ray Chaudhuri, Babu Sanat Kumar.
Ray, Babu Manmatha Nath,
Ray, Or. Bidhan Chandra.
Ray, Mr. D. N.
Ray, Mr. Kiran Sankar.
Ray, Mr. Sadban Chandra.
Pay Chaudhuri, Babu Nam Chandra.
Ray Chaudhuri, Rai Bahadur Satyanira 

Nath.
Saadatullah, Maulvi Muhammad.
Samad, Maulvi Abdua.
Sarkar, Babu Naliniranjan.
San Oupta, Mr. 4. M.
Singh, Srijut Taj Bahadur.
Salaiman, B uhl Muhammad.
Suhraarardy, Mr. N. S.
Tarkathirtha, KaviraJ Bimaiananda, Pundit 

Bbuahan.

The Ave* being 21 and the Noes 65, the following motion by way 
of amendment to-the resolution of Babu Bejoy Krishna Bose was lost: —

M This Council recommends to the Government the urgent neeesftity 
for compulsory physical training and voluntary military drill in all 
schools and colleges."
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The motion of Balm Be joy Krishna Bose was then put and a divi­
sion taken with the following result: —

6-15 p.m .

AYES.

Ahmad, Maulvi Shamauddin.
Ali, Maulvi Haaaan.
Bagahi, Sabu Ramaa Cli«n4ra.
Bakah, Maulvi Syad Majitf.
Banarjaa, Babu Promotha Nath.
BanarJi, Mr. P.
Barma, Rai Sahib Panchanan.
Baau, Babu Santaah Kumar 
Baaa, Babu Bajay Krishna.
Baaa, Mr. Subhas Chandra.
Chafraburtty, Babu Jatindra Nath. 
Chattarjaa, Irijut Bijay Kumar.
Chattarji, Babu Amaranaranath.
Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Alimui* 

xaman.
Chaudhuri, Maulvi Aahrafuddin.
Chaudhury, Maulvi Nural Abaar. 
Chawdhury, Haji Bad! Ahmad.
Chawdhury, Maulvi Abdul Qhani.
Dat, Dr. Mahini Mahan.
Dat Oupta, Or. M.
Outt, Babu taral Kumar, 
pailullah, Maulvi Muhammad.
Oanguli, Babu Pratul Chandra.
Ohaaa, Babu Amarandra Nath.
OaanMu Rai Bahadur Badridaa.
Quha, Mr. P. N.
Oupta, Mr. Jagaah Chandra.
Hakim, Maulvi Abdul.
Haahamy, Maulvi Byad Jalaluddin.
Hoqua, Kaai Bmdadut.
Naaaain, Maulvi Muhammao.
Hub, Khan Sahib Maulvi Batlul.
Hut, Mr. A. K. Paitatl.
Karim, Maulvi Abdul.
Khan, Babu Oabandra Lai.

Khan, Maulvi Tamizuddin.
Khan, Mr. Raiaur RahBan.
Law, Mr. Surandra Nath.
Maxumdar, Mr. Birandranath.
MaCtuakia, Mr. C. T.
Maitra, Babu Surandra Mahan.
Maitra, Srijut Jagandra Nath.
Noakarjaa, Mr. Syamapraaad 
Mukarjaa, Srijut Taraknath.
Nag, Babu Suk Lai.
Naakar, Babu Ham Chandra.
Pain, Babu Barada Pnawnna- 
Pal Chaudhuri, Mr. Ranjit.
Rahaam, Mr. A.
Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. AMur- 
Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar.
Ray, Srijut Radha Oavinda.
Ray Chaudhuri, Babu Sanat Kumar.
Ray, Babu Manmatha Nath.
Ray, Dr. Bidhan Chandra.
Ray, Mr. Bijay Fraud Singh.
Ray, Mr. D. N.
Ray, Mr. Kiran Sankar.
Fay, Mr. Sadhan Chandia.
ray Chaudhuri, Babu Htm Chandra.
Ray Chaudhuri, Rai Bahadur Satyandra 

Nath.
Saadatullah, Maulvi Muhammad.
Samad, Maulvi Abdus.
Sarkar, Babu Naiiniranjan.
San Oupta, Mr. J. M.
Singh, Srijut Taj Bahadur.
Salaiman, Maulvi Muhammad. 
Tarkathirtha, KaviraJ Biiralananda, Pundit 

Bhuahan.

NOES.

Batlruddin, Maulvi Mahammad.
Blair, Mr. 4. R.
Oaaaalla, Mr. A.
Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi HaBtur 

Rahman.
Data, Mr. 0. R.
Daah, Mr. A. 
taaaan, Mr. 0. A.
Qhafh, Mr. M. C.
Ohumavi, tha Han'bla Afhadj Sir Abdal*

OHahflat* Mr. It ML 
Ournar, Mr. 0. w.
Hm u  Mr. ft. P.

Mapkyns, Mr. W. S.
Huaaain, Maulvi Latafat,
Jankina, Dr. W. A.
Laird, Mr. R. B.
Lamb, Mr. T.
Laalia, Mr. M.
Magvira, Mr. L. T.
MaAlpin, tha Han'Ma Mr. M C. 
Mlttar, tha Han'bla Sir Pravaah 
Mabarly, tha Han'Ma Mr. A. N. 
Nartmwdiin, Mr. Khwaja. 
Ormand, Mr. B. 6.
Raaa, Mr. 0. P.
Pwahfarth, Mr. P v.



H».] v RISOLTmolfB,
ft&rkar, tir JarttmfttH. ThWHWWi, Mr* W. H. 

TrtMn, Mr. W. LSlthHMN', tfKl. A. 
StapiitM) Mr. M. I. Tvynam, Mr. M. 4,
Tsts, Ma)sr •«Mr«l Cttifr*y.

The Ayes being 68 and the Noes ‘13, the following motion wa# 
carried: —

“ This Council recommends to the Government the urgent necessity 
of promulgating1 rules and regulations for making compulsory in all 
schools for boys to take lessons in physical training and military drill, 
and in all colleges for students to receive military training/*

The following motion was, in the absence of the movers, deemftyTto 
be withdrawn

“ Maulvi 8YED JALALUD DIN  HASHEM Y and Mr. JO CEtH  
CHANDRA CU P TA : This Council recommends to the Government 
that the present grant for maintaining the Sanskrit pandits and 
students at Xawadwip be diverted towards starting a regular residential 
Sanskrit to!  undei a managing committee."

Appointed Chairman o f  the District Board of Bankura.

Srijut BIJAY KUMAR CH ATTER JEEs Mr. President, Sin I beg 
to move the resolution that stands in my name, nr., “ This Council 
recommends to the Government that it should immediately remove the 
appointed Chairman of the District Hoard of Bankura and restore to 
the people the right of electing their own Chairman/*

Sir, it is an elementary right of the people that I am claiming, it 
is the ordinary privilege granted by Statute to the people of a district 
to elect their own Chairman of the District Board. And I further 
claim that unless the Government can make out a definite case, 
supported bv facts and figures, unless it can bring out positive proof in 
support of its case, unless it can satisfy the people of Bengal, it muit 
immediately restore to the people of Bankura the right of electing 
their own Chairman of the District Board. Before I proceed further,
I want to give a true history of the controversy between the District 
Board of Bankura and the bureaucracy. Ever since the right of 
electing their Chairman had been granted to the people of Bankura, 
the work of the District Board was being carried on with efficiency and 
ability, of which any district can be proud of. The first elected Chair­
man of the District Board, Rai Bamacharan Kay Bahadur, carried on 
the administration of the District Board with ability and efficiency that 
brought forth the admiration of all the people concerned. Advanced 
age and serious illness prevented Rai Bamacharan Ray Bahadur.jjftm 
standing as a candidate for the same, and his noble footsteps ew e
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followed by Srijut Manindra Bhusan Sinha, who was unanimously 
elected Chairman by all the elected members of tbe Board, after the 
retirement of the Rai Bahadur. The self-sacrifice, the fearlessness, 
<he power of administration, the honesty of purpose of Srijut Manindra 
Bhusan Sinha brought forth admiration from all quarters. The 
Universal opinion was that whether in the matter of sanitation, public 
health, water-supply, education, physical culture, the district of 
Bankura was going ahead, and I should specially mention the intro­
duction of the treatment of leprosy and the opening of numerous leprosy 
centres for free treatment of poor lepers and the establishment of a 
school for imparting training in physical culture, which were among 
the many benevolent and useful things done by the newly constituted 
Board. The unstinted admiration, tbe immense popularity, the 
sincere gratitude of the people of Bankura towards the District Board, 
controlled and managed by the Congress party, was too much for the 
local Government officers led by that notorious public servant—Babu 
Anadi Ranjan Bose of Charmanair fame—who was all along trying to 
get up a conspiracy against tbe members of tbe District Board. And 
it was not difficult for the local officers to find out a point for picking 
up a quarrel with tbe District Board and the establishment of Union 
Boards within the district of Bankura was made a point at i*sue. The 
people of Bankura have never been enamoured of tbe usefulness and 
utility of the Union Boards and they tried to express their disapproba­
tion before the local Government officials tried to establish Union 
Boards within the district. The then Chairman of the District Board, 
Rai Bamaoharan Ray Bahadur, who enjoyed the confidence of both the 
people of the district and Government, gave his considered opinion as 
Chairman of the District Board that the establishment of the Union 
Boards in the district of Bankura would never be popular; and my 
information is that successive District Magistrates and Collectors of 
Bankura gave their definite opinion that it would not be possible to 
establish Union Boards in tlio district of Bankura. But the Govern­
ment was obdurate. It sent Mr. Ilart as Collector, with a definite 
purpose of establishing Union Boards in the district. This gentleman 
is now dead and ordinary courtesy and politeness require that I should 
not say anything against him now, as regards his ability and 
intelligence. But I can say this without transgressing the sense of 
decency and decorum that this old man tried his best to induce the 
people of Bankura to accept T^nion Boards, and he addressed numerous 
open public meetings for this purpose. But, unfortunately, at the 
said public meetings he met with open opposition from the people who 
would not accept Union Boards. His worthy lieutenant, the now 
notorious Anadi Ranjan Bose, of Charmaniar fame, whose seal to 
please his masters induced him to transgress the limits of honesty, 
truth, justice and fairness, by dishonest methods tried to force Union 
Boards upon the unwilling people of Bankura. And I am quoting the
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authority of no lew a person than Mr. Justice Digamber Chatterjee. 
who was for many years one of His Majesty’s Judges of the Honourable 
High Couit, and is now residing in the village Maliara within the 
district of Bankura, who personally told me how public documents 
were tampered with, faise reports were written by the Subdivisional 
Officer and Circle Officer, in their inordinate zeal to establish Union 
Boards. And I have got with me ample evidence to prove before any 
court of law the dishonesty of the local officers.

In this state of affairs the election of Local Boards took place. The 
election took place on the issue of Union Boards and the electors gave 
a mandate to the newly elected members of the l/ocal B o ard s to oppose 
the establishment of Union Boards in the district.

In the District Conference held at Vishnupur, in which representa­
tives of the district were present, it was unanimously decided to oppose 
the establishment of Union Boards in the district. Protest meetings 
were held throughout the district. So the elected members of the 
District Board had no other alternative than to oppose the establish­
ment of Union Boards. The District Board and Local Boards, which 
were consulted by the District Magistrate, opposed the establishment 
of Union Boards very strongly. But unfortunately these protests and 
opinions were pushed aside with contempt and the bureaucratic std 
in enforcing the Village Self-Government Act prevailed. The resource­
ful local officials gave up all open activities and proceeded to work in 
the dark with the aid of coercion, harassment, intimidation and 
deception. False petitions demanding Union Boards were manufac­
tured, as few men of their choice were seized, and mock elections were 
held. Thus the Union Boards were wrongfully thrust into existence. 
The District Board demanded an open inquiry'. They approached the 
Hon’ble Mr. Ghuznavi (uow Sir), the then Minister in charge* of Local 
Self-Government Department, through a deputation headed by the 
Chairman for redress. Everything proved unavailing, till at last they 
felt compelled to allot a nominal sum of Re 1 only in the annual budget 
estimates for 1928-29 under the head " Grant to Union Boards” to 
mark their protest against Executive wrong-doing. Then the Govern­
ment took the more revengeful step against the Board by withholding 
payment of the Augmentation grant for 1928-29 on the alleged offence 
of the letter's refusing to discharge statutory obligations towards Union 
Boards. The injustice of this course is open to everybody. But 
even assuming, but not admitting, for argument’s sake that the then 
members of the District Board failed in their duty laid by the Statute, 
the Government was certainly not justified in depriving the people of 
the benefit of the grant from Provincial Revenues for an act of remiss* 
ness on the part of the District Board. The Government did not care 
to send a reply to the District Board letter on this matter. At ’this 
stage the term of the previous Board came to an end and the praatnt
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Board was reconstituted, which, however, has sanctioned a suitable 
grant for Union Boards for the current year 1929-30. Now the 
pertinent question arises why should the crime—if it was at all a 
crime—of the defunct Board visit the present one and why should 
Srijut Manindra Bhusan Sinha be sacrificed for an act of the preceed- 
ing Board? Obviously the motive of Government is to destroy the 
Congress influence in the Board.

It was in December, 1928, that Srijut Manindra Bhusan Sinha was 
unanimously elected Chairman of the District Board by all the elected 
mem hers.

Four or five months passed away and nothing was heard from the 
Government as regards 'he confirmation of the election till the begin­
ning of June, 1929, wten the Divisional Commissioner made an un­
official inquiry from the said Mr. Sinha whether he would resign Chair­
manship in view of Government’s decision disapproving of his 
election. He wrote a spirited reply saying that he was incapable of 
doing ho as it would be tantamount to relinquishing a trust held bv him 
from his brother membets on the Board. Thereafter the executive fiat 
was issued rejecting the Hoard's choice withdrawing its right to elect its 
own Chairman and appointing Babu Nagendra Nath Ghose, a nominated 
member of the Distri(t board, as its Chairman. One or two words can 
be said of this Xngen Babu. He does not belong to the district of 
Bankura. Tie >s a foreigner. He came from Jessore to practise in 
Bankura. By his flattery and un*crupulout«ness he has become a 
favourite of the Government-----

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, I think you should withdraw the 
word “ unsonipulousneKB.”

Srijut BIJAY KUMAR CH ATTERJEE: Very well, Sir. And he 
aspires to be the Government Pleader and Public Prosecutor after the 
retirement of that venerable lawyer, Rai Basanta Kumar Neogy 
Bahadur, Nagendra Babu is a henchman of the Government, and 
during the last District Board election he failed to secure an election 
to the District Board. Nagendra Babu was suddenly nominated a 
member of the District Board and then, just before the Bengal Council 
•lection, was nominated Chairman of the District Board.

Now the position is that Babu Nagendra Nath Ghose, the nominated 
Chairman, has no following. He is supported by only 7 nominated 
members, while the 16 elected members of the District Board are 
against him. Finding bis position #insecure he has tendered his resig­
nation—at least that is his statement before the members of the Board. 
But ,up till now no orders have been passed by the Government. So 
th* work of the District Board has come to a standstill. There is no
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wav out of this impasse. I have put several questions to the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Local Self-Government Department and you, 
Sir, have Allowed these questions. But up till now no answer has been 
given. Although there were several questions regarding the District 
Board, the Hon’ble Member in charge of this Department has attempted 
to give a vague answer to one question, but has withheld information 
on matters which he thinks, I presume, inconvenient. May I ask the 
Hon’ble Member—is it just, is it proper, is it honest to avoid these 
important questions in this way? And even if he has attempted not 
to answer my questions I ask these questions here from the floor of 
this House.

MEMBER in charge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART­
MENT (the Hon’ble Sir Provash Chundar Mittar): On a
point of personal explanation, Sir. May 1 point out that we had to 
make certain references to the local officers, and that is the reason for 
the delay in giving answers to his questions.

Srijut BIJAY KUMAR CH A TTER JEE: I ask—will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to state the reason why Government did not confirm 
the election of Srijut Manindra Bhusan Sinha, who was elected Chair­
man of the Bankura District Board by an overwhelming majority? 
Is the Government aware that Srijut Manindra Bhusan Sinha 
discharged his d u t ie s  as Chairman of the Bankura District Board for 
three y ea rs  with conspicuous ability, and if  so, what are the reasons  
for removing him? I pause foi a reply. I ask—will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state why is it that Government did not ask the 
Bankura District Board to elect another Chairman? What were the 
reasons for depriving the people of Bankura of the right to elect u 
Chairman of their own choice? I pause for an answer. I further 
ask—will the Hon’ble Member be pleaded to state wThen Babu Nagendra 
Nath Ghose tendered his resignation as Chairman of the District Board 
and how long is it likely to take Government to pass orders in the 
matter of accepting the resignation? I ask—is the Government aware 
that considerable discontent prevails among the people of Bankura over 
the appointment of a nominated Chairman? And I ask—what 
immediate steps does the Government think of taking to allay the 
prevailing feeling of discontent in Bankura? I pause for an answer. 
One word more and I have done.

I t is to be regretted, when the whole of India is pulsating for self- 
determination, when the united India is demanding their birth*right, 
their power to control all departments of administration, to guide their 
own destiny, the Government of Bengal will not even concede to the 
people the right of electing their own Chairman. If  Srijut Manindra 
Bhusan Sinha is objectionable, if he has done any wrong for which
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our benevolent Government may not see its way to confirm his election, 
why is it that the Government should not ask the members to elect any 
other person as their Chairman? Why is it that the Government 
would attempt to nominate a Chairman of their own choice? And 
even when the said Chairman finds his position so bad, when he finds 
that he has no following and he tenders his resignation, the Govern­
ment will not accept the said resignation. If it is the intention of 
the Government to supersede Bankura District Board, why does not it 
say so openlyP I presume that Sir P. C. Mitter, k t ., c.i .e ., Member in 
charge of Local Self-Government Department, was connected with the 
Indian National Congress for about 25 years. The other day he stated 
it openly in the court of the Presidency Magistrate, Calcutta, in the 
case of Emperor versut Ratnananda Chatterjee. May I ask the valiant 
knight what personal consideration induced him to take away the rights 
of the people and to yield to the whims of the officials? Why does 
he not appoint a non-official committee to inquire whether the people 
of Bankura want Union Boards?

My resolution is a reasonable one. It is very moderate and just. I, 
therefore, hope that all th<* different parties of this House will 
unanimously support me. To-day Bankura is affected—to-morrow the 
sword may fall on Howrah—next day on Mvmensingh. Sb it is 
high time that it should be stopped.

With these words, Sir, I move the resolution.

Babu 8ANAT KUMAR RAY CHAUDHURI: Sir, the story that 
wre have just heard is infamous and borders on the scandalous. I do 
not know whether the resolution of the Government of India of 1918 is 
a dead-letter with our Government officials and heads of departments. 
In that resolution we have been told that the declared policy of Govern­
ment would l»e to allow the District Boards and municipalities to elect 
their own Chairmen and that experiments would be made in more than 
one municipality first and then it would be made universal, and certain 
District Boards were singled out for the experiment. Thereafter 
experiments were carried out in other local bodies, and I understand 
from my friend Balm fiijay Kumar Chatterjee that an experiment 
was conducted with success in the Bankura District Board. That 
resolution goes on to say that this is a new experiment and therefore 
th<* people will undoubtedly make mistakes, but Government were of 
opinion that the people should learn by making mistakes. Now, why 
is this punishment to be inflicted on the District Board of Bankura to 
be deprived of their right to elect their own Chairman? Another 
resolution of the Bengal Government should be issued saying that in 
future we are going in more and more for appointing nominated Chair­
men as we used to do M the halcyon days of old. If this be the 
declared policy of Government one can understand it.
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64 5  p.m.

There !* another thing which strikes me and that is that the prestige 
of any official is higher than the well-being of the public whose 
accredited representatives have been entrusted with the onerous and 
responsible duty of managing the affairs of the District Boards. This 
is hardly * compliment to a statutory’ body. Is the office of the Chaitv 
man of a District Board such an unimportant one that we can leave it 
vacant or in suspense for any length of time? These are the questions 
which must be answered by the Head of the Local Self-Government 
Department before he can take any action. And as I understand he 
is a nationalist at heart; if h*> is sincere in his desire he must see that 
self-government advances in great strides. I think there can be no 
two opinions about this ami the resolution should at once be accepted.

Adjournment

Mr, PRE8IDENT: The Council has now got to be adjourned for 15 
minutes for prayers. H aving regard to the nature of the business 
before the House, I think it is useless to reassemble after prayers 
only for quarter of an hour; so the Council stands adjourned till 3 p.m ., 
on Friday, the 9th August, 1929, at the Town H all, Calcutta.
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislates Council r r “ t.ri under 
the provisioni of the Government of India Act

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Friday, the 9th August, 1929, at 3 p.m.

Present:

Mr. President (the H tn’ble Raja M anmatha N ath  R ay Ch a u d h u b i, 
of Santosh) in the Chaii, the four Hon’ble Members of the Executive 
Council, and 117 nominated and elected members.

Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given).

All-India Medical Council Bill.

*44. Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the lxx*al Self-Government (Medical) Department be 
pleased to stutfr—

(i) whether a recert conference was held at Simla regarding’ the
intioduction of an All-India Medical Council Bill; and

(ii) whether representatives of the Government of Bengal attended
the conferent*?

(b) Will the Ilon’ble Member be pleased to state whether non­
official opinions were invited from Bengal on the proposed Bill?

{c) Is the Hon’ble Member aware of the opposition to the All- 
India Medical Registration Bill by the independent medical profession 
in Bengal and by the All-India Medical Association?

(</) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what attitude was 
taken by the Government of Bengal at the conference?

MKMBSR in charge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT 
(RESERVED MEDICAL) DEPARTMENT (the HcnPMe Mr. A. N.
Mohorty): (a) (i) A conference was held to consider whether the crea­
tion of All-India Medical Council was acceptable in principle.

(n*) Yet.
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(ft) N&> A draft Bill was received, but it was of a confidential 
character and no opinion was invited except from the Council of 
Medical Registration and State Medical Faculty.

(c) No. They have made no inquiries.
(d) Government are not prepared to disclose what took place at 

a conference held by the Government of India.

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: With reference to answer (ft) will 
the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what was the reason for not 
consulting the Calcutta University?

The Hon'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I have already said that the 
Bill was of a confidential character and it wan desired that di.wis* 
sions pertaining to it should be conducted confidentially.

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether it was a fact that the Bill sought to introduce 
certain checks on th»* examinations conducted by the Calcutta 
University ?

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: 1 have nothing to add to my
answer.

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: Did the Government of Bengal 
agre? to meet th<» salary and establishment charges of un officer 
appointed by the Government of India for the control of medical 
examinations—Commissi* ner for Medical Examinations for the whole 
of India?

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: 1 am not prepared to disclose 
matters which aie under correspondence with the Government of India.

Location of the Kumarkhali Registration office in Nadia.

*4& Mr. RANJIT PAL CHOUDHURI: (a) Will the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Education (Registration) Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Kumarkhali Registration 
office in Nadia is located in a small rented house?

(ft) Is it a fact that the said office is situated in an objectionable 
quarter in the bazar?

(c) Is it a fact that there is no ariangenient for shelter to the general 
registering public from rain or eun ?

(d) Is it a fact that there i» no latrine arrangement t
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(e) If the answers to (c) and (d) are in the affirmative, what steps, 
if any, do the Government propose to take to redress the grievances of 
both males and females having business at the registration office?

if) What is the monthly average number of registrations in the said 
office?

(g) Is it a fact that the public grievances were brought to the notice 
of the Inspector-General of Registration by petition signed by three to 
four hundred sufferers on the 15th January, 1929, by a registered letter?

(h) If the answer to (g) is in the affirmative, what steps, if any, 
have been taken by the Inspector~General in the matter?

(t) Has the Inspector-General informed the first signatory to the 
petition of his decision?

MEMBER in oharge of EDUCATION (REGISTRATION) 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Alhadj Sir Abdelkerim Chuznavi):
(a) Yes. In a rented house

(b) No.
(c) No.
(</) No.
(?) Does not arise.
(/) 358.
(g) No.
(h) and (0 Do not arise.

the latrine arrangements in the Registration office at Kumarkhali are 
quite adequate for male* and females?

Mauivi SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Does the Government think that
The Hon’ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI* That is a

matter of opinion.

Mr. RANJIT PAL CHQUDHURI: Do the Government think 
that latrine arreng&qientK are not necessary in Registration offices?

The Hon’ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: This again 
is a matter of opinion.

Mauivi SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Does not the Government think 
it necessary as a part of its duty to provide latrine arrangements at 
Kumarkhali?

The Hon’ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: I may tell 
the member that there is a municipal latrine within 2 minutes’ walk 
of the Sub-Registry office; further, the public attending the office use 
the Sub-Registrar’s private latrine.
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Posting of an Assistant Sssskms Judgs to Malda.

•48. Babu ROMES CHANORA BACCHI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state 
whether the Government are aware that more than twenty sessions ease* 
are pending for trial at Malda and that the accused persons are being 
detained in jail for a considerable period?

(h) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the amount of judicial work, 
both civil and criminal, at present at Malda is very great?

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of posting an 
Assistant Sessions Judge there, permanently, in the interest of public 
justice?

(d) Is it a fact that the Government, and the High Court have 
sanctioned the posting of one Assistant Sessions Judge at Malda for 
one year?

(e) If so, why has no effect as yet been given to the said orderP
if) Is it a fact that five Subordinate Judges have recently been

invested with the powers of Assistant Sessions Judge?
(g)  Ar^ the Government considering the desirability of immediate­

ly posting one of these officers at Malda?

MEMBER in chargs of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon’ble Mr. A. N. Moberly): («) Fifteen cases were pending at the 
end of June, 1929, of which two have since been disposed of. Thirty- 
four persons were in jail. Government have no exact information as 
to the period, but it is probable that in some cases it is considerable.

(b) A statement is laid on the table.
(c) No.
(d) The appointment of an Additional Sub-Judge with the power* 

of an Assistant Sessions Judge for Malda was originally sanctioned 
by Government for one year from 14th May, 1928, exclusive of the civil 
court vacation. The term of the appointment of the Additional Sub- 
Judge was subsequently extended for a further period of one year 
from the 16th June, 1929, minus the civil court vacation.

(>) The order was given effect to, but subsequently it wa* found 
tha4 the number of sessions cases at Rajshahi was greater than that 
at Malda, and therefore, at the suggestion of the District Judge, an 
e x c h a u g e  was effected between the Sub-Judge of Rajshahi and the 
Assistant Sessions Judge of Malda after the laat Easter holidays.

if) Six officers were so vested.
(g) No; but the question of posting an Assistant Sessions Judge to 

Maida after the civil court vacation will be considered.



-Statement referred to in the reply to clause (b) of starred question 
So. 40 showing the state of the files of the courts at Malda (civil 
and criminal) at the close of the 2nd quarter of 1929.
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• Government, Mnctloncri the emit inn of the pout of a temporary Sutiordlnate Judge with tit* power* 
of »n AMlnUiit Hwwkm* Judge for Maida for one year from 14tti May, 192H. phtt one year front 10th Jane, 
1029. mtttut civil court vacation.

t  Of tJ tw  two catca have ilnce been diapoaed of.

Bibu ROMES CHANDRA BAGCHI: Will the Honble Member }>e 
pleased to ntftte, with reference to answer {e>, why the District Judge 
instead of himself ran tuning at ttajsliahi, where the file of Sessions 
ruses was heavier, went to Malda keeping the Assistant Sessions Judge 
at Hajnhahi?

Tilt Hon»W« Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: There are certain rases which 
the Sessions Judge can try, but which the Assistant Sessions Judge 
has no power to try. An Assistant Sessions Judge at Malda cannot 
dispose of all the Sessions cases.

Babu SURINDRA MOHAN MOITRA; Is the Hon’ble Member 
aware that immediately after the exchange between the Subordinate 
Judge of Bajjshahi and the Assistant Sessions Judge at Malda, the 
District Judge of Kajsbahi went to Malda and has been remaining 
there since?

TIM Ho*»bt* Mr. A. N. MOBIRLYl No.
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MIRE NORA MOHAN MOITRA: Is the Hon’ble Member 
aware t l i |t  on account of the Sessions Judge at Rajshahi remaining 
at Malda, criminal appeals have not been heard for the last three 
months and the appellants sentenced to 6 months* imprisonment have 
not been given judgment up till now? Is it a fact that the criminal 
work at Malda is suffering heavily inasmuch as judgments aw* not 
delivered in time, and a matter of fact in one case the judgment 
of an appeal heard 3 months ago has not been delivered up till now?

Thi Hon'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLYS Government have no infor­
mation.

Closing of oourts for Jumms praysr.

•47. Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFJl! (a) Will the
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to
state—

(i) whether as a matter of practice or rule the subordinate courts
of criminal juiisdiction are closed from 12-30 to 2 p.m. on
Fridays to enable the Moslem employees, lawyers and
litigants to say their Jumma prayer; and

( i i ) whether this practice or rule obtains in the subordinate courts
of civil jurisdiction?

(b) If the answer to (a) (ii) i« in the negative, is the Hon’ble 
Member aware that the non-closing of the civil courts for Jumma 
prayer on Fridays causes a great deal of hardship and inconvenience 
to the Moslem employees, lawyers and litigants and interferes with 
their freedom to say Jumma prayer?

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether there 
exist any circulars or notifications of Government applicable to sub­
ordinate courts of both criminal and civil jurisdiction and to all 
Government offices directing them to suspend works for a sufficient 
period of time on Fridays to enable the Moslem employees, lawyers 
and litigants to say their Jumma prayer?

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to lay on the table a copy of each of the said 
circulars or notifications?

(*) Is the Hon'ble Member aware that in some of the courts in 
mufassal the said circulars or notifications are not strictly given effect 
to?

if) Are the Government considering the desirability of issuing 
orders for the observance of the orders?

16
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(g) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleaded to state whether the Government are considering the 
desirability of issuing a circular to all courts, both civil and criminal 
jurisdiction, and to all Government offices, making it obligatory upon 
them to suspend all works till 2 p.m. or at least from 12-30 to 2 p.m. 
on Fridays to enable the Moslem employees, lawyers and litigants 
to say their Jumma prayer?

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: (a) (i) The circular printed 
below may be seen. In some places little advantage is taken of the 
rule.

<u) No.
(b) No.
(o) Different orders regarding facilities for JumTna prayer are in 

force regarding civil courts, criminal and revenue courts and offices.
(d) A copy of the following circulars is laid on the table: —

(i) Letter Nos. 8288-8312 J., dated the 21st December, 1923.
(it) Letter Noh. 786-90 A.D., dated the 16th May, 1925.

(e) No.
if) No.
iff) No.

Circular referred to in the reply to clause (d) of starred question
Xo. 47.

Nos. 780-90 A.D., dated Darjeeling, the 16th May, 1925.
From -The Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
To—All Commissioners of Divisions.

I am directed to refer to this department letter Nos. 2266-70 A., 
dated the 17th January, 1924, on the subject of facilities to Muham­
madans of all classes, having dealings with the courts, for attending 
Jumma prayer on Fridays. I t has since been represented to Govern­
ment that the orders already passed in the matter do not for various 
reasons achieve tbe object aimed at, and it has been suggested that 
all works in the mufassal courts should be stopped between 12-30 and
2 p.m. on Fridays.

2. The Governor in Council after careful consideration has 
accepted the proposal, and direct that on Fridays the criminal and 
revenue courts in your division shall adjourn from 12-30 p.m. to 2 
p.m. Work will not be suspended in the offices but Muhammadan 
employees of Government should, if they so desire, be permitted to
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absent themselves during the time that the courts an closed and 
other Muhammadans having business at the offices should not be called' 
upon to attend during that time. Subject to your control district 
officers may vary or extend the time during which the sittings of the 
courts are suspended, where this course is necessary owing to special 
local circumstances, such as the distance of the courts from the , 
mosque, and Government desire that full effect should be given to 
their policy that all Muhammadans employed or having business in 
the courts and public offices should be given every possible facility 
for attendance at Jumma prayers.

3. These orders, which supersede all previous orders on the subject, 
should be communicated to all district and suhdivisional officers in 
your division.

Circular referred to in the reply to clause (d) of starred question
No. 47.

Nos. 8288-8312 J., dated Calcutta, the 21st December, 1923.
From -The Officiating Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 

Judicial Department,
To—All District Judges; the Chief Judge, Small Causes Court, 

Calcutta; the Chief Presidency Magistrate, Calcutta; 
the Sujjerintendent and Legal Remembrancer, Bengal; 
and the Administrator-General and Official Trustee, 
Bengal.

I am directed to refer to the Appointment Department circular 
letter Noe. 3186-3211 A., dated the 21st April, 1921 (to the endorse 
ment Nos. 1423-26 J., dated the 30th April, 1921), regarding the 
grant of leave on Fridays to Muhammadan employees of Government 
to say their Jumma prayers. It ha* been brought to the notice of 
Government by an interpellation in the Legislative Council that liti­
gants and other persons of the Muhammadan faith feel difficulty in 
attending mosques to say their Jumma prayers, as the instructions 
issued in the matter do not include them. Although inquiries made 
by Government in this behalf have brought to light no specific 
instance of hardship it is clear from the general trend of the reports 
received that it is desirable to issue definite instructions to ensure the 
enjoyment of similar facilities by all persons of the Muhammadan 
faith who have business with the courts.

2. The Governor in Council accordingly directs that the instruc* 
tions contained in the circular letter referred to above should be 
extended to Muhammadans of all classes having dealings with the 
courts (e.g., employees, litigants, witnesses, pleaders and mukhtear*).
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An absence from duty for one hour and a half on Fridays, normally 
between 12-30 and 2 p.m., should be permitted to them without the 
necessity for application for permission; and where special circum­
stances indicate the necessity, as where the congregational mosque 
is at a distance from the court, the time should be extended by the 
local officers, who should use their discretion in so adjusting the 
arrangements as to give full effect to the intention of Government 
that the Muhammadans employed in or having business in the courts 
may have complete freedom for the performance of Jumma prayers.

Doorcase in population of Jeesore.

•4S. Maulvi iYED MAJID BAKSH: (a) Is the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Local Self-Government Department aware that 
during the last twenty-five years or more the population of Jessore 
has decreased by about 160,000 on account of the extremely malarious 
condition of the district?

(b) Has there b«*en any decrease in the population of Jessore between 
the years 1900 and 1929 P

(c) If so, to what extent P

MEMBER in charge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART­
MENT (the Hon'ble Sir Provash Chunder Mitter): («). (//>, and (c) 
The census reports show a decrease in the population of Jessore district 
from 1,791,856 to 1,700,924 between the years 1901 and 1921. Returns 
of births and deaths from 1921 to 1928 show a further excess of 
deaths of 68,309 during that period. There appears to be no doubt 
that malaria is a factor contributing to these figures.

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
to state what steps are being taken to combat malaria in the district 
of Jessore?

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I must ask 
for notice of that,

1*U  NALINIRAN4AN; BARKER: Was the attention of the 
Hon’ble Member drawn to these figures before the question had been 
put?

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Not exactly to 
these figures, but to the prevalence of malaria in the district.

Dr. KUMUD tAMKAfe RAY: Was there any inquiry made to 
remedy the evil?
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TIH ffanPMa Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: There were 

various inquiries, and the papers are so voluminous that I cannot give 
you any details without notice.

Mf» D. N. ROYl What are the other causes of th«* decrease in the 
population?

The Hoft’Me Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I want uotice 
of this.

Mauivi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Will tht> Hon’ble Member be 
pleaded to tell us whether it is not a fact that in order to combat 
malaria the Bhairab Di a inage Scheme was taken up by Government?

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: The Bhairab 
Drainage Scheme was discussed at that time, but I am not aware 
whether it was taken up

Mauivi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Is the Hou’ble Member aware 
that the late Maharaja of Nadia gave a distinct undertaking in this 
House that this scheme would be taken up in a very short time?

The HOft’bie Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I am not
personally aware of tha*.

M«ulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Will the Hon’ble Member inform 
me personally whether it is not a fact that 1 gave notice of a serie* 
of questions about the Bhairab Drainage Scheme?

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is no question.

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: If the Hon’ble Member was aware 
of that fart lief ore thin <iue*tion wax tabl’d, why has he not given a 
more detailed reply?

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is no supplementary question; it is more 
or less an argument.

Mauivi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Will the Hnn’ble Member be 
pleased to state when tin* Bhairab Drainage Schema will be taken upP

The Hen'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER I I cannot say, 
it it not in my department.
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Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: I want a definite reply ae to when

Government is going to set apart a substantial sum in order to take 
up this important project?

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tbe Hon’ble Member has already said that he 
is not concerned with this scheme.

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH2 Whoever might be concerned, I 
want an answer.

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order.

3-16 p.m.

Holding of Court of Sessions at Makla.

MS. Babu ROMES CHANDRA BAGCHI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge ol tbe Judicial Department be pleased to state what 
is the usual period and interval during and after which the present 
District Judge of Rajshabi and Malda is to hold Court of Sessions at 
Malda P

(b) Does he get any allowance in addition to his salary when he 
stays at Malda for judicial dutiesP

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble
Member be pleased to state—

(i) the amount of such allowance;
(u) the amount of svch allowance drawn by the Said District

Judge; and
(iii) the periods for which such allowance has been drawn P

fyi) Is it a fact that tbe High Court recently sanctioned a Subordi­
nate Judge with the powers of an Assistant Sessions Judge for Malda 
for one year for doing civil judicial work and also for clearing heavy 
arrears of Sessions ruses pending at Malda P

(e) Is it a fact that the said District Judge has been keeping the 
officer at Rajshahi while he is himself remaining at Malda for trying 
Sessions cases there P

(/) If the answer to («) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member he pleased to state what steps the Government proposes to 
take to prevent such actions of the District Judge of Rajshahi and 
Malda P

Tht Hon’ble Mrw A. N. MOBERLY: (a) There is no fixed period 
or interval for holding sessions at Malda According to the provi­
sions of Rule 46, Chaptei I, Volume I of the Court’s Genera! Rules
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and Cuwflw Order*, Criminal, th© Sessions Judges are required to 
fix the number ol sessions to be held during a year and to report the 
arrangement to the High Court for approval. The dates so fixed for 
the commencement of Sessions at Malda during the years 1928 and 
1929 are as shown below: —

1928—January 3rd, February 1st, March 5th, June 4th, September 
3rd and December 3rd.

1929—January 28th, February 4th, April 2nd, June 3rd and 
September lr*th.

(b) Yes.
(c) (t) Rs. 7-8 per diem.
(ii) and (m)—

12th D&cember 1928 to 19th December 1928—8 days c Rs. 60.
21st January 1929 to 23rd January 1929—3 days^Rs. 22-8.
24th January 1929 to 8th February 1929—10 days Its. 120.

The above is for the year 1928-29; no information is available for 
1929-30, as the accounts have not yet been audited;

(d) and (e) The appointment of an Additional Sub-Judge with the 
powers of an Assistant Sessions Judge for Malda was originally sanc­
tioned by Government for ont year from 14th May, 1928, exclusive of 
the civil court vacation. The term of the appointment of the Addi­
tional Sub-Judge was subsequently extended for a further period of 
one year from the 16th Jane, 1929, minus the civil court vacation.

It was found that the number of Sessions cases at Rajshahi was 
greater than that at Malda and therefore at the suggestion of the 
District Judge an exchange was effected betw een  the Sub-Judge of 
Rajshahi and Assistant Sessions Judge of Malda after the last Easter 
holidays.

(/) In view of what has been stated above, this does not arise.

Babu SURENDRA MOHAN MOITRAi Will the Hon’ble Member 
bd pleased to mak? an inquin whether after this exchange the amount 
of criminal works at Rpjshahi has increased or decreased?

The Hon'ble Mr. A. N. MOB1RLYS That is a request for action.

Mr. PRESIDENTS No doubt that, in this Council, a member is 
not generally allowed to press for action by a question. But, if I 
am to give my considerate opinion in the matter, I must say that it 
may very wall be one of the objects of a question*
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TIm Hobble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: If the member will ask a 
question next session on the subject, I will have it examined.

Earning! of th t Compoaitora of the Bongal Covam mant  Praaa.

*50. Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI; (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that in the Bengal Government Press the earnings 
of the compositors are gradually decreasing while those of the salaried 
hands are gradually incieasing?

(b) If the reply to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state the reasons thereof?

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing, year by year, for the last six years, the earnings 
of—

(i) any five compositors of section 2;
(it) any five compositors of section 3;
(in) any five section holders;
(it?) any five reader*:
(v) any five copy-holders; and
(vi) any five clerks.

noting the name of each employee?

MEMBER in oharga of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (tha Han'bla 
Mr. M. C. MoAlpin): (a) No.

(b) Does not arise.
(c) A statement is laid on the library table.

Unatarrad Quaattona 

(anawara ta which wara laid on tha table).

Proaaoutiona for aadition.

59. Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber in charge of the Political Department be pleased to stat*—

(t) how many pt>secutions for sedition have been sanctioned dur­
ing the last six months against newspapers and public 
speakers;

(t») how many prosecutions for sedition were sanctioned during 
the six months preceding the last six months; and 

(tit) how many case* are awaiting sanction of the Local Govern* 
ment?
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(6) Wbat policy and procedure does the Governor in Council follow 
in granting1 the sanction for such prosecutions?

(c) Has there been recently any change in the policy and procedure 
regarding prosecution for sedition?

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (tht 
Hon’ble Mr. A. N. Moberly): (a) (t) 15.

<**) 8.
(m) 1.
(b) The policy and procedure of Government is to sanction prosecu­

tions for seditious speeches and writiugs in such of the cases which 
are brought to their notice a# appear to them to be most harmful, if 
they are satisfied that the evidence is sufficient.

(c) No.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member 
enlighten this House with reference to answer (h) as to who are the 
persons who bring the cases to the notice of th^ Government in the 
first instance?

Tht Hon'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: The cases are brought to the 
notice of Government in various ways. Sometimes Government see 
reports in the Press, sometimes they get them from the Bengali 
Translator, and sometimes from the local officers.

Mr. JOCEBH CHANDRA CUPTA: Does any Member of the 
Governor in Council, in whose name the sanction is given, examine the 
offending passages?

The Hon'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: The sanction is given in the 
name of the Governor in Council.

Mr. JOCESH CHANORA GUPTA: In according sanction to these 
cas?s, does any Member of the Governor in Council go through the 
passages for which sanction is sought for?

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: The cases are considered by 
the Governor in Council and the Governor in Council sanctions the 
prosecution and takes full responsibility.

Mr. JOCEBH CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state in what way the Governor in Council consider, by 
going through the article complained of, or by relying upon the 
reports of the police officers?
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The HontHa Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Tb« Goremor in Council 
takes such steps to satisfy himself as seem good to him.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member he 
pleased to enlighten the House as to what are the steps that the 
Governor in Council take to satisfy themselves that the offending 
speech or article falls within the law?

The Hon'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I have nothing to add.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Member 
aware that the Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal has 
deposed in connection with a certain sanction that he did not go through 
the offending speeches?

The Hon'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I am not responsible for the 
statement made by Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal.

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: Is it not a fact that no Member 
of the Government ever cares to go through the speeches, before 
sanction is given?

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: It is not a fact.

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: With reference to answer (a) 
(ttt), will the Hon’ble Member kindly state against whom the prose­
cution is bBing contemplated?

The Hon'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I must ask for notice.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Member 
aware that sanction has been granted by Government with regard to 
works of fiction?

The Hon'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: The form of the addition 
does not affect the question of the liability of the author.

Mr. D. N. ROY! W lo judges whether a particular matter is sedi­
tious or not?

Mr. PRESIDENT: A similar question has already been answered

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: is it the polity of Govern­
ment to take action against ariticiama aaking for a change in the present 
system of Government?
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TIM Hin’Ml Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I In n  nothing to add to my
answer.

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE. With reference to answer (c), 
will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state if the present policy of 
Government is going to continue as it is till the end of the year?

Mr. PRESIDENT. The Hon’ble Member has already refused to 
answer any more questions about the policy of Government.

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: If you will kindly look at 
answer (c), you will find that the Hon’bl* Member has already mad* 
a statement with regard to the policy of the (Jovernment. I want to 
know whether Government intend continuing the present policy till 
the end of the year.

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: As far as I uni aware no 
change in policy is contemplated.

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the Hon bb Member be 
pleased to state how he understands that without any change of policy 
these prosecutions have increased so much?

The Hobble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Because the habit of sedi­
tious writing and speaking has increased so much.

Canalisation soheme of the Dolaikhal, Daooa.

60. Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Irrigation Department he pleased to state when the 
canalisation scheme of the Dolaikhal within the limits of the Dacca 
Municipality originated ?

{b) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the scheme is for a sub­
stantial improvement of the Dacca city?

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state why the matter is being put off from year 
to year?

(d) What is the present position of the scheme?
(r) Will the Hon'bio Member be pleased to state whether there is 

any likelihood of money being provided for the scheme in the next 
year’s budget?

(f) If the answer to (e) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state when the Government propose# to take up Hie 
scheme ?
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MEMBER in aharga af IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT (tha 
Hor’Mi Alhadj Sir Abdalkarim Clwxnavi): (a) 1919.

(b) Yes.
(c) The scheme is one of some magnitude involving the dismantling, 

remodelling and construction of bridges and the construction of locks 
and sluices. The estimates have been under revision, and designs have 
now been prepared1 for the three bridges which will be dismantled.

(d) The revised project was received in April last and is now under 
scrutiny.

(e) and if) There is no likelihood of money being provided for the 
scheme in the next year's budget. It is not possible to say when the 
scheme will be taken up, as it has not yet been administratively 
approved.

Comilla Victoria College, 

01. MftUlvi 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMYs (a) Has the
attention of the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Education Depart­
ment been drawn to—

(i) the Minutes cf the S>ndicate, dated the 5th July, 1929, that 
there should be two elective representatives of the Teaching 
staff on the Governing Body of the Comilla Victoria College; 
and

(it) the reply given bv Hon’ble Mr. A. Marr in the Bengal J,aj?is~ 
lative Council on the 20th March, 1929, to unstarred question 
No. 66?

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to state what step, if any, the Government propose 
to take in the matter?

MEMBER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon’Mo Mr. M. C. McAlpin): {a) {i) Yes.

(*•) Yes.
(b) None at the present stage.

Cuvnti embankments.

62. Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: <«) Will the lion’M* 
Member in charge of the Irrigation Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the construction of escapes in the Gumti 
embojikments has been under the consideration of Government since 
1884?
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(b) Is ii a fact that the schemes for escapes and storage leservoirs 
were under its consideration in 1917?

(c) Have the Government come to any final decision regarding 
these two schemes?

(</) Is it a fact that according to expert opinion it is possible to 
control the Gumti floods and that the evils arising from the Gumti 
embankments are not irremediable?

(<?) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to make a full statement 
about it* policy with regard to the Gumti floods and Gumti embank­
ments?

Tht Hon’Mt Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: (a) Yes. 
(b) Yes.
(r) Yes; it was decided not to proceed with these schemes.
(d) Opinions are divided on this point.
(e) In view of the grave difficulties—engineering, financial and 

administrative—in the way of the measures suggested, such as the 
abandonment of the right embankment, the construction of storage 
reservoirs and the provision of escapes, the policy of Government has 
been to maintain these embankments as efficiently as poesible as they 
have proved an efficient means of control in years of ordinary flood 
water. To meet extraordinary floods, such as occurred this year, the 
question of constructing escapes will be further examined.

Sttamar “ Hatlya.”

S3. Maulvi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Marine Department aware that there is a 
steamer named Hatiya under the management of the ltiver Steam 
Navigation Company, Limited, plying between Barisal and Chittagong!*

(b) Is it a fact that it has no arrangement or cabins for any first, 
second, and intermediate class passengers on it?

(r) Is it a fact that It has no waterproof roof on it to protect the 
passengers from rains, except a piece of canvas?

(#f) Are the Government considering the desirability of drawing the 
attention of the steamer company to these matters?

MEMBER in oharga of MARINE DEPARTMENT (tht Han'Mt 
Mr. M. C. MoAlpin): (a) Yes.

(b) The Hatiya has no first or second class accommodation, but 
intermediate class passengers are provided with screen berths when 
required. The vessel cannot be provided with cabins on the upper deck, 
as the Ship Surveyor will not permit such additions.
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(c) The Hatty a has double awnings of canvas. A wooden roof is 
not permitted on this vessel by the Surveyor.

(d) Does not arise.

Prisoners with political motives.
64. Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon’ble Member 

in charge of the Political (Jails) Department be pleased to state—

(i) the number of prisoners undergoing imprisonment for political
offences;

(ii) whether any of them have been transferred to jails outside
Bengal;

(iii) the number of political prisoners confined in the jails outside
Bengal, their names, and the jails in which they are con­
fined ;

(tt?) the provinces in which Bengal political prisoners are at present 
confined;

(v) whether political prisoners are grouped in batches, or whether
they are confined one in each ja il;

(vi) whether political prisoners are confined in separate cells or
are grouped together in association wards; and

(tnt) whether the Government are considering the desirability of 
having a separate jail for the political prisoners?

MEMBER in oharge of POLITICAL (JAILS) DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Sir Provash Chunder Mitter): ft) The term " political 
offence" is not defined in any law, but there are 21 persons who are 
believed to have had political motives in committing breaches of the 
Explosives and Arms Act and the offences of murder, robbery, and 
sedition for which they were convicted.

(ii) Yes.
(tii) 7. It is not in the public interest to publish their names and 

places of confinement.
(tv) Bombay, Burma, the United Provinces, and the Punjab.
(f) In Bengal with one exception there is more than one individual 

of this class in every jail in which they are confined.
, (ti) Except for one special class prisoner, they are together in 
association wards.

(ni*) No.

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSEs With reference to answer (v), 
will the Hon’ble MemtWr be pleased to state if the prisoners are 
confined in batches of two in each jail ?



The ttO**ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERl I  must ask for 
notice.

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROYS Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased 
to state the reason for hi* reply to question (it) P

Tho Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: The reason is 
that it is a fact.

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: My question was that I wanted to 
know the reason for transfer of the prisoners to jails outside Bengal.

Tho Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: If you want
to know’ that, I must ask for notice.

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: How long are they going to be 
confined in jails outsider Bengal P

Tho Hon'ble Sir FROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: I must ask for 
notice of this too.

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Has the Hon’ble Member any 
information as to whether the jails outside Bengal where the prisoners 
have be8n transferred are more comfortable or less comfortable than 
the Bengal jails P

The Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I have no in­
formation.

Grand Trunk Canal projeet

85. Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Irrigation Department be pleased to state whether it is 
proposed—

(/) to introduce legislation during the course of the year in con­
nection with the Grand Trunk Canal project; and

(it) to ask for any grants during the course of the year in connection 
with the said project?

Tbe Hon'ble AHiodJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: (t) No.
(tt) No further grant above that already sanctioned in the current 

year's budget for maintenance of works already undertaken will be 
asked for.
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Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: Will the Hon’hie Member be 
pleased to state the nature of the works undertaken as referred to in 
answer (it)?

The Hon’ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: I must ask 
for notice.

Bftbu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: Are these for the maintenance 
of dredgers only?

Thf Hon'We Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: Not so far
as I  am aware.

Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: How long will this mainten­
ance work continue P

The Hon’ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: Until a
final decision is arrived at on the whole subject.

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: Is the project under consi- 
deration ?

The Hon’ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: Not at
present, but it will be soon.

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: Under whose consideration 
will it be soonP

Tha Hon’ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: Govern­
ment is prepared, when the time comes, to take the public into its 
confidence.

Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: Is it not a fact that the scheme 
has already boon given up so far as the Bengal Government is con­
cerned P

The Hon’ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: Govern­
ment has an open mind in the matter.

Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: Why was the last Committee 
dissolved P

Tha Hon’ble Alhad) Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: I  am
afraid I cannot tell you th a t; it was before my time. If  definite in­
formation is wanted, I rumt ask for notice.

m  QUESTIONS. [ 9 m  A v q .,
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Mr. SMBHAS CHANDRA BMC I Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whethei the expenditure is being incurred only (or 
maintsnance of works, and not for construction?

TIM Htffblt Alhadj fcir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI! The answer
is in the affirmative.

Mr. D. N. ROY: Why is this maintenance work necessary?

Th# Hon’ble AihadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: The ex­
penditure is unavoidabfc on account of the work already done.

Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: What is the work already 
begun ?

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: What is the nature of the 
work already done?

Mr. PREBIDEN1: Older, order. I am afraid it will he impos­
sible for me to carry ol if all the members rise at once and begin to 
put questions to the Hon’ble Member. I shall be the last person to 
allow that.

3-30 p.m.
Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: What is the nature of the 

work which is being m.vntained?

The Hon'ble AihadJ Bir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: I would ask 
for notice.

Mr. JOCEBH CHANDRA CUPTA: Do I understand tha Hon’ble 
Member to say that this has passed the stage of project and that there 
is some actual work which requires maintenance?

The Hon’ble Alhad) Bir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI : Th? answer 
to that question is in the negative.

Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state that excepting acquisition of land and the buying of 
dredgers no other work has been done?

The Hon’ble AihadJ Bir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI I The answer
to that is in the affiiraative.

17
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Babu SANTOSH XUMAR BASU: h  the Hoh'bh Member aware
that a meeting of the Sending Waterways Committee is going to be 
convened for the purpose of re-opening the question.

Th* Hatt’Ma AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVIS Yes, 
shortly.

Babu SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Is it the intention of the 
Government to eontinne the maintenance of these works even before 
the WTaterways Commiitee have met and, decided whether it is neces­
sary or not?

Tha Hon'ble AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: The
hon’ble member will find that I have already answered that question. 
I shall also add that the Standing Waterways Committee is going to 
meet very soon.

Babu SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Can the Hon'ble Member give 
any information to thin House as to the approximate date for the 
meeting of thin Committee when it is going to be convened?

Tha Hon’blt AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: Yes, the 
dates are the 24th and 20th of this month.

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: In his reply to question 
No. ( i i ) by the expression “ maintenance ol works ,f does the Hon’ble 
Member mean maintenance of the dredgers?

Mr. PRESIDENT: That question has already been answered.

Babu SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: For how many years has this 
maintenance of work*. been continuing?

Tha Hon'ble AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: Ever since 
the project was made

Babu SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon ble Member be 
pleaded to enlighten the House as to the date when this project was 
brought.

Tha Hon’Wa AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: I regret 
I am unabl? to say anything an I was not in Government at that time.

Babu SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Does the Hon’ble Member 
believe in the continuity of his office or does he »ntw?r only for him­
self?
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Mr. PRISIDENTi J do sot allow that question.

•aba 4ANT0SH KUMAR BASUl Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state why it was necessary to continue the maintenance of 
works after the project was dropped f

The Han'Ma Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI I All these 
unavoidable expenses woe in connection with the work already done.

Mr. P. N. CUHA: Has any representative of the Government of 
India been invited to attend the Standing Waterways Committee?

T

The Hon'ble Alhad| Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI! Yen. he it 
Mr. Harris.

Mfa Pa Na CUHA: Will the Hon’ble Member he pleaded to state 
if the Government of Bengal after abandoning th* project has now re­
opened th? whole question at the instance of Mr. Harris?

The Hon'ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI) The
question will be re-opened when the Committee, of which Mr. Kubhns 
Chandia Bos? is already a member, m;»et.

Mr. D« Na RO Y : Aftei the project has alieady been dropped, what
was the necessity of tin-' Waterways Committee?

The Hon’ble Alhad| Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI I For recon­
sidering th? whole question and particularly Mr. Harris’# note in 
regard to the **tate of affairs in the Sunderbans.

Babu SANTOSH KUMAR BASUs W at) the note of Mr. Harm
called for by the Government of Bengal?

The Hon’ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: Not a» far
as I am aware. If a definite reply is called for I must ask for frenh 
notice.

Mr. P. Na CUHA: U the Hon’lie Member aware that at the time 
of dissolving the last committee the Gazette Notification definitely 
stated that the Government of Bengal had decided to abandon the 
project finally?

The Hon'ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVIf Not that I  
am aware of.
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B«bu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: Will the Hon’Me Member be 
pleased to ntate whether all the files in connection with the Grand 
Trunk Canal project are in existence?

Tha Hon’ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: I believe 
they are except those of minor importance.

Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: Is the Hon’ble Member quite 
sure that the file iu connection with the dredger Ronaldthay is in 
existence?

Tha Hon’ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: The
answer is in the affirmative.

Mr. dOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state why this scheme is being re-opened when the Govern­
ment is finding difficulty about finance legarding primary education 
and other sanitary schemes?

Tha Hon’ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: I am afraid I 
have nothing more to add to what I have already stated.

Mr. P. N. CUHA: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state 
whether an opportunity will be given to this Council before the 
scheme is further proceeded with?

The Hon’ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI : I may
inform the hon’ble member that so far 110 scheme has been framed 
yet.

Babu SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether the re-opening of the matter has bean at the 
instance of the Government of India?

The Hon’ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: The answer 
to that is in the negative.

Babu SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whethei the re-opening of the matter has been at the 
instance of the British Government?

The Hon’ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVIt No.
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F M  kt I« t iowgal.

i t . Matffvi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the II on’Me
Member in charge of the Revenue Department le pleased to state-—

(i) the causes of the recent flood in East Bengal;
(tf) (a) the area, and

(h) the number of people affected by the flood;
(in’) the n»oney that ihe Government have paid or advanced up till 

now towards the relief of the p?ople affected and in what 
ways; and

Or) what measure* i f  any, do the Government propose to take 
in order to prevent a recurrence of flood in th;*se areas?

MEMBER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’bit 
Sir Provash Chunder Mitter): o) The flood in th* Sudar subdivision 
of the Tippera district wan solely due to two breaches in the Gumti 
embankment; in the Biabm anbeiia subdi\ision, it was due to excessive 
rainfall in the A^sam h iJls.

Oi) wi) 4W> squaie mile>.
( h )  3ol,700.

ini)  Rupees one lakh has Icon allotted for a^iicultu ial loans* and 
Rs. 1,500 tor gratuitous relief.

Or)  It is proposed to consider the question nf pmxiding escape* 
in the embankments. E \r e ss i\e  lain lall in the Assam hills and con­
sequent flooding ot the in e i  Meghna an* unusual phenomena for 
which it is diflit ult to piovide pn tective mcasuics.

Maulvi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: W ill the l W b l e  
Member be pleased to *te whether IN. 1,500 is enough for giatuitoun 
relief for tour lakhs of sufferers?

Mr. PRESIDENT: T> *at is a matter of opinion.

Maulvi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Doe* the Hon hie
Member think that Rs. l.OO(NW) is sufficient for agricultural loan?

Mr. PRESIDENT: This again u  a matter of opinion.

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSEx Is it not a fact that a sum of
Rs. 1,500 is quite insuflici<?nt for the purpose of relief?

The Hon’bto Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Considering 
that labourer* cannot be had there for 10 anna;t a day and considering 
also that for agricultural purposes labourers ha%*e been imported from
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Noakhali and from other facts stated in the report of the District 
Officer, it may be said that there is not much distress. Local officers 
ar<* watching the situation very carefully. If more help is necessary 
aurh help will be given.

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether the figure 351,700 people affected by the 
flood is quite correct?

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Barring 
typing and printing mistake I have no reason to beli?ve that it is 
not correct.

Execution of commissions by Calcutta Small Causes Court.

67. Srijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: (a) W ill the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Judicial Depaitment be pleased to lay on 
the table a statenuMit for the year 192H-29 showing—

(/) how many mufassal commissions for the examination of wit­
nesses were received by the Chief Judge of tha Calcutta 
Small Causes Court;

07) how many of such commissions were entrusted to—
(I) Pleaders; and 
('J) Bench Clerks;

for execution;
(iii) how many local commissions foi examination of witnesses

were issued by the Judges of th? Calcutta Small Causes 
Court; and

(iv) how many ot such commissions were entrusted to—

(7 ) P lead er; and 
(^) Bench Clerks?

(h) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state—

(i) whether the Bench C lerks are entitled to execute such com­
missions; an.l

(ii) whether as Government servants they are eligible to earn the
fevjs for such commissions?

The Hon'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: (a) A statement is laid on 
the table.

(h) (i) Under rule 112 of the Rules of Practice framed by the 
Hon'ble High Court the Chief Judge may appoint a person other than

pleader to execute commissions received from other courts.
(ii) Yes.
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Staiememi referred to in the reply to clmue (a) of unstarred question
Xo. 67.

Number of mufassal commissions for the examination of w i t n e s s  
received by the Chief Judge of the Calcutta Small Causes Court—  
414.

Number of such commissions entrusted to (7) Pleaders; and
(2) Bench Clerks; for execution— ( / )  357; (2)  57.

H u b e r  of local commissions for examination of w itnesses issued by 
the Judges of the Calcutta Small Causes Court— 94.

Number of such commissions entrusted to (1)  Pleaders; and
(2) Bench Clerks— {!)  60; ('2) and 2 to Engineers.

Election of the Sadar and Feni Local Boards of Noakhali district.

68. Matrtvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: «j) W ill the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleaded 
to state whether it is a fact—

(i) that the election of the Sadar and Feni local boards of the
Noakhali district took place on 10th and 11th April, 1921); 
and

(ii) that the names of the elected and nominated members of the
aforesaid tw>ards have not vet been approved by the Govern­
ment and published in the ('ahutta GazitttV

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble
Member be pleased to state the reason for tht* delay?

<r) Is it a fact that the present Vice-Chairman of the Noakhali 
District Board or any other peison on his behalf had any interview  
with the Hon'ble Member in charge or any other mem 1mm* of the 
Government in connection with the present elec tion and nomination 
m atters of the Sadar and Feui local boards of Noakhali?

(d) If the answer to (r) is in the affirmative, will the H on’ble 
Member be pleased to state the pur]x>rt of the discussion that took 
place between the Hon’ble Member and the Vice-Chairman?

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUHDER MlTTER: (a) (i) Yes.
(ii) The names of the elected and nominated member# have not je t 

been published in the Calcutta Gazette.
(b) The Commissioner's proposals are under the consideration of 

Government. Delay h as  been due to inquiries necessitated by peti­
tions of objection to the election, read with a judgment of a civil 
court, and to some uncertainty as to whether one nominated member 
was willing to accept office.
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(c) and (d) Amongst others, the present Vice-Chairman of the 

Noakhali District Board interviewed me. His representation in the 
interview related to the legality of the election about which a petition 
of objection accompanied by a petition of a civil court was submitted 
to Government.

All-India gun licences sanctioned in Pabna.
69. Srijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: Will the Hon ble

Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state—
(i) th? number of all-India gun licences sanctioned by tha present 

District Magistrate of Pabna between 1927 and up to 
April, 1929;

(it) names and residences of the persons; and 
(Hi) grounds for recommendations in each case?

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. N. Moberly): (<> 29.

(/f) A statement is laid on the table.
(in) The District Magistrate has discretion to make licences in 

Form XVI for poMse*<siou and going aimed valid throughout British 
India under rule IW {2) ol the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, in the case 
of i*‘rson(s who jequire the endoisenient. No further recommendation 
is uecessary.
Statement referred to the reply of douse (?i) of vnstarred question 

Mo. 69 showing the names and residences of the persons who were 
granted all-India licences by the District Magistrate of Pahna 
between 1927 and up to April, 1929.

Serial
Not*. Name*. Residences.

1 Babu Surrndra Kumar Roy. (Extended 
over Britu»h India on Uth Marvh, 1U2H.)

Sirajganj.

2 Babu R&t&n Chand Sajer Ditto.

3 Khodiar Khan (Jaxipur district, now Pabna.

4 Babu Kaah Mohon Daa, Sub-lnapector of 
Polk'®, D. I. B.

Sirajganj.

5 Gang* Narayan Ben. (Extended over 
British India on 3rd February, 1920.)

Jiarpani, Sirajganj.

# Babu Madhu 8udan Morulal, Circle Officer Bhangum, Pabna.

7 Mr. 8. K . Obowt. m .a . (Cantab.), eon of 
J. N. Ghoae, E«gb, Aaaistant Se«aiont 
Judge, Muaaffarpur.

Pabna, now Hyderabad.
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f e r ia l
Noe. Names. Residence*.

8 Aafandiar Khan Moura, police-station Karimaddin- 
pur, district Gazipur, now Pabna.

9 Tribeni Tewari Mathurapur, police-station Jags- 
dishpur, district Arrali.

10 Proeanna Kumar Bhoumick, District Agri­
cultural Officer.

Pabna.

11 Ahmedazzaman, Ins(>e<tor of Police Ditto.

12 Binov Bhusan Datta Ditto.

13 Khadeni H ossa in Khan Moura, police-station Kanmuddin- 
pur, district Gaxtpur. now Pabna.

14 Girindra Chandra Da* Gupta. (Extended 
over British India on 29th November, 
1927.)

Kalia. district Jessorc. At the 
time of iw»ue of the licence at 
Pabna.

15 Babu Ranajit Chandra l âhirv, m .a ., U.l. 
(Extender! over Bntinh India on 12th 
October. 192H.)

Pabna.

16 Babu Khitish Chandra Chaki, b .l . (Ex­
tended over British India on 25th Janu­
ary, 1928.)

Ditto

17 M. Mahomedjan, Sub-Inspector of Work*. 
E. B. Railway, Hardinge Bridge. (Ex­
tended over British India on 4th Decem­
ber, 192K.)

(iujranwala citv, mahalla Takia 
Ma*hamt*ha, district (Iujranwala, 
Punjab. now Paksey.

18 Jogendra Molian Ganguly. (E xtended over 
British India on 17th January, 1929.)

Paksey.

19 Bilasram Agarwala. (Extended over Bri­
tish India on 25th February, 192k.)

I»hurdi, police-station Hara, dis­
trict Pabna.

20 S. L. R. Naidu. Esq., District Traffic Su­
perintendent, E. B. Railway.

Paksey.

21 Maulvi Zillar Rahaman, Circ le Officer Ullapara, Pubna.

22 Khondkar Md. Abodal Haque ttahazadpur.

23 Sew Datta Roy Agarwala Rajputaiia, now Ishurdi.

24 Babu Annada Prosanna Bhaduri Porjona, police-station Nahazad* 
pur.

26 Babu Jnanada Prosanna Bhadun Ditto,

26 Babu Paresh Nath Bhadun Ditto.

27 Babu Jitendra Nath Bhaduri Ditto.

2$ Babu Nikunja Lai Pakrashi Sthal, police-station Chouhali, din 
trict Pabna.

29 Rai Sahib t'petwlra Lai Pakrashi, Co­
operative Inspector

Ditto.
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Excise policy.

70. Or. MOHINI MOHAN DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of Agriculture and Industries (Excise) Department be pleased 
to .state whether it is a fact that the excise policy of the Government 
is minimum of consumption with maximum of revenue?

(/;) Is it a fact that this policy has not proved to be successful?
(c) If so, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the reasons 

therefor?
(<!) Is it a fact that the consumption of liquor has increased in bulk 

gallons?

(e) If not, will the Hou’ble Memtar be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing the consumption of country ‘•piiit, district b\ 
district, in bulk gallons for the last three years?

The Hon’ble Mr. M. C. MoALPIN: (tf) The excise policy ot the 
Government of Bengal is explained in the Press Communique, dated 
25th August, 1921, and in Resolution No. 5508 Excise, dated 27th 
November, 192b, copies of which are placed on the libraty table.

lb) No.
(c) Does not arise.
(<1) In the last three years no.
(r) The member is refeired to columns I to 4 of the Imperial 

Return IV—Appendix A, attached to the Reports on the Administration 
of the Excise Department for the yeais 192’>-2<», 192(1-27 and 1927-28, 
copies of which are placed on the library table.

Expenditure on the Simon Commission and Provincial Committee.

71. Srljut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: (a) W ill the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state 
the amount spent by the Government of Bengal during the years 
1927-28 and 1928-29 for—

(i) the Simon Commission; and
( i i ) the Provincial Committee formed in Bengal to assist the

Commission?

(b) Were these amounts provided in the Budget?
(r) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Member 

bf pleased to state from which head those amounts were spent?
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MEMBER in * * 9 *  •* APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the
Hon’Mo Mf. A. N. Moborly): (a) (i), (it) Expenditure on the Simon 
Commission was Rs. 12,809 in 1927-28 and E h. 1,05,657 in 1928-29; on 
the Provincial Committee nil in 1927-28 and Rs. 4,742 in 1928-29,

(b) and (c) Specific provision for the Simon Commission was made 
in the Budget for the expenditure incurred in 1928*29 on the Special 
Officer and his establishment. The remaining expenditure was met 
from fhe normal departmental budget grants. Expenditure on the Pro­
vincial Committee was met from the budget grant “ 47.—Miscellaneous 
—Special Commission of Enquiry.”

Mr. P, N. CUHA: Will the Hon’ble Member lie pleased to indicate 
the position of the report which the Provincial Simon Committee has 
issued for which so much money ha* been spent?

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Will vou tell me, Mr. Ouha, what portion of 
the answer does this question arise from?

Mr. P. N. CUHA: I find that a certain amount of money was spent 
ovet the Committee. What has the Committee done?

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I submit that this does not 
;wise out of the question.

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Strictly speaking, the question leally does not 
arise; but, I think Mr. (iuha has been able to make out a case in his  
favour and if the Hon'ble Member finds it convenient to answer this 
qu estion he may do so.

Thi Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I am afraid the mattet is not 
within my special cognisance but if the hon’ble meml>er asks a question 
during th? next session he will no doubt be given an answer.

Babu SANT08H KUMAR BABU: D oes this amount include the 
cost of the police arrangement foi the Simon Commission?

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: It includes the cost of the 
police anangements.

Babu BANT08H KUMAR BABU: Does it include the cost of the 
barbed wire set up at the Howrah station?

ThO Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: There was no barbed wire at 
the Howrah station.



Babu SANTOSH KUMAR BASU I When thi* ram v u  appropriated
from the departmental budget, was the committee on Public Accounts 
consulted before it was doneP

The Hon’ble Mr. A. H. MOBERLY: No, it was no concern of the 
Public Accounts Committee.

Babu SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Was it consulted subsequently?

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: That, Sir, is a matter for the 
Finance Department.

Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA: W ill the Hon'ble Membei be pleaded to 
btute whether any money was spent on the Provincial Committee after 
the dissolution of the Bengal Legislative Council?

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I must ask for fresh not ire.

Mr. SUBASH CHANDRA BOSE: W ill the Hon'ble Member be 
pleased to state the items of expenditure that go to make up the sum?

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: 1 cannot do so now. I was 
not asked for it, otherwise I would have collected the information.

Recruitment to Bengal Civil Service* from the depressed classes.

72. Rai Sahib REBATI MOHAN SARKAR: un W ill the Hon hie
Member in chaise of the Appointment Department be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing the present number of Deputy Magis­
trates and Sub-Deputy Collectors lecruited from the d e p u ted  (lasses 
in Bengal for the last 10 years?

(/>) Are the Government considering the desirability of recruiting 
n larger number of men from the depie#*ed classes as Deputy Magistrates 
and Sub-Deputy Collectors?

TbO Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: <*?» Information as to th? caste 
of recruits to the Bengal Civil Service (Executive) and the Bengal 
Junior Civil Service prior to 1923 is not available. From 1923 to 1928 
inclusive the number of lecruits appointed who belong to the dashes 
described as depressed in either the Calcutta University Commission 
report or the Census report is as follows : —

(]) Sub-Deputy Collectors—3,
{2) Deputy Collectors— nil.

{b) Government do not propose to make any chauge in their present 
policy.

m  QUESTIONS. [9 r a  A r c . ,
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Fitting up a vacancy in tht office of tht Military Secretary to 
Hit Excellency tht Governor of Bengal.

73. Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR-RAHMAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that in June la>t there was a vacancy in the office 
of the Military Secretary to His Excellency the Governor of Bengal?

(b) Will the Hon’ble Member l>e pleased to state whether the 
vacancy was—

(1) in the cadre of the Ministerial Officers of the Ixiwer
Division; or

(2) in the cadre of typists ?

(c) I* it a fact that a reference was made to the Chief Secretary 
requisitioning him to supply the names of candidates of the I<ower 
Division assistants from the Secretariat intending to stand for the 
appointment?

(d) How many applications were received by the Military Secretary 
to the Governor’s office for the vacancy?

(c) How many of them were from—

(1» the flower Division assistants;
(2) the typist*?

{f) How wa* the post filled up?
(#/) Is it a fact that the claims of the Lower Division assistants were 

overlooked in contravention of the standing orders of the Finance 
Department and that a typist was appointed from outside the 
Secretariat?

(h) What are the minimum standard qualifications required under 
the rules for the appointment of candidate* to the posts of Iiower 
Division assistants? *

(i) What is the qualification of the present incumbent?
(/) W ill the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the 

appointment was made on some special grounds?
(k) If so, what are those grounds?

Tht Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: (a) Yes.
(b) In the TiOwer Division of the office.
(e) Yes.
(d) Seven.
(e) (I) Three.

(2) One.
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(J) By a Muhammadan candidate who knows shorthand and 
typewriting.

(g) No standing orders of the Finance Department were disregarded.
(h) The production of evidence that the candidates have been through 

a complete secondary school course.
(t) General experience of office work and a knowledge of shorthand 

and typewriting.
(;) and (k) The appointment was made on the ground that the 

candidate had the qualifications described in the answer to (t).

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether the gentleman who has Wen appointed to the 
post has any ceitificate for shorthand and typewriting knowledge?

The Hon'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I must ask for notice.

Muhammadan employees in the Jail establishment

74. Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Political (Jails' Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing separately the number of—

(/) Executive officers;
(n) Clerical stuffs including those of the Munufactuiing 

Department;
(ni) Head W’arders; and 
(ir) Warders,

at present attached to each of the—

(1) Central Jails;
(2) District Jails; and
(3) Sul)*Jail8,

respectively?
(b) How many of each da-s in those jails are Muhammadans?
(r) The approximate.number of Muhmmadan prisoners locked up 

in those jails on any one day of the month of July, 1929?

The Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (a) to <c) A
statement is laid on the libtfery table.
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(in maton if gtntrtl public tattmt).

The discussion on resolution regarding the appointed Chairman 
cl the District Board of Bankura was then resumed.

Babu BARODA PRASANNA PAIN: Sir, being connected with 
one of the premier self-governing institutions of the province, I feel it 
my duty to enter my most emphatic protest against the action of 
Government with regard to the elected Chairmun of the District Board 
of Bankura. From what we heard last night from the mover of the 
resolution, I have no hesitation iu characterising that action a* retrograde 
and leactionary, and as being utterly subversive of the fundamental 
principles of local self-government. Aftei 170 years of British rule we 
have not got any self-government worth the name; and if Government 
now, by a few strokes of the pen, begins taking away from us what 
little was wrung from them after yeais of hard and strenuous struggle, 
then surely, it cannot accuse us of unfairness if we refuse to believe 
in the honesty of its intentions or in the sincerity of its professions. 
We object and we protest against this action, l>ecause we believe that 
it is not an isolated case of its kind against an individual chairman, 
but because we believe that it is a part of the policy of Government, 
a policy directed against the Congress with a view to undermining the 
influence which it is establishing over the people by means of these 
self-governing institutions. Government did the same thing at 
Midnapur, Government tiied to do the same at Mymeusingh, and if I 
am not mistaken, Sir, the sword of Democles is still hanging ovei my 
devoted head. The *ituati»n at Bankura, from what 1 heard last 
night, is desperate. There the Chairman of the District Board in not 
functioning at present. On the other hand, the members of the District 
Board are determined not to take this insult lying down. In these 
circumstances, instead of saying any hard words which I know will 
not move hard-hearted Members or their hard-hearted Secretaries, I 
would appeal to the Hon'ble Member iu charge to try his best to relieve 
the tension at Bankura. I would appeal to him to give up this policy
of distrust and suspicion; I would appeal to him to give up this policy
of unseemly interference with the domestic affairs of these self*govem- 
ing institutions, and I would appeul to him to introduce in their place 
a policy of trust and confidence. Trust, I need not remind him, alway» 
begets trust; confidence, I need hardly say, always begets confidence. I 
would appeal to him not to allow the fetish of prestige to stand in the
way of righting the wrong which has be^n done at Bankura. I would
appeal to him not to mistake the temper of the people at the pre#ent 
time. Speaking for the municipality which I have the honour to repre­
sent in this Council, I am not ashamed to confess that we like to to
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trusted by Government, I am not ashamed to confess that we like to 
feel that we are being trusted by Government in our efforts to improve 
the amenities of life for those whom we have taken under our charge. 
I am not ashamed to confess all this. But I will say at the same time 
that we will resent very strongly any interference sought to be made 
with our internal affairs. Time is coming when other and more 
important branches of administration will have to be made over to 
the people. Why then these petty pinpricks? I would ask the 
Hon’ble Member not to forget that he is an Indian; I would appeal 
to him not to forget what he is hurting and whom he is hurting; I 
would appeal to him finally not to be Jed away by his other colleagues 
in the Cabinet. If my appeal has no effect on the Hon’ble Member 
in charge, I appeal to the European block in this House not to make 
themselves unnecessarily popular by throwing in their lot with a 
member of Government who only the other day confessed to his life­
long association with the Indian National Congress. There may be 
more in this than meets their eyes.

Mr* C. W. CURNER: After the seiies oi appeals which have been 
made from the other side more reminiscent of a test match than a 
debate in this Council, I rise to explain a few points of facts which 
have not yet been acknowledged by the mover of this resolution and 
his supporters. The facts which go back to the formation of union 
boards in the district of Bankura are these: —

In 1927 union boards were notified I think throughout the Bankura 
district and only came into work towards the end of that year. Their 
first financial year would be 1928-29. ruder the provisions of the 
Village Self-Government Act, as members are well aware, there ar? 
two types of taxes in union board areas. There is first the old 
Chaukidari tax and there is also a new tax for improvements under 
section 37 (b). Again, under auother section of the Village Self- 
Government Act, the district board is empowered to give a grant to 
any union board which may merit it. Not only so, but there is a 
statutory obligation on the part of the district board to give a grant to a 
union board which may make a small sacrifice in raising a rate under 
section 37 (b) for improvements. Fnion boards in the Bankura district 
in the first year raised rates to the amount of Rs. 17,000. I would 
ask the House whether this shows that the boards function against 
popular will. Well, they raised this voluntarily and they looked to 
the District Board to cany out its obligation imposed upon the Board 
—■whatever the personal views of the members may be—by the Legisla­
ture, But what did the District Board of Bankura do? They 
passed a contumelious resolution allotting rupee one for the union 
boards in the whole district. The absurdity of this action and the



f*ilnre «l the District Board to rerog'niae its statutory obligation m n  
brought to the notice of the District Board. But it reaffirmed its 
decision. Later on the Chairman of the District Board wrote a long 
letter—̂ibout which more may be heard later—explaining the position 
of the Board. So much as legards the relationship between the Die* 
trict Board and the union boards. Then came the election towardi 
the end of the year 1928. The gentleman whose conduct in the subject 
of this debate was elected again, but I think 1 am right in saying not 
by a unanimous vote nor by a very large majority. I think that 
possibly his attitude *n the matter of union boards was responsible 
for reducing his hold on the District Board. However, he was elected 
and the question naturally came up whether this election should be 
approved by Government. Government have their statutory respon* 
aihility, and under section 22 of the Iiocal Self-Government Act were 
faced with the question of its exercise. Then some delay occurred, 
and the reason for thi* delnv was first that the new Commissioner took 
charge in Hooghly in January and naturally he wished to acquaint 
himself with the general position and with the views of the Chairman 
whose conduct was in question. Unfortunately, not long afterwards 
occurred the death of Mr. Hart. These are the causes for the delay in 
coming to a decision. The Commissioner wished to seek every possible 
avenue, and at one time he possibly thought that the Chairman would 
accommodate himself to the position created by the formation of union 
boards in Bankura. From some time in February or March it became 
quite clear that the Chairman was not only acting as the figurehead, 
as the statutory representative of the District Board, but was actually 
engaged in a personal campaign against the prosperity and the progress 
of the union boards throughout the Bankura district. That is a fact 
which the mover of this resolution and his supporters have deliberately 
obscured. The Chairman's activities went beyond those of a statutory 
chairman of a district Iniard. He threw his whole weight into the 
campaign to destroy the union board movement which had startaV$l 
with such promising piospects. Those were the circumstance* in 
which Government eventually decided that the election of the 
Chairman could not In* approved of; and the reasons were that Babu 
Manindra Bhusan Sinha by placing hitn«elf in opposition to the policy 
of Government in the establishment of union boards in the district of 
Bankura, and bv engaging in propaganda to thwart that course of 
policy has placed himself in a position incompatible with the duties 
of the statutory chairman of a district board. That position seems to 
be logically irresistible and I cannot make out on what ground it can 
be attacked. Well, Sir, quite apart from the personal activity of the 
Chairman there lies behind thi* debate a much larger question, and 
that is the old question of attack by a certain section of the politically 
minded community on the union boards. It is not the Ohairni|fc««f 
the District Board who is attacked or defended. It is the union beitifdii*

1*
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The mover of this resolution, with a gracious restraint which I  appre­
ciated, refrained from criticising the action of the late CoUector of 
Bankura as he might have done if that officer had been alive. I moat 
reciprocate and refrain from saying anything in his support which 
may be taken as controversial. But this I think I may say without 
fear of contradiction from any quarter of the House, that if there was 
one officer in Benfgal who devoted the last years of his service to the 
intensive study of the union board movement, and if there was one 
officer who was peculiarly susceptible to the chords of popular feeling 
—that was Mr. Hart.

4 w -
No district could have started on the union board movement under more 
prosperous auspices than those offered by the presence of Mr. Hart in 
their midst, and it was for this reason that the Bankura union boards 
started their carear with the noble chance they had.

Sir, I should like, before I sit down, to carry the argument just 
one step further. I would remind the House that it is just 10 years 
ago that the union boards first came into existence. And I think that 
t<> the ordinary Government officer with experience in the districts of 
Bengal there has been no more amazing change, in the sphere of local 
self-government at any rate, than that created by the growth of this 
organisation during the last 10 years. Beginning from Dacca, the 
movement has spread practically to all the districts in this province, 
and every district, which it has visited, has welcomed the new oppor­
tunities of political life and of public activity given to the villagers 
by the union board movement. I need not emphasize the contrast 
between the president of the old chaukidari panchayet, who was little 
more than a collector of taxes, with the menace of a distress warrant 
in the background generally—Iwstween that unfortunate official—and 
the president of the union board, who is a representative of a self- 
fcttverning body, which, however small, contains in it all the elements 
of self-governing activity. Why do my friends on the opposite side 
of the House launch this attack and other attacks on the union board 
movementf  Because, Sir, they know that the union board movement 
will forestall, and nullify every attempt on the part of the politicians 
to put a strangle-hold on the political life of the villagers in the 
interests of any particular party. It is only through the union boards 
that the ordinary Bengal villager, literate or illiterate, is learning the 
principles of self-government, which it is his destiny to exercise in 
the years to come.

Sir, I need not take up the time of the House any longer at thi* 
stage, and I would only express the truRt that the House will not 
invest with the halo of political martyrdom the arch-enemy of popular 
autonomy in the district of Bankura.
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Bafca SANTOiH KUMAR BASUl Mr. President, Sir, 1 was 
waiting lor a speech from the Government benches before I decided to 
take part in this debate. Mr. Gurner has come out with a speech of 
such refreshing candour that 1 must be thankful to him for supplying 
me with points for reply. I was at a lose throughout thin debate to 
find out what had happened that this gentleman, Mr. Manindra Bhutan 
Sinha, should have merited the treatment that has been his unfortunate 
lot to receive at the hand# of Government. Sir, when a man comet 
forward to shoulder the hurden of public work—when a man comet 
forward and cheerfully offer* his services—without any thought for 
gain, from absolutely disinterested motives, for the purpose of service 
and service alone, he does so in the hope that he would meet With 
every encouragement and support, if not admiration, from responsible 
members of Government. That seem* to me the normal attitude to 
take up for the members of Government. But in this instance, Sir, it 
ha«* been our lot to find that a public worker of such an acknowledged 
reputation and spirit of public service, like Mr. Manindra Bhusan 
Sinha, should have been visited with condign punishment*—as severe 
a punishment as could befall the lot of any public worker in the 
cause of self-government. I was wondering why Mr. Manindra Bhusan 
Sinha should have been visited with such punishment at the hand* of 
the Local Self-Government Department of the Government of Bengal. 
Now, Mr. Gurner has come out with the explanation, and he has 
informed the House that Mr. Sinha had to be penalised bccause of the 
particular attitude he had taken up in regard to the union board 
movement. He ha* corue out with an explanation, as I was saying, 
with refreshing candour, and he bus enlightened the House with the 
information that the union Imard movement had to be blessed, and 
Mr. Sinha had to b? made the scape-goat because of his attitude towards 
that movement. Now, Sir, are we to understand that the responsible 
Chairman of a public body, like the Bankura District Board, should 
not be allowed the privilege of having his own views on the question 
of the union board movement in his district P Was he not performing 
his statutory duties satisfactorily, or did he travel beyond the limitt 
of his statutory responsibilities, as Chairman of the District Board, 
because he had taken up a particular attitude towards the union board 
question? I would appeal to the Hon’ble Member in charge of Local 
Self-Government, I would appeal to his Secretary, my esteemed friend 
Mr. Gurner, to point to one single reason why an elected chairman of 
a district board should tie himself to the chariotwheeis of the Local 
Self-Government Department, and take his cues and opinions from that 
department I challenge any one from the Government benches to 
say that it is not open for a non-official chairman of a district board 
to take up an attitude in regard to a public question, which he, in a 
just, disinterested, and bona-fide way, might think he ought to i^ka 
up in hit position of chairman of the district board. It it open ti  the
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Secretary of the Local Self-Government Department to dictate policy 
to the non-official members and chairmen of local bodies with regard 
to public questions of grave importance to the country? I am 
surprised to find, Sir, how Mr. Gumer with all the solemnity and 
seriousness that he could command, with all the responsibility of hid 
position, could take his stand on the floor of this House and put forward 
a lame and baiting plea that Mr. Sinha had to be made a scapegoat, 
because his wishes aud views did not fall in with the pet views of 
Government on the question of union boards. One would have thought, 
Sir, that the charge against Mr. Sinba was one of corruption, of 
deliberate negligence of duty, or of gross inefficiency, and so Govern­
ment had to take up its stand against him so definitely and decidedly, 
as to remove him from his office, which he occupied as the result of the 
confidence reposed in him bv the accredited representatives of the 
people on the District Board. But it was not so. Has there been the 
slightest suggestion to that effect? If so, I, irrespective of any mandate 
from any party, would have cast my vote entirely and wholeheartedly in 
support of the step that Government has taken; because, Sir, those who 
are connected with public work in local self-government bodies have got 
grave responsibilities cast on their shoulders for carrying out their 
duties with perfect integrity and absolute regard for public weal. 
They must not spare themselves in their service for public work, and 
so far as lies in their power, they must try to achieve the highest level 
of efficiency in their work. Had there been any such allegation against 
this gentleman, I, for myself, would not have been wanting in accord­
ing my wholehearted support to the step which Government has taken 
in the matter.*

I submit, Sir, that it is a most lamentable confession that Govern­
ment has chosen to make to-day through Mr. Gurner that Mr. Manindra 
Bhusan Sinha has been sacrificed because his ideas, his policy in 
regard to the union board movement, did not meet with the approval 
of Government. So far as I am concerned, T only know the rudiments 
of the movement; and I think that if it is developed on proper lines it 
may achieve great results. It must also be admitted that just as the 
Government are anxious that through the<se union boards the public life 
of this country may not slip out of their hands and get into the hands 
of the politicians, so, also, the accredited representatives of public 
opinion in this country may equally be anxious that public life in the 
villages of Bengal may not slip out of the hands of the real friends 
of the people and get into the hands of Circle Officers and such sub­
ordinate officers, who work at the beck and call, and carry out the 
behests, of the powers that be in th*» Secretariat. Sir, it is a double- 
edged weapon. If you want to wield the weapon so as to keep away 
the |M>liticians from* the village life of Bengal, the politicians can turn 
round and say ** Away, away, from your gentle work of tampering 
with the political life o/ the villages.**
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Sir, I am sorry that the only charge that the Hon’ble Member and 
the Secretary in charge of the Local Self-Government Department could 
bring against this gentleman was his attitude towards the union boaid 
movement, though he might have ample justification for the particular 
views he held. Sir, he in not present here; otherwise he might have 
been able to justify the attitude that he had taken up with regard to 
this question. It is a question which is not certainly beyond contro­
versy, to say the least of it. fThe country has been divided over this 
question, and certainly the Government of Bengal might have had 
that liberality, that generosity, which is uMially associated with public 
life, so as to allow this gentleman the option of having a particular 
view in this matter. But, no, that is not to Imp. Government has 
initiated a policy, and if it wants that not only its own officials and 
subordinates should carry out that policy faithfully but that also those 
who have been chosen* by the people for public' work must bow to its 
bidding and carry out its policy according to its dictates, then it must 
be hopelessly mistaken. I submit, Sir, that there could not be a greater 
self-condemnation of its action than that pronounced by Mr. Gurner 
in this House.

Sir, I am not going to take up the time of this House any more, but 
1 do say that freedom of action, freedom of opinion—if these expres­
sions are not meaningless jurgon so far as the Government is concerned 
—must be left to the representatives of the people on these public
bodies, and they must be given the fullest scope possible to work out 
their own policy even if it be in opposition to that of Government. If 
this is not done, it would be the grossest possible denial of the spirit 
and essence of self-government to these member* of public bodies. And 
if that is the gravamen of the charge against Mr. Manindra Bhusan 
Sinha, if that is the head and front of his offending, I submit, Sir, that 
Government stands self-condemned out of its own mouth, and the House 
will have no hesitation in asserting the principle that the fullest
liberty of opinion should be conceded to non-official mem tars of public
bodies by accepting this resolution put forward by my friend, Srijut
Bijay Kumar Ohatterje?. This House should not have the slightest 
hesitation in accepting this resolution and thereby declaring once for 
all that it $oes not support Government in the action that it has taken 
against a very efficient and able public man—-the late Chairman of the 
District Board of Bankura.

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: May 1. Sir, 
mention one thing? It is that before the debate on this resolution is 
finished—I understand that the House will adjourn at 4-»J0 p,*n. for 
prayers—I may have an opportunity of speaking in reply to the debate 
that has taken place.
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Mr. PRESIDENTS Sir Provash, the position is that the mover of 
a resolution has the right of reply, and to avoid speaking twice, you 
would, perhaps, like to speak after he has exercised this right. You 
can, however, rise and speak whenever you may think proper to do so 
from your point of view.

Tho Hon'bli Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER; Sir, the thing 
is that to-day you have to take up another important item of business 
—I mean the adjournment motion—and I understand that the House 
will adjourn at 4-30 p.m. I am only drawing your attention to the 
fact that I want an opportunity to speak.

'* n
Mr. PRESIDENTS I do not think that it is possible for me to 

impose any restriction whatsoever on the course of debate, as I find 
that members are anxious to speak on this m att^.

Tht Hon’bli Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I am not asking 
you, Sir, for a moment to impose any restriction on the course of the 
debate, but I am asking you in the interest of fair debate that certain 
points of fact and certain other question!* that have been raised should 
be replied to, and I desire to have an opportunity to speak.

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think, Sir Provash, if you will only get up 
and catch my eyes at the right moment you will be able to speak. It 
is so simple and easy.

Maulvi ABUL KASEM: Sir, I am not fully aware of the reasons 
which made Government not to take the step of sanctioning the election 
of the Chairman of the Banknra District Board. I rise to express my 
opinion on certain statements that have been made in this House.

4-15 p.m.
My friend Mr. Basu said that the executive head of a district board 

has every right and justification to take all steps he can to promulgate 
his own policy aboot a particular matter, but, Sir, I am afraid he 
forgets that the district board ha« certain statutory duties and respon­
sibilities, and one of these statutory duties is to make grants to and 
foster the union boards in the district. We may or may not like union 
boards, but as long as the law makes them, it is the duty of the chairmen 
of the district boards and the district boards to support and maintain 
them and try to improve them. Naturally, Sir, when the chairman 
of a  district hoard fails in his statutory duties, I think there is justi- 
ficaf^k for Government to come in and intervene. We have been told 
thati^t is tampering wijth local self-governing bodies. When the 
Bengal Village Self-Government Act was passed in this legislature, it
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W48 said that the foundation of self-government had been laid in 
Bengal. The Government in this country have always followed the 
policy of building from the top. My idea is that the union boards 
ought to have been established long before the district boards, but 
they came very late—better late than never. If we sincerely wish that 
the country should attain self-government, we must educate our people. 
But to educate the people in self-government and to start and carry on 
local self-governing institutions we must begin in rural areas and not 
in this Obuncil.

We have been told that the Chairman appointed by Government 
was so unpopular that he could not maintain his office and was forced 
to resign. I happen to know Mr. Nagendra Nath Ghosh personally, 
and as I represent the district of Bankura in thi« Council, I have had 
occasion to come into contact with him. He was Chairman of the 
Bankura Municipality for some yearn aud wa«* a popular chairman and 
has done excellent service as Chairman of the District Board, He was 
hounded out of office, because he did not agree with the political opinion* 
and the political conduct of the people of Bankura.

My friend has laid down the principle that tbe chairman of the 
district board has the right to take steps to see that his political 
opinions on public questions are given effect to. Would he concede 
the same right to district boards other than Bankura? I think that if 
the chairman of the district board attempts to enforce his political 
opinions on union hoards bv executive authority, and if it is not 
palatable to my friends, they would be the first to shout against him 
and come forward to announce that he had no business to abu*e his 
power as executive authority to meddle with their affairs.

I think, Sir, Government has a statutory duty to perform to save 
the rustic people from exploitation due to the influence of the chairman 
of the district board, and they cannot overlook the responsibility vested 
in them in this matter.

Tht Hoit’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: We have 
heard many eloquent speeches this afternoon and also yesterday, but 
the relevant points are really very short and simple. The points 
really are these: Is the district board bound to perform its statutory
duties, and if the district board is bound to perform it® statutory 
duties, is not the chairman of the district board, the chief executive 
of that board, equally hound to perform those duties? That is one 
point that I would ask the House to bear in mind.

Another point is, if the district board and its chairman have to 
perform their statutory duties, is or is not the Government also bound 
to perform their statutory duties? After all, Sir, all our local bodies 
art creatures of statutes. The district boards are creatures of the
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Local Self-Government Act, and certain statutory duties are also 
imposed upon them by the Village Self-Government Act. Instead of 
tiring the patience of the House—the time at my disposal is very 
limited—I would draw the attention of the House to section 45 of the 
Village Self-Government Act which makes it obligatory on the district 
board to make grants to any union board which has imposed taxes 
under section 37 (h): that provision of law is “ provided always that 
in the case of any union board which has imposed a rate under 
clause (h) of section 37, the district board shall make a suitable grant.” 
There are other sections which indicate that the district board must 
tAk̂  care of the union hoards, must foster and ltelp the union boards, 
but t  would not quote the sections. Nor is it necessary for the purposes 
of my points to enter into the controversial question as to whether 
village union boards are good or bad institutions. Opinion on that 
question may be divided; even amongst my friends on the right, 
opinion about the utility of the union boards is divided. I know the 
great Muhammadan community are in favour of union boards. There 
are others in favour of union boards, but let me proceed on the assump­
tion that the union boards are not good institutions. The question as 
to whether union boards should be supported or not is an irrelevant 
issue to anyone who seeks election, to perform statutory duties of a 
district board member. If that gentleman is just to his trust and 
honest in his convictions, as soon as he feels that his personal opinion 
or the public opinion that he represents is antagonistic to the statutory 
duties he has to perform as a member of the district board, he ought to 
resign and the more so if he is the chairman. My friends on the right 
will not accept office as Ministers; I respect them for their consistency 
in this matter. But would they consider it honourable to accept 
office as Minister and then go against the institution of Ministry? I 
am sure many of my friends on the right would consider it dis­
honourable to take upon themselves the statutory duty of fostering 
iinion boards as chairman of the district board and then utilise that 
position for the purpose of destroying union boards.

I have here before me appeal after appeal issued by this gentleman, 
Babu Manindra Bhusan Singh for destroying union boards. In one 
of the appeals he asks the public of the Bankura district to get rid of 
the union boards, to destroy the union boards. He goes further and 
says (here the Hon'ble Member read out a passage in Bengali from an 
appeal). For the benefit of those who do not follow Bengali may I 
shortly explain what he says? He says: 4‘ Let me and my friends 
try the methods of persuasion for destroying union boards; if that is 
unsuccessful let us try the method of social boycott of supporters of 
union boards; if that is not successful let us try to follow the example 
of $lntai iu Midnapore and Bardoli." Therefore, it is a wrong issue 
when some of my friends say that because his opinion about union



boards is different from the policy of Government, his election was 
not afiffmed. The real question is this, if a gentleman who wants 
to be chairman of a district board tells you in advance that he will 
not perform his statutory duties, and not only will not perform his 
statutory duties but will go directly against such duties, can any 
Government whose duty it is under section 22 of the Ixx*al Self- 
Government Act to affirm his election, take any other course but refuse 
to affirm the election? Now Government is not at'a ll influenced in 
this matter by any vindictive spirit. Babu Munindra Bliusan Singh 
was going on in this wav for about -J years; he was then the elected 
Chairman; no statutory duty was cast at that stage 011 Government to 
deal with the matter. After that he was re-elected and then came a stage 
when a statutory duty was cast upon Government to exercise their 
judgment al>out affirming his election, and if Government found 
that by his past conduct, his participation in the propaganda, and his 
proclaimed views he would utilise his position as Chairman to destroy 
union boards and thus act directly against his statutory duties, would 
it not have amounted to abdication of their function if Government 
affirmed his election?

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA BOSE: On a point of information, Sir. 
Is it not a fact that the District Board of Bankura have voted a sum 
of Rs. 5,000 for the Union Board?

Th* Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: If Mr. Bose 
wants to know I may tell him that they started by voting Re. I only, 
later on and in the following year they voted R». 5,000 which wax alno 
inadequate and according to our information very probably this sum 
would have been utilised for destroying a number of union boards by 
discretionary grants wi;h a propaganda purpose. But that grant by 
the District Board is wholly irrelevant to the Chairman's personal atti­
tude.

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSEs May I refresh the memory of the 
Hon’ble Member as to what happened in 1928?

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I do not like to 
be interrupted; I could have gone into the irrelevant point raised by 
the interruption had I more time at my disposal. I take my stand on 
the point that when this gentleman tells us in advance that not only 
will he not discharge his statutory duties, but will go against his statu­
tory duties, we cannot as a Government disregard the statutory duty 
cast upon us.

Mr. SUBHASCHANDRA BOSE: How is the Chairman responsible? 
Explain that
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Tht Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: The Chairman 
has, as already stated, if the members have ears to hear, issued his 
personal appeal about social boycott and resorting to Bardoli tractics—

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: Does the Hon’ble Member invite 
the Congress members to-----

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order.

TIN Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I am sorry I 
cannot give you any information on irrelevant points raised by the 
interruptions as my time is limited.

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE. Is not that appeal signed in his 
personal capacity and not as Chairman?

Tht Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER S I am sure a 
finicky point like that will not appeal to any gentleman with common- 
sense in this House. We may reduce it to an argument like this. A 
man is a man, and if he appeals as an individual that he will destroy 
union boards, it in one thing, but if he comes forward with an appeal as 
Chairman of the District Hoard that is a different thing. I am sure 
men of commonsense will take it that this gentleman will try to destroy  
the union boards. His attitude all along was anti-union board.

A point has been attempted to be made that the object of Govern* 
ment is it) interfere with the freedom of local bodies. I may assure in 
most emphatic terms that there was no such object, but if any local 
body refuses to carry out its statutory duties then Government will in 
turn perform its statutory duty without hesitation and without fear.

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: Do you want another Bardoli 
agitation ?

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: That is another 
matter; that is a political question. I do hope my friend, when he is 
cooler, will think over the matter.

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: I am quite cool now. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order.

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Some personal 
attacks were made on Babu Nagendra Nath Ghose in connection with
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this matter, but as I know my friend Babu Bijay Kumar Chatterjee 
aJwaystakes a delight in personal attacks, I will not go into it, especial­
ly as Maulvi Abul Kasem has referred to this matter in his speech.

4-30 p.m.
Now, Sir, there are 183 union boards in this district and, a* Mr. Gurner 
has already mentioned, when these boards raised voluntarily Rs. 17,000, 
this fact ought to get rid of the suggestion that these union boards were 
purely concocted affairs and the local people-----

Srijut RADHA COVINDA RAY: I do say that it is a concocted 
affair.

Thi Hon’We Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MlTTER: I am stating 
what is a fact and you are making an assertion.

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Ray, you have not my permission to rise 
in your place to speak.

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MlTTER: Sir, I again 
repeat and place this fact before the Ilouse. This fact of self-taxation 
shows that the people are willing to work the union hoards and Rs. 17,000 
was actually raised hv the poor villagers. This ounce of fact is worth 
a good deal more than the tons of assertions from the other side.

There is another point and that is that the power of Government to 
remove) a chairman is limited by s atute, and I am afraid on the resolu. 
tion as it stands, even if Government were prepared to accept it, it is 
not in the power of Government to remove Babu Nagendra Nath Ghose. 
(Interruptions). May I proceed. Sir, without interruptionP Under 
section 28 of the Ix>cal SelMGovernment Act the l/ocal Government may 
remove any chairman of a district board or local board, etc., etc., if 
he is declared insolvent, convicted for any offence, etc., etc. My point 
is certain specific point* are mentioned there, and Government have not 
the right to remove any chairman at their sweet will and pleasure. I 
ask those who are pleading for the autonomy of local bodies, how would 
they like if a chairman whose appointment was confirmed by Government 
was subsequently removed by Government.

There is another important point and that point is why did we not 
give another opportunity to the district board to elect its chairman. The 
answer is, as my friends have themselves said, the majority in the dis­
trict board were in favour of destroying union boards and if we asked 
them to elect another chairman they would probably have elected Babu 
Manindra Bhutan Sinha or some one like him and so it would not have 
been possible to have a chairman willing to* perform his statutory doty 
with relation to union boards.
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The motion of Srijut Bijay Kumar Chatterjee was then put and a 

division taken with the following result: —

AYES.

Ahmad, Maulvi SJtamMiddirt.
Ali, Maulvi Haaaan.
Basthi, Babu Ram** Chandra. 
Banarjaa, Baku Promotha Nath.
Sanarji, Mr. P.
Bara, Babu Santoah Kumar.
Boaa, Babu ••jay Krishna.
Iim, Mr, Subhas Chandra. 
Chakraburtty, tabu Jatindra Nath. 
Chattarjaa, Srijut Bijay Kumar. 
Chattarji, Babu Amartnaranath. 
Chaudhuri, Maulvi Aahrafuddin. 
Chawdhury, Maulvi Abdul Qhani. 
Oat, Dr. Mahlni Mahan.
Da» Qupta, Dr. 4. M.
Butt, Babu Saral Kumar.
Canfuli, Babu Pratul Chandra. 
Qhaaa, Babu Amartndra Nath. 
Cupta, Mr. Jamli Chandra.
Hakim, Maulvi Abdul.
Naahamy, Maulvi Syad Jalaluddin. 
Haqua, Kaii Kmdadui.
Khan, Babu Dabandra Lai. 
Maiumdar, Mr. Birandmnath. 
Maitra, Babu Surandra Mahan. 
Maitra, Srijut Jagandra Natfi. 
Maekarjat, Mr. Syamaproaad.

Mukbarjoa, Srijut Taraknath.
Nag, Babu Suk Lai.
Naakor, Babu Ham Chandra.
Pain, Babu Barada Pr.'tnnna.
Pal Chaudhuri, Mr. Ranjit.
Poddar, Mr. Ananda Mohan.
Rahman, Maulvi Axizar,
Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar.
Ray, Kumar Shib Shokhi ratarar.
Ray, Srijut Radha Cavinda.
Ray Chaudhuri, Babu Sana: Kumar.
Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath.
Roy, Or. Sidhan Chandra.
Ray, Mr. 0. N.
Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar.
Roy, Mr. Sadhan Chandra.
Fay Choudhuri, baau Ham Chandra.
Roy Choudhuri, Rai Bahadur Satyandrt 

Nath.
Saadatullah, Maulvi Muhammad.
Simad, Maulvi Abdua.
Sarkar, Babu Naliniranjan.
San Qupta, Mr. J. M.
Singh, Srijut Taj Bahadur.
Tarkathirtha, Kaviraj Bimalananda, Pundit 

Bhuahan.

NOES.

AH, Mr. Altai.
Barma, Rai Sahib Panahanan.
Blair, Mr. J. R.
Caaaalla, Mr. A.
Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Alimwx- 

aaman.
Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadc r  Maulvi Haftxur 

Rahman.
Chawdhury, Naji Bad! Ahmad.
Cabin, Mr. D. 4.
Caiman, Mr. K. R.
Oain, Mr. B. R.
Oath, Mr. A. 4*
Cattail, Mr. Q. A.
Phraftt, Khaa Bahtdat K, a, M.
PaHulfah, Maulvi Muhammad.
Parraatar, Mr. J. Campboll.
•booh, Mr. M. &
Bbuanavl, tha Man’Mo Alhadj sir Abdal* 

karim,
Olf hilit, Mr* R, N.
Cuba, Mr. P, N.
Oumar, Mr. C. W.
Ha«8. Mr. 0. P.
Napkynt, Mr. W. S.
Naialw Nawab Mutharrul, Khan Bahadur. 
Hiiiait, Mautvi Muhammad.
Hu% Khan Sahib Maulvi BatluL

Muaaain, Maulvi Latafat.
Intoh, Mr. J.
Jankina, Or. W. A.
Karim, Maulvi Abdul.
Katam, Mauhrl AbuL
Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muauam Ali. 
Khan, Maulvi Tamituddin.
Khan, Mr. Raaaur Rahman.
Laird, Mr. R. B.
Lamb, Mr. T.
Laalia, Mr. M.
Mallik, Mr. Mukunda Bahari.
MoAlpin, tha Man’bta Mr M. C.
Mlttar, tht Mon’b* Sir Provaah Ohundar. 
Mabarty, tha Mon'Ma Mr. A. N.
Nag. Ravartnd B. A.
Natimuddin, Mr. Kbvraja.
Ormond, Mr. S. C.
Philip, Mr. 4* V.
Rahman, Mr. h, P.
Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. Abdur*
Nay Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C.
Raaa, Mr. 0. P.
Nay, Mr. Bijoy Praaad S*n«*.
Ray, Mr. Saral Kumar.
Ruahforth, Mr. P. v.
Barkan Sir Jatfunat*.
Sarkar, ftai Sahib Matati Mahan.
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ftkfauMr, Srw S» A.
SMiiMiS Maotvi Mitfcs n —i . 
tt«pMl% Mr. M. K.

Trim*, Mr. w. L. 
Twyiiam, Mr. H. J.

Tin, Malar ftmiral M fity. 
TkMpNR, Mr. W. N.

The Ayes being 51 and the Noes 61 the following motiou was lo**t :~r
“ This Council recommends to the Government that it should imme­

diately remove the appointed Chairman of the District Board of 
Bankura, and restore to the people the right of electing their own 
Chairman. ”

[At 4-45 p.m. the Council was adjourned for praver and it reassembled 
at 5 p.m.]

Motion for adjournment of the Business of the Counoil.

Or. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I beg to move the motion that 
stands in my name, vi«., that the business of the Council be adjourned 
for the purpose of discussing the recent mill strikes near Calcutta, 
the situation thus created, the disturbances and consequent loss of 
life that hav? arisen in connection therewith.

I must at the outset make it perfectly clear to the members of this 
House that I am not a Labour leader, bogus or real. I do not belong 
to any trade union. I have not had any conversation before 2 put the 
motion for acceptance to the President. I did not have any conversa­
tion with any labour members except two of my hon’ble friends, Mr. K. 
(J. R a y  Chaudhuri and Maulvi Latafat Hossain, members who have 
been nominated by Government to represent Labour in this Council. I 
claim that I, as a representative of the municipalities to the north of 
Calcutta wherein lie the mills which have now closed down on account 
of the strike, have a riffht to represent their grievances in this Council. 
I have represented this constituency not once, not twice but the members 
of my constituency, 60 per cent, of whom are workers in these mills, 
have sent me here for the third time and have shown their confidence in 
me. 1 had the privilege of knowing them intimately both in my profes­
sional capacity and otherwise and 1 am aware of the life they lead in 
these mill areas, the surroundings amidst which they work from day to 
day. I know the mental outlook of most of these workers who look to 
their lot in life as a matter of kismet, who work there day in and day 
out without murmur and without grumbling. Therefore it i* not only 
my privilege but my duty to put the whole matter regarding the strike 
before the members of this House.

There is another reason why I have brought this motion before the 
House. I as a member of the Congres Council Party have got an obli­
gation, a duty to perform. Now one of tha duties cast on us by our 
pledges is to secure a proper adjustment of the rights of the capitalists 
and of the labourers inside the Legislature, A strike of this magnitude
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is surely an indication that there is a clash between the interests of the 
employer and the employee. There are the demands of the labourers 
on the one hand and the obduracy of the capitalists on the other. I know 
that in this fight the odds are against tha workers. In this struggle I  
admit capital has as much its own rights and privileges as labour. Ordi- 
narily speaking we outsiders Bhould not lightly interfere in a dispute 
of this character unless it is in the interests of a higher objective, 
namely, to secure peace and orderly progress. I  harve, therefore, in 
discussing this question framed four issues: —

1. Has this widespread strike gone beyond the ordinary limit, the 
ordinary form of trial of strength between the employer and the 
employee? Has it reached a stage at which the legislature might very 
well claim in the interests of peace and good will that they should step 
in and say that this strike must end at the earliest opportunity, and 
that a proper adjustment must take place in the relationship between 
capital and labour?

2. My second issue is : Assuming for the purpose of argument that 
the mills are private concerns, have the public any right to insist on 
the demands of two lakhs of people being properly considered and satis­
factorily met?

3. The third proposition is : Is it not the Government's duty to 
take the public into their confidence and to investigate the essential 
causes of the strike, to use their influence in removing these causes, to 
restrain those initially responsible for the strike and to prevent its 
recurrence ?

4. Has the action so far taken by the members of Government been 
such as to indicate that there is a desire on the part of Government to 
gag, to curtail and to control the infant labour movement in the interests 
of the capitalist*?

I admit that the causes of the strike involve questions which are of 
a complicated character. In a jute mill the workers are paid either 
according to the number of hours they work, or according to the amount 
of outturn they put in, in the course of a week. Rates also vary in 
different milk. There are some who have workers working on one- 
shift system and other* who have a two-shift system. Sometime back, 
as I have ascertained from inquiries, the number of days on which the 
mills are kept open was reduced to four days a week. Besides the rates 
the workers receive a bonus which they call war bonus; they also receive 
what is called a cut bonus depending upon the amount of work done by 
a particular labourer; they also receive a khoraki at the end of the 
week obviously to compensate for the unemployed days of the week or 
enforced idleness of the labourers. Early in July the mills proposed to 
increase their workimg hours from 54 to 60 per week. The wages 
calculated to be paid to different workers varied in different mills. The
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majority of the mill owners, I believe, agreed to pay an -increased rate 
to the workers depending upon the increased number of hours and the 
increased amount of work done by them, but the majority refused to a 
proportwrnate increase in the cut bonus or to continue giving them a 
khoraki. The situation in the Barrackpore mill area is that a long 
chain of mills from Halishahar in the north to Garden Reach in the 
south are lying idle. They have closed down throwing no less than 2 
lakhs of labourers out of work. There are no less than 30 mills in the 
area, of which as far as I haven been able to gather, are still working. 
I shall refer to these 3 later on. More than MO thousands looms, it is 
calculated, are not working. I toured round my own constituency two 
days ago and it seemed to me that there was a calm in that nrea, a calm 
which is seen before a storm. At a conference held on Monday in the 
Bhatpara municipal office Mr. K. C. Ray Chaudhuri, our Labour 
member, is reported to have said that as President of the Kankinara 
Labour Union he gave notice to the mill authorities in May last for tbe 
consideration of the demands of the labourers. D r. Miss Dun Gupta, 
President of the Bengal Jute Workers' Union, issued a statement on 
the 22nd July in the Press in which also she drew the attention of the 
mill authorities to the needs and demands of the labourers. These 
demands include the payment of cut bonus, a bonus proportionate to 
the extra 6 hours’ work which were demanded by them from the 1st 
July last. Their demand consisted in the continuance of the provision 
of the khoraki also. I do not for this moment refer to the other demands 
which they have made, demands for higher wages, demand for more 
leisure and better housing and maternity benefits and for abolishing 
corruption, etc. These demands I understand have been formulated 
from time to time by Labour members of Parliament who have visited 
the«e mill areas. I personally interviewed a large numW of the 
workers, not as a representative of the mill authorities, not as a repre- 
sensative of Government, nor even as a representative of Labour unions 
but I simply spoke to them as members of my constituency. 1 know 
them intimately and most of them tried to explain to me—although they 
looked very sullen—their point of view. I have already «aid that they 
insisted on an increase proportionate to the bonus and the continuance 
of the khoraki. They also suggested that in future if possible their 
wages, including the war bonus, the cut bonus, the khoraki and the rates, 
should be consolidated on the basis of the present method of paying by 
piece work, so that they might know what they are to expect from the 
mills from week to week for their labours. While they were narrating 
these grievances I could discern in them a spirit of grave misgiving 
which led me to suspect that they did not believe in the assurance* 
given them by mill managers. In fact some of them made it perfectly 
clear that they would like to have a written assurance from the 
authorities. I know that the mill owners would put forward the argu­
ment that the khoraki was given at a time when the workers ware



staying idle, but now that they are working for 5$ days a week they 
must not ask for khoraki. They say that although they are not increas­
ing the cut bonus every individual worker as a matter of fact would 
be getting, by working 60 hours a week, a larger sum than they used 
to get before July, but I say, Sir, if such hours of work on the part 
of the labourer** mean an increase in the profit** of mill owners—a 
profit which sometimes amounts to 75 per cent, or more—one can very 
well a#k why the workers should not share in this additional profit.

5*15 p.m.
The increases in rates have been admitted it is true. Why not the 

bonus also, why should khoraki not be continued, even although the 
khoraki might have been given at a time, when on account of the slump 
in the market, the mill authorities have to reduce the number of days 
of work from five days to four days in the week? If the mill owners 
had reduced the number of hours of work and left the workers idle it 
was for their own interest that they did so. When they asked the 
workers to work for longer hours, they did so in their own interest. 
They did so because they know that they would be able to sell the in­
creased production. If such be the case, the worker should be made a 
partner in the game not only where such work in concerned, but also 
where profits are concerned. Sir, it is a well-known rule that the rates 
which the employee gets follow the law ofl demand and supply, but that 
should not prevent the worker from representing his grievances even 
when the odds are against him. This is the origin of the strike. I 
have satisfied myself that two or the three mills where the strike has 
not taken place are paying increasing rate, increasing bonus and in­
creasing cut bonuses.

Mr. PRESIDENT: Dr. Roy, your time is up.

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: May I have two oi three minutes 
more, Sir?

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: This strike has obviously developed 
slowly. It started in some of the Jagatdal group of mills nearly three 
weeks ago and it has gradually affected one mill after the other. This 
fact would show that the strike is not a preconceived action of mischief- 
mongers or communists but is the result of the appreciation by the 
labourers of the helpless conditions they are in. They have come to 
know that “ Heaven helps those who help themselves.” The strike is 
not limited to the mills on the eastern bank of the Hooghly but also have 
affected the mills on the other side.
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Uniofes have started their work on behalf of these strikers. I  am 
not her® to analyse their activities or their motives nor are these 
materials before me to express a judgment. But I do know that the 
Government has intervened even before the recent disturbances took 
place in Gouripore Mill resulting in loss of lives. The Government 
officers on the other side of the Hooghly have served notices under 
section 144 and intend, I am told, using the powers of the section 107. 
I am told that the Subdivisional Officer in the Champdani area has taken 
personal interest in this matter and ha# sided with the capitalists. I 
do not know how far the report is true that he with policemen had been 
to the cooly lines, forcing the men to get to work in the factories. I 
have been told that the Subdivisional Officer of Hooghly haw Wen hold* 
ing court in the Manager’s bungalow for the purposes of institution of 
actions under section 107. These nre matters which raise very serious 
issues. Here are the workers anxious to raise their wages and wrest 
from the unwilling hands of the employers what they considered to be 
their dues.

Sir, we all should watch with keen interest, perhaps such a struggle 
but should keep our hands off so long as the struggle is just and fair on 
both the sides. The Government can step in if there is any breach of 
peace. If there is any, the Government should take steps to consider 
who are responsible for such breaches of peace and who should be re­
strained. Sir, the common law in every land recognises the place of 
justification for many actions that we do, and the motives that prompted 
these actions. Even a murderer gets the benefit undpr such conditions. 
Therefore, in a matter like this one mav pertinently ask, whether such 
action on the pnrt of the officers of the Government, as indicated above, 
cannot be construed as one indicative of an undue leaning towards the 
capitalists. The issue of restraining orders may affect the situation only 
superficially but undue exercise of them is bound to create an impression 
that they are devoted against the rising activities of the labour unions 
and against the formation of strong trade union bodies, which have 
become to-day a power in the land whence cometh the present rules of 
this country. The British officers of the Government cannot forget the 
steps by which power in their country has greatly gone over from the 
Crown and aristocracy to the labourers and the workers. Is it not a 
fact that any student of history if placed in the position of trust and 
power would utilise them for the purpose of avoiding a similar result 
in this country? That is the situation which we are faced with to-day 
and which I  ask the members of the Council to consider.

I  desire to bring before the House the events that happened on 
Tuesday last outside the Gouripore Mill area. I have tried as carefully 
as was possible to-----

(Here the member, having reached his time-limit, resumed his seat),
19



290 MOTION FOB ADJOURNMENT. [ » t h  Are.,

Mr. It. B. LAIRD! Sir, it is perhaps unfortunate that the question 
of jute mill strikes has been raised in the Bengal Legislative Council, 
and it is to be hoped, in the discussion which is now taking place, that 
as little as possible will be said which will prejudice negotiations 
between employers and employees.

In connection with these strikes, which have unfortunately spread 
extensively during the past week, I wish to make a brief statement.

In the case of certain mills in the Bhatpara district, certain demands 
were put forward, and these demands, after some demur, were met in 
full by the Managing Agents concerned. A notice to this effect was 
posted on the mill gates, but in spite of this the workers have up to now 
not resumed, and the position, so far as these particular mills are con­
cerned, is in the nature of a deadlock.

At practically all other mills which have gone on strike during the 
current week, certain adjustments were made after the mills went on 
to extended working hours, but since the actual strikes no demands have 
been made by the workers. So far as my information goes, no grievances 
or demands have been put forward, and the worker having ceased to 
operate, negotiations of any kind have been made practically impossible.

This is certainly the case with the particular group of mills with 
which I am concerned, three of which are on strike. At these mills no 
demands of any description have beeen made, and in the absence of 
female workers, who were undoubtedly intimidated, we had no option but 
to close down.

This intimidation of female workers is in the nature of a new depar- 
ture so far as these strikes are concerned, and as the mills must have all 
departments running if manufacture is to continue, it is obvious that 
under these conditions the mills must eventually close down.

At the meetings which have been held and which are still being held 
in the various districts, the women have been told that in the event 
of returning to work, they will be molested in various ways, both on 
entering and leaving the mill compounds.

In discussions which I have had with various sections of labour it has 
been indicated to me in very plain language—

(1) that the operatives wish to work;
(2) that they are contented with wages paid; and
(3) that they have no demands to put forward;

but that owing to outside interference in some shape or other, they are 
being prevented from working.

That, Sir, is t]|e exact state of affairs not only in Titaghur district, 
where there is a population of over 60,000 people, but it is also the 
position obtaining in other affectad areas.
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During the past month various pamphlets, issued from an address in 
Harrison Road, have been broadcast in the mill areas, and these pamph­
lets, without exception, have been a misstatement of fact#. They 
generally conclude with a long list of demands, which it would be 
impossible to comply with, and which, if conceded, would have the 
effect of making trade, so far as the jute mills are concerned, an abso* 
lute impossibility.

Apart from these demand*, however, I would again repeat that it is 
my experience that none of these have emanated from the workers them* 
selves, nor have they even been discussed with the Managing Agents or 
Mill Managers.

One question that has been given considerable stress to h the 
standardisation of wages, and in this connection I will try to explain 
bow complex a problem this is.

In my opinion, wages must vary for at least six sound reasons, and 
these are—

(7) the situation of the mill;
\2) method of manufacture;
(.J) accommodation provided for workers;
(4) medical attention; 

supply of water; and
(6) supply of electric light.

Dealing with the first question, viz., the situation of the mill, it is the 
c ase that the cost of living in the Calcutta area is higher than is the case 
20 miles either north or south of Calcutta. At practically all of the mills 
outside Calcutta, workmen’s houses are provided in several cases free of 
charge, while there is in certain congested districts, owing chiefly to 
lack of space, very little in the way of accommodation provided. This, 
of course, means that the workers have to find their own quarters, for 
which rents have to be paid, and the result is a higher rate of wage.

The water supply is likewise a most important point, and at most 
mills this is provided free and in unlimited quantities to the workers.

In this connection an incident occurred the other day when those 
responsible for the intimidation of women were not satisfied with their 
efforts, and made a determined effoit to bring out the boiler house 
workers and firemen. These employees explained that if they ceased 
work, the supply of water in the baxaar would stop, and this had the 
immediate effect of these particular workers being left in peace to 
attend to their respective duties.
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There are various other phases in connection with the demand for 
standardisation of wages, too numerous to pro into in detail, and my 
object in raising this question is simply to illustrate how impossible the 
proposition is.

While on the subject of wages, there is another curious feature in 
connection with the present strikes, and that is the refusal of the workers 
to take payment of the money due to them.

At Titaghur this morning we had all in readiness for the distribution 
of wages, but nobody put in an appearance. I leave this House to draw 
their own conclusions as to why this state of affairs obtains, and as to 
how the unfortunate workers are managing to carry on. Sir, it is my 
opinion that it is a case of absolute intimidation. The present strike, to 
my mind, as also in the opinion of all members of the Indian Jute Mills 
Association, is not in the true sense of the word a trade dispute, but a 
strike engineered by outside interference.

One publication issued yesterday explained exactly the commercial 
aspect of the strike so far as buyers of goods are concerned.

6-30 p.m.
Sir, I am convinced that the jute mill worker generally is a content­

ed person and that, if not interfered with, is likely to remain so.
The Managing Agents have been accused of being reticent in con­

nection with the present strike, and for not explaining to the public 
what the actual state of affairs is. Sir, the general public know as 
much as we ourselves do, and until such time as the workers actually 
resume operations,‘I fail to see how any fresh light can be thrown on 
the position.

As Chairman of the Indian Jute Mills Association, I can inform this 
House that the Managing Agents of the mills on strike are paying, as 
they always have been willing to do, correct proportionate increased 
remuneration for the extra hours worked. I would also mention that 
khoraki has never been stopped.

So far as working hours are concerned, it may interest the House to 
know something about the actual position in the mills. Although the 
machinery actually runs 60 hours per week in single* shift mills and 120 
hours per fortnight in double shift mills, the actual hours of individuals 
are not to this extent. There afe sufficient extra hands employed to 
permit of intervals of rest to practically all workers. So far as single 
shift mills are concerned, labour in actual practice does not work more 
than 10 hours per day, while with regard to double shift workers, 
females never exceed 9 hours per day, i.e., 36 hours and 45 hours in 
alternate weeks, and every third week hardly average 8 hours per day 
lor four or five days as the case may be.
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With regard to male labour in double shift mills, tbe hours are 
naturally somewhat longer, but do not exceed 44 hours in a four-day and 
54 hour* in a five-day week.

Surely, these hours of labour in both systems of work cannot in any 
way be termed excessive.

A statement appeared in the newspapers the other day, issued by 
Miss Probhabati Das Gupta, which dealt with the question of wages and 
the complexities of details in connection with how the various wageH of 
the different workers are made up. It is surely sufficient to say in this 
connection what I have already said, namely, that the Managing Agents 
of the mills on strike are paying correct proportionate increased remu­
neration for the extra hours worked, and I feel certain that if there art 
cases where wages are slightly out of proportion, this is a matter 
which can be very easily rectified on the management being asked to do 
so. Our trouble so far has been the total absence of bona fide grievances 
on the part of the workers, and this House will, I am sure, readily admit 
that unless negotiations are possible as l>etween employers and employees 
that misunderstandings are bound to obtain.

In the article referred to, the question of maternity benefits is raised, 
and I have no hesitation in stating that such benefits are paid by cer­
tain Managing Agents. I am also quite sure that in the event of other 
Managing Agents being approached in this connection, that any requests 
for maternity benefits are almost certain to receive favourable consi­
deration. At several mills I know of, clinics in charge of qualified lady 
doctors have W n started in recent years, and I can also assure the 
House that further progress in this connection is now being made at 
various other mills. In these clinics, as in the case of mill dispensaries, 
treatment and medicines are given free of charge, and at one particular 
clinic, with which the Company I represent is concerned, the daily attend­
ance figures are not only very large but are increasing. This particular 
clinic/ I refer to has now been in operation for the past 7 or 8 years.

Mr* J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, in order to understand the 
strike situation in the jute mills, we must understand what is meant by 
the single shift and the double shift system, and what difference it 
makes to the workers. In the single shift system, a labourer works for
11 hours a day from 5*30 a.m. to 11 a.m., i.e., 5J hours, and again from 
1-30 p.m. to 7 p.m., i.e., another 5} hours. The labourers in a single 
shift mill worked before the 1st of July for 11 hours for 4 days, and 10 
hours for another day in the week, i.e., 54 hours during one week* 
According to the double shift system, which varies in different mills, 
the mills run for 13$ hours, the full time allowed under the Factory 
Rules. In these mills, the labourer* work for 9 to 9} hours a day for 
four days in one week and five days in another week, alternately. Under
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the single shift system, 6 men are employed per loom on an average, 
while under the double shift system 9 men are employed per loom on an 
average. So, the average number of workers employed under the single 
fchift system per thousand looms works up to 6,000, and under the double 
shift system to 9,000. Therefore, Sir, when there is a conversion of a 
mill from a double shift to a single shift system, one-third of the workers 
are sacked. It will also appear that according to this calculation, if 
justice is to be done to the workers, they ought to be paid under the single 
shift system 1£ times the wage they get under the double shift sj'stem.

Sir, it has been said that the mill-owners are not aware what the 
demands of the workers are and what their difficulties are. The diffi­
culties can be understood if we go back to tbe fact that some time after 
the Great War—since 1920—the mills have been steadily reverting 
from the double shift to the single shift system, and the result of it has 
been that the wages of the workers have been reduced The workers 
have also been deprived of their employment, because a lesser number 
of men has been required, and when unemployment increases there is a 
corresponding decrease in wages. Bribery and corruption also increase, 
as a result’ of the efforts made by those who want to retain their service 
in the mills. Therefore, it is very well known that a strike occurs when­
ever the mill-owners revert from the double shift to the single shift 
system.

I may also tell the House how the influential group of jute mills, 
which are members of the Jute Mills Association, have worked in the 
past. Soon after the War, the mills not only began to revert to the 
single shift system but also to restrict the hours of work and production, 
in order not to give up their profit. Th« mill-owners of the group of 
mills which are memters of the Association further decided that they 
would not increase the number of their mills, or looms, or spindles. 
When new mills were started by people who did not belong to the 
Association, they found that it was no use trying to restrict their pro­
duction, and therefore they have now reverted to the single shift system 
and increased the hours of work from 54 to 60 per week. They now pro­
pose to employ onljr 0 men where they used to employ 9, but there 
has not been a corresponding increase in the salary. That is the real 
reason behind this strike. Of course, the question of khoraki and “ cut ” 
l>onu* is also very important, Sir, only one thing will illustrate the un­
fairness of the bonus. By increasing the time from 54 to 60 hours, they 
are increasing the number of pieces by one, though they are not paying 
the bonus. Though they are getting 10 pieces in place of 9, they are 
not paying the bonus which they paid even for 9. This was clearly 
detected by the workers when, in the Jagatdal group of mills, 
the workers started their work, and, after three weeks* work, when they 
want to collect their wages, they found that in spite of the extended
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hours ©f work they were paid less than they used to get before* So this 
strike situation is not, as Mr. Laird wants this House to believe, the 
work of outside interference. The strike is clearly the resalt of a policy 
that »  being pursued by the jute mill-owners in order to keep up their 
profit. The jute millowners are reverting from the double shift system 
to the single shift system; and, as I* have already said, it puts out one- 
third of the employees out of employment. It is well known to this 
group that there is chronic unemployment in the jute mill area of 
about 60,000 workers, whereas the total jute mill workers in the area are 
between 3,40,000 and 3,70,000 men. It is rather surprising that 
Mr. Laird has said that they are not aware of the demands of the 
workers. They are very well known. First of all as a result of this 
reversion from double to single shift system, there is insecurity of 
service, as the number of unemployed men averages about a ciore. Then, 
a labourei* is dismissed without any notice when he has not satisfied either 
a sardar or a mill assistant, bec ause it is known to the mill authorities that 
there is plenty of unemployed men on whom they can lay their hands. 
Therefore, Sir, the real—the greatest—reason of this restlessness amongst 
the workers is the insecurity of service. They get a month’s pay in lieu of 
notice, or an inquiry in cases of grog* misconduct. If that is their de­
mand, I do not think every impartial man, who does not want the workers 
to be simply at the mercy of their employees, will say that this is not a 
reasonable demand. Taking advantage of the unemployment consequent 
upon a reversion to the single shift system from the double shift system, 
they levy undue fines for the least bad work. In some cases they have 
fined even one rupee.

Further, there is bribery and corruption rampant in all the mills. 
The unemployed labourers in order to get employment have got to pay 
from Rs. 10 to Rs. 50 to the sardars, and, after they get into service, 
they have to pay the sardars every month a contribution of eight annas 
or a rupee, in order to retain their service. This latter sum is shared 
with the babus, if not with the mill assistants. This is a grievance 
which is well known.

5-45 p.m.
Then, there is the question of corporal punishment and the question 

of low wages generally. These worker* demand a reduction of hours, 
and they demand 8 hours' work a day for 5 | days. That is, however, a 
matter which can be adjusted mutually. Then, Sir, the main agitation 
amongst them is not to revert to the single shift system where double 
shift system prevailed and we know tbat at least in the big mills at 
Bowria and Fort Gloucester, wheTe really the fight started, the trouble 
arose not on account of outside interferenca, but on account of reversion 
from the double shift to the'single shift system. There was the shoot* 
ing, there were all the forces of Government on th« side of the capitalists,
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and the poor workers had ultimately to go to the wall. There are other 
grievances, such as maternity benefit, half-pay on tick leave, etc. If I 
remember aright, Mr. Bose, in speaking some time back, pointed out that 
the workers got 4 months* leave. I was very much amused when I 
heard that. Since then I made inquiries about this 4 months’ leave and 
I found that it was enforced leave, because no work was to be found, 
and not that leave was granted to them. Then there is the demand for 
better housing. When the workers made a demand like this, has the 
Government ever asked the employers whether the demand of the poor 
workers is a legitimate demand or not? Now, from whom are they 
making this demand? They are making this demand from Messrs. 
Kinnison and Company who pay a dividend of 400 per cent. They are 
making the demand from companies who during the War time and for 
some time after made profits between 100 and 200 per cent,, and they 
are making the demand from companies, who, if we refer to the Capital 
of August 8, have all made profits of not less than 30 to 70 per cent.

Then, Sir, what do these mill-owners say? They now say that they 
are ready to consider the demands of the workers, but they have secured 
a reserve of 150 crores, and they can easily close down the mills and pay 
dividends for 25 years to come. When they are making such huge 
profits, is it not the duty of Government, I ask in all seriousness, to 
exercise their influence on the side of the poor workers when they come 
forward with their grievances, and not to range themselves on the side 
of the capitalists by lending them their armed police. But what do we 
find now? Everywhere the police are busy guarding the mills and mill 
areas. Sir, I had an occasion to go to Hooghly, Serampore and other 
courts in order to release the men who have been taken in custody and 
who have been asked to find security for Rs. 2,000 for the simple fact 
that they are employees of jute mill unions. They were there to lay 
before the management the legitimate grievances of the workers.

The learned mover has referred to the conduct of the Subdivisional 
Officer-----

(Here the member having reached his time-limit resumed hit 
seat.)

Tht Hon’bit Mr* M. C. McALPIHl Sir, I wish to make a statement 
at this stage of the debate on behalf of Government, in order to express 
a hope that this debate will be conducted in such a manner that nothing 
may be said or done which will interfere with the settlement of the dis* 
pute by the parties themselves.

In this connection I may be permitted to congratulate Dr. Bidhaa 
Chandra Roy on the moderation with which he opened the debate.



Oft BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: But the ipttch was out short.

TIM Hon’M* Mr. M. C. MeALPIN: The situation is complicated by 
three factors: —

First, the basis on which wages for certain classes of workers, parti­
cularly weavers, are calculated is somewhat abstruse to persons 
not immediately connected with the jute industry.

Second, the mills work on two different system, the single shift and 
the double shift system.

Third, in the great majority of stoppages no statement of grieranoee 
has been put forward bv the workers themselves.

Let me just account the salient features in the development of the 
trouble. The first sign of trouble arose in the Bhatpara area in the 
Alliance-Craig-Waverley Mills group and the Megna Mills. What 
happened here was that the weaveis refused to go on to the GO hours’ 
week on the terms which had been decided on by the management. The 
workers did not strike, they worked on the old system but on the eipiry 
of 54 hours in the week they refused to work any more. This continued 
till the 22nd July, when the weavers went into the mills, but it is 
reported they idled instead of working to their ordinary capacity. On 
the 22nd the management conceded the demands of the workers; but 
the workers earned on in the same way, and the management had to 
close down the mills. The closure was not a lock-out in the accepted 
sense, as the mill authorities, Government are informed, were quite will* 
ing to,take all the men back at any time, provided they were willing to 
work on the ordinary standards.

The first actual strike that was reported was in the Baranngore area. 
This strike started on the 6th July owing to a dispute arising from the 
grievances of a section of spinners. The men resumed work on the 8th, 
but went out again on the 9th, and have remained out since. Thin 
strike, however, arose from a local cause but which was connected with 
the change-over to the sixty hours’ week. It was not connected with 
the strikes further up the river. The trouble which started in the 
Alliance-Megna Mills was confined to these till the beginning of August. 
The first signs of the strike spreading were in the neighbouring Anglo* 
India Mills. In these mills the closing down was gradual, but on the 
2nd of August all the mills in this group had closed down. In the 
meantime, trouble bad broken out in the Sealdah area on the 29th July, 
but in the mill# there, the strikes have been partial. One mill Hosed 
down, started again, and again closed down. Another closed down for 
a very brief period, restarted and has remained running. South of 
Calcutta, two mill*, Clive and Union South, went out, and a local dis­
pute led to a stoppage of the Haatings Mill at Rishra. At the begin* 
ning of this week many mills had to cloee. All the mills in Titagarh,
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Khardah and Shamnagar closed, with the others in the Bhatpara, 
Kankinara and Naihati area, which had not hitherto stopped work. The 
position to-day it* practically unchanged. Soorah had to close down 
yesterday, but Shamnagore opened with a partial staff this morning. 
Thus the trouble ha*, with slight exceptions, been confined to the Sealdah 
area and the area stretching from Baranagore to Naihati.

In practically all the latter stoppages no statement of grievances was 
put forward by the workers. So far as can be ascertained, specific issues 
have been raised only in the Alliance-Megna strikers and in the two 
localised cases of Hastings and Baranagore. In the Bhatpara area the 
action of the weavers is reported to have led to the stoppages. The 
same is true of Sealdah, but in Titagarh, Kankinara and Shamnagore, 
the stoppages have been caused by the abstention of the women workers. 
Leaflets have been distributed in the mill areas containing various de­
mands. Mr. Laird has told us that the mill-owners are prepared to 
discuss whatever statement of grievances are put befoie them by their 
workers, and they have guaranteed to give their workers their correct 
proportionate wages if they get into touch with them. This should 
form a firm basis for negotiations, and if negotiations can be entered 
into, there is a good prospect of peace. Government arc carefully and 
anxiously watching the situation, and they hope that nothing will be 
said in this debate which will prejudice the prospects of peace, which is 
the object and aim of all of us.

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: Sir, the Hon'ble Mr. McAlpin 
congratulated Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy on his moderate speech. 
Personally, I doubt if it is a compliment at all. In any case I believe 
that if the Hon'ble Member had an opportunity of hearing Dr. Roy till 
the end of his speech, he might have an occasion to change his opinion 
with regard to that, and it is a pity that the bell rang when he wa* 
attempting to develop the most important subject, that is loss of life 
and attendant suffering that has arisen out of the strike situation 
in the mill areas. Sir, everybody in this House is aware that a few 
days ago there was a fracas between the strikers on the one* hand and 
a certain number of unknown agents on the other. They have been 
described by some people as Pathans and others as mill-guards. I 
believe in one paper, which is not a Congress organ nor a nationalist 
paper, they are described as mill-guards. In any case, I think, the 
public have a right to know whether these Pathans are really mill- 
guards or simply money-lenders with whom we are familiar in Calcutta. 
There is particular reason why one should feel disinclined to regard 
them as merely money-lenders and not as mill-guards. We find that 
the trouble arose between these Pathans and the strikers from Jagatdal. 
The strikers from jagatdal had gone to Gouripore to persuade their 
fellow mill workers there to join them. A fracas arose between them 
and the Pathans.
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A fracas arose between the strikers from Jagatdal when they had 
gone to Gouripore and the Pathans who were prowling about there. 
Consequently there is no reason to believe that there is any relation 
in the matter of money-lending between the Pathans and the workers 
from Jagatdal. Certain fact* have been disclosed in the courts at 
Barrackpore, particularly in the evidence of an Inspector and a Sub- 
Inspector of Police which really lend colour to the suspicion entertained 
in certain quarters that these people were not really money-lenders but 
that they had some connection either as mill-guards or in some other 
capacity with the mill authorities. Whatever it is, Government ought 
to inquire into it and the public have a right to be satisfied regarding 
the real character of these Pathans. We know to our cost the 
unfortunate development that arose in Bombay some months ago where 
a similar situation took place as a result of the fracas between the 
strikers and the armed guards employed by the mill authorities. I 
believe everyone in this House will agree with me that we have no 
desire that the incidents that occurred in Bombay should be repeated 
in and near about Calcutta, and for thdt reason it is necessary to take 
a prompt action with regard to this incident.

One of the speakers—I think it was Mr. Laird—tried to make out 
that there was really no cause for the workers to go on strike; that the 
strike had l>een engineered by outside interference and that intimida­
tion had been at work. Well, Sir, it is time that intimidation has 
been at work but the question is who is practising this intimidation. 
Are not certain members of the police resorting to intimidation? I 
think I can prove to any honest body of people that the members of 
the police had been practising intimidation on the workers. It is no 
news to this country that whenever unfortunately there is a labour 
dispute the agents of Government, the police, always side with the 
capitalists. No wonder. We have it from Lord Cureon that adminis­
tration and exploitation must go hand in hand and this will go on 
until we are a free people. The hon’ble member who questioned 
whether there was a real, genuine, cause for a strike, himself made 
certain admissions in his speech which show that even according to 
him there are certain grievances. He said that in some of the mills 
the maternity benefits were not allowed and if the Managing Agents 
were approached they would certainly remove that grievance. That 
was his own admission. As far as I remember, I did not catch his 
words properly, but he said if the Managing Agents were approached 
they would also rectify other grievances. So we have it from his own 
lips that there are certain grievances.

The question is when did the trouble really start. I believe there 
are many members in this House who know that nearly eight months 
ago the trouble was brewing; the troubla was brewing mainly because
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of the apprehension of the workers even as early as a year ago that 
sometime in 1929, there would be a change from the double shift 
system to a single shift system in many of the mills. I t wa® 
apprehended in many quarters not only in the ranks of labour but 
in many other quarters as well, that as soon as that conversion from 
the double shift to the single shift took piacfe there would be an 
occasion for the workers to go on strike. Apart from that there is a 
long-standing grievance. I know the condition of these workers in 
many of these mills. Personally I have had on several occasions to 
visit them in some of the slums and I know the horrible condition 
under which the Hindu and Mussalman mill-hands have to work and 
live. But there is another side of the picture, Sir.

We find that these mill authorities are making crores and crores of 
money. Have not the workers a right to ask for a living wage and a 
decent condition of life? If the hon’ble members sitting opposite 
admit that right in the case of their own countrymen, why should not 
they admit the same right in the case of the coloured people P We 
have had it from no less an authority than several members of 
Parliament, Mr. Mardy Jones, Mr. Johnston and others, who had visited 
these hovels that the condition of the slums in the jute mills is simply 
horrible, and they are all the more horrible when one considers for a 
single moment the huge profit made by these mills. If the mills were 
unable to pay such thumping dividends I could understand their 
difficulties, but there is no such difficulty. On the other hand they 
make crores and crores of rupees, but they will not give a decent living 
wage to the Indian worker who asks for nothing more at present. I 
am afraid if this modest and moderate demand is not conceded now in 
full, the time will come, and that time is not far off, when these 
workers will no longer be content with this modest demand but will 
put forward a bigger claim for the ultimate ownership of capital. As 
India stands to-day the workers feel that their demands are quite 
moderate and, to put it in a nutshell, their demand is for a bare decent 
living wage simply. I believe no fair-minded man will deny them 
this right particularly in view of the fact that these mills are for 
years and years making huge profits.

One word with regard to the attitude of Government. I have 
already said quite clearly that Government have not been as impartial 
as they ought to have been in this matter. On the other hand, in 
certain areas the agents of Government have openly sided with the 
mill authorities and have gone out of their way in order to check the 
legitimate activities of the labour leaders and the labourers. I know 
this from my own experience at Budge Budge where a labour meeting 
was to be held. An order was promulgated under section 144 there 
alto. This curious section is employed for the purpose of checking 
the legitimate activities of the labour leaden and labourers. Govern­
ment can easily take action under the Trade Disputes Act and the
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present situation is such that there is sufficient reason for doing so. 
There has been a loss of life and there is a reasonable apprehension 
that the conditions which prevailed in Bombay several months ago 
might be repeated in and near about Calcutta. It is for this reason 
I would demand of Government as an act of bare justice that they 
should intervene and see to it that the strike is terminated as early as 
possible. I do not believe in an appeal, I stand on my rights and I 
demand that Government should intervene as soon as possible in order 
to bring about a satisfactory and honourable settlement of the dispute. 
If they do not desire to do that let them throw the Trade Disputes 
Act into the waste paper basket. They may go further and say: I/et 
there be an arbitration and if either party rejects the proposal then 
that party will certainly stand condemned in the eyes of the whole 
of India. I repeat once more that the demand of the jute workers is 
the most moderate demand, and even if this demand is not conceded 
to-day they may begin by asking for bigger things. As things stand 
to-day the dispute can be settled if this modest and moderate demand 
ia conceded and I believe Government have a duty in this matter. It 
is not fair on the part of Government to join hands with the mill 
authorities; it is for them to aide with the workers and bring about a 
happy and honourable solution of this dispute.

Mr. T. LAMB: Mr. President, my friend, Mr. Laird, has told you 
that it is his opinion that the present strike is not in the true sense 
of the word a trade dispute but is a strike which has been engineered 
by outside interference. He has dealt with the matter broadly, but 
with your permission, Sir, I will give details of the strike from the 
beginning so that the House may understand and appreciate all that 
has taken place. It has been stated that the Jagatdal area is the 
nerve centre of the present trouble. There the strike really started 
and from there it has spread to present dimensions. I am intimately 
connected with the Jagatdal area as my residence was there until 
quite recently, and as the firm with which I am associated are 
Managing Agents of four mills which have been frequently mentioned 
daring the strike, these are Alliance, Alexandra, Waveriey and Craig. 
In addition to these there are also the Megna Mills, Anglo-India Mills 
and Auckland Mill. That group comprises the Jagatdal area and the 
Kankinarrah group is immediately to the north, the dividing line 
being merely a wall. These two groups have a total of 9,000 
looms equal to 50,000 workers and run practically in an unbroken line 
from south to north. Up to the time of the present trouble the workers 
were happy and content and relations between workers and manage­
ment have always been of the beat. As everyone knows the change 
from 54 hours to 60 hours' working is blamed for what has taken place 
but I hope to show that there have been and still exist other factors, 
Since 1921 the Indian Jute Mills have been rawing steadily at 64
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hours a week and the change from 54 to 60 hours as from 1st July was 
forced upon the mills in order to retain for India trade which would 
otherwise pass to Dundee and the Continent, to India’s loss. The 
increased working hours meant a change in wages. Such changes 
were intimated to the workers in good time prior to the change and 
there was no protest from workers to the managements when the new 
working hours began. There was no hint of any trouble until the 
end of the first week. I am now talking of the Jagatdal group where 
the trouble started. Anglo-Iridia, Alliance, Megna, Waverley and 
Craig are all single shift mills and that meant 5J days’ working. At 
the end of the first five days Alliance, Megna, Waverley and Craig 
weavers intimated that they had no desire to work five and a half days 
on the scale of pay offered and stated they would not work more than 
54 hours per week as previously. They cleaned up their looms and 
walked out peacefully. There was no disturbance but they refused to 
take their pay tickets. The following week the same thing happened 
and also during the third week. This applies only to weavers—the 
remainder of the labour being content to woik the extra hours and 
were satisfied with wages paid. Meantime during these weeks Anglo- 
India and Alexandra had continued to work the full 60 hours without 
any trouble, and it is important to note the weavers’ wages at these 
mills had been calculated on precisely the same basis as at the mills 
where they had refused to work 60 hours. Auckland Jute Mills also 
had no complaint and no trouble. The complaint of the dissatisfied 
weavers was that we had increased the number of cuts necessary to 
obtain bonus whilst they desired that the number should remain as it 
was for 54 hours. For the benefit of those who are not acquainted with 
jute mill conditions I should explain that weavers in addition to 
their ordinary pay are given a bonus when they take off a certain 
number of “ cuts ”—a “ cut ” being 100 yards of cloth. Bonus terms 
vary but we can take as an example a weaver who during 54 hours’ 
working took off 9 cuts. For this he would receive say 12 annas in 
addition to his pay. On going on to 60 hours’ working he was asked 
to take off one cut more for the same bonus that is 10 cuts. It is a 
simple calculation. If a man can take off 9 cuts in 54 what shall he 
take off in 60—*10 cuts. As 1 have said the weavers objected to this 
additional cut and th*t was the origin of the trouble so far as Jagatdal 
was concerned. I have shown you that they worked peacefully for 
three weeks but only for 54 hours and had not taken their pay tickets 
during that time. On Monday, 22nd July, the Alliance, Megna, 
Waverley and Craig weavers returned to their work but did not really 
work, stating that they had been told to do only half their usual work 
for which they would receive at least Es. 1*8 per day. That wa* the 
beginning of what }ias been mildly termed outside interference. On 
the same day the Managing Agents of the mills affected had a meeting 
at which it was decided to meet the weavers’ demands in full. Thia



information was immediately telephoned to the mills. The sardaw 
were tent for so that they might spread the news to the weavers. This 
was done and in addition notices to the same effect were placed on the 
mill gates. Notwithstanding this the weavers returned next morning 
and continued the tactics of the previous day. It was impossible for 
the mills to run in this way and they closed down at 11 a,m. I 
personally visited the mills and talked to the workers. They assured 
me that they were satisfied with what had bean done and they had no 
complaint to make and no further requests to put forward hut they 
would not return to work unless on the hookuiu of their Union, a 
Union which I may say was born during the strike and uot to be 
confused with that run by Mr. K. C. Ray Chaudhuri. Alexandra, 
Auckland and Anglo-India were still running with a full compliment 
of labour and no trouble. Thin did not please those who were on 
strike, and what has been termed “ peaceful ” picketing was openly 
indulged in with a view of getting the other mills of the district to 
come out, but during that week these mills continued to work. On the 
night of Monday, 29th July, peaceful picketing was carried to 
Alexandra coolie lines by a mob who made dire threats to the workers 
of that mill if they continued to work. Result, next day Alexandra 
was closed, but the following day, Wednesday, they were not molested 
and work was resumed and carried on until 8 a.m. on Thursday, 1st 
August, when a mob attempted to enter tbe mill to prevail upon the 
workers to stop work. The workers intimated that they would 
strenuously resist any such attempt, and in order to save trouble and 
possible bloodshed the Manager closed down the mill and it has 
remained dosed. So called “ peaceful picketing" was then turned on 
Anglo-India Jute Mills with the usual threats and intimidation. 
Women were threatened with assault and worse which I cannot mention 
here, shop-keeper* were threatened to have their shops looted if they 
supplied workers with food and life generally made very unpleasant. 
These methods prevailed and 4 Anglo-Indian mills closed down on the 
following day, August 2nd. Mills in the Kankinarrah district did 
not resume on Monday, 5th August, due to causes similar to those 
already explained. Titaghur district were in the same position and 
have also been closed since Monday, the 5th. I t should be noted that 
in regard to all the mills which I have mentioned only Alliance, Megna, 
Waverley and Craig have put forward any grievance or demands to 
the various managements. The demands of the first named have been 
met so there is no good reason why they should not be working, and 
the fact that others have put forward no demands show that they have 
no grievance and that they are content with new conditions and wages 
and we know that the great majority are willing to work if intimidation 
is stopped and protection provided.

Now, Sir, the weavers of the Alliance, Megna, Waverley and Craig 
Mills have drawn no wages since Friday, 28th June, which means they
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have four weeks* wages which have all along been available but to date 
are unclaimed. It might be thought that they refused to accept them 
as they are on the basis to which they objected, but this is not so as 
the decision of 22nd July was retrospective as from 1st July, the 
opening date of the 60 hours' working and wages were altered 
accordingly. What does this mean? It can only be inferred that 
financial assistance for strikers must be forthcoming from someone.

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Sir, I move that the closure be now 
put.

Mr. PRESIDENT* It is much too early, Mr. Roy.

Mr. «l. M. SEN GUPTA: May I, Sir, put a question to the Hon’ble 
Member-in-charge ?

Mr. PRESIDENT! Yes.

Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA: Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to 
state whether he is prepared to take action under the Trade Disputes 
Act, as an answer to this question will certainly have some influence 
on members of this House as to how they would vote on thin motion?

Th# Hon’bla Mr. M. C. McALPIN: As there are negotiations in 
progress between the mill-owners and their employees and as attempts 
are being made to bring about a settlement, it does not seem that the 
present moment is opportune for such action.

Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I wonder what would be the 
attitude of the Hon'ble Member in those cases where the negotiations 
are at an end and where there is no possibility at all of any resumption 
of work on an amicable basis.

I am grateful, Sir, to Dr. Roy for having permitted us to discuss 
the very serious situation that has arisen out of the strike in the jute 
mills, for, my humble opinion. Sir, it is not simply a small trade 
dispute, which can be adjusted by negotiations between employers and 
employees, but a cataclysm of an unprecedented nature. I have within 
the last few days come across many labourers from the various affected 
areas, and they have told me that they have never within their 
experience come across a strike with features similar to those of the 
present one. They have not been able to understand up till now 
as to how the strike came about and how it is being kept np, and 
hence in order to appreciate the situation and arrive at a just and 
-correct understanding of it, it is necessary that we should know all the 
facts.
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K^b%kll t i l l  though in many case* i  atrike it r tu M  it  %
mill <NF%k« basis of a certain demand, the strikere do not go h ick  to 
#wk #**n »ft«f the demand has been granted. Clearly, this show* 
thfct dttougli then may have been bona-fide reason* for conMMuciBg 
* atnfo, thew is no bona-fide reason for it* conti nuan#.

Many theories have been advanced as to the reasons for the present 
strike. Some of these theories are ludicrous, some have a grain of 
truth behind them, and some of them are perhaps true.

Sir, one rumour, which is rampant in the mill areas, is that a large 
number of hessian dealers and speculators are manipulating the strike 
in order that the.price of hessians might rise and they might benefit 
by it. It is said in the market that the position of these hessian
dealers was very weak before the strike, and many of them were on the 
point of collapse, but that, owing to the break-out and continuance of 
the strike, they have been able to recover and strengthen their position, 
and that the time for ending the strike will come only when they 
think it advisable to do so, i.e., after they have profited sufficiently by 
the discontinuance of work in the mills.

Sir, then there are others who say that this strike has been 
engineered really in retaliation for the Meerut trial. If you carefully 
consider the features of the strike, then you will be able to say to what 
extent this is true.

Again, there are others who say that this is nothing else but a 
general strike, which will pervade all the mills in order that there may 
be a general reconstitution of wages, and that, although the workers 
in individual mills will come out with individual grievances, the 
strike as a whole will be kept up, until the grievances of workers in all 
the mills hAve been fully and adequately redressed.

Sir, this last theory raises a very serious question. The first mills 
that went on strike, as we have been told, were the Baranagore Jute 
Mills. The remarks that Mr. Laird has made to-day as regards the 
condition of the dispute in the mills at present do lfcrt affect the 
workers in the Baranagore Jute Mills. Since both Mr. T<aird and tile 
Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin wish that we ought not to say aftything here 
to-day which may prejudice negotiations, I 1My state at Mice for the 
information of this House that, having approached both tha Mill 
manager and the workers concerned, there is no negotiation Whatso­
ever between the employers and the employed to jeopardise. The 
mtkhtn of theee mills came out soma time on the 5th of July last. As 
has been pointed out to this House, they went back to Work on the 8th 
of ltd? ittd they came out again on the 9th ted 10th July. Their 
grimaces are many. Th«y tell us that their main grievance is that 
i l l  wages wlich thiy get in the Baranagore Jute Mills are lower than 
{ki tifeefc obihiHihltf to Mr. Laird has told us

10
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that-it is well known to the Indian Jute Mill* Association that the cost 
o! living it higher nearer Calcutta than away Isom ii. Tim owners ef 
the Baranagore Jute Mills tell us that at Baranagore the cost of living 
is lower than what it is anywhere else, that the price of foodstufs is 
lower in Barqpagore than other places, and that they charge lees lor 
accommodation than anywhere else. This is their considered state­
ment, and it is in direct opposition to the statement made by Mr. Laird 
as well as to the statements of the strikers themselves.

The next grievance of the workers is that they are assaulted, abused 
and fined on the slightest pretext. They say that the fine-roll of 
Baranagore is higher than that of any other mill in existence. This 
is denied. They are prepared to prove that it is so, and they call 
upon the authorities, whoever they may be—the Indian Jute Mills 
Association or the Government—to examine the fine-rolls of the 
various mills.

They also state that the number of relieving hands at Baranagore 
is lower than anywhere else. The number is based on a certain fixed 
proportion, but that is never kept up, owing to what is called “ theft of 
tickets,” in which the sardars indulge, and which, it is alleged, ia done 
with the connivance—shall I sayP—of the persons in charge. The 
result is that the number of relieving hands is very much fewer than 
what it ought to be.

Sir, another grievance is as regards the cleaning of machinery. 
The workers state that the machinery is cleaned when it is running, 
which is against the Factory Eules. Of course, the Managing Agents 
deny it, and state that the machinery is no doubt cleaned during the 
five working days, but that is done when the machinery is not running. 
I mentioned this statement of the mill authorities to the workers, and 
it evoked a gentle hilarious ripple of laughter from them even in their 
piteous condition. They state that all the 3,000 workers know that in 
these mills the machinery is cleaned during the working hours, i.e., 
when the machinery is running.

Now, Sir, as I have already said, there is one feature which is 
common to all these strikes, vis., that though the workers might have 
struck on account of genuine grievances, the strike is kept up for 
other reasons totally unconnec ted with those grievances. These reasons 
continually and persistently crop up one alter another with the sole 
object of prolonging the strike.

I have seen the letter which was sent to the authorities of the 
Baranagore Mills on behalf of the labourers. It is stated there that 
unless the mill authorities put the workers on the same looting as 
that ol their comrades in the Belur Mills, they would not agree to 
work for 60 hours a week, though they were prepared to work* is  
hitherto, for 54 hours. It is not stated in that letter that the wages 
given to them are muck less than what they art entitled to, although
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that positieri which the strikers now take up. ' In esaenetf the

higher wag**, but *t majr well be said that they have shifted 
from tbwroriginal grounds: This it a feature common to most strikes on 
account t»f the general illiteracy which prevails amongst the worker*, 
and which, I am afraid, is exploited by unscrupulous people.

Sir, the question that I would ask of Government is this: Whet
are we to do when we find that there are genuine grievances of 
labourers to be redressed, and which the management are not prepare*) 
to meetP
6410 p.m.

Can we then not request the Government to step in and see that the 
claims between the two are adjusted? I think, Sir, that in those cane* 
where there are no negotiations in progress, where the mill managers 
have stated that unless the workers go back to work they would refuse 
to listen to their demands, it is time for Government to step in, 
provided the Government is sure of the fact that the strikers have got 
a genuine grievance. I think, Sir, that a stage has arisen, at any rate 
in this dispute between the Baramignre strikers and the mill manager*, 
when Government should step in and do justice. It is well known, Sir, 
that while on the one side there are weighty resources, on the other 
nide the mill-hands will very shortly have to go back to work without 
having their grievances adjusted, or will go back home, or will take 
money from the money-lenders to such an extent that they will not be 
able to repay until their dying day. I would suggest that in the 
interest both of the employers and the employed the Government should 
step in before matters have gone too far. Sir, quite apart from the 
individual cases of the strike there are many other things which 
Government might rectify and consider this a suitable opportunity 
for rectifying. s

Is there any reason why arbitration or conciliation boards should 
not be formed in order that strikes between the employers and the 
employed may be adjusted? Government may say that they do not 
wish to interfere in the affairs of private employers, but where the 
private employe is so heavily weighted that it is quite out of the 
realm of an ordinary trade dispute, and has become a general menace, 
it is the duty of Government certainly to interfere and see that the 
arbitration of Government is accepted both by the employer and the * 
employed.

Then, Sir, Government may well see that a uniform wage is paid in 
all the mills, due regard being had to those benefits that particular 
managements may give to the workers. A uniform wage should 
certainly be paid, and this uniform wage should be a living' wage; 
There should be uniformity of rules for the amelioration of the condition 
of the labourers in such matters as housing, education, sanitation, etc. I 
rafcsait that there is absolutely no reason why Government should not
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intervene «t this stage and#settie the dispute. We do notw qnt * 
repetition of such strikes and we dread the terrible consequence* of 
its continuance. We do not know when the strike will end* 
W? are told that even in those cases where the demands have been 
granted the porkers hqve not gone back and that in some other cases 
npt even the demands have been formulated. In such cases, I think, 
the management are entirely justified, whatever my friend Dr. Bidhan 
Chandra Boy and my very respected friend Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose - 
may say, in coming to the conclusion that there are other forces behind 
the strike than genuine grievances. I know many cases where the 
workers have met me and have asked me to adjust their differences and 
to place their grievances beforo the mill managers, but were prevented 
from coming to me by interested persons. One cannot, Sir, with all 
respect to the other side, shut his eyes to these things. Sir, on the 
one hand there is the interest of the employer; on the other there is a 
genuine grievance amongst the labourers and the conflict is complicated 
by the presence of a disturbing factor of unknown potency. I think 
under the circumstances Government is the only power that can step 
in and bring about a settlement. I feel, Sir, although one has no 
desire whatever to jeopardise the negotiations between the employer 
and the employed, it is not likely that they would uouie to any fruition, 
and I think we may appeal to Government on behalf of the labourers 
that they may step in and end this unfortunate situation before it 
gets out of hand.

Dr. tlDHAM 0MAMDRA ROY: Sir, the question may now be put.
(Mr. Travers caught the eyes of the Hon’ble the President and was 

called upon to speak.)

Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: Mr. President. Kir, we on this side entirely 
appreciate the position of Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy in this matter in 
that he is a representative of the jute mill area; it is of course his 
business to bring anything io regard to the condition of its labour 
before this Council; but, Sir, we would point out to Dr. Boy that there 
are many others in this Council, who are every bit as sincerely desirous 
for the contentment of labour as he is, and that it is not confined, 
entirely to that side. Further, 1 suggest, Sir, that he is, in certain 
Instances, taken in by his, sympathy for the strikers. Their case ha* 
been taken as proved, let me say, with insufficient investigation. I 
would cross svords with him on one point only as an instance. He 
said that an increase of hours meant increased profit. Now, Sir, I 
would point out that in this caae that is extremely improbable, to aay 
the least of i,t. The movement in the jute mills for increased hours 
and iwi*a»*d promotion was chiefly to retain trade. Bengal and 
Assam have a monopoly, it is true, in the gronrth of jute, bat they 
hate no monopoly in Jfee wMtjitoter* of it, and# I think, in reoeitf
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year* l«ore M  pore jute hAs been exported to be manufactured in
Englaul  and Germany, and, I am sure, nobody in the Council should 
daaire tfcat that should be the case. Moreover is it not the case that 
owing to restricted production America is doing its best to get a 
substitute lor juteP They have a special expert staff of engineers at 
work at this moment trying to invent machinery that would convert 
cotton as a substitute for jute fabrics in some forms. I think, increased 
production for that reason is essential. It may mean increased profit* 
but at the moment on the situation as it is, I beg to differ from I)r. Roy 
that it will be so immediately.

Now, Sir, there is another point which arose in the course of the 
debate, and which. I am informed, is untrue—not in accordance with 
fact—and that is in regard to the increase of hours from 54 to 60 and 
in the old system a worker could do 9 pieces, now he can do nearly 10, 
and it is stated that the workers do not get any benefit for this increase. 
1 have made inquiries in regard to that point, and I am informed that 
those who cannot complete the fabric will remain on their machine and 
that they do receive the benefit in the following wfeek. Therefore the 
allegation that they do not get proportionate increased bonuses is not 
true.

Sir, leaving details aside, what I am concerned with, and what 
everyone in this Council is concerned with, is anxiety that this strike 
should cease at the earliest possible moment. I am all for Dr. Roy’s 
attitude that the workers should receive a just settlement. But 1 
think it is essential that the settlement should be made f t  the very 
earliest possible moment. When one thinks of what happened recently 
in Bombay, and when one thinks that ulso in our neighbourhood here 
there are 175 to 200 thousand people out of work, and that some 
little thing may happen, some little wind may blow, that may set 
in movement some terrible catastrophe such as that happened in 
Bombay, I say that we should strive our utmost to settle the strike as 
early as possible. Then, there is the loss, of course, that is brought 
about by this strike. One’s sympathy, of course, naturally goes to the 
wage-earners, and I understand that the loss to the hands is something 
like 10 or 12 lakhs of rupees a week. Now, Sir, I have listened with 
the greatest respect to Mr. Suhrawardy’s speech and I think that it has 
more knowledge in it than any other. I suggest to Dr. Roy and 
Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose and Mr. Suhrawardy to use their personal 
influence in the matter and to try their very best to get the jute 
workers to go to the management and state their terms to them. The 
management say that the workers have not formulated their demand 
(A voicn: That haa been done)* That they are ready to listen to
tfeeir demands is a fact and they will listen to them as soon as they 
are presented. I suggest that the first thing to be done in this strike 
is to take the workers to the managers*
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■ Mr* 4» Mi SEN GUPTAs Sir, the question may now be put.

Mr. PRESIDENTS The request that the question be now put has 
been repeated to me for the third time. 1 do not think it will be an 
infringement of the rights of reasonable debate if it ift now put 
under section 46.

On the closure question being put, a division was taken with the 
following result: —

AYES.

Ahmad, Maulvi Sbamauddin.
All, Maulvi Haaaan.
Saiahi, Safe* Romaa Chandra.
Bakah, Maulvi Syad Majid.
Banaejaa, Dr. Pramathanath.
Banorjaa, Babu Promotli.i Nath.
Banarji, Mr. P.
law, Babu Santaah Kumar.
Baaa, Babu Bajay Kriabn*.
Baaa, Mr. Subhaa Chandra.
Ohatttrjaa, Brljut Bljay Kumar.
Chattarji, Babu Amarancranath.
Chaudhuri, Kban Bahadur Maulvi Alimui- 

BAman.
Chaudhuri, Maulvi Aahrafuddin.
Chaudhury, Maulvi Mural Abaar. 
Chawdhury, Haji Sadi Ahmad.
Chawdhury, Maulvi Abdul Ohani.
Oat, Or. Mahini Mahan.
Oat Oupta, Or. 4. M.
Dutt, Babu Sara! Kumnr.
Paxluliah, Maulvi Muhammad.
Qaitguli, Babu Pratul Chandra.
Ohaaa, Babu Amarandra Nath.
Oupta, Mr. Jamil Ohandr*.
HaMm, Maulvi Abdul.
Haabamy, Maulvi Syad Jalaluddln. 
Htmaiainfka, Babu Prabhu Oayal.
Maaua, Kaxi Kmdadul.
Haaaain, Maulvi Muhammad 
Hu«, Kban Bahib Maulvi Saslul.

Karim, Maulvi Abdul.
Khan, Babu Dabandra Lai.
Khan, Maulvi Tamiiuddin.
Mauimdar, Mr. Birandrnnath.
Maitra, Babu SurMtdra Mohan.
Maltra, Brljut Jasandra Nath.
Mukharjaa, Brijut Taraknath.
Naakar, Babu Ham Chandra.
Pain, Babu Barada Premia.
Pal Chaudhuri, Mr. Ranjit.
Paddar, Mr. Ananda Mahan.
Nay, Or. Kumud Sankar.
Ray, Srijut Radha Qavind*.
Ray Chaudhuri, Babu Sanat Kumar.
Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath.
Ray, Or. Bidhan Chandra.
Ray, Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh.
Ray, Mr. 0. N.
Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar.
Ray, Mr. Sadhan CbanCra.
Ray Chaudhuri, Nibu Horn Chandra.
Ray Chaudhuri, Rai Bahadur Satyandra 

Nath.
Saadatullah, Maulvi Muhammad, 
lamad, Maulvi Abdua.
Sarkar, Babu Naliniranjan.
San Oupta, Mr. 4. M.
Shah, Maulvi Abdul Hamid.
Singh, Srijut Taj Bahadur.
Tarkathirtha, Kaviraj Bimalananda, Pundit 

Bhuahan.

NOES.

Sarma, Rai Sahib Panohanan.
Blair, Mr. 4. R.
Caaaalla, Mr. A.
Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hatiur 

Rahman.
Caban, Mr. 0. 4.
Caiman, Mr. S. R.
Oain, Mr. S. R.
Oath, Mr. A. 4. 
tattan, Mr* S. A.
PatMpd* Kbaa Sibadur «. a  M. 
farraatar, Mr. 4. Campbati.
Obaab, Mr. M. S.
Sbuanavt, tha Han'Ma Athad} Sir Abdal*

bM'tat.

Gilahriat, Mr. R. N.
Oaanka, Rai Bahadur Badridaa.
Ouha, Mr. P. N. 
ttumar, Mr. C. W.
HasBt Mr, S. P.
Hapkyna, Mr. W. S.
Haaaln, tiamb Muatmrruf, Khan Bahadur. 
Huaaain, Maulvi Lata tat.
Inaah, Mr. 4.
Jankiaa, Or. W. A,
Kaaaaa, Maalvl AbaL
Kban, Kban Sahib Maulvi Muanam AW. 
Laird, Mr. ft B.
Lamb, Mr. T.
Laalia, Mr. BL
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Haiti*, Mr.M«!umtfa Oafcari. 
M«At»i» , m  Haa-W# Mr. M. 0. 
MaChnfci j  Hr. K. T.

“ Hr PravasK
Mr. A, N.

. A.
Mr. Klmja.

Hr. C. 0.
J. v.

____  . Mr. A. F. M. AMtir*
Ray caawmuri, Mr. K. C.

a  f.

Hay, Mr. tarat Kmmt. 
ftutafarta, Mr. F. V. 
tartar, Mr Jmtaaatti. 
arfcac, Ral taftia ftatati 

thiniMr, Mr. S. A. 
talaiaiaa, Maahri Mafcamaiatf. 
Sufcra warty, Mr. H. t.
Tata, Malar Oanaral Oatffrcy. 
THi apiaw, Mr. W. H.
Travara, Mr. W. I»
Twyaaâ  Mr. H. J.

The Ayes being 5J) and the Noe.s 51 the motion for elonure waa 
carried.

The motion that the buninens of the Council l>e adjourned was then 
put and agreed to.

Prorogation.

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have it in commatul from Hi» Excellency the 
Governor to announce that the Council ntands prorogued.

R. O. FNM~192940-9742A~l,m
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kura, 32.

Appointed Chairman of the District 
Board, Bankura, 229, 232.

District Board of Bankura, 160, 161, 
162.

District Judge, Bankura, 165. 
Legislative Council election. Allega­

tion of canvassing at the- against 
District Judge, Bankura, 30, 31. 

Licence for revolver to an M. L. C, 
of Psbna, refusal of a, 83, 84.

ChattarJI, Babu Amarowdra Nath
Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Kduca* 

tion, 1929, 92, 94.

Chaudhuri, Nawab Bahadur SalyM 
Nawab All, Khan Bahadur, of Ohan- 
barl

Reference to the death of, 14. 

Chowdhury, HaJI Badl Ahmed
Embankments Nos. 3, 5, 18, and 19 

of schedule to Embankment Act,
207.
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Ofubt and associations for tarset praetloe
Number of nan-military ML* shooting, 

81.

M W I, Mr. D. J.
Demand for grant—“ 32,—Medical,” 

grant to the Calcutta Hospital 
Nurses’ Institution, 51. *

Comllta
See u Victoria College.”

Cottle, Mr. 4ehn
Reference to the death of, 14.

Court ef Bosslono
Holding of—at Malda, 240.

Courts
Charge for Government copies in, 145.

See “ Dalai khai.”

Daooa Medical Softool
Realisation of a fee for vivisection from 

the studente of the, 140.

Darjeeling
Accommodation of Muhammadan 

employees in Government quartern A t ,  

84.

Oat, Or. Mehlni Mohan
Barisal Jail, hunger-strike in, 85, 86.
District Excise Officers, 44.
Excise policy, 266.
Licences for excise shops, 162.
Procession with music in public 

thoroughfares of Putuakhali, 38.

Delta, tflbu Akhll Chandra
Gumti embankment, 200, 252.
Gumti flood, 85, #0, 208, 200.

Demands far grants, Supplementary
°  32,—Medical,” grant to the Calcutta 

Hospital Nurses’ Institution, 45.
** 32.—Medical,” grant to tho Jatiya 

Ayurbijnan Parishad, Calcutta, 58.
«• 34.—Agriculture,” appointment of

46 additional auditors of Co-opera­
tive Societies and their peon*, 60. 
41,—Civil Works,” Sarisal Medical 
School, 01.

Diet to prisoners, 155.

District Beerd(s)
Appointed Chairman of tha Bankura

229.
Bankura, 160, 101.
Jalpaiguri, 160.
Loan for rural water-supply asked b?

the—of Hooghly, 36.
Government contribution to the—foi 

certain purposes, 159.

District Exolse M oors, 44.

Dlstrlot Judge, Bankura
165.
Allegation of canvassing at the Legis- 

latne Council election against, 30, 
31.

Dhrtsfon(s)
Amendment to compulsory physica 

training and military drill in all
schools and colleges, lost, 227. 

Appointed Chairman of the District 
Board, Bankura, lost, 284.

Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Educa­
tion, UJ29, motion for inserting some 
more names to the personnel of the 
Select Committee of tbe, carried 
135, 136.

11*11, Bengal (Rural) Primary Ekhnt- 
tton, 1929, motion lor reference to a 
Select Committee as amended, oarried, 
137, 138.

Compulsory physical training and mili­
tary drill in alt schools and colleges, 
earned, 228, 229.

Demand lo r, grant—“ 82.—Medical,” 
grant to the Calcutta Hospital 
Nurne*’ Institution, motion fol 
reduction, lost, 58.

Motion for closure—
Bill, the Bengal (Rural) Primary 

Education, 1929, carried, 130. 
Discussing the situation created by 

the recent mill strikes near Cal­
cutta, carried, 310.

Oolal khal
Canalisation scheme of the—, Dacca, 

251.

Dutt, Baku Bara! Kumar
Hunger-strike in Barisal Jail, TO.
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ElOOtftOft
Allegatkm a# canvassing at—against 

Subdiviaional Officer, Bankura, 82.
Expenditure for conducting the general 

—of member* in 1926 and 1929, 33, 
34.

Eloetkon of Doputy PmMant
Announcement of the, 13.

Elootlvo systom for tho Malda Dlttrlet 
tu rd

Introduction of, 27.

Embankment
Along bil route canal m Faridpur, 207.
Gumti, 209, 252.
Nos. 3, 5, 18 and 19 of schedule to— 

Act, *207.

Eusufji, Maulvi Nut Rahman Khan
Cloning of «nurts for Jurnma prayer,

241, 242.
Special holidays in courts and offices, 

139.
Eioita policy, 266.
Excise shops

Licences for. 102

Faridpur
See “ Mil routo canal

Failullah, Maulvi Muhammad
Election of I Ik* Smlar and Feni local 

boards of Noakhalt district, 26.M.

Flood* Qumtl, 208, 209.

Flood in East Bongal, 261.

Floods In Jalpatfiari, 201.
Qangoh Mill, Howrah, 157.

Qangull, M u  Fratul Chandra
Bengal Jails, Burmese political pri­

soners in, 86 .
Bengali political priKoners, 163.
Compulsory physical training and mili­

tary drill to school boys and college 
studonU. 178.

Diet to prisoner*, 155, 156.
European prisoners, Chinese are con­

sidered an, 146.
Processions with music along public 

thoroughfares, settlement a t ttsrisal 
regarding tho, 77.

Supply of food to Bengali priooMor* 
transferred raitsids, OB.

OlMBfiavl, m» Man*Ma JUMtt •* AMah 
kortm

Atliarabanki river, 200.
Boral river, 210.
Bundh near the new sluice gate under 

construction at Mustafapur m the 
bil i%ute area, 197, 198*

Canalisation scheme of the Dolai khal, 
Dacca, 252.

Dead rivers of Jenson*, 212.
Demand for grant— “ 34.— Agricul­

ture," appointment of 46 additional 
auditors of Co-operative Societies and 
their peons, 60.

Embankment along bit route canal in 
Faridpur, 207.

Embankment Nos. .‘1, 5, 18 mid 19 of 
schedule to Enibanktuent Act, 208.

Eradication of water-hyacintli, 191, 
192, 193. 194, 195, 205 and 206.

Grand Trunk ('anal Project, 255, 256, 
257, 258, 259, 260.

Gumti embankment, 210 and 25:1.
Gumti flood. 209.
Improvement of agriculture, 150,
l*ocation of the Kiitnarkbali Regi*lra» 

tion office in Nadia, 238.
Proposed Water-hyacmth Rill by Mr. 

J. C. Gupta, 205, 206.
Question of unemployment, 144.
River Kalindri in Malda, 196, 197.
Scheme for an agricultural college, 150, 

151.
Scheme for improvement of agriculture, 

143.
Sutitlu river in Rarasat, 211.

government oopfros
(’barge for— m courts, 145.

Oovommont quarters at Darjeeling
Accommodation of Muhammadan 

employes in, 84, 85.

Grand Trunk Canal Project, 265.

M ia , Mr. f .  N.
Expenditure on the Simon Commission 

m d Provincial Committee, 967.
Grand Trunk Canal Protect, m t 209.

o«Mt« aoo, m .
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Olimtl flood, 86, 96, 208, 209.

Aim llotnoss

All-India—sanctioned in Pabna, 264.

Qupta, Mr. Jogmh Chandra

Air survey in Malda, 183, 185.
Bengali and Urdu shorthand reporters, 

154, 166.
Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Educa­

tion, 69.
Cost of survey and settlement, 187.
Eradication of water-hyacinth, 191, 

192, 193, 196, 204 and 206.
Filling up a vacancy in the offioe of the 

Military Secretary to His Excellency 
the Governor of Bengal, 270.

Flood in East Bengal, 262.
Government order prohibiting Govern­

ment officials from buying Liberty 
paper, 203.

Grand Trunk Canal Project, 267, 200.
Judicial from the Executive, separation 

of the, 26, 27.
Motion for adjournment of the business 

jof the Council, 293.
Police constables, 24.
Prisoners with political motives, 256.
Proponed Water-hyacinth Bill by Mr. 

J. ('. Gupta, 205.
Prosecutions for sedition, 248, 249, 250,

261.
Question of unemployment, 144.
Realisation of a fee for vivisection from 

the students of the Dacca Medical 
School, 140, 141, 142.

Rewards to panchayets, presidents and 
members of union boards, 23.

Scheme for an agricultural college, 160, 
151.

Steamer passengers, appointment of a 
Committee to inqniio into the griev­
ances of the—and their fares, 17, 18.

Oiarvwr, Mr. C. W.
Appointed Chairman of the District 

Board, Bankura, 272.

Hafctai, Maulvi AM ul
Jail warders, 168, 164.
Moslem employees vfr jails, 96, 87.
Muhammadan employees in the jail 

establishment, 270.
Non-official visitor* of jails, 161.

Hashamy, Maulvi Syad Jatetuidln
Flood in East Bengal, 261.
Maolana Md. Akraxn Khan’s pilgrim 

age to Mecca, 33.
Mr. Musaffar Ahmed, a convict in thi 

Cawnpore Bolshevik case, 33.
Proposed overbridge line for Khulni 

ghat station, 36, 37.
Provident Fund of teachers in non 

Government Arte Colleges, 40, 41.
Receiving barge a t Sandwip station 

40.
Steamer Batiya, 253.
Victoria College, Comilla, 252.

Holidays
Special—in courts and offices, 189.

Honorary Magistrates
Appointment of—from depress

classes, 42.

Hoogtily
Loan for rural water-supply asked b; 

the District Board of, 36.

Hoqus, Kazl Emdadul
Bengal legislative Department, pa; 

and prospects of the assistants of the
19.

Bengal Legislative Department, selec 
tion grade posts to the Lower Divisioi 
assistants of the, 28.

Bengal Secretariat, number of Lowei 
Division selection grade posts in the 
29, 30, 187, 188 and 189.

Legislative Council offioe, separation o 
—from tliat of the Legislative Depart 
ment, 20.

Howrah Gannas Mill, 157.

Hunfsr-strllia in nartsal JaH, 79.

Hut, Mr. A. K. FaiHal
Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Eduoa 

tion, 1929, 116.
Water-hyacinth peat, 194, 195.

JAMS
Charges incurred for food and clothing 

for prisoners in, 145.
Moslem employees in, 86, 87.
Non-official visitors of, 191,
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Muhammadan employee# in the, 270.
KtiMt, Maulvi T w in

Chandana river, 196.
-coarM.

4tA  M a t
AUefced tale of new machine* in the, 

189.
Jail warders, 163.
Jalpalfttrt

District Board of, 160.
Floods in, 201.

Jenkins, Dr. W. A.
Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Educa­

tion, 1929, reference to a Select Com­
mittee 124.

JMMTf
Dead riven* of, 211.
Decrease in population of, 244.

Judicial from the Executive
Separation of the, 26.

Jumma prayer
Cloning of court* for, 241.

Karim, Maulvi Abdul
Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Educa­

tion, 1929, 89.

Katam, Maulvi Abut
Appointed Chairman of the District 

Board, Bankura, 27H.
Bill, Bengal (Rural t Primary Kduca- 

tion, 1929, circulation for opinion, 
106.

Bill, Calcutta Municipal (Amendment), 
1929, circulation for public opinion, 
168.

Calcutta Fme Art Cottage, Dharam- 
talla, 149.

Complaint about irrelevant answer 
given by Government Membem, 89.

Scheme for an agricultural college, 151.
Khan, Maulana Md. Akram

Pilgrimage to Mecca, 33.
Khan, Maulvi Tamltoddin

Bill, Calcutta Municipal (Amendment), 
1929, circulation for public opinion, 
168.

Bundh near the new sluice gate tinder 
construction at Moatafapor in the bil 
route area, 197, 198.

Eradication of water-hyaeuath, 191.
Improvement of agriculture, 160.
Scheme for improvement of agriculture, 

143.
Typist* and copyists, SI.

Khulna ghat atatlan
Proponed overbridge line for, 96, 87.

Kumarfchall Registration lA n  In Madia
Location of the, 237.

Kush tie subdivision
A puhlic road in, 199.

Laird, Mr. R. 9.
Motion for adjournment of the bnsineea 

of the Council, 290.

Lamb, Mr. T.
potion for adjournment of the business 

of the Council, 301.

Legislative Oounoll alaotlan
Allegation of canvaasmg at the—* 

against District Judge, Bankura, 80, 
31.

Legislative Counoil OfAoe
Separation of—from tliat of the Legit* 

lative Department, 20.

“ Liberty "
Government order prohibiting Govern* 

ment officials froui buying—paper,
202.

Subscribing to—by Government ser­
vants, 29.

Llamoa far revolver ta an M. L. C. i f  
Pabna

Refusal of a, 83.

Leeal l earde
Election of the Radar and Feai—of 

Noakhali district, 263.

Laaal etatutary bodies
Grants to, 41.

Maldan to ttie eautn af tha Nator Munetf 
Ceurt building, 156.

Malaria and Kafta-aiar
Htt 44 Burdwan and Jeesore.”
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laid*
Air survey in, 181.
River Kalindn in, 196.
See “ Assistant Sessions Ju d g e /’
tiee “ Court of Sessions.”

lama Dlttrlot Board
Introduction of elective system for the, 

27.

oAlplfi, tha Hon'bla Mr. M. C.
Amendment to compulsory physical 

training and military drill in all 
schools and colleges, 225.

Bengal Secretariat, number of Lower 
Division selection grade post* in the,
80, 188 and 1H9.

Dill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Educa­
tion, 1929, consideration of. 65.

Bill, Bengal (Kural) Primary Educa­
tion, 1929, reference to a Select (V911- 
mittee, 115, 127, 12H, 129.

Bill, Calcutta University, 1929, 166.
Calcutta Fine Art Cottage, Dharnm- 

talla, 147, 149.
'Construction of Pirojpur Government 

School building, 44.
Demand for grant— “ 41.— Civil

Works ” — Barisal Medical School,
81.

District Excise Officers, 44.
Earnings of the compositors ot the 

Bengal Government Press, 248.
Excise policy, 266.
Filling up of vacancies in the Govern­

ment Presses, 191).
Gangen Mill, Howrah, 157.
Ltovernmeut quarters at Darjeeling, 

accommodation of Muhammadan 
employee* in, 85.

Income from palm-tree*, 196.
Licences for excise shop*, 162, 163.
Maidan to the south of the Nator 

Munsif Court building, 156.
Motion for adjournment of the business 

of the Council, 296, .104.
Principalship of Bethtine College, 43.
Proposed overbridge line for Khulna 

ghat station, 37.
PVovident Fund of teachers in non- 

Government Arts OoDiges, 41.
Receiving barge « t Sandhrip. ctfttidft, 

40.

MeAlpin, tha H orn* Mr, M.
Rules with regard to pension on retire­

ment a t 55 years of age to officers in 
Bengal services, 204.

Steamer Hattya, 253.
Steamer passengers, appointment of a 

Comm 1 toe to inquire into the grie­
vances of the—and their fares, I t ,  
18.

Victoria College, Comilla, 252.

Meoca, Kmilana Md. Akram Khan’t pil- 
grlm^a to, 33.

Medical Cu nclt Bill
AU-lndia, 236.

Madloal School, Barisal, 35.

Members
Attendance of, 13, 79, 139, 181, 236.

Military drill
Compulsory physical training and— to 

school boys and college students, 170.

Military 8aoratary
Filling up a Micaucy in the office of the, 

269.

Mill
Ganges— . Howrah, 157.

Mlttsr, Babu Rlshikealt
Air survey in Malda, 184.
Cost of survey and settlement, 186.

M it tar, tha Hon'bla Sir Provash Ctiunder
Air survey in Malda, 182, 183, 184, 185,

186.
Alipore Central Jail and Press and 

Forms Manager, allegations against 
Superintendent, 82.

Appointed Chairman of the District 
Board, Bankura, 233, 277, 278, 279, 
281, 282, 283.

Assessment of cess revaluation ift 
Nadia, 201, 202.

Barisal Jail, hunger-strike in, 86.
Barisal Medical School, 35.
Bengal Jails, Burmese political pri­

soners in, 86.
Bengal Legislature Department, pay 

and prospects of tbe aaaiatanta of the* 
19, 90.
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—Con$t.
Bengal legislative Department, ••lec­

tion grade posts to the Lower Divi­
sion assistants of the, 2d.

Beugali political prisoners, 163.
Bill, Calcutta Municipal (Amendment), 

1929, circulation for public opinion, 
168.

Bill, Calcutta Municipal (Amendment), 
1929, introduction of, 167.

Bills to amend certain Bengal Acts, 37.
Charges incurred for food and clothing 

for prisoners in jail*, 145, 146.
Cost of survey and settlement, 186,

187.
Decrease in population of Jessore, 244,

245.
Demand for grunt— “ ;12.— Medical,” 

grant to the Calcutta Hospital 
Nurses' Institution, 45, 55, 56, 67, 
5*.

Demand lor grant—“ 32.—Medical,’’ 
grant to the Jatiya Aurhijnan Pari- 
shad, Calcutta, 58.

Diet to prisoners, 15.5, 156.
DiHtrict Hoard of Bankura, 161. 162.
District Board of .Jaipaiguri, 160.
Electron of the Sadar and Fein local 

boards of Noakhuli district, 263.
Klect i\e sWem for the Maida District 

Board, introduction of, 27.
Flood in Hast D en pil, 361, 262.
Floods m Jalpaiguri, 201.
Government contribution to the district 

boards for certain purposes, 159, 160.
Grants to local statutory bodies, 41, 42.
Gumti flood, ,1ft.
Hunger-strike m Bansal Jail, 79, HO.
Jail Press, alleged sale of new machines 

in the, 1U0.
Jail warders, 164, 165.
Kushtia subdivision, a public road m, 

199.
Legislative C-ouncil office, separation of, 

from that of the Legislative Depart­
ment, 21.

Loan for rural water-supply asked by 
Hie District Board of Hooghly, 96.

Malaria and kala<asar in Burdwan and 
Jessore, 1&8.

Moslem employees in jails, 87.
Hoa^oito eurtMMs to the pnseners in

*» m* <»f> 2*

—coiwld.

Muhammadan employees in the Jail 
establishment, 970.

Non-official visitors of jail*, 151.
Political prisoners, 83.
Press Compositors' Conference, All- 

Bengal settlement, 81,
Prisoners with political motives, 254, 

255.
Realisation of a fee for v insertion from 

the students of the Dacca Msdical 
School, 140, 141, 142, 143.

Rules in the Jail Codes of other pro­
vinces, 40.

Rural water-supply in the 24-Parganas, 
34.

Sea Ida h Police Court, 201.
Supply of food to Bengali prisoners 

transferred outside, 3M, 39, 40.
I'nton boards in Mograhat and Falta, 

24-Parganas, establishment of, 25.

Moberly, tha MonWt Mr. A. N.
All-India nun licences sanctioned it* 

Palma, 264.
All-India Medical Council Bill, 236, 

237.
Allegation of canvassing at election 

against Suhdivisional Officer, Ban­
kura, 32.

Appointment of Honorary Magistrate* 
from depressed classes, 42.

Bengal Children (Amendment) Bill, 
1929, 61, 64.

Bengal Criminal 1*mw Amendment Act, 
1925, prisoners under the, K\,

Bengali and Crdu shorthand reporters, 
154, 155.

Charge for Government copies in Courts, 
145.

( ‘losing of Courts for Jnmnia prayer,
242.

Clubs and associations for target prac­
tice, number of non-military rifle 
shooting, 81.

District Judge, Bankura, 165, 166.
Execution of commissions by Calcutta 

Small Causes Court, 262.
Expenditure for conducting the general 

election of members in 1926 and 1929,
34.

Rxpenditttrw on the Brown Conrmntum 
and Provincial Committee, 26?, 268.
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libarly, ttMi Hon*W# Mr. A. Ur-amcld.
Filling tip a vacancy in the office of the 

Military Secretary to Hi* Excellency 
the Governor of Bengal, 209, 270.

Government order prohibiting Govern­
ment officials from buying Liberty 
paper, 202, 208.

Holding of Court of Sessions a t  Malda,
246, 248.

Judicial from the Executive, separation 
of the, 26, 27.

Legislative Council election. Allega­
tion of canvassing a t the—against 
District Judge, Bankura, 31.

Liberty. Subscribing to—by Govern­
ment servants, 29.

Lioenoe for revolver to an M. L. C. of 
Pabna, refusal of a, 84.

Maulana Md. Akraro Khan’s pilgrimage 
to Mecca, 33.

Mr. Muaaffar Ahmed, a convict in the 
Cairn pore Bolshevik case, 33.

Permission for carrying lathies in the 
processions at Pabna, 158.

Police constables, 23, 24.
Police officer of Narail and the Presi­

dent, Chandiborpur Union Board, 
allegations against the, 16.

Posting of an Assistant Sessions Judge 
to Malda, 289, 240, 241.

Processions with music along public 
thoroughfares, settlement at Barisal 
regarding, 28.

Procession with music in public 
thoroughfares of Fatuakhali, 38.

Prosecutions for sedition, 249, 260, 
251.

Recruitment to Bengal Civil Services 
from the depressed classes, 268.

Rewards to panchayets, presidents and 
member* of union boards, 22, 23.

Special holidays in oourta and offices, 
139, 140.

Typist* and copyists of courts, 17, 21, 
25, 26.

Moltra, tabu turentfra Moban
Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Educa­

tion, 1929, ‘94.
Compulsory physical training and mili­

tary drill in all schools and colleges, 
217.

government order prohibiting Govern­
ment officials from buying Liberty 
paper, 202.

Maitra, Babu «urw<ra Msban concld.
Maidan to the south of the Nator 

Munsif Court building, 156.
Posting of an Assistant Session! Judge 

to Malda, 240, 241.
Scheme for agricultural education in the 

Kajshahi district, 160.
Moltra, irtjut Japndra Nath

Boral river, 210.
Eradication of water-hyacinth pest, 

206.
Permission for carrying lathies in the 

processions at Pabna, 157, 158. .
Moofcherjee, Mr. Syamaprosad

Bengali political prisoners, 163.
Compulsory physical training and mili­

tary drill in all schools and colleges, 
213.

Principalship of Bethune College, 42, 
43.

Rules with regard to pension on retire­
ment at 55 years of age to officers in 
Bengal services, 204.

Mosquito curtains to tbs prisoners In the 
)•!!

Supply of, 21.

Moslem employees In )aHs, 86, 87.

Motion
Business of the Council be adjourned, 

carried, 311.

Motion for adjournment
Of the business of the Council, 212, 285.

Mufcarjaa, Srijut Taraknath
Bills to amend certain Bengal Acts, 87.
Execution of commissions by Calcutta 

Small Causes Court, 262.
Expenditure for conducting the general 

election of members in 1926 and 1929,
33, 34.

Expenditure on the Simon Commission 
and Provincial Committee, 266.

Government contribution to the district 
boards for certain purposes, 156, 160.

Loan for rural water-supply asked by 
the District Board of Hooghly, 36.

Mosquito curtains to the prisoners in 
the jail, supply of, 21.

Police constables, 23.
Rewards to panchayets, presidents and 

members of union boards, 22,18.
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NMNl
AtMMMDMit of oeci revaluation in, 901.
Location of the Kumarkhali registra­

tion office ia, 337.

Narall
Allegations againit the police officer of, 

16.

Nasfcar, Babu Mam Chandra
Sealdah Police Coart, 200.

Nator Muntlf Court building
Maiden to the south of the, 156.

Nazlmuddin, Mr. Khwaja
Canalisation scheme of the Dolai khal, 

Dacca, 251.

Oath af alternation, 13.
Obituary rofaranot, 14.

Ormond, Mr. E. C.
Amendment to compulsory physical 

training and military drill in all 
schools and colleges, 224.

Compulsory physical training and mili­
tary drill m all schools and colleges, 
219.

Eradication of water-hyacinth, 192.

Pabna
Permission for carrying lathies in the 

procession** at, 157.
Refusal of a hcenc** for revolver to an 

M. L. C. of, H3.

Pain, Babu Baroda Prasatma
Appointed Chairman of the District 

Board, Bankura, 271.

Pal ehaudhurl, Mr. ftanjlt
Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Educa­

tion, 1929, 104.
Location of the Knmarkhali registra­

tion office in Xadia, 237, 238.

fatan traas
Income from, 196.

Panal af Chairmen, 14.

Pantan, Mr. J ibMm  E. B. H.
Reference to the death of, 14.

PatuakhaJI
Process ion with masic in public

thoroughfares of, 38.

Rule* with regard to, on retirement at 
55 yean of age to officers in Bengal 
service*, 904.

Phystoal training
Set *' Military d rill/’

PlraJfMr Oovammant whaal buttdtna
Construction of, 44.

Pal lea oantlaMat, 23.
Pollea Court, Boaldah, 200.
Pol loo oMtoor of Narall

Allegations against the, 16.

Pollttoal prltonert , 82.
Pollttoal prlaanart, Bongall, 163.
Protidont (The Non*Mo Raja Manmatha 

Nath Roy Chowdhury, of Bantotft.)
Air survey in Malda, 185, 186.
Allotment of tunes for the disposal of 

the demands for grants, 44.
Amendment to compulsory physioal 

training and military drill in all 
schools and colleges, 224.

Appointed Chairmen of the District 
Board, Bankura, 232, 278, 283.

Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Educa* 
tion, 1929, 93, 94 , 95, 100, 105, 100, 
115, 116, 121, 126, 127, 130, 131.

Bill, Calcutta Municipal (Amendment), 
1929, circulation for public opinion,
168, 169.

Bill, Calcutta Municipal (Amendment), 
1929, introduction of, 167.

Bill, Calcutta University, 1929, intro­
duction of, 166.

Cost of survey and settlement, 187.
Eradication of water-hyacinth, 192, 193.
Expenditure on the Simon Commission 

and Provincial Committee, 267.
Flood in East Bengal, 261.
Grand Trunk Canal Project, 257, 258,

259.
Holding of Court of Sessions at Makla,

246.
Motion for adjournment of the business 

of the Council, 212.
Motion for adjournment of the businees 

of the Council, 304, 310.
Prosecutions for sedition, 251,
Public Accounts Committee, names of 

tba elected members to the, 181.
Question of unemployment, 144.
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President concld.
Remedy of members when answers by 

Government members are insufficient,
39.

Supply of food to political prisoners 
transferred outside, 39.

Prtss(as)
Earnings of the compositors of the Ben­

gal Government, 248.
Filling up of vacancies in the Govern­

ment, 198, 199.
Press Compositors' Conference 

All-Bengal settlement, 81.

Prisoners
Diet to, 155.

Prisoners In falls
Charges incurred for food and clothing 

for, 115.
Supply of moiiquito curtains to the, 21. 

Prisoners with political motives, 254.

Prooesslons at Pabna
Permission for carrying lathion in the, 

157.

Prooesslons with musio along publfo 
thoroughfares

Settlement «t Barisal regarding the, 27.

Prorogation, 311.

Proeeoutlon lor sedition, 248.

Provident Pund
Of teacher* in non-Government Art* 

Collegen, 40, 41.

Public Aoeounti Committee
Names of the elected members to the, 

181.

Rahman, Mr. A. P.
Bill, Bengal (Rural} Primary Hduca- 

twn, 1929, 101.

Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. Abdur
Filling up a vacancy in the o f f i c e  o f  the 

Military Secretary to His Excellency 
the Governor of Bengal, 369.

Raifcat, Mr. Pratavma Dob 
District Beard of 4*if*igari» MO.
Floods in 'JaJfttitftri* 901.

Ray, Dr. Kiamutf Sanltar
All-India Medical Council Bill, 286, 287. 
Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Educa­

tion, 1929, reference to a Select Com­
mittee, 115, 116.

Chandana river, 198.
Dacca Medical School, 142, 143. 
Decrease in population of Jessore, 244. 
Medical schools, uniform scale of fees 

for dissection in Government schools, 
142.

MoHquito curtains to the prisoners in
the jails, supply of, 22.

Ray, Srijut Radha Gobinda
Bengal Secretariat, number of I^ower 

Division selection grade posts m the,
188, 181).

Dintrict Judge, Bankura, 166.
Ray Chaudhuri, Babu Sanat Kumar

Appointed Chairman of the District 
Board, Bankura, 234.

C o m p u l s o r y  p h y s i c a l  t r a i n i n g  a n d  m i l i ­

t a r y  d r i l l  t o  m c Ii o o I h o y s  a n d  c o l l e g e  

s t u d e n t s ,  179.
Grant** to local statutory bodies, 41.

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C.
Alipore Central Jail, and Press an<3 

Forms Manager, allegation* against 
Superintendent, 82.

Calcutta Fine Art Cottage, Dim ram 
talla, 147.

Earning* of the compositors of the Ben­
gal Government Press, 248.

Filling up of vacancies in the Govern 
ment presses, 198, 199.

J a i l  P r e s s ,  a l l e g e d  s a l e  o f  n e w  m a c h i n e i  

in  t h e ,  189.
Kuslitm subdivision, a public road in 

199.
l’ww Compositors' Conference, All 

Bengal settlement, 81.

Registration oAoo
Location o f  the Kmnarkhali— in Nadia 

237.

Rifle shooting
Srf ** Clubs and associations for targe 

practice.”

R Ivor (a)
Atharabanki, 200.
Boral, 310.
Chandana, 198.
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Rh*r(a)—cant Id.
D e u M  Jn so n , i l l .
Kalindri in Malda, 196
SuntJu, in Barasat, 211.

Roy, Bate Jogondra Nath
Reference to the death of, 14.

Ray, Babu Manmatha Natl*
Charges incurred for food and clothing 

for prisoners in jails, 145, 146.
Clubs and awiociationH for target prac­

tice, number of non-military rifle 
shooting, 81.

Compulsory physical training and mili­
tary drill in all schools and colleges, 
223.

Demand for grant—“ 33.—Medical ”— 
Grant to the Calcutta Hospital 
Nurses' Institution, 47, 48, 49.

Income from palm trees, 195, 196.
Question of unemployment, 144.
Scheme for giving loans to district 

boards, 160.

Roy, Or. Bldhan Chandra
Dacca Medical School, realisation of a 

fee for rrrmeotion from the students 
of tke, 143.

Demand for grant—“ 32.—Medical ”— 
Grant to the Calcutta Hospital 
Nurses’ Institution, 53, 54 , 55.

Hunger-strike in Barisal Jail, 80.
Motion for adjournment of the business 

of the Council, 212, 285, 308.

Roy, Mr. Bijoy Pratad Singh
Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Educa­

tion, 1929, 97, 106, 109.

Roy, Mr. 0. N.
Assessment of cess revaluation in Nadia, 

201.
Dacca Medical School, 143.
Decrease m population of Jessore, 245.
Grand Trunk Canal Project, 257, 259.
Prosecutions for sedition, 250.
Re-excavation and dredging of the 

Bhairab, 212.
Special holidays in courts and offices,

139.

Ray, Mr. Kiran Sankar
Bengal jails, Burmese political prisoners 

in, 86.

Ray, Mr. K im  Banbar rmipfcf.
Hunger-utrike in Barina) Jail, 80.
Police constables, $4.
Political prisoners, 83.
Prisoners with political motives, 285.
Steamer passengers, appointment of a 

Committee to inquire into the griev­
ances of the—and their fares, 18.

Water-hyacinth peat, 194.
Roy OhoudhuH, Babu Ham Ohandra

Compulsory physical training and mili­
tary drill to school boys and collage 
students, 176.

Ray Chaudhuri, Rat Bahadur Satytndra 
Nath

Atharabanki river, 200.
Barisal Medical School, 35.
Construction of Pirojpur Government 

School building, 44.
Embankment Nos. 3, 5, 18 and 19 of 

schedule to Embankment Act, 90S*
Water^hyaeuitb *>e*t, 196.

Rural watar-tuppty
Loan for—aaaed by tho District Board 

of Hooghly, 36.
Rural watartuppfy m ta-Parsanas, 84. 

Saadatullah, Mauivi Muhammad
Amount allotted to the District Board 

of the 24-Parganas, 160.
Rural water-supply in the 24-Pargana«,

34.
Scheme for an agricultural allege, 150, 

151.
HttntfM river in Barasat, 211.

Samad, Mauivi Abdut
Special holiday* in courts and offices,

140.

Sandwlp station
Beooiving barge at, 40.

Sarkar, Babu Naliniranjan
Air survey in Malda, 184, 186.
Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary E4aea*> 

tion, 1929, reference to a Select Com* 
mittee, 110, 116, 130.

Decrease in population of Jeaaoro, 244.
Government order prohibiting Govern­

ment officials from buying Liberty 
paper, 203.

Grand Trunk Canal Project, 256, 267,
260.
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tarMr, Rai tab* R«*«tl IM m
Appointment of Honorary Magistrates 

from depressed classes, 42.
Recruitment to Bengal Civil Services 

from the depressed classes, 268.

Sealdah Potto# Court, 200.

•edition
Prosecution for, 248.

Sen Gupta, Mr. J. M.
Air survey in Malda, 186.
Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Educa­

tion, 1929, 95.
Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Educa­

tion, 1929, reference to a Select Com­
mittee, 115, 116, 121, 126.

Bill, Calcutta Municipal (Amendment), 
1929, circulation for public opinion,
169.

Expenditure on the Simon Commission 
and Provincial Committee, 268.

Motion for adjournment of the business 
of the Council, 804, 310.

Steamer passengurs, appointment of a 
Committee to inquire into the griev­
ances of the—and their fares, 18.

Supply of food to political prisoners 
transferred outside, 38, 39.

Shorthand reporters
Bengali and Urdu, 154.

Simon Commission and Provinela! Com­
mittee

Expenditure on the, 266.
Slnha, Ra|« Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan, 

of Nashlpur
Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Educa­

tion, 1929, 87.

Stapleten, Mr, H. E.
Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Educa­

tion, 1929, reference to a Select Com­
mittee, 119, 121.

Steamer “ Hatlya,” 253.

StssHer passengers
Appointment of a Committee to inquire 

into the grievances of the—and their 
faros, 17.

Subdtvlelonel Offtoer, Bankura
Allegation of canvassing a t election 

against, 38.

Suhrawartfy, Mr. M. S.
Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Educa­

tion, 1929, 95, 130.
Motion for adjournment of the business 

of the Council, 904.
Sunthi river m Barasat, 211.
Survey and settlement

Cost of, 186.
Target praettoo

Number of non-military rifle shooting 
clubs and associations for, 81.

Tarkatirtha, KavtraJ Blmalananda
Dead rivers of Jessore, 211.
L ib e r ty . Subscribing to—-by Govern­

ment servants, 29.
Malaria and kala-aaar in Burdwan and 

Jessore, 158.
Water-hyacinth pest, 193.

Thompson, Mr. W. H.
Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Educa­

tion, 1929, reference to a Select Com­
mittee, 123.

Travers, Mr. W. L.
Demand for grant—“ 32.—Medical "— 

Grant to the Calcutta Hospital 
Nurses' Institution, 49.

Motion for adjournment of the business 
of the Council, 308.

24-Parganae
Establishment of union boards in Mogra- 

hftt and Falta in, 25.
Rural water-supply in, 34.

Typists and oopylsts of Courts, 16, 21, 25.
Unemployment

Question of, 144.

Union boards
Rewards to panchayets, presidents and 

members of, 22.
In Mograhat and Falta, 24-Parganas, 

establishment of, 25.
Victoria Col1000, Camilla, 262.

Warders, Jail, 163.

WatoHiyaolnth, 191, 192, 193, 194, 196, 
204, 206 and 206.

WateHiyaeintti SHI
Proposed—by Mr. J . C. Gupta, 906.

B. O. Frsst—1929-30-06S4A—1,200.


