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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL.
GOVERNOR OF BENGAL.

His Excelleney the Right Hon'ble Lawneack Joun Loseey DusNvas,
Eurl of Ronaldshay, G.C.1LE.

L
e MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCLL,

The Hon'ble Sir Hesey Winrirn, KON, KCLE, Vice-Premdent,
i charge of the following porttolios (—
1 Appointment.
2 Political,
3. Pohice
4. Faclestastical

i, European Education.

olhe Hon'ble Sut Bhay Crussp Manrsn, ROST, R C1E, LOM,
Maharayndlonrga Bahadur of Burdwan an eliarge of the following
portfolios :—

* 1. Land Revenue.

2. Land Acquisition
3. Forests.

4. Trngation,

HR

Excluded ureas,

'I'.Iu- Hon'ble Moo JJ. H Kinw, C.5 1, CA Lo charge of the following
portfolios:—
1. Rinance.
2. Separate Revenue.
3. Commerce and reserved Indudtrinl subjects,

4. Marine.

The Hon'ble Sir Asp-vr-Ramin, Kt in charge of the following Porte e
f8lios :—
1. Judicial.
2. Jails.
3. Emigration.
4. Immigration
5. Jurisdiction.



i GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL.
MINISTERS.
The Hon'ble Sir SuseNvra Natin Banewsea, Kt.,, in charge of the
following portfolios :— ‘
Local Self-Government and Public Health.
‘The Hon'ble Mr. Provasu Cnusver Mirrer, C.LE., in charge of the
folowing portfolio :—
Education.
The Ifon’ble the Nnwab 8a1vin Naw s Avt Cuarpoveri, Khan Babadur,
C.LE., in churge of the following portfolios :—

Agriculture and Public Work«.



GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL.

PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE BENGAL LLEGISLATIVE
COUNCIL.
PresibpENT.

The Hon'ble Nm\':b Sir Syen Suams-vn-Heo, K.C.LLE.

DrrcTy-PRESIDENT,
Babu Srrexnra N Hay.

Secretary {o the Council—C. Tizxvar, C.LE, 1LCS.
Assistant Secretary to the Couneill ~A. M. Hereninsos.
A . . .
Additiona] Assistant Secretmiy Lo the Council ~K. N. Masvumpar,

Registrar to the Couneil-——J. W McKay.
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ARPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS.

A

Mddy, Babu AmubvsDhone.  (Bengal National Chamber of Comuerce,)

Atzal, Nuwdhzada K. M., Khan Bahadur [ Dacea City (Muhammnialdan). |

Ahwmed, Fehan Babhadur Manlvi Emadoddin, | Ragshalo South (Muha-
wadun), |

Ahmed. Khan Bahadur Manha Watimuddin, | Pabua (Mubammadan). }

Ahmed, Maulvi Azalharuddin, | Bakargan) West (Muhamadan). ]

Abmed, Manlv Rafi Uddin { Jessore South (Muhammaduny. |

Akaved, " Maulvs Yakumuddin, I Dinajpur (Muhummadan). |

Ahened, Mr. M. [ Faridpur South ( Muliwmadan ),

Ahried, Munshy Jafar. | Noakhali (Mulwnmadan). ]

Aley, Mi. 8 Mabboob, [ Calentta South ¢ Mubanmmadany

Ali, Maulvi Syed Hossamn. [ Bakarganj North (Mulammadan). |

Ali, Maulvi SyedgMukeood.  [24-Parganus Muncaipal North (Muham-
madan). ]

Ali, Mr. Syed Erfan. | Nadm ( Muhanmadan).)

Ali, Mr. Sved Naxim [ 24-Parganas Rutad «Mubanmnmduny,

Ali, Munshi Awar [ Chittagome cMubamundan) .|

A Mansh Avub, T Chittugong (Muhammadan) |

Athamuddin,  Maulvi Khavdahar, [ Mymensingh - Wet (Muham-
madand. ]

Azam, Khan Babadur Khwap Mohooned. § Dacen Fast Rusal «Malgon-
maduan). ]

Banerjea, the Hon'ble Sir Surenmdra Nath. | Mimister, 24-Porganas
® Municipal (Non-Muhummadan). ]

Banerjes, Rai Bahadur Abinush Chandra. [ Birbbum  «Non-Muham-
madan).] * .

Barma, Rai Sahib Panchanan., [ Rangpur (.\'m.Mulmmmudun).]

Barton, Mr. H. (Anglo-Indian ) . .-

Basu, Babu Jatindrn Nath. [Caleutta North (Non-Muobammadan).]

Bhattacharji, Babu Iem Chandra.  (Nomingted Non-Oeial--Tabour.
ing Claases.)

Biss, Mr. E. . (Nominated Official.)

Bompas, Mr. ¢ H. (Nomiaated Official.)

Bose, Mr. S. M. [Mymensingh Fast (Non-Muhammadan).]
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Carey, Mr. W. L. (Indian Mining Association.)

Churmakar, Bubu Rasik Chandrs. [Noakbali (Non- Muhammdan) ]
Chaudhuri, Babu Kishori Mohan. [Rajshahi (Non- huhummadan) ]
Chaudhuri, Bubu Tankanuth. | Dinajpur (\un-Muhqnmmd&n) ]
Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hafizar Rahman. [Bogra (Mubam-

madun). |

Chaudbiuri, Maulvi Shabh Mubamwad.  { Mulda cum Jatpaiguri (Muham- -
madan). | . .

Chuudhuri, Rai Harendranath. |24-Parganas Rural North (Non-
Muliammadan). ] .

Chaudhurs, Sir Asutosh.  [Bogra cum Pabna (Non-Muhammadan). ]

(‘huudhuri, the Hon'ble the Nawub'Satyid Nawab Ali, Khan Buahadur.
| Minster, Mymensingh Fast (Muhanmadan). |

Cohen, Mr. D. d. | Culeutta South Centeal (Non-M ulmlnmudun\ ]

Currie, Mr. W, €. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.)

Das, Babu Bhismadev.  (Nominated Non-official—Depressed Clusses.)

Dus, Mr. 8. R [Caleutta North-West (Non-Mubsrimadan). |

Das Gupts, Ray Bahadur Maburan Chandra. | Bukargany North (Not-
Mubammaduny. j

Pe, Babu Fammndralal [ Hooghly cwne Howrah Ruiad (Non-Muham-
ndan). | '

delasle. Mo Jo A0 [ Dacen and Chittagong (Faropean. 1

Dussy R Bubadur Paun Ball { Daeea Cary {Non-Muhammadan). |

Dutt, Mro Ajoy Chunder. | Bankura bast (Non-Mubammudan). |

Dutt, Hai Buhadur Dr. Handhan, [ Caleutta North Central (Now-
Mubanomadan). ]

Dutta, Babu Annadn Chavan, [ Chittagong tNon-Muhammadan). |

Dutta, Babu Indu Bhushau. | Tippera (Non-Mubummadan). )

Duval, Mr. H. P (Nominuated Otficinl )

F

Faroqui, Mr, ke Q. \l | Tippers (Mubammadan). ]
Forrester, Mr. J. Camphell, § Presidency and Burdwan (European). ]
awe-d'rench, Mr. F. ¢, (Nominated OMticial.)

.

c

Ghatak, Rai Bahadur Nilmani.  [Malde (Non-Muhammadan). ]
*Ghose, Mr. . C. [24-Parganas Rural South (Nou-Muhammadan). ]
Uhose, Rai Bahadur Jogendra Chunder. (Calcutta University.)
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Guode, Mr..S. W. (Nominated Official.)
Gupta, Mr. J. N, M.B.E. (Nominated Officinl.)

| ]
Haq, Mauls A. K¢ Fuzl-ul.  [Khulna (Mubammadan). ]
Hag, Shah Syed Emdadul.  [Tippern (Mubammadan). ]
Hindley, Lt.-Col. C. D. M. (Sominated Official.)
Hopkyns, Mr. W. 8. (Nominated Official.)
Huntingford, Mr. G, T. (Nominated Official.)
Huq, Maulvi Fkramul. | Murshidabad (Mubammadan).}
Hussarn, Maulvi Md. Madassur, | Burdwan Division North (Muham.
madan). ]

J

Jumes, Mr. R, 1. L. Langford.  (Indian Jute Mills Azsociation.)
Janah, Babu Sarat Chandru. | Midnapore South (Non-Mubamnindan). }

Karim, Maulvi .'\lul.ul. [ Faridpur North (Mubammadan). ]

Karom, Maulvi Fazlul. | Bakarganj South (Muhsmmmadan). ]

Kerr, the Hon'ble Mr. J. H. (Member, Executive Couneil.)

Kesteven,” Sir Chatles Henis. (Expert Member.)

Khasman, Babu Devi Prowad.  (Nowinated Non-Oflicial,)

Khan, Babu Debendra Lal. [ Midnapore North (Non-Muhammad).}

Khan, Maulvi Hannd-ud-din. | Rungpur Fast (Muohammadan). §

Khan, Maulvi Md. Rafique Uddin. [ Mymensingh Fast (Muham-
madan). ]

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman.  [Caleutta North (Mubnmmadan). ]

Khan Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Md. Frehad Ali. [ Rajshahi
North (Muhammadan). ]

L

lang, Mr. J.  (Nominated Official.)
Larmour, Mr. F. A, (Calcutta Trades Association.)
Law, Raju Reshee Case.  (Bengal National Chumber of (,‘nmml-ru-.).

’ .
Mnharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, the Hon'ble. (Member, Execu.
tive Council.)
Makramali, Munshi. |Noakhali (Mahammadan).}
Mallik, Babu Surendra Nath. [Calcutts South (Non-Mubsmmadan).]
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Mitru, Rai Babodur Mahendra Chandra. [Hooghly Municipsl (Non-
Muhainmadan).}

Mitter, the Hon’ble Mr. Provash Chunder. (Minister, Presidency
q.andholders.)

Moitra, Dr. Jatindra Nath. [Faridpur North (\onﬂ{uhammadan) ]

Morgan, Mr. G.  (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.)

Mukharji, Babu Satish Chandra. [Hooghly cum Howrah Rural (Non-

Muhammadan).]

Mukherjee, Bubu Nitya Dhon. [Hooghly Municipalities (Non-Muham-"*
madan). ] LI

Mukherji, Professor 8. C. Nominated Non-Official*-The Indian
Christian Community.) «

Mukhopadhya, Babu Surat Chandra. {Midnapore South (Non-Muham-
madan).]

Mullick, Babu Nirade Behary. {Bakargan) South (Non-Muham-
madan).]

Nukey, Mirza Muhammad Ali.  [24-Parganas Municipal South (Muham.
madam . ]

Nasker, Bubu Hem Chandra. | 24-Parganas Rural Gentral (Non-Mubane-
madun). )

4

Pahlowan, Maulvi Md. Abdul Jubdwr. [ Mymensingh West (Muham-
madan). ]

Pal, Rai Bahadur Radba  Charan.  {Caleutta  Fast  (Non-Muham-
madan).]

Puddar, Babu Keshoram. (Bengal Marwari Aasociation.)

Pugh, Colonel A. J. [ Presidency and Burdwan (European).]

Rae, Mr. W. R, [Presidency and Burdwan (Furopean).]

Raheem, Mry Abdur. (Nominated Non-Official.)

Rahim, th# Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur. (Member, Executive Council.)

Ryjkat, Mr. Prasanta Deb. [Jalpaiguri (Non-Muhammadan).]

Ruuf, Maulvi Shah Abdur. [Rangpur Weat (Mubammadan)9

Ray, Babu Bhabendra Chandra. [Jessore North (Non-Muhammadan). ]

Ray, Bab® Surendra Nath. [Deputy-President, 24-Parganas Munici-
pal South (Non-Muhammadan).)

Ray, Kumar 8hib Shekhareswar. (Rajshahi Landholders.)

Ray, Rai Bahadur Upendra 1al. (Chittagong Landholders.)

Ray Chaudhuri, Babu Brojerdra Kishor. (Doocamhndhddm)
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Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. Krishna Chandra. (Nominated Non-Official—
Labouring Classes.)

Ray Choudhury, Raja Manmatiba Nath. [Mymensingh West (Non-
Muhammadan). ]

Roy, Babu Jogen\ia Krishna. {Faridpur South (Non-Muhammadan).}

Roy, BabueJogendra Nath. [Dacca Rural (Non-Muhammadan).]

Roy, Babu Nalini Nath. [Jessore South (Non-Muhammadan).]

Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kshaunish Chandra. [Nadia (Non-Muham-
madan).]

Roy, Mr. Bijoy Plod\d Singh. [Burdwan (Non-Muhammadan).]

Roy, Mr. Tarit Bhusan. (Bengal Mahajan Sabha.)

Roy, Rai Bahadur Lalit Moban Singh. (Burdwan landholders.)

Roy, Raja Maniloll Singh. [Burdwan (Non-Muhammadan).)

Roy Chaudhuri, Babu Sailaja Nath. [Khulna (Non-Muhammadan).]

Salam, Khan Bahadur Abdus. [Jessore North (Mubammadan).]

Sarkar, Babu Jogesh Chandm. [Rangpur (Non-Muhammadan).)

Sarkar, Babu Rishindra Nath. | Bunkura West (Non-Muhammadan).)

Sinha, Babu Surendra Narayan. [Murshidabad (Non-Mubammadan).)

. Skinner, Mr. lI. B. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.)

Spry, Mr. II. K. (Nominated Official.)

Stark, Mr. H. A. (Anglo-Indian.)

Stephenson, Mr. H. L. (Nominated Otheial.)

Subrawardy, Dr. A, [ Dacca West Rural (Mulammadan).]

Suhrawardy, Dr. Husan.,  [Hooghly cum Howrah Municipal (Muham-
madan).

Subruwardy, Mr. Huseyn Shaheed.  [Burdwan  Division  South
(Muhammadan).]

§wan, Mr. J. A. L. (Nominated Official.)

T
Travers, Mr. W. L. [Rajshahi (Kuropean).]
w
Walsh, Mr, C. P. (Nominated Official.)

Wheeler, the Hon'ble Sir Henry. (Member, ERecutivé Council.),
Wordaworth, Mr. W. 0. (Nominated Official.)
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legisiative Council assembied under the
° provisions of the Cevernment of Indie Act.

Tue Council assembled at 3 r.w. on Monday, the 20th February,
1922, in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta.

Present:

« The Deputy-President in the Chair, the Hon’ble the four Members of
the Executive Council, the Hon'ble the three Ministers, and 89 nomjnated '
and elected members.

Death of Surgeon-Csneral W. H. B. Robinsen,

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Babu Surendra Nath Ray): We have
all heard, with great sorrow, of the death of Suggeon-General William
Henry Banner Robinson, which melancholy event took place in’ the
evening of the 7th instant, at the comparatively early age of H8. It wan
only on the morning of the 4th, that we heard for the first time from His
Excellency Lord Ronaldshay, when opening the School of Tropical Medi-
cige, that Major General Robinson was ill. Of all the noble sons who
have come out from Ireland to serve in this uy\qn'tf)', the name of SBurgeon-
(eneral Robinson will remain one of the fsrentost. . He came out to this
country in the Indian Medical Seryice in 1888, and had seen rervice and
active service in Burma, the Chin Hills, Chitral and Waziristan and,
last bygy not least, in Egypt. where he held the important post of Deputy-
Director of the Indian Medical Service in charge of the I:ldian Expedi-
tionary Force from 1914 to 1917. Before being appointed tagBengal, he
was Residency Burgeon at Alwar, Bikanir, Jaipurp Marwar and Mount
Abu and Chief Medical Officer at Rajputana and Inspector-General®of'
Civil Hospitals in the Central Provinces. In Bengal, he came to serve
in the highest medical appointment of the Province, that of Surgeon-
General, in the year 1918, and from that time he waa associated with us
in the Bengal Legislative Council, except for a period of about six
months in 1921, when he was appointefis acting Director-General of
the Indian Medical Service during the abssnce of General Edwards.
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He had the rare distinctlon of being Honorary Surgeon to His Majesty
the King-Emperor. He took an active part in bringing the School of
Tropical Medicine into being. Such ia the brilliant career of the man
whowe death we are now mourning. Myself and a few of us of the old
(‘ouncil were associated with him in the old and tW, new Councils for
neurly three years and we are sll proud of {he fact that we were his
colleagues. His tall, graceful figure, his clear eyes and his intellectual
forehead revealed a noble disposition and a refined understanding. ~He ..
stands almost unique for his qualities of head agd hegart. He was one
who had no enemy.  An uhle administrator, with great powsrs of organi-
sation, he wan loved alike by his colleagues and by those who had the
good fortune of serving under him. He waa essentially a man of work,
always inspired by high and honourable motives, with a supreme sense
of duty and with unfailing kindness. After thirty.six years of honour-
uble service, spent mostly in this country, he was looking forward to a
well-eurned rest with his family when the hand of death’suddenly
suutched him away, far from those who are dearest to him, and leaving
ux, his friends, also to mourn his loss.

1 usk the members of Wrin Council to signify, by rising in their places,
their approval to a message of the deep sympathy of this House being
conveyed to the family of the decensed. .

The Council then signified their respect for lhe memory of the late
S’urgmn -General William Henry Banner Robinson, all standing.

Starred Questions
(to which oral answers were given).

Inoreass in recurring expenditure.

*XVI. Mr. TARIT BHUSAN ROY: Will the Hon'ble the Member in
charge of the Department of Finance he pleased to state the total amount
of recurring expenditure which hax been caused by reason of the increase
in monthly salaries and allowances after the Reform scheme, in the
following services:—

(9) Judicial,

(i) Executive,

(11) Polise, and

(in) Mhisterinl officers?

“MEMBER in gharge of DEPARTMENT of FINANGE (the Men’bie
Mr, J. M, Korr)t The approximate figures are—
1.—~Judicial— Ra.
(5) Oversea pay to members of the Indian Civil Bervice
sanctioned in Government of India, Home
Department resolution No. 286, dated the 13th
February, 1920 . 4,450
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1.-—Judicial-—concluded.

() Exchange compensation nllowtnee to members of
the Indian Civil Service sanctioned in Govern-
ment of India, Finance Departinent resolution
No. 1859F.A., dated the I6th August, 1921

(iii) Ihcrease of pay of bolders of listed appointinents
sanctioned in Government of India, Home

) Department resolution No. 10563, dated the 5th

May, 9%y
Total Judicial

I1.—Executive—

(i) Revision of pay of Sub-Deputy Collectors ranctioned

in this Government resolution No. 0328 A.,
* ated the 12th July, 1921

(i) Oversea pay to members of the Indian Civil Sen ice
sanctioned in (fovernment of India, Home
Department resolution No. 286,-dated the 13th
February, 1920

(ii1) Excbangp compensation allowance to members of
the Irﬁmn Civil Service sanctioned in Govern-
ment of India, Finance Department resolution

No. 1669E.A., dated the 16th August, 1921

(¢v) Increase of pay of bholders of listed appointmeats .

sanctioned in (Government of India, -“Home
Department resolution No. 1063, dated the 5th
May, 1921 .

Total Executive Officers

I11.—~Palice-—
(/) Revision of the pay of the higher subordinate
executive staff, Calcutta Police, sanctioned in
Government order-No. 1GR2P]., dated the 10th
June, 1921 .
(1)) Revision of .pay of Deputy Superintendents ol
Police sanctioned in Government of India, Horle
Department letter No. 106, dated tl:e st

- January, 1920
(i) Revision of pay of Tnspectors of the Ben;nl Polu-o
sanctioned in (Government arder No. 1608P1®
dated the 26th May, 1921 .
{iv) Revision of pay of the police establishment in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts sanctioned in Govern-
ment order No. 2456T.—R., dated the I7th
Octolihr, 1921

P

40,000

85,000

1,29.460

4,00,000
8,600
90,000

85,000

5,83,600

1,11,000

o Wy

70,000

2,82,788

56,000



o . QUESTIONS. [20rs’ Fra.

H1.—Police—concluded. Ba.

(v) Further revision of-pay of Imperial Police officers
tioned in Government of India, Home *
irtment resolution No. 1)-449, dmd the 26th

July, 1921 ., 24,000
(vi) Oversea pay to Imperial Polige s admmﬂﬂt'
in "terms of Qovernment &Y, India,- Home

Department resolution No. 288, dated the 13th

February, 1920, and Government ¢f India,

Finance Department resolution No. 1559E.A.,

dated the 1fith August, 1921 . 3l 000
" (v#) Exchangg compensation allowagce to members of

the Tmperial Police service sanctioned in Govern-

ment of India, Fintnoe Depariment, regolution s

No. 1659E.A., dated the 16th Augdadtp§921 .. 10,000

Total Police ... n,83,788

The local (fovernment’s proposals regarding the majority of minis-
terial officers are now under the consideration of the Government of
India. Thene propossls involve an estimated igerease in recurring
expenditure of ahout Rs. 31 lakhs.

Except in the case of the ministerial officers, the increases are due to
schemen of reorganisation sanctioned or submitted before the introduction
of the reformed- constitution.

Non-co-operation and civil disobedience,

*XVil. Ral LALIT MOHAN SINCH ROY Bahadur: Will the
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased

to lay on the table n statement showing— .
(1) the areas and the names of districts which have been scriously
o affected by the preaching of non-co-operation;

(i) the areas and the names of the districta where people have
either refused to pay the chpukidari tax or union rates or
have been preparing themselves for civil disobedience”

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble
‘Sir Menry Wheelsr)t (i) The preaching of non-co-operation has had
< vomviderable effect throughout the province, the districts most aenoully
aflected o far being Rangpur, Chittagong, Noakhali, Dacca, Farldpnr,
Bakarganj, Howrah, Pabna and Birbhum.

(31) DifSculty has been oxpmenood in realising union rates in Midna-
pore, Hooghly and Birbhum, and in realising chaukidari tax in parta of
Rangpur, Rajshahi, Noakhali, Tippera, Mymensingh, Midnapore and
Birbhum. This must be attributed very largely to the constant preach-
ing of non-co-operation and to preparation for civil disobedience.

<

?
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Directions to polive in dealing with prehibited mestings.

*XVill. Rai RADHA OMARAN PAL Bahadur: (o) Will the
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Political Depnrﬁmu‘be pleased to
state wbether specifc imstructions as to how to deal with meetings held
in defiandh of thp recent Government notifications, have been ixaued

under the nuthgnty of (Gé¥mment to the police in Calcutta and elwe-
where ?

(b) If so, will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to lay on
the table a copy of it foxt of such instructions or orders

(e) Is thé Hon’ble the Member aware of the fact that a regular state
of panic hastbeen created 8 Jarge section of the Indian community
in Calcutta by the (-mwd Lumpﬂm police mergennts fn dispers-
ing public mwtmga lic resort in Caleatia and the
reported  person pofience nf eve-wntmweu and othem alleging
the commigsion of Wolence by the police, particularly by the Kuropean
section  thereof, not only on persons  attending those  meetings but
alko on innocent on-lookers and passers-by ¥
o () H w0, what steps, if any, ure the Government contomplating
taking to put an end to this state of things?

(¢) Will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to state whether the
djrections of the Gevernment, if any have lLeen issued to the police
at all, are to disperse prohibited public meetings by force or to arrest all
persons who refuse to retire irrespective of the number?

The Hon'ble Sir HEMRY WHEELER: (o) and (h) No specific
instructions have been issued by Government, since the powers of the
police arc sufliciently provided for by law.

(¢) There have been many allegntions, chiefl, in the extremist preas,
pn the lines of this question, hut Government i:ave no reason to beliave
that the law-abiding section of the people have been thrown into a panic
byethe exercise of these powers by the police in dispersing unlawful
assemblies.

(d) The question does not arise.

(¢) The police have definite powers under the law to deal with unllw-
ful axsemblies. and the discretion mn using these must test with the
»feéMyin charge. .

Unstarred Questions
(answers o whioch were laid on the table).
Tea-gardens and forest lande. °

133. Moulvi AIAHARUDDIN AHMED) (a) Will the Non'ble the
Member in charge of the Depariment of Revenue (Land Hevenue) be
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing—

(5) the total ares of tea-gardens held under lease from the Gonm-
ment within the Presidency of Bengal; )
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(i) the areas held respectively under permanent settlement and
temporary settlement ;
(iii) the rates of rent and other incidence in respect of each of the
tw# classes of the lease;
(iv) the average net product of tea per acre he. d under lease from
(overnment ; !
(v) the highest rate of rent payable by the agriculturist in respect
of paddy lands in khas mahal areas; and :
(#i) the net yeurly outturn of such paddy, land as mentioned
abhove P
(b)) Will the Hon'ble the Member be pleascd to ntate the total area
of land under the Forest Department in the district of Khulna, and the
annual income thereof ¥

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND
REVENUE| (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of !um:n)z
(@) (1) to (v1) A statement is luid on the table,

(b) One thousand seven hundred and three gquure miles, the income
for the lnat full year being Re. 6,66,372. ‘

Statement refarved to in the reply (o unatarred question No. I, showing
area, nrerage 4pield po;- acre, ele, of lands h&ld under lorse from
(overnment for tea cultivation in the Presidency of Bengal,

Datpelng. Jalpmiguri, Chittagong.
(a) (8) ... 142,052 acies. 261,935 acrea. 25,690 acres.

(in) .. TUBT2 nores wre freehold Area  uunder permancnt 24,518 acrea aro
grantn nnder permansitio,. rettlement—nil. fee-sample lots
lease aud 67,280 acres  Area  under umPnrnr) and perman-
wre Under temporary set. settloment ia 201,935 cutly  settled
tlement. ACTER, estuten,  and

1,172 acres are
held ugder
temporary set-
tlements.

() ... Norevennew paid for the  Lands urder tea are ass-  The rate of rov.
area of laud held an froe- ensed at the rate of enue  aseoased
hold grant, hut thorate”  Ra. 2 or Re. 2-4 per acre  on permanent-
of rent for arean nuder in different parganae. Iy sept'~d.-s
temporary  settiement .ands in tea grants not tates”  varies

vary from annas 6 to under tes are ssacesed at from Re. 1
Re. 1-4 per acre per pargsna rates, vix., Basti to He. 1-B per
snaum. ~~Ra. 2to Rs 3 ; Daboli acre, snd that
—Ro. 1-4 1o Re. 2-4;  of temporary
Danga 1—As. 12t0 Re.  setthements is
1.8 ; Dangs 11—as. 4 Be. 1-4 por
to As 10; Culturable acre.
waste—As 210 As. 4.
The minimutn sverage rata
for a whole grant ie
Re. | per acre.

) (bv) ... 26708 lbe per acre. 203 lue. per scre 4.0 ibe, per sere
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Darjeslisg. - Jalpaigan. Onivagong.

(#) ... Re. 1-¢ per acre in the Bs. 2.4 per acre inthree Ra. 3 per acre for
West Tacotsand Kalim-  parganssand Re. 2 per  first [
pong kkas mahals and scre in others. paddy land.
Re. 2@ per acre in the
Siligu subdivision.

.

(vi)e ... 151037 maundsperscrein 20 mauoda per acre. 20 maunds per
Ealimpong, ¢4 maunds acrv.
peracrs 1n Went Tecota
and 10 to 28 maunds per
acre iu"thé Siliguri sub-

® divirion.

*
KOTE —Thewe figures give the sstinmied oulture. and are spprozimale only

Water-hyacinth in Bikrampur.

134. Khan Bahadur KHWAJA MOHAMED AZAM: (a) Will the
Hon'ble the Miniater in charge of the Department of Local Self-Govern-
ment be pleased to state what atepa have been taken by the Department
*of Public Health to remove water-hyacinth (kachuri plant) from
Bikrampur?

() In the Hnn'kle the Minister awaro g Bikrampur, which wan
#0 long known to be very healthy, has become . metRrious owing to the
blockade by water-hyacinth of its waterways during the rainy season?

MINISTER in Sharge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF.
COVERNMENT (the Mon'ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): (a) There
seems to he some migapprehension as t » functions of the Department
of Public Health. Tts fanctions ar¥ nly advisory and not executive.
Its business is to investignte the incidence and causes of dinease and to
propose measurex for improving the public health. It is the work of
logal bodies, a» a general rule, to carry out these measures. The
eradication of water-hyacinth is the work of local bodies, guided and
assisted by Government experta,

(b) Government are aware that Bikrampur has become more unhealthy
than was formerly the case, but without a detailed inveatigation, it
imn ible for the causes of this deterioration to he accurately stated.
There 1s nothing to prevent the district board undertaking an inquiry
into this matter, in which case the Department of Public Health will
render all poasible assistance. ‘ )

Unpasesd compeunders practising medicine.

135. Babu HEM OHANDRA BHATTACHARSI: &) In the
Hon'ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Govern-
ment aware that both passe] and unpassed compounders practise the
profeasion of medicine and surgery without let or hindrance throughout
Bengal? .

2a
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'(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps
in the matter?
(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of—
(i) securing through the Civil Assistant and (’Sub-Asslstam Sur-
geons, a census of such practitioners; .
(i) calling upon local boards, municipalities or unions to seek the

co-operation of local qualified practitioners (official as well as

non-official) to take up the duty of temhmg these com-
pounder-practitioners and others whd may offer themselves
for the purpose, an elementary course of medlune—both
Junior and senior subjects; and

(1#11) calling upon such truined men to appear before the State
Medical Faculty for a diploma to be instituted for the

purposeP
3

The Hon'bie 8ir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The reply
is in the aflirmative; they cannot obtain registration; but there 1is
nothing to prevent their practising. .

(6) No action is possible without legislation.

(¢) (i) No.

(it) The Medical Acts give (Government no jurisdiction in this
matter.

(141) Persons so trained would not be qualified to appear at the
examinations of the State Faculty of Medicine.

L4

Recruitment from depressed ciasses to Covernment service.

138. Babu BHISHMADEYV DAS: () Will ihe Hon'ble the Member
in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state how msny
graduates and undergraduates of the depressed clnsses applied in 1920
for appointment in the Bengal Civil Service, Subordinate Civil Service,
Registration Department and Police Department and how many of them
have been appointed P

(b) Will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to atate whether Quvern-
ment contemplate making suitable prov ision for adequate representation
of the depréased rhaaea in the various departments of Government
Jhepvice P

(¢} Ia the Hot’ble the Member aware that the Namasudras and other
depresaed c.lnma have not joined the non-co-operation movement?

MEMBER in ocharge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the
Hen'ble Sir Henry Whesler)! (a) Government has information only as re-
gards direct applications made to it. Subject to that limitation, the
figures are as given in the attached statement.
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{b) The member is referrad to the answer given to unatarred question
No. b3 at the Council meeting of the 14th March, 1921.

(¢) So far as Government’s information goes, this statement is
generally correct.

Statemen! referved to in the reply to clause (@) of unstarred question No. 4,
showing the number of graduates and undergraduates delonging to
depressed classes wiio applied direct to the local Government in 1920
SJor appoigtments in the Bengal Civil Service, Subardinate ivil
&ervice,, Police Und  hLegistration Departiments, and the number
appointed 10 these rervices.

1920.
’ l
Number of grmdn- Number of . .
T climms ) premed claems 10 19N 1950,
L b
Bgngal Civil Service .. ‘ 10 e !
' -
Subordinate Service - 20 : ’ 2
Bengal Police Service ... -
Sub-Reygintears 1 l 1 ' 1
Bengal Judicial Seevice .. ) 1
i

Circle officers at the Tippera sadar subdivision,

137, SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon'ble the
Minister in charge of the Department of TLocal Self-Government be
pleased to state the names of the four circle officers of the sadar sub-
di®t5™ of Tippera ns stuted in the statement appended to unstarred
question No. 2 for the meeting of the 21st November last P

(b) Is it not a fact that the Tippera sadar subdivision is dlvided into
two parts, northern and southern, which are under® two subdivisiongl,.,
officers .

(¢} If so, how many Mubammadan and non~luhammn‘hn circle
officers are there in each of those two parts?

(d) If there are no Muhammadan circle officers in the southern sub-
division, are the Government considering the desimability of taking
steps to provide room for them?
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The Hen'ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Maulvi
Rakibuddin Ahamed, Ershad Ali, Siddique Ahamed and Amir Ali worked
as circle officer in the sadar subdivision since the introduction of the
panchayeti system in the district.

(b) Yes.

(c) For the northern sadar subdivision there are two ‘tircle officers
and both of them are Muhammadana. In the southern subdivision there
are three circle officers—all Hindus.

(d) The answer is in the negative.

Surveillance of suspects.

138, Maulvi FAZLUL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member
in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state what orders are
issued to the police for watching suspects under section 109 of the
Criminal Procedure Code

(b) Are the police authorised to disturb other people at dead of
night, when inquiring whether the suspects are at home or not?

(¢) Are the (iovernment considering the desirability of reviewing
their orders in order to abolish the present proc edure of watching sus-
pects or to terminate the watch at 10 p.u.? .

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble
Sir Heney Whesler): (a) aund (b) The duties of the police in regard to
surveillance are laid down in rule 226 of Volume V of the Police Regula-
tions, Bengal, a copy of which may be consulted in the Council library,

(¢) It is not proposed to modify the existing orders.

Settioment of ** char ** lands in the Noakhali district,

138. Munshi MAKRAMALI: (a) Will the Hon'ble the Member in
charge of the Depariment of Revenue (L.and Revenue) be pleased to state
whether it is a fact that it was the practice in the district of Noakhali to
lot out char lands, belonging to the Government khas mahal, to culti-
vators without any salams ¥ ot

(b) How long has this practice continued?

(e} Whet were the reasons which led Government to establish this

eperctice in the first instance?

{d) Is it a faét that for some time past the above practice has been
discontinued in that district and that a regular salami is being demanded
and realised by the khas mahal authorities?

(¢) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state under what
head of revenue the landlords’ fees realised on transfer of khas mahail
lands by tenanta are entered and on what heads is the said revenue spent?

-
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{f) Are the Government considering the desirability of issuing
instructions to the khas mahal authorities to let out the char lands to
cultivators without any salami as before?

The Hon'bie | the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR o
BURDWAN; (a) Yes.

(b) The practice has continued for a long time.

(c) Settlements used to be made without any salams in order to
induce the tenants tg geclaim the char lands and jungle.

(d) Yes, it accordance with the rules recently framed by Government
and embodied in Chapter ¥II1-A of the Government Estates Manual,
1919.

(e) The landlords’ fees realined on transfer of khas mahal lands sre
entered in the (teneral Budget on the receipt side as land revenue, being
credited ag miscellaneous land revenue, and not earmarked for expendi-

ure on any specific head.

(/) No. Government sees no reason why it should deprive itself of
« source of income utilised by all private proprietors.

Cortain offioers of the Polioe Department.

140. Babu SATISH CHANDRA MUKHARMI: (a) Will the Hon’ble
the Member in charge of the Appuintment Department be pleased to
state the number and pay of the Deputy Inspectors-Ueneral of Police
in Bengal?

(b) When were these posts created and what are the duties attached
to these posts?

(c) What s the total actual cost of the pay of these officers and their
establishment in the whole of llengal?

(d) What was the actual swm drawn by these officers as travelling
allowance in 1920,21°

(¢) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the number
W;: Deputy Superintendents of Police in BengalP

(42) en were these posts created and what are the duties attached
to these posts? ' °

(g) What is the total cost of their pay and eatablishment in the whole
of Bengal? -

(A) What was the actual truvelling allowance drawn by these officers
in 1920-21°? . b

(5) Will the Government be pleased to state the number and pay of
inspectors of police in Bengal?

(7) What is the total cost of their pay in the whole of Bengal?
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(k) What was the actual travelling allowance drawn by these officers
in 1920-21°
(1) What are the duties assigned to these officers?

The Howbie Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) and {b) Deputy Inspeo
tors-(ieneral of Police have been appointed in Bengal contiuously since
18656. As regurds the number and duties of Deputy Inspectors-General
of Police, attention is invited to the answer given to unstarred question
- No. 90 asked by Babu Surendra Narayan Sinha at the meeting of the
29th August lust. The pay of Deputy Inupector?a-(}enerll, of Police is
Rs. 1,760—100—2,150 per mensem,

(c) Rupees 2,100,100,

(d) Rupees 1:,281.

(¢) There a1+ 28 permanent and 2 temporary Deputy Superintendents
of Polive. The pay of Deputy Superintendents is given in the attached
statement. ‘

(/) and () The posts of Doputy Superintendents of DPolice were
created in 1906.  As regards the duties of hoth Deputy Superintendents
and inspectors of police, altention is invited to the answer given to un-
starred question No. 36 asked by Maulvi Fazlul Karim on the 14th March
last.

() Rupees 1,753,216,

(k) Rupees 51,103,

(3) There ure 290 inspectors of police, including temporary officers.
The pay is Ra. 175—22—300.

(/) Rupees 8,94 664,

(k) Rupees 1,79,450.

Statement referred to in thereply toclause (¢) of unstarred question No. 3
showing the pay of Deputy Superintendents of Police,

Yoar of Bervice. . N-:'.:LM
Rs.
1at (probationers) ... e v 200 ¢
Ind ( ditte ) ... . e 200
8 L ¢ e 280
e dth .. - .. 278
Bh .. W T
[ 11 - w .. 320
. C . e er = ee

340
340



1088') QUESTIONS. 18,

Torr of Burvic:. Beade of pay por

meutem.

Re.

Eficiency bar

11th ... | % - 420
128h .o @ e .. e e o 440
13th ... . 460
14th ... e . 480
15th ... e . - w500
16th . R v b0
17th ... . 520
18uh ...° .. 620
19th .. o 540
20th ... e T T 1]
st ... e e BBO
22ud . oe . s ... b8U
23rd ... .o B8O
24th ... e B8O
25th and over ar . 600
Selection grade for 7 per cent. of the total oadre . 700

[ ]
¢ Sooiety in Evolution,” published by the Calcutta University.

141, Babu HEM CHANDRA NASKER: (s) Will the llvn’'ble the
Minister in chaige of the Department of Education be plensed to state
whether the Cnleutta University published a_work called ** Soviety in
Evolution,’’ by Dr. Ramdas Khao?

(b) Is it u fuct that when the Calcutta University published on the
9th November, 1920, the numes and qualifications of the candidates for
Ueorge V Chair of Philosophy they stated, among other things, the
following : —*‘ Bociety in Evolution, Volume I, published by the
University *'P

(c) 1f the answer is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble the Minister
be pleased to state the date of publication of the said book by the Univer.

i d its author?

(d) Will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the
publisher (the Calcutta University) submitted three copiesgof the said
book to the Government, as required by the Registyation Act?

(e)df the answer to (d) is in the afirmative, arq the Government
considering the desirability of procuring & copy of the said book from
the Registration office and laying it on the tablef .

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the
Nea'bie Mr. P. C. Mitter): (a) and (¢) The University published a work
of this title by Dr. Ramdas Khan in 1920.
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(b) The University have informed Government that the answer is in
the negative; that the information which was placed before the Govern-
ing Bodies of the University was not made public, as will appear from
the Proceedings of the Senate dated the 27th November, 1920. (Copy -
laid on the Library table.)

(d) One copy of the hook was supplied to Government by the printer
under section ¥ (a) of Act XXV of 1867 and was sent to the Bengal
Librarian for registration. When two more copies were asked for under
section (b) of the Act, the printer informed Government that the whole
edition had heen destroyed.

(e} That copy of the book is laid on the Library table.

Dredging of Bhairab river.

142. Babu NALINI NATH ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the
Member in charge of the ])eparlment of Irrigation be plensed‘ to state
whether dredging of the river Bhairab will be continued in the district
of Jessore next year?

(b) If the answer be in the negutive, will the Hon’ble the Member
be pleased to state the reasons?

(¢} 1f the answer be in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the Member
be pleased to state whether any money has been budgetted for this pur-
pose in the next budget?

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRICATION (the
Hon'ble the Mahanlldhin]- Bahadur of Burdwan): (a) This is un-
hkelv

(b) The project is under preparation and it is expected to be ready
in another nine months or so: there will be hardly any time to get the
project sunctioned and the work taken up next year.

(¢) No money has been budgetted for this work next year for reasons
stated in (b).

Dredging of ** bils.”

143, Bahbu NALINI NATH ROY: (a) Will the Hon'bp= v
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state
whether thets will be any druining of bils under the Sanitary and Agri-
cultunl Improvements Act next year?

(b) 1f the anawer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'Lle the
Member be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the names
of the bils, district by district, which it is propoeed to drain?

The Hen'ble the WAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of
BURDWAN? (a) No, unless and until the works in progress have beea
oomplet.ed.
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{d) The: following is a list of the bile the drainage of which is
in progress and the drainage of which it is proposed to take up if funds
and staff are available and if the projects are ready :—

Avool ** bil ”’ gcheme.—Arool and Bookbhara bils (district Jessore).
Jaboona schele.—All the bils in the Jaboona area, the chief of
’ which are the Mogra, Bullee, Kholsea and Bhomra in the
Nadia district and the Khatura Baor in the 24-Parganas district.
Bhairab scheme (the fate of which is uncertain gt present).—
All the hidsein the Bhairab area, the chief of which are the
Matjat Baor and Jaydea Baor in the Jessore district and the
Bellar, Mirgamaree and Matteearee in the Nadia district.

Alleged acoeptance of illegal gratification by police from carters.

144, *Babu NALINI NATH ROY: (a) Is the Hon'ble the Member
in charge of the Police Department aware—

(t) that police officers on duty in the suburbs of Calcutta and in
Calcutta not infrequently demand pice from the cart
drivers; and

(11) that the cyyts coming to Calcutta with dnily baxar supply have
to pay one pice to the police officers on duty at every june-
tion approaching Calcutta, such as the Chitpur, Talla and
Belgatchia bridges?

(b) 1f the unswer to clause (@) in in the affirmative, are Govern-
ment considering the desirability of appointing plain-clothes detectives
to check such practices?

The Hon’bie 8ir HENRY WHEELER: (a) (1), (11) and (b) Allega-
tions of this kind are not infrequently made, and probably they are not
altogether devoid of truth in some instances. If such malpractices are
discovered, those guilty of them will certainly be punished. The diff-
culty is to prove them, and it is doubtful if plain-clothes detectives would
help much.

Public Pressoutor and Xanohrapara strike cases.

.
145. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARIIL (a) Will the
Hon'lde the Meinber in charge of the Judicial Department be pleds¥d
to state the reasons for engaging the Public Prosecutor of the 24-Par-
ganas district for the purpose of conducting the cases brogght sgainst
some of the strikers of the Kanchrapara workshops and the outsiders who
had helped the strikers?
(b) Will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to state the amount
spent by Government up to now for these cases?
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MEMBER in oharge of SUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hen'ble
Sir Abd-ur-Rshim): (a) The Public Prosecutor of the 24-Parganas was
engaged, as the cases were considered important not only in themseives
but also as affecting the peace of an important industrial centre. Accused
were represented by Council throughout and the casls hotly contested

(») Rupees H,107-12,

Buildings for Copalganj muneifl.

148. Babu BHISHMADEY DAS: («) Will the Hon'ble the Member
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state whether any
offer of suitable buildings has been made by the public for the proposed
munsifi at (fopalganj?

(h) I{ 8o, ave the (Jovernment considering the desirability of accept-
ing the offer?

(¢) Will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to state when the
proposed munsifi is likely to be established?

The Hon'ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) Yes.

() Yen. The District Judge has been asked to negotiate with the
parties offering the building und to settle the rent for it in consultation
with the Public Works Department.

(c) As soon ns negotintions are satisfactorily completed and the
buildings are ready for use,

Sattiement Reocords in Civil Courts.

147, Babu BHISHMADEY DAS: () Is the Hon’ble the Member in
charge of the Judicial Departinent aware that copies of settlement
records are not furnished to the public from the originals kept in Civil
Courts?

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of issuing orders
for granting copies from those record books?

The Hon'ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAKIM: (a) and (b) The originals of
settlement records are not kepl in the Civil Court, but in the Collect<f8¥E
record-rooms. 'The Civil Courts are provided with a copy of the records,
but copy of atopy is not evidence.

“ Peshkosh jama.'

148. Balm SARAT CHANDRA JANAM! (a) Referring to my
unstarred question No. 73 of the Ist April, 1921, will the Hon’ble the
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be
pleased to say whether the Government are considering the desirability
of issuing a direct order upon all ita subordinates in the department con-

N
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cerned not fo realise any peshkosh jama from the prayers thereof by the
issue of certificates, if the jamas are tendered to the tahaildars or by
money orders through the post office?

(%) Is the Hongble the Member aware that the letter No. 4050G.E.,
of the Secretarv of the Board of Revenue to the Commissioner of the
Burdwan Dl'vision, dated the Gth of December, 1917, referred to in the
answer to my :aid question No. 73, has not been properly construed by
its subordinates and that cases have occurred in which certificates have
been issued for regligation of the arrears of peshkhash jamas on the
payer’s refusal to compound the same at the rate of 25 vears’ purchase,
even though the tenants were willing to pay the exact amount of the
arrears?

(¢) What steps have the Government taken to put a stop to this
procedure P

The s Hon'ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAMADUR of
BURDWAN : (1) Government do not consider it necessary to issue any
such orders.

(b) No.

(c) The replies above will show that the quesfion does not arise.

Cese of one Ibrahim of Bafta (Bhola), once a oriminal lunatic.

149, Maulvi AZAHARUDDIN AMMED: (s) Will the Hon'ble
the Miniater in charge of the Department of Local Self-Guvernment be
pleased to state why one Ibrahim of Bafta, police-station Bhola, distriet
Bakarganj, now in the Lunatic Asylum of Dacea, haa still been kept in
custody, although he was declared sane since April, 1921, by the Super-
intendent of the Lunatic Asylum of Dacca and acquitted by a Deputy
Magistrate of Barisal in August, 1921°?

° (b) Will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a
copy of each of the following papers relating to the cane ;—
(¢) judgment;
(it) deposition of the Civil Surgeon of Bariaal;
«emnlsit) report of the Superintendent of the Dacca lanatic Asylum;
I2.5) report of the case to Qovernment by the trying Magistrate;
and
(v) orders of the Government on the report?.

Thé Hon’ble 8ir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The tryi‘n-;
Magistrate ordered the accused after acquittal to be kept in a lunatic
asylum under section 471 (2), Criminal Procedure Code. It ¢hen became
competent for the Asylum Visitors to certify under section 474, Criminal
Procedure Code, that the accused may be discharged or under section
475, Criminal Procedure Code, any relative or friend of the socused mighs
have moved for the delivery uf the socused to his care and custody. As s
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matter of fact, the accused was found by the Medical Officer €6 be liable
to periodic access of violence st the time of his adinission into the Asylum,
and his relatives at that time were not willing to take charge of
him. He was subsequently reported to have recov his sanity and
was placed on trial and acquitted, as previously statel. He has been in
the interim under observation of the Visitors and Superintendent of the
Asylum, who have now been asked to report whether he can be shfely
discharged with or without security.
(b) A copy of the papers referred to is laid on the Library table.
-

Elsctoral roll for slection from Bengai to Indisn
Legislative Assembly.

1530, Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble the
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to lay
on the table a statement showing separately, district by district, the
number of Muhammadans and non-Muhammudans in the Presidency of
Bengal, who were cligible to exercise the right of franchise at the lnst
election of members of the Indian Legislative Aszembly?

The Hon'ble 8ir HENRY WHEELER: A statement is laid on the
table. '

Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 18.

Name of Dstrict. Muhammsdans, NonMohammadam.
Burdwan 1,164 5.961
Birbhom 14 3,119
lanknes 323 7.366
Midnapore 4493 6,628
Hooghiy L1 7,144
Howrah 2,065 5,807
24-Pargauas 5,220 17,830
Calcutta B2 6,695
Nadia 1517 6,045
Murshidabad o 1274 4,308
Jessore 2214 44
Khulna . 2,267 4,400
Decol w 1R29 s911
Mymensingh 3,422 6,099
Faridpur  « 1,230 5.808°
Babarganj 7.516 6,020
Chitfgong e 6088 4.8%
Tippera 1,297 3,064
Noakhali e 4,698 ' 2,493
Rajehahi e 1,628 1,452

Dinajpur 111 8014

#



" Name of Distriod,

Jalpaigari
Rangpur

Pabna
Malds

Total

Pay of compounders,

QUESTIONS.

1" A

. 1,818
4,682

729

657

605

59,591
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151. Babu HEM CHANDRA BMHATTACHARII: (4) Will the
Hon'ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-(iovern-
ment be pleased to state whether the (Goverument are considering the

desirability of improving the pay and prospects of compounders?

(b) If'oo, what improved scale of pay are the Government contem-

plating to sanction?

(c) Has the Hon'ble the Minister received any petition from the

compounders?

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of—

(i) placing the®compounders under the Surgeon-General with the
Government :

(it) training them in nursiug, first aid to the injured, aseptic dress-

ing, anwsthetic work and assisting during operations; and
(ss1) furmishing them with suitable quarters?

The Hon'ble 8ir SURENDRA NATH BARERJEA: (a) (iovernment
are advised that, having regard to the provisions of section 48 of the
Bengal Municipal Act, and of section 33 of the l.ocal S8alf-Government
Act, Government have no authority to fix the pay of the compounders
employed in the local fund (municipal and district board) hospitals and
dispensaries. So far as the compounders in State hospitals and dispensa-
ries (classen I and II) are concerned, (Government are considering the
desirability of improving their pay further,
“np;L Government are awaiting proposals from the Surgeon-(ieneral
regarding the improvement of pay of the compounders in State hospitals

and dispensaries.
(¢) Yes.

“wam—

(d)%s) The compounders employed in local fund bospitals and dir-
pensaries are directly under the control of the local authorities concerned
and cannot be placed under the control of the Surgeon-Gendial,
(i5) The member is referred to rules 11 and 13 of the rules for the
compounders’ classes issued under notification No. 1411Medl., dated
the 7th July, 1913, a copy of which is placed on the Library tabls.

There is no proposal befors Government for amending these rules.
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(##) Compounders attached to indoor hospitals are provided with
free quarters or granted house-rent in lieu thereof to enable them to live
in the vicinity of the hospitals. Compounders attached to outdoor
dispensaries are not provided with free quarters or grznted house-rent.

Recruitment to Bengal Pilot Service.
152. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (¢) Will the Hon'ble

the Member in charge of the Marine Department b pleased to state what
definite steps have been taken to give practical effect to the resolution
adopted by this Council on the G6th April, 1921, to amend the rules for
recruitment to the Bengal Pilot Service?

(h) Han there been published any public notice calling for appli-
cations from Indian and Anglo-1ndian candidates?

(¢) If wo, will the Hon'ble the Member he pleased fo place on the table
the text of the advertisement for the information of the members of the
Council?

(d) Will the Hon'ble the Member be pleaned to state also whether any
applications were received in respouse to any such notice?

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble

Mr. J. H. Kere): (a) Revised rules for the appointment of candidates
to the Bengnl Pilot Service were isnued with Marine Department notifi-
cation No. 127 Mue., dated the 22nd August, 1921, which appeared in the
Caleutta (azette of the 24th August, 1921, and was also sent to the
principal newspupers for publieation.

- (h) Yea; a notice wax published in the Caleutta Gazette and the

newspapers.

(e) A copy of the advertisement haa been placed in the Library.

{d) Yen; 16 candidates applied, but none of them possensed tke
qualifications prescribed in the rules.

Recording of spesches deliversd in Bengali in Council.

158, SHANSYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon'hle the MeriBer
in charge of the I.egislative Department be pleased to state—
() Whdt steps, if any, are at present being taken to report
verbatim {ne Bengnli speeches of this Council ; and
1i/) whether Yhe (Government contemplate encouraging Ifengdi—
shorthand writers by announcing prises to those who may be
saocessful in open competitive periodical examinations?

MEMBER in oharge of LECISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (the
Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler): (1) The procedure that has been adopted is

as follows: —
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o allow ‘of an English translation of a précis of a speech delivered
by a member in & vernacular to appear in the official procesdings of the
Couneil, it will be necessary for a member so speaking to hand to the
Secretary to the Council & vertified vernacular précis of his speech within
24 hours of its doliﬁry. On receipt of such a précis the Secretary will
have the san® translated by the (Government translator and the nuusla.
tion will be published in the report of the proceedings, with an explana-

_ tory footnote.

Bengali-speaking members may also, if they so desire, dictate their
speeches, iuux‘edinlefy after delivery in Council, to the senior assistant
of the legislative Department. The speeches will then be incorporated
in the official report with an explanatory note.

(¢s) The answer is in the negative.

Alleged cutrage at Nilphamari.

.
154, Maulvi HAMID-UD-DIN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble the
Member in charge of the Dolitical Department be pleased to state
whether (overnment contemplate holding any inquiry by a committee
consisting of othcials and non-officials, with a non-official majority, into
the alleged outrage at Nilphamari in the district of Raugpur on the 28th
of December, 1921, b (turkha police?
(b) I{ the nnawer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble the
Member be pleased to state—
(i) who gave the order to open fire, and
(1) whether it ix in the contemplation of (Government to give any
compensation to the people who were wounded?

The MHon’ble 8ir HENRY WHEELER: (1) The answer is in the
negative. .

(b) () No actual order to fire war given. The fucts were detailed
in Answer {0 a question of Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur in the Legis-
lative Council on the 24th ultimo.

(i5) No recomnjendstion fo that effect haa »o far been made by the
local officers. Inquiry is being made as to whether there is any case for
action on these lines.

- .

Civil discbedience and interests of zamindars. ¢

185, Babu SURENDRA NARAYAN SINHA: (3) Will the Hon'ble
the MeBber in charge of the Political Deapartment he®pleased to state
whether the Goverument contemplate holding a conference with the
samindars and others in order to devise ways aud means td° deal with
or {o counteract the cult of civil disobedience?

(b) If so, when is such & conference likely to be held?

(«) If the answer is in the negative, will the Hon'ble the Member be
pleased to state what sction, if any, have the Government decided upon
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to take to protect the interests of the gamindars and others who are
likely to suffer most?

The Mon’ble 8ir HENRY WHEELER: (a), (h) and (¢) Government
is in constant touch with all interests likely to be affacted were a general
movement of civil disobedience to be inaugurated, and .they do not
consider that uny formal conference needs to be convened at the moment.
The action to be tuken by GGovernment in the event of auch a movement
clearly depends on its natare and extent,

QUESTIONS. [%ru Fs

Attendance on holidays in the Bengal Sevretarigt.

158, Munehi AYUB ALI: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member in
charge of the Department of Finunce be pleased to state whether it ig
a fact that all departmments of the Bengul Secretariat are kept partially
open during gazetted holidays and whether all assistants are vequired to
attend oflice on those duys by turn?

(b) 1f 8o, ure they allowed any extru remuneration or compensatory
leave for such attendance?

(¢) 1f not, why not?

(d) Are the assistants whose homes are in the interior of the province
exempted from such attendance, especially during the Nurga Puja und
X'mas holidays, to enable them to go home to visit their family and
relutions occasionally P

(e) Are the (overnment aware that a considerable amount of dis-
content prevails amongst the assistunts on this account?

(/) 1 so, what steps are the Government contemplating taking to
allay the discontent P

The Hon'ble Mr. J. H. KERR: (1) The attendance of a few assistants
in office on ganetted holidays is necessary for the disposal of urgent
public buainess. This duty ia taken in turn. -

(b) and () No. Such duty is an ordinary incident of whole-time
sarvice. In the Legislative Department, where the volume of work
varies very much from time to time, compensatory leave is sometimer
allowed when the state of the work permits.

(d) Yes, so far as work permits.

(¢) No.

(f) The quention does not arise.

Porsens deait with under seotien 144 (/) of the Crieemas
- Precedure Code.

187, Rai MARENDRANATH CHAUDMHURI: Will the Hon’ble
the Member in charge of the Palitical Department be pleased to lay on
the table a list shewing the names of persons dealt with under sec-
tion 144 (1) of the Criminal Procedure Code for political work, etating

L
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the apprehended act or acts on their part, for which immediate preven-
tion or speedy remedy was thought desirable in each cane?

The Hoen'ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: Full information is not in
the possession of (Rwernment and it is not considered necessary to
undertake the labour of compiling it. It is nssmined that the expression
 political work ' has reference to such activities us the making of
seditious speeches or the stirring up of violent and inflammatory agita-
tion, etr.

Murder cases in the 24-Parganas distriot and in the
* Basirhat subdivisien,

158. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the lon'ble the
“Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to lay on the
table a statement showing for the last five years sepurately for the
4-Parganas district and the subdivision of Basirhat—-

{¢) the number of murders that were reported ; and
(i1} the number of 1eported murder cases in which the culprits were
detected and punished?

The Hon'ble 8ir HENRY WHEELER: () und (i) A statement is
Imd on the table. *

Statement referred to sn the reply lo unstarred question No. 28,

(5) MURDRR CASEn IN THE INTRICT OF 24-PARGANAY DUBING THE YRAR4

1917 10 1921,
lnn::fnlr-wrrﬂ
el Thieh Tt
punished.
» 24-Parganas district—
1917 3 1
1918 a8 2
1919 - 81 2
1920 ' 47 ]
- 1921 36 3
[

(i) MusDEx CcASKS IN BASIRHAT BURIVISION LURING TUE VEARM
1917 10 1921, ¢

Buir.h!t subdivision -~

1917 14 Nib

198 ] 3‘

1919 10 Nil

1920 e 1} 2°

1921 17 it
© One pendiag 1ried ol the Resstons.
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Caloutta House Allewanoss.

158. Rai Dr HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon'ble the
Member in (hmge of the Department of Finance pleased to state
whether there is any departmental order or circular under which a
special Calcutta House Allowance is allowed to the hlghlv paid officers
(Imperial Branch) stationed in Caleutta ¥

(h) If 8o, will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to pluce a copy
of that order or circular on the table for inforufution of the Council ?

(¢) Will the Hou'ble the Member be also pleased to state whether there
in any contemplation to enhance still more the scale alréady provided
or to bring under its operntion atill more highly paid grade of officers who
are at present debarred from drawing the Calcutta House Allowance?

(d) If a0, ure the Government considering the desirability of placing
before the Council any proposed change of amendment contemplated of
the aforesaid order or circular for discussion and consideration of the
Couneil P

The Hon'ble Mr. J, H. KERR: («) and (/) A copy of the rules of
the Culeutta House Allowance Scheme has been placed on the Library
table. The allowanee is not confined to officers ¢f all-Tndia services.

{(¢) In view of the marked change in conditions since the present
acheme was introduced its revision is under consideration.

(d) If it ix decided to make uny change, the revised proposals wili
be placed before the Council before they are given effect to.

Waiting-room for females at Barisal steamer station.

100. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon'ble the Member
in charge of the Marine Depuartment be pleased to state—
(1) whether it is a fact that there iy no urinal attached to the wait-
ing room for females at the Barisal steamer station; and
(11) whether it ia a fact that passengers from Dacca or other places
have to wait from G to 12 hours in the waiting room in order
to avail themselves of other steamers on different sepvieti,
(b Ape the Government considering the desirubility of inviting the
attention of the steamer company to the defect of the want of a urinal?

The Hen'bia Mr. J. H. KERR: (a) (1) Yes. .

(#1) Through-booked passengers from Thacca and elsewhere, who are
waiting for other stenmers at Barisal, are permitted the use of steamers
with suitable latrines and have no need to visit the waiting-rooms for
malps or females,

(b)Y The matter was brought to the attention of the steamer com.
- pany, who have replied as in (a).



1921.?]' QUESTIONS. 6

Reorvitment of thirteen Assistant Superintendents of Pelics.

181, Babu .SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: Will the Hon'hle the
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state
what effect, if any.‘ms been given to the resolution of the Couneil pansed
in the month of August laxt recommending that no further recruitment
of the remaining thirteen Assistant Superintendenta of Police be made
this year from England?

The Hon'ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: A copy of the resolution,
together with a copy of the debate in the Tegislative (‘ouncil, has been
forwarded tg the (overnment of India for transmission to His Majesty's
Secretary of State for Indin.

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Before we commence the proceedings
of the day, I think it would not be ont of place, in view of certain evenis
which hawe recently taken place, to 1efer to a matter closelv connected
with the dignity of the House. We are all interested in maintaining the
dignity of the Council and should do vur best to sen that nothing ia done
*which might lower it in the estimation of the public or of ourselves.
Tt is needless for me to <av that the hon’hlo members of this Council
should not make personal attacks against anv member or use offen-
wve expressions agidnat any member, be he an official or a non-official
member. T hope  and trust the members of this  Council  will seru-
pulously guard against anv  tendeney to dept from this  sound and
weoll-recognised principle,

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: Mav 1 request yvou to see

that this portion of the procecdings does not apnear in the Presa?

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: [f 1t forma « jmrt of the proceedings
of the meeting, it muat be nade public.

.
Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: Cannot you restrain the
newspaper reporters®
The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: No. that is certianly not ddenirable.

Budget of the Covernment of Bengal.

The Hon'ble Mr. 4. H. KERR: | have the honour tospresent the
Budget estimafes of the Government of Benial jer the year 1922.23.
The cifil estimates are. as usual, accompanied by the fioancial stark.
ment, explaining in detail the varintions ander the different major heards
of the Budget. Tn drawing up this review, we huve endeavoured to meet
the criticisms which were Jevelled at un lnat venr regarding the insuffi-
ciency of the information which we supplied, and I {rust that the
explu-nutory memorandum will furnish members of this Council with
most of the information they will require when we come to deal with

~
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the voting of grants. The general financial situation of-the Govern-
ment of Bengal has been the subject of frequent discussion in this
Council during recent montis. The broad outlines of the situation are
only too familiar to all of us and I need not tuke up the time of the
Council by making a lengthy speech on the subject#his afternoon.

The figures in the Budget now presented do not differ materially
from thoss which 1 gave to the Council when 1 introduced the taxation
Bills last month. The revised estimates for the current year show a .
decline both under receipts and under expenditure. The decrease in
reoeipts is unfortunately over Rs. 76 lakhs, of which Re. 52 Iakhs
ocours under the three main revenue-producing heads, land-reveuue,
excise and stamps. The falling-off in land-revenue is largely due to
the postponement of the collection of settlement charges which fol-
lowed inevitably on the decision to reduce the settlement programme
on account of the financial stringency; and we shall, we hope, make
good this deficienocy next venr. The falling-off in excise ahd stamps
is more scrious. Tt is due to various causes, but mainly, to the de-
presssd state of trade and industry during the vear. It is impossible °
for us to say when a normal state of affairs will be restored in this
respect.

On the expenditure side, the revised estimater show a saving of
Ra. 68 lukhw over the origiual estimates, muinly due to retrenchments
which we were forced to effect in view of the financial situation. For
next year we budget for a alight improvement in the receipta and for
a still further retrenchment in the expenditure and the net result is a
deficit of Rx. 120 lnkhs which we hope to cover, an the Council know,
by the taxation proposals which we introduced lnst month and which
wo hope to pass next month. T do not propose to go into details to-day
in regard to the budget demands of the various departments. The
time for that will come later. 1 am afraid the Council will he to some
extent ineonvenienced,in comparing the hudget figures for next vear
with thoae of the current yenr owing to certain changes in the classi-
fication which have been minde under the ordera of the Government of
India. Two of these are important and mav he hiiefly mentioned.
Under Land-revenue, we formerly used to show half of the charges of
district administration, the other half being shown under the, W&d
“ Administration of Juatice. ©* Under the orders of the Government
of Tndia a wew sub-head ** District Adminiatration ** has now been in-
troduced under the smajor head ‘‘ General Administration. " The
®ult is a large apparent decrease in the expenditure under the ¥ Tand-
revenus '’ head and a corresponding increase under ‘‘ General Adminis-
teation. ** Jhere are also some rather important and  complicated
changes in the irrigation budget which are explained in the memeo-
randum.

_The Rudret now pregented is not a production of which snyowe can
fel proud. Tt will give no satisfaction to those members who last
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year reproached us on the ground that the Budget showed lack of
imagination and no signa of any constructive programme on the part
of the Ministers. Once again, we have to budget for a large deficit,
and the consequence ia that we have had to frame our proposals in a spirit
of rigid and parsimenious sconomy. It is not to be expected, therefore,
that this Budget will show any indications of a broad and generous,
programme for the impravement of the conditions of life in this Presi-
dency on the lines which many membera of this Council would like ta
see adopted. The Budget, in fact, does not profess to do more thaa
provide for the bare *a&ede of the ndministration. The Finance Depart-
ment bave been compelled to prune the departmental budgeta ruthlessly
in spite of potests from Members and Miniaters, and the result ix that
Mr. Spry and I are at the present moment the two moat unpopular men
in Writers’ Buildings. Our hope that we should receive support from
the Standing Committees in the matter of retrenchment has not been
realised. on the contrary, most of the Standing Committees have
pressed for a larger provision of funds than we have heen able to make.
The proceedings of the Standing Committees show that they went
thieugh the budgets carefully and thoroughly and the fact that they
hava not been able to suggest any further material retrenchments aup-
poets our contention that it ix not possible to go further in the way of
cutting down the d®mands of the various departments for the money
thev require in order to carry out the hare essentinls of their adminiatra-
tive responsihilities.  In these circumstances, it is not a matter for sur-
prise that the Budget makes no provision for new schemes and that
we have heen compelled to suspend the undertaking of all new works.
There are, however, good grounds for hape that this is the last of the
defici: hbudgets that we whall have tn present to this Council. Tf the
Council pasees the taxation Bills which have heen placed before it, we
sheuld in future years he able to show a amall surplus: but we cannot
take that surplus into aceount at the present stage, hecnuse the Bills
have not vet heen puased by the Council.  What we propose to do, there-
fore, is to submit to the Council a supplementary Budget after the Bills
are passed. Tn tiat Budget, we shall show how we propose to deal with
any surplus that we may then enjoy.  What that surplus will amount to,
itWimpoasible for me tn say at present. Tt will be seen from the Reporta
of the Select Committees on the taxation Bills, which T shall present
to the Council at a later stage in {o-day’s proceedings, thag the Select
Committees have already proposed certain reductons in the taxation
demands which the Bills ariginally contained. We boped, under odr
original proposals, to get in a sum of about Ra. 150 lakhs from the
proceeds of new taxation. The changes effected by the Relect Commit-
tees will, o far as we can judge at present, reduce this amnunt to some-
thing in the neighbourhood of Ra. 140 lakha. That will leave ua a sur-
plua of only Ra. 20 lakha over the estimated deficit for next year. But
if the taxation proposals go.through in the form proposed by the Select
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(Committees, and if we can count on & permanent addition to our
revenues of Is. 140 lukha or Rs. 150 lakhs, we feel that we shall be
justified in meeting Ra. 40 lakhs of the next year's deficit from our
balances. If we are placed in a position under which we can reasonably
estimate for a moderate working surplus in normal years, we shall be
Justified in keeping our bulances at a comparatively low figure; and if
we find that we can safely reduce them to Rs. 20 lakhs our revenue defi-
cit next year will be reduced to Rs. 80 lukhs. The new taxation should
then provide us with a surplus of about Ru. 60 lnkhs available for expen-
diture next year. Proposals for the expenditure bf'this surplus will, as
1 have said, be laid before the Council in due course, when we are in
a better position to estimate what our surplus will be. I would merely
urge for the moment that the Budget, which 1 am presenting to-day,
shonli not be regarded us our complete Budget and that we should not
be judged on that Budget. The Budget provides merely for the essen-
tinl needs of the administration and has heen drawn up on the assumpticn
thut we shall receive no further revenue during the coming year. That
assvmption will, | hope, be falsified und we shall then be able to put -
our further proposals before the Council.

An usual, there will be no discussion on the Buldget to-day, but
from the 27th of February onwards, the Budget will be thrown open to
gencral dixcussion.  We propose to follow the safe practice that we
adopted last year, of allowing non-official members, in the first place,
to offer auch remarks as they may wish to make. The Members of the
Council and the Ministers will then deal with the questions which will
he ruised in the course of the debate and clear the way for the veting
of grants which will begin from the 18th of March. 1 would merely
ndd now that in the course of the coming week, if any Members of
Council desire further information on the Budget now presented,
Mr. Sprv and mvself will he happy to see them at anv time and to
supply any explanation that mav be required on points which are net
clear to them.

Covernment Bills.
The Calcuita Municipat Bill, 1921,

The Nol'ble Bir SURENDRA NATH BAWERJEA: 1 beg to
mwve for leave to defer the motion for the reference of the Galcutta
Municipal Bill, 121, to a Select Committee to a later session of the
Council.

This is a formal matter. We have circulated the Bill among the
public hodies, We have not reccived their replies yet. The forma-
tion of Select Committee under the circumastancea would be
premature. Therefore, we arc obliged to defer the constitution of
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the.Belect Committee till the time when thesa replies are received.
As a consequence I have to move for leave of the House to defer tha
reference to the Select Commitiee to a later date.

Thr motion was then put and agreed to.

The Bengal Aerial Ropeways Bill, 1921,

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT:'] un: informed that the report of the
Select Committee op éhe Bengal Aerial Ropewava Bill, 1921, bas not
vet been pritled. Therefore items Nos & to 7 in the Agenda stand over,

The Bengal Amusements Tax Bill, 1922.

The Hon’ble Mr. J. H. KERR: T beg to present the report of the
Select Cgnmittee on the Bengal Amusements Tax Bill, 1922,

The changes which have been made by the Seleet Conmumittee will
be apparent from their reporl. As 1 promised the Couneil when T
smoved that the Bill be referred to a Seledt fammittes, we summmed
before us the representatives of the principal theatres and cinemas in
Caleutta, and they showed us bevond any <halow of doubt that their
wdustry was very much depressed at the present time, and that taxs-
tion on the acale proposed in the original Bill wauld tend to press very
severely on the industry. We were impressed by their arguments, but
we discovered from the full acconnts, which thev showed ua, that
the amount of money taken from the Calcutta  public on  these
entertainments  during the last  cear--admittedly a year of great
depression—waa well over Ba. 30 lukhs.  We hid not, therefore, foel
justified in abondoning this tas altogether, but we have changed the
rates to be charged on sdmission tickets to cinemas and theatres and
sigiilar places from 25 per eont. to something between 12} and 15 per
cent. all round. We have also decided 1 recommend  that no
entertainment tax should be levied on tickets helow eight annas. 1
do not think T need add any further remarks in regard to this report.

= « The Bengal Court-fees (Amendment) Bill, 1922,

The Howble Mr, . H. KERR: I beg to present the réort of the
Select Committee on the Bengal Court-fees (Amebdment) Bill, 1922,
Here apain the report will show that we have made eonsiderable and
important reductions on suits of low value in nccordance with the
general wish, which was expressed in the Council last month, that we
should do all that ia possible to avaid hardship to the poorer classes.
I do not propose to go iuto details on this subjod this afternoon, but there
is one very important point which is raised in the minutes of dissent on
this Bill and the Stamp Bill on which I should like to say a fow words.
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There is a proposal that the operation of these taxation Bills
should be limited to three years. The advocates of this proposal urge
that the Government of India have remitted our provincial contribu-
tion of Rs. 63 lakhs for thres years only, and that if at the end of that
period, they find us comfortably off, they will bo tempted to re-impose
the contribution. Well, that point of view ir intelligible, but I
think its advocates overlook the fact that the Rs 63 lakhs is only a
comparatively small item in our list of complaints against the
(Government of India. We have always said that we regard the
remission of the Rs. 63 lakhs as aflording us ' éntirely! inadequate
relief, and we have made it clear—His» Excellency has made it
clear—that we do not propose to relax our protests until' the whole
seitlement ix revised in an equitable manner. I{ is impossible for
me to prophesy what may happen during the next three years, but
it is much more probable that n general revision of the settlement will
be initinted during that period than  that the end of the three years
will find us in a position where nothing more than Ra. 63 lakhs is at
stake.  The proposal to limit the Bills to a penod of three years is,
therefore, rather like getting ready n weapon for a fight which may-
not take place at all, but which. if it does take place, will prohably
assume a form which none of us can  anticipate at the present

moment. . .

The real argument aguinst the limitation of  taxation to three
years is, however, the practical one. The Budget for next year,
which T have just presented, shows a  deficit of Rs, 120 lakhs,  The
taxation Bills, if they go threugh substantialle in their present form,
should bring us an income  of about  Ns. 140 lakhs, or Ns. 20 lakhs
nbove our present deficit. But, if we can count on these Bills, as
giving us a permanent source of revenue of R« 140 lukh<, the benefits
that we shall gain will be far in excess of the comparatively small surplus
that we shall obtain over our present deficit.  Ir the first place, givenea
maoderate surplus on which we ean permanently count, we shall be able
to raise a loan for capital expenditure, thereh: relieving our revenue
budget. Members of thia Council of all shades of dpinion, who have
any experience of financial administration, have nrged on the Govern.
ment the necersity of taking this course. Tt ix not sound that Y gat
Glovernment or a great  Corporation  should  defrav the cost of its
capital achdmes from revenue, We have had to do that hitherto,
becanse we have neter had anv assured income of our own, but now
that we have got an assured income, we should take the firsé oppor-
tunity of putting our finances on a sound footing by financing capital
works front loans. That i the first advantage which an assured
surplus would give ue.

In the second place, if we are 'n a position to raise a loan for
capital works, we can mafrlv reduce our halances to a very moderate
figure; as at present advised, we think that Ra. 20 lakhs would be
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sufficient for this purpose. If we adspt this course, our revenue deficit
next year will be reduced to Rs. 30 lakhs, and we should have a
revenue surplua of about R« 60 lakhs available for new achemes. With
the aid of this aurplus and of the loan for capital works, Ministers should
be able to inaugurate a policy of expansion of the activities of the
transferred departments—a matter which is pressed upon us in the great
majority of the non-official resolutions that are moved in the Council.

What I have said is based upon the assumption that we can count on
this taxation as a perwanent source of 1evenus, or at any rate, that we
can be assurtd that the tuxation will not he 1emitted unless we get a
carrespondigg amount of revenue from other souices Lot us consider for
a moment what would happen if the taxation Bills were limited to a
period of three years. At the end of three vears, there will be a new
Council. Tf that Council refused to renew the taxation Billa, and if the
tiovernment of India re-imposed the provincial contribution of
Re. 63 lakhs, we should be faced with another deficit approaching
2 crores of rupees. With this prospect in view, T doubt very much
whether Government would be justified in raising a loan for capital
works. It would be very risky for (Jovernment to burden itself with
a loan, when it knew very well that there wan at least a risk, which
it would have to take into account, of a large deficit at the end of
three years, and the possibility of having to meet the loan charges
by curtailing essential administrative requirements. If, then, we
decided that the prospect of this taxation heing available for three
veara only did not justify ns in raising a loan, we should not find it
possible to reduce our halances much below their present figure of
Rx. B0 or Ra. 60 lakha. | would remind the Council that our deficit
for next venr has heen reduced to Ra. 120 lnihs by cutting out all
provision for new capital works. Tt ix ‘obviouns, however, that thia
state of affairs could not continue indefinitelv. Urgent demands for
eapital works are sure to be pressed upon us by all departments—in
fact they are coming in now much more frequently than | care to see—
and we should haye to conserve our halances {0 meet demands of thia
nature. The result is that our surplus next year would be reduced
to_the difference hetween our deficit and the proceeds of the new
taxes, othat is to eay, we should have a «urplux of only about
Rs. 20 lakhs and we should have to keep this for capital works and for
the mermal growth of recurring expenditure. It would not®he posible
for us to launch out on any new schemen of any magnifude involving jecur.
ring exfenditure. Our position for the next three yesr during which
the taxes will be in force would be the sume. The most we could
expect would be a amall annual revenue surplus of Rs. 20 Yakhs or so
for three years with the prospect or at least the posibility of a huge
deficit at the end of that period. 8o 1 say that it these taxation Bills
are limited to a period of three years. we shall be t very much the
same position as at present. We should have no money to spare for
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new schemes, however deserving, or however much they may be
desired by this Council or the country. Surely, this is not a state of
‘affairs that can be desired by any member of this Council, least of all
by those who are alwayvs pressing upon us the urgent need for schemes
of development in the transferred departments. Surely, it would be
vers much better to take the bull hy the horns: give ws this {axa-
tion na a permanent source of revenue on which we can count, until
we can ‘norease our resourers in other ways, instead of imposing this
restriction of three vears in the hope that we should therchy bhe
placed in o better position to fight a battle which may never come off
and which, a< T have suid, will almost certainly not come off in the
form which the advocates ¢ this measure anticipate. There will be
plent\ of time between now and the 8th of March, when the taxation
Bills will come up for discuscion, for members of the Council to think
over the situation, and T trust that the remarks which 1 have made to-
duy will receive their careful consideration,

The Bengal Stamp (Amendment) Bill, 1922,

The Hon'ble Mr. J. H. KERR: 1 bey to present the report of the
Select Committee on the Bengal Stamp (Amendment) Bill, 1922,

Here agnin we have made o fow suadl alterationa in the way of relief
to the poorer classes. We have also made important alterations in
diafting to meet various points of legal difficulty which will arise from
the fuct that Benganl will in future have its own stamp luw, These altera-
tion« are mostly of a technical nature, and 1 do not think [ need take up
the time of this Council by deseribing them.,

Demands for Crants.

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: | am informed that there are no
demanda to be made to the Couneil at this meeting. -

) Ballot for resolutions—Finanoe Bills.

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: A hallot for resolutions admitted for
the 27th February will be held in the Committee Room in the Toyn ¥all
at 11 A.M. to-morraw.

I have fiso to inform the members that His Exmllenv_v the Governor
has fixed the 8th to vhe 10th March and the 14th to 17th for the motions
for the conaiderntion and passing of the three Finance Billa. .«

Copies of the report of the Select Committee on the Court-fees Bill
are now placed in the hands of members. Tt is hoped to place copies of
the other two Bills, with the report of the Select Committees thereon, in
the hands of members to-morrow or at the latest by the 24th.

Notice of amendmenta to the Bills should be sent so as ta resch the
Secretary by the 2nd March at the lateat.
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Non-official Member's Bill.

The Bengal Muhammadan Marriages and Divoross

Registration (Amendment) Bill, 1921,
SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ spoke in Bengali. The Lnglish

tranalation of his speech is as follows:——

As the opinions of all the public bodies to which the Bill was circu-
lated have not yet be®n received and us the Bill, under the rules of busi-
ness, will luim« if no further motion is mude now, I move for the leave
of the Howme to defer the motion for reference to a Select Committes to
u later session.

The motion was put and agreed to.

Resolutions
(under the rules for the discussion of matters of general public intercst).

Recruitment of indian Deputy Commissioners, Calcutta Polios.
Mr. BIJOY PROSAD SINCH ROY: ] move that *' this Counecil

secommends to the Giovernment that ateps be tuken so as to provide that
half the number of Deputy Commissioners of the Calcutta  Police  be
tudians.

1 need hardly say what is my object in plucing thix resolution before
the House ut u time when a high tension of feeling is prevailing agninst
the Police Depurtment and when it has to perform a very unplewsnnt
duty of making indiscriminate nrrests ull over the country und especinlly
in Calcutta. It is a duty unpleasant for all human beings und it is more
so for sn Indian to deprive another Iudan of his personal liberty for
wfences which are conaidered by many as instances of noble sucrifice jn the
country's cause. Whatever may be the opinion in some quarters, I
place this resolution before the House with the greatest reluctance and I
do it with a full sense of respousibility that if it is accepted by the Houwe,
and if the (overnment are pleased to give effect to
i 1 would be thrusting an undesirnble duty on at least two
Indian members of the Imperial Police Service. [ beg to assure the
House first of all that, in moving this resolution, 9] have not
been actuated by any prejudice ugninst ths Kuropean members of the
Policq Service nor is it my intention to raise racial questions,
My only object is to swecure some advantages for the residents
of Caleutia and thersby to  allay, t0 & certan  extent,
the ill-feeling which at present exists between them and the
authoritiea of the Calcutia Police. It may be interesting o know that
the supervising staff of the Calcutta Police at prewent consista of
1 Commissioner of Police, 7 Deputy Commissioners and 13  Assisiant
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Commissioners. Of thess 20 officers, only 6 are Indiats, namely,
1 Deputy Commissioner aud 5 Assistant Commissioners. The Commis-
gioner, as the head of the Metropolitan police, is responsible to the
Gosernment for the gomd management of the force under him and for the
maintenance of law and order in this city. The Deputy Commissioners
are very responsible officers having direct charge of the vatious depart-
ments or the administrative units into which the Calcutta Police admin-
intration is divided. The authority of thess Deputy Commissioners is
practically supreme in their own departments, only subject to a formal
control and supervision of the Commissioner of Police. I do not think
it is necessary for my present purpose to give further details of the police
administration of Caleutta or of any of its departments. Kccording to
the recommendations of the Public Services Commission, 33 per cent. of
the appointments in the Imperial Police Service should be given to the
Indians, Of these 33 per cent. two-thirds should be appointed by direct
recruitment and one-third Ly promotion from the Deputy Superintend-
cuts, but up  till now there was no direct recrnitment, and this
yuestion of direct recruitment, it may be remembered, wasx
thrashed out in this Council a few months ago by my learned friend Babu
Surendru Nath Mallik, in connection with the appointment of Assistant
Supwrintendents of Police. At present there are altogether 117 officers;
of thewe only 13 are Indinns, some of whom are permanent members of
the Service and some are only officiating members.  So that if the recom-
mendations of the Public Services Commission were given effect to, the
number should have been at least 39. Of these 39, 26 should have been
directly rcruited and 13 should bave been recruited by promotion from
the Deputy Superintendents,

My suggestion is that haif the number of Deputy Commissioners of
the Calcutta Police should be Indinns. This would require that at least
three of them alwuld be Indians.  This can be effected either by tranafer
of the Indian membern of the Police Service from the districts to (alcutta,
or by promotion of the Assistant Commissioners of the Calcutta Police.
The most obvious objection of Government to promotion may be that
there are already 13 Indians—the number of promotions sanctioned by
the Secretary of State—so no fresh appointment can he made by promo-
tion, It may be obwersed, in reply, that the Government of Bengal wWate
not very diligent in giving effect to the recommendations of the Publio
Rervices Cowmisnion, and they cannot consistently plead that they can-
not appoint two or three more officera to the Imperial Police Service by
giving promotion, T hope the Government will not attempt to put forth
this plen of atatutory bar.

In thesesdays of constant trouble and political agitation, the super-
vising officers of the Police Service have constantly to come in contact
with political agitators and to fuce very difficult situations—situations
which require presence of mind, sobriety of judgment and tact in hand-
ling. Culcutta, as the eapital of the Presidency, and centre of learing,



L

1922, INDIAN DEPUTY COMMISSIONERS. 8 .
is naturally the nursing ground of all political agitations. So it is
neoessary that officers of the Calcutta Police should be composed of men
possessing wider knowledge of human nature and enjoying confidence
both of the Government and the public alike. The Public Services
Commission and all other bodies which have investigated into the condi-
tions of services in this country have recommended, without exception,
the admission of a greater number of Indians in the Public Services, and
this recommendation has been repeated not only becuuse the number of
qualified Indians is graduslly increasing, but slso because Indians have
certain advaptages over foreigners, however great the efficiency of the
latter may be. They never learn the language of the country and get
very little bpportunity of knowing the life, manners and customs f the
children of the soil. These Deputy Commissioners of Police generally
begin their career as Assistant Superintendents and, in course of five
or six years, they come up to the position of Deputy Commissioners.
These young officers are generally placed over very experienced Aasist-
ant Commissioners so that these Assistant Commissioners in the name
of ** assisting,”’ have often to conch their officinl superiors.  Nationality,
official position and the ignorance of the native language of these Deputy
Cowmnssioners often stand in the way of their freely mixing with their
frieuds and acquaintances other than Furopeans, and they are, therefore,
4o a certain extent, tnaccessible to the public. [t is well known that the
efforts of the police in detecting crimes or in handling difficult situa-
tions are often frusirated if they do not get the co-operation of the pub-
lic. The treatment accorded to some members of the public, whatever
may be their political opinion, by some of the Furopean officers of the
Calcutta Police has made them very unpopular. Without attempting to
cite particular instances of uncourteous behaviour, I shall show that
they have lost the confidence of the public, the sympathy of even the
sober, and loyal section of the citizens; this has told upon their useful-
@ess.  The country expects better treatment from the Indian officers,
and, I hope, if they are appointed to the responsible post of Deputy
Commissioners either by transfer from the districts or by promotion from
Assistant Commissioners, who will be men of great experience, they
will be able to regain the confidence of the public and re-establish the
gnod name of the police in Calcutta. With these few words, I beg to
comm®nd the resolution to the acceptance of the Houne.

9

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: In view of, the fact that the
gradug) Indisnisation of the services is an already scgepted principle of
the Reform Scheme, I think the proposal of my friend is a very modest
one, and I heartily support it. Only a few months ago, shis Council
passed a resolution that there should be no further recruitment for
Imperial Police SBervice Officers in England. The object of that reso.
lution was to give the Government an opportunity of gradually Indiani-
sing the Police Service. After the acceptance of that resolution by the
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Couneil, 1 need bardly impress on the members of the Cousicil that this
resolutiorn. bus also got to be accepted, as a coroliary to the other one.

Both in the Council and outside, nen-efficial members have urged that
there ahould be greater co-operstiop bétween the public and the Police.
¥ven His Excellency the Governor has been pleased to say in this Council
that the need of umporutmn hetygpep the Police and the public is para-
mount. We have heard in thm,w'ncll that the people are generully
to blame for not co-operating with the Police in the way in which they |
shonld do, bt we have hardly had an npportunlh of seeing the other
side of the shield. Recently, a Peolice conference was held in Howrah,
representing Indinn Police Oifioges: M@m parts of India and in the
presidential address of thut conferemce, we were told that many Indian
Police Officers huve been taken to task » by their superior European
officers for freely mixing with the people.” Can you co-operate with the
people  without mixing with them? It is a serious charge and
(1overnment should clear the ground by meeting the charge. <At a time
when we are all directed te co-opernte with the Police—and even Hin
Execllency has strengthened this point by referring to it in the Council—
1 think that every facility «hould be given for better co-oporation between
the Police and the public. It i« an important fact—and it cannot be
denied—that Furopean officers of the Police department do not get an
apportunity of knowing the socwl structure, charatteristica and habita
of the Indian people, over whom they are placed in charge, so easily as
Indian officers can, It is not an uncommon fact that they do not know
the language of the district or the province over which they hold away.
What is the resuit of thin? The result is that they have to depend
upon the reports of suburdinates who often cannot be trusted. If goud
Tudinn officers are placed in the superior posts, we shall surely see greater
co-operation and better facilities for mixing with the people than we
ses at present. Recently there huve been cases, referred to by the
Hou'ble mover of the resolution, in Calcutta, where the conduct, the
behaviour of some of the Furopean Deputy Conimissioners has been
unpleasant to the people. Some of these cases nre sub judice, and it
would not be fair on my part to make any comment on them, but the fact
remaina, that the people are dissatisfied and it is the paramount duty of
the Government, in these days of atreas and heart-burning, that when-
over they have a chance, officers should not be sent Yo deal with the
people, offigers who have not that requisite degrea of aympathy which is
so much needed to peet difficult aituations. That is one of the main
reasons why we demand that Indian officers, who are aympathetir to the
people, should be placed in charge of thewe high appointments.

With t\fno few words, ] beg to support the motion.

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I beg to support
this resalution. " Tt ia neceasary in the interests of the public that _there
ahould be greater co-operation between the public and the police, and the
popularity of the police depends upon this, and this only. Why is it
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that the polxce are o unpopular? This question i« the subject matter
of talk in various circles and. the jun depends only on one thing,»iz.,
sympathy between the people plice. Many Furopean officers

are not in a position to grad the Ty Pance of their daily duties, and
they have to drpend entirely upon the energy und efforts of their Indian
officers. In Cases of murder, the i s and investigations have to be
made by the Indian officers, and th rect decisions arrived at, are

based upon the reports submitted by them; consequently, the first-hand
work, the first-hand Jjgguiries und nneutgutmnq have all to he made by
Indian officers.  The Furopeg e not in a position clearly to
understand ghe subject m fiuiry ; the Indian officer, from
his knowledge of the lun;zu @Minnners and customs of the country,
is in a better position to appragge the subject matter of theue inquiries.
1f all these facts are taken into consideration, can there be any doubt in
the minds of the members of this Council that the work—the subject
matter fof considerntion—should be left to the Indian officers?  These

are the views which I submit for the consideration of the Council,

* Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: I beg to sum;ur( this motion,
and regard being had to the fact that T have already said u lot ahout it a
few month« ago, on the question of the desirability of introducing a lurge
number of Indians i# the superior bmnehes of the police, T do not like
to reiterate all those arguments now and take up the time of the Couneil.
To my mind the strongest argument in support of this motion ix  this:
that we ure now speaking of the Indian police service, and nohody has
n greater right to he in that service than an Indinn. It is my mother-
Iand and 1 want to serve my motherland, and my right is supreme. If
one of the basic ideas of the Reform is the Indianisation of the services,
then it is time that something should be done in that direction, some
definite indication should be given by this time that this is really what
thg Government wants to do.  Therefure, without taking up further
time of the Council, T must aay thnt I am in entire sympathy with this
motion

There 18 another point which I must ask Government to conaider, and
that is that there is a large amount of dissatisfaction amongat the Indian
inspectgrs of the Caleutta Police, on account of the way in which their
claims are overlooked in the interestsa of the Kuropean members of the
service. There are very qualified men; there are honest men in the
Guleugta Polire—at least there are some—and they do not get recogni.
tion, besause it is a fact that even Sergeants are promoted to the rank of
Depuu Commissioners leaving out Inapectors of sbility and unswerv-
ing honesty, and of good reputation. Therefore, in the intsvests of the
Calcutta Police itself, there ought to be justice rcndered to our Indian
officera.

Again, there is no doubt that our Indian officers have shown the
groatest possible cournge in the face of all kinds of danger and difficulty
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to which police officers are subjected from time to time. The Govern-
ment have brought in o half-way house—that is, the Assistant Commis-
sioners. 'The ides is to promote them up to this place and to keep them
excluded from the higher post of Deputy Commissioner. The Govern-
meat have done the same in the Beugal Police; they have -brought in
Deputy Superintendents from promoting efficient inspectors who are
allowed to go up to that and can never aspire to anything higher. These
hall-way Qouses are our enemies and it i our duty to see that justice is -
done to our brother Indian officers in the service., Iu the intereats of
justice, in the interests of good administration, in the interests of remov-
ing great dissatisfaction that now exists among the Indian pelice officers,
1 respectfully submit that this resolution ought to be given effect to.

CHIEF SECRETARY to COVERNMENT (Mr. M. L. Stephenson):
I aball follow  the example set by the mover  of this resolution and
wvoid the thorny guestion of racinl antagonism of the advartages and
disadvantages of having a European service as again<t an Indian one. 1
would only diverge this fur and <oy that T am not prepared to aceept his
statement that the Deputy Cominissioners in Caleutta have lost the respect
and confidence of the public. There is one other point 1 should like to
correct him in. He said that most of the Deputy Commizsioners had
been brovght to Caleutta after 4 or & vears' wervife  The most junier
"Deputy Commissioner in Caleuttn at the present time has 11 vears’ service,

Coming to the actual resolution, Sir, 1 am very glad to have another
opportunity of trying to explain to the Council what the exact situation
1. We have heen aceused —

Mr. BIJOY PROSAD BINGH ROY: I rise to a point of order; may

I know when the juniormost Deputy Commissioner was first appointed?

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: You cannot interrupt the member jn
his speech,  You have a right of reply.

Mr, H. L. STEPHENSON: I <hall he very glad to give the member
the information he wants nfterwards.  As I was saying, 1 am very glad
to have this further opportunity of trying te explain what the actual
situation is, with regard to which there seems to have been o great deal
of misunderstanding.  The Indian Police service i1s a service based on
the same likes as the Indian Civil Service. It iv recruited on a technieal
formula, and the Wasis of ite recruitment is the number of superior
appointments that are required in the province. To that ia Bdded a
certain percentage of those superior appointments to provide for train-
ing and ledve vacancies. That percentage is worked out on an averags
basis from figures for many years past. This is periodically corrected,
and the whole theory ia to give 65 superior appoiniments, which I jhink
ia the actual number now included in the cadre. In order to give 65
men to these appointments, you must add s percontage to that 65 in order

’ [
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to give you your men in training and leave vacancies. The whale hanis
of recruitment is not the number of men in the service, but the number
of superior appointments. The Public Services Commission recommend-
ed that a certain number of these appointinents should be listed, 1.e.,
should be thrown open for promotion from the provincial branohes of
the police s#fvice. At the time that they sat in Bengal, the percentage
of superior appointments then listed way 5, and they recommended that
we should gradually work up to 20 per cent.  What Bengal hax done in,
that it bus worked ypgto 10 per cent. and I think we may clafhs that this
is higher than in other provinces.  We are precluded, as the mover hax
pointed ouy, from going any further in working up ta o higher percent-
age, by the orders of the Secretary of State, in regard to the percentages
they are bused on the consideration of the needs of the police service over
the whole of Indin. The present orders regarding the recruitment of
the police servien are that 33 per cent., not of the superior posts, hut 33
per cent.%f the recrnitment every vear is to be reeraited from amongst
Irdians; of this 33 per cent. of the vacancies, one-third, r12., 11 per cent.
i« reserved for promotion from the Provineial service.  The question was
" raised by Bengal last year —if vou promote yvour Deputy Superintend-
ents to the Tmperinl Pohee serviee as Assistant Superintendent at the
bottom, you are not (Iumg them very much good.  We thereforg gent up
o the Government of fadia, who agreed with our views, ‘”M““‘"i
orders are thut instead of 11 per cent. of the vacancies avery yeas heing
set aside for promotion of Deputy Superintendent, 11 per cent. of the
superior cadre i~ Dhisted, that is to say, instead of putting our Deputy
Superintendents in at the bottom as Assistunt Superintendents, we put
them in ut the top a~ Superintendents ot Police in the superior appoint-
ments; therefore, it is wrong, it is a false analogy to say that there are
115 officers in the Tmpennl Police and only 13 are Indians. There is a
wrong ghalogy because we put them in at the top,  The right figure in
fhat there are 63 or 65 superior appointments in the Police and 6 of these
are held by Indians— promoted Deputy Superintendents.

As regards the system of taking 10 to 11 per cent. of the superior
nppointments and listing them as open to the Provincial police, it ia in
lieu of the annual recruitment of 11 per cent. out of the 33 per cent.,
whiche was to be reserved for the Provincial police. As regards the
remaining 22 per cent, of the recruitment, the aystem is in force this year
only. because this is the first year in which they have had & competitive
examination for appointment to the Indian Polic€ That examination
was held in December, and we have already asked the (Government of
India to recommend to the Secretary of State the appeintment of two
Indians from Bengal on the results of that examination, fad we hope
shortly to be able to announce their names. Tberebore, I claim that
the Bengsl Government bas dome its best ¢o earry out the recommenda-
tions of the Public Services Commission, ss accepted fisslly by the
-Becretary of Ststo sad Parlisment, and that they are not opean to the
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charge brought by the hon’ble mover that they are slow in moving in the
matter.

If ] have succeeded in expluining to the Council what the actual
situntion is as regards the Indian Police in Bengal at large, we can now
turn to whut his proposal is, The proposal is that half the RQeputy Com.
missioners in Caleutta shall be appointed from Indians. The Deputy
Commissionerships in Calcutta are not isolated appointments. They are
part of the general cadre of the Bengal Police, they rank as Superintend-
ents of Police; therefore, we cannot consider them &ssbeing separate from
the Bengal Police; they are all grouped together, und the remarks I have
made with regard to the listed posts of the Bengal Police apply equally
to the Deputy Commissionerships of the Caleutta Police. We can, as
the hon'ble mover suggested, transfer three of the Indian Superintend.
ents from the Bengal Police, und place them in as Deputy Commissioners
in Caleutta; but T may say st once that Government is not prepared
to do this, The Indian Superintendents of Police are men with long
service, men who have been placed in churge of important districts, and
we ure not prepared to concentrate them in Caleuftn without any respect
to thetr duties wnid conditions of service, merely in order to convert half
the Peputy Commissionerships of Caleutta into posts which may be held
by men promoted from the D'rovincial service. $he Assistant Com;
mimioners in Caleutta correspond to the Deputy Superintendents of the
Provineial service in Bengal.  They are not interchangenble ; oceasion-
ally o man i brought in from Bengal: but, as a rule, a man serves his
time tn Caleutta. As the mover has pointed out, out of 12 Assistant
Conmissioners, there are H who are Indians; T presnme his idea is to
promate 3 of these to be Deputy Commissioners, but to do that, as the
Council will see, would be to interfere very much with the interests of
the Deputy Superintendents of the Bengal P'olice. It will give a very
unfuir advantage to them.  In 1916 or 1917, it was represented that the
Assistant Commissioners in Calcutta were not having the same opportuni-
ties us the Deputy Superintendents of Bengnl, and for that reason we
went up to the Government of India and definitely got their permiasion
to list one of the Deputy Commissionerships in Caleutta in order to give
Asaistant Commissioners an opportunity of rising further.

In extending the number of listed posts, as we shall do gruaually,
from 10 to €0, the claimr of Assistunt Commissioners in Caleutta to 8
proportionate amount of that promotion will of course be considered, and
I cannot say at the present moment, what the actual figures will e, but
when we next list another post, we shall conaider whether it ought o be
a Calcutta post, or a Rengal post. Beyond that I do not think we can go.

My argument, therefore, to the Council is, firstly, that the Bengal
Police service is an organised service based on recruitment to superior
poats, and that we cannot upset the organisation of that service by alter-
ing & part here and & part there; it must be done as & whole. The listing
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of the superior posts in the Bengal Police us u whole is governed by the
orders passed by the Government of India and the Secretary of State, and
we cannot go beyond this. The propusal of the mover would very con-
siderably go beyond that; therefore, Government are not in a position to
be able to accept it.

%

Mr. BIJOY PROSAD 8INCH ROY: First of all, I must say that 1
am not at all disappointed in listening to the speech of Mr. Stephenson,
because I did not expect a more sympathetic reply from the Government
on a question like théx. My, Stephenson <ays thut the Furopean Deputy
Commissioners have not lost the confidence of the public. T am a
member wwf the public, T recide in Caleutts  generally, and
this is my opinion, and of my supporters  in this  Council;
and this is the opimon ot the Indian press. My, Stephenson again
says that they are men of experience, the juniormost Deputy Commis.
sioner hys 11 years’ experience.  May 1 know when he came to Calcutta
how many vears he was in the police?  In apite of afl hix arguments,
Mr. Stephenson has failed to convinee us that the Government cannot,
with ull consistency, give Caleutta two more Indinn Deputy Commis-
sioners.  This would unly help Government in gnining the co-nperntion
ot the publie. [ do not think I should detain the House uny longer with

my reply. .

With these words, T commend my resolution to the acceptunce of

the House.

On the mation being put, a division was taken with  the  following

result :—

Afzal, Mawabzada X. M., Khan Bahadur.

Ahmed, Mauivl Yakuinuddin,
Ahmed, Munsi Jafar,
AN, Mr. Syed Erfan.

, Munehl Amir
i, Munshi Ayud.
Ar Mauiv) har.
Anm. Khan Bakasur ajs Mohamed.
Sanerjee, Rat Bakadur s Ohandrs.

Shattacharyl, Babu Hem Chandrs.

Soce, Mir. 8. W
Chaughuri, Sadbu Kisher! Meohan.

AYES.

Khan, Maulvi M¢. Rafiqua Uddin.
Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman.,
Malilk, Babu Surendra Math.
Mitra, As) Bahadur Mahendra Chandra.
Maitra, Or. Jatindra Nath,
Mukharjes, Babu Nilya Dhen.
Mukharjl, Pratesser 8. C
Nasher, Babu Nam Chandrs.
Pal, Aa) Bahadur Asdha Charan.
Raut, Mavivi Shah Abdur.
Ray, Kumar Shib Bhekhareswar,
Ray Chaushurt, Bir. Krishna Chandra.
Ray On Y, Rajs M tha Math.
Rey, Sabu Maitnl Math.
Rey, Maharsja Bahadur Kshaunish Ohandra.
Rey, Mr. Sijoy Precad Singi®
Rey, Ral Bahasur Lait Mokan Singh.
fey, Rajs ManiiBV tingh.
Sarkar, Babu Jegssh Chandra.
Sarkar, Babu Rishindrs Mach.
'+ Sinka, Bahe Surendra Mareyan.
[ ]

" nots,

mnm'mummm
Nawab AN, Khan BSahsder.
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Pronsh, Mr. F. C. ;. Rahim, the Hen'ble Sir Abd-ur-.
Porrestor, Mr, J. Campbell. Ray, Ral Sahadur Upendra Lal
Coode, Nr. 8. W, Ray, Mr. Tarit Bhusan.

Skinner, Mr. M. E.

Spry, Mr. H. E.

Stark, Mr, M. A,

Stophenson, Mr. M. L.

Suhrawardy, Dr. Hassan.

Swan, Mr. d. A. L

Travers, Mr. W. L.

Waish, Mr. C. P.

Whesler, ths Hen'hle Sir Henry.

Werdswarth, Mr. W. C.
LI

Cupta, Mr, J. N.

NHophyns, Mr. W. 8.

Huntingterd, Mr. C. T.

Kore, the Hon'ble Mr. J. M.

Lang, Mr. 4.

Law, Ruja Meshes Cane.

Maharajadhirajs Sahadur at Burdwan
the Hoen'bie

Mitter, the Hen'ble Mr. P. C.

Muliok, Babu Nireds Behery,

Ras, Mr. W R.

The Ayes being 42 and the Noes 33, the molion was carried.

[

Baoteriological examination of septic tanks.
Ral MAKENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: | wove that

 this Council recommends to  the Government that a systemutic
woathly bucteriological examination be carried ont of a'l sepric 1k
effluents dischurged into the Hooghly river with a view to drawing utten-
tion to the factors contributing to the pollution of that river, and the
results of such exumination be published monthly for the information’
of the public,

No apology is needed for bringing up before you the subject of the
pollution of the river Hooghly.  To all of uy, forone rewson or othef,
the purity of the river Blugirathi is of the highest importance. A large
bulk of the population living on the hunks of the river uses its wuter for
drinking and bathing purposes und whether Hindus or Mubannadans,
the subject ix one affecting the health of nullions  Fyen wmong  the
Furopeans living on the river banks, death from cholers has become a
common oceurrence.  You are aware that a type of lutrine known as
septic tunk has been mtroduced sowe yveurs ago on the river banks. In
thia lntrine the excreta of the severnl thousands of coolies working in the
mills 1= collected, dissolved in the water and after some purification is ket
into the river.  The idea of letting in uch stuff into the Ganges is revolt-
ing to ull who have been accustomed from infuncy  to look upon  the
Ganges ns so saered a8 not to be forgotten even in one’s prayer. How-
ever, if sunitation demunds that this should be so, ane at least expects
that the puritication of the water <hould be thorough and that, before
letting into the river, the excreta should be divested of its dangerous and
dirense-profucing elements.

The Governmens was pleased to  appoint, in 19K, Dr. Fowler,
PR FLe, an pxpert from Europe, to go into the question of weptic
tanks aud their purification.  After studying the subject for some
months, hemubmitted his report in 1907, His report contained » number
of important recommendations, some of which do not seem to have been
given effect to at all. It is not clear at whose instance the matter was
so neglected.  The Department of Public Health owes a duty to the pub-
Liv to explain why thuse recommendations bave not been carried out by
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—{1) thorough sterilization of the effluents, (2) storage of “the same
hours before being discharged into the river.

The Hon’bie 8ir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: What is the
date of the report?

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: The report is
dated 1907. Colonel Clemeshu, in the report by Dr. Fowler, stated that
** there can be no manner of doubt that the admission of comparatively
small quantities of sgptic tank efluents will increuse the number of
pathogenic bacilli present and as such will be a menuce to health.  Septid
tank effluepts of the very least quality in this country will give ponitive
renction for B colt m a dilution of 1710008, Most of the effluents from
these latrines ure very far from good, so much so, that the discharged
fluid of the sample 5 mixed with river water gave a positive reaction for
B roly with adilution of 1T 10,000, "'

The Hon'bie 8ir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: Are you reading

from the report?

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: Yes ‘' There-
fore, the septic tank efluents must be regurded ax an extremely dangor-
ous pollution even @ smudl quantities.  The small chemical differences

etween the samples und the enormous varintion from a bacterinl pornt
viearly demonstiates this. The efiluent unsterilised contuins millionx
of bacilli in every Huid ounee that may be pathogenie.”’

Dr. Fowler stuted i the report already alluded to ** ax already stated
even efluents in which the orgunic mattern ure practically  oxidised
sl contain an appreciable number of orgunisms generally regarded as
of pathogenic churacter.  Some method of aterilisation is consequently
called for whenever such effluents pass into u strenm where the water in
.lhe vicinity tx used for bathing and  drinkmg. It x pecommended,
therefore, that the effuent from the tank Intrine or other insiallations
should in all cases be efficiently purified by filtration and if it is necosnury
to discharge the filtered effluents into the river, it should further be
sterilised by the addition of hypoehlonites in adeguate quantity

The above extructs from the reports published by Dr. Fowler, the
Specll Officer appointed by the Government for the investigation of the
septic tanks on Bengal, make 1t perfectly elear that Dr. gowler recom-
mended that un adequate dose of chloride of lime ghould be  added and
that Qn.- efluents should b steribised and that «tertlisation in the mont
important part of sewage purification. Tt ia, therefore, abviously neces.
sary o find out by actual bacteriological exumination whegher the efflu-
ents have really been effectively sterilised or not.  Suck information can
be got only from the bacteriological examination of the eofffuent. It
appears, however, that no bacteriological examination is done and that
only a chemical examination is carried out.
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As pointed out by Colonel Clemesha in the above report, the chemical
analysis shows only small differences and o bacteriological examination
is consequently nbsolutely necessary to show whether the objectionable
organisms therein present have been killed or not. In this connection,
1 must confess to a feeling of surprise that the Sanitary Department
should not have done this work of its own accord and that it should be
necessary for us to bring this matter before the Council. I now hope
that the Council will set a sesl of approval on my resolution.

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: | dy not know whether it
is my good fortune or misfortune that I happen to live on the bauks of the
river (funges. As one who is acquointed with the present polluted
condition of the streum, as one who is aware of the fact that many people
iu these parts of the country succumb to cholera after using this polluted
water, and as one who is ulso anware of the difficulties of the ripurian
municipalities in the mutter of good drinking wuter, I think, 1t is
imperatively necessary that such steps as are recommended ih the reso-
lution should be tuken. Any Government which hus the least regard for
the lives of its subjects, I think, cannot but accept such a  proposition-

With these few waords, 1 beg to support the resolution.

The Hon'bie 8ir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: | am one of those
unfortunate human beings, who iv a resident on the bank of the rivey,
aund 1 huve hived there for 50 years and I have Tived o happy, healthy and
contented  life. T entirely symputhise  with the Hindu feeling  that
the river Ganges v suered: 16 15 0 deep  sentiment, hoary  with age,
conseerated by tradition and it ought to be respected by the Govein-
ment of the country; und spesking on hehalf of the Government, T desire
tosuy thut we do respect thut sentiment.  But the question that we have
to consider to-duy is o practical one. My friend, Rui Muhendra Chandra
Mitra Bahadur, recommends that we should have o monthly  bacterio-
logicul exmination of the eRluents discharged into the river. Well, T am
willing to meet him half-woy in this matter, and 1 um quite sure he will
accept my proposul. . We are prepared to make these examinations from
time to time.  We think it is o mutter of importance that these exami-
nations should be made, and we are prepared to comply with my friend's
request, consistently with our resources, conxistently with the organi-
sation and the staff at our disposal. I think that ought to be acceptable
to my friend.

There ure, however, ane or two considerations which I desire to sub-
wit for the judgment of this Council. In the firat place, Dr., Bently
is preparing a refort on the very quesfion, it is now in the Press, and we
have not seen it yet. When that report is ready, it will be my duty, as
well as my blensure, to send a copy of it to my friend. On the basis of
thin report, we propose to take comprehensive sction in  this  matter.
Therefore, anything that we can do now would be in the nature of a
piecemenl operation. I am sure my friend will agree that in view of
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that report which we “expect very shortly and upon the basis of which we
desire to undertake a comprehensive programme, any definite action of
the kind proposed in the resolution would be premature,

Then, there is this further point which is to be borne in mind, namely,
that if you have these examinations, it would be necessary to act upen
their results, it would be necessary to act upon the materinls which these
examinations will furnish to the Government. We must have
a machinery and we must huve a River Pollution Preventive
" Act. We have not got the machinery and we have not got
the Act. Thirdly, there ix the eternal question of expense which
has to be considered- We have just listened to the doleful figures of the
budget. We have not got the money and the examination, which my
friend suggests, would cost us something like Re. 8,000 a year; and
then we have nut only not got the money but the money could not be
spent unless and until we had a regular comprehensive programme of
work on ghich to incur this expenditure. I hope my friend will realise
that the points which I have just urged deserve the serivus considerntion
on thé part of this Council and of the Government. 1 wish to assure
Jiim of my deep sympathy with his motion. 1 wish to assure him that it
is one of my objects us Minister of Public Health to prevent
the pollution of the river by the discharge of these effuents. My friend

ay know that my sgympathy te not mere lip-deep; and he knows perfect-
Iy well that it was owing to my intervention that a certain factory near
Hooghly, just at the head of the water-supply, which wanted to discharge
its  effluents into the river, waw  prevented from so  doing. The
Manuger of this fuctory has agreed to divert  the effluents into  the
country-side. That secius to be the proper method of dealing with these
eftuents,  We have got these wnstalations there.  We have got thess
fuctories discharging their efftuents into the river. Al that we can do ut
present is to make these discharges an innocuons as possible.  We have
wnuod an order that these efluents must be sterihsed. I find that only 4
factories have complied with this order, and I have directed that the 126
mere factories must be called upon to sterilise their «fluents.  Therefore,
my friend will understand that I am really conncious of this danger and 1
hope that in view of the assurance that I have given, namely, that we
shall hold these bacteriological examinations at reasonable periodx and
as oftes us we can, consistently with our rescurces and with our arguni-
sation and the staff at our disposal, he will see his way to wgthdraw the
resolution.

Ral MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: lu reply, I heg to
submit that T have brought the resolution hefore the (‘ouncil pursuant to
a sense of duty which I am to perform here. I know the dMficulties in
which the people in the localities are placed and no one knows more than
the Hon'ble Sir Surendra Nath, for it was he who brought the subject
for the consideration of the (Jovernment vears ago. When he was a
journalist, in many ixsues of the Bengalce he brought the matter to the
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notice of the Government, but nothing eflective was done. I brought
this subject to the notice of the old Council and the whole question was
not tuken into account except that an inquiry was made by Government
officers. The matter stopped there und no further inquiry was made.
The Hon'ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur showed great sympathy on
the oceasion and he took active interest by recommending an invati-
gation into the matter and T am grateful to him for what he did. The
‘matter stood there, no report was submitted and we were told that
v, Bentley was engaged in this convection. Then 1t came up with a’
kindred matter, namely, that o new mill was stafted at Bansberr and 1

appenled to the Hon'ble Minwster for help. He was very kind and he
helped the riparian municipalities of the locality, and the ‘result 1s that
the efffuent discharges have been stopped and that the company executed
a guarantee bond to the Government. So far right.  But it is highly
necessary that u bacteriological exanmination should be made a« I submit
chenienl examination 15 of no practienl use. 1 think that Dr. Bentley

will be greatly helped if such an examinntion be made.

Tha Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: | think my
friend, the Rai Bahadur, has misunderstood me. T hove said that in 4
mills they have sterilised the efluents and in 126 mills they bave not.
The orders of Governwent are that ull the effluents should be sterilised.
Therefore, these mills are acting contrury to the orders of the Govern-
ment and we intend to take the necessary steps in the matter.

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I am thankful to
the Hon'hle Minster for ucsuring me that ~trong steps are being tuken.
In fuct the object of moving this resolution i« to have effective  steps
taken in this connection I that is done, the matier is at an end. The
Hon'ble Minister has told the Council that o large sum of money will be
nncessary for having monthly bactenological examinations.  But Gov-
ernment ought not to grudge to incur this expenditure to save millions
of the people. Tt v o matter for consideration whether T should press
that monthly examinations be  held.  Rather I should think that
examinations be made from time to time and at reasonable intervals and
that will be sufficient for the purpose of meeting the point at issue.
Government will be in n position to know in which mills sterilisation is
not done and in which mills it s done. 1 do not wish to press the resolu-
tion at present, as I know very well that the Hon'ble Minister has
sympathy from tho heart. I am led to think that he may be in a position
to carry out the merits of the resolution 1 have submittad to the
Council. I nothing be done, 1 will trouble the Council once more.

One thing more I would submit to the Council. The River Pollution
Preventive Act is an Act which we have been dreaming for a long time.

The Hon'le Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: You will not have
to dream very long.
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Rei MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: When the matter
was brought before the old Council, the Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur
gave us an inkling of this matter. He also told us at the time that
there would be a River Poilution Preventive Act. ! am not sure, how-
ever, whether the River Poliution Preventive Act will be confined to
Bengal or to the whole of Irdia. But that is u subject for the Council
to consider. What T do submit to the Council in—save us from the

_niver pollution. The Act will come into operatiou  perhaps after
dor 4 years. Are we o sit quite or are we not to take steps on the ground
of public health? 1%e Hon'ble Minister suys that there will be a
River Pollution Preventive A«t, but the Act will not satisfy me nor my
constituency’ at all. T repeat that eflective steps be tuken af once.
However, in view of the definite assurance given by the Hon’ble Miniater,
1 am obliged at present to withdraw the resolution to-day.

The resolution was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn.

Withdrawal of resolutions.
The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Owing to the absence of Maulvi

Azaharuddin Ahmed and Maulvi Abdul Jubbar Pahlowan the following
resolutions standing in their names respectively, are desmed to be with-
drawn : — *

* This Council  recommends to the (Government that the real-
tation of interest on arreavs of rent in excess of  the rate fixed by
Government be declared illegal even when the creditors have previous
contracts with the debtors.”’

“ This Council recommends to the Goverument that the village
chaukidan system be immedtely abolished."

Diet exponses of Indian patients,
Dr. HASSAN SUHRAWARDY: [ move that ““ this Council

recommends to the Government that the allowanece of diet oxpanses of
Indian patients per head in  the Medical College  Hoapital, the
Campbell Hospital, and other Government Hospitals be brought up to
the same uniform standard a: for patients who wre clasned as Europeans.”

The House might remember that in answer to a questionsput by me
at the last session, the Hon'ble Sir Surendra Nugh Banerjea repliod
that theediet expenses allowed for all claases of Indian patienta at the
Medical (‘ollege Hospital uud the Campbhell School Hoapital i« nearly
half of what is allowed to Kuropean paticuts and (hose gclasved as
European and to Indisn Chrirtians.

This matter has for a very long time been causing a lot of bad
feeling in the minds of the Indian community. During the incumbency
of the late Sir Pardev Lukis, the late popular and kind-bearted
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Principal of the Medical College, the diet expenees of Indian patients
were brought up to a higher standard, and definite nttempts were made
to improve its quality for the first time within recent years. It often
happens—and T bave got experience of the fact us 1 was House Surgeon
in the Medical College Hospital—that one cannot diet a patient of the
bhadraloy class within the standard ccale of diet expenses allowed per
head. The diet seale was increased from nearly Rs.0-4-0 to Rs. 0-6-6
by Colonel Lukin, very recently it has been increased to Rs. 0-8-0.
But iy these hard times, it does not carry one very far. What T feel
in that the expenditure on milk and sago could not be higher for

Europeans than it is for Indians.
L3

8ir ABUTOSH CHAUDHURI: I« the rice and milk of two different

kinds?

Dr. HASSAN SUHRAWARDY: | cannot sny for the mil'k. but I am
afruid the rice iv of a different quality.

However, it ix quite possible that people whe are brought up to
o higher stundard of hving  will require greater expenditure gs
compared with those who mie brought up to & simpler mode of life;
but T fuil (o see how milk and sago could cost more for one and leas
for unother, .

8ir ASUTOSH CHAUDHURI: Is the milk supplied by two

different contraetors ¥

Dr. HASSAN SUHRAWARDY: | do not think so.

At any rate, it ax only convalescent Tndmn ana Buropean patienta
or those who are  waiting in hospital for an  operation who would
require different kinds of diet.

It seems a curious  anomaly that o bhadrelog  Bengali  patient
gete R, 0-8-0 o day. while his servant, af he be an Indian Christn,
can get Reo 1-0-0 o day as the hat of his dier expenses.  Therefore,
what I suggest to the Housw aud to the Hon'We Minister ia that the
limit of diet expensex should be brought up to the sume standacd for
all claswen, irrespective whether they nre Europeuns, Indians Africans
or Indian Christinns.  They  should all have the  same limig of  diet
expennes and get a diet according to what the Doctor thinks is best
for them. [ do uot think it i impossible for an Indian patient suffering
from pneumonia to get more than Rs. 0-8-0 a day. T think he can be
allowed a fow annas more as extras if ordered by the House Suvgeon but
a0 can the Furopean patients get extras, but there is a limit to giving
extras. {1 a House Surgeon acquires a reputation of giving extras to
@ large number of his patients, he will acon find his place outside the
wards. Therefore, it is obvious, apecially at the present time, that all
invidious distinctions should be removed. We are abolishing the invidi.
ous distinctions in the jails between higher and lower clasees of
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Indian political prisoners and between Europeans and Indians, and ]

moved a resolution the other day to this effect which has been passed

by this House.

I trust that the Hon'ble 8&ir Abd-ur-Rabim’s régime will be remem-
bered by these changen over and above what have been already inaugu-
rated by him for the improvement of the Jail dict penersily. T am sure
that for the sick people of all classes, a uniform standard of allowance for
diet, in all Government Hospitals will mark the administration of our
worthy and popular Migister, the Hon*ble Sir Sureudra Nath Banerjen,
who has already brought about o much reforms v the medical depart-
ment, often, g the words of n  distinguished member of the Indian
Medical Service, with a superb disregard for the ** red tape.””

Dr. JATINDRA NATN MOITRA: | huve gieat pleasure in support-
ing the resolution of my fiiend Dr. Suhruwardy, 1 have personally
worked foreeveral years i the premier Medienl College of Bengal and
have alwayu felt the need of improviug the diet ot Indian patients on
swvern]l oceasions.  Several members of this Coaneil felt the need as
will be evidenced by the several interpellations here on this particular
subject, and Dr. Suhrawardy has ehieited the repiy that Indian patients
nowadays get Ra. 0-8-0 each n day, while the Furopesns get Re. 1-0-0
engh o day.  In 1910.ethat is the lost sear when T was House Surgeon
i the Medical  College, 1t was Rs. 046 for  Indian  patients  and
Rs. 0-12-0 for European patients.  The Indian patients are as much
human beings ax European patients, and 1 do not understand why a
racisl diserimination should be allowed even amongst the suffering
public.  The diet that is allewed to the Indian patients is generally
such as can hardly be  consumed by the  bhadialog clase,  especially
whet they are ill, and an improvement of the dietary is very urgently
called for.

oWith these few remarks, | wholeheartedly support the resolution.

The Hon'ble 8ir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: [.ot me tell the
House in connection with this resolution that I have been engaged
in considering this question since I assumed thie office of the Minister
in charge of the Medical Department. 1 thivk it was in April, or even
earlier, P wrote to Colonel Barnardo, who was then the Trincipal of the
Medical College, to look into thix matter. I had received gomplaints
from various quarters—and s popular Minister Leing accensible to all
necewsarily receives complaints from all sources—and so 1 asked him to
look into the matter and submit to me a report. In this connection, I said
that it would be a wise thing if he could see his way to appoigt & Com.
mittee of students for the purpose of supervisire the dietary arrange-
ments of Indian patienta. J am afrsid nothing came out of my sugges-
tion, but the question has nlways been present to my mind, and I thank
my friend Dr. Suhrawardy for bringing it up and placing it in this
authoritative fashion before the Council.
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O)ne or two misapprehensions appear to exis:, and I desire to take
adwantage of this opportunity to do my best to 1emove them. I do not
think that these distinctions to which reference has been made were
based upon racial considerations. Undoubtedly they are liable to
that interpretation. 1 quite admit that, but I think—and 1 can speak
an an independent person unconnected with Government—-that what was
at the huck of the mind of the Government in those davs was that the
hahits of the two classes of patients were different and consequently
this distinetion was made. That, T believe, LED) really the motive that
underlay these distinctions to which reference has been made. I, at
any rate, and I am sure this Council will give we credit for it, would
strongly ohject to the insuguration or the continuance of racial distine-
tionx of any kind in any department over whicli ] have the honour to
preside.  Therefore, T would ask the Council tn dismiss from their
minds all considerations uffecting the reinl question. 1 think there
isn grievance--a substantial grievance—in this matter to whith reference
has heen made in the public press and on the public platform, and it
w o grievance which Government is bound m duty to consider. Tt is
a knotty, o difficult and s delicate question T propose on belalf ot
Government fo appoint a committee for the purpose of looking inte this
matter and submit n report, and 1T wonld strarght ot mention the mames
of the members of the committee.  The Principal 6f the Medical College,
Sir Nil Ratan Sarkar, Dr. Wassan Subrawardyv, and M1 Mrgendra Tal
Mitter will form the committee,  Gavernment will appoint a committee
consisting of these gentlemen to look into this matter and submit a report
to Government at an early date. 1 hope my friend will be satisfied with
this and see his way to withdruw his resolution,

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: | suggest that a few more names
should be added.

Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: In that case 1t will be soo

cumbrous,

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: M.y I inquire if Indian
potients can digest less than Europegn patients ®

Dr. HASSAN BSUHRAWARDY: I have already answered the
question put by Babu Surendra Nath Mallik. It is only during the
period of %onvalescence or in the case of persons waiting in hospitals
for operation that wny distinction ean take place.

As to the terms of reference to the committee, 1 take it we shall have
our duties clearly laid down and we shall do our best. The committee
which thé Hon'ble Mimister has proposed, 1 think, will be able to do
the work very well. Sir Nil Ratan Sarkar is well known to the medical
profeasion and outsidé, and Dr. Mrigendra Lal Mitter was for nearly
10 vears the Teacher of Surgery in the Campbell Medical School and is
now the Professor of Snrgery in the Carmichael Medical College at
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Belgatchia and Surgeon to the College Hospital. Both these gentle-
men are very experienced persons with knowledge of dieting in the
Coampbell Hospital and in institutions outside the Medical College. The
vther member proposed is the Principul of the Medical Cullege. who is the
administrative head of the Medicul College and Hospitals connected
with it. T have also been mentioned as a mewber of the proposed
committee. 1 was also connected with the Medical College and the
.College Huspital, with some breaks on and off from 1908 to 1916, anu
may be of some service, I accept the Hon'ble Minister's suggestion for
the appointment of a committee to look into the details of the points
raised in this resolution and on that assuranece 1 do not press my
resolution.
The motion was then, by leuve of the Council, withdrawn,

Bengal Leper Settloment.
Mr, J. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: [ move that ** this Council

recommends to the Government that a sum of Rs. 50,000 be provided in
the ensuing budget so that un immediate start may be made with the
construction of the Bengal Leper Settlement, the land huving been
procured for the Government by private gift."”

*1 ask the Counell to support this resolution. A generous donor
having provided the money necessury for the purchase of the land and
the Government thus having procured a site of 700 acres i Midnapore
district for a leper seftlement.  Thix site was selected upon the advice
of experts, who agreed that it would furnish all the requirements
necessary for the making of an ideal Leper Settlement.

The fuets briefly put are that a draft scheme for a Leper Settloment
for 1,000 lepers was drawn up at the request of the Government by the
Mission to Lepers Secretary for Indin and tentatively approved by the
Government. The scheme will cost Ra. 4.00.000 hut the amount will he
apread over a number of vears, and I fear that if this amount, Ra. 50,000,
is not provided for in the ensuing budget. then the scheme will be held
up for another vear.

I feel the ense is so urgent and important that this Council will give
fullvy thetr sympathy and support.

All must have the utmost regret that this awful scourge lkﬂ“ld be 8o
prevalent in Bengal. .

Accogling to the census of 1911, there are 17,483 lepers in this
province and authoritative experts state that these figures are under-
estimated, that 50 per cent. should be added to this. 1In thg report of
the Commissioner of the Burdwan Disision, dated the 10th April, 1820,
the following statement is made:— )

The district of Bankurs is described in the census report of 1911 as the blackest
leper spot in the whole of India. Out of every 10,000 popalation ss many as 23
were found to be lepers.
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These figures are appalling ang:s lesting disgrace to Bengal. The pre-
sefit Asylum in Bengal provides accommodation for only 534 lepers.
This new scheme for a Jeper Settlement will accommodate 1, 000 lepers,
with possibilities of enlarging; therefore, I trust to-day will be the
commencement of the wiping out of this disgraceful and unenviable
position we hold in Bengal.

We know that leprosy was, at one time, prevalent in Europe; that by
the aid of sanitation, isolation und cleanliness, it has heen driven out
except, perhaps, in Turkey and—a few, very {ew cases—in Norway.
Thus we know thut this lamentable und preventable disease can, by
proper treatment, he eradicated from this province.

The Asylum in Bankura is maintained hy the Mission to Lepers, with
aid from Government. Tt can only care for 158 lepers, while the number
of mendicant lepers in this district is over 1,000. T ask you, Sir, how
is it possible to utilize the amended Leper Act, when (fovermment does
not provide Asylums?

The following list will show that Bengal does less for these unfortu-

nate creatures than any provinee in India:— ‘
Paogs!. Bibac. Mndrae r:::’:;-.
Lepers 17,482 16,935 Y 16,648 14,500 °
(In Asylum) 534 1,436 935 891
Tombay. P‘::;“‘;:." Barms. Aseam. Puoojab,
Lopors e 10,303 7307 7.039 4,372 3,094
(ln Awylun) .- 1054 1,40% 593 103 360
Fatimated number in India . 1,50 00
Patto in Asylum 8 890

Surely it becomes this Legialative Council to endeavour to eradicate
this disgrace! By granting the sum of Rs. 50,000, this.beipg all that is
required at present to make a most meedful immediate commencement to
reduce this lamentable disease, and since the entire scheme is estimated
to cost Ra. 4,00,000 and as the amount would be required in instalments
apreading over a period of about four years; thus not bampering the
tax-payer with a large amount in any particular year. Think what a
relief wowtd be afforded to these poor suffering creatures by enabling
them to receive proper wedical treatment in a sanatorium equipped to
adninister prophylactio and therapeutic aid.

We must also realise the colossal safeguard and relief that such an
institutiod would be to the citisens and visitors to Bengal. *

Do you realise the danger of contagion we all enceunter through the
present state of affairs? Money is handled by these unfortunate people,
they have to bathe, they sometimes hunslle groceries and food-stuffs, and
clothing. 7
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thle recognising that leprosy iy most prevalent among the eastes
which stand very low on the soci nomic Iadder, it is not un-
knows amongst the middle and samindar &lasses,

The Police census of 1919 gives the number of over 1,100 lepcr beg-
gars in Calcutta. This must be stopped. We must get at and prosecute
those human vampires who fatten on others misfortune; I refer to ths
sirdar lepers, who finding that the kindly and charitably disposed readily

. part with money in answer to appeals from these poor (reu(umn thereby
bringing profit to thox.nselves

This menace to the health of the community should be ended now that
the amended, Leper Act of last year makes it possible for any Provincial
Government to compulsorily cegregate the pauper and begging lepers in
its province.

We must free the atrootu from these unsightly infected lu-ggur« in
Calcutta and the surrounding villages. Thux not enly allevinting " their
misery but preventing the spreading of contagion and infection among
those who come in touch with them.

Tt us start ﬂnn structure. This building which shall be n monu-
ment of respeet, care and thoughtful consideratin of a humane Govern.
ment; also an exhibition of the wonderful and enterprising work done
by ** The Mission to Iepers.”’

The additional funds which are necessary to meet this expemlxturc-
would probably be less than the amount of monews that are indiscrimin-
ately given to beggars, and may be questionable charities.

Such an institution will welcome those unfortunates whether they he
Hindus, Muhammadans, Rajputs, Brabming or the untouchables,--afl
custes and religions will be respected.  The motto will be: ** Whosoever
turneth you away as the despised and rejected, we will ring out in clear
clarion notes, welcome, welcome; (hu home 48 apen for you; our
seyvices are gt your disposal, enter ye in.’ ‘

Once thi“itution i# organised and run ugder the intelligent and
experignced supervision of ‘“The Mimion to Lepers, ' it will be a small

lrxﬂpon the Government.

The Mission to Lepers will have experts in charge of the Hygiene,
Agriculure and other departmenta. Under the direction of"a Superin-
tendent, the inmates cultivate their food-crops.

The Mission to Lepers state that * en(;hkper costs on {he average
Rs. 5-8 per mensem, and when clothing, med!c]&u and other charges
are added, it totals about Rs. 8-8 per inmate pér méthem.” T beg you

sigh this mattée. Realise that through the expenditure of Ra. 50,000,
a8 commencement will be made towconstruct an institution which will
altimately render » lasting eervice and in fact daty to humanity. - )

, Ifthl:uuntuuotprmdodforinthhynrubndpttbunmm
‘ghete twelwe Months’ time will e wasted.
1]
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I would also plead for this grant, bwn:a, once s commencement is
made there are possibilities frobabilities of help elsewhere. It is
well known of the world-wide ressarch work done by the Rockfeller
Foundation. Their large contributions in France for the lessening of
tuberowlosis, their gift to China of seven million dollars (§7,000,000)
_for the construction of Hospitals and Laboratories in China® where re-
search work is to be done, and their large gift only recently made to
medical research work in England. We know that their representative
has been here investigating thg pussibilities of assistance towards the
study of diseases, I understand that so far as th¥ research work in India
is concerned their intention is to study the ** Hookworm '’ and the giving
of some odd scholarships to medical students equipped to take up post-
graduate work. *

Leprogy is certainly included among the@iseases, which as yet are -
not sntirely known especially in regard to a permanent cure; therefore,
are there not possibilities of a great Institution assisting if the Govern-
ment itself is endeavouring to lessen this disease, though unable to do so
alone, because of the present poverty of India, wks cannot guvldt
sufficient funds to carry on? ) ) N

This Asylum (or if you prefer to call it Mission to Tepers) will fyrnish
adequate means for research work. .

We are aware that darge contributions to the Victoria Memofial
Funds wers made by Jadian gentlemen shortly before the arrival of His
Royal Highness th# Prince of Wales, and that the committee for the
Victoria Memorial Funds has o balance in the Treasury. I would
suggest that any surplua which in now available could not be put to a
bettey purpose than the construction of this Teper Settlement.

The most impressive spsech 1 have heard in this House has been the
clear ringing notes 8 .an impassioned and earnest appeal from Sir Suren-
dra Nath Banerjea for the health of his countrymen—J hope that t{is
appeal that I make to-day on behalf of his countrwm have his
active sympathy and stipport. . ) ‘

India is the only country in the world where lepers are allgwed to
mingle freely with the healthy population. This is a disgrane to India
apd its rujers. A stigma, T hope, they will soon free themselves from.

The wealth of a nation is its people and it is undowbtedly ' the first
duty of ary Government to look after the health of its people. ’

Surely it is nnngc.qurto plead more on bebalf of the Bengal Leper
Settlement. - . *

I rely upon the wise judgment and genercsity of the Council to pup- _
port this Yesolution. *

Sebu RIGHINDRA NATH “Rm! In the last semsion and in oy
“the session hefore lest, I gave nofice v a motion of almost o mnﬂn%w;'A
saggro. In that resclution, I intended to recommend #0 C:oviimmiett ™
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the sotablishment and maintphance of a leper colony or settlement in the
distriet of Bankura for the exclusive use of the lepers of that distriet;
but it could pot be taken up as the time limit was reached. We'have
already heard from the mover that the district of Bankura is marked as
the blackest leper apot in the whole of India. Frdin the census héfore -
last in 1911, and within nine years, on a rough calculation made by the-
late Collector, Mr. Vas, it was found that there was a rise of at Isast
50 per cent. of lepers in that district. So it is now high time for the
Government to put a mya to this increass in that district. I upderstand
that the site that has been selected for the leper settlement is the district
of Midnapore. Midnapore nnd Bankura are contiguous places and so, 1
think, the Jepers of the Iatter district may very conveniently use the
present settlement proposed. Then, 1 think, this demaud will not fall
entirely on public revenues. I understand that a gemerous 8onor has
made a gift of Rs. 50,000 to the Mission to the lepers in the East,~and
the Mission*has trunsferred this sum te (Government with an addition of .
Rs. 10,000, and if out of that Rs. (0,008, /Rx. 50,000 is granted to the
de'mnq@ that is mulile, I think it will serve a very useful purpose.
* I support Qé resolution.
"Y P

Mr. H. A. 8TARK: T risg to give my _whale-hearted quppo;t to the
reselution moved by Mr. J. Campbell Forreger for the allotment of
Rs. 50,000 for the construction of the Beugal Leper Settlement. It is
perhaps not geeemlly realised that the scourge h’may claims more
victims in Bengal than in any other part of India: and that the cruel
disease w.worst hoth in respect of numbers and virulence in the district
of Bapkurg. T huve nolyseen any explanation of the phenomenon, but
there is a well-defined zone of leprosy igwestern Bengal and the con-
terminous districts of Bihar and Urissa. IE%élffmBirbhum, penetrates
northern ad western Burdwan, stretches infs""Mwnbhum, and takes
inte ita sweep Bankura, Midnapore; Singhfeum, Mayurbbanj, Keonjhar,
the subdiviei Bhadrak and Jaipur, 2l figally {étminates along
the sea-coast of Puri and Gapjam. I speak for the most part of areas
over willeh I have travelled, and' in which I have worked from village
to 'village. ~3 have tisited the Leper Asylums at Asansol, Reniganj,
Purulia, Bankura and Baripada. For two vears 1 lived within sight
of the lafge Lepar Settlemens in Purulia, probably still the lasgest Leper
Asylum in India~—an Asylum established by a missionary endbhis wife,
and by them dedicated to the memory of Oh sfant daughter, who
cdfitracted the fell disease from her ayah. 1 wasMCihe time to which
1 refer, Divisional Inspector of Schools, and in the aeurse of my duties
1 bad to inspect thé school for lepgr ohildren. There were @ome two
hundred of theee unfortunate hdl:lu w;: pi;i.hl : n;:.:h horrop- -

" “3depigged in_the face of » omoce ild, when the omingys,

i ,black spot M on my pext visit to-find the poor cmai.ﬁ'

obleVation witds, and fimally in the wards for declared lepers. 3
5a
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could it escape infection, when, as n babe in arms, lf had been nourished

* at’the breast of its laper mother, and been caressed by her scprred hands?

8|r I would not lurrov'you or.my colleagues by dywelling on what must
canno*each s pang. This 1 }now that if you had seen the physical
q:q‘lﬁ' ‘and the mental anguish which I have seen in leper colonies; that

. if you Yad neen the henevolapt ministrations of those hrave men and

braver women who are ‘devoting their lives ‘to the alleviation of the
sulterings of thd loathed 1éper; that if you had seen little ones saved ffom
the fisual hbritage-of their unhappy birth, I feel conﬁdent that you would
with alserity advise Government to prnvlde the modest sum of Rs 50,000
for the constructben of the Bengal Leper Settlement. *

For be it remembered, that lepers will gravitate to a luxge city like
Calcutta where alma may be received on a larger scale than elsewhere.
We know that lepers are disinclined to enter Leper Asylums; but even
if they were disposed to go into>voluntary ‘segregation there are not

.sufficient ns\lumu for them, ] #mve seen thm———\ ' Huve 'seen, them—

journeying hv steamer and train, entering crowded_decks and compart-

-monts ; never paying their fare, hecause they know thho one wxﬂcoﬂect

their tickets. And thus the general publu runs the rigk of oontagmn
and that dread disease is on the increase is proved by the decennial cen-
susea.  [f it is imperative that in the interests of the community at large,
lepers should not be abfé tovoam the country at pleasure, it is incumbent
upon the legislators and administrators of the Province to provide segre-
gation settlements for lepers. For whatever.other objects money may
be searce, it ought to be found in abundance for the shunned and for-
shken, the unsightly and doomed leper. b

)

Bsbu ANNABA CHARAN DUTTA} I fully assaciate ﬁhnys@lf with
the observations made by the mover and the gentlemen following him
in urging the cause of such a miserable and wretched section of the
people. At the same time, I am vety sorry that I cannot supportethe
resolution as #"stands, On the face of it, the resolutj ‘sppurs to me
to be a little vague. We do mot quite understand”what ahape the
propoaal for starting a lepor settlemett is #o-take, whese it 8 to, be
located, and before doing all these thingn. or iz other words witHout
#rmulating -a project; without getting administrative sanction, pou
simply try to bind the hasds of Governmegt to allot Rs. 50, 600 in the
budget ixdﬂ starts wnh a big deficit.

Mr. 3. Olmtl FOR.!“IR! May I rise to a point.of
explanation? that the acheme bad been already appr&wd of* 1
only uked for R&. 50,000 io give a start to the scheme.

Buve ANNAGA OHARAN DUYTAL T thank the-mover fap the
tion. But it does not take the<point any oy, We pitheP '

soept he resolution or reject it as it has been w A tail to find
ﬂupmmt_untmdnnndl for mywelf, donot‘no&o%
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of readily confinipg  perticular item of Rs. 50,000 in the coming year's

budget whigh has Yoea presented to-day and we shall soon have an

opportunity of discugeing later on. In erder to meet several inevitgble

items of expenditure, we have been really taxing people in different

ways and in the words of a certain gentlemen have made oursel¥es so

unpopular that we should think thrice bafore eurmarking Ra. 50,000 for-
sny project however noble it is. We hatl better leave the hands of,
Government free; and then, if we find that $noney is Yorthcoming, we '
‘may suggest to them that provision may be made fag the ﬁroje!!t,‘ As

the subject now before the Council is a transferred one, in my opiniém,

the present resolution will be binding upon thé Lgp'ht:r to allot that

sum from wBatever source it nay be available. Among otlrer projects

referring to sanitation, medical aid und the like cannot be taken up for

want of funds and now that we may be ruising some funds by rather

unpleasant means, I do npt see any.reason why nt the very outset one

project should have preference over athers. We should keep Uowi;n:

ment free as to which offthese projects should be first taken up. 8o with

these observationg, 'while fully sympathising -with the noble project ig

véow, T submit that the Council should not accept the proposal to earmark

Ru. 50,000 in {he coming yeur’s budget as requested in the resolution.

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: T beg to support
th® resolution. This Yuestion was raised &y mauy of us in the old
Council and there was a full discussion in thus connection.  Unfortu-
nately, I moved an amendment to the original proposition and the original
proposiion having been withdrawn my amendment failed. 1 there-
fore take this opportunity to-day to support the resolution. 4

The Hdn'ble Sir .U‘llan NATH BANEWSBA: What was the
original proposal ?

Rai MAHENDRA d‘llﬂm MITRA Bahadwrs The original pro-
polition was 4o apply the Act 1o Cslcutia only and mygmendment was
to extend it te the mufassal also.

Now, Sir, the question hefors the*Council is tlia. There are mission-
arfps in sevéTh! mifassal “Tistricts who are helping the lepers and it
is through their philanthrapic efforts that the lopers get some relief.
I'must agd here that Government also are g o groat deal. T malle
personal investiggtions in &his connection when I had thy honour wnd*
pleasure to move an amendment in the old Legislative Codheil. We
are grateful to Government for thé efforts made fhepein. Bome contri-
bation is%iven to the missionaries and the rewult if that'they are getting °
some help from Governmeat. But, 8ir, this is only a spasmodic help.
There is no regular asylum here. Jn Hooghly the number aflopm ]

;Soull whereas ¥n Bankura a& Midnapore s & large number
. lepers. Timee il Act whith ia very imelagtio. I do nota%
th;mwhp it was made’in the year 1908 oz so. %4’

woquently it is » matter for eonsideration what stepe sbould be
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conld it escape infection, when, as a babe in arms, 1t hui been nourished
at the breast of its leper mother, and been caressed by her scgrred hands?
8ir, 1 would not harrow*you or my colleagues by dwelling on what must
cause’each a pang. This 1 Tmow that if you had seen the physical
ago¥y and the mental anguish which I have seen in leper colonies; that
if you Yiad seen the benevolant ministrations of those brave men and
braver women who are devoting their lives ‘to the alleviation of the
sufferings of thé loathed 1éper; that if you had seen little ones saved from
the fsual hbritage-of their unhappy hirth, I feel conﬁdant that you would
with alaerity advise Government to prmlde the modest sum of Rn 50,0006
for the (nnslrm thon of the Bengal Leper Settlement. =

For be it remembered, that lepers will gravitate to a large city like
Calcutta where alms may be received on a larger scale than elsewhere.
We know that lepers are disinelined to enter Leper Asylums; but even
it they were disposed to go into voluntary -segregation there are not
sufficient nu\lums for them. ]-¥mve seen thm——wm knve 'seen, them—
journeying hv stenmer and train, entering crowded decks and compart-
-ments; never paying their fare, because they know thq‘WO one will ('oﬂe('t
their tickets. And thus the general puhh« runs the rigk of (‘ontugmn
and that dread disease is on the increase is proved by the decennial cen-
suses.  If it is imperative that in the intetests of the community at large,
lepers should not be able-taronm the country at pleasure, it is incumbent
upon the legislators and administrators of the Province to provide segre-
gation setilements for lepers.  Far whatever.other objerts money may
be scarce, it ought to be found in abundance for the shunned and for-
saken, the unsightly and doomed leper. -

) ¥

Babu ANNABA CHARAN DUTTA: I fully associnte myself with
the observations made by the mover und the gentlemen following him
in urging the cause of such a miscrable and wretched section of the
people. At the same time, {1 am very sorry that I cannot supporte the
resolution as #stands. On the face of it, the remluﬂqneppearu to me
to be a little vague. We do ot quue understand” what shape the
proposal for starting a leper settlemelt is do-take, where it 9 to be
located, and before doing all these things, or in other words witBout
formulating a project, withoul getting administrative sanction, you
simply try to bind the hamds of Govemmeet to allot Rs. 50,600 in the
budget which atarts 'nth a big deficit.

Mr. 9. cnumn FORRESTER: May I rise to point,. of
explanation? Txaid that the scheme had been already nppr&ved of* 1
only uskod for Ré. 50,000 to give a start to the scheme. ‘

Rake ANNADA OHARAN DUYTAL I thank the -mover fop. the

Apglanation. But it does not take the-point any mq We tlﬂuf‘

opt{ho resolution or rejest it as it has been w A tail to find
ﬁupcmlcpm;wtundmdoudl for myself, do not“vee the Wisdom
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of readily confinipg a perticular item of Rs. 50,000 in the coming year’s
budget which has heea presented to-day and we ahall soon have an
opportunity of discugsing later on. In arder to meet severat inevitable
items of expenditure, we have been really taxing people in different
ways and in the words of a certain gentlemen have made oursel¥es so
unpopular that we should think thrice before earmarking Rs. 50,000 for
any project however noble it is. We had better leave the hands of,
Government free; and then, if we find that Snoney is Yorthcoming, we
‘may suggest to them that provision may be made for the ﬁnﬂ«‘t;’ As
the subject now before the Council is a transferred ane, in my Gpinidm,
the present resohation will be binding upon thé .\(:mhh;r to allot that
sum from whatever source it nay be availuble. Among other projecta
reforring to sanitation, medical aid and the like cannot be taken up for
want of funds and now that we may be raising some funds by rather
unpleasant means, I do not see any. resson why nt the very cutast one
project should have preference over ojhers. We should keep Gtovern-
ment free as to which nffthese projects should be first taken up. 8o with
these obscrvationg, while fully sympathining with the noble project ig
wiew, T submit that the Council should not accept the proposal to carmark
R, 50,000 in the coming vear's budget as requested in the resolution.

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I beg to support
thd resolution. This Yuestion wus raised By many of us in  the old
Council and there was a full discussion in this connection. Unfortu-
nately, I moved au amendme nt to the original proposition and the original
proposition having been withdrawn my amendment failed. 1 there-
fore tale this opportunity to-day to support the regolution.

The Hon'ble 8ir SURENDRA NATH BANENFBR: What was the
original proposal ¥ .

Rai MANENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: The original pro-
polition was $0 apply the Act to Caleutts only and my,gmendment was
to extend it to the mufassal also,

Now, 8ir, the question hefora the Council is thin. There are mission-
arjps in sevéfal miifassal “districts who are helping the lepers and it
ia through their phﬂnnthljpp'c efforts that the lepers Re some relief.
I must agd here that Government also are helpifig a great ‘déal. T mulle
personal investigations in #his connection when T had thy honour and
pleasure to move an smendment in the old Legislative Cotheil. We
sre grateful o Government for the efforta made thepein. Some contri.
bation is§iven to the missionaries and the result if that'they are getting
some help from Guvernment. But, 8ir, this is only & spasmodic help.
There is no regular asylum here. Aln Hooghly the number of lepers is

. suall whereas in Bankura and Midnapore thely 1o & large number
lepers. T Wanl Act whith is very inelagtic. I do not
remeapber yoar—perhaps it was made’in the year 1008 or so. .
sequently it is s matter for copsideration what steps should be takes
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in connection with the subject for the relief of the lepers. It is neces-
sary, ns has been proposed by the mover, Mr. Campbell Porrester, that
there should be an asylum. The question is how to start it. He
suggests an allotment of R, 50,000 for the purpase.

Mr. J. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: Muy [ rise to a point of explana-
tion? 1 did not suggest that Rs. 50,000 only should be allotted for
the purpose. I swd that it was a scheme of Rs. 4,00,000 and that
Re. 50,000 in required as u first instalment, '

L]

Rai MAHENDRA GHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: 1 have got the
resolytion before me and 1T am talking on the resolution as I find it.

My submission to the Counerl is that there ought to be a scheme so
that it muy be placed before the Council. 1 have given you a brief
history a~ to how these matters are taken up by the missionaries, but
I wish thut u definte seBime should be prepared with the approval of
Government and providing i it all the requitements thut are neces-
sty this o done, my submission to the Couvneil is that Govern-
ment onght to take up ths subject at onve. Now Government ought
not to suy heve that Reo H0,000 1< o large  amount. T emphatically
assert that for the sake of humanty it is a colemy duty of Government
to take up this subject for the relief of the lepegs. Mhere are cholgra
hospitale in Bengal hut there is no such thing for the lepers. Tt s
highlv necossy that there should be a leper wettlement in Bengal.
I oean say with all the smphasis T can command that no one feels more
strougly, than T do becanse T have persongdly ciused inquiries to be
made. T have ale taken into consuderntion the number of lepers who
are wandering from @ne street to another, begging fromy door 10 door
but there 15 none to help them.

" ot

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahgdur: 1 rise to support the reso-
lution which hag bean moved by Myl Campbell Forrester and 1 am stire
that the uppeal he has made to the Hon'ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea
has nut besn mude in vain, for | remember—I was a student “in  those
duys—when Sir Surendra Nath Banerjen, theenerable Iéader of the
people, om the occusion of that grand puble meeting  which was  held
under the presidency of S Stuart Bayley in*this very hall, to aljow a fit-
ting recephiop to Hiv Royal Hiyghuess Prinee Albert Victor, came here
with the Ronsidered opinion of the citisens of Calcutta that the amount
that was raised for the reception of His Roval Highness should he
thvoted for the parpose of erecting a leper asylum. 1 vividly temember
the euthusiamn with which that resolution was carried by the people
present off the ogeasion. I therefore think that the appeal which hae
heen made by Mr. C‘\ﬂd] Forrester and the Hon'ble Minister has not
beeq made in vain.  As regards the scheme much lighthas been throwu
by the inquiry. that has beenmade by Babu Anuada.Charad Dutts. 1
find that admipistrative sanction has nlready been given to the scheme
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and further that the scheme is well in the hands of the Government

and I believe Government is prepared to allot u certain sum of

money in this yvear's budget for this scheme, I believe on this nccanion

uo bomily is required to be administered to the very modest request

that has been made by Mr. Forrester on behalf of the lepers of

Bengal. T am sure that it is the intention of Government und

of the mover of the resolution that the proposed mstitution should be
.thrown open to all classes of people. With that understanding, T sup-

port the mover of the rgsolution. :

Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: I think it is not at ;l] necessury for this
House to make any speech to unfold the utility of this humtane proposal.
Enough has been suid by the mover as well ux by Mr Stark und the Rai
Bahadur which has the fullest support of the whole House. 1 have my-
welf personallv seen instances when these lepersdad rushed into the hauses
of people f8r succour: and though they recuiled at the sight, vet they
were bound to come to their rescue from a humanitarisn pont of view,
These persons, for the sake of humnnity, shibld be heiped by everybady
and for the sake of public health as also for public safety  should he
segregated so that they might not spread contagion to other<. 1 think
1t s the duty of eweryhody as well a¢ of the Government to lend a helping
hand in constructing @ leper asylum and keeping it up.

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ spoke in the vernacular in support
of the resolution  The English translation  of hiw speech 18 given
below :— .

My thunks are due to the mover of this resolution for this nttempt at
huinanitarmnism.  There 15 a popular belief that leprosy which 1w term-
ed 1noour  country s g ' Mahubyadhs 7 s beyond cure It i haghly
casential thut royal pywer should be applied for the trentment und nurs-
ing of this misernble folk. With these few words, I support the mover

from the very core uf my heart.
*

The Hon'dle Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA; The wpeech
which the hon’ble mover hag mnde has appesled to me very strongly, for
throughgut my life I have héen o friend of the lepers.” My hon'ble
friend Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur has referred to an ipgident which*
took place in this very Town Hull in 1889, There wax u gr8t publie
meeting attended by the citizens ofCalcutta—the wealth, the talent,
the publie spirit of this great city and the suburbs were present. A
resolution was moved that a lurge sum of money should be spont mpon
lluminations and entertainments and things of that kind in %onour of
His Royal Highness Prince Albert Victor. I veftuged to move an amend-
ment that su.b{pntinl partion of that money be devoted to the purpose
of ameliorafing Buman suffering and that ft should be given to the Jeper
Asylum ip Calcutta. The amendment was carried. The meeting broke
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up. Fortunately for me, I was able to send Ru. 25,000 to the Leper
Asylum ai Calcutts, and I was made a Governor of that institution and 1
discharged that duty for some time. Therefore, no appeal was neces-
sary for the purpose of convincing me that something had to be dove in
connection with the lepers of this province. The statement which the
hon’ble mover read oiit =the statement showing the accommodation
provided m other provinces us compured with the accommodation provid.
ed in Bengnl--has come upon me as a puinful surprise.  We claimdo be
the foremost province an publie spurit, in philanthropy, in works of,
charity.  So far as punistration to the lepers is concerned, 1 #n afraid’
we have been  sudly  wenting in our duty and it scems to me that
the time has coms when we must make u definite advance, and bere
we have an opportumty for demgat. ] find that only one discordant
note has been sounded®in the course of the debute that has taken place.
Remgrks have been madedhere and there in connection with detuils but
they ure not of much importance; for instance, Rai Mahendia Chandra
Mitra Babadur has olserved that administrative sanction has not been
given to this metter, which however is not a fuet. 1 may st once
wention for the informution of this Council that T have to some extent
anbicipated the judgment of thin Council. Mr Oldgrieve saw me on
one or two occasions and we disenssed the matter and Lhave provided in
the Schedule of the Budget which has been placed da the table of members
wosum of e 25,000 for the purpose of this building  Therefore, we
huve abready anticipated what you want us to do. - We thonght, having
vegard to own finuneial pressure, the stiingency of the financial situation,
that R, £5,000 would be an adequate sum for <tarting this institution,
and thevefore we mude this proviaon,  And if the Conneil <o wishes
that we should make an advance in the mterest of humamty, in the inter-
est of the sulfering lepers, T will not stand 1 the way and Government
will wecept the proposal of the Counetl is so minded.  For we feel that it
1w illogienl and alhmost inbuman to roihpu]mrﬂ.\ sogregate lepers andeat
the same fime not to provide suflicient wecommodation for them.  Sir,
with regard to the Leper Act 1 muy gay wt once that | had had some hand
i it,  Some two or three years back we had an informal sonference in
the housg of the Commander-in-Chief- Sir Charles Munro—at Simla and
1 took purt in 4hat confersnce.  We had a-@scussion on the Hllb}t‘(‘l and
we suggested the Hioe upon which the Leper Act was to be framdd  The
Act has been go framed. That bemg so and there being this Act, it is a
statutory abligution upon us—it jo _an  obligation thrown upon the
Government to segregste these lepers, and therefore we as a Gogernment
feel'that it is unr bounden duty in the iuterest of humanity and justice to
provide syflivient aecommodution for them. Under the circumstances,
T feel we should take o substuntial step in  this direction. We have
provided s, 25,000 dubject, of course, to an important  proviso, wis.,
that the taxation Bills are passed.  Tf you do not pass e taxation Bills
ot if you restriet them to three years only then you cannot have this sum.
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Bubject to the taxation Bills being passed. ns recommended by the Select
Commitfes, we have provided in the Schedule Ras. 25,000 for this purpose
and I am prepured, on behalf of Government, to ruise this money if the
Council go wishes, provided agunin that these taxation Bills be passed.
This is the attitude of Government und I domot think st after this
assurunce my hon’ble friend will press his resolution.

Mr. J. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: [ huve listened with a great
* deal’of admiration and interest to the eloquent speeck of the Hon'ble Sir
." Surendms Nath Baner®a und I am very thankful to him for his sympathy.
1 am afraid that my speech ruised some misapprehension in the minds of
some of th®hon'ble members —perhaps 1 <hould have pluced more
emphasis upon my opening statement namely, that u deaft seheme for a
leper asylum to accommodate 1,000 lepers wus drawn up ut the request
of Government and the scheme has been approved of by the Geavernmant,
Tt will cogt Rx 4,00,000 und the amount will be spread ovér o number of
vears,  What T wanted was that R, 50,000 be allotted in this  yeur’s
budget us a first instalment, vtherwise the scheme will be held up  for
Jatother year  Tam ~orry Tdud not make ot cleur to the Couneil, but - 1
hope that, after this explanuntion, it will be the means of those members
who have oppused the scheme withdrawing their opposition,
o Listenng to the Hon'ble Sie Surendrn Nuth Banerjea, 1 was remind-
ed of a story. A street waif was eating an upple and his hungry  little
wate looked wistfully on, then 1 an uppealng  voice he  pleaded,
© Nay, mate, gnve me the core 0 There aint gom’ ta be no core,'”
was the reply of the stree waal  Tn thas case there is 1o be o core, but u |
vers small portion of w core, und T ask the Hon'ble Minister for o farger
portion of the core, so that this scheme may be pushed rapidly forward.
It s pleasant for me to leurn that the Hon'ble Minmter s so MY IR~
thetic and hus been it active touch with this laudable work for so long.
Lonly usk for Re BOWO. The supr as smadl, and anything less than
that smount will not attarn my ohject, und 1 trust this House will grant
me the full amount.

I regret sincerely thut we have ot in our midst to-duy the lata
Surgeon-Genersl Robinson, who had tuken such a deep intetent 11 this
work. -

The motion was then put und agreed 1o

At this stage the Council was udjourned for 15 nunutes®

Adjeurnment.

The Council met again after adjournment at 6G-20 r.u., bt owing lo
want of a guorum it was adjourned till J p.4. on Tueaday, the 22nd
instant, at the Jown Hall, Calcutta.
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Procesdings of the Bengal Legisiative Council assembiled un’r the
provisions of the Covernment of India Act. .

Tue Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Cnlcntta,
at 3 r.M. on Tuesduy, the 21st February, 1922

Present:

The Deputy-President in the Chair, the Hon’ble the four Members
of the Fxecutive ('ouncil, the Hon'hle the three Ministers, and 91 nomi-
nated and elected members,

8tarred Question
(to which oral answer was given).

Celiular confinement of two political prisoners in Pabna Jail.

*X1X. Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (2) Will the
Hon'ble the Member i charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be
pleased to state —
(1) whether 1t s a fuct that one Naresh Chandra Lahiri, a politie ul
prisoner,  conictel under  section 17 (73 of the (riminal
Law Amendment Act of 1908 and sentenced to theee gonths’
tigorous imprisonment  and s brother Probhas  Chandra
Lahirt, un under-teial political priconer  charged under the
same section of the same Act, have been confined 1o the
solitury eells i the Pabna distriet yail; and

() 1f the snawerisan the aftirmstive the reasons for and the
authority under which theg have been so confined, the firet
after, and the last hefore, his convietion ¥

(hy Will the Hon'ble the Member.be pleased to stute whether the non-
official visitors of the jails are entitled to know the reasons for
confinement in solitury cells?

(¢) 1§ the answer to () soin the negatine, will the Hou'hle the
Member lm_,'plmwo\l to stute the reasons for, or the rules or orders of
Uovernment, if any, under which, the uon-official visitors are so
barred ¥

(D 1s it not the “rule or pracudes or 13 there no order of the
(Government, to mention ‘such  contimements 1 solitary cells in the
convieted or under-trigl prisoners’ jail records or tickets ¥

(¢) Will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to state whether the
Jailurs or Superintendents of Juils or the Diatrict Magletrates can, of
their own sccord, order such confinement in solitary cells before or
after conwviction?

-
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T Ah :Jf 80, is not an order or note in wrifing to that effect required
by law or rule for such punishment *

{9):Pid the non-official visitors of the Pubua jail inguire into the
reasons’ for confinement of the prisuners mentioned in (a) above in the
solitary Cells¥ ‘

(h) If the answer to (y) is in the aflirmative. were they supplied
with all the information by the Julor regurding such confinement on
the duys they visited the Juil?

_ (0 Issta fact that the recent Government communiqué about the
treatment of the political prisoners in jails now was not sent to the juil
suthoritiea®f Pabua until the 4th Junuary, 19922 .

(7) Are the Government considering the  desirability of  wsning
orders to the authonities of all the jmls in the Presidency not to confine
political prisoners (both under-trin] and convieted) in the solitary cells
but to gife them every facihity for reading, writing, exercise and supply
of food and bedding from vutside and allowing visitors to see them if
HeCessury ¥

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS|
(the Hon'ble 8ir Abd-ur-Rahim): (1) They were kept in separute cells
kut not in solitury ml'nﬁm-xm-n(.

(1) The Supermtendent  reporte that he kept  these  prisoners
serarate becanse they defied the rule of the Vil Code and stirred up
trovbig amimg other prisoners The Prisons Act 1894, i the authority,’

(1) Yes, subject to the provisions of rule 65 of the Juil Code.

(o This question does not atise .

tdr Yes. Rule 733 of the Jwl Code may be seen.

tr) The Superintendent mgy awnrd all punishments prescribed by
the Prisons Act, which melude moluary, cellulur und separate confine-
ment  No officer, subordinate to a .\’luu-rnm-nvam, hias power to award
any punishment, but under vule 256G, the fwlor may lock a prisoner
ina cell. The Ihstrict Mugistrate has power to award punishments,
subject to the provisions of rute 52 of the Jail Code, "

(/).Yi'x. )

() and (k) Inquiry s being made.

(1) Printed copies of the rules regurding special clust prinoners,
to which the question probubly “vefers, were despatched on  the
3rd Janfary. . e

(7} The rules regarding confinement .n celln will bg found in
rules 256, 697 aud 712 to 714 of the Jail Code. With regard to the
privileges mentioned in the question, reference is invited to the rules
for specisl claas prisoners published 1n & communmiqué on  the
30th December, 1921. Government do not think it necensary to issue
any specisl order as suggested im-the question.
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Unstarred Questions
(anéwers to which were laid on the table).
8pecialist for water hyacinth problem.

162. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon'ble the
Minister in charge of the Depurtment of Agriculture and Industries be
pleased tu stute— .

(1) whether it ix a fact that a specialist has been engaged to
investigate into the means for destroying water Jyacinth;
(11) if so, what wenns have been recommended by him;

¥111) whether any cheap remedy has vet been found;

(1w) whether the Government are taking uny steps to do away with

’ the nuisance, other thun those preseribed by the district

hoard and municipal by-laws;
(r) whether any sum has yet been allotted tor such purposes; and
(r1) what 1s the qualifiention and pay per mensem of the specialist ¥

MINISTER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of ACRICULTURE and
and INDUSTRIES (the Hon'ble the Nawab 8aiyid Nawab Ali Chaud-
huri, Khan Bahadur): No speciudist has been engaged, but a Committee
composed of offictals and non-othewsls, with Sir J: C Bose as President,
has been appointed to wquire into the spread of water hyacinth in
Bangal angd to suggest measures for its erndication. The report of the
Committee is heing awaited.

Inspectors and auditors of the Co-operative Department,

163. Maulvi MAHAMMED MADASSUR HUSBAIN: (a) Is the
Hom ble the Mimister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and
Industries aware that the eleventh Cooperative Couference, while
rgpalvaing that the pay and prospects of the anspectors and  auditors
should be greatly improved, unanimotisly suggested that the pay and
Yrospects of the inspectors should be the same as those of the sub-deputy
collectors¥ .

“ (b Ixita fact that the How'ble the Minister in hix concludingespeech
as the Presydent of the eleventh Provineisl Co-operative Conference said
that in spite of the difficulties of the Hengal finance the pressing
question of the revision of the payof the mspectars and auditors could
hardly be postponed an® fonger? . )

() Ta i u fact that Mr. Domovan, the late Regictrar, submitted a
scheme about the re-organisation of the servicea of the inspectors and
asuditors in or aboat June, 19219

(&) Tt 5o, will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased to state—

(¢) what orders, if any, have beett pansed on that scheme; and
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(15) whether any additional allotment has been made in the budget
of 1922.23 for the prospective increase in the- pay of the
inspectors and auditors?

(¢) If no additional allotment bas bwn made, will the Hon'ble the
L{uuster be pleased to state the rensons?

(/) If the answer to question (4} (/) is in the negative, will the
Hon’ble the Mimster be pleased to state whether it will be possible to
give effect to uny scheme subsequently approved by the Government?

{g) 1s the Hon’ble the Minister aware that discontent exists among
the inspectors and ahditors on account of their inndequate pay and
prospe(‘ts?.

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB AL!I CHAUDHURI,
Khan Bahadur: («' The Conference unanimously resolved that thé pay
and prospects of mspectors and auditors and supervisors are inndequate
and <hould be mmproved.  Only the mover of the resolution suggested
that the Tnspectors should be placed on a footing of equality in respegt
of pay and status with sub-deputy collectors.

(hl Yes.

{(r) Yex

tv (1 The detnils of t)u- scheme for reorganisation are still under
sonsrderation. .

v The question of budget provwsion depends on the availability
of funds and the vote of the Legicdutive €ouneil.  No definite statement
can therefore be made at this stage * .

(vand o/t In view of the answer to () ) the questions do not
urise,

(1 No represenfations on  the subject have been received, but
Government understand that these officers expect some 1nprovement in
their pay and prospects.

Special officer in charge of Malaria ressarch and Kala-azar, *

164, Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: Will the
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-tiovern.
ment he pleased to state— . .

(o the veaily expenditure incurred for retaining the speaisl
ofticers in charge of the Kala-azar inquiry ud in chargs
of Malaria research:

(12) the period of their serureﬂn such; and

(1R) whether anv original discoveries wers made hy the present
incumbents during thau tenure?

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOOAL SELF.
COVERNMENT (the Hon'bie Sir Surendra Nath Banerjes): (+) and ()
A statement is laid on the table’

(116} A note by the Director-6f Public Health is laid on the table.
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- Statement reforred Lo in the reply to clauses (V) and (iv) of question No, iM,
showing the expenditure incurred yearly for relaining the present
Speciul ()ﬁicar*in charge gf the—

Y (1) Mataria Restancs Braxon. .
] ; ] ]
Yrar. ! Halary. i House sHowagor. :;:::l:l:" Total.
! i
! f .
Re. a r , Re  ar! Re 4. Re. 4.
i
]
1916 17 we BAGO 0 00 LIT6 4 11 1648 2 4  R2B4 6 5
b
1
191718 7445 0 Ui 1330 2 7 2,174 5 0 10949 7 7
101419 KAOD B0 1500 00 2905 12 0 12810 12 0
19102 e ID200 0 0 LBOD 0 U 2614 10 0 1431910 0
1920 23 12682 4 2f 138 7 3 1,710 2 0 15774 13 5
. i -
192322 . 4492 8 7 391 3 7 873 1 U, 6,756 13 2

tirand total ... 4BBTY 12 9 7294 1V 6 11926 0 4| 6TROY 14 7
— e R

<

«

(1) Kata-AZAR BRaNCH.

Year, i Halary. Huaee aliowanor Trarelling Total
< ] .
. Re, A m Re. A, r.i Re. a4 p . Re a v

1919 20 (from 5400 0 O 952 9 3¢ 1462 3 3 Bud 12 6
June, 1919, to i !

February, 1020).° !

1930-21 (trom 8612 14 6
arch, 1980, o
Febraary, 1921) '

1505 0 0 295411 0 13072 ¥ 5
T

|
t
1
!

1921 (from March 8080 3 3, L6 0 O 1475 6 0. 10690 9 3
to Decembur). ) ‘ )

e e A - —
(

Tutd ... 38073 1 8| 8613 9 3 G082 4 3 81,767 16 2
| |
t !

* Crented in Jaus 190

-
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Nd‘ by the Director of Public Health, Bengal, in reply to clause (m) of*
Questwn No. 164, rukad by Rar Mahendra Chandra Mibra Baha lur
regarding erpenditure on Kala-arar and Malaria research,

@ »

&t is not clear what the questivner actually means by the inquiry as to ' whethor
an)'orn.zind discoveries were made by the present incumbents during ther
tenure.”’ 1f he refers to discoveries such as those of Laveran and Ross, who in
the one case made the ‘vriginal ducovery” of the malunia parasite itselt and 1n
the other of the fact that the malaria parasite was carried by anepheles mosquitoes
from the sick to the healthy, the answer would be that they were not asked or
expected to do so, but tfat they were mtended to make an extonded survey some-
what on the hines of that carried ont by the medical ofhcers attached to the Dran-
age Commjtiee for the Presidency Thvision, .with a view of discorering. as far as
possible. the exact dutnbution of malaria and tracig its gelatvonship to physical
and other conditions with a view to discovering how far it might be possible to
smeliorate the condition  From this punt of view, the work doue in the last few
vears has been of the utmost value  Wo have learned, for example. ax & reault of
that work, the tollowing important facts --

(1) Malarna in the low-lying sreas ia not usually aasocinted with oxcess of
water, as has long been Bghieved, but that on the contrary, 1t usually increanea
comncidentally with an actual diminution of the water present on the land during
“the ratns

¢ Malaria s relatively mild o absent frem locahitios subject to smundation
with tertihzing silt-laden river water and that it increases s prevalence anu
sgverity when this sorteof water as shut out from the conntry by embankmenta

(1) Anopheles mosquitpes are usually relatively scarce or absent during the
ramy scasan from localities wheh benefit by 1M “Influg® of fertibzing mit.Jaden
river water . *

($)  Anopheles mosquitoes occur in enormous numbers 1n nreus which have
been deprived of this water

(5 The construction of embankments in low-lying areas whother for roads,
ratlways or other purposes. 1» almost mvarnably followed by an incicum of maldtvis
as shown by a nse in the spleen rate, the mickness rato, and the mortality of the
affected sreas <

(6) Following upun an increase of malana and a corresponding rise 1 the
mortality, depopulation of the affected viilages commencen, wnd sunultaneSualy
land goes out of cultivstion, homesteads are deserted n the villages and an
increase of jungle and uscless vegetation occurs  These and many other important
facts, having a similar bearing on the problems of Bengal mainna, have been
brought to light by the malaria officers of the department  Whether or not they
are to be classed as  original discoveries ' poiuhl_v open o discussion. but the
fact remmins that at prosent these discoveries are not to be found 1n suy publishéd
text-book on malaria, and in consequence they stll remain unrefbgniged by many
medical men and others who are accustomed to gain their knowlodge of the epide-
miology of the disease principaily by the teading of such text-hooks

Nevershelnsa, 1t 15 the discovery and repeated confirmation of the facts referred
to which enables me to echo‘with onnfidence the remarks of His Excellency Lord
Ronaldshay before the representatives of the District Boards on Janussg 2fith, 191K,

* If you could dry up Beugsl, mosquitoss would very soon disappear. But you
cannot of course dry up Bengal. You might as well try to dry up the sea. Jn a
country which 1s naturally a dry country like the Punjab, for instance, you may
set to Work to remove all superfluous water by draiming the country . . In
Beagal, however, some other method must be devised . . If then you cannot
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get rid of the water, the next best thing to do is to change its cha r, that iato
convert the numberless small shallow pools with a maximum of edge and a com-
paratively low temperature into large expanses of water with a minimum edge
and a higher temperature. The water which covers the land, especially during the
“wot senson 1% derived from’ two sources, viz., spill water from the rivers and sain.
Under these circumstances, the object which we have in view can be achieved by
holding up the water on the land during the wet months, 1n other words, by flooding
the country; and hy drasning off the flood at suitable seasons. To do this satis-
factorily we must call in the Engineer and get him to construct embankments and
slutees.  If by thewo means we can regulate the amount of water on & given area
of land we cunnot only bring sbout conditions which are unfavourable to the breed-
ingg of moxguitoes . hut can also guard against damage being done to the crops, and
indeed, we can enormousty 1improve the crops Uy a fortunate dispensation of Pro-
vidence, the staple crops of Bengal-<ute and rice—are crops which grow in stand-
ing water and yf we rgyulate the snflowe and the effur nf the water scientifically,
we can not only destroy the mosquator lurva and mawntain a level of water suit-
able for the production of goud crops, but we can actually smprove the fertility
of bke land by allowvang the inflovang water fo depont sts alt upon the sl

2 1t w not generally realiged that although kala-azar wasx known to occur in
parts of Bengal, prior to the investigation undortaken by the Asmstant Director
of Pubhic Health, 1o one suspected how wulo-npr«nt.l*ﬂu- infection was. Certamn
important farta have also been brought to hght in regard to the sex distribution
of the diseane It haw also been shown to be mainly of a sporadic type, rather
than the epdenie type common in Ansam,

v

$uperingendents of Industries.

165. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: Will the
Hun'ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and
Industries be pieased to state the nwmber, mames and speaal techmeal
gemlificutions, if there be any, and the salary of the gentlemen recently
appointed as civcle inspectors in the Department of Industry®

The Hon'ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALl CHAUDHURI,
Khan Bahadur: The member 1¢ referred to the answer given to the
unstarred question No. 231 (a) asked by him at the meeting of the
Council held on the 5th Keptember, 1921, The scale of pay «anctioned
for these nfficers is Ra. 20020 - 700
* The designation of the circle officers has since heen changed to
Superintegdenta of Industries.

Department of industry.

108. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (o) Will the
Hon'ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and
Industries be plensed to lay on the table a statement showing the duties
of all circle inspectors?
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(b) Wilk-the Hon'ble the Minister he pleased to state whether any
result has been achieved in the field of industry by any of these circle
inspectors within their official jurisdiction?®

{c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a
statement showing the number, name and special quahfications of the
Economic Botanists to the Government of Bengal together with the
nature of their work of investigation, and the 1esults wo far achieved?

(d) Will the Hon'ble the Mimster be pleased to stute the cost incurred

o by Government for emftploving these officers?

(¢} Will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased to luy on the table the
average amdunt of yeaily expenditure under the head ** Establishment
Charges and trovelling * for the Departivent of Industry, Bengal?

The Hon’ble the Nawab BAIYID NAWAB ALl CHAUDHURI,
Khan Bahadur: («), (i, (o), () and (¢) The member s referred to the
answer given to the unstarred question No. 231, n<hed by him at the
meeting of the Legislative Counerl held on the dth September, 1921,

Attendance of non-official elected members of the Bengal
Legislative Council.

° 167, Babu NALINI NATH ROY: Will ths Ilon'ble the Member in
ehinrge of the Legislative Department be plensed to lay on the tuble a

statement <howing

(1) the number of dav~ un which the Bengal Legidative Counesl
sut from Janunry to December, 1921, and

(1) the attendance of each of the non-official elected members diir.
ine the said period P

« MEMBER in charge of LECISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (the
Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler): 1) Nixty days

(1) A statement ix lawd on the tuble

Statement raferved to 1 the reply lo wunstaryod quention No 167, shouing
the gttendance of the won-ofticial (slectsdy memhers of the Bengal
Legistative tauncl al meetings hold during the year ID:.‘I..

Norg —The stiendanice of memters whe At d or remgned durnyuy the conree of the
year has m.ll beets whown,

Total pumber of Asys the

Nawor 0 oof oeial coviemd memmter Tl amt e e e Tl n-m.h:dol daye

. bt wes sietad "":‘

1, Addy. Baba Anwulya Dbone 60 HK

2. Afral, Nawslusds KM, Khan 1] 60
Balhadur.

3. Abmed, Khan Babadur  Msuiny 80 o5
Bmaduddin.
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Total 1 .arer of day - Total number ¥y ;4
Name of pomoffivisl electd members, Counil mat sther tie attende),
eusber was vhected
4 Ahmed, Khay Bahadur Wasinnddi )] 59
b Abaned, Manlve Azataraddin 1) 48
6 Ahmed, Manivi Mat Udiny K} 55
7. Atmed, Muulv: Yaquninddin . 1) 60
B Ahnwd, Ms. M. Hu 30
9. Abmed, Monsly Jafar 61 51
1. Aley, Mo S Mabbonl P 20
o Al Meabv Syed Mukson) this 20
120 Alv Mr o Sved Lrfun 60 w52
13 Al Mo Syed Nawim ] 37
14 Al Mun<da Aoar K 14
15, AD, Muinli Vyuh B 44
16 Arshwmaddis, Manko Khandakar L (R} 49
17 Asm Khan  Badinanr Khwaja 60 ]
Mobaned.
IR B e, Ba Babaodur Alanash (Wi} 3!
hnrlya
14 Batima, Bar Sablab Pans hanan, (13 3h
Mk
20 Barton, Mr H nu . R
21 Hasa, BabnJatin laa Nathy 6 a3
Q0 Reah | Mo 0 F 20 IR
28, Bow, Mt N.0M "o nT
24, Cwey Mo WO iy 49
26 Chatihar, i Raok Chabea L (1] KN
i Chaudhor, Bl Koeaio g Mohan . [0 0w
27, Chan®tang Bibe Fankanath G i
I Chandlinny Khae B ohodar Maulv ] W
Hatizar Habaman
29 Chandbur, Maslo Shab Mahamoanad 60 13
30 Chawdlinn, Ray Haterdra Naty Ho 4R
A1, UChamdhuor, Sir Aeutash, Ko Hn 39
32, Cohew, M1 D) Hit [
A3 Coroe, Mr W du CT
84, Duas, Mr S 1L it KX
a5 Dueyp o Rar Babader Nnaras 64 [
Chadrn
36. IM, Balw Famuidra Lal 64} Iy
37, Dees,  Rar Babadue Pyart Ll 6y H
u.g E.
88, Dutt, Mr. Ajoy Chunder 60 'Y
39 .. Ray Bahador Ur. Hardbaa .., 60 58
4 Dutta, Babu Anuada Charan o 50 52
41, “ , Indu Bhushian 60 52

432, Faroqu:, Mr. K. GO ML 60 55
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Total numbwer of days i Total pumber of - ays
Namw of acn-cBotal elocted nrmbers Coutn sl eat since tie ttrnded.
Qcnber wan ¢ hecdend.

43, Forrester. Mr J Catnphbell 60 I3
44, tihatak, Rar Bahadur Nilmaa 64 '
45 Ghose, Mr. D, (. o0 n8
48, W  Rm Babadu Jogeoidra 611 o
Chunder
47 Gordon Mr. A D, [y 47
44 Hag, Mauho A, K Fazi-ul R 60 48
I3 w Souh Syed Eoeladal (V] 0o
KRR . Mmmlvi Ehramul .. 6 Lh
b1, Huoneain, Mantay Maibamined 60 k¥
Madas~ur.
A James, Mr KL H L Langford [} KT
43 Janah, Babun Sarat Chundia 60 17
54 Karmn, Maaiv Abdul o ™
Do - . Fasl o 610
5 Khan, Buba I bendia Lat . 31 ah
b " Maulvy Homed ond din U o3
KL . } Mavannaad foads 6U h
Ul
hH, . M Kazom R . Hu 04
G0 Rban Chioebian, Kb Babada 60 K|
Mo Modiains d Keshond AL,
61, Lartnens Mro FoA [ 47
62 Toaw, Kam B by s 1 cie i) 11
63, Makounain, Munsln L (7] a
64 Malbik, Baba Sorendr Nath . Lt
6O M Kenaie, M0 DI .. Hu B
66 Matra R Batia tur Mate edra 6 hy
R € hundia
67 Moitra, e Jatindra Natn Hit il
6% Mo, My 4 [l k11
b Mukbargn, Batar Satian Cloedra G ¥
70 Mukher) «. Babn Nityn Dhon i 0o
Tt Muchopadhaya, iZatn Sevat ¢ hawdra Hiv 5o
72 MuMck, Babn Nerode Beobary IO 60 hy
T3 N key, Mz Mubieeond AL [ m
T4 Nasker, Babw Heas bandr . it hH
75, Pablgwan, Manlve Mubammed Abrdul (1] 4R
Jaltar.
76 Pal, Rai Balwdur Kadha Clran . hu b.(]
77 Poddar, Babu Keahoram G 23
78, Pugh, Colunel A ) oo 60 31
79, Ree, Mr. W R 60 35
80. Hailut, Mr. Prasanna Deh £0 Y]
8). Hauf Maulvi Shah Aldur 60 . S0
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Name of pon-offisl eb ct-d mentn 5.

Total humb 1 of days the
Councit sat sinoe the
member was clected.

82 Hay, Babu Bisbendra Clandra 60
%3 \ , Surendra Nath ai
K4 o Kumar Shib Shekdireswar 1)
) Wl Babadoe Upewdra Ll 4]
86 Hay Chawdbun. Baba Broy iwelra 0]
Kinharr,
K7 Koy Chaundboes Kage Mamnatha 60
Nath
Ba.  Roy, Bibn dogendis Kosbioa 60
30 ' o Jogendoa Nuth e 6
80 " o Nuhi Natu 6
$ »o Maharap Balwelur Ksnoa (1]
Chasidea.
92 W Mr Booy Prosad gl i
a1 M d ok b
R oo Taen Blusan .. Hu
» . Bai Babindar Late Mohae Singels (11}
o o Mg Manlol Singh v 64}
9T Royv Uloedbar, Baba Suoage Nath L. 60
94 Salan, Khan Baowdn Alejus 6
4, Sarkar, Babu Jocesh Cnandra Gt
1ab “ . lisbuehia Nath cu
ot Sha, Dol Saresdeg Narnyan ho
102 Stark, Me 1T AL i
1071, Subrawaidy D AL 6
1 " o Hanary T
105 . Mo Blusoy o Soabe oL h
Joo  Teavers, Mr W L ny Lo
I Watwon Sinyth S 10 ML He

Strength of Police force

in the 24-Parganas

number of crimes therein.

«{21s7 FEs.

Total number of days
attended.
25
60
(Y
20

37
4

3R
44
59

43

24
34
44
{4

L}

0
2

40

district and

168. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Wil the Hon'ble t

Member in charge of the Pohice Department be pleased to lay on

table a statement showing

(1} the total number of the police foree, 1.e., officers and constable<
. attached to each policestation in the distriet of the 24-Pas.
ganas in the vears 1911 1916, and 1921 ; and

o1y the number of (m) cogmsable crimes, () dacoity cases, 1) cases

of robbery, () murder

cases, (¢) culpable homicide,

and

(f} theft cases reported from the area under each palice-
station in the said district in  every quinquenniwin from

1906 to 19217
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MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble
$ir Henry Wheeler): (i) and (7} Tt hax heen ascertained that the collec-
tion of these figures would involve considerable time and labour. In
view of the somewhat remote bearing of anvy statistics of 1906 and 1911
upon the circumstances of the present day, it is not considered necessary,
to direct this compilation.

Stoppage of district board grant to 8ibhati Middle English School
and other schools in the Basirhat subdivision.

169. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: () With reference
to the answer wiven to anstatred question No 127 by Maulvi Farlal
Kastn for the meeting of the Ist April, 1920, will the Hon'hle the Minms-
ter i charge of the Department of Education be preased to state why the
district board grant to the Sibhatt Middle Fnghsh School in subdivicion
Bassrhat, in the distiiet of 24-Parganng, was stopped ¥

(hY Tt not a fact that, even after the 1emaoval of the defecte and

wregularities noticed, and after the recommerclation for the  renewal
of the distret board mant by the Mdditional Tnspector of Schools, Pre-
sidency Thvision, the district board grant to the Sibhatt Muddle English
School was not renewed?
o ey Will the How'ble the Mimdter he plensed to <tats whether it is
a fact that the sudden <toppage of dictriet bourd grant resulted i the
Panitar Middle Fnglish School in the sume subdivicion und the Bern-
champa School i the subdivicion of Barasat b elosed down ¥

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the
Hon'ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): () The mant was stopped, owing to
the existence of grave inregulanties in the conduct of the «chool, on the
recommendation of the District Deputy Inspector of  Schools, 24-Par-
ganas. .

(b The Inspector of Schonls, Presidency Divicion, recammended the
renewul of the grant on the 23rd November, 1921, and it will be puid
in due course.

(¢} No. Panitar Middle English School fell into n stute of deeny
before the district board grant was suspended in March, 1920 Govern-
ment lmve no information of any school ever having exiated at  Bera-
champa.

Railway between the Padma and Dhaleswari,

170. Rai PYARI LAL DOSS Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon'Me the
Minister in churge of the Department of Public Waorks  he epleased to
state whether the Committer uppointed to report as to the feasibility of
a railway construction in the tract between the rivers Padma and Dhales-
wari has submitted its report?

(b) If so, what action, if any, have the Government tuken upon it?
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MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS
(the Hon'ble the Nawab 8aiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur):
{a) and (b) The member is referred to the reply given to question No. 58
(a) (17, asked by Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri at the meeting
beld on the 19th January, last.

Assistant Director of Public instruction for Muhammadan
Education,

171, Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM: (1) Will the Hon'ble the Minister
1 churge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay on the table
w statement showingr - .

(1) the dat> when the post of Asastant Diector of Public Tnstrue-
tion for Mubnmmadan FEdueation was first ereated;

(1) the annunl costool the post inchiding the estublishment, ete.;
“”‘l

(i the work of mportance done by him to further the cause of
Mohwinmadan education?

(1 Will the Hon'ble the Mynister be pleased to «tate whether the
Assistant Dhrector can take any imtistive n any  matter  regarding
Mubammadan education without the sunction of the Diector of Public
Instiuction ¥ . .

(v Wis there any oceansion when the Director sefused to comply
with the sugpgestions of the Assistant Director i the matter of further-
ing the vause of Muhammadan edueation?

() 1f 5o, what were those suggestions or recommendations ?

() Are the Government considermg the desaabihity of abolishing
the post of Aswstunt Director of Public Instraction und of utihsmg the

suvings thereof i granting stipends to deserving Muhammadan boy<?

The Hon'ble Mr, P, C. MITTER: (' (1 21~t August, 1913,

() Ra 26,000, *

(1) This officer bas no separate oftice  He forms an integral part
of the Director’s office He has no sepurate budget: no jurisdiction
aver any institution but s un advisory oficer onlyv. In addation to his
hendquarters duties he tours all over the prosinee and discusses with
and advises the Tnspectors of Schools i regard to all matters eqnnected
with the education of Muhammadans and has the power of an Aesistant
Direetor of Public Instruction to deal with cases relating to the eduea-
tion of Mubamwadans,  He is also o general adviser to  Government
regurding Muhammadun clerieal appointments. .

(M) The Assistunt Director for Muhammadan Fducation has no exe-
cative authority except that delegated to him by the Director. He
works av an Adviser and Assistant of the Director. and as an adviser he
Aecessarily initintes proposals.

(eYand () Tt is inevitable that the Director, who is in charge of edn-
cation as a whole, is not always able to accept or carry  through the
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recommendations of an officer who deds with the interests of ouly one
wection of the community.  Nuch cases have occurred.  Financial difh-
culties have also fiequently prevented action on the Assistant Dizector's
recommendations. .\ hst of the cases could be givéh only at the cost
of much search, and the vulue of the iformation would not justify the
lubour involved.

t¢V No.  The appointment was made and has been continaed in defer-
ence to Mubammadan public opimon. If Governwent be satisfied that
the suggestion hus really  the cupport of the Mubammadan  public,
Government would be prepured to conader 1t

Resolutions
(under the rules for the discussion of matters of general public interest).
Annual grant to municipalities and district boards,

Babu SURENDRA NARAYAN SINHA: Tl ievwolution standing n
my name runs as tollows

 This Connad recommends to the Governnent that an annual goant
be given to evers munmiopahity and distict board ot Bengal, to be
known o« a santtary wrant accanding to the combton and weeds of the
unieipgality and digrict board. aad that provesron be made accordingls
it the budget of 102225 7

Fron what 1 hate heand tromn the Hon'ble Mumister e connection
with u resolution of D Jatimedia Nath Mot o Navendher Tast and
from the subsequent conversation which U bhad with the Hon'ble
Minister, T understand that the Hon'bde Muaster accepis the poneiple
of helping distrsct hoards by e ar grants and as repards the muaniae-
pabittes the Honble Munster v walling to help them, on receiving
u|v{~||"ullnn, b wrants s Laloas oncuinsaalces pelmit

Therefore. T do not vee any necessity of moving the resolution und
beg to withdraw it

The resolution was then, by leave of the Council, withdrewn

Alleged exoesses committed by Police and Civil Cuards.
Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: | wve that  thie Connetl

recommends to the Government that samediate steps be taken by the
Government for the appotntment of a ot committee of @y (Consist-
ing of two othoals and five noncoficid members of the Council-—the
listter te he elected by the Connaile for sty it the slleged exeesses
cammitted by some mewbers ot the Cadovteg Police Foree ulan of the
Civil Guard on the 25, 200h and 20th Decernher, 1921, @t Mechus-
bazar and other plices 1 Calontta, st v to find ant what offences,
it uny, have been commutted by thenand what teps, of uny. «hould be
taken to prevent the recurivnce of any wuch offences and excesses in
future.”
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This motion, I might say, is the outcome of the extremely helpless
condition to which the people in various parts of Calcutta, especially in
Mechunbuzar, Entally and Miarcus Square lovality were put, owing to
the ulleged exeeuses in the shap: of merciless assaults and wholesale lool
hs some of the members of the Police service and the Caleutta Civil Guard
1 the fourth week of December last. Tmmediately after the occurrence of
these incidents inquiries were made by soue respectable citizens of
Culewtta, amongst whom were sonie menmsbers of this Counctl. In the
open inquiry held in these places, there were witnesses from all sections
of the commumty - Hindus, Muhammadans und Christians, Indians and
Lugopeans, householders and sLop-keepers, teachers and missionaries—-
who were examined to ascertain the facts correctly.  The medical men
who attended to the inpured porsons were exinined ; and  first-haut
tormation from the hospitals was also obtuined by those who held the
inquiry.  As a result of these inguiries promd facie evidence was obtained
by them. Before these inqumes were fully completed, there was a
committes formed of i number of well-kuown atizens of Caleutta, ot
various shades of politial opimion, for taking steps in the natter with
the help and co-operation of the Government.  The committee was meant
for the protection of the people of the country against police high-hunded-
ness and zulum and ot had Mr BCO Chakbutty, as its President and
my friend, Mr. Mahboob Aly, was its Viee-Precident and my esteemed
friend, Sir Asutosh Chawdlont, was also o member of the committee
The comnittee reguested  ope of ats uble wembers, Rai Radhu
Charan Pal Buhadur, to arrange with the Government for recenving
a deputntion wo that ot mght place betore His Excelleney  the
Governor the tfacts which it had aswertained 1 the eourse of itd
preliminary inquiry, and to discuss with hon the abnormal  situation
with a view to prevent the recurience of such things and to assure the
public mind aguinst the severe excesses and the inconceivable outrages
committed by certain meambers of the Police and the Civil Guard. To
the mfinite regret of the Protection Committee—if not to their great
surprise-—they were told by (tovernment that the deputation could not
be received as no useful purpose would be served by doing so. The
assertion of this renson 18 0 purt of the bureaucratic creed, and it is
always availed of when they apprehend and foresee a fearful exposure
or a well-merited eritictam.  The committee therefore had ne other
alternative than to complete their inquiry with a view to keep the
evidence available for any futurve impartinl mquiry by an authorised
Roard of Inquiry which the members of this Council were expected to be
able to bring into existence hy moving in the Couneil resolutions of this
churacter.  Hence this resolution and hence this demand for a joint
committee of inquiry with a view to find out what offences, if any, had
been committed, and to take steps to prevent such woeful excesses in
future.

‘The question, therefore, iv whether we should take steps to aave the
people, our countrymen, from the dangerous ¢ffects of unbridled license
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conferred on the police hy the executive; or we should pocket all insulta,
aasauits, bumiliations, loot, ete.. hy the police on ourselves and expect
and encourage all such treatment of us in the future.

Then comes the question of the incidents that occurred wt Entally,
Marcus Square, ete. In my motion 1 mcluded Entidly also, but T ant
told by the Secretary to the Couneil that T could not yelude 1t in the
scape of my resolution as un inquiry was already being held 1 that
matter by the Sealduh Mugistrate. 1 have unfortnuately to difter hrom
that view, but T do not hke to press the matter. The mquuy that the
*Magistrate is holding is about the deuth of 4 ** man  name unkwown, "
and nothing more. 1 do not wish 1o o mto detadds, as they e all
kunown and the evidence has been published o the Tndin new spapers
from day to  duyet With vepand to the angquiry made at - both
these places by the commattee, T omay suy that up to the proesent
day they have exnmined over 300 witnesses  who spoke of having
received assaults, insults, hunolations, ete and who spoke of the use
of fire-arms by the Civil Guards oond loot i severad cases i thew presence,

As there are many other wmembers who are willing to speak, us 1
presume from the numerous vesolutions on the subject, 1 do not like to
take up much time of the Counecil, as they ure sure to go inte
details,  Theretore, T only move my resolution for apporting o
jot  commuttes of ifguiry not fome the point of view of & mere
abstract  satisfaction, but  for the definite purpose  of seeing what
affences, if any, have been committed, and what steps should be taken
i order thut there may be no recurrence of such offences and execesses,
It has been suggested that 1t s too late But | do not think it i« so, and
in order to avoid criticism< of that description which were  levelled
against me in connection with the Chandpur incidents, it was 1 who
pressed thut the evidence of witieswes be recorded and preserved so that
they mirht be utilised in tuture  These sorts of arguments will not hold
under the present eircumistunces.  The doctors ate here, the medical men
are here, the injured people nre here; therr names, addresses, und state-
ments are already down and these will be availuble for use by the joint
committee which T propose  The question of  lelatedness cannot
possibly arise in this case,

I do ot wish to take up further time of the Council und T hope that
the members will accept the resolution and give 1t their support.  That
is all that 1 have to sy, ¢

Withdrawal of resolution.
Mr. HUSEYN SHAHEED SUHRAWARDY being aMent, the

following resolution standing in his name, wan deemed to have been with.
drawn :(—

** This Council recommends to the Gavernment that a committee
consisting of seven members, five being eclected by the non-official



7 INCIDENT AT MECHUARAZAR. . [21st Fen.

members of the Coundil from umongst  themselves, be appointed to
mqze mwto the tncadents at Mechuabazar on the 2ith December, 19217

incidents at Mechuabazar,

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: 1 niove that ** this Council
recommends to the Government that o committee  of  pablic  inquiry
composed of ofiol and pon-othoal wembers in the propottion of - one-,
thisd und two-thinds respectivels ) be appointed to imvestigate and report
upon all the cooumstam es relating to the accurtences ut Mechuabazar
on the 2614 December, 1921 with speaal reference to the allerations
aganst the Pulice and the Cnal Guards i conne tion therewith

The resolution which 1 have the hanour to move tans abmiost on the
samne himes as the other resolutionsone of which has been moved by the
previons speaker. Pane<ure the Government wall realise that 1t contaimes
the sume reguest - the rerquest for the appomntient of a mxed  com-
tttes of gy to mguie o the whiesatons that have been made 1
may observe thae when the mncab nts ook place ot Mechuahazn 1 the
eatlv morning of 2600 Decernbier Losiothe whoie of thee norther part ot the
town was plunged mto pamc and sensatton, and thete was a0 greneral
statpede from that docabity s the people thought that then hves and
property were not sate Some o the respectable restdent< of the Tocality
were approached the next dav, and requested oF was one ot them who
happened 1o hve dlose by too Lo the <pot 1o <ee what occuned there
the mght previous and to wake local mquirtes Locad imgquinies aecond-
ingly were madie by those gentlemen, who visted the virous places,
which were alleged 1o have been Looted and taided by the pohice, and
atter <ome prelonmacy angne they were satestied trom the prowa favie
evidence that was svlable that considerable damapa was done and the
allegations of oot and vand were ot baselesss NocoFlingly the gentle.
men who were present at the imguuy on the 27th evening djove to  the
Commssioner of Police, who was not present an his gquarter~ and could
not be found.  Thev, theretore, dvove to the Thon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler
at the Bengal Club and bad an wrerview waith b He wand he would
ask for areport amd when the woutlemen reanested That @ puhlie inquiry
should beedield into the matter he rephed that he would first of all nsk for
u report from the Commnssioner of Palice on the <ubjeet. Ahout  that
tume  the People’s Protection Committes came into existepee, under
circunstances already related by the previous speaker, and the gentle-
men whogdook part e the mguiny were imvited to place before the (‘om-
mittee whatever nterinls they had collected, wnd this was done. T may
also atate that some responsaible members of the Mubhammadan rmum\un:- -
tv, among whom was Mro Shalieed Subrawards, alo made some inquiry
after we had left and took certim notes.  All these fucts were pluve;l
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before the commnttee—the constitution of which has already been des-
cribed—who considered that it would be best to appreach His
Fixcellency the. Governor  aro the  subject and  consequently  an
application  was made tor the purpose ot warting upon him orf
a deputation to explun what trauspired at Mechunbazar and to
ask for o public mmquity.  Eventuadly that wove of the commntee ended
in nothing, as evidently the propesal was not aceeptable to the Govern-
mens. 1 need not enter into further details on that powt here Then the
commtttes hund no opticn but o appornt authoritatively on heir own bee
vhalt certam gentlemen to take down evidence e due course by wetavang
the public to come and depose as to what they knew of the whole aftygi.
The gentlem®en appointed for the purpose  accordingly  assembled ot
.\'l" hll:l}l;w,.”' .\‘H'm" rh H) Hltlwnl torn H) «lbllplc' ot (I.l\* llll!] lm\k -Hlll ll(l(ﬁ'(l
down all that the witnesses deposed That evidence i< now in the poss-
esmion of the committee and will be avaalable tf the Government would
kindly take the matter up and appont a committee as suggested

It appears from the evidence that has heen placed betore the com-
wittee that 1 the small howrs ot the rmornmg of the 26th December, there
wits o tegubion vod begmmng from the mosque ot Mechuabaznr  Street
atmost opposite the Murcus Sqeare down to Centtal Avenue and from
Central Avenue burther westward in the direction of Chatpur Road and
thyt no less than 19 Gguid s stated many morer shops were vaded und
looted and the tumates wtindated and biotadly acaulted  Tudeed some
of them <howed the unuries they pecenasd <ome of thewm came
with their honds i <Dimgs, ~ome were g, and some were
o halt Limpang condinion cpedmps they were hnping before),
Al thas shows that there s a proma fucie case for an mquiry,  Itogx
unfortunate that the mguiry that swas held was not o Government imquiry
becuuse in that case the pohice oficers would have heen present,  theye
would have been cross-examimation and the police would have heen able
to present their side of the cuse before the  comunttee However,  the
committee had mo option but to tuke whatever evidence was available,
and the evidence they collected wnnnstakably <hows that something
very sertous ovcurted an that pat of the town, and it deserves u wft.
g ngniry by Government. Seme tine afterwards, perhaps after the
notice of these resalutions was sent up Government jeaned o helnted
communsgué, ~tating thut an mguay was held whether that wawx the
mayiry promised by the Hon'ble S Henry Wheeler T do notgnow - by
Mr, Hird, the Deputy Commssioner, and the communque s nthing
but a resume of the report submitted by that officer. 1 will dea) with
that report Juter on.

In the first place, ¥ desite to draw attention to the fuct  dhat  wine
members of the community with the utmost confidence  approsched o
Member of the Government to ask for a public inguiry  into the alle-
gutions made ngainst the police. Some time elapsed, and it ix now
published to the world that those who were the accused, whether rightly
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or wrongly T do not know, were made the judges. They submitted a
report to Giovernment, which ix now published by thems as apparently
their own deliberate verdiet. Tt is often declared from  the highest
quarters that the tepresentatives of the people und  the Government
should act in collaboration. I ask the Members of the Government
whether this sort of eollaboration would ensure the coufidence of the
public, which is the desire of every right-thinking man of the com.
munity ? -

Then T come to the Government commumque, which in a  manner
admits the nad. Tt s said thut one tea-shop, two cloth-shops and one
rice-shop were tanded, whiereas the evidence (T have got cqpies  of the
evidence tn my handwr shows that ne less than 19 gshops were raided or
looted, 1 do not wish {o weary the House with the names and addresses
of the owners and the deserniption of the shops, hut the evidence in my
hunds shows that 19 shops were ratded and  considerable  damage was
done to their property

Oue other thing that T wish to touch upon is the deplorable and maost
bratul murder of w constable. T da not want to discuss that peint now
but Iater on T shall sy comething regarding it. What T want to say is
thiv that even assupong that the wurder was committed by some hooli-
gans, 1 that any resson why the whole Tocality <should be turned topsy-
turvy and the people <honld be swssaulted indiserifiimately 2 We areall
loval wnbjects of His Tmperind Mugesty the King-Fuperor; there are
good men as well ws bad wen, but -houdd the good men suffer equally
with the bad men and the police be wiven a free hand to roughly handle
thew ¥ Ts this the was to win the lovalty and allegiance of the teeming
mullns of the people of Indin® 1 appeal to the conseience of the British
nation throngh the Government here and Thope my words here  will
reach the ears of the Secretary of State, the Prime  Miniater and  His
Majesty the King. T am not a non-co-operator; 1 believe in the justice
und heneficence of the British Government; so T ask are the good men
to suffer equally with the bad men® - However, there is ample ground for
a public inquiry.

Now T come to the murder of the constable.  The whole thing seems
to be shrowded v mystery. A wlitary constable, one of my  country-
men, has been murdered.  1f he has been murdered by hooligans, why
14 the Government sitting idly ¥ Why is there no judicial inguiry in the
matter? T do not say that the police are to be punished, it anv HKooli-
gan or bad character has dove the deed, but why ia it that no ol.Tort.a'nre
made to punish the ofender?  Govarnment seems to be silent.  Govern-
ment has issued o communmiqué, but there is no indication that efforts are
being mafe to trace the culprit: on the contrary there is a difference in
the report of the two police officers, one says the death was due to gun
shot and the other that it was due to lathi blows or hammering by lsthis,
and I do not know what actually was the cnse.  What T want to say is
that it is rather atrange that there should be two versions: so T think s
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public inquiry will reassure the public mind and remove much of the
misapprehension that at present exists 1 know from personal experi-
ence that in the nurthern part of the town, the Indian  constables wero
somewhat less warm than the Furopean serpeants in the execution of
their duties; they were not <o aggressive o1 overrealous as the Furopean
police sergeants and it i« said - 1 hope it is based on fulse report - that
that parawalla might have been unpopular with the police rergennts und,
. therefore, lost his life in that way. 1 donot give credence to that report,
but it is no use blinking the fact. Tt is no use shutting our mouth
* here when tens and hundieds of thowsands of people in the northern part
of the town gpeak of it No T <y public inquizy - would dispel  that
wrong impression.  But Government does not feel inclined to secept the
suggestion.  Why does the Government fear?  Goverument  will - not
lose anything therehy: on the contiary a public mquiry will strengthen
the hands of the Government and the public will be assmed when they
learn the actual fact<. and the Hon'ble Sit Henry Wheeler from his seat
m the Council will be able to speak with redoubled force that Govern-
ment have been maligned und wisiepresented; the public will thus be
aasured and the forees agamst Government wedkened, | regret that the
Government thowgeht 1t it to brush asrde our request and  tasued a
contmunigué which 1« simply a reproduction of the report of  Mr. Bid,
the Deputy Commissoner of Police. Then as vegurds the desectation
of the mosque. Youw will find from the report that not much is said about
the desecration of the mosque an the Government comuuniqué, T mean.
The communigué seems to be rather silent on the pont. This is a very
grave matter:  the mosyne was allezed by witnesses, by the people -
they secin to be very tesped table peaple and by the Tam to have been
deseerted  There were more ot less 82 people examined, their names are
all here i the st which T hold  Tdo not know whether they  all con-
spired together ta e from beginmung to end: the Tmam and other psople
connected with mosque ate well known, eldetly people. They _all suid
their mosque was raided, hoxes were bioken open, money was tuken
away, the Koran was flung awayv, and the pohice entered the mosque with
shoes on; the chandelier hanvmye 1t the centie of the mosque  wan
broken.  Babu Surendra Nuth Mallik. Dr. Subrawardy and other gentle-
men were there, and they alvo saw the broken picces Iving around; it is
the ne® brick-built building standing i thut locality. Al the people
stated that these things were done by the police- Thix is u very serious
matter, and T may say that the Mubanmonadan  comwunity  are more
enragedgthan the Hindu community, although the Hindus sympathise
with them, and I know very great feeling has been  roused among  the
Muhaimmadans on this account. Not a single word about proger inquiry
has been said about this in the communiqué; it in simply passod over.
For the reputation and fuir name of the police and the preatige of the
(tovernment, T think a pnblic inguiry oneht 10 be held  Gavernment
ought to know that the people are not satisfied with this communiqué which



52 INCIDENTS AT MECHUABAZAR. * [21sT Fes.

gives one the impression that nothing serious happened and that every-
thing went on us merrily as a marriage bell. The people cannot accept
this communipué as gospel truth.  After all human nature is human
nature, und if the police were provoked possibly owing to the murder of
thiv unfortunate constable, they must have entered the mosque for
sheer revenge. Therefore, | think that this is o matter which demands
an ingquiry.  So wuch stress has been laid upon this matter by a section
of the eommunity, that 11 is the bounden duty of the Government to ’
inquite into 1t Government, I know - it s not only in Sir Henry
Wheeler's time, although it may nat be <o often in his time, but before
him - ix very careful to see that the relions feelings of the people are
not wounded at wll. they are very careful in this respect. T am sure
Sir Henry Wheeler will ngree with e that the religious feelings of the
Muhammadans have been deeply wonnded

I need not take up the tune of the Connal by gomng into further
detanls: the facts are well known, but 1 can go an giving  further
mstances and names of the peaple who were eveewitnesses of all  that
occurred ;T have 1 all o these papers which T hold anomy hand, but 1
stneerely hope that at least one of the tesolutions will e wecepted wnd an
tnguiry will be held 1 do nat sav that all Diese allegations are whole.
sude trne but what T oo s this asanciated oo Tand with the Goverh-
ment, co-operating as bdo swith the Govermment I am sincerely nnxious
for the fuir nae of the Governwent, for the  stabibite of the  British
Government 1wt s necessary that o pubhie anguiry shounld
be held and that the mosenvimgs of the pubdie <hould he set at et

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: | niove * that thie Couned
recommends to the Government that o Committee cousisting of seven
members, five of whon <hadl bo non-othaal members of this Couneil
telected By the non-othoml mertbers of this Counal by means of the
stngle trunsterable vorers be appamted to mguine angto and report about
the happenimgs o Mechuabazar on the 26th December 1921

The Mechunbarz affan < one of those dark episades, which con-
vulsed the whole people of this provinee and specialls of Caleutta during
the lnst Chirstmas week, and 1osa sad pits that no clear light has vef
been thrown on this matter 1t as not as 1f the matter has not been
persistently brought to the notwe of the authorities.  Both privately
and in the public press the necesaty of a responsible mquiry has bheen
urged on the Government, but with that contempt for public opinion,
which has gnfortunately characterised some of the recent actions of the
Giovernment, the matter has not heen elucidated. A belated communiqué
has, indeed, been issued but instead of throwing full light on the aftair,
it onlv makes the darkness more visithle. A police constable was
brutally done to death, some shops have heen hroken open by the
pobee. 8 mosque hins been repoarted to have been desecrated by the police,
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"
and yet the Govermment have nok thought the muatter setious enough
to deserve the honour of even u muagisterisd mguny.  An tmquiry has
mdeed been made, but by whom*  Not by an independent comnattee, not
even by a Magistrate, but by a Deputy Comtnssioner of Police— a
representative ot the very pobie aaumst whom the allegations have been
made.  And on the report ot this pohie othoer, Govermuent has assued
acommuntgue. L mustcontess T do not know whether to laugh 1y
<ut this procedure ot the Government When the question of the sepatu-
tion of the judicial und executive v betng senously  discussed by a
Governmental Conmunttee, can thus <ort ot inguainy anspite amy contidend e
m the nindsg! the people?

What are the mun teatures of the whole attan > There are three
mportant published teports betore uss one i~ a teport pubhished i the
Fuylestoman of the 20tk December, w teport |-\l<iq‘n(]_\ based on ntonma-
tron supphied by the police, becanae it dleandy asserts how the Asastant
Commssioner, Babu Bhapendra Nath Banenn, aremved there and what
the police dud: then there as o eport sirned by Babu Shyam Sundas
Chuahravarty, editar ot the Neroeet, pubbished s that puper of the 38th
December | and thadiv, this Government commoanig e foven o casual
stady o these three dooument< wall convinee anyvhidy that there s some.
thing wrong ~omewhere The st afbair os that o pobceman has beem
dofte to death o h® Focinhiman’c veporty we tind 0 saad that the
CPohice suspecting the tagedy was commtted by gun shots, roanded the
tocality and made w thorovgh seanrch. ™ Theve as then s great deal of talk
.lhnllt llu\\ lhi' pont ltll!\:.llll" 'h:l-i n7l|o'l|'tl ?ll-‘ l|l~|||'l~.|l at lmlul !l i
dere who biod been out to terrorise the peoples and how ias sispes ted that
the goondias assandted By and and b toodeath 7 Considernimg that the
othoaal COT g S S that the tust ntimatton of the death of the
constabde was the inding ot the dead hods vscl T suppose 18 nay not
be wiong to suspert that Wit < nalk abount goonda attack must have
come trom the tertile braon ot <ome pelson, oar, el are we ta helieyve
that in this Jand of wonders, dead soen 0l tales to the reparters of such
e s ~|mpm~? “n' Gyoverilnent terdpi Rty AHASY ||l;|l l]n' proot
comstable’s skull was tractured oo several places, five o win niba were
broken and that there war compound fractuwe mmothe nght deg. Wath
all these terrible wed tell-tale < ne of assault, we tind that the * firat
iﬂlpT(wuinn of the pnh< e waus that the conctuble had heen <hiot 7§ am
not a medical man, but surebv even wn ordinary man can dferentiate
between gun shot and lath: beating ! On this strange suspicion of gun
shot, thes police broke open seseral shops Xs regurds the breaking
open of the chops, the repoart of Babu Sivam Sundar Chiakonvarty, wha
visited the place sonn after the wourrence, 1< ddefiinte He jvan rospon.
sthle person, and has made the sttement aver his owrn signature. T will
not tronble the Counail with o long quatation from his statement, which
indeed discloses o piteons tale’ T will inet auote one ymssage..-

A swertmeat seller Lachm Narason by name tatd me a pite s tale ae tog how
his shop was entered, hin box brokes npen and oruamenta and c.'uh valued at aver a
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thousand rupees taken away by the police. I asked him repeatedly if it was the
police or the goondas, who had done this. He himself, his wife and daughter all
emphatically told me several times, that if they could believe their own eyes, it was
done by two sergeants and parawallas,

Then again, regarding the mosque affair, Shyam Sundar Babu says—

The lock of the teacher’'s box was then forced, and rich clothes and cash to the
tune of Rs 800 were taken  The sergeants then made their entry with shoes on into
the prayer hall
The rest of the description is nauseating and I will not disturb the -
placidity of this Councail by quoting them.  Shyam Sundar Babu goes on,
to say—

The toacher’s indignation rose to a white heat when I told him of the story of
the Anglo-Tndian Press that the pohce came to these places on the suspicion that arms
were socreted thero, and that the looting and assaulting was subsequently done by
the goondus, he forthwith shouted at me. ** Take me even to the highest authority
and [ shall tell him to s feee who did 1t and how

Thene wre definite allegations and vet, the Government communiqué,
based on the report of w Deputy Commssioner of Police, apys—

Noanformation in connection with the affair has been laid by any private persons,
though when general allegations of police misconduct were pubhshed, inquiry was
mado to see, of any complants were forthcommg
I confess, T do not know what to say after this! I de not know how
writes these comomuniqués, but s 1t possible that he thinks that the
public are the most gulhible whiots on the face of the earth and would
swallow anything?

Then, there s the story of the fire and the Fie Brigade. The
Englishman's veport first sny~ -

It s strongly suspected thut a buatee shop wan set on fire hy the goondas, and
the Fire Brigade staff was stoned while paasing
This sounds very nice, but [ suppose that after writing this, the reporter
fell that 1n these duys, even the yoondas might sue him for defumation,
Ao a few sentences afterwards he suys

The fire broke out at 5 4 M and s reported to have been caused hy the upsetting
of & naked ol lamp over a bundie of hemp.

This is n strange cohsistenes indeed in o journal which talks so glibly
of the responsibility of the Press. 1 should never have goue into such
detail, but, Sir, the report makes so many assertions about what the
police did and what the police did not do, that the people suspect that this
report wusl have been based on police report. T sincerely trust that no
police officer had any hand in supplying such information to the Press.

Then, Sir, s regards the stoning of the Fire Brignde, T do fot know
what to say,  The usefulness of the Fire Brigade is recognised even by
the yuo:ufd:, because nn unquenched fire not only destroys the house
that has been set on fire, but is a source of great danger to the whole
neighbourhood, even to the houses of the gnondas themselves. Tf the
beneficient firemen have been stoned, the matter wust be thorodghly

sifted.
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Then, there have been serious allegations about the leoting of shopa.
The good name of the police demunds that a sifting inquiry be made and
the truth elucidated. How is it that goondas could loot the shop after
the police had left? Did not the police relock the shops after their
search or did they not keep sufticient guard tu protect the apen shops ?
Even these matters require explanation.

To come now to the mosque affair kven in thix very Council,
.serious allegations have been made by u responsible member like
Babu Surendra Nath Mallik, who held n personal inguiry into the
*matter. If I am not much mistuken Bubu Suremlrn Nath Mallik !
that he himgelf had seen hoot murks on the quilt of the teacher of the
mosque. Thene are serious allegations openly made in this Couneil
Aund how does the Government communigué meet 1t? Tt only mentions
that the allegation has been mude that the police wantonly entered and
desscrated a mosque. That is all! Nothing else! There is not & word
ax to whether an inquiry has been made about the-nflair or whether the
allegation ia true or not.  This in the strangest part of the communiqué
whirh has been bused on the report of Mr. Bird, the Deputy Commisisoner,
I huve heard that a cynic once suid that lungnage wus discovered tu
conceal the thoughts of men. I+ it possible that thic cvnie hud any
official communiquér of this wort to read, before he uttered this

mémorable epigram? *

I sertously ask this Council, have the Government fully dune then
duty in this matter? [ have often been anbused for criticising the police
and ity methods, but even, I, Sit, vield to none in my belief that the life
of a policemuu, even if he be an ardinary constable 18 a8 precious, as
valuable, as that of the highest in the land.  Nay, it is the first duty
of the Government to see thut the life of the police is properly protected.
It is absolutely necessary that u thorough and sifting inquiry should be
made as to how the poor helpless constuble wan done to death, 1a the
life of & policemun so cheap that the Government can afford to wink at
the affair? .Is it not curious that Government can remsin so mdifferent,
when the life of ita own pet child 1+ concerned?

Both for the police and the public, an imquiry s esnentinlly necessary
The inquiry made by the Deputy Commnssioner hun not produced
satiafuctgry result, nay, 1t has mude some of the ivsues more confusing
still.  The prestige of the (kwernment and the satisfuction of ghe publie
demand that o fresh inquiry must be made. Truth and real truth ran
hurt nobody.

o .

Alleged high-handedness and assault by Polioe on citizens.

Babu KISHORS MOHAN CHAUDOMURI: | beg to move ' that
this Council recommends to the Government that a committes consisting
of seven members, of whom five are to he elected by the non-official
members of this (oynci] from amongst themselves by means of the
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single transferable vote, be appointed to inquire ipto the allegeq cases
of assault and other acts of high-handedness committed on the prisoners
and other citizeus by the police and the military in Caleutta after the

17th November, 1921. '

I do not think 1 should inflict a speech on the Council in connection
with this affair. To my mind, it is a necessary sequel to the pro-
posal adopted the other day as to the withdrawal of measures taken under
notifications; and the release of prisoners. The wording of the resolu- .
tions will be a sufficient condemnation of the procedure adopted by the
men doputed to maintain law and order. This resolution was adopted, *
so far as [ remember, by over 53 againat 36 anfd if the tempgrament and
mind of the Council s as it was on that day, then this resclution should

w

be adopted.

I am aware that in some quarters, the sanity of the members is
doubted.  Yesterdny, my friend 8ir Henry Wheeler, in his reply to
a question put by mvy friend Rai Radba Charan Pal Bahadur said that
the law-nbiding people are not much afraid of the actions of the police;
it is simply an exaggeration «o far as I remember—T do not remember
the exact words—it is an exaggeration  of ‘the extremist camp. 1
believe, Sir, that these 53 members are not of this camp; they have
expressed their view of the matter in clear lllllgllllFl', and thev condemn
the proceedings without any hesitation T am aware, Sir, that in cér-
tain quarters, our action wus hoing deseribesd s Neroism on our part.
T T remember aright, mv friend Sir Wenry Wheeler made 8 comment
on the apeech T delivered recentls Tt was very amusing on myv part
no doubt. T think my friend is preparing to take to literature on
retirement as my friend Sie Nicholas Beatson Bell has done e may
also join a missionary institution.  If mv friend joine such an institu-
tion, his services will be very valuable; with his up-to-date knowledge
of polities in India he will be alle to dischurge his duties to the great
attisfnction of the Titerary public

1 cannot understand why our setion should be taken ime that light.
We, the members, really are aware of the existing fucts, and we undpr-
atand the real siguificance of the thing  In fact, a tribunal was created
with jullicial and executive functions combined in them, they could
easily detect unvthing. make arrests, try and inflict punishments, and
the Govergment compmuniqud ix at hand to support theig action. Tt in a
very cheap wav of doing things, no doubt; it would (’!&I be fuscinating
to my triend Sir Abd-ur-Rahim because it must have relieved him of a

“great extent of Inbour and supegvision in the administention of the

judicinl hraneh, and evem it 'womld avgur well for poor Rengal in its
fnancial difficultics. The fact remains that the action is condemned by
the people not only in the axtremist camp, but also in this Council, who
are really sp-operntors with Government. .

T think an inquiry is neceasary for Government to make. Tt has
heen represented that there are certain people who, having ideas of
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anarchy and a desire for creating chaos, are tryving to develop terror in
the land. If it is eo proper notice ought to be taken and measures
taken to suppress it, but if the other side of the allegation is true that
the people on the whole are peaceful and law.abiding, and the police
ware cauning terrorism and oppression upon the poor and innocent people,
they should nlso be properly dealt with' so that the name of Bnitish
justice may not be impaired.

Government has got a very splendid opportunity here to accept our
suggestion and to form a committee which cnn command the confidence
* ol the people at Inrge and to have the matter thoroughly inquived into.
It on inquigy it ia found that the persons engaged in maintaining duw
and order Aid not do anything bevond their duty, well and good; but
if it is found aut that it ix not so, then the public \nll be justified 1w
their demand for taking necessarv action.

With these few words, T commend u-wluiinn to the acceptance
of the Honse.

Kumar S8HIB CHEKHAREGWAR RAY: 1 mmo by wily of unwnd-
ment, that in motion No 41, after the word  ** police "' the  worda,
Ol Guards ™ he insorh-d

The Government has got to carry on aits repressive policv by peopls
who, in their zeal or anomentary excitement, alwaya fail to remember
the fine line that decides the just from the unjust.  These instrumenta,
of repression forget their limit, and do not hesitate to  aarry their
horrors and destructions to extremes  The poliey of the,Government
maght be defensible  Thigh officials might with pious expressions on
their lips declare their great unwillingness to carry on this draastie policy.
They mav even sax that they themselves are the vietims of the stern
law of necessity, boing compelled by foree of circamatagees and the
perversity of the people to adopt. most lothly, stern mensures for safe-
ruarding hfe und property, for preserving law and order.  But do they
forget at the same time the wefficiency of thewr iustrument? Do they
torget the éver-zealous unture of their servants, carolens of the suffer-
inw of the people? Have they forgotten the old saying, that if you
ask a chaukidar to fetoh a man, he will fotch him  gagged, baound,
handeufed and fottered®  The Government is pledged to preserve life
and property and this it should do as much againat official as agained
non-official destrqyers of them. The non-co-operatars do not eomplain.
It might be their principle to show by their submission to sufferings and
atroeities to what lengtha the wervants of the Government would go to
convinee the people of what they term Jta antanic nature, And s much
the greater reason that the Government «Houl try to prove itgelf to bhe
always above hoard, and having wafficient moral courage to probe the
matter to ita very origin and check the lawlesaness of ita own officers an
of others. Tt is unthinkahle that a Government calling itsdlf civilised,
should no far forget itself, forget the principles of justice as to eonnive
at the hud manners and cruelties of its own servants.

Ta
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The Government, in its beniguity, is pleased only to see and heur
what its own servants are pleased to make it do so. If there he a
report in the papers, that such and such an officer had done such and
wuch thing, it calls upon the same officer to submit a statement and
it incorporates that very statement in a bulletin which is issued with that
vety high sounding name '* a Goverument communiqué.” Can any-
b-:g' have any faith in the fair-mindedness of the Government when
such indiscreet hlunders are perpetrated? Can anybody come forwua-d

and coanplain to uny (overnment officer, when he knows that such com- |

plaints will be twisted and will therehy help the-sccused officer to make
an necusad of the ecmplairant?  Complaints or no complaings. there cun
be no denving that mean and needless brutalities were committed by
the military. Police and Civil Guards in the name of clearing roads and
disparaing mohs, T am myself a witness to several such occurrences.
T am poritive that the vietims did not eare or dare to carrv the matters
to courts.

Tt is useless for me to vecount the great deeds of valour of the police.
The one impression that they have created in mv mind is that the Gov-
ernmont is out for intimidating out the intimidations and lawlessness
on the part of the people by n little more intimidation and lawlessness
on the part of its own officers  Sir, | du-qnv«- as puch the lawle usness of
the people s 1 do that of the police T deplore ax much the shooting
down of an innocent coolv ax T du the battering to death of a helpless
parairalla. But, Sir, much of the lawlessness attributed to the people
is due to the strange orders of the lovernment and the Council has recom-
monded their withdrawal  But if our recommendations are to be con-
signed to the waste paper basket let the Government at least enforee
its orderd in a lawful manner. Tnatead of crveating scenes in  the
streets and parks, the Government can, if it be «o minded, get hold of
the volunteer registers and files of pledges from different congress com-
mittees and peacefully sommon the volunteers to «tand their trial in
courts of Inw,  There is no secrecy in these volunteer arganisation, thev
work openlv, then whv not tackle the matter fairlv and squarely®  Fhis
will at least save ua the pain and humilintion of being unwilling wit-
neases to the harharous hrutalitie« of the police in the streets of Caleutta®

And. Sir, when a man is done to death, be he a policeman orma passer-
by, lot there be a sifting inquirv and let the guilty be punished. T¢
there he a minchief perpetrated by any, be he a Congreas President or a
Commissioner of Police, let there be no preferential treatment. FErven
if the Government be bent upon pursuing a mistaken pﬂlicv.']et it not
be wnd (lnt'ﬂw Gm‘rrnmﬂﬂ 4« partial or that the Government ia vindie-
tive.

An inquity was badly needed into all these aberrations of both the
people and'the police.  And a timely request to that effect was made to
the Government by some leading members of the publis. Our resolu.
tions too ard helore the Government for a long time. But I deeply

LY
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deplore that the Government has thought it fit not to pay any heed to
them. It is perhaps too late now to institute an inquiry into the past
events, and I do not care what happena to my amendment. But I do
bope that in future the Government would be more considerate to popular
feelings.

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: 1 wish to intervede
in the debate at this stage. We must not lose sight of the issues which
. have been ruired by the speakers  All of them demand an inqguiry to
be made by officim]l and non-othcral members. Do the facts presented
* by them justify such sa inquiry? That is the question. Do the facts
presented by the mover show that there iva prima facte cuse tor u public
inquiry # My submision to the Council 1s that such an inquiry 15 needed
for various reasons. The principal reason is that when the inqury
was mude, as is indicated 1 the speeches, that inquity was a partial
one; that inquiry was tuken up by those who are interested 1 the mattes
and it would huve been just and proper that there should be u complete
public inquiry, so that the result of it, would have satisfied the people.
There is u depth of feeling nguinst the iquiry slready made, and thers-
fore, in my humble opiniog, 1t is necessury that such a humble inquiry, as
suggested, should be mude. Now, supposing Government did make an
mguiry on the subject, supposing an inquiry was made by the police
officers, supposing whtnesses were called in, but even then the othm
view of the question hus not heen taken up as an item of conaideration,
and that iy pressed upon the attention of the Council and that is the
reason why u fresh inquiry is to be made. 1 know we are in critical
times. I know what i1x goitng ov in this country and what movements
ure going on.  The condition of things s very deplorable und | am not
in a position to pass any criticism on the action of the police or of any-
body concerned, becuuse if we puss any opinion on the subject now it
would be prejudging the whole matter.  We are told that a policeman has
died. We are told that the police are sufferers. All right, let the
uctions taken by the pohice und by the people be judged. l.et that
action be the subject-mutter of an inquiry, and the judges, who will sit
in judgment, will be in a better pusition than those who are outside
the tribunal. In my humble upinion, therefore, for the fair name of
justice, for the fair name of GGovernment, for the f{air name of the
people, %t is highly necessary that an inquiry wshould be made. It
Government refase or decline to mnke such an inquiry, what would he
the feeling of the people? (Government onght to understand their own
positiong The Government offictals should come forward and aay, ** Let
an inquirs be made because you wish that an inquiry as suggested by
you is to be made, because the facts pressmtpd by the peophe through
the members of this Council justify that such an artion should be taken.*’
I do not wish to say anything more, but I do preas upon the attention of
Government officials that it would be just and proper that guch an inquiry
be made. If the action of the police waa justified, all right : I the action
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of the police was wrong, then (fovernment will kave to consider the
matter once more.  All these facts may be brought forward to the
notice of people as the result of an inquiry. Thet is my submission and
that is the reason why I wupport the re<olution which has been dincussed
by weveral members of this Council,

Maulvi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: | think, in this case, the
Council will wee its way to have u committee of inquiry into the matter.
When happenings in Chandpur snd other places tovk place at that time -
there were requisitions for inquiries and when such happenings as the
happenings at Mechuabuazar on the 26th Degember took plice in the
very heart of this great city, I think the Council would see its way to
have an inquiry—a thorough tquiry—into the matter. The Govern-
ment communigué which has been issued sayn that the complainants are
not forthcoming to luy their grievances. 1 would submit that the
particular creed which the people of Mechuabazar and other pluces are
pursuing v non-co-operation whether rightly or wrongly and, therefore,
they do not come to the Courts. That, however, s no reason for not
having an inquiry indo the matter to find out which party is" to blame
for high-bundedness. It may be that soon afler the hartal of the 24th
-December, when His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales visited this
city, the police were exnsperated at the non-co-operators’ activities; but
that is no ressun why there should be high-handéd proceedings on the
purt of the police who are the guardians of law und order.  Whether the
non-co-operators took the luw into therr oww hands, which compelled
the police to art i the manner as they did, is a circums<tance which ought
to be thoroughly «ifted and nguired into. 1 heg to submit Tt the
allegation that some police sergennts showed disrespect to the holy Koran
and tore off some of its pages calls for an fnquiry into the matter und
that I think 18 the opinion of every right-thinking man 1 hope the’
Government would also weleome such an inquiry,

Mr. W, L. TRAVERS: 1 rise, in contradiction to the speeches which
have been mude to-day, To protest on principle sgninst the object of
- thene resolutions, thet 15 16 say the committee which it is proposed to
st up to inguire into these ocenrtences. [t is becoming a common
spractice in this Council that when any strong action is tauken in the
preservation of luw and order by an officer of Government, redlutions
are propgfed in thie Council for a committee of inquiry. When the
Reforms were intrduced, an appeal was made to the Hritish in this
country that they, brought un as they are in an atmogphere of
demucraey, should, as best they could, help the Reforms; that is to say,
they shoudd come into thisCouncil and Yring their experience into
useful activity, looking to the future and towgnds the enlargement of
democratic Goyernment. But [ must state, and strongly state, that 1
consider that action om the lines proposed to«day ia not in accord with
our ideals o¥ democratic (Goverument. It ia the reverse. It seems to
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me that it is the duly of Government and Government alone to muke an
inquiry into such ogcurrences ss occurred at Mechuanbagar. Govern-
ment contains two Inﬁun Members on the Executive Council and three
Indian Ministers—men Jho ave high in the esteem of their fellow
countrymen. Had there been—which 1 do not beheve in the least—auy
miscarringe of justice, strely none of these members of Government
would continue in that Government. (** Hear, hear.'’) 1 consider
that it 14 most unjust and weet unfair that any othcer, who 1sun employeo
of Government having done his duty in most “ditlicult eircumistances,
should be pilloried by appearun-e before u tribunal- a special tribunal
such as is contempluted by these resolutions. [t v the business ot
Governmemt to see thut their otheers do their duty,  1f such officers huve
to appear te give evidence betore w tribunal, 1t would undermme the
confidence of otficers in the Government itselt throughout the whole ot
the province.  There are, | believe, u number of members of thix House
who hope 1 the future to become Mintsters of Government (' Hear,
hear ') ; und 1t is probable that their hopes will, in course of time, bo
fultilled. I usk you, Su, what will be the position of the Ministers in
the future when thes have u record behind thew that whenever then
officers commit what the populur rag puts up as a nistuke, 1t in
immedigely proposed in this Council that a committee of imquiry be
n:u(h‘. (‘un they expect i the future, loyal, devoted and courngeous
service from their subordinates in the administration? 1 doubt at.. 1
put it, Sir, to the members of this House that an inquiry, such us is
proposed, can only resull in a general deteriorution i the standard ot
eficiency  of the administration of the provimce. (** Hear, hear.”’)
It 14 most unjust and most untae thut an ofticer, who 1 carrying out
ditheult duty mmposed on lnm, does some action which happens to be
unpopular and should be required w0 justify himself before wuch a comw.
mittee as ix contempluted by these resolutions.

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ addressed the Council in Bengali,
supporting the resolutionn.  The Fnglish translation of his speech is a-
follows 1 — . . *

There 1% 4 saying 1 Persian which is thls: 7@ na gardsd chiza,
mapdum na goead chizaha, meaning ' People do not say that a thing hes
Pu\ppﬂwd until 1t aetually happens. = 1t will be superfluous to say anye
thing on this resolution ax the movers und the severn] other speakers have
already spoken so elahoratelyv on the question at insue. T faust plain.
Iy admit my gratitude to the Hindu movers who are fighting a0 hard

for the Muhummadans and the Muhammadan religion. T am o Muham-

madan and regard mv religion more than my life and property. It is
therefore mv haunden duty to give vent to my pent up feokings in the
matter of the desecraflig of the mosque and the holv Koran. 1 sent
ip notice of an amendment but throngh my misfortune the same has been
disallowed. Mosqnes. although erected by humss bands, are held in
reverence as the hodses where God lives and the holy Koran is regarded
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as sayings of the Almighty. No true Mussalman can bear patiently
sny insult offered to either of them. 1 was present in Calcutia on the
day of oceurrence.  Next day, early in the morging, the sad happenings
poured into my ears. 1 inquired and came to know from indisputably
reliable source that the sergeants and Civil Guards eutered the moeque
with their boots on and detiled the sauctity of the place, insulted the
* Jmam "’ (priest) snd threw uway copies of the holy Koran. The
assuilants were requested by the priest in piteous terms not to molest

any further on which the sergeants and the guurds becamne only furious,

called him namex and threatened with committing nuisance in the very
mosgue.  These wets of utrocity have spread all around and have roused
a focling of horror and ndignation through the Moslem wurld.  Even
kingn have no authority to desecrate o mosyue and the boly Koran. The
party of non-co-operntors taking advantage of events of the nature are
taking a firm hold on the minds of the people. I am no non-co-operator
but an ardent co-operntor for the advancement of my country and her
people. T must speak ont the truth though I know perfectly well that
nothing s more bitter than truth as the Arubic proverb has it: Al
Hakku mor-run olow kana durrun It ix only deserving that wrong-doers
must be brought to book and it iv for that purpese « committee is sought
for.  If Government are opposed to the constitution of the gommittee
of iuquiry the people have only one and irresistible conclusion to make
that the authorities are shielding the wrong-doers knowing full well
that the committee, if formed, will give to the world the many unpleas-
ant things wliel at all costs must be suppressed. The Persian poet has
wnng that the keeper ax responsible for the bitings of his dog—AKah-
dahkan nadun sug porerid. 1f the matter is not properly inquired into
wnd proper netion ix not taken, the presumption will be thut Government
do not hesitate or are prepared ta wound the religious feelings of the
peaple. A change wan in might, many non-co-operators were at present
changing their cveed und vacillating to the side of the co-operators.
But at that psyohological moment the people stand thunder-struck at
the noww of these atrocious deeds deliberntely perpetruted. Want of
action on the part of Government will kindle fire into the hearts of men,
and it mayv not be surprising if this fire spreads through such inaction
and assumen the form of a huge conflagration which mav disturb Gov-
ernment in the peaceful administration of the people.  With these worda,
T heartily gupport all the resolutions.

Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: When T came to the Council, T had ne
desire to tuke any part in the debate for I did not at all know she place
of oceurrence nor had 1 any opportunity to know what actually took
place. B#t what has fallen from my friend Rai Radba Charan Pal
Bahadur has made n deep impression on my miwd, and I must admit it
har pained me to the greatest degree. Not only were there inroads on

-

the righta, libérties and freedom of the peope, but unfortunately for

na and unfortunately for the Government, the religious susceptibilitien
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of the Mubswmudans were brushed asde, aud 1t 1s ulleged by the Ra
gahadur tnat e seigoeants and others went so tur as not only to dese-
crate the mosgyue but to do sumething else wuich L shudder to repeat.
‘I'nese are matters which are undoubtedly very grave, und even it nalt
of what hag been alleged here be rus, then | must frankly suy tuat
Government stauds charged with u grave dershicion of duty. 1 hope
that all that has been said here 18 not true, but all the same, when thus
matter has been brought to the notice of the whole House wud when 1t
* 1 being pressed that n committee be formed to inguire mto the matter,
I think that Government should on no account stund agawnst such
proposal. It has been suid by owe of my colleagues, Mi. Travers, that
by this meats we shall be standing 1 the way of Government othaals
discharging their duties. 1 think it is the duty of every one of us to
see that the™Uovernment ofhcals ure sllowed o free haud in doing thewr
duty, but at the sume time it must be unpressed upon every Uovernment
othcial that he should on no account go out of his way and do things
which are vot at all legul: and further, things which bring mto con-
tempt the vory admunistration which they are bound 1o hold. 1 am
ufraid Mr. Travers seems to have overlooked the fuct that the allega-
tion about the desecration of the mwosque und things of u like nature war
of u very serious character, and he as a Christian and as a rehgious man
nh.ould, instead of opgosing the resolution, have taken thix matter into
consideration and pressed for a committee so thut the truth might come
out, and it the officers concerned were not gwilty of all that has been
alleged against them, certaiuly it will be tn their mterest also that this
commttee be formed. 1 remember in our younger duyvs when we used
to go to our Maulvis to 1ead owr holv books, they used 10 show the gieat-
ot respect to our boly bookx, nnd that 1 the ~ort  of trmnming  which
every true Moslem gets from his very bovhood, and, ux such, the Muham-
madans in general and 1 think also other persons, who have got a reli-
gious bent of mind, cannot but he offended by any sacrilegious acts
done by anybody, no matter whoever he might be.  So T say that 1f the
fucts alleged by the Rai Buhadur be true, there 1 absolutely no reason
why this Government should not bring down from their pedestal of
glory on which some of the officers might he and mete out to them proper
punishment for their aation; and if thev are not at all to blame in this
matter,gnd if therr is nothing againat them, the position of (iovernment
will be clear. Under the circumstances, T hope that Govergment will
agree to a proposal likd thic and sse that a committee is formed to
inquire into this matter.
L

Maulvi 4HAH ABDUR RAUF! [ rise to support the resolutions
relating to the incidents at Mechuabazar on the 26th Deosthber last.
1 wan not present there at the time of nccurrence, but fortunately, I
bad the opportunity of talking with persons who were on the scene just
ouv'the morning of the incident, and »o T came to know “somisthing of
what happoned in the early hours of the 26th December lust. The small
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Lours of the 26th December will, 1 um sure, be remembered by the men
of Mechusbuzar for  loug time. 1 am sure they felt that for some time
at least law and order was absent in the locality. Shops were looted,
thete were geueral assaults, and from what 1 could gather from the
people, who went there 1mediately after the scene, 1 can safely say
that fow oecurrences tovk place, namely, the death of a constable which
15 admitted on all hands, the fire in the tiled house—that i1s  also  ad-
mitted both by the people and Government, general assault of the
people of the locality, which [ do not know if Government udmit& or'
uot, and lust, though not the least, is the raid on the Mechuabazar mosque,,
A constable died, but us vet 1t has not been disclosed to us who is res-
ponsible for s death: asx yet we do not know who is respounsible for
the fire in the tled house, and we also do not know who is  primarily
responsible for rauling the mosque and generally sssaulting the people.
| feel greatly as o Mubammadan when I hear that  the Mechuabazar
mosque has been raided—not only raided in the ordinary sense of the
term, but it ax alleged sergeants entered there with boots on, entered
the praver hall, and furthermore my heart thrills to say that they tore
to pieces the holy Koran.  Whenever a Moslem hears of these things,
whether in Counetl or outside it, be he u  non-co-operator or a co-
aperator, Tndiwn or Turk or Ttuhan, should he profess the Muhamma-
dan rehgion, he can have no sympathy with the people who have torn to
pieces the holy Kotan and done other things, or with those who try to
whield them.  These are not adle talks: there wan a non-pfficial com-
muttee of mquiry. 1 have just gone through ther report and in clear
and unmistukeable terms the committee sayvs that they exammed per-
sons contected with the mosque  persons whom we are very  loth  to
thishelieve: and they gave evidence i the clearest terms that sergeants
entered the mosque with thenn boots on 1 wish all these were not true,
I doublyv wish that things hke this nesver happened, but if things like
this have happened, the offenders ought to be punished  Let us be
satisfied wlether actually things Iike this happened or not.  Tet there
be a committer of ingquiry. We are not asking anyvthing more  We
are nol asking Government to hehead the persons responsible for the
offences, to dismiss the people who were responsible for the atrocities;
we are not asking anvthing hke that; we nre simply asking Government
to inguire und tell us the plan trath and nothdng but the plaiw truth.
1 il to underctund why there should be anv opposition from the Gov-
ernment aide.  Mr. Travers opposes the formation of a committee of
inquiry on several gronnds. First of all, he says that it is common in
Council alwavs and often to ask for committees of inquiry “whenever
anvthing i< done in the name of law and order. 1 fail to understand how
this is a &ound argunient : it simply means that this Couneil is worthless
that it is alwave opposed to (Government. He says that it does not
became a democratic Government to always oppose its officers. but ecan
we with conscience nay that ours is o full democratic Government? He
sava that it ic the dutv of Goveroment to inquire into the matter. 1
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also suy this, and we are simply asking the Government to exercise that
duty. He e thut a commnittee of inquiry will be u special tribunal.
That is not so. It is sumply to inquire into the truth: 1t is not to punish
the officers concerned but to tind out the truth; pumshmont rests sutire-
ly in the hunuds of Government, The committee is to take evidence, #ift
the evidence and then find out the truth,  He suys that 1t will uffect the
general efficiency of the service. I fail to understund why this should be
so. I seems Mr. Travers s quite afraid that the committeo.is sure o
* blame Governmeut for all these things, 1 am not of that opiniou.  The
otommittee should be formed to mquire and inquire mmpartlly inte the
truth of the occurrences, and 1if anvbody 15 found lable for them it 18
jor Governmment to take action against them.
With these fev wands, 1 ash my brother councillors to supopt this
resolution and ask Grovernment to accept this

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTYTA: | heartily support the resola-
tion for un angiry. When one hears of these ineidents he s bound to
ery ont, ** they come, and still they come ' We huve had exporience
of this sort of incrdents, and there is alwavs a delibeate attempt to
suppress a fuir and public mguiry. So it 1x not oy for the sake of
the public, for the protection of hife and hiberty of the subjects, hut for
the suke of the good nume of the Government itsell that some public
inguiry ~hould he held into the incidents of this nuture, It cannot bhe
doubted that there is a great discontent over this, and if vou stifle an
imquiny hike this which ic the onlv outlet to the country for he purpose
of satisfving the people as to what aetually took place, you will compel
thing< 1o go below the surfoce, and certainly it will not be good for
any trovernment.

With these words, T henrtily support the resolution.

MEMBER in chrage of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT( the Hon'bie
Sir Henry Wheeler): The (‘ouneil has before it four resolutions, the
widest in 1t segpe being that of Babu Kishort Mohan Chaudhuri, which
would have an inquiry into the alleged cases of assault und other acta of
high-handedness committed on prisoners und other citizens by the police
and the military in Calcutts since the 17th November, 1921, presumably
up to date. That is further extended by Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray
to include the misdeeds of the Civil Guard, und the Council will doubt.
less appreciate the breadth of the inquiry which they are contemplating.
Fhe next one is that of Babu Surendra Nath Mallik, who would hiave a
similar inquiry into the inrcidents on three dates which he haa given,
while the two others are more restricted in scope and have referenoe to
the Mechunbazar incident only.

Now, I was interested to hear from the lips of one speaker® who took
pleasure in the fact, that these resolutions were but the logical and
legitimate sequel to the decision' of the (‘ouncil n fow davw ago. It
is perfectly true that a few days ago this Council did, by u small majority,
request the Government to desist from smy special action to ourtail the
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asctivities of the volunteers who are admittedly the backbone of the civil
disobedience movement, which is admittedly now recognised im practi-
cally all responsible quarters to be productive of nothing but disorder
and anarchy, and we now have the sequel which asks us not only to
desist from action, but to place upon their trial those officers who are
not respousible for the pohey of Government, but who were eutrusted
with the arduous and unpleasant tusk of enforcing it-officers who loyal-
Iy and admirably during recent days huve preserved this city from the
scones which have dikgraced Bombay and Madras, ad have maintained -
n degree of order which, in all the circumstances of the case, is to my,
mind, remarkable. I put it to the Council that even refraining from
arguing the case on any unpopulur hues, auch as administrative effi-
ctency or fuirness, 15 it wise, uat a time when the atmosphere is admitted-
Iy electrie, at u time when we may be on the eve of further disorder and
trouble, to place upon their trial the one body of men whe stand bet-
weon this Council and disorder—a body of men sorely tried by the attacks
upou them and upon whose diserpline sttucks are being made every day?
Init wise, to putitat its lowest, to put these men upon their trinl when
I ane prepared to show that they have heen honestly and faithfully try-
ing to fultil the duties entrusted to them by the executive Government ¥
Fauving the aspect of the police aloue, ix it again wise for this Council,
which is fust putting up a record with reference to the preservation of
law und order which is beginning to attract attention elsewhere, to add
one other sjriking exampla to that list?

Now, His Excellency and 1 have apoken so recently on the stute of
affuirs i Caleutta that 1t s needless to repeat 1 detarl.  The facts are
well known to us all. We know the policy which has been audopted,
and which we have heard from the mouth of Mr Gandh, of deliberately
gouding Government, if need be, ta compel shooting; of provoking and
asspulting the police; of divobeving orders and  of  courting  arrest.
And when we hear fromt Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray of “*the scenes in
the streets and parks thut the police huve created,”” one really wonders
to what extent distortion of the facts is to be carried in this Council
Chamber. The non-co-operators have openly gloried in the disturbances
they have created, and it ix only two days ago that one of the extremist
papers in this town took great eredit for the fact that they had restored
law and order by refraining from the activities which had brought about
lawlessness und disorder. Tt suggests rather the attitude of a burglar,
who, refraining from going out one night on kis work of depredation,
takea credit to himself for the fact that the crime atatistics will he less
by one. However that is the sttitude and to ignore it in impossible.
That having been the atate of affairs which has prevailed in the town,
it necessitated intervention on the part of Government to maintain law
and order, and a general justification of that policy has previoualy been
offered by me and othern. Bnut that intervention has necessitated the
spplication of a certain degree of force to meet force. Crowds have

f
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had to be broken up when they ohstructed traflic in the streets, meet-
ings—illegal meetings—called in defiance of orders, have had to be dis.
persed. 1 do not deny that a certain amount of force has had to be used,
but it had to be used directly in cousequence of the actions of those who
were seeking to break the law, and it is to my mind extraordinary that
locking to the length of time disorder bux been prevailing in thin city,
we should, thanks to the tact and moderation of the police, have passed
. through it with a minimum of personal injury inflicted upon the mem-
bers of the public and with but one tragic incident of the dead budy of
*a policeman found in Central Avenue.

Now us gve are asked to inquire into complaints, it ia well that |
should summarise briefly the complaints that have been brought to the
notice of Government.  As 18 well known, the Commissioner of Police
publicly offered fo inquire into facts brought to his notice, and it is also
wall known that thix ha« been the attitude of the executive GGovernment
also We have had a widespread prevalence of lnwlessness and atroci-
ties pictured to us by various speakers.  What are the actual complainta
that have been brought to the notice of Govertment?  We have had
the assault on Professor Heramby Chandia Maiten. 1 have previously
spoken of that incident, and althouph at the time it was reported to
His Fxcelleney as a case of bratal asaault, and reported in the  daily
pas an g merciless Belubouring, upon inguiry it proved to be w mere
push given under circumstances fur which, as 1 have expluined before,
this gentlemen was himself mainly to blame. We have next the case of
one Titendra Nath Ghosh.  There was a crowd outaide the thana, and
apparentiy he was hnatled in the disperaal of it Next dav he could not
show anv marks, although he wad he had marks the dav before, and
still was in pain But T put it to the Council that this wasx & most
trivial incident.

Then we have the cace of one K (', Das He flled an aflidavit that
he had heen wrongfully arrested merely because he put on khaddar andg
a Gandhi cap.

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: Is the Hon'ble Member re.
ferring to any incident connected with the Mechuabazar happenings?

Thes Hon'ble 8ir HENRY WHEELER: No; | refer to the case of
K. C. Das. He admitted that he had put on khadder and gpne out to
see whether he would be arrested.  He joined some volunteers who were
molesting a shopkegper, and some soldiers arreated him along with the
others. *When he was taken hefore the police he said that he was not
a volunteer. The police officer in charge It him go after telling him
that he was a foolish young man te do this sort of thing, and fhat he was
sorry for the inconvenience he had heen put to but which he had largely
brought upon himself.

The next complaint waa the alleged assuult on Chirs Raujan Dus,
to which also T have previously alluded in this Council,

,
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Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: May I rise to a point of order?
Is the Hon'ble Member entitled to refer tothe case of Chira Ranjan Das
which i not the subject matter before the Council?

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Bshu Surendra Nath Ray): Yes,
because it s included in the general charge of assault against the
police. )

The Hon’ble 8ir HERRY WHEELER: Chira Ranjan Das, although -
he hud ample apportunifies of bringing his case to the notice of respons-
hle officers ut the time, did not do so, but eventually came out with
wtatement which, in the fuce of the medical evidence, cannot be anything
hut an exaggeration.

Another case of complaint is alleged aseault by Mr. Kidd, into
which inquiry is being made in an approprinte and proper way by a pro-
necution which has been instituted against two newspapers  for libel,
in the couree of which the facts will be ehicited.

Thewe, apart from the Mechunbazar affair with which T will  deal
later, are the incidents that have been brought to the notice of Govern-
ments and T pmt it to the Couneil that thev do not justify the impres-
sion that is wought to he created.

T now turn to the incidents that have been bronghi to the notice,of
the Commissioner of Police, and T will read Mr Clarke’s repart : —

The only apecific complaints of ansanlt against the police or militars were the
following -—

{a)  On the 2tat November 1821, an Ooriya cooly ealled Kristopati complained at
Jorasanke Pohce-station that while standing 1n a erawd on larrison Road he wan
snnaulted by & soheh He could not aay who or what the saheh wan  There were
light injurien on him w0 his complaint was gocorded and he wan sent to Hospital
where he wir dressed and discharged

(b} On the Bth December 1021, Profeasor Heramba Chandra Maitra complained
to Mr Wilson at Lal Barar that he was ansaulted by triuops, the details of the case
are known to Government  The Professar told Mr Walson that he chd not want to
preas the matter or demand an inquary.

(¢} On the 12th Docember, 1921, the Fourth Presidency Magiatrate drew the
attention of the Commixmemer of Police to the case of an accused who appeared
hefore hum with his head bandaged, and complaimed of assault by a sorgeant at
Grant Ktreet ont-post  Sergeant Hunt, the officer in question, explained that after
some arrests in the Now Market. a crowd attacked the Qrant Btreet oyt-post in
ardder to rescus the prisoners, and the accused, who wan one of the crowd, was
arvested. an® in pushing him through the door of the out-post he tripped over the
hntel, fell and knocked his head sgainst a bench.

iy On the 16th December, 1921, Baby Knishna Kumar Mitra mmpl’ivmi that
& Bengnh student had been assaulted by n sergeant for no reason in Amherst Street
O inguiry by the Deputy Commismoner, it appeared that two days before an attack
had been ifkde on Muchipara thana and two sergeauts were then deputed to keep
the cronning clear  The student m queation refused to move when ardered to do so.
and was pushed of.  Whén seen 24 hours after the occurrence he had no marks of
mpury.

(f) On the 24th December, 1921, & man named Haladhar Sikdu' of 28, Ulta-
danga Road. was injured by the pelies in Cornwallis Btreet. At the time sergeants

[
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Heary.and Doran were sssisting the Corporation offices to light gas lamps, when
they were attacked by a mob, whe tock away the ladder, pelted them with stones
and put out the lamps already ht. The sergeants then had to disperse the crowd
and Haladhar Sikdar got a biow on the head and fell down. He was removed to
hospital and has since been discharged.

1o & few other cases of trial of prisoners by the &th Premdency Magistrate,
complaints were mldo.of assault by sergeants on escort, byt no orders were received
from trying Magistrates on these allegations

The only person reported to have received sertous injuries was Haladhar Sikdar

* whase case has been noted on above.

o Generally speaking, 1t was an ever)-day eccurrence throughout the northern
part of the town from the {th of December onwards, that crowds of volunteers
collected. shogging Gandht Maharay ki yar, threateming shop-keepers, and sbatruct-
mg trafic  In some cases, particularly on the oceanton of the arrest of Mr. C. R
Das’s son, of Mrs Das. and when Professor Maitra complatned of being assaulted,
erowds assumed a most threatening attitude, and had to be dinpersed by forve,
but tn no case texcept that of Haladhar Sikdar) was such foree used an resslted in
ANY seMONs IN)Ury

That, Sir, as Mr. Clarke’s account and T agmin put it to the Couneil
whether 1t bears out the allegations which have beeu made.

Then | come to the Mechunbuzar meident. We have been told that
we have pubhished a belated communigue, although 1n the communigue
itself we explinued the circumstances under which 1t was issued at that
tpe.  The affair was the subject of a resolution which might have been
reached at an carher mecting of the Counail, and we eapected to make
u statement on the subject then,  But that opportunity did not urise,
und so, rather than wat 6ll to-dav, we pubhshed o communigue quite
tecently. I that communt¥ue we have given the facts.  But aw re-
ference has been made to information which was given to me peison-
ally, 1 would like to draw the attention of the Council to certain cir
cumstances connected therewith, Tt o< perfectly true that Ba Radha
Charan Pal Babadur cume to me on the evening of Monday, the 26Gth
December, with certuin gentlemen, aml complained of what has been
referred to more than once thix afternoon as a pohice rard He e
quested me to give u promise for a tull public mquiry, und 1 may men-
tion, un an example of the dunger of frusting to these methods of bring-
ing facts to our notice, that when I asked the Rai Buhadur ** why «hould
the police hnve acted 1 such an unrensonable wuy and assaulted people
withouteany cause whatever '’ the answer I got was ** that is what they
sy '’; no reason was forthcoming. But although the Raj HBuhadur
now says that the facte were kuown all over the town, and although he
now admits that that morning he was in the north of the town himself,
vet he ndver mentioned to me the origin of the whole trouble, namely,
the murder of a constable on the mght of the 23th. He and other
speakers nowsklaim that there was no option but for a non-officthl inquiry
to be held.  Was there nooption® I iefused to prgmine offhand a public
inquiry, but T asked Mr. Clarke to ascertain the facts and the first thing
that he did was to_send a Deputy Commissioner to the Rai Bahadur's
house——

T
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" Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: Did the police come te me?
The Hon'ble 8ir HENRY WHEELER: [ am told that the Deputy

Commissivner came {o hin and asked bim if he could produce the men
whose shops were looted. No complainants were forthcoming, and in
the circumstances we ordered a departmental inquiry to be made and
the facts are contained in the communiqué which Has been published.
Put brieflv, after the finding of the dead body of the constable in the
earlv hours of the morning, the police thought that the people of the
loeality which was elose to a haunt of well-known bad characters, must e
have been cognisant of, if not connected with, thé murder, and they
called on the inmates of a tea-shop, in which there were lights burning,
and three ndjoining shope to coma out.  The people did not do so and
ns there were signs of their escaping from the back, the police, in their
search for the guilty person, broke open the tea-shop and three adjoin-
ing shops und took certuin people whom thev found in them to the thana
for inquiry.  As tegards the mosque which is said to have been entered,
I'muv point out that it i< ot xome distance from the scene of operations,
and there was no reagon for the police to have entered it. The police
throughout were in charge of responsible officers, including two Deputy
Commissioners, one Assisdant Commissioner, one inspector and two snb-
inapectors.  After huving nreeded these people the police went awgy
leaving three constubles 1 charge  Shortly after that a fire occurred
in the vicinity and the pohee had to go to that spot to protect the fire
engine, which was being stoned ; that was o separate matter, but it indi-
eates the state of feeling that was prevailing.  After the main incident
of the surder, word was evidently sent to the bad charncters in other
parts of the town, and they came down to the number of neatly 3,000
and drove away the three constubles, and for 46 minutes  there was
noither law nor order in the locadity.  We have the statements of our
own officers and of other people who, owing to terrorism, will not come
forward to give their evidence tn public, that for that time the locality
wan completely in the hunds of the mob and thﬁ looting by goondas did
then take place.  These are the fucts of the case so far as we can ascer-
tain, but this incident of the mob taking possession of the locality: for
45 minutes has not been alluded to by a single speaker thia afternoon.
On the other hand an attempt has Keen made to rouse religious animosi-
ties hy apeaking of the desecration of holv places and damage to sacred
hooks.  One of the speakers has acknowledged that he did not know
anything ahout this case before this afterncon, but e is influenced by
thia uncorroborated atatement to press for an inquire. A deliberate
attempt has thus been made by certain non-Mubammadan mm
bring in their Muhammudun fellow-members on their side- W this apﬂml

to religions sentiment, .

Mr. HUSEYN SHAHEED SUHRAWARDY: Sir, what does Sir
Henry Wheeler mean by ** yncorroborated statement *'?
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%% DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Dlease do not interrupt. -

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: | have now dealt with vari-
ous specific incidents and will explain in general terms what the policy
of Goavernment in this matter is. [f acts of repression or wrong-doing
are alleged by any private citigen, the obvious course for him is to lay
an information b#fore the proper magisterinl fathorities. The courts
are open, and there are deputies, arMgf an informution is lodged hy any
private person the usual machinery afthe law will be put inte foree,
That is the proper course, 1 submit, for any mewber of the public who
complains of wrong-doing to take.  Why is it that no complaint of that
kind was l&iged even though a direct invitation was made to le ta
come forward® It canngt have been for lack of witnesses; we are 1610 that
there are shoals of wilne<ses and some of the membeord know their numes
But for reasons best known to those coficerned, it ssems evidence will not
be put forward in the way the law provides for. but it is to he adduced
after an atmosphere hus heen ereated by means of fnsinuations and
appeals to religions prejudice. But, apart from that, if anybedy comes
forward and make< an allegation we have ~uid we are t Hing to wuke an
inquiry, either magisterial or departmental, nccording 4o the circum.-
stances of the case.  The inquiry into the Mechunhurae< incident  was
departmentul; into thy  Fntally and Howrahiineudents it was  magl-
sterial.  But due« an inquiry of thut kind satisfy our crities?  When
we had the mugisterinl inquiry ut Howrah the  non-co-operation  party
abstained from giving evidence; at the Entallv inquiry  the People's
Protection Society, of which'we huve heard <o much  thic aftesnoon,
stated that they would not give evidence, and even in the case of & convie.
tion by a court- u~ we had an instance 8 few days ggo- - even the fuct that
statements have been proved in conrt to be fulse und even eriminal
does not carry convietion to members who repeat them here,  Well, Sir,
that is the policy of Government in regurd to these complaints. 1f there
are complaints to be muade, let them be lodged in the proper way, I
they are not lodged in tlin proper way before & court, let some one cope
forward and make an duthoritative statement hefore the  Executive.
We cannat lend ourvelves to the tactics which are usually  adopted in
th matters. We have in the beginning a flood of anonymous and
vague allegatinns in #he papers, to which I previously alluded here in
connection with Chandpur, and of which I can give another atriking
example in Stmnection with this very Mechuabazar affair.  Thia is what
appeazed in the Vagak of the 26th December:—

Lawieafness has come into existence in Calcutta. From the reports bom‘

Wn would m that the success of the Aarfal has driven lha.nulhon!wu

bave also been received of the police having set fire ti°s hut near

m Mechusbazar Road crosming Iast night. Those coming out of the

hot wee amssulted and shot. Even this mogaing, sssaulta and blank firing are con-
tinaing. It is smid that three corpses were sway in 8 fire-brigade motor.

The police are stated to have looted the o snd some shop-keepers are under
ATL Thaere are marke of blood on Central Avenue at the Mechusbassr crosaing.
1t 16 said that last night the mosque at Mechuabasar was broken open and an entry

8
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offocted. The police are said to have entered premises No. 120-7, Harrison Road,
and looted Rs. 700 worth of goods. Buttons, badges, etc., belonging to the police
were Joft bebind. Two men were sc severely asasulted that they have been taken
to the Marwari Visudhanand Hospital. It 1s also stated that Raja Basar was looted
carly this morning. ,

That is & good example of these tnctics which are persistently follow-
ed. This is the first stage—to get irresponsible newspapers to make
virulent statements. That is followed by an informal inquiry, and when
the ground is well prepured, the question js brought up in this Tegis--
lative Council with a demand for s non-official inquiry. Now to these,
tactics we cannot lend vurselves and to these requests we cannot accede.
I put it to the Council tha¥ in these matters, as has been painted out by
Mr. Travers, members ure apt to misunderstand their functions, This
Council has been given an important position in the administration of
the province; it has almost a paramount voice in matters of finance nnd
legislation, and on general matters it can, through the medium of reso-
lutions, advise (Government. But I know of no Legislative Assembly in
the world which seeks to constitute itself into a kind of super-tiibunal
for the trinl of (Government servants—(Giovernment servants who are
merely trying to discharge their duties. These trials are to bhe held
after an atmosphere of suspicion has been created, and without any of
the safeguards which are provided for by the proper judicial machinery
which the law contemplates.  That was never a function which the
Council was intended to perform, and it is a function which is entirely
unfitted to perform.  In this particular matter all these tactics have been
used to discredit the police, in respect of whom I submit that special
obligations lie on the Executive Government which we ure hound to
recognise.  {ur police are entitled to protection in the performance of
the difticult work which devolves upon them, and that protection is not
afforded if they are exposed to the line of attack which has been advocated
this afternoon.  Again, there is the matter of the discipline of the police.
Obviously, in the police, which in some respect resembles the army, a
high stundard of discipline must be maintained, But it is impossible to
do no if we ure to adopt the line of judging”the acts of the police by a
non-official inquiry of the kind now suggested. No army in the world
would tolerate such a thing, and in no country of the world would such
a suggestion be adopted.  For all these reasons, Sir, T put & to the
Council that this theory of police lawlessness in  Caleutta from the
17th of November onwards, has in no way been snbstantiated. There
has heen regrettable lnwlessness since that date, hut the police hawe been
the restraining influence and they have exercised their influence in a
manneg which, taken as a whole, is more worthy of our graise than our
condemnation. For these reasons, Sir, T am not prepared $o accept this
recommendation which has heeg put before us. .

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: From what has fallen from
the Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler T gather that as only a few isolsted
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complaints had reached him that is proof conclusive to his mind there was
no cause of grievance at all. He has moreover complained of the tactics
of the non-officials in bringing thece resolutions here. 1 complain on the
other hand of the tactics of Guvernment ax recently and repentedly
exhibited in the communiqués which have been published. Duoes the
the Hon’ble Member, for Government know that these communrgués do
not satiafy or deceive anybody? The duys of red-hot eyes and chuprao
reporta are over and we now stand upon our rights and we want {o huve
the police under proper control.  We do not care to listen to such
deaningleas argumenta that no LopiulutiveA,‘f)lnu-il in the world would
be permitted ?:) take up this attitude of awapdgegribunal.  But, Sir, the
Hon'ble Member conveniently forgets to rememiher that nowhere in the
world there is such a Legislative Council as ours.  Sir, this dvarchial
system has proved to he hopeless and this Legislative Couneil ia absotutely
helpless, and the Government are taking advantage of that helplesaness,

Nothing in extenuation has beem anid by . &ir Henry Wheeler as
regards the Entally affair.  Much has been said of the shooting of the
constable at Mechunbazar.  That ineident which still renmins shrouded
in mystery is unquestionably n deplorable one.  But  what nbout  the
Indian who was <hot dead at Entaully and about whom the Hon'ble
Member has not <poken a word. A man was killed there by the ivil
(tuad in brond dayhight. What about that¥ What about the serious
assault committed on passers-by for over o length of a mile by the Civil-
Guard and sergeants and a number of loote committed by them on the
way af Entally ? Hus Sir Henry Wheeler suid anything about it ?

CHIEF SBECRETARY to COVERNMENT (Mr, M, L. Stephenson):

May I rise to a point of order?  The Entally affair is aub jrdice.

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: You should not refer to  the matter

which 18 sub judice.

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: Was it not euli judicr when
Sir Henry Wheeler allinled to it® It is sub judice to ma and not to him!
1 did not refer to it by o single word in my opening speech,

The Mon'ble 8ir HENRY WHEELER: May I offer o word of
explanatian? T think the Council will benr me out when I say that 1
have never referred to any of the details of that incident, .

Bahu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: Nor would I refor to any of
the detailss [ simply mention the fact that a man was killed and noth-
ing was done in the matter and that we want an inquiry.

As regards the Mechuabuzar incident, the Hon'hle Member ﬁu‘; anid
that epportunity was taken to rouse the religions asimosity of a certain
section of the people. Speaking for my#f, I may say that in my refer-
ence to the Mechuabszar incident, I did not for one moment try to rouse
reli&iouu animosity. I did not aay one word about it and I would

.
Ra
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leave it to those who have seen and suffered from the incident to speak
for themselves. Where then are the tactics? It is the Government
who employ tactics in  your communiqués. You publish in your
communiqués informations which only reach the Hon’ble Member from
the parawallas, then through the Inspector, the Assistant Commissioner,
the Deputy (‘ommissioner and the Commissioner of Police. The reports
of those very policemen whose conduct -is in  question are
flourished before us with a little retouching by a skillful hand and this is
the thing to which an imposing continental name of communiqué has
been given nnd we ure here called upon to accept that as gospel. We,
however, refuse to do that. 1 have gathered what took place there, T
have seen injuries on men and women by the dozens. T have seen doors
battered and the boxes forced open. I have heard from people
whom ] have questioned that when they went to the lotal police to lodge
information they were told—Gandhi ka pas jao (go to Gandhi). This
wis the reply they received and in the face of these facts, can the Hon'ble
Member sfand up and sav that there was no complaint and that the
people did not come to lodge complaints® If a committee of inquiry is
formed, al} thisx evidence would be placed hefore it and hefore the public
in u formal wav, where then is the harm of constituting a committee?®
Why are the Government afraid of a committee 1f evervthing is all
right? Why do they pot accede to vur requesi? Thev know very weli
that their communiqués are not accepted by the people. 1 it were pot
s, where was the necessity of instituting libel cases against newspaper
in the Police Courts at so much expense over the affair of a serious
assnult on a lady by s Deputy  Commissioner st Bhawanipur
qutte recently? They had already published a ecommunigué us regards
the uffurr. Then why thix nervousness? Why again have these
vases  been instituted?  Why s all this money  being  wasted?
Tt is only because they know full well that the people do not believe their
communiques and therefore they felt that it was necessary for them to
get some sort of magisterinl gloss and support to it.  We understand all
this.. We are not children here.  We may be a subject-race, but we are
not fools.  We dan very well understand that these cnses have been
brought only to gag our mouths by making the matter somehow
2ub judice.  What is the good of saving all that?® Why not honestly
say that we nre o mighty Government and we do not care to accept you.r
suggestions. By all mean« we will then keep chup over it. We have
been told that first of all we make vague insinuations in the Preas which
we then follow up by questions and then by resolutions in the Council.
That is our tactics. 1 emphatically deny this. If however, these are
tacti®<hen publishing in  Government communiqués statements of
policethen which arembpaolutely false and then prosecute people at public
expense through alleged offenders—is not that tactics as well and that
of a highly queationable character® Things which we know personally
to be fulse—are we not entitied to say so?  This is not the praper v.y'o.l
>
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_meeting us when we ask for more light. What are we to do? We ap-
proached His Excellency—we asked him to help ua in the situation, we
prayed for his help in this matter, we pruyed for a deputation to place
definite facts before His Excellency, but we were told thut nothing good
would come out of it and that no useful purpose would be served by giving
us a hearing. Are we guing to be told that useful purpose can only be
served by issuing communigués to the effect that the police ure so muny
angels! Would this story be believed in this country ? ¥ou may publish
your communiqué any number of them, but we do not believe them.
What I said at the time of the adjournment of the House two months ago,
I repeat now gnd that is that we should control the hooligans ux well an
the police and that therein the safety lies. Do not give us mere
communiqués.  They are believed by nobody. 1 do not like to say any-
thing more, but I say this that beyond reading out police reports nothing
has been shown by Sir Henry Wheeler ax to why there is no necessity for
making any inquiries into these incidents in which the Civil Guards and
the police huve run amok und beaten anybody and everybody and looted
weveral pluces. There was a man shot dead at Entally and so far us we
know it was all over the purchase of some oranges by the Civil Guard
who taok them away without payment.

The Hon’ble 8ir HE"RY WHEELER: May I rive to a point of

order? This refers to the ¥ ntally case which is sub judice.

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: I um speaking about a thing
which 15 not aeh judice. That magistrate 1s satting simply for ascer-
taming the cause of the denth of one poor Indinn, ** name- unknown "'
and nothing else. | am not speaking about the cause of the denth of
this unfortunate man I wmerely allude to the incident which occurred
at Entally, namely, the death of an Indian, for the purpose of xhowing
the necessity of an inquiry into the whole runge of those incidents of
which this was only o part und a small one.  The Hon'hle Menber has
said that the duties of the Army and the Police are xomewhat similar as
they ure both subject to a high standard of discipline. T believe that it
18 owing to this strong sense of discipline that they beat people indiscri-
minately, robbed the oranges of a poor man and looted others right und
left at l.mnll\ und fired at men from the roof of a house.

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: You had better not allude #o that

incident,.
Sabu SORENDRA NATH MALLIK: A« vou pleuse, Sir, I bhave
done. .t

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadurs May I, mre to a pofat of
explanation? Sir Henry Wheeler said thut the Deputy Commissioner of
Police, Northern Division, asked me for information about the persons
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whose shops were lovted. 1 emphatically deny that }(he Deputy Com-
missioner asked me anything about it. |

The Hon'blé 8ir HENRY WHEELER: May I correct the member?
I did not say that he asked him for information sbout the persons whose
shops had been looted. My information is that he asked him to produce
the complainants. -

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: T emphatically deny that.
The Deputy Commissioner never came to me nor did he inquire anything
of the kind.  No official communication was mada to me either. .

Bubu Surendra Nath Mallik's resolution was then put to the vote, the
other resolutions on the subject having been withdrawn and a division

was tuken with the following res

Afzal, Nawabzads K. M., Khan Bahadur.

ult i

AYES.

© Karimg Mautvt Faziul.

Ahmad, Xhan 8 . Maulvi Emaduddl

Khan, Mauvivi Namid-ud-gin.

Ahmed, Khan B , Mauly) W
Ahmed, Maulvl Azaharuadin.

Ahmed, Mauivi Rah Uddin.

Ahmed, Maulvl Yakulnuddin.

Ahmad, Munshi Jafar,

All, Mr. Byed Nasim.

All, Munehi Amir,

Afl, Munshi Ayubd.

Arhamuddin, Mauivl Khandahkar.

Azam, Khan hadur Khwaja Mehamad.
Bansrjse, Ral Sahadur Abinas Chandra.
Shattacharjl, Babu Nem Chandra.
Bose, Mr. 0. M

Chaudhurl, Babu Kishert Mohan.
Chaudhuri, Ral Harsadranath,

Cohen, Wr. D. 4.

Ds, Babu Fanindraial.

DOulta, Badu Annada Charan.

Dutta, Sabu indu Bhushan,

Hag, Shah Byes Emdadul.
Midy, Maulvl Exramui.

] in, Mauiv!

Karim, Mauivi Abdul.

Sanerjen, the Hen'bis Bir Surendra Nath.

Barten, fr. H.

Siss, Wr. 8. K.

Bempas, Mr. C. W,

Chaudhuri, the Hen'ble the Nawad Saiyld
Hawall' AR, Khan Sahadur,

Khan, Mauivi Md. Rafigue Uddin.
Mahkramali, Munshi,

Maitik, Babu Surendra Nath,
Mitra, Ral Bahad

Maltra, Dr. Jatindra Nath.
Mukharji, Babu Satish Chandra.
Mukherjes, Babu Mitya Dhen.
Nakey, Mirzs: Muhammad Al
Nashar, Badbu Hem Chandra.

Pal, Rat Bahadur Radha Charan.
Rauf, Mauivl Shah Abdur.

Ray, Kumar Shid Shekhareswar,
Ray, Ral Bahadur Upendra Lal

Ray Chaudhurl, Mr. Xrishna Chandra.
Ray, Babu Nalint Nath.
RAay, Maharaja Bah Ksh

i

Roy, Mr. Bljey Presad Singh.

Roy, Mr. Tarit Bhusan,

Ray, Ral Bahadur Laiit Mehan Singh.
Ray, Raja Maniisii Bingh.

sarkar, Babu Jogesh Chandra.

Sinha, Babu Surendra Narayanm.
Suhrawardy, Mr. Huseyn Shaheed.

NOES.

Larmeur, Mr. F,'A.
Manharajaghiraja Bahadur of Burdwan,
the Hen'bie.

Mitter, the Hon'bie Mr. P. C.
Mergan, Mr.

Ras, Wr, W. B

Rakim, the Hen'bie Sir Addwr-,
Skinmer, Mr. M. E.
Spry, Mr. N, £,
Stark, Mr. M. A,
Stephemsen, Mr. K. L.
Swan, ¥r. 4. A L
Travers, Mr. W. L.
Waish, Mr. C. P.
.\Niotier, the Hen'bie Sir Heury.
Werdswerth, Wr. W. C.

-
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Political expleitation pf Indian labour.

w
Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: I move that ** this
Council recommends to the Goverument that an inquiry be made into
the causes and agencies leading to political exploitation ot Indian labour
within the last 12 months in Bengal.”

The wording of the resolution may appear to muny as rather vague.
What I mean is the use of ignoiant Indian labour us pawn in the revo-
" lutionary propaganda which has been at full swing throughout the
country. 0

In the cqurse of my investigations of u few labour disputes, 1 mean
strikes and also in connection with my Trade Union Inquiry, 1 founa
out marks of political activities o1 a doubtful character which I consider
inimical to the welfare of Indinn labour. Let me glw you just a few
instances. There was u Trade Union Congress held in Jherriah WQra-
last Christmas with most praiseworthy objecta, riz., to formulate labour
gridvances and specially to focus public attention {0 the wretched
conditions of the Indian miners. They discussed all sorts of things from
Jalianwallubugh to the imprisonment of Mohamed Ali, the Taff Vale
(Case and searay and all the rest of it and more than 20,0 coal miners
were made to attend from day to day to hear things which had very
remote connections wAth problems of their brend und they were made
to lose 2 or 3 days’ wages.  Specl cables running to 6,000 words were
drafted giving a vivid descrniption of the greatest lubour demonstration
Indin has ever scen and sent to the Daily Herald and other communist
papers 1n Furope. There was u racial excitement resulting in mar pit
and arrest of a few miners. The Bombay telegraph office fortunately
refused to transmit the meusage as being objectionable. Had the
message appeared in the Herald, Furopean labour politiciuns and
communists and syndicalists would have declared in no uncertain terms
that united Indian labour demands that the British should quit India
for good or that India is ripe for syndicalism. 1 call this, Sir, exploita-
tion of labour of a very doubtful character. Tuake the strike of the
dock lubourers in January last over the unfortunate ill-treatment of a
dock coohie who dared to put a Gandhi cap on.  The strikers demanded
the immediate release of Mr. (. . Dax, who was then an under-trial
prisone?, which sounded very much like direct action. It was a strike
which was distinetly political and non-economic and not forealleviation
in the conditions of the employment of the duckers. Rir, we have a
very bitger memory of a direct action of thiy kind over the Assam-Ben-
gal Railway. It was a political strike und swaraj was dangled before
the strikers. Tt was a svmpathetic strike declared in sympathy with the
refusal of the poor tea garden coolies to continue their work in sintul
gardens—it was a direct actiom against the ottrageous conduct of the
murderous Goorkhas at the instygation of a satanic Government. 1
“shall quote instances of what happened within a few miles of this city.

- -
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Juu mill coolies of Barsnagore and Rishra were p(-rsuadeg to parade
the streets of Culoutta prior to the December hartal to court arrest and
go to juil for the suke of metherland. - They were sent for trial to
“Jorabagan Court and when asked by the Magistrate they did not know
what was hartal or swwaray, but they were not afraid of the jail. T call
this, Sir, u deliberute attempt to exploit ignorant labour for revolu-
tionary purposes.  They were given an hour to reconsider their position
and express regret,  They canié eut of the Court room into the compound
und were prompted by young school-bays who acted as scouts, to refuse
to express vegret.  They went to jail all right, but were refused, work
after relesse by the Mill Marager amd T had to fight their case out
before Mr. Langford James, an Lon'ble member of this Couneil. It
caused u strike and mwen were idle for & number of days and hundreds
to my knowledge had to return henre us there was practically a lock out
fullowing the strike.

Tahall now deal with another aspect of this exploitation specially by
the Khilafutists in the jute mili area. Fiery speeches are delivered
regulaily to the noll-hunds. They demund in the name of the Khilufat,
the revision of the Treaty of Nevres, evucuation of the Greeks and so
forth.  Learned intellectuals may understund this slogun, but it i<
beyond the comprebension of the mill-hands, steeped in ignorance not
only by foreign rule but by rebigious and sectal prejudices and
superstitions

Such propagunda based on the questionnble doctrine of utilising the
ignorance of the musses in order to make theny do the hidding of the
Congress or the Khilufat Comuntter cunnot be expected to produce the
desired result.  1f the masses ure to be drawn anto the «truggle for
national freedom, 1t will not be done by exploiting  their ignorance.
Their consciousness must be vovsed first of wll. They must know what
they are ighting tor.  They must be thade to fight for their immediate
ueeds.  Thewr aspurations of life are to get suthicient food and clothing
und enjoy hare comforts of hte and they constitute 90 per cent. of our
people. 1 mean the muasses including  raiyats and workers.  All
programme must be dragged down from the heights of abstract idealism
and made consistent with the supply of their material needs. The
objective of their fight should net be deserts of Mesopotamis and Arabia
or Constantinople but should be found in their huts and workshops.
They should be helped in their economic fight—the eternal struggle of
the ruiyat and the coolie for bare existence. Instead of getting any
assikiance to kgup the wolves out of deor from their Nationalist .friends,
these peor wage-earners are made to subseribe lurge sums towards Ango-
ra and otheg funds. Tustead of utilising every chance to make extra few
annas ax they had during the Roval Visit they are made to observe hartals,
» sort of spiritual sucrifices as my friend Mr. A. C. Dutt observed the
other day. the true meaning of which their ignorant mind cannot
comprehend. These stribes and hortals, they are told, prepare the
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. .
grouad for a hational or a genera! strike leading to peremptory atfiihe
ment of swaraj—a sort of revival of gond old days when no one had
any trouble about food and clothing. Sir, this kind of idealism or
mysticism may appeal to those who have no cares for the morrow. Ta -
a simple wage-earner who works dor his bread and who hardly gets twe”
square meals a day, it sounds like a miracle that swara; will synchronise
with the removal uf all his sufferings. It in a great misfortune to the
large body of industrial workers and detrimental to their interest that
“the racial factor is lately introduced into their disputes. It is with a
feeling @f repulsion 1 rec all my experiences of o strike and subsequent
lock-out of the workers of the fndian Standard W agon Company at
Hirapur neaf Asansol. A poor Chinaman Supervisor was done to death
and the Furopean eugineer was <everely nssaulted.  The Manager of o
Jute mill in Ghoosery was beaten and the lutest vietum of this mar pit
mania 8 the Manager of a jute mill in Tittagarh. A spirit of disobe.
dience to constituted authority ha~ 1ts echo 1 the mills, minex and
plantations and 1t is becommyg ore and more dithicult to maintain the
authority of management —no matter whether that management is
Indian or European o1 Amencan: brish * Larkinism "' xeems to be,
peeping in the industrial hornzon.  One is reminded of the groat Belfas.
and Dublin strikes enginecred Ly Jun Larkin, Fven Latkin though he
fought tooth and nml ggam<t Belfast masters to redress the dockers’
econumic grievances, he never weited brich lubowr for the overthrow of
the English Government, neither did he allow the millions of Irish work-
ers to be exploted for the great Sinn Fein movement. 1 have the great-
est respect for one or twao sjacerc lnbom workers belonging to the
extremist camp  They never seek to ympose their political views on the
simple work-folkx for whose economic uplift they sacrifice valuable time
and money.  No one knows more intimately thun Mahatma Gandhi the
niigerable conditions under which millions of ** honest ' workers eke
out their existence und no one 1~ more unxious that this saviour of the
depressed classes to protect these poor souls from economie, social and
political exploitation.  1In fuct it was he who had the cournge of convic-
tion to declare during his tour in A«vam that the Railwuy strike there
was a very sad busines« and that ** direct ”* action should never have
been resorted to. Not until this declarntion did it dawn upon Bengal
leaders that luhour should be leit severely nlone.  The Mabatma repeated
the same declarntion after the terrible tragedy in Bombay nnd 4ele-
graphed to Caleutta to uvoid polities] exploitation of labour as it is
absolutely unripe fur his non-violent mission. His chelas have either
misundersfood his injunctions or have deliberutely dindbeyed them.
One word more about this terrible strike on the major portion of the Fast
Indian Railway systems and I have done. It hag been described in news-
papers that the recent strike is a purely political one. It i very difBculy,
to judge from insufficient evidence whether the cutburst was enginsered
for political purposes. One thing is certain that there is a new conscious-
ness ofiself-respect—a new spint of comradeship wbi(;h in in evidence

.

x
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‘Amonag Indian workmen to-day. This rising spirit which did not exist
before in the samne degree an it is now is responsible for resentment for,
and even retaliation against ill-treatment, abuse or assault. It is this
spirit which is at the bottom of this Railway strike. It is more or less
an industrial insurrection thun a strike. Petty grievances of the menial
staff, such as refusal to grant leave or chastisement for ordinary mis-
conduct not in Tundla alone but in almost all the locomotive sheds
throughout the line have been exploited by so-called labour workers
who have more zenl for work than practical knowledge of labour °
conditions, “

The strike which originuted at Tundla as u result of alleged assault

on u fireman, Ramlal, by a driver and u shunter has many features
common to the last strike at Jhajha. Jhajha strike was the outcome
of & rumour thut an Indin fireman was done to denth by a European
driver. It was proved by a judicial inquiry that the death was due to
ate aet of God, viz., an aceident and not the act of the European driver,
but thut did not arrest the spread of the strike to almost all the locomotive
sheds in Bihar resulting i complete dislocation of trude and specially
epal mining.  We had an-inquuy in which the men were strongly
represented but Khilatatists uppeared on the scene from Madhupore and
had the inquiry boyeotted for'a while, but better sense prevailed in the
e, We sut from duy to duy exnmining every possible witness gnd
came 1o an unamimous finding  The European forcman against whom
the men had grievances was compelled to take leave. In this strike o
committee was offered by the Railway Compuny  provided the men
tesumed, but rumours were sprevad that an tuguiry would not be impartial
and nothing could be done.  Deliberate attempts have been made lately
to whuke all faith in inquiries ond there the agitators’ hand is clearly
visible. A ruemd fuctor hus beeic deliberntely introduced and agents are
deputed ull over the line to incite railway hunds. 1 have been approached
to mediate in the mutter, but I ugreed on vne condition that the racial
factor must be removed from tie list of grievances, but that did not
agree with the leaders of the <titke. 'The result is thut the premier
Railway line of Indi, the main artery of trade and commerce, is in the
grip of an insurrection the like ot which has never been seen before. It
is only this morning that I heard that the Bengali chief clerk at Asansol,
Mr. Huxru, who was severely assaulted the other day by the strikers,
has succumbed to his injury.
* 1, therefore, move that an inquiry be made how far revolutionary
politics has entered in the industrial field and how we can eliminate it
and save the poor workers on whom depends the very fabric of our
society, from being further exploited for revolutionary purposes.

. MEMBER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the Hon’ble
Mr. 4. M. Korr): T am sure we must all sympathise with Mr. Chaudhun
in regard to the reasons which he has for bringing this resolution before
the Council. Mr. Chaudburi is well known for his sympathy with the
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I.bounng dxsm qu for his cleur and definito views as to what can be
and ought to be done to forward their economic advancement. I\olhmg
can be mopé galling to u labour lender holding these views than to see
thyge unfortuuate men led ustruy ou political 1ssues which theg cannot
comprehend especially when the manner in which they are put furward can
do no possible guod. In this sympathy with Mr. Chaudhuri’s object, 1
am suge, thyy nol oty Government but all employers of labour will join,
Both Governmenti aud employers of labour have only too much reason
to know what mischief has been done during recent months by the activi-
ties of which Mr. Chaudhun complains.

The ouly difficulty 1 feel about Mr. Chuudhun's resolution is his pro-
posal for®an inquiry. It 1x not very clear to me in what way any sort
of formal inquiry would help to better matters at the present moment.
Mr. Chaudhurt will, T think, agree that an open inguiry by a commit-
tee'or some body of that kind would not be advisable at the present time
of political and industrial unrest,  If we do not have o regular  open
wquiry by a committee we are thrown back on some  form  of ofticial
mquiry. T do not suppose that Mr. Chaudhun weans an inguiry by the
police although 1n some sense that form of inquiry 15 always going on since
it is the business of the police to keep an eye on the revolutionary activi-
ties of those who seek to lead labour astray m the manner which Mr.
£haudhuri has desegibed.

Then another possitality 1x an inguiry by the  Lubour Intelligence
Ofticer und in u seuse an wquiry of thut kind s constantly  in progress
sibee 1t 18 the business of that officer, ux Mr. Chaudhurn knows, to keep
1 touch with the causes of lubour unrest whether they aie cconomic or
whether they are politital.  But 1 regard to the political mide of course
the Labour Intelhigence Oflicer cannot do very much beyond deploring
the introduction of this extrancous element mm the same manner that
Mr. Chaudbur does.  Mr. Chaudhur has been in close touch  hitherto
with the Lubour Intelhgence Ofticor and he will, T hope, also be in close
touch with Mr. Gilchrist who ix shortly tuking over that post. 1 suggest
te him that instead of pressing for any particular form of inquiry at the
present time it would be Mr. Chaudhuri’s best policy to keep un informed
of the news that he gets of this sort of exploitation of labour and that
is the policy he has pursued for the lust year. 1 can promise on my own
beha¥ and on behalf of the Labour Intelhigence Officer that we shall
co-operate with him as far ax we can in regard to this mutser by taking
such action as it is possible to take. We will also continue to keep
Mr. (Tguudhuri mn touch ‘with people whether officials or non-officials who
¢an help him in his task. That seems to my mind to be a more suitable
line of action ut the present moment than any form of regylar inquiry.
Perhups in view of what I have said Mr. Chaudhuri will not press for
this inquiry.

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: In view of what
Jhe Hon’hle Mr. Kerr has said, 1 think any mqmry by the Industrial
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lutelligence Ofticer would be more suitable than anylnqmry by a com-
mittee. ] withdraw the resolution and accept the u@‘lu"anpe that those
who ure interested in lubour should co-operate in. mveshg'hng this
mutier. . -

The resolution was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn.

Radium ipstitute for treatment of canoer,

Mr. TARIT BHUSAN ROY: [t is with some degree of diffidence that

1 1180 to move the following 1esolution (—

“ This Council recommends to the Government that immediate steps
be tukrn for estubhishing u radium msutute in Caleutta for the treatment
of cancer, ' “

I confess that T um not o member of the medical profession. 1 donot
therefure pretend to g any speeind knowledge to bear upon the dis-
cussion of this muportant subject, but I certanly do know this, that 1
buve seen the indescribable and excruciating sufferings ot cancer patients
i Caleutta, not of one, but of more thap one, within the cirele of my
own relutions,  Evervone knows that cancer 1s a dreadful diseuse and that
it s no respecter of persons; 1t clime its vietims alike froms the mansions
otthe rioh und the hovels of the poor. 1t 1s no doubt true that even docs
tors of eminence do not know how to give relief to the poor sufferers of
this terrible disense.  Ouly very recontly there wasa oancer cuse. I have
personsl knowledge of this cuse—and Dr. Kedur Nath Das who is known
to be a specialist 1 this matter, was at once sent for. *The lady was in
terrible suffering ; she had been brought all the wav to Caleutta for exam-
ination by Dr. Duy und he declared the case té be hopeless,  Rut Dr.
Dun advised that the Gads should be mmediately sent to Rauneln for
radium treatment; steps were forthwith taken, secording to his advice,
to send the lady to Ranchi. Nhe was n an extremely weak condition and
i great suffering.  After two months she came back from Ranchi.  The
doctor in attendauve declared that the sore had healed up and that she
was then quite well.  She has gone home and is keeping well.  This is
an instance which I know and about the time this lady was gt Ranchi,
there were two other patients who had been similarly treated, and T am
glad to tell this House that those two other patients were also cured and
discharged. “These are the three cases within recent times which T know
of. After that T had an interview with Dr. l)mnnd he said that it was
a atanding reproach to Caleutta that cancer patients had to be sent from
Bengal to Bihar, and that there were no arrangements for treatment of
cancer ip Cndentin.  The question that 1 immediately put to Dr. Das—
not knowing anvthing about radium or itwmerits T naturall¥ agked him—
was about the cost of the introduction of this svatem in Caleutta and
Dr. Das told me ** Give me Ra. 50.000 and I will make arrangements for
giving rolief to these poor aufferers.” Thaf if all thAf T know about it.‘
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It is not-my own.aq‘lmlon 1 do not claim any special knowledge of this
subject, b this is the opinion of Dr. Das himself.

Havingrégard te the fact that cancer is so fearful and frightful »
disense, that it does not respect either rich or poor, and having vegard also
to, Lhe fact that it is possible with an expenditure of a sum of Ka. 50,000
to give reléef to yuflerars from this tertible disease, T have thought it my
duty %o come B’efote this House with my resolution for the establishment
of this umtlmto I do not think it is necessary for me to say any thing
more here, und’1 hope the House will give the matter its vers hest von-
sideration.

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: 1 beg to support the resolution of
my estgemed colleague Mr. Turit Bhusan Roy.  Radinm hav come into
thernpeutic prominence. during the last decade and some of the dicaser
such ag malignant tumonrs, which were hitherto regarded as incurable,
are now showing reasonahle hopes of eure.

In Ewope and America, there 1s hardly any important place where
Radium lnstitutes have not yvet been founded, and 1t is high tune that
Bengal should provide one. We have got one such o Raracli, but that
15 not adequate enough to meet the needs of sufforing humaoity and,
further, why should not Bengal be self-contumed o this gespecty A
few years ugo, whew the Minto Electrical Annexe was established 1o the
Medicul College, much hope was entertamed that radiam would also find
place there, but, 1 guppose, the resources were found to be nsuflicient,
and the enhightened and educated provinee of Bengal s still without one
of the latest impwovement in scientiic cure 1t is not possible for me
to give you any idea of the actnal number of deaths from cancer and
sarcoma in this country, as ~evernl people die of thes diseakes, un.»
diagnosed and untreated, but 1 can say this much, thut we see o farly
large number of such cases in onur professional practice, and us thesa
discases are hardlv amenable to cure, exeept when they sre treated from
the very heginning, when, however any accurate dingnosin is exceed.
ingly difficult if not impossible, vou will, L hope, agree with me in the
wisdom of affording facilitien of any treatment which throws out some
chance of. guie even at a luter stage. T do not, however, deny that the
treatment of cancer is still in its infaney, and it will be a long time be-
fore the medical profescion will be able to say the last word on the nub-
ject. But radium treatment of cancer is certainly not less than a straw
before a drowning mpn, and as such, must have the support of the (Gov-
e;nmorht as well un?:m pablic, without the least poanible delay.

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: I certainly » ppgrc the WMk -
of having an institute likd ﬂiwﬁeh in sure to do such an amdunt of
good to so .Tg'e a number ofpoor sufferers.  Apart from that, however,
the principal difficultv is the question of money. Before we pmceod )
any forther I th.k"pw friand will do well tq conanlt the Hon'ble’ ljm-
isters and see what can be done in this matter. 'I'bare is another aspect
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of the quastion that ought to be looked to, and that is whether-we could
not collaborate with the Ranchi Institute and see.if we cagnot srrange
to send up patients from Calcutta; we have also to find ot whether
climatic conditions of Calcutta are equal to that of Ranchi for the treat-
ment of these patients.  All these matters, all these questions of ways
and meass ought to be considered by the Standing Mpdical Committee
with the Hon’ble Minister in charge. After that I thinldethis matter
might be brought before.us so that we may know how we stand asd what
can be done.  Otherwise st would he useless for us to pass a resolution
providing for Ra. 50,000 for a cancer institute; we do not know what
sum would be required, T do not for one moment object to this resolu-
tion, but 1 merely «uggest that, in the first instance, we should obtain
all the facts and then we can decide whether we should have our own
“ihstitute or not.

The Hon'ble 8ir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: | um very glad
that this matter har been brought before this House for discussion. T
may say at once that according to expert advice which T have received,
there i1s «till same uncertainty, n considerable amount of doubt, as to
the eflicacy of radium treatment in cases of cancer. My friend. the
mover of this resolution, has mentioned three cases, and 1 think he has
suggested that in all these cases radium treatment has been successtul.
However, T should like to have authentic information from the Ranchi
Institute with  regard to them, and also any other cases which
might have come under the treatment of the doctors engaged in that
Tnstitute.  Several vears agn, T kuew a ease of cancer in which radium
treatment was resorted to and it was an unsuocessful case altogether.
1f 1 were to mention the name of the gentleman eoncerned. the mover
would perhaps be able to wentifv the case; it was Mr. C. €. Dutt, the
well-known harrister; he suffere | from caneer, he availed himeelf of the
radium treatment; it helped to prolong his life but did not save it.
That ix n case within my own knowledge; but since then the treatment
may have made grenter progress and the chances of cuccess might be
more promising; at any rate the matter i« worth while inguiring into.
But first let us inquire from the Ranchi Institute as to the cases of radium
trentment that have come under investigution in that InatituteyTet us pro-
coad upon the assured basis of facts, corroborated and confirmed ; that is
the first paint 1 desire to submit for the cansideration of this House. Then
there is the question of expense ; under the X-Ray treatment it would cost
about Rz, 17.000. Radium treatment would cost ub nbout Rs. 50,000 a
vear; therefore, we should hardly be justified in embarking upon this
experiment involving this large expenditure unless we were more sure of
the ground" Vndor%m circumstances, the advice which [ would give the
mover would be that he should withdraw thds motion. 1. undertaking to
place this matter hefore the Public Health Committee, and I would aak my
friend to attend that commjtiee and discuss the matter, and then we can
go into the whole question of the success or atherwise of the treatment of
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cancer by radium and the question of expense. Dr. Jutindra Nath Moitra
is a member of that committee, Dr. Hassan Suhrawardy is also a member,
and 1 undertake to invite Mr. Rox to a meeting of the committee when
this matter will be discussed. Let us digruss the matter, aud if we find
the expenditure within our means, if we are in u position to help forward
the establishment J)f u radium institution in Caleutta, which weuld he
beneficial in cases of cancer, you may depend upon it that the Govern-
ment of Bengal will do its hest to establish such an Institute. 1 would
herefore ask the hon’ble member to withdraw his motion.

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: Would it he possible for the
Hon'ble MiRister to invite to the meeting eminent doctors like Dr. Kedar

Nath Das?

The Hon'ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: Yc-. | will

invite doctors.

Mr. TARIT'BHUSAN ROY: After the assurance given by the

Hon'ble Minister, 1 beg leave to withdraw my motion.

The motion wus then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn.

Amendment of the Bengal Local Self-Covernment Act, 1888.

Babu SATISH CHANDRA MUKHARII: The resolution which
stands in my name runs as follows :—

** This Council recommendx to the Government that immediate steps
be taken to amend the Bengal local Self-Government Act of 1885
before the general amendment of the same 14 taken in hand by inserting ~
suitable sections therein to empower district boards to levy fees for the
regiatration of carts, and to impose taxes on carriages, horses, motor-
cars and lorries within their jur.sdiction.”

I have had the advantage of having discussed this matter with the
Hon ble Minister. The Hon'ble Minister is holding a Conference on the
6th of Moreh st which delegates of the distriet boards will attend and
he has gssured me that he will plare thix matter befare that Conference.
In this connectinn I desire to bring to his notice this particular point,
When His Excellency held this Conference firat ahout 2 years ago, T had
the honour of bringing this matter before that Conference, and it was
accepted shy all the delegates assembled there, and it was notpd for
future amendment. Now the object with which T have again brought
this matter before this House, is that the general amendment 8f the Act
will take a long time and in the meantime the district boards are in
urgent need of more money, and therefore I wanted that a short Bili
should be introduced by the Hop'ble Miniater to give effect to thin

-

r'esg)lution.
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Having regard to the ussurance given by the Hon’ble Minister, I beg
leave to withdraw this motion.
The motion was then, by lpave of the (Juunci], withdrawn,

Withdrawal of resolutions,

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS CUPTA Bahadur being absent,
the following resolution stunding in his name, wus deemed to be with--
drawn:— - v

* This Councll recommends to the Government that a committee of
tetrenchment or cconomy, composed of a few official ana non-official
members of this Council, be forthwith constituted to examine the financial
gide of every depurtment of the admunstration, and to advise the Gov-
etnment us to how and where economies und  retrenchments can  be
effected without murring the efficiency of the administrative work."

The following resolution stunding v the  wame of Kumar Shib
Shekhareswar Ray was, by leuve of the Council, withdrawn ;—

“ This Counceil recommends to the Government that all the powers
of w pohice officer conferred on the members of the body known as the
Calentta Civil Guard, be immedigtely withdrawn, ™

The following resolution standing in the name of  Bahu  Surendra
Nuth Maullik was, by lemve of the Counetl, withdrawn: -

“ This Council recommends to the Government that  the Caleutta
Civil Guards be discharged and dishanded

The Couneil here adjourned for 15 minutes,

After the adjournment. ’

Adjournment.

Maulvi ABDUR RAUF rose to address the Council, but there being
no quorum, the Council adjourned 1l 3 pou. on the 22nd February,
1922, at the Town Hall, Caleutta,
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Procesdings of the Bengal Legisiative Council assembled under the
provisions of the Covernment of India Act.

Tue Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta,
on Wednesday, the 22nd Febiuary, 1922, ut 3 v m.

Presont :

The Deputy-President m the Chair, three Hon’ble Mpmbers of the
kxecutive (Council (the Hon'ble the Maharajadbirajn Bahadar of Burd-
wan being shsent), the Hon'ble the three Ministers and 84 nominated
und elected members.

Starred Question
~ (to which oral anewer was given),

Cellular confinement of two political prisoners,

*XX. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: («) Will the Hon'ble the
Member in charge of ghe Depurtment of Revenue (hmlsi be plensed to
state whether it i< a fuet that one Naresh Chandia Lahin, o politieal
prisoner convicted under section 17 ¢7) of the Criminal Law ¢ Amendment)
Act of 1908 and seatenced to 3 manths’ tigatous imprisonment, and his
brother Probhas Chandra Lahirs, an undertrial politieal prisoner charged
under the ~ame section of the sume Act, have been confined i <alttny
cells in the Pabna district jail®

(A If the auswer to ta) 15 i the aflirmative, will the Heon'ble the
Member be pleased to state the reasons for, and the authority under
which, they have been so confined, the first after, and the lust before, hix
conviction ?

(r)} Are the non-ofeinl victors of the jails entitled to know the
rearons for confinement in solitary celle?®

tr 1f the answer to (») is in the negative, will the Hon'ble the
Member bhe pleased to state the reasons, if any, or the rules or orders
of the G&vernment for or under which thev are «o debarred?

(¢) Is there no rule or practice or order of the Government which
requires mention of such confinement in wolitary cells in the convietad
or undertmal prisoners to he recarded an the jail records or ticketaf

(fs Will the Hon'ble the Menher he pleased to stute whether the
Jdailors or Superintendents of the juils or the District Magistrates can,
of their own accord, order surh confinement in solitary cells bhefore or
after conviction?

(g) H 0, is not an order or note in writing to that effact required by

lawgor rule for such punishment?
: 9
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(k) Did the non-official visitors of the Pabna jail inquire ‘into the
reasons for confinement of the prisoners mentioned in (a) above in the
solitary cells?

(2) If the answer ix in the affirmative, were they supplied with all
the informations by the Jailor regurding such confinement on the days
they visited the jail¥

(71 Is it n fuct that the recent Government com'muniqué about the
treatment of the political prisoners in jails now, was not sent to the jail
authorities of Pabha before the $th January, 1922%

(k) Are the Government considering the desirability of issuing,
immediate drders to the nuthorties of all the jans in the Presideney not
to confine the political prisoners (hoth undertrial and convicted) in the
wolitury colls, but 1o give them every facility for reading, writing,
pxercise, supply of food and bedding from outside and allowing visitors
to «ee them, if necessary?

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS'
(the Hon’ble 8ir Abd-ur-Rahim): () to (/+ The meinber is 1eteried tn
the reply given to a starred question an the <ubiect asked by
Babu Kishort Mohan Chaudburi at the meeting of the 21st instant

Unstarred Questions
(answers to which were laid on the table).

Indigonous Drugs Committee.
172. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARII: (.0 Will the

Hon'ble the Minister in charge of the Department ot Local Self-tiovern-
ment he pleased to state whether the Indigenous Drugs Committee is
atill in existence in Bengal?

by 1f so, will the Hon'ble the Mintster be pleased to state the loca-
tion, personnel and records of achievement of such committee?

(e) If the Committee is not in existence, why wus 1t aholished ?

() Are the Government considering the desirability—

(1) of having prepared, under the imstructions of the Surgeon-
(1eneral, o detailed unnual list of indigenous drugs and modes
of treatment in vogue in various parts of the province;

(r0) of mentioning in the Annual Medical Administration Report,
the names of all such medical officers as would submit the
best collection; and

(1) of publishing for sale all such lista?

(¢} When was the Indian  Pharmacopeia compiled by Government

published ? .
{(H Are the Government considering the de«irability of publishing
periodically Indian Pharmacopeia like the British Pharmacopeeia ®

[N
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MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF.
COVERNMENT (the Hon'bie 8ir Surendra Nath Banerjea): (.. (/) and
(e} No Indigenous Drugs Committee was appointed for Bengal. In
1901 the Government of India appointed an Indigenous Prugs Commit-
tee for the extension of the use of drugs indigenous to ludia. A sepa-
rate Committee cyglled the Indigenous Ihugs Munufucture Committee
wa~ appointed by that Government in 1919, and the Indigenous Druga

_ Committee was dissolved by the Government of India in 1920

te) A Pharmacopoetn of Tndin 7 was pssued by the Indin Office in
1868, having been prepured by Dr. Edwurd Wuring, assisted by a Com-
mittee appyinted for the purpose. _

tdy and (f) These are matters for the Government of Indw and the
Deugs Manufucture Comwmittee would be the proper authoity to deal
with them.

Managing committees for Middie English and Middie Vernacular
. Schools.

173. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI: (« Wil the
Hon'ble the Munister o charge of the Department of Eduention be pleased
to state whether 1t s a fact that each Theh Enghsh School or College affili
ated to the Calentta Ennversity has got to be managed by w bond fide
Managing Comnuttee?

oy Does the same prinaple obtan as vegands the Middle Enghsh
and Middle Vernacular Schools recerving ard from public hodies
tey If the answer to oh) isan the sfirmative, will the Hon'ble the
Mininter be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing -
(1) the relauonship of each member of such a Comnuttee to the
proprietor of the institution; i
(1) the total number of meetings held during the pust three years;
and
tary the proportion that the wlary or honorarium of the secrefary-
proprietor hears to the monthly income of a sehoal ¥
(dy 1f the answer to (h) ix in the negutive are the Government
considering the desirability of —
(1) naisting on evers Middle  English  or  Middle  Vernacular
Sehool having o bond fide Managing comnnttee; and
(1) issuing instruction to the effect that the majority of the mem-
bers of such a committee shall be persons other than those
related to or connected with the proprietor?

.
MINISTER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): () Fach affilinted College must hare a
Governing Body, and each recognised High School a Munaging
committee.
db) Yes.
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(¢) The schools which form the subject of the question number
1,183. The value of the results of the inguiry proposed would not
appesr to justify the labour and expeuse involved.

(d) The question does not arise, since the answer to (b) is in the
affirmative.

Travelling allowances to higher police officers.
174. Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURL: Will the HHon’ble the ‘

Member in charge of the Appointment Departmert be pleased to lay on the *
table a statement showing the amounts drawn as travelling, allowances
by “the peripatetic oficers of the Police not below the rank of deputy
superintendent for the period from 191819 to 192122 (up to December,

19211, noting the annual salauy of each such otheer®

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the
Hon'ble 8ir Henry Wheeler): 'l mmformation 15 not available and
cannot be obtamed without labour entirely incommensurate with its
value.

Inconvenienoce of intermediate class passengers on inland steamers.
175. Babu BHISHMADEY DAS8: () Ts the Hon'hle the Member

in charge  of the Marme  Department  aware of the inconvenience
cansed to intermediate class mtssengers when ttavelling by the steamers
ob the Rivers Steam Navigation Company ¥

(b)Y Tu it a fact that double third class fare i« realised from them?

() In the Tlou'hle the Member aware that the accommodation
provided 1s the same as that provided for the thivd class passengers,
there heing no benches, no latiine, no light and no sufficient protection
from rain and storm ¥

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble
Mr. Kerr): (@) No.

(0) Inter-class fares are in many cases ahout double third-claas.

(¢} An nquiry has been made of the company on the subject.
They report that separate serecned accommodation is provided for inter.
cluss pansengers and that on some of the larger steamers benches have
bean fitted.  They do not consider 1t desirable to provide latrine accommo-
dation on that part of the upper deck which is et uside for inter-class
pansengers.  The armngements for lighting and protection ‘from rain
and storm ure said to be adequate.

Facilities to Muhammadans to say their * Juma '’ prayers.

176. Maulvi FAZILAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon'ble the Member
m charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state what facilities,
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if any, have been given to the litigants, witnesses and lawyers to say
their Juma prayer in accordance with the resolution passed some time
buck to suspend the work of courts and oflices on Fridays from 12-30 to
2pm?

(M Is the Hon'ble the Member aware that the Hon’ble the High
Court has granted the subordinate Judicial officers a half-holiday on
Saturdays?

te) 1f the answer to (§) s in the aflirmuative will the Hon'ble the
Member be pleased to state whether the suid concession was usked for?
If &0, when the same wus asked for?

() Wl the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to state the remsons
for not giving full effect to the resolution regarding Juma prayer ¥

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble
8ir Abd-ur-Rahim): (! The member 16 referted to the unswer grven to
his question No. 43 (0 asked inJuly lust. The High Court, Caleutta, has
been uddressed un dhe subject and the learned Judges do not consider uny

further action to be necessary.
(h) Yes.
te1 Yes; in February, 1912,
* (Jy The (:‘overnm;nl orders aflord adequate factlities to Mubamma-
dans attending courts and offices to say their Juma prayers.

Proposed Light Railway between Khuine and Barisal.
177. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM: () Will the Hon'ble the Miniater

in churge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to state whether
there wuw any proposal for u Light Raldway from Khulna to Burisal?

(&) I »o, what bas become of that proposal ¥

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS (the
Hon’ble the Nawab 8aiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan B8ahadur):
ta) and (b) The member i referred to u speech by the Hon'ble Mr.
(now Sar John) Cumming on a resolution moved by the Hon'ble Maulvi
A. K. Fazl-ul Haq ut a meeting of the Legislutive Council on the 12th
August, 1919, on the subject of the connection of Burimal with Caleutta
by rail.

In th‘ut speech will be found a history of the various proposals and
the reasons for shandomng  the scheme of  ralway  comgunication
between Khulna and Barisal  An approsaimate estimate was framed in
1912 for a light railway from g pout opposite Khulna to Barisal, but
this proposal wax ubandoned 1u favour of the broad guuge project which,

for the reasons stated, has also been abandoned.
.
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Patuakhali waterworks.

178. Maulvi FAZILAL KARIM: («) Will the Hon’ble the Minis-
ter in charge of the Department of Local Self-(iovernment be pleased
fo state whether the experimental tube well for the proposed Patua-
khali waterworks 1= to be constructed during  the current financial
vear” '

() 1f not, are the Government  considering the  desirability  of
providing in the commg Budget for 1922.23, the necessary funds for
constructing the well ®

. The Hon'ble 8ir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: («) and (b)) A
grant of Ra 10,000 for simking the tube well has been paid by Govern-
ment to the Muntapahity wnd 1t s mtended to take up the work very
shortly.  The work is not expected to he completed until about tbe
end of May.

Apprentioss in Kanchrapara nilwny' workshops.
178, Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: (o) Wil the Hon'ble

the Munater i charge of the Depantment of Agniculture and Tondustries
be plensed to stute whether it 18 a0 fuet that some Aunglo-Indian can-
didates for apprenticeship m the Kaschrapara Rmilway workshops were
tuken o the close of Last veiar, through nowanation and not by com-
petitive exnmnnation <o, why ¥

() Will the Hon'ble the Minister  be pleased to stute why pay for
loenl holiduss v not wllowed to the Indin apprentices while the same
1 enjoved by the Anglo-Tudun apprentices ¥

() What steps, af any, do the Government propose to tuke to remove
thix mequality an the conditions of apprenticeship?

(¢ Will the Hon'hie the Ministgr be plessed to luy on the table
w statement showing the wcwdemic gud other  quahfications  of  the
present Anglo-Indian and Indmn apprentices at Kauebrapara #

(e} Wil the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the
apprentices now working at Kunchrapara are entitled to avai’ thew-
salves of the new scheme of spprentice-traimng, which is to be com-
pleted by u two-years' course at Sibpur¥

(N U the answer to (¢} i in the affirmative, are the Goyernment
propusing to grant scholarships to deserving Kanchrapara appreutices
proceeding to Sibpur?

(¢} Will the Hou'ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a
statement showing in detail. item by item, the total amount of woney
sunctioned and spent for the new IHostel for the ludian apprentices
at Kanchrupara ?
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MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of ACRICULTURE and
{NDUSTRIES (the Hon’hle the Nawab 8aiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri,
Khan Bahadur): (a) to (/) I'he apprentives in the Kanchrapara work-
<hops are serving under the Government of Indi and this Goveroment
have no information hevonmd that given i reply to question No. 48,
asked by the mewgber at the meeting of the Counel held in November
last.

te) Yes, provided they puss the competitive selection exammation for
, adnnssion to the Bengal Engimmeermg College.

(/Y No.
(y) Re®68,083.  No detuwils ure uvailuble.

Certification of ‘‘ parohas '’ sold from
Jossors Settiement offices,

180. Babu NALINI NATH ROY: (o) Will the Hon'ble the Member
in charge of the Departinent of Revenue (hand Revenue) be pleased to
stute whether 1t as a faet that the parchas sold from the Jessore «etthe-
ment othces are not certified ?

¢t Will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to stute whether this
i lew practice ?

() Ix the Houn'ble the Member uwure that the Courts do not aceept
uncertified copies?

(dy Is  the Hon'ble the Member also aware that when a certitied
copy s required 1t hus to be secured  from the district headquarters by
paving n fee of eight annas¥

ter T the Honble the Member aware that i the distriet of Jessore,
commumention with the distriet headquanters from most of the  other
places of the district 1s very difficulty

(/) Are the Government considering the demirabibity of authonsing
the issue of certified parchac from the Jessore settlement offices ¥

MEMBER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE |LAND
REVENUE ) (the Hon’bie the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan):
(4) The copies supplied free at recovery camps both to landlords and
tenunts wre ulways certified.  Copies sold are certified, 1f appheation is
made und the certification fee of eight annus paid.

(&) The same procedure has always heen followed 1n wll settlements.

(¢} Yen: Courts cunnot accept uncertified copies aa evidenge.

(d) Certified copies can be went by post from headquarters or supplied
at mufassal camps if application is made.

(e} No.

.(/) The member 1s referred to the anawer to (a).
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Narail Victoria College.
181. Babu NALINI NATH ROY: (4) Will the Hon’ble the Minis-

ter in charge of the Depurtment of Educution be pleased to lay on the
tuble n statement showing the amount of aid given by Government,
separately, to each college, district by distriet, in the Presidency
Division, except Caleutta? '

(&) 1s it not a fact, that there iy one college in the distriet of
Jensore ¥ )

(¢) Is the Hon'ble the Minister aware that there is no science sec- *
tion attuched to that college? . ,

(d) Are the Government now in a position to help the collegs with
funds?¥

(e) I the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the
Minister be pleased to state the terms under which Government may
be willing to provide such funds?

The Hon'ble Mr, P. C. MITTER: (u) A etautement showing the
amount of annual grants given to each of the private colleges in the
Presideney Division 1« plaved on the table.

(b) 1t is a fact.

() Yes,

() The Victorm College, Narwd, and its attached school are in
tecerpt of w grant of Re 150 & month  Funds are not available for
fresh or additional grants to colleges

(er 1, and when, funds are mvatlable, the college will be eligible
for grauts 1 aecordunce with the grantsan-and rules, a copy of which
s placed ou the Librury table.

Statement veferrel o in the reply to clause (a) of unstarred question
No 181, shawing the meantenance grantx to colleges 1u the Presidency
Divesion ercept Culentta,

Diatiicd Nanwe of Collegra. Amount of
sasusl grants.
Re.
Rhuolis cee Duulatpur Hindo Academy 7,400
Jemuore w Victona  College.  Narnil  (and 1,800
Schont).

Hooliganism near the junction of Chitpur Road and Muktaram
: Sabu Street.

182, Babu SURENDRA NARAYAN SINHA: (a) Is the Hon'ble
the Member in charge of the Police Department aware of the fact that
a vumber of yoondus and bad characters assemble almost every evening
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on the road-side of the Chitpur Road, near its junction with Muktaram
Babu Street, under the pretence of sellmg aiticles at unetion, and
that they rob, cheat and molest the passers-by and intending purchasers®

(b} H so, are the Government considering the desirubility of taking
steps to put a stop to this?

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Mon'ble Sir
Henry Wheejer): (o) und (b1 Near the junction of Chitpur Road and
- Mukturam Babu Street, there is an open plot of land where temporury
o stalls for the wale of goods have been erected amd nuctions used to he

held.  Four prosecutions under section 20 of the Caleutin Polics At
were institwied, but as the owner of the land now receives tent fiom the
stall-Reepers, further prosecutions e not contemplated.  Auetions
have, however, been stopped.  No offence of the kind described hus been
1eported to the police.

Resolutions
(under the rules for the giscussion of matters of generai public interest).

Protective Works in Pabng,
Maulvi SBHAH ABDUR RAUF: ‘' Thiv Counal recommends to

th& Gosermment that brotestive works construeted by the Government
1o save the town of Pabna from the erosion of the tiver Padma (Lower
Ganges) be made mote effective by extending them to the  present
conree of the streamlet Techamats cthat flows by the town of Pabusy on
one side and the  present stesmer  stution of Pabna on the  other, and
repuiring the damaged  portions and cnly steps be tuken to take up
the works of reparrs and proposed extensions so that they may be omn-
pleted before the commencement of the rany season ™

The erosion of the river Padman commenced on the Pabna side n
1916, The people of Pabna got abamed and moved the anthorities
to tuke timely action for the safety of the town But the mver was
yet far awav from the town and the authonties paid no heed to their
apprehension,  During  the  rains an 1918, the river made  further
encroachments. The matter was hrought to the natice of His Exeel-
lency the Governor during his visit to Pabna and the people of Pabna
were assured that the Government would take such messures as may
be found possible should the necessity anse.  Aiter Hin  Excelleney
left Pabna, the river made further i.nruaulu and went far bevond its old bed,
washing awav in its  course the Circuit house  and a portion  of the
municipal area.  In January, 1919, the people of Pabua sent a memorial
to His Excellency amd praved for protection, No reply wad given to
this memorial. nor were nny steps taken.  Another memorial was sub-
mited to Hin Excellency on the 25th August, 1919, but no  reply
was sent to this memorial also. There being no signs of any protec-
tive measures being undertuken, the people of l'ubx:u pressed Kumar
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Shib Shekhareswar Hay to bring forward a resolution before the House
recommending to the Government to uudertale immediate protective
works to save the town of Pubna from further erosion by the river
Padma. He moved this resolution on the 3rd February, 1920. The
Government was  pleased to accept this  resolution,  Babu  Kishon
Mohan Chaudhuri also usked o few questions on this subject in the
same witting of the Counctl wnd the late Mr. Cowley, the Clhief Engin-
eer in the Jreigation Department, in answer to these questions stated— .

The Government have decided to construct a short length of protective revetment ,
st a point on the rver hank, o httle distance above the town, which, 1t 15 hoped,
may have the effect of diverting the main current ()I the river outwards on the
southern bank und thershy cause sweour on that side and avert the erosive tendency
of the niver uppoxite the town The proposed work i estimated to cost R 2.60,000
and 1t aw intended to complete the revetment before the commg flood seswon

lu pursuanee of the above  decision, lands were aequired and - works
commenced from Mareh, 1926 At the end of thot month, the people of
Pubna, the Charman of the Mumeipality, and the Secretary of the Pabna
District Assoctation submitted petitions to s Exeelleney the Governor
for expediting the work ami corrving the revetment work to the pre-
sent steamer station of  Pibhna ot one end and the  present source of the
streanmlet Teelhwmats on the other as has been proposed i the present 1eso-
Tution, Al these memonals urged that such aensions were necessery
to make the tevetment more efieetive tar the safety ai the town and finally
wvert the damage  The memarialista also represented that the sanctioned
winmint wis not sufficient to meet the cost of this proposed extensian and
prayed for the sunction of such further amounts as were deemed necessary
tor the pmpose.  This time the petitions wers aeknowledged. but the
Government veply (given by Me, Walsh, 1 his letter No 2 TM.PE.,
dated  Duvpeeling. the 20d Aprl, 19200, wus far from satisfactory
requrdit g this gquestion of further extension.  The memorialists were
informed that 1t was o matter for their expert ofticers and in view of the
present conditions of the river the protection should be himted to a length
of 164 chains.”’

But the rniver did not wait for the  expeirts of the Public Works
Depurtment. B cracks Tecame visible daly below and beyond the
revetiment under  construction amd the erosion began to wmake rapid
progress.  On 2nd  Neptember, 1920, the lute  Mr. Cowley  and
Mr. Walsh inspected Pabua Protective works. A deputation headed
by the Rev. Mr. Grace of the local Baptist Mission waited on them
and  pressed the question «f  extension. On secing the attitude of
the river thientening, the Chief Eugineer ovdered the sloping of an
area of about WA feet at the both ends of the revetment. But this
sloping not being protected by stone boulders or brick packing began
to go down daily and  the viver began to  pusht inwards  gradually.
The Pabna  Ihstrict Conlerence, presided over by Sir  Asutosb
Chaudhuri on the 19th June, 1920, passed n resolution to the effget
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that the short length protective revetment constructed by the (fovern-
ment for the safety of the town of Pabna wax inadequate and urged the
Government to save the town h\ extending the evetment and adopt-
g other adequate measures. The erosion was in full swing  The
late Mr. Cowley along with Mr. G, G. Day the then Supermtending
Engineer of the N(;rth«rn Cirele, agniv came 9 Puabna on the 4th July
for inspection. A deputation on hehalf of the people again waited on
them  There being imminent danger of the river cutting through the
“Collector's Inte bungalow, the late Clief Engincer ordered suck pro-
stection for a short area—1 nean the area between the revetiment and
the then source of the Koshakhali Jola. The aren between that jola
and the source of the streamlet lechamaty Wl rematmed exposed to
the fury of the nver and a junction  of the 1nver with the  streamlet
lechumati (that lows by the town of Pabnad was apmehbended.  The
eroston went on, the Chief kugineer and M. Day agan visifed Pabng on
the 30th July. A curve had formed in the neanwhile outside the suck
pmotected  Brea on  the enst and  gradually  began  to  widen.
Messrs Cowley and Day, ugon came to Pabun on the Sth September,
1920, but this time they stopped all further works and even the repuire
ns the foods had begun to subsule. Thew protective work<s were
seriously damuged owmng to heavy and tucesaant rainfall a0 the bogine
uing of October. .

In spite of serious dumages, these protective warks dud splendid
service 1 resmisting the pressure of strong cuttent on the Pahna side.
On the 30th November, 19200 the people of Pabna submitted o peti-
tion to Hie  Excelleney the Governor and in puragraphs 2 and 3 of
the said petittion urged the  tiovernment to tule up the repuirs wnd
extensions of these protective work<.  The dunoiged protective works
were inspected by the  Seperintending Eugines, Northern Cirele,
early o December, 1920 The memormhists were  informed by
Mr. Walsh ¢in lus No 342-M P L, dated Culeutta, (he 1Lith Murch, 1921),
that arrungements for repurs and extension of protectine works by a

further 900 feet down stream bad been made.

Iu paragraph 3 of this letier, the question of evtension wus dealt with
as follows :—

ln parggraph 3 of the memorinl, st s urged that the revetment should ba ex-
tended from the steamer ghat to the mouth of the Iechamati nver.  The length of
the bank pruoposed to be revetted ix 2 miles, out of thia, 1t 14 hopest that nearly half
s mile will be revetted. by the rains of 192)  Government are sdvised that even if
they were satisfied that it was necessary for the safety of the town of Pabna, it is
mxpru’lu‘.bﬂ during the wurking season, to collect more materials for the further
extenuion of the revetment There sre mgns that the probabie pomt of attark of
the niver during the raina of 1921 will be below the revetment as 1t exintl now and
not above it, so that an extenmon higher up the nver does not appear to be neces-
sary Apart from the unpracticability of constructing any extension beyond that
now propowsed, the formation of a char 1o the south of the steamsr ghat seems W
sndicate that any erosion between the lower end of the revetment and the mouth of
Lh.lwlulllﬁ will be alight.
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Ax stated in the above letter, the protective works were repaired and
the revetment was extended by 900 feet.  But thix time alio a portion
of the protected area was badly damaged.  The attitude of the river heing
still threntenmg, the people of Pabnu on 14th December, 1921, have again
submitted a memorial to His Exeellency the Governor for repairs and
extension of the tesetment. Tlas memorial was acknowledged by the
Private Seeretary to His Excellenes iu demm-ofhieial letter Noo 2000, dated
the 4th Junwary, 19220 o paragraph 4 of the memorial it was stated—

The attitnde of the river s still threatentng as the mam current 18 on the Pabna )
sule, nnd we upprehend grester harm durig the coming season. 80, to muke thesce
protective works more effective for the safety of our town, we beg must respectfully
to submit that they should be extended further, buth gbove and below the protected
area 1o our humble opion, af the revetment be carried up to the present source
of the streamlet, fcchamaty (thut flows hy the town of Pabna) to the cast, und the
present steamer ghat of Pubna to the west, the danger to which our town 18 exposed
from erosomdl be averted

To mevt the eont, we humbly pray, that your Excellency’s Government will be
pleaned to sanction and wllot i the budget such further amounts as may be deemed
necessigy for the purpose of repairs and extenxions and order necessury materialy
to be tunely collected so that the repuirs and extensions may be completed before
the coming rams

The Supermtending Engneer, Northern Cirele (Mr, R.C. Hodgson),
has also s peeted the protective worhs on the 30tk December lust.

A char bas tormed oppostte the town, but the effieret has heen opposite to
what was tareshudowed e M Waldh's fetter mentioned before, Tt has
diverted the  man cutrent of the 1iver on the Pabma side and has
mude the apprebensions of the people duting the connng rains stronger.
Government bas also done their best to save Pabua and have not as yet
gradged any eapenditure for this purpose The people of Pabna beheve
thut the extensions proposed e this resolution e uigently required
and wonld afford them adequate safety by fully and finally averting
the danger to which the town i~ exposed fiom the erosion.

The Hood level of the 1iver 18 now <ufliciently low and hence the
present is the proper e for fuking up the work sprain. As the matter
15 urgent and frawght with <« vous dunger to the town and as it s within
the power of the Government ta prevent this tmpending danger, 1 hope,
the Government will accept my resolution and  undertake immediate
measures fm tepars and extensions of the revetment on its both ends,
up to the souree of the river  Fechamat: on the enrt, and the  steamer
ghat to the west and therchy make the revetiment already coustructed
fur more effective for the suiety of Pabun and thereby earn the ever-
lasting grathitude of the people of that town.

h]
MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of ACRICULTURE and
INDUSTRIES (the Hon'ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawah Ali Chaudhuri,
Khan Bahadur) : The subject of this resolution, rez., the protection of the
left bank of the river Padma nlong the front of the town of Pabna came
before this Council in 1920, In accepting a resolution moved by the
Hon’ble Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray on the drd February of that
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vear the Hon’ble Mr. (now Sir John) Cumming explained that while
Giovernment could not necept responsibility for protecting private laud
on the banks of big rivers thev were prepared, on ovension, to fake
measures of protection.  They decded therefore i this case to construet
n short length of revetment in the hope that 1t nnght hive the effect of
diverting the main gurrent of the river outwards on to the southern bank
and thereby caunse scour on that side and avert the erosive tendency of
. the river opposite the town.
In accordance with that decision a length of 1,650 feet of bunk was
* protected before the Hoods of 19200 This length was subsequently
mereased m.L’.L’-’v(l feet, the total cost up to dute being Re 3,701,721 This
figureincludes the cost of repairs which have lind to be undertaken owing
to damages caused by subsequent floods.  The object arvived ot has, to
some extent, heen effected in that the revetment is ~till standing und
that no further serious erosion of this bank has oceurred,

Subrequent fluods have damaged the revetiment hut not to o greater
extent thon night he expected.  Although the mam nver has pot vel
completely abandoned this bank, there are sigos that 1t is assuming for
itself a new channel on the south bank which will i time result in the
<ilting up of the chunnel on the Pabna side

The conditions of the 1yver and ot the revetnient have vecently avumm
hesn examined by thetwo Chiel Engineers A< result of theae oheer.
vations they advise that the damage which has occurred should he made
good, a~ far ax is possible, before the next lood season, and to the extent
that funds are avalable under “Repiars " an the current and next year's
budget. Orders to this effect have been given 1o the loeal officers and
arrangements to earry out the work ure now being made:  They do not
consider it is either possible or necessary to completely restore the revet.
ment to it< original state.  Now, Sir, to turn to the subject of extensions
of the revetment, hoth up and down stream, which the mover of the
resolution has urged should be undertaken and completed before the
ensming floods.  This ig a work of wueh greater magnitude and expense
than he appears to realize.  As already atuted, the revetment which has
been constructed is 2,250 feet in length and ha« cost nearly Rs. 71? lnkhx
to construct and maintnin.  The extensions which 1 i« now urged that
Governgient should undertake, would be 8,200 feet in length, riz., 3,600
feet up ~tream from the upper end of the present revetment towards the
west and 4,600 feet down stream from the lower end towards the east.
It ir estimated roughly that the cost of these extencions would be nearly
Ra. 10 Ifkhs and that a recurring charge of about rupecs half o lakh
annually would be necessary to maintam the extensions. These exten.
sions must be considered ax new work for which no provido® exiats in
the current vear’s hudget: while the Council are awate of the difticulty
of providing for any new works during 1922-23.  Without budget pro.
vision no new work can be undertaken. But, Sir, apart from the finan-
cigl difficulty, Government are advised that, in mp«t. to the bank above
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the present revetment to the west, it is unnecessary fo construct any
extension. here has heen only slight erosion of the bank in this locali.
ty and the stiff clay of which the hank partly consists and which was
relied on to resist erosion, 18 still effective,

In regurd to the suggested extension below the lower end of the
present revetment, 1z, {o the east, it is true that erosion in this neigh-
bourhood ix still going on and that certain homestead and a mosque are
threatened with destruction possibly in the near future. But, Sir, bear-
ing in mind the responsibility which Government announced in 1920
they were prepared to undertake in this matter and which I have already”’
slluded to, they consider that the expenditure of the large sum of Rs. 5}
lakhs for 4he protection of the bank in this neighbourhood from farther
erosion cannot be jyustified, especially us this erosion is not likely to
"menace the safety of the town itself. [t is moreover physically impossi-
ble to construet w work of this magnitude without considerable prepara-
tion and expenditure on matenals, to meet which, as I have already
stated, 1t 14 not possible In present financial citcumstances, to find the
necensury funds

Finally, Str, 1 destre to impress most strongly on the Couneil the
opinion of our expert officers, mz., that o revetment of the nature that
it 18 possible to device with the materils which are procurable 1n the
locality cannot be gumanteed to withstand o determined attack by a
rivet of the magnitude and power of the Padmn in flood.  Supposing,
therefore, that the construetion of the extensions were determined on
and that funds were fortheoming, it cannot be stated, with certainty,
that the revetments would render the town completely safe from destruc-
tion.

The safety of the town depends far more on the natural change in
the main channel of the river in its bed than on revetments which the
I'ublic Works I)opurlln\vnt ts able to construct.

In the circumstunces which T have now explained, 1 regret, Sir, thar,
on behalf of Government, I cannot accept the resolution.

Maulvi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: T have listened very carefully to the
speech delivered by the Hon'ble Minister and what T can gather from
his «peech is that he does not deny the necessity of protective work, hat
savs that funds are not available. As we know the condition of the
budget, for the present, T beg to withdraw my resolution. v

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn.

Withdrawal of resolution.

The DEPUTY.PRESIDENT (Babu Surendra Nath Ray): As Ra:
Nibaran Chandra Das Gupta Bahadur ix absent the following resolution
which stands in his name is deemed to be withdrawn : —

** Thir Council recommends to the Government that the time for the
sittings of the Council be changed and fixed from 12 noon to 4 r.u."
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Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: May [ have your permission to
move the amendment which stands in the name of Mr. TarigBhusan Roy ?

Babu RISHINDRA NATH SARKAR: May T rise to a point of

order? Owing to the absence of the mover, resolution No. 46 has failed.

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur is

moving the resolutdon as amended by Mr. Turtt Bhusan Roy.

Time for Council sittings. »

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: 1 move that ** this (ouncil
recommends to the Government that the time for the -itu);gs of the
Countil be changed and fixed from 11-30 Ay, to 430 p "

Now nearly one vear has pussed away stnce the time of the Counail wae
fixed from 3 p.y. to T e, Tt is time now to find out whether the chunge
has heen conducive to any improvement in the attendanee of the members
of this Council T have been trying to he as regular as 1 possibly could
by iy attendance in this Council and T must without any hesitation say
thut the attendunce of the members 1n the Couneil hiere has not heen
satisfactory. Oceasions have ansen when the Couneil has had to stop
work for want of u quorum Tt i time that we should try to find out the
renson for this. Certginly we are not prepared to admit thut we have
lost interest in the work of this Council. Then vou suw that en several
oceasions for want of a quorum the meeting had to be adjonrned. T am
one of those who believe that the selection of the hour from 3 to 7 r.M.
had been one of the causes which led to this state of affuirs,  Those of us
who have closely followed the meetings of the Council will very likely
agree with me when I sav that most of us have felt it very tedious to
continue sitting here after 5 or 5530 p.m. when we are aceustamed to have
some outing in the evening breeze.  We are then obliged to shut ourselves
within this Council Chamber around which T find masonry walls with.
out any inlet for the outer uir to come in except by the help of the venti-
lator overhead and the punkhas swinging ahove us.  People naturally
feel inclined to go out. T think, that i« one of the reasons which hae
stood against the success which some of us thought to achieve by changing
the hour, Sir, if I am right, it wu~ pointed out on that oreusion that
ceMain®membera wnulﬂ be able to be more regular in their attendance if
the time was ehanged:

Now, let us find what has heen the result. " Tt i< now 3-30 p.u., hut
where arg our lawyer friend«? Are they here except my friends Babu
Surendra Nath Mallik und Mr. & M. Bowe® Where are those gentlemen
who took the initiative in the change of the hour? Only theether day
a list was placed in our hand« showing the atlendance of the memhers
last year. I do not like to go into that in detail, but if my friends would
look into it they would find that most of those who wanted the change

was conspicuous in the list by their poor attendance. Tt was contended
L ] .
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on the lust occasion that all merchants would be generally busy during
the office houm and would perhaps feel more inclined to come here in the
afternoon and in the evening. Hut the remarks which I have made
shout my lawyer friends are ulso eyually applicable to them. I am
really worry that 1 have to make these remarks, but the facts must be
stated an they are.  Sir, xome of us did feel that the old state of affairs
had its objections and had its inconveniences, but on the whole that was
the best that we could do in fixing the time of the Council.  That being |
so, I am disposed to think that the time has come now when we should
revert to the old state of things. 1 learn that the old practice to hola?
the meeting was from 11 am. to i row. Mr, Tarit Bhusan Boy has
suggested 11-30 1o 4-30, and [ believe his idea was to allow one hoar for
lunch.  This will give at Teast four hours” time if the tunch time be left
out of account.  Persanally, T teel that that would be the least incon-
venient method for maost of us, [ therefore request this Council to revert
hack to thut system.

Maulvi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: In the absence of Shah Syed
Fmdadul Haqg, T move that the word< ** 1 #.m. toH pou. " he substitutea
for the words ** 7130 w.oa to 430 10 "' in appendix No. 47,

My grounds tor moving this amendment are as follows. Resolutions
Nos. 46 and 47 «ay that the Couaeil should not sit after 4-30 v.u. One
can sifely infer from that that the movers of these resolutions are
unwilling to <t after 1230 vow. nod [ think evervoue of us will ngree that
the time between 5 and 7 i the most tedious portion of the Councis
meetings, Mpst of us go anway tar w walk after 5 o'clock and generally
we find that the quorum falls short 1 the eveming.  Sa it clearly shows
thut we ure not very willing to sit Inte in the eveniug. 1 heg to suggest
thut we <hould st at 1 e s, instead of 1130 or 12 becuuse if we st at
that hour, 1t will nat inconventence the Muhummadan members wha can
come after offening their mid-dav pravers and the time for evening
pravers will not be required if we close at 5. It will not also inter fere
with the work of the other members of thix Council because 1f they can
come nt 3 r.. they can easily come aut 1 ro. and | suggest that the
Council shoutd dissolve at 5 1M, because it will give ample opportuuities
to the membera to enjoy the evenming to their heart’s content (-l;thar by a
walk or otherwise. .

With these few words, T beg to move thic amendment and I hope the

»

Council will accept it. =+

Babu RISHINDRA NATH SARKAR: In the ubvence of Babu Indu
Bhushan Dutta 1 move that in the motion of Rai Nibaran Chandrs Das
Qupta Ba¥ndur for the words and figures ** 12 noon to 4 r.u."" the follow-
ing be subatituted, ofe., “2 pu."

I move it by way of conpromise, and 1 hope it will be convenient both
te the members who rome from the mufassal and also to those who live
in Calcutta. %
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MEMBER inchargeof LECISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble
sir Honry Wheeler): The Council had a discussion on this subject on
the Tth February, 1921, when Sir Robert Watson-Smyth, with the
support of Babu Amulya Dhone Addy, und speaking primarily on behalf
of the business community, suggested that we should adopt the present
hour of 3 o’clock for the commencement of our sittings, Two amend-
ments were then moved—one by Rai Radha Charan Pul Bahadur whe
suggested 2 o'clock as the opening hour, though he subsequently rather
“repudiated his own proposal, and one by Babu Surendra Narayan Sinha
dhat we should begin at 1 r.m., though that too was withdrawn, In the
course of that debate 1 pointed out that the fixing of the hours of the
Councyl rest®d with His ¥xcelivney, but the opportunity of discussion
was welcomed in order that members might have the chance of expressing
their views, which would naturally carry weight with Government. Tt is
on that same understanding that we are holding this debate to-day. On
that previous occasion 8ir Robert Watson-Smyth's proposal wae finally
earried by a large majority of 74 to 36, and the arguments then uded
turned mainly on the relative convenience of Calcutta and mufasani
members. The mufassal members then rather hoped that by sitting
longer hours they could get more quickly through the total husiness and
be able to return to their own districts, and T notice on re-reading the
debate that one member even hoped that we could get through our
husiness in the course of two days, a hope which, | am afraid, has not
been realised. But in so far us the present hours of ouf sitting are
four, 3 to 7, and the proposals of these amendments amount either to the
sanie or less, that argument which was used on the last ogeasion rathes
falls through; that 1s to say, the argument that if we ‘ﬁnmnx sitting
earlier, we could sit later and get through more work, falls through,
because under any of the proposals now made we should =it approximate-
Iy for four hours if not for less. That being so, it secms to me that the
acale rather turns againat the mufassal members, because while the
Calcutta members have work which they muat perform in this city, the
mufassnl members come down here primarily for this Council work,
and therefore it is easier for them to adjust their time to whatevor the
hours of the Council meetings may be.

On the proposals before ua, T must say that twe of them are open te.
objection. Babu Tarit Bhusan Roy would ask us to begin at 11-30.
Now assuming that we have the luncheon "hour at the usual Calcutta
time of 1-80 .., it will be inconvenient to divMe the sitting hours into
two parts with an interval of one hour between, and the time 1130 a.x.
is also an‘awkward time hecause it breaks up the morning and acarcels
gives us a sufficient interval to get through any work of importance
before us: while Maulvi Emdadul Haq's proposal, gs moved by Maulvi
Shah Abdur Rauf, is open to a still more serious objection to my mind,
namely, that by beginning at 1 r.w. we neriously interfere with all mem.
bers who bave their lanch at 1-30. Allowing for lunch interval, his total -

10
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sitting would only amount to three hours a day, or less than what we have
now. So on theiwr merits, both these proposals would seem rather open
to criticism, and for my own part I would rather press the-tase of the
Culeutta members and of the official members in particular. I think there
is not the slightest doubt that, su far we are concerned, the present hours
of sitting suit us better than anvthing else. They do give ua the morn-
ings to get through our other work and to attend committee meetings,
and it would be very difficult fur us to carry on our ordinary work if,
practicaly, we had to devote the whole of the working day to Council. -

The argument has been used by the movers that it is the present hour
which accounts for un<atisfuctory attendance and for the somewhat
frequency of adjournments for want of & quarum. 1 doult if that is
altogether a valid argument. There are other possible explanations,
namely, that memhbers get rather wenry of sitting here and listening to
debates on resolutions which are of loeal or narrow interest, or, again
that they absent themselves purposely in order that particular resolu-
tions may be tuken up at particnlar hours, Ko there are other possible
explanations, und that being so. T am in favour of retaining the after-
noon sittings, although, posstbly, we may improve on our present
practice by a small chunge approximating to the proposal of Babu
Rishindia Nath Sarkar, namels, that instead of beginning at 3, we might
begin at 2-30 and sit i1l 6-30.  This would somewhat relux the tension,
of which complaints have been made, of sitting in the Council Chamber
till 8o lute un bour as 7. That, therefore, would be my personal sugges-
tion to the Council, that if we muke any change at all, it might well be
in the direction of 2-300to 6-30.  However, all the argument« that are put
forward will be duly communicated to His Excelleney and will be fully
considered by him in judging the merits of the matter.

Babu RISHINDRA NATN SARKAR: I am willing to accept the
suggestion of the Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler that the hours for the
meetings of the Council should be fixed at 2-30 to 6-30 p.u.

Rai MARENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: My idea is that
the procesdings of the Council ought to commence at 11-30. Thia
subject was discussed previously and we were told at the time that
some sacrifice ought to be made for full one year. We have rttended
the Council at some sacrifice and we find that the House has been ad-
journed on several occasdons on account of want of a quorum. I also
notice that Calcutta members do not regularly attend the Council or at
Inte hour and if the Calcutta members, the Calcntta lawYers, the
Calcutta medical men, the Calcutta attorneys will kindly take into
considernflon the expression of opinion of the mufassal members, I submit
respectfully that the hours 11-30 to 4-30 will be to the advantage of the
mufassai members. The hours from 3 to 7-15 were tentative, t.c., as
an experimental measure, and | remember the words of the Hon'ble the
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Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan echoed by Sir Surendra Nath
Banerjea that these hours were to be treated as an experimental measure.
It does not look well for me after the expression of opinion given by
Sir Henry Wheeler to resist the idea which e has given to the Council,
but I appeal to him whether the mufussal members do not lose much in
attending Council at late hours when as u matter of fuct we find that
Calcutta members ate absent.
With these words, Sir, I support the motion made by Rai Dr. Hari-
"dhan Dutt Bahadur.

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I ber to support the origina!
resolution o# Rai Nibnrnm®Chandra Dus Gupta Bahadur.
L]

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: That is not befare the Council now.
Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Then I ask your permission to

move 1t as an amendment.

The DEPUTY-PRES{DENT: You cannot do that because we have

already passed it.

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Then I beg to make this sugges-
tion for the consideration of the Council that the meetings of the Council
be feld from 12 noon to 4 p.u.  On the last oceasion when Sir Rolert
Watson Smyth moved that the meetings be held from 3 to 7 p.u, 1
supported him because T was under the impression that it would be most
convenient to the commercial members as well as to the legal membera
of this Council, but it now appears that they do not find their way to
attend the Council at these honrs.  Even now most of the commercinl
and legal members are absent, and therefore 1 think that 12 to § rou.
would he most convenient. 1 make this suggestion specially on the
ground that 15 members of the Caleutta Carporation are members of
thia Cogncil und their meetings are generally held from 4 to 6-30 r.u.,
and it is therefore desirable that for the convenience of those members,
the meeting« of this (‘ouncil should not he held after 4 r.x.  Thin is one
of tie special reasons why I make this suggestion.

Hon’ble 8ir HENRY WHEELEB: May T rise to a point of
explanmti®n ? In justice to the commercial membera, T may point out

that five of ghem having resigned, their seats are.gt present vacant.

Babu NITYA DHON MUXHERJEE: | heg to oppose this motion
moved br *Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur and supported by
Babu Amulya Dhone Addy. There in n somewhat amusing featurp in the
argument put forward by the Rai Bahadur. In the course of hia speech
he observed that the lawver members of this Couneil would oppose his
motion as, according to him, if earffed out, it would go against their
personal interest. Now, Sir, the Rai Bahadur forgot that the motion
he mgved was never un?’ by him and it did not stand in pis name, but it

104
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wns a motion of a lawyer in whose name it stands and with your perms-
sion he simply moved it. Tlerefore the argument falls to the ground.

The members of this House may be divided into four classes,
viz. —(1) Mufassal members, (2) Caleutta members, (3) Officials,
(4). Representativea of Trades Associations.  Now, Sir, let us consider
the convenience or inconvenience of each of these mections one by one.
As to mufassal members, it is known to everybody that they come away
from home and have got to stay at Calcutta during the sitting of the .
Council, and as far as I have been able to ascertain it does not matter
to them when the Council sits, but their only concern is that it should®
sit for us many hours as practicable, so that they may finish ¢he busineas
of the Council as early as they cam to enuble them to return héme to
attend to their own duties there, The hours fixed at present prescrihes
a longer sitting than the motion under discussion.  Therefore, this must
be their most convenient hour.

Now, of all the Caleutta members present to-day, only the mover and
Babu Amulya Dhone Addy are in favour of the pruposal, and their prin-
cipal point ix that the Couneil must not «it aftér 4-30 r.m.  The reason,
Sir, T beg to point out is that both of them are members of the Caleutta
Corpotation and the General Commitiee sits at that hour. My friend
have got to attend these meetings and they attend these meetings for
the same interest as a lawyer attends to his chent’s case, and therefore
all these arguments have been showered agauinst the lnwvers.  There are
members of the Culeutta Corporation who are sitting in this House now,
but none of them have raised a voice agninst the present arrangement.,

As to official members and business men, the Hon'ble Sir Henry
Wheeler hns already pointed out that the present hours will suit them
hest. Tt is a patent fact that this enables the Calcutta members to
attend to their ordinary work for a certain portion of the day and it
does not inconvenience the mufussal members.

The learned mover further pointed out that we all feel disinélined to
work after O r.m., and therefore on many occasions meetings of this
House have failed for want of a quorum. T propose to give a practical
example against this argument.  8ir, it is not vet 4 p.m.  How is it that
most of the seats of the elected members are vacant now? If ten of us
leave this Hall, a quorum will Be wanting. The real reason for want of

a quorum is not that, but because many of the members leave the Honse
to avoid giving votes,"many do not take gny interest in local questions
and go away, and others leave this Hall op some other grounds and
. meetings fail. With these few observatioms, T oppose the motion.

Ral JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadurt 1 was one of those
who sapported that the sittinga of the Council should begin at 11 o’clock,
because I was told that the mufassdl members wanted it. I said at the
time that 11 o’clock was very iiconvenient to me personally, but if the
mufsssal members wanted it, let them have R. Now I find {hat
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muhasgl members do not want it and that being so we cannot change the
time to suit the municipal commissioners. Therefore 1 shall be very
glad to accept the time as propused by the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler.

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: I must confess that the point
which would go to decide this question is that which has been so ably
put forward by the Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler, numely, the question
of the convenience of the memlLers. There canuot be any other consi-
. deration. 8o far as theae resolutions are concerned, it is very significant,
,asmy friend has said, that their fathers are not present here to-day but
their foster-fathers have taken them up. Foremost among them is my
friend, RaiDr. Haridhag Dutt Bahadur. Of all people 1 do appreciate
his difficulty, because he has got his General Committec meetings at 4-30,
which bring him a decent fee.

Rai Dr., HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: 1 am not a member of the

Gencral Committee.

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: You were on the General
Committee for 17 vears®and you are a candidate for it next year. 1 ant
also sorry for my friend, Babu Amulya Dhone Addy, who is on the
Buildinga Committee, which brings in a fee, though not so big as that
of a member of the Jeneral Conimittee. ke hus been there for the last
13 years and the meelings begrin at 430,  That is the reason why my
friend is anxious to be the foster-father of this resolution. I am a member
of the Corporation, but [ do not get any fee, and so | um not at all
anxious to alter the hours. Tt 18 only u question of personsl convenience.
For my part, 1 would prefer the existing hours, us this would allow e
toattend to my other duties. It will be quite impossible for me to attend
the Council at 11-30 and possibly 1 may have to resign.  So far ax the
n.ufassal members are concerned, 1 submit that it mukes no difference
to them whether the mecting is held at 12 or 3. But by holding it at
3 o’clock they can help the Cnlcutta members in their work and wee to
their convenience and I do not think they will object to this. The
mufassal members come here from a long distance and when they have
got to sit here it does not matter to. them whether they come at 12 or 3.
On the contrary if they come at 3. they can come here after having their
alfernopn naps. I think that those pegple who want this change are the
very people who do not mean to come at 12, They simply mean to come
héve at 2-30 to attend for an Lour or so in order to give their hajiri
That is the reason why we find onr chairs not occupied throughout the
merting s -

T'here is also another thing tv be considered, numely, the convenience
of other persons—I miean the oflicals, If we begin at 3, they®an auttend
to their own office work in the morning and do their work here.
That means we can get ®ore work out of them than
if we keep them here from 12 o'clock. I have seen the Chairmen of the
Ipprovement Trust and the ., Calcutta Corporation and other official
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meinbers coming here simply for the purpose of raising their hands
wheuever they ure called on to dv so. If we begin at 12, they will be
vere all the day and will get their pay for nothing. Taking all these
things into consideration, 3 o’cloek seems to me to be the best time for
our Uouncil meeting. We get'the just amount of work from our
civiban {riends, we meet the convenience of our bipthers in the trade
und coinmerce, we also look to the convenience of our mufassal members.
As for Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Babadur, he is a medical man, and le .
generally works till late in the eveffing, and it will make no difference
to b if we close at 7. And my friend Babu Amulya Dhone Addy whe *
ig a 1erchant will not find this hour inconvenigpt.

Maulvi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: T beg to submit that the hour
fixed at present is convenient to u large number of members—specially
the mufassal members who cone by the Duarjecling Mail and reach
Calcutts ut 11-30 a.m. Theretore it 14 very convenient to them to
attend at 3 o'clock. If mstead of that, the hour is fixed at 11 a.M. or
12 noon, it would be most convenient to the mufussal members who
come by the Darjeeling Mml. T repeat aguin that the hour, that is
already fixed, is convenient and it does not nulitate against the religious
observances of my Muhammudas friends if it be held earlier.  Two-thirty
is, 1 think, the sume us 3 «'clock: half-un-hour does not make any
difference. Therefore, I think the hour that has'been found conventent
to the (‘aleutta members and to the merchant members would be
convenient 1o others also, espedially to the members who come from the
mufassal by the Durjeeling Mail.

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: | think we should accept
the suggestion made by the Hou'ble Sir Henrs Wheeler.  As a mufussal
momber, 1 think we should not overlook the convenience of our Caleutta
friends. 1 make the suggestion in view of the notice of the resolution
given by Mr. Fortester. At present the Caleutta members do not get
anything and over and above that, if we ask them to muake sucrifice it
would bhe very hard on them and unreasonsble tos on our part. Now-
adays we have to close at 6-10 often for want of a quorum. Therefore,
if we can fix the time at 2-30 to 6-30 —practically in this arrangement
we may rise al about™® r.M. for the convenience of the Muhammadan
friends—it will suit the whole Tlouse. Ax it is, we should aceept the
suggestion so that it might not be inconvenient to our Calcutta friends.
For the mufassal members it is immaterial whether we ait at 3 or 2-30,
and even if we it at 11 or 12, to my mind, it mgkes very little difference.
The only convenience to the mutnssal members is that it may be pos-
sible for gome of them to catch the Darjeeling Mall or anv other train
that mn_vﬁ)e convenient to them and go home whe;p_'&e sitting is closed
for good, otherwise it is of no use. _So in phat view of the fact, as I
bave already atated, we should accepk the suggestion of my friend, the
Tlon'ble Sir Henrv Wheeler. Under these circumstances I hope the
House will agree to the suggestion. - *
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Khan Bahadur Maulvi EMADUDDIN AHMED: To me it appears
that the hour fixed already suits almost all the members of the House.
It has now been suggested that it will be convenient to fix it at 2-30 to
¢-30, but I may be permitted to point put that afler prayer there is a
very little time left for sitting. After we re-assemble at about 6 ».u.
there remains half s hour after prayer—even less than that sometimes.
I think the present hour is all right and if we change it then there will

-be inconvenience and probably the Council will have to be closed at
,6-30.  Under these circumstunces I'think the hour fixed is quite all
right.

L ] »

Ral Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I am not ut all surprised
to find that Babu Surendra Nath Mallik has been roused up to exercise
his most extraordinary power to fiud a motive in all things. We are
aware of the miscroscope and telescope of very high powers, but my
friend Babu Surendra Nath Mallik must be endowed with an  #tra-
ordinary or perhaps, superhuman power to discover motives.  But 1
con assure vou that whef T came to this Council 1 had not the slightest
idea of moving this resolution  Whaen T found that my friend Mr. Tarit
Bhusun Roy was absent T usked permission to move it, and | may assure
my friend that T moved it with very greatt diftidence and T had no motive
m hoving it. *

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: I accept that.

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: My friend Mr. Addy has
pointed out that 15 or 16 memhers of the Corporntion would be incon-
venienced if the hour 1s not changed.  Thix 14 quite true and | do not
think that to be a member of the Corporation and at tha same time to
serve the country as u member of this Council in u very objectionuble
khing. If these municipal commissioners are actunted with a desire to
serve hoth the Corporation as well ag the Council, T hope aur friends will
meet them in a sympathetic spirit. It s really o matter worthy of our
consideration as ko whether we should not chungg the time of the Coun-
cil in such a wav as to remove the inconveniencorof 15 or 16 membern
of shis ouncil. Another point which strikes me ix that if wo accept
the Hoo'ble Sir Henm Wheeler’s suggestion we have got to come here
at 2 o’clock. 1 put it to my friends here how would they like to come
to the Council Chamber ot o'clock in these hot days. Would it not
be better 0 leave their homes at 11 o’clock, come down to the ashady
rooms of the Town.Hall, remaining here, enjoving lunch and after the
adjournment of the Couneil at 4-30 return home after enjo¥ing the
evening breese of the ﬁlnid{ﬂ?

As regards my friend Bahu Wlya Dhon Mukherjee's observations,
1 do not attach much jmportance to them, as he alwaya acems to me to
qbo'funny and whenaver he*finds something amusing An a situation he
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would dilate upon it and it does not matter to bim whether he speaks on
this side or on that side. I admit, Sir, that this fixing of time is an
extremely knotly matter because whatever time is fixed, that will con-
venience some members and inconvenience others. But it strikes me
that we should tuke into consideration the pros and cons of all the sug-
gestions and fix the time which commends itself to the whole House.

The original motion of ltai Nibaran Chandra Das Gupta Bahadur as
amended by Mr. Turit Bhusan Roy was then put and lost.

Maulvi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: May I rise to a point of explana-
tion, Sir? I want to say a few words before the resolution ig put before
the House.  From what bas been said by the Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler,
I think that my choice of time has been an unfortunate one. I think
that is the time which would interfere witle the lunch of the European
us well ag of the Indinn members. 1 therefore withdraw my resolution.

The resolution was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn.

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA and Baku RISHINDRA NATH
8ARKAR, by leave of the Council, then withdrew their motions.

Withdrawal of resolutions.

The following resolutions were, in the abwence of the members,
deemed to be withdrawn (—

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: “ This Council recommends to
the (Government that the number of holidays granted for the Muham-
madan festival ld-ul-fitr be extended from two to four days.”

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: “ This Council recom-
menda to the Government that the non-official members of this Council
be authorised, in respect of jails situated in their respective districts,
to inspect them from time to time and report upon the conditions of
prison life of persons convicted for offences of a political character,
with apecial reference to the complaiuts and grievauces, if wuny,* of
individual prisoners. *’ .

Mr. TARIT BHUSAN ROY (o move, by-way of amendment, that
in motion No. 49, after the word ** districts ”’ _the following be
inserted ,«namely 1 o

“ and that the elected wembers for an éﬂcuﬂa constituency be

similarly authorised in respect g any . jails where any
political offenders convieted in Calcutta may be im-
prisoned. ' ‘
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Baby JOCENDRA NATH ROY: ‘‘ This Council recommends to
the Government that section 38, Chapter V, of the Bengal Village Self-
Government Act, 1919, be so amended—

(s) as to make the uuion boards fix the aunuul union rate not
higher than Rs. 42 for one person liable to the rate; and

(#i) that theewords ‘ to be protected ' be added after the words
‘ circumstances and properties ' in the said section. '’

Abolition of the post of the Director of Public Health Laboratory.
Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I move tifst

* thie Council recommends to the tiovernment that the newly sunctioned -
post of the irector of Public Health Laboratory be abohisbed and that
the saving thereby éffected be utilised towards rural water-aupply, and
that the laboratory be placed either under the Director of Public Health
us before or under the Professor of Hygiene uf the Tropical School, ™

The laboratory of the Sanitary Depurtmeut, Government of Bengul,
was originally started w1905 or so on a small scale to help Dr. Fowler
who was specially appointed to investigate the working of the septic tank
installations in Bengal. Subsequently it was enlarged and reorgunized
in 1910 with chemical and bacteriological sections in charge of their
regpective assistants on a salary of Ra. 150 to Ra. 200. The work of
the laboratory appears to consist entirely of examination of water,
septic tank effluents und tood-stutfs. The eutire annlytical work of the
laboratory 1s being carried on entirely by the assistants themselves.
The coutrol of the Sanitury Commissioner is limited to purely adminis-
trative matters and to forwarding the reports on the various analysis
carried out in the lauboratory. Since the pussing of the Food Adultera-
tion Act a number of chemical assistants have been tuken for the pur-
pose of analysing food-stuffs. The work done under the Food Adultera-
tion Act is under the entire control and supervision of the senior chemi-
cal assistant who has also been appointed as an analyst for the purpose.
He is responsible for all the chemical analysis of the food-stuffls and
issuen certificates for the same in his own name. The entire analytical
work of the laboratory is being carried out by the respective assistants
themselves and that the work of the officer controlling the laboratory is
pirely®nominal. The laboratory work bas been going on in its way
satisfactorily for the past 16 years and in several annual reports the
Sanitary Commissioner bas specially commended the good work done at
the labogatory.

Now there does not seem to he any necessity for bringing in « high-
Iy paid officer on Ra. 2,500 or so per mensem for supervising thy work
of the laboratory, esplecially as several Deputy Sanitary Commis-
sioners have recently beep appointed and also a highly peid officer, Pro-
fessor of Hygiend, is to be appointed in connection with the School of
Tropical Medicine. Tt seems there is more monev than we can find
mieans t8spend.
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For a part of the work at present done by the Sanitary Commissioner
it is proposed to have two additional officers, on Rs. 2,500 or so, name-
Iy, (1) the Director, Public Health Lahoratory, and (2) Professor of
Hygiene, School of Tropical Medicine. But, surely there cannot be
sufficient work for two new high officers. It appears to me desirable,
and no doubt this Council will agree with me, that éhe recently sanc-
tioned post of the Director of Public Health Laboratory be abolished and
that the saving thereby effected, Rs. 30,000 to Rs. 24,000 & year, be
utilised for the prevision of water supply Ro the smaller towns of Bengal.

+ With these observations, I commend my resolution for the acceptance
- of the Couneil. '

Khan Bahadur Maulvi WASIMUDDIN AHMED: Under the present
system, we find that more money is expended 1 rubbing and eciling
than in sctually feeding the people. The resolution moved by Ral
Malendra Chandra Mitrn Bahadur is directly on  the point. There
also we find that Government in its anxiety to Lelp the people have
devised some means and created some posts for finding out some tiuth
and ascertaining some data.  Of course their value depends on their
practieal use on the people and not simply on finding out some new
facts and figures.  So 1t would serve more useful, purpose if the know-
ledge already acquired by some officers, the Director of Public Health,
ete., be extended to the mufassal and applied to the amelioration of the
condition of the mufassal people, in that case this money would be better
utilised than in spending for the purpose of finding out a new  data.
Therefore, T whole-heartedlv approve the resolution  moved by Rai
Mahendra Chandra Mitrn Bahadur.

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF.
COVERNMENT (the Hoa'ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): We have
just reorgunised this department and the work of this department is daily
increasing in consequence of the incrensed demands made in respect of
the analysis of food, and T am sorry that my friend should put forward a
recommendation of this kind at the present moment. 1 will just give
you the figures. In 1919, the figures were 1,700 for analysis and now the
‘figures are nearly 4,000 and the work is increasing—about 3,00Q in ex-
omsa of what it used to be and then the standard of unadulterated food-
stuffs is now being worked cut and thus additional work will be thrown
upon the department. Tt then seems to me that it would be weakening
the Health Department altogether i¥ my friend’s motion were fccepted.
The work is growing and it is bound to grow. Then the cases of
bacteriolofical examination aty increasing. They come from all parts
of the mufassal: T do hope thal under the circpmstances, my friend will
agree not to press his motion. We are watching thewoperations of this
particular office,"but it seems to me that there is not the slightest
possibility of our beipg able {u dispense with'the services of the Director



1922.1 DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC HEALTH.. 143

of Public Health Laboratory for his services are likely to grow with the
increase of work of the department.

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I have listened to
the statement of Sir Suremlra Nath Banerjen. I have given my reasons
why I have come with a vesolution which I have the honour of moving.
My object simply 18 this and this only—we should reduce the charges
as far as possible. «+ No other motive would have persunded me to come

" to the Council with a resolution like this. 8ir Surendra Nath Banerjea

says that the work is increasing and the fact is based upon figures and
that there is no expectation of reducing the work of this purticular officer.
Now dhe question has ndsumed a grave aspect, I do not for a moment
think, that if the officer be relieved, the work will suffer. 1 press for the
consideration of the Counci that for many, many years, that is for about
16 yeurs, the work did go on smoothly. Sir, whatever may be the state
of things when the Hon’ble Minister tells us that he would watch and see
and try his best as far as possible to solve the question that T have raised,
I do not like to press my,resolution at this stage, as I can get the informa-
tion from him from time to time and I would come to know how far [
was justified in coming to the Council wish the resolution and, if it is
necessary, I will move another resolution to the same effect. 1 have not
abandoned that idea ap yet, but I must take the word of the Hon'ble the
Minister who is in charge of Sanitation and who takes so much interest
in it. I therefore withdraw the resolution.
The resolution was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn.

Withdrawal of resolutions.

The following resolutions standing in the names of Maulvi
Azaharuddin Ahmed and Rai Jogendrn Chunder (those Bahadur, respect-
ively, were in the abseme of the members, d#emed to be withdrawn :(—

* This Council recommends to the Government that in every hlxh
English and middle English school, and in every junior madrassah in
Bengal, arrangements be made for the teaching of technical and medical
subjects in addition to the curriculum now in force.”

“ This Council recommends to the Government that quinina be
mﬁphe& free to all charitable dispens<aries und sold at every post-office
in Bengal in limited quantities at cost prue

The following resolution standing in the name of Dr. Hassan
Subrawagly was, in the absence ohﬂw member, deemed to be with-
drawn :—

*“ This Council recommends to Governgment that a small comittee of
official and non-official elected membera of this Council, including at
least ong medical was, be appointed to inquire into the circumstances
and truth or otherwise of the alleged assault by the. pulwe. after the
n'mt of Mr. Chiraranjan Das, the son of Mr. &R Du
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Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: May I be permitted to move
the resolution in place of Dr. Suhrawardy ?

The Hon'ble 8ir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I rise to a point
of order.

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I am afraid you camnot move it. You
are too late.

Pay and allowanoes of officers.

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Lmove that ** this Council
recommends to the Government that the higher authorities be moved to
sanction the stopping of payment of half of the increment in pay and
allowances grunted to the covenanted und uncovenanted officers of all
gervices in Hengal under the recommendation of the Public Services
Commission, until finnncial conditions improve.”’

These increnses were granted, so far as T remember, during the year
1919-20 and some portions in 1921 also. The question of financinl
difficulties arose since the year 1919, At that time the Government
ought to have considered whether they were 1 a position to grant these
increments. But they did not do so. T am sorry that, at this time when
every one is clamouring for more increments nnd dpecial consideration on
account of high prices of food and clothing, T should have to move a
resolution of this nature, but circumstances have obliged me to do so.

In November last, in reply to a question of mine, it was shown that
about Rs. 35 or 36 lukhs were granted as increment of pay and allowances
in accordance with the recommendationa of the Public Services Commis-
sion. | put another question to ascertain what was the increment grant-
ed on account of the econonne pressure, and T got a reply—TI do not touch
that portion because the beneficiaries are men of limited income. So I
thought it proper that if any economy could be effected under this head,
it was repsonable that we should see if anything could be done in the
higher services.

When the Meston Committee considered the question of the division
of fundx, so far as 1 have beenable to sce, it was not pointedly brought to
their notice that the increments of pay and allowances would place,the
finances of Bengal in a difficult position. 1 believe that aspect of the
question did not then strike the Bengal Government. There was some
correapondence after the recommendations of the Meston Committee were
submitted. T can trace one submifted by the Hon'ble Sir Sureadra Nath
Banerjen and another by Mr. Marr. 1In these letters it was not pointedly
shown that this increase of pay, ect., would really mean a heavy deficit.
The Meston ('ommittee took it that Bengal’s capacity for spending would
be about Rs. 1 crore and 4 lakhs.  Qut of this, Ra. 63 lakhs was taken as
the contribution td the India Government and Rs. 41 lakhs *only was
granted to the Provincial Goverument. The finances of the Government
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of Bengal were really in deficit- I believe, however, that the Govern.
ment would not have granted the increments at this time, knowing full
well that it would be very difficult to find out money. If there was a
mistake made by the Meston Committee, I think that it should be
remedied. We are trying our Beat to secure more money and considern-
tion from the India Government, and, if necessary, by taxation. 8o
having regard to our difficult situation it would be a better and reason-
able course to stop the payment, and so I have proposed that only half of
the increments granted should be stopped for some time until our finan-
cial conditions improve: up to that time it is essential that we should
stop the payment ; if we do this there will be a saving of over Rs. 17 lukhs
a vear. That would be & fairly large sum and it could be more usefully
utilised in other directions. 1t is no doubt a great hardship to the
covenanted service asthe pembers have to spend a good deal of money
in educating their children and maintaining their families at  home,
The cost of living has, to be sure,risen, But our point of view should
also be taken. The deficit, at the time of the division of funds, ought to
have been properly rnlvllln(ed; if it wns not done then it should be at
least done now.

What were the requirements of the province and what were the reven-
ues available to the provinee, I have not heen able to truce 1 nuy letter
submitted by the Goyernment of Bengal to the Meston Committee, T
really fail to understand why it was thought that this Government could
afford to set apart Re. 1 ecrore and 4 lakhs for increased expenditure in
other directions. It was the aceepted palicy of the Committer that the
division should not be made in such a way as to compel the locul Govern-
ments to go into taxation in the very beginning of the ern of the Reforma.
If that was the idea, a mistake must have been made in estimating the real
situation of the province. 1 believe, T am not wrong in saying that the
question of what these increases would cost us and in what way our finance
would be affected thereby, was not seriously taken into conaideration;
otherwise that aspect of the question would have heen placed before the
Committee, not incudentally but by a ealculation of what the netual state
of things would have been. If that was not done, I take it that it was
a mistake and if, in our mistaken view, we granted incrementa to  the
service, I say that that mistake should now be rectificd ao fur as we can.
I do nod mean {g cut off the entire increments but only half of it only up to
such time as our finances are restored to a favourable condifion when ‘Wwe
can properly remunerate public servants. Under thix impression and
with this view I say that it would be s reasonable atep to take.

We Rave three Bills now under consideration and if we can pass them
we may expect to have Ra. 1 crore and 50 lakhs or Rs. 1 crpre and 40
lakhs. We have got a remiasion of the Bengal contribution of Rs. 63
lakhs a year to the India Government for 3 years. If after 3 years the
remissiog is withdrawn, and we are forced to pay, even the amount avail-
able or collected by fresh taxation will not be sufficient to meet our de.
mands.  Of course, we have cut dows a good deal of our éxpendifure, this
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year we had to cut it by Ra. 68 lakhs and for next year the proposal is to
cut down the normal expenditure to the extent of Rs. 80 or 81 lakhs.
Fven then there is a deficit of Rs. 20 lakhs and by the taxation Bills we
can add at the most Rs. 1 crore and 40 lakhs.  That would not be suffi-
cient to cover our requirements if the (overnment of India wanted their
contribution. We expect relief, no doubt, from further taxation Bills,
but if those taxation Bills are not passed what would®be our position?

For capital expenditure we shall have to enter upon a loan policy, but
how can we do 8o in our present condition when we are faced with a deficit
to meet even the ordinnry needs of the administration? So far as I »
remember the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr is under an idea that we require Rs. 11
crores for ordinary expenses; Ra. 64 crores for dstaBlishment ind nearly
Rs. 1 crore and 70 lukhu for establishment, allowances, ete., so that we
require over 8 crores for maintaining our administration; afd over.and
ahove that we require nearly Hs. 3 crores for education, for the Depart-*
ment of Agriculture and other things. How can we meet them? Qur
income is anly a little over Rs. 9 crores.  Fven if we get the benefit of
the taxation Bills, we cannot go bevond Rs. 103 crores.

In this state of things T think it would be reasonable to do something
by retrenching ha]f of the amount granted for the relief of the highly
paid Government servants. T am fully sensible of the hardship this
resolution, if passed, would entail upon the Government servants, but we
cannot help.  We are trving our best not to impose  taxation on the
people, but I am nut urging the stopping of increase of pay, ete., just to
get rid of the taxation Bills. My resolution is independent of that idea.
Even if we pass the Bills we should curtail the allowances. The mem-
bers of the Subordinate Fducational Department have not been given
any grants, but in other departments men who draw big pay have been
granted relief and it is in their cases, T think that we should, if possible,
muke wome arrangement. 1f the portion to be deducted be half of the
increment, it will give us a considernble sum of money. Tf our financial
position nuprmm I do not propose that they should be deprived of the
benefits even then.

With this view, T move my resalution which T hope will be submitted
to the Government of Indin.  Cigeumstanced ns we are, I think it is a
reasonnble course to atop a portion of the grant and I hnpe this House
w1u support me in my resolution,

Khan Bahadur Maulvi WA'IMUDDIN AHMED: I heartily support
the resolution because last vear in my " Budget speech T said that the
ricketty ship of Government had been patched up with such heavy slahs
and nails tlept it in sinking and sink it will unless the Indian Government
eame to its rescue, and within 12 months we have had to meet a heavy
deficit and Government have been obliged to ask the Government of
India to be allowed to paas the taxation Bills, and in consequence, we have
got on the loqmlahve anvil no less than three taxation Bills
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pending the decision of this Council. There has been but one voioe in the
country with regard to the necessity for retrenchments. (Government had
no justification for increasing the pay and allowunces of the highly-paid
officinls because there was no lack of candudates either from Ind'a or from
vutside under,the old circumstances. (M course. when a family is in
atluent cire umqtanceﬂ it is proper that its members should enjoy a little
luxury and indulg8 itself in cream and butter, but when we are met with
such a heavy deficit, and are not all a position to give mereases of pay
to deserving people, it is desirable that the people who ure in the enjoy.
ment of high remunergtion, high salaries and allowances shonlid make
some sacrifice.  Of course, this Government have not the power to reduce
the salaries of the Iadinm Service, but they should try their best to get
some concession from the Indin Government. When it has fuiled to do
a0, it may be obliged to pass some taxation Bills. 1 is also proper for
this Government to ask the Government of India to allow them to keep
a portion of the ingrease of the puy and allowances in abevanee  Since

the inauguration of the Reforms, preople at lurge are saving, ** this s
nothing but an engine of ‘oppression to grind the bones of the rate-payers
with the sanction of a farger number of their papular representatives,”
and, in the introduction of the fresh taxation Bills, they hive found the
justification uf their statements,  The non-co-operators 1 the mufussal
sav to them: ‘' Thia gvstem of Government has been given to vou in
order to squeeze you nghh-r and tighter Hll vou huve become nltogether
emavriated.”’ .

Of course during the last 12 months we have pasned muny msolutiona
for securing some benefit to the people, but most of them had to be post-
poned for want of money. If the Reforms cannot give any h#dns or
blessings to the peaple except hringing in fresh taxes, of what use ir it to
them? The people who understand most, who advocate the Reforing,
owe u duty to the people to show that the Reforma have got some real
benefit for them. Wjth this object in view, we must have lnrger «av-
ings. Even if our present income is sufficient to maintain the establigh-
ment gnd carry on the ordinary business of Government, vet there nre
hopes ‘and duties which muast he fulfif®d. There is no justification for
the lteforms if they cannot confer any blesaing, any boon on. the penple.
As tho jeople cannot get proper medical treatment during their illnesas,
andepurg drinking water, the (iovernment have no  justification for
bringing in fresh taxation Bills and squeezing the people tighter and
tighter,

1 think the resolution is a very:good one and its recommendation
should be @rried out. The grant of increasea of salariea and allowances
should be kept in abeyance until brighter prospects appear in the
country.

MEMBER in oharge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the

Hon’ble ‘Gir Monry Wheeler): This resofution is of a, general
character, and it purports to give a solution of our ﬂnumm] troubles
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of a simple nature, though 1 cannot but feel a little apprehemnve on
rendmg that this reduction in the pay of Govomment servants is to con-
tinue ** until financial conditions improve.”” 1 strongly suspect that the
mover would more correctly express his inteniion if he ssid ‘' wotil
the Greek Aalends,” and in any case it is very easy to interpret these
words as practically meaninz perpetnity. For instance, suppose next
year we are a little better off, it is perfectlv easy to say that our
financial condition has improved merely hecause we put on extra
taxation; {hat must be first remitted. Again it iss perfectly easy to °
argue that our financial condition cannot be said to have improved sv long
as we have wo many urgent demands uasatisfied. Therefore T
suspect that the resolution can be interpreteddin a way which would
certainly surprise the unfortunate victimas.

The resolution has been supported on gencral grounds and with
general arguments, and 1 do not propese to enter into a discussion of the
details of pay of the various Services involved.. 1t is  obviously”
mmpossible to do so in the course 6F one resolution, and details of that kind
can only be treated singly us they come up So fur as I can make
out, the Services which are covered by this resolution are the Indian
livil Service, the Bengal Civil Servire both on the Executive and
Judicial sides, the Forest Service, both Tmperial and Provincial, the
Medical Services, covermg the Indian Medical Service and Civil and
Military Assistant  Surgeons, The Public Wirks Department on the
Jmperial and Provineinl sides, the Educational Service, including the
Tudian Edueational Service and the  Bengal Educationa]l Serviee, the
Commerce Department in respect of Inspectors of Factoriea and Boilers,
and Agwiculture, as concerning the Tmperial Service and some isolated
appointments.  The range is obviously a large one, and in so far as
reorganiantions have beew carried out in these Services from varving
dntes, 1 think, dating from 1919 onwards, and large sums of money
have been drawn by olticers or. the faith of the trders of the Secretary
of State, 1 take it, it iz net intended by the mover that these sums
should be refunded. That would be practically inflicting a fine, pure
and simple. But if the proposal relates to the future, T submit to the
Council that it amounts to a repudiation of our debts and nothing less.

Thus there are very few of us who do not focl the pinch of financial
stringency. " 1 can understand any private individual, as doubtless.
some of us have had to do, saying, ** I cannot afford to live on this scale;
I cannot keep my motor car or ponies, and must therefore get rid of
them.” But I cannot understand any pnvnt,e individual who purports
to eonduct his affaira on honourable lines, saving: *“ It is perfectly true
that I mnat have my staff of servants to run my business; I cannot get
“ rid of them; it is also perfectly true that T promised to pay them at ver-
tain ratea; but Lam hard.up, and therpfore their pay must be cut.® It
that were dome by a privafe individual it would be stigmatised in rather
uncompliientary terms, anfl the.,{:osition is not materially different
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mvﬁon of that ﬁmd is suggested to be taken by the State. Again. the
mover has suggested that half should be taken. Why stop at half?
1f money has got to be saved at all costs, and regardless of the method,
vou might as well take the lot while you are about if. It ix well known
that the revisions that have been given in respect of these Services
recent years were given after protracted  dircussions, and in many cases
on a consideration®of arguments applicable not ouly to Bengal, but to
India as a whole.  Most of these Lnperial Services ure recruited on an all-

* India basis. and after careful examination, it was agmeed that unless
o we offered certain rates of pay, suitable men could not be recruited, and
to the extent th&t this is o, il is obvious that the presend scales could
nothe lighfy brushed asifle.  Norisit the case that the increments given
o the Imperial Services, tuken as a whole, have been in themselves exces-
sive.  Comparisons are difficult to make, especially as so many Services
are now on a time-seale.  Sforth after the inerements were given, b had
t caleulation made ingespect of the ITndian Civil Service, which proved that
on the judicial side,  offiesre were aetnally  losing by this  o-called
improvewpent, while taking the 8crvice as a whole, the  merements
carned by Adndjviduals, werked ont o an absolutely paltry sum.  Another
pout which is worthy of the considertion of the Couneil, is that apart
from the ordinary houourable relatious hetween cervant and emplover,
the Tmperial Services have cortain stututory vozlits, and under section
B °(BY of the Government of Indin Act,*® every person appointed, before
the commencement  of the Government of  Indin Act, 1919, by the |
Recretary of State in Council to the (il service of the Crown in India
<hall retain all his existing or aceruing rights, or shall receive such
compensation for the loss of any of them as the Seeretary of State in
Council may consider just and equitable.’”  So even were this Council
~o misguided as to  adopt this resolution; awl the loeal Govermment
<o misguided as to seek to enforee it, it would only m many cases expase
tiovernment to heavy swigs lor damage s,

So much for the Tmperial Services.

The cuse for the Provincial Servicd i ugt (fpc-n to these difficultion
under shat Act, but equally 1 their case, the nhancements wiven have
not bebn excessive, and curipusly enongh in respect of the Services in
in grhich the euhancements were possibly on a hetter ueale than in some
others, namely. the Bengal (hvil Service on the execulive and judicial
sides. T would remind the Council that when our orders were hrought
out, the general trend of eriticism sagninst them, which wa« voiced in
this Cour®il or the old one. was that we were treating our  officers
somewhat ungenerously. und when it was ween that certain other prav-
inces were giving a higher maximum we were criticised on thaPuecount.

Pherefore, neither in the cawe of the Provineial Qa;vm-n in there a

case for thia drastic action. and if we were  unwise an te-accept this
reaplutlo! what would be the eﬂ'mt\pf such an act of repudistion either

i1
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on the credit of the provmce or on the feehng among the Services ther,.
selves? Why is it only in the case of these Imperial an Provingiy)
sorvices that the arguments of the rise in the cost of living, which i
constantly pressed upon us ay justifving improved prospects for mip.
interial officers and menials, is to be ignored? The only argument of
Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri is that we age v&ry hardagp, and he has
worked ont a theery to his own satisfaction, that thee increments would
never have been given at all if the present finuncial position of the

province had been forescen. That theory is not  based upon facts

The improvement of the pay of these Services was overdye; the appoint-s
ment of the Public Services Commission In itself was o.i:grdue, and even

after the Public Services Commission submitted its report, if§ congidera-

tion was extraordinarily delaved. 1 was Home Secretary z{t the time; and

it wan under Lord  Hardinge's  orders that the consideration of the

report was hedd up during the war. Had it not heen for this, these

incrementg would have heen given to the Services in 191617 or 1917-18,

and to that extent the Services were deprived of an improvement of
their prospects  which they bad u right to exject.  But it is obvious

that ot that time, the Reforms and thetr changes were not foreséen by any-
one, and thin theory that, had it then bheen known how we stand, these
increments would not have been given. ix one which will not stand

examination.  The inerements, were given, beepise after inguiry they,
were held to be justified under ﬁw modern conditions of service, and were
nevessary if we desiped to reeruit for the Services of the future men of the
type who buﬂ guined them an the past In <o far as men have heen
recruited apecitically ome these terme an recent vears, it is obviously

impossible now to go back upon them. For these reasons 1 trust that
the resolution is not one which will commead itself to Ilw good sense of
the Council. N

Babu KISHORI MOHAN OHAUDHURI: I amrsorry that my real
intention in moving thix resolution has been misunderstood. T said that
if vou have nat the menns to make these grants, Hberal grants, take time,
and in the meantime improve your position and then think of continu-
ing this. T know that these recommendations were submitted.to the
tiovernment of India long aga, but in 1919 there whs a change, and thie
change ought to hifes been taken into comsiderntion.  Without qnnuider-
iﬁg our ability to manage, these arfhgements were sanctioned: they
ware necessary no doubt, but ot the sume time it ought to have been shown
to the ﬂmornmﬂﬁ.of India that we wére not in position to meet them.
That has not been done; you can now do it in two ways, either yon can
say that the (Jovernment of Indin muat grant us more money so that we
may be ia a position to maintain our household affairs, or we shall have
to eut our coat according to our cloth. Tt is very unfortunate that we
are hard pressed, but who is to blame? 1t we are required to maintain
this coatly staff, some arrangement should be made. 1 am-ho§ proposing
that we should not make these payments at all. Hv -only propossd is

-*
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that we should inform the Government of India of our position, and
ask either to be allowed to stop these allowances for some time, or that
liberal grimts should be made to us to enable us to meet them. This is
my proposal. The references are necessary for the sake of making our
pesition clear I do net suggest that ofticers should be usked to refund
money which %has slready been paid to them, but [ gnl\ suggest that
further pay ments should be suspended. My proposal is only prospective
. and not retrespective. 11 you think that a time-limit is necessary to
give effect to my propusal, it can be done by altering the wording of
*the resolution. = When we are fivaneally able to meet these chunges,
then we cam incur the #ull expenditure. I have wo objection to the
alterufion of the wording of wy resolution.  Oug troubles hegan from
1919 when these increments were granted ; we then saw thut our finsneial
position would he worse. ¥ waw the correspondence in which it wus
strongly urged that Bengal's contribution to the Government of Ind
should not be progressive; the suggestion was that it should be fixed;
this suggestion was considered even by the Joint Parlinmentary Com.
mittee, and # was explained that our position wax such that it would be
impossible for us to manage without extra taxation, and taxation in the
beginning was aut of the question m considerag the financal settlement,
H the Secretary of Stute thinks that the increments already granted should
not e interfered with, “and that this wodld result in hardship, then in
some other wny we should be helped. I it ix thought that my suggestion
is a reasonable one, and that we are reallyv not in a pouho}; Lo incur s
much expenditure on aceount of onr household affairs, we may he given
relief in some other wav. Whatever that way may be, [ think there
would be no harm in submittigg this proposal to the Government of India
for consideration, so that we gshould get spme sabstantial relief in some
other direction.  We should not spend bevoud our means, otherwise we
chall be bankrupt. "We are really in u hankrupt state na we have no
money. We have matured some proposals for new taxation, but that
1% not sufficient to meet gur needs.  Tn this state of affuirs, it is reason-
able thut we should submit these considerations to the higher authorities
so that they may show us a way to meet theni, ugd tell us what to do in
the circumstances. T have not heard in reply anything which woula
really induce me to withdraw fromy the position T have taken. T there-
fore commend my motion for the considerstion of the House.
On the motion being pui, a division was taken u‘ the fn”nwmg
result—

AYES.

Alned, KXhan . Mavivt W Sarma, Ra! Sabih Fanehanen.
Ahmed, Sawtv) Azaharuddin. Chaughuri, Gabu Kishert Mehan.
Ahmned, Mavivi Ra® Usdn. Chaudburi, Ral Narendranath.
Adumed, iSunehi Jalar. Das, Babu Shismadev,
AR, Wr. Syed Erfan. Bawiv! W Madas
AN, Sunshi lt,...?.. : ¢ Kartm, Mawtvi Abdul

w8, Wanshi A s Kortm, Mawivi Paziet.
Artmmdedse Bauiv] Ki ahar, > Khan, Masty! Namid-ud-dtn.
Saner . Sahséur Adings Chandra. MakramaN, Munohi,

> i1a



on the credit of the province or on the feeling among the Services them-
selves? Why ia it only in the case of these Iinperial and Provincial
servives that the arguments of the 1i3e in the cost of living, which i
constantly pressed upon us ss justifving improred prospects for min-
isteriah officers and menials, is to be ignored®  The onk argument of
Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri is that we age véry hardgp, and he hae
worked ont a theery to his own satisfaction, that there increments would
never have been  given at all if the present finuncial position of the
province had been  foreseen. That  theory is not based upon facts,
The improvement of the pay of these Services was overdye: the appoint-e
ment of the Public Services Commission in itself was overdue, and even
after the Public Services Commission submittelt its report, ifs conpidera-
tion wis extraordivarily delived. | was Home Secretary at the time; and
it was under Lord  Hardinge's  orders thyt the consideration of the
report wam bedd up during the war  Hand it not been for this, these
increments would have heen piven to the Services in 1916-17 or 1917-18,
and to that extent the Services were deprived of an improvement of
their proxpects which they bud a right to expeer. But it is obvious
that ut thal time, the Reforme and their changes were not fareseen by any-
one, and this theory that, had it then been known how we stand, these
increments would not have been given, iv one which will not stand
examinntion.  The merements, were given, heegtise after inspuiry they
were held to be judtitied nnder We modern conditions of wervice, amd were
nevexsary if we degiped to recruit for the Services of the future men of the
type who bag Joined them o the past In o far as men have hoen
recruited specifically ome these terms n recent vears, it is obviensh
impoasible now 1o go buck upon them.  For these rensons 1 trust that
the resolution 1 not one which will commond tteelf to the good sense of
the (‘ouncil.

.
Babu KISHOR!I MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I win sorry that my real
intention in moving this resolution has been misunderstood. T said that
if yvou have not the means to make these grants, liheral grantr, take time,
and in the meantime improve vour position and ¥hen think of continu-
ing this, 1 knaw that these recommendations were submitted. to the
Government of [ndia long ago, but in 1919 there was a change, and this
change ought to havs been tuhen into consideration.  Without 1'0nsi(ler-
iig our ability fo manage, thew arfhgements were sanctioned; they
were necsssary no doubt, but ot the sume time it ought to have been shown
to the Goveromef, of Tilia thut we wére not in n position to meet them.
That has not been done; you van now do it in two ways, either you can
say that the Government of India must grant ux more money so that we
may be i a position to maintain our household affairs, or we shall have
to cut our coat according to our cloth, Tt iz very unfortunate that we
are hard pressed, bat who is to blame? It we nre required to maintain
this costly staff, some arrangement should be made. T am-wogproposing
that we should not make these payments at all. My only proposs] is ”



1W<, | Al AN ALAAIYWAINUDLD U U PICERD, 101

that we should inform the Government of India of our position, and
ask either to be allowed to stop these ullownnces for some time, or that
liberal grimts should be made to us to enable us to meet them. This is
my proposal. .The references are nocessury for the sake of makng our
position clear. T do net suggest that ofticers should he asked to refund
mouvey which has slready been paid to thew, but 1 unly suggest that
further pa\lnent%shcnﬂqllu-~u~pvudcd My proposal is only prospective
- and not retrespective.  If you think that a timeJimit is necessary to
Jgive effect to my proposal, it can be done by altering the wording of
the resolution. *When we are financlly able to meet these changes,
thea we cam incur the full expenditumie. 1 have no objection to the
alteration of the wording of my resolution.  Oug troubles begun from
1919 when thess jncrements were granted ; we theu saw that vur financial
position would be worse. Y suw the correspondence in which it was
strongly wrged that Bengal's contribution to the Goverument of India
should not be progressive;: the suggestion wux that 1t should be fixed;
this suggestion was considered even by the Joint Parlismentary Com-
mittee, and it was explained that our poution was such that it would be
mmpossible for us to manage without extra taxation, and taxation in the
heginning was out of the question 1o considering the finanel settlement,
If the Seeretary of State fhinks that the merement<alrendy granted should
notbe interfored with, ‘and that this wolld result in hardship, then in
some other way we should he helped,  Tf it is thought that my suggestion
18 a reasonable one, aud that we are really not in a puulmy. to incur so
much expenditure on wrcount of our honsehold wffairs, we may he given
relief in some other way.  Whatever that way may be, T think there
would be no harm in subnuttigg this proposal ta the QGovernwent of India
for consideration, so that we ghould et syme rabstantial relief in some
other direction.  We should nntupcnd}nvnud our means, otherwise we
shall he bankrupt. "We are renlly in o bankrupt state an we have no
money. We have matured some proposals for new taxation, but that
i« not sufficient to meeg gur needs.  Tn this state of affairs, it is reason-
uble that we should submit these eonsiderationn to the higher authorities
so that they may show ux a way to meet them, agd tell us what to do in
the circumstances. T have not heard in reply auything which woula
really induce me to withdraw from the position T have taken. T there.
fore commend my motion for the consideration of the Houne. ¢
On the motion being put, a djvision wun taken w‘“ the following
result—

AYES.

Alsned, Khan Bahadur, Mavtyl Wasimudéin, Sarms, Ral Sahis Panchanan,
Almed, Bautvl Arahsrvidin. Chaugivert, Sabu Kisher! Nohan.
Ahmed, SHiawivl Rah Uddn. Ohaudhuri, Ral Narendranath.
Ahmed, Munehl Jafar. Das, Sabu Shismadey.
AR, By, Syed Erfan. Mautet @ miad Mad
AR, Bunsh o e Karim, Rautv) Abgel.

N, Mun . . Kortm, Sawivt Fagiul.

Wawiv| Khandahar. ~: Whas, Mauiv! Mamid-wd-0in,
" 114
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Miirs, Ral Bahadur Mahendra Chandra. Rauf, Mawivi Shak Abdur,

Meitra, Dr. Jatindra Nath. | ey, Babu Nalinl Math.

Mukharjl, Sabu Satish Chandra. Ray Chavdhuri, Saliaja Nath.
Mukherjl, Pretesser 8. C. Salam, Khan Abdus.

Nakay, Mirzs Muhammad All.
Nashor, Babu Ham Chandra.

Sarkar, Babu Jegesh Chandrs.
Suhrawardy, Mr. Nuseyn Shatecd.

NOES.
Ahmed, Xhan Sah , Mavivi Emaduddin. Law, Raja Reshee Cass.
Ahmed, Maulvi Yahuinuddin. Mittar, tha Hon'bis Mr. P. @,
Banerjes, the Hen'dis Bir Surcndra Naih. Mukharjee, Babu Nitya Dhen.
Mr. E, €. Mutiiek, Babu Nirede Behary.

Sese, Mr. 3. M. Peddar, Babu Kesherawmh
Chaudhuri, the Hen'bie the Nawab Salyld s Raheam, Mr. Abdur,

Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. Rahim, the Mon'bie Sir Abe-uf.
Das, Mr. §. R, Ray, Kumar $hib Shehhareswar.
D¢, Babu Fanindraial. * Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. Krishna Chandra.
DeLisis, Mr. J. A, Ry C! y, Rajs B tha Nath,

Duval, Mr. M. P. fay, Mdnaraja Sahadur Kshaunish Chandra.
Fronch, Mr. ¥, C. Ray, Mr. Bijey Presad Singh.

Chete, Rai Bahadur Jegandra Chunder, Ay, Ral Bahadur Lailt Mehan Singh.
Coede, Mr. 8. W, Rey, Raja Manitell Singh.

Hephyns, Mr. W. §. Sinha, Babu Surendrs Merayan,
Muntingtard, Mr. O. T. Spry, Mr. M. E.

Mug, Mauiv! Ekramul, Stophonsan,r. H. L.»

Ksrr, Ihe MHan'Die Mr, §. M. Suhrawardy, Dr. Hassam.

Khaitan, Badu Devi Presad. Swan, Mr. J. A, L.

Khan, Mauivi Md. Rahqus Uddin, Tr rs, Mr. W, L.

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. Waish, Mr. C. P.

Lang, Mr, J. Whaetsr, the Hen'die Bir Henry.

- ..
The Ayes being 30 wnid the Noes 43, the motion wis lost.

Summonses and Notices in Civil suits.
Babu BATISH CHANDRA MUKHARJI: ** Thi~ Council recom-

mends to the Government that early steps be taken to mtroduce service
of summonses wund notices in all eivil suits, appeals and execution mutters
by registered post in place of the existing setvice of such sunimonses and
notices by peons.”

This resolugion to my mind concerns zammndars, merchants and the
poor, ull alike, and my object tn moving 1t i to reduce the costs in Htiga-
Gon, the harassment to the Lhtgant public and to lessen the appression
of the poor. It is o well-known fact that these peons often get tips, and
these tips vary according to the journey thex have to perform ig the
service of these summonses, und if this gratification is not pui(’ to thew,
the result ia that they cause much annoyance and horassment to the
litigant public.  In this way a simple rent suit often takes 2 vears to be
settled because if there nre 8 or 10 defendants, and if they live in seversl
places, it is impoxsible to get a.decree and to get such a small suit disposed
of quicKly. 11 my resolution be aceepted, all this trouble would be avoid-
ed. In insolvency casen nt present this procedure is adopted, and all
notices to the rreditors are served by registered post. Even in cases
where returns are satisfuctory but the defendants do not appear in con-
teated cases, the judiciary have made it a practice of issuing mgu&ered
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post cards to ensure that processes have been served. Thix shows that
the judiciary have great faith in the service of nutices by registered post.
So I submit that itis high time that the old practice of serving summonses
through peons should be dune away with, and in its place the service by
registered po#t adopted. This will shorten delay which is sometimes
caused in the administration of justice. Ko T submit that this resolution
be accepted by the Council.  If legislation is necessary, 1 do not think
there would be any difficulty in carrving it through. 8o T subimit that
a case has been made vut for the adoption of the procedure suggosted in
my resolution in place of the old one.

Bpbu PEVI PROSAB KHAITAN: [ heg to move an amendment tu
this resolution that in motion No. 57, far the words ** in place of *" the
words ** as an alternative or in addition to

' be substituted.  Axamended

the resolution would run as fotlows: ** This Council recommends to the

Government that early steps be tuken to introduce service of cummaonses
and notices in all civil susts, appeals and execution matters by regwtered
pos® us an alternptive or in addition to, the existing service of sucl sume
monses and notices by peons.”’

Theraare two reasons which have impelled me (o move this amend-
ment.  The first one w5 that of the resolution, as 1t stands, he necepted,
there will be necessita of amending the Crold Procedure Code The
Civil Procedure Code wt present provides promarily tor serviee of sume.
monses and notices through peons and nx an alternntive it preseribes
that these processes can be served by registered post S, if the words
be that serviee by registered post should be amtroduced 1 place of the
existing serviee of such summonses by peonn, the result will necessinily
be that this resolution cannot be curvied mto operation without an amend-
ment of the Code of Civil Procedure. The second reason v this: that
there are places at which it would be more convenient to serve theae
legn] processes by means of peons insteud of through registered post ; for
example, distant villuges, villuges in which there is not u satisfactory
arrangement of postal service.  The best method of service of legal pro-
cesges is that at present adopted by the Small Causes Court; there the
practice is that when u suit is filed 0 post-card % at once sent to the
defendant, and the defendant at once knows what date is fixed and the
hour of the suit, and if there is any mapwuvring in the service of sum.
mons on the defendant, the defendant, being cognisant of the date and
hour of the suit, goes 4o the court, makes inquiries, gets a capy of the
plaint, emters an appearance and files & written statement. The reasin
why Babu Satish Chandra Mukharji has introduced this resolution is
primarily to get rid of the disgust euused by the non-service ofgmtmmana
when the return made is that the summons had been actually xerved.
Some vears ago, before the recent innovation was adopted by the Caleutta
Small Causes Court, a person sitting in his house found himself at onee
u;restod on a writ of warrant without any service of summons or of the

B
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notice of execution, und the first knowledge be had of the suit was that
the bailiff came and arrested him, It was that reason that impelled the
Small Causes CBurt in Calcutta to adopt the salutary practice of first
sending a post card and then serving the writ of summons. Courts have
the authority of serving Jegal processes through registered post ; under the
Civil Procedure Code in cases in which the party who has to get legal
processes served, but thinks that it would be very expensive or it would
be very inconvenient to have the process served through a peon, the (‘ourt
has the right to order service of the process by means of registered post.
In wome cases, this practice has been followed by the Calcutta High
Court,  Unfortunately, thia practice has not been followed to that degree
to which it ought to have been by the other Cottts; and therefore | hope
that thix House will necept my nmendment in order to impress upon the
judiciary that this iv an alternative method which can be followed and
sometimes it can be done in addition ko that the defendant or other party
upon whom w notice has got to be served may get due notice of the suit o
action or motion aganst him,
.
. -

Raja RESHEE CASE LAW: The ohject of the recolution is to simpli-
fy the procedure for service of sunimonses and notices, ote,, in ejvil suits.
The present procedure of the Code of Civil Procedure for the service ot
summons, eteis Lo effect personal service wherever possible on the idegti-
fiecntion of the party who tnhes aut the process 1 service by the post-
office is to be sulstituted for the present method of service, and the identi-
fication of the postal peon be substituted for that of the parties, it will
leave u wide dooy vpen for fraud; at the same time considerable difticulties
would arise if the fact of the service be disputed. The postal peon, iv
that case, will huve to be exanined. 11 the postal pean in the meuntime
be dismissed o1 transferred to other districts, then the dificulties of the
purties may he better imagined than described, because the parties would
huve to resort to the post-office for service of pracesses upon the transferred
or dismissed peon to secure his attendance in Court to give his evidence,
and the result would be a considerable low of time 1 the adjudication
of suits even of smull value.  Even if the processes be really served, the
partien would not fail te take advantage of such uncertainty in the service.
Morsover such a syatem would give tise to many corruptigns in the postal
service. The difliculty of postal service would be the more where purdan-
ashin ludies and illiternte men nre concerned.  Tn their cases the objec-
tions would be either non-service of processes or fraud. No doubt postal
service is un easy method of fﬁrviw. and the proposal for the infroduction
of such a method of servics was wade before; hut‘nﬂermsidering the
pros and pons of such service, wwas ot adopted bathe Tegislature. 1

. therefore ubject to this reaolution. o

MEMBER in oharge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the

Hon'his Sir Abd-ur-Rahim): 1 regret that . T am unable to
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accept eithet the resolution which has been moved by Babu Satish Chand-
™ Hukharj( or the amendment proposed by Mr. Khuitan. The question
raised is one of great difficulty, every one who is familiar with the busi-
néss of the courts knows that the question of proper and eflicient
service of sulmons and other processes is  respansible for a great
dealoof litigation; qand if one could avoid all thix Mtigntion by the
simple process of posting o letter to the address of the defendunt or
the respondent, it would be a verv great boon indeed to the country.
To  find a solution of these difficulties, the High Court has framed
*elaborate rules assisted by advisory committees composed of expe-
rienced lagvers: for it .is the function  of the High Court to decide
what eules are upproprinte for, the service of processes.  Many difticult
questions of law have arisen in connection with the service of procenses
and the High Court has, fram time to time, devoted its attention to the
best way of solving the difticulties.  But I am afraid the remedy is not
so simple ax is supposed hy the mover of the resolution or by Mr. Khaitan;
Ruja Reshee Cure Law has very suceinetly and eleatly pomnted out some
of the muin difimlties it the way of adopting the sugpestions.

The courts require that, in the fisst instance, wherever practieable,
the service must be personal and every means should be exhausted by the
court o see that personal serviee cannot be effected before ordering sub-
stifted service.  One of the difficultios always experienced by Judges is
as to when aubstituted serviee should e ordered. The law does in certmn
cases contemplate service by registered post, but the courts often hesatute
a great deal for the ressons which have been expluined by Raja Reshee
Case Law in ordering such service; and 1 think the Couneil should not
take upon itself the responsibility of recommending that servies of pro-
cesses ghould ordinarily he by means of registered post.  If yvou post o
Iotter at one end, vou have stll to prove that the letter got to its destina-
tion and no end of dithculties anse there. Tt would be oy risky thing
to lay down that service of processes should ordinarily be by meana of
postal letters.  Mr. Khaitan has cited the case of the (aleuttn Court of
Small Causes and of the practice in the Original Side of the High Court ;
but the conditions of Caleutta are very different frem those in the mufas-
aal.  Here also, the court requires that service should be personal as far
as possible. T Alnk therefore that the matter cannot be dealt with in a
summary way by a resolution of thix Council and 1 would strongly advise
the Council not to accept the resolutions

Babu SATISH CHANDRA MUKHARJL; The remarka made by the
Hon'ble Sir Abd-ur-Bahim show that ¥he Tatter in not s simple as it
appears to me, bt 165 difficulty o %n ad@ional ground, it seemms to me,
that the experiment <hould he mggde. Mr. Khaitan has auggested ar
amendment and it seem« to me th#f no great harm would he done in
accepting bis suggestion. The amendment chows that it is an  alter-
mﬁi‘e measure whickmight be adopted at the diu'rﬂio.n of the court. 1
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will illustrate my point by an example.  1n a case, there might be sever-
of defendunts some of whom might be residing in distant places. In such
4 cuve, the practice is to issue s summons to those places, perhaps two or
three hundred miles away and the summons is served by peuns who are
sont 1o these plaees, 1t sometimes happens that they dé not aerve the
summons.  So if Mr. Khaiten's amendment be agcepted, much diffi-
enlty will be uvoided und the courts will be the best judges in the matter.
The men on the spot will exercise thew disceetion, | think thereiore
that my resolution, us wmended by Mr. Khuitan, if adopted by the Council,
will reduce the cost of litigation and embarrassment to  the litigant *
sublic apnd also shorten htigation.

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Do vou then accept the amendment
sropesed by Mr. Khaitan?

Babu BATISH CHANDRA MUKHARJI: 1es.

The motion, us wmended by Baubu Debi Prasad Khaitan, was then put
and loat,

Withdrawal of resolution.
The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: | understund that Mr. Bijoy  Proaad

Ringh Roy has withadiawn the dollowing mation : -

CThis Connetl vecommends to the Government that in filling  up
racunetes among the sergeant< i the Caloutta Police, Endians of respect-
ahle porentage. good charaeter and educition be henceforth appointed,
W the pumber of - Todins be 50 per cent of the total  strength of
sergennta in the Calenttn Police.””

Recruitment to Subordinate Judicial Service,
Mr. HUBEYN SHAHEED SUHRAWARDY: ' Thi« Counril recom-

ments o the iovernment that u representative commttee be appointed to
irame 1ales under section 7¢2 of the Bengal, Agraoand  Assam  Civil
Fourts Aet, ISST (XT1 of 1887, for recomtment to the subordinate judi-
vinl wervice so us to seenre adequate vepresentation for all  impgrtant
rommunities,”’ .

1 feel no hestation in moving this resolution though | nms: confess
tread on dangerous ground, but with a certain  degree of sympathy
from my Hindu brethren, o certain amount  of generosity, a certain
smount of pustice tempered with merey, 1 think that the task%of all will
b considerably lightened.  Tmake no bones of the matter that thia reso-
Intion hat heen iuspired by the shocking dinpurity which was revealed by
- & question naked in this Council by Mr, Syed Frfan Ali on the 6th April,
1921, in the number of Hindu munsifs and munsite of sther communi-
ies.  The number, ax far us | remember, was 293 as against 14, 6 of

wbom are officiating.  This dispurity is so~great that it cannot be
. 4
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explained by the brilliant attainments of Hindu vakils or by their pre-
ponderating numbers in the profession, or even by the fact that their
forbears were previously in the judicial service, or theiv sponsors were
wen of rank and eminence. Intrinsically, there must be  somothing
wrong in the’way these appointments hiave been mude. They appear to
a large extent to hyve been guided by uccidents and not by rule  Surely
there is no member here, except one fanutically inclined, who will sy
that the number represents a just proportion, or that no  effurt  ~xhould
be made s0 as to secure conditions ax may muke for better justice, and a
more reasonable rule in the matter of appointments.  Under sub-section
1 of the Act, it is the High Court that dominates und the Gaovernmer t
is compelled to appoint zhnsc- whom the High Court has  nominuted,
Under section 2, it is open to the Government, in consulfation with the
High Court. to frame rulesdor appointment, if it desires to do so and my
request is that rules be <o framed as to make for  better communal
representation.  The Committee of the High Court, T understand,
vonsists of one judge, who, emment though ke 14, cunnot  poscably o
justice betweengommuaities if the primeiple iteelf is wanting. 1 am
merely asking that the rules be <o framed as to make for betier com-
munal representation.  Prawn as the incumbents will be from the sme
runks as heretofore, the cause of justice will not sufter, and if we acknow-
ledge that in the matéer of appomtments, purest qustice of the whatinet
type is never effected, I wee no reason why attention should not be paid
ta the climant needs of other communities for the perguisites of State
apporntments. Government has pursued o poliy to o darge extent of
appointing men of both the communities in w certuin proportion, and one
sees no reason why in this department ax well, the cause of justice not
bemng impaired, the same attention <should not be | paid o communal
interests.  For waon, | oput 1t to the members, that the figures elearly
reveal an unjust state of things and must be rectified at the earbiest pos-
aible opportunity, so that ull commumties may participate, where they
desire to do so, and where they have shown themselves worthy of it, in
the administrution of the countyy, even o the judicwd depurtment. T ean
assure the members that it does not please me to press forward Muham-
madan claims. I would far ruther that Hinde members reahsing the
Justice of our claims supported it with  better grce; 1 can  aswure
them ®that, desiring ax 1 do  te, consider all an Indiane, 1 do
not wish to accentuate the differences which  muakes them members of
different communities. But  we cannot if(lum- the  hard furts of
exinh-m-:‘; Public services form for the present and will form for
some time to come  the sole avenue for. a lurge section of the edy-
cated community, and give fine to certain advantsges of cogapetency,
leisure and means, which ne community can ignore, hawever exalted its
patriotism. For let us lay down ar an unassailuble propasition that the
nation can only rise out of mutual forbearance betwaen the two communi.
ties, which is only possible when both are equally strong, self-reapecting
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and mutually respecting, which is only possible when both- participate
equally in the administration of the country; and to my mind, a time
will come and will come soon, if you do not push back other and
wenker communitigs, when there will be no need for this iusist-
ence and ail' eommunities will march side by side, equally strong,
equally efficient, towards u stronger and a united India. 1 would
therefore request my  Hindu brethren, if they grant the Muham-
madans  certain rights commensurate  with their ability, with” their
importance, with their needs, consonant  with justice and equity,
to support this request which will give to other communities what is their
due, and which, wpder the existing arbitrare sygtem of choice, they can-
not secure, [ would request the Government too to necept this resolution
which attempts to move a just grievance, which Government itself has
recognisnd in the departments which are directly under its control.

The Hon'ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: [ can ut once say on behalf of the
Government that we have evers sympathy with the object underdving
this resolution.  (tovernment have attempted, wherever possible, to give
effect to the principle that tie important commumties of this proviuce
should be adequately represented in the pubhic <ervices; hitherto, no
doubt, the position of Mubummadans in the public xervices of Bengal,
generally, hus not been adequate having vegard to their number.  But, at
the sume time, it has 1o be recogmised that in the matter of education,
until Jately, they have been backward and that < one  mrportant
reason why they do not occupy the wame position in the public services
ax their Hindu brethren 8o far s this particular resolution is concerned,
while the Government has every sympathy with its ohject, it must he
made elenr, as the mover of the resolution has himself admitted, that the
Government only mtkes apporntment of persons who are selected or
nominated by the High Court. The High Court s & matter of this
nature is the bext judge ax to the quabfications required for these appoint-
ments.  The figures which have been cited by the mover are extremely
deplorable, but at the same time, it must be remembered that the number
of Mubammadan qualified candidates for appointment in the judicial
wervice has  been  limited and, w0 far as I can recollect, only @
small proportion of these candidates  were rejected. There are 14
Mubammadans, 1 believe, now in fbe judicial service, or something like
that number, but within the last"three or four years, I believe, almost
all the eligible Muhammadan candidates except two. or three were
accepted by the High Court.  The question however, has been brought
wore than once to the notice of the High Court and the (jovernment
is inclined to hope that the High Court will, in making selections for
appointmént to this service, give every comaideration to the need for

* better representation of the Mubammadan community in that service.

With regard to specific suggestion for the appointment of a com-
mittee T may tell the mover that the selection does not lie with one
Judge only but that the Selection Committee of the High Court is
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composed, I think, of three learned Judges who muke the seleotions and
their selections, 1 believe, are scrutinised by five Judges. The names
are then sent to the Government for appointment. The question of
appointing & representative committee not perhaps in the sense intended
by the mover but a committer in which, for instance, the Har might be
progerly represented, was conridered, but it was held that it would not be
desirable to introduce outside element into a committee of thix nature.
That is the position. At the same time, I ought to say, on hehalf of
the GGovernment, that we are conscious of the fact that in the judicial
service the Muhammadan element is very meagre and whenever properly
qualified condidates ure forthcoming  that element ogght to be nwde
atronger. ¢ * B

As regards the rules, I nuy tell the Council that new  rules are at
present bemg  frumed in eonsultation  with the High Court and the
point under discussion has also heen tuken into consideration; but there
are difficulties, as T have said. in framing the rules in the manner sug-
gested by the mover. | am therefore unable to aceept the specific sug-
gestion made ingthe resolution, bat 1 can assute the flonswe once agmun
that the Government has every svmpathy with the object of this resolu.
tion and will try its hest to meet the wishes of the mover

Mr. HUSEYN SHAHEED SUHRAWARDY: May T usk the Hou'ble
Mmber if he has received any assurance from the High Conrt that the
claims of the Mubammadans will bhe conmidered in mnking future
appointments ¥

The Hon'ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: Tle High Court 18 prepared to say
thut whenever smtable Mulammadun  candidates wre avwalable thar
claims will be duly conadered

Mr. HUSEYN SHAHEED SUHRAWARDY: That scurcely
satisfies me, because the High Court will not sax that it has turned
away any auitable Muhammadan candidates. Ta my knowledge, Sir,
Mubammadan  candidutes ot 0 certain degree of auitability  and
eminence, such candidates s who has passed the B.1.. examingtion in
the firat division, have been turned nway and preference given to Hindu
candidates who had passed in the secand division. T do acknowledge,
howeve? that the condition of the Mabammadans as far an education
is concerned has been deplorable, but surely the figures 293 against
14, are not a true index of the degree of deplorability. 1 do not
acknowledge that Mubammadans are so  very inferior to  therr
Hindu brethren an to be represented by 203 againat 14. 1 do not acknow.
ledge nguin that the High Court is the best  judge for the spurjonse,
The Hon’ble Member has anid thut the committee in composed of five
Judges, but it is an open secret, known to every candidate who has
sought an  appointment in the judicial service, that it is only one
Judge who makes these apjointments, and the committee of three or

]
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five Judges making the selections is a mere farce. If there was a
committee of the whole High Court, as there is in Madrms, to make
the seloctions, that would no doubt have been satisfactory. But as condi-
tions stand ut present, 1 press this resolution, because 1 want the hall-
mark of this Council to the effect that communal representation be
given adequate consideration in the rules that are being frumed. The
Hou'ble Meniber has suid that rules are being framed and that communal.
representation forms a cortnin item of it, but theie are d.fliculties; and
I want the hull-mark of this Council that we are anxiously desirous that
communnl representation be given adequate  consideration. 1 am*
therefore unuble fo withdraw the resolution.

The motion was then put and earried

Assistant Secretary, Judicial Dapartment.
Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: ** T1:is Council recommends

to the Government that the Assistunt Secretary, Judicial Department,
be reernited from the rank of the Bengal Craii Service (Judicial)."*

The rexolution only  asks for a small merey and  demands only a
Inre st of justice which has been denied to the members of un impor-
tunt branch of the Bengal Civit Serviee, ez, the Judicial,

It may be in the recollection of this Honse that lust yvear owing 1o
*the inerease of work due to the Reform Sehene and the need of free-
ing the Secretmry from having to do purely soutine work ™' the post
of an Asastant Keeretary e the Judiewd Department was ereated and
that an undergradunte Deputy Magistrate wus appomnted to the post i
preference to some well-qualibed  candidates from the Judicial branch
of the service,  The names of these candidates were- - -

The Hon'ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: | riwe to a point of arder.  Are

we considering the mertts of the candidutes ¥

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: 1 am referring to the
other cundidutes only to pmnt out that well-qualified members of the
Judicial service also apphied for the post so thut no such reply mig.t
be given  hereafter that there were no candidates from the judicial
wervice,

The namesx  of the other candidates  with the statement of their
qualifications, as given by the Government, are Babu Ananga Mohon
Lahiri, r.1.8., o senior munsif, Babu Madhu Sudan Roy, ».1., a munaif
with excellent record as a settlement officer, and Babu - Asutosh
Mitra, M.a., w1, another munsif.  Under such circumstances there were,
as it wag  nutural, adverse  comments in the preas and even somee
moderate papers very unfavournbly criticised the appointment. The
Council was also not slow to mqum why such was the case and Bir
Asutosh Chaudhuri poirtedly asked in last August why, in spite of
the fact that there were already three Assistant Secretaries from the

v L ]
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members of the executive service and nune from the ranks of the
judicial service, a deputy magistrate was appointed as Assistand Secre-
tary in the Judicial Department. The Hon'ble Member in  charge
was plensed to reply that ‘“‘a deputv magistrate has been appointed
as the post fequires administrative experience of a character  which
a member of the executive service has  opportunities of acquiring.”
. Now, Sir, this is a reply which can justly be resented by all the members
of the Provincial Judicial Service. It ina reply which brands them nfer.
ior as a class and roundly declares them unfit for Secretariat work. It
is a reply which ignores that it s they who adnnnister the whole vivil
administrgtion in subdivisions and sometimes on promotion even i dis-
tricts. It is a reply which, to sy the Jeadt of 1, robs Peter to pay
Paul.

But there are other cgnsiderntions too- consmiderations to which 1
have referred iefore and which ought to weivh with those who will
attempt to understand the full sigmticance of such a resolubon - the
full mensure of the inequity of the present actangement  Sir, thers
are now four Agsistunt Secretaries to the Government  all «wlected from
the members of the Provincial Executive Service und none from the vunks
of the judicinl service.  ** Adminidtiative expenience of u character, ote.”’
are no doubt convenient phrases which can make up for want of Univer-
sy certificates, andel do not deny thewr utility, but  certainly eatceh-
pliruses should not ereate close-preserves nor shibbaleths w monopaly.

Lastly, I should request all to consider of judicinl expencence and
service con be considered as o disqualification for Seeretart work in
the Judicial Department.  Whatever else may be the dutics of the
Secretary or the Assistant Secretary of this  Department,  certainly
experience of judicial work and knowledge of the sequirements of that
servies cannot be an wnnecessary qualification On the contrny, only
a member of the judicial service can be well-equipped and well-fitted
for the post. If not, and of u member of the Provineml Judicial Service
in unfit to discharge even the ' routine work ' of the Secretary of
that depurtment why, considering the better opportunities to acquire
administrative experience, should not o Ihstrct Mugustrate  be
appointed to the post of the Secretarv of the Judwwl Depurtment and
one who has served as o Distriet Judge and performed judicial duties
shoul® be appointed instend? But probably 1 forget that there is the
hall-mark of the Indian Civil Service,

Now to sum up, my arguments are: in the first place, why should’
not ongepost of Assistant Secretary out of the four, now manned by
officers of the executive branch, be thrown open to the members of the
Provincial Judicial Service* Next, whether the post of the Assistant
Secretary of the Judiciagl Department is not a post which the members
of the judicial service ean justly claim? And thirdly, whether service
in the indicial line can at all be a disqualification for the post?

With these few words, Sir, I beg to move my resolution.
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five Judgex making the selections i a mere farce. If there was a
committee of the whole Higll Court, as thers i« in Madras, to make
the selections, that would no doubt have been satisfactory. But as condi-
tions stand at present, | press this resolution, hecause 1 want the hall-
murk of this Council to the effect that commnunal representation be
given udequate considerntion in the rules that are being framed. [The
Hon'ble Member hax said thut rules are being framed and that communal.
representation forms a certain item of it, but there are d.fliculties; and
I want the iwll-wark of this Council that we are anxiously desirous that
communal representation  be given  adequate  consideration. I am
therefore unable {0 withdruw the resolution.

The motion was then put and earried

Assistant Secretary, Judicial ‘Dapartment.
Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI!: ' This Council recommends

to the Government that the Assistant Secretary, Judicial Department,
be recruited from the rank o of the Bengal Civit Serfice (Judicial).”

The resolution only  asks for a small merey and demands only a
bare aet of justice which hus been denied to the members of an impor-
tant branch of the Bengal Cival Service, iz, the Judicial.

It may be in the recollection of this House that fust vewr owing: to
“the crease of work due 0 the Refonm Sehense and the need of free-
ing the Secretury from having 1o do purely toutine work ™ the post
of an Asastant Seeretary s the Judieis]l Department was created and
that an undergraduate Deputy Magistrate was appointed to the post in
preference to swome well-qualibied candidates froan the Judiem] brauch
of the sevviee  The names of these canduldutes were..

The Hon'ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: | rise to o pennt of order.  Are

we consulering the merits of the candidates ¥

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I am 1eferring to the
other candidates only to pomt out that well.quahiied members of the
Judicial service also applied for the post so thut no sueh reply mig'.t
be given  hereafter that there were vo  candidates from the judicial
wrvice.

The names of the other candidates  with he statement o} their
qualifications, as given by the Government, are Babu Ananga Mohon
Lahiri, 1.0, o senior munsif, Bubu Madhu Sudan Roy, ».L., a munsif
with excellent record as a  settlement officer, and Babw. Asutosh
Mitrn, M.A., n.1., another munsif.  Under such circumstances there were.
as it wag natural, adverse comments in the press and even some
moderate papers very unfavournhly criticised the appointment. The
Council was also not slow to inquire why such was the case and Sir
Asutosh Chaudhuri pointedly asked in last August why, in spite of
the fact that thufc were already three Aasgistant Secretaries from the

L4
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members of the executive service and nune from the ranks of the
judicial service, a deputy magistrate was appointed as Assistant Secre-
tary in the Judicial Department. The Hon'ble Member in  charge
was picased to reply that “‘a deputv magistrote has been appointed
as the post fequires administrutive experience of u charneter  which
a member of the gxecutive service has  opportunities of acquiring.”
Now, Sir, this is a reply which can justly be resented by all the membes
of the Provincial Judicial Service. It ix a reply which brands them infer-
ior as a class and roundly declares them unfit for Secretariat work. It
is a reply which iguores that it is they who adnunister the whole eivil
administrytion in subdivisions and sometimes on promotion even i dis
tricta. Tt is u reply which, to say the least of it, robs Peter to pay
Paul.

But there are other cguuiderntions too- consmiderntions to wiieh 1
have referred iefore and which ought to weinh with those who waill
attempt to understund the full significance of such a resolution- the
full mensme of the inequity of the present acrangement. Sir, there
ATe NOW f()lgr Agistant Secretaries {o the Government  all selected from
the members of the Provindial Executive Service amd none from the ranks
of the judicinl service  ** Administiative expertence of u character, ete.”
are no doubt convenient phriases which cun make up for want of Univer-
sty certificates, andel do not deny their utility, but  certamnly catehe
plirases should not create close-preserves nor shibboleths o monopoly .

Lastly, I should request all to consider if judicm] exjwerience and
service can be considered as a disqualification for Secretanmt work in
the Judicial Department. Whatever clse may be the duties of the
Secretary or the Asustant Seeretary of thic Department,  certainly
expertience of judicind work and knowledge of the sequirements of that
K('r\i("‘ cannot l"' AU U essary (!"u.“ﬁ"ﬂ'l”lL On ‘lll‘ l'l"l'lill\, ll"lv
a member of the judicinl service cun be wellequipped and well-fitted
for the post.  H not, and if & member of the Provineml Judicial Service
is unfit to discharge even the ' routine work ' of the Seerctary of
that department why, considering the better opportunities to acquire
administrative expenience, should not  a  Ihstrdet  Muyrnstrute  be
appointed to the post of the Secretary of the Judiew! Depurtment and
one who has served as o Thetrict Judge and performed judicial duties
should® be appointed instead ¥ But probably I forget that there is the
hall-mark of the Indian Civil Nervice.

Now to sum up, my arguments are: in the first place, why should’
not oueepost of Assistant Secretary out of the four, now manned by
officers of the cxecutive branch. be thrown open to the members of the
Provincial Judicial Service* Next, whether the post of the Assisiant
Secretary of the Judicial Department is not a post which the members
of the judicial service can juatly claim? And thirdly, whether service
in the judicial line can at all be a disqualification for the post?

With these few words, Sir, 1 beg to move my resolution.
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Rsi MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: 1 beg to support
the resolution of my friend. In connection- with the appointment of
the Assistant Secretary, Judicial Department, the claims of the mem-
bers of the Judicial Service ought not to be neglected. It cannot be
said that the pepsons who are in the judicial service are hot in a posi-
tion to manage the Secretariat work. If we go a lijtle beyond, and if
we discusn the question at length, we will notice that those who are
in the executive service did receive their training in the Secretariat
before they were gonsidered to have any knowledge of Secretariat work.
If they are in thé mufassul. they are not in a better position to under-
stand how the work goes ou in the Seccretarint.  Consequently, the
sume urgument applies with regard to the members of the judicia!
service. 1t iw therefore o complaint on the part of the members of the
judicial sevvice that therr cluims ought 1o de considered by Govern-
ment. Now those officers who have been appointed  Assistant Secre-
tarien were recruited from the sume cluss of the educated people of th-
country, and consequently you ought not to make o distinction hetween
them and without further trespnssing upon the time of the Couneil, mv
submission is that the merits of the resolution ought to be considered

Babu KISHOR! MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I heartily support this
resolution.  In faet, when T put the question towhich my friend hus
just referred, T then hoped that the matter would attract the attere
tion of the Hon'ble Sir Ahd-ur-Rahim and justice would be done to the
depintment It is practically a question of communal vepresentation.
A particular serviee i suffering— out of the four appointments none is
held by the Judicia] Braneh of the service.  Tois only rensonable that
that werviee shonld get at least o reasonable proportion of the appoint-
ments in the Seeretarint. F hope that the matter will receive adequate
conniderntbion at the hands of Government.

The Hon'ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: T am afraid there is & great
dea] of miseonesption ps regards this question One who does not know
the Secreturint arsangements is apt 1o full into 1 mistake as the mover
of the resolution and Bai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur gnd Babu
Kivhori Mohan Chaudhuri have fallen T s mistake to think that this
post 1x intended merely as that of an Asdistant (o the Tudicial Secretary,
That is not the case. 1 wish to muke it clear to the House that apart
Yfrom the designation of the post, the Assistunt  Judicial Secretary
haa to work in the General Department: he has to deal with cases
not only of the Judicial Department but alao of the  Appointment,
Police and (wfpliﬁral Departments, and ar o matter of fact, T can
nasure the Houae that the Asdistant Judicial Speretarv’s time is mere
ofcupied in the work of the General Department—Political and Police
—than in the Judicin]l TDepartment. It is the name that in rather
misleading. The officer’'s dutiea are of a general character. They
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are not confined to the Judicial Depurtiment at all. When the appoint-
ment was created, I myself thought that it was an oppointment which
ought to be entirely for the Judicial Department, and when it was found
that there was not enough work for an Assistunt Seeretary in this Depart-
ment, but tha an Assistant Secretary was required in erder to deal with
cases not only of the Judicial Depurtment but also of the Political and
Police Depurtmtent®, it was for that purpose that this post was crented
and not solely for the Judicial Departuient.  Then, so far us the officer’s
work in the Judicial Department is concerned, the House mav take it
from me that it is not of a judicial churacter at all: it # purels adminiy-
trative work for which no indicl gqualificntions are required. 1 do not
suggest £dr one moment than an officer performing judicial duties is
disqualified by that  fact from  holding the appointment, and 1 do
not even  suggest  that h(; will not as creditably hold  the post, as n
member of the exeeutive  service, but the fact remains that the duties
pertoining  to  this appointment are  in no sense of 4 judicial charne-
ter, but  purely administiative.  In the caxe of o munsif he will
not bring to hgar upgn  the office any particulur  experience which
will have a special value 10 the wark of this depnrtment, and besides,
as T have said, althongh the destrnation of the office 15 that of Assist.
ant Secretary in the Judicial Deportment, he i« ax much an officer of
the Appointment Depgrtment ns of the Judicial Department.  Then, if
Rai Harendranath Chandburi had read the whole of my reply, he wonld
have found that it was not the intention of Government to debur the
indicial service from the appoinfment--it is open to the judicial serviee
as well as to the exeentive service, and fu fact to ontsiders ax well,  Of
course, T am not disenssing the question of selection - that s not hefore
the Hounse, all that T sav i that the judicial serviee is not debarred
from an appointment of thiv kind. T ulso pointed out in that very
reply that in the case of munsifa it would hardlv be an advintage either
to the gentlemen themselves or to the Seeretariat. Tt is no gond hav-
ing & man as Assistant Seeretary only for a short time. He hus to
acquire experience and his uxefulness inereases with  experience, and
therefore it is desirable, in the cnse of an appointrgent of this nature,
that the incumbent of the oftice should be able to spend a fair and aub-
stantial portion of hix service in the Secretariat.  [f vou take a man
awhy fom judicial work, sav a munsif, whose whole-time s devoted
to trving cnses, you put him in the Secretariat where he han  to do
administrative work pure and simple, not only in the Judicial Depart.
ment but glao in the other departmenta: he will have nothing to do with
the irying of cases and his knowledge of the law will «eldom he utilised
or revived during the term of hix office.  Supponifg he «pendp 4, 5 or
7 vears in the Secretariat, will it he a gain to the judicﬁarvim when
he “reverts to that slvice? To take awav a man from judicial
work and to put him of altogether different work and then to send
him back to the judicial work will not be doing a good service to the
.
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judicial service or to the individusl: on the other hand, it will he doing
both & very poor service indeed. So fur as the officer himself is con-
cerned, he cannot be expected to stay very long in the Secretariat.
The Subordinate Judges go up to Rs. 1,200 by incremental promotion,
and therefore it would not be worth  while for any  memsif to  stay
in the Secretarfil for any length of time where he eannot expect to
get more than s, GO0 fo 800, So the result will be that after fome
time the munsif will have to go back as a Sub-Judge, and as such he
will be vested with unlimited jurisdiction to try all kinds of cases.
Would that be tight? 1 myself was ot first very much inclined to
appoint a munsif, but taking all these matters into convideratiou, I came
to the conclusion that it would be hetier to take 2 man “from  the
executive service,

1t has been again said that this is a grave injustice to the judicial
service.  How can there be any injustice to the judicial serviee?
the mover knew the present conditions of the judicial service he would
have known that there are conaiderahble prospects in the service itself
and T do not wee how by not appointing a man from thpt service to the
Secrefariat i would bhe doing hurm to the Service. T therefore cunnot
accept the resolution,

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: The reply that las heen
grven by the Hon'ble Member in charge is not at all convincing. e
nays that the Assistant Secretary of the Judicial Department has got
to work in the General Department: - well, that may be the case but he
has got 1o perform the ** routine work ™ of the Judicial Secretary also.
Aund evenaf what the How'ble Member says that the post of the Asxarer
ant Seeretary of the Judicial Department i< a misnomer and  if  the
Awsistant Secretary has got to work in the Gieneral Department also,
i that an answer why o well-qualfied munsif cannot be appointed to
the post?  The Hon'ble Member has sad that he does not mean that
the members of the judicil service are unfit, but what else the refusal
to throw open even one such post to them can mean except a denial
of their eapueity nlnﬂ fitness, 1 fuil to understand ¥

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: The question is not thut seme of the
Aasistant Secretavies should be recruited from the judicial service, hut
vour resolution wants that the Assistunt Seeretary, Judi(-ial'])«‘[;lrt-
ment  should be reermited from the judicial service. N

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: My point s’ thet 1 refer
to_the fact only as an argument to strengthen my  case. “hen  the
Hon'ble Member has said that it will not he worth while to ippm‘_b
wan from the judicial service becavse in time he will have to revert {o
his, ariginal Jine and the administiation of in-tioe may suffer 1n his
hand. » . -

Now such an anawer is either pointleas or ean be given prohably
because nobody cares nowadays for the purity of the administration
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of criminal justice. For if administration of civil justice can suffer at
“the hands of a member of a judicial service because of hiz work in the
Secretariat for a certain period then the administration of eriminal
justice may likewise suffer in the hands of a Deputy Magistrate who
after his work in the Secretariat reverts to his original line.

o The Hon'ble, Member has further observed that it ix not the inten-
tion to debar the member< of the jndicial service from appointment to
cuch posts But if facts have anvthing to Jdo with  intention, they
certumly prove the conttary And  to the argument of the Hou'bi
Member that no grave injustice has heeu done to the judion] senvice, all
that cay be saul in rcuvh s that certionly it e the purest justice not to
give even one of the fowmr posts ot Asastant Secretany to the membeis
of that <eryvice and ill up il the tonr appomtments by Deputy Magrise

trates. .

On the motion bemng put. a divicion was tiher with the following
resnlt: -

AYES.
Banarjss, Ral Bahadur Abinas Chandra Moitra, Dr. Jatindra Naih
Shattachar)l, Babu Hem Chandra. Mukharji, Babu Satish Chandra.
Chaudhur}, Babu Kishorl Mohan. Nasker, Ham Chandr
Chaudhurl, Ral Harandransth. Ray, Xumar Shib Shekharsswar
Das, Babu Bhismadev. Ray Chaudhury, Raja Manmatha Math,
“Chesa, Ral Bahadur Jon‘cu Chunder. Rey, Raja Manilail Singh.
Mitra, Ral Bahadur Mah a a.
NOES.

Ahmed, Khan Bahadur, Maulvl Emadud4in. Huq, Maulvi Ehramul,
Ahmed, Xhan Bahadur, M w. d H n, Maulvl d Madassur.
Ahmed, Maulyl Yakuinuddin. Karim, Mauivl Fariul,
Sanerjaa, the Han'bis Sir Surandra Nath. Kerr, the Hon'ble Mr. 4. H.
Stas, Mr, E. E. Khan, Maulvl Md. Rafique UddIn.
Chaudhuri, the Non'bla the Nawab Salyld Khan, Mr, Razaur Rahman.

Nawad All, Khan Bahadur. Lang, Mr. 4.
Oas, Mr. 8. R. Mitter, the Nan'bie Mr. P. C.
Delisie, Mr. 4. A, Nahey, Mirza Muhammad All.
Duval, Mr. K. P. Pugh, Colans! A. 4.
French, Mr. F. C. Rahim, ths Hen'bie Sir Abd ur.
Forrester, Mr. J. Campbel. Ray, Maharaja Bahadur Kshauniah Chandra.
Coode, Mr. 8. W. Spry, Mr. H. E.
Hophyns, Mr. W. 8. Swan, Mr. J. A. L.
Huntinglerd, Mr. 0. T. Waish, Mr. C. P.

The Aves being 13 and the Noew 29, the motion was lost

Adjournment,

The Council wa- then adjourned 611 3 p M on Tharedar, the 23rt
February. 1922, at the Town Hall. Caleutta.
12
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Proosedings of the Bengal Legisiative Council assembled umier the
provisions of the Covernment of India Act.

Tur Council met in the Council Chamber in thé Town Hal‘l. Calcutta,
on Thursday, the 23rd February, 1922, at 3 p.u.

Present :

The Deputy-President in the Chair. three Hon'ble Members of the
Fxecutive Council (the Hon'hle the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of
Burdwan being aheent). the Hon'ble the three Ministers, and £1 nomi-
pated and elected members.

Unstarred Questions
(answers to which were lald on the table).

* Khadder.""
183. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI: (1) [« the Hon'ble

the Member in charge of the Department of Commeree aware that a
new variety of cotton fabric known as  khaddar has come  into the
Caleutta market

it I wa, can the Hon'hle the Member stute whether the said fabne
1= the produet of indigenous mduary ¥

(o) Teat a faet that a large quantity of khaddar < ampoted  from
abroad, but 14 sold ax having been made 1 Indha ¥

(D 1 the answer to () 1 the affirmative, ave the Goternment
constdermyr the desimbihity of putting o <top to this malpraetice and
fraud ¥

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the
Hon'ble Mr. J. H. Kerr): (2} Yes

(b Tt s believed to be

() and () Govermnent have no nformation on the subject but anv
apecific complamts of - malpractice or fraud will be mvestigated by
the proper nuthorities, A

Homestoad and agriouttural lands.
184. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDNURI: Will the Hon'ble

the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenye)
he pleased to state what proportion homestead lands bear to agricul-
tural lands in the rural aren of each of those districts in which survey
and settlement operations have heen finished ® .
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MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE JLAND
REVENUE) (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan)!
A statement ix laid on the table showing the percentage of homestead
lands to agricultural area in each of those districts in which survey and
spttlement operations have been finished. No separate figures for
* rural '.’ and ‘‘ urban '’ areas ure available.

L]

Statement raferred Lo in the reply to wnstaryred question No, A4

[ Peroentaye ol

Name of district, Axrh"l:‘l":r‘n‘l are Ii‘(;-::?d "ﬂ:’.:.’..’:i‘ff
. . AT

.
" [H
Pabargany 1 A53.537R HLNTrEY f12
Farsdpur H R DOUERD T
. . ‘
[1aeca 1404 Ri Ry IS
Mamenmngh 2HB0N 0 f L4090 HIEL
Tippre RIS 6N KT b uN
Iimmm. . PoaAns g 3 h

Noandih HEE IR 424 033
Hoipmgun 684 THT 22414 327
Midnap o IRUC IR 64 13K 3

increase in fares on Baraset-Basirhat Light Railway.

185. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (o) Will the Hou'hle
the  Minister i charge  of  the Department of  Pubhe Works he
pleased to state whether any represeutation has been received from the
daily passeugers in the Barnset and Basiahat Light Ralway from the
villages of Rajmhnt. Langolpoti, eteo s the distiict of the 24-Parganas
setting Jortly certamn grevances with regard to the merease 1 fares of
mauthly tickets ¥

() 1f «n, what steps, if any, have heen taken or are heing taken
with reference to the representation ®

() In it aYact that the fares per mile charged on the third  and
inter clans single tickets by the «aid Light Railway are in compagison
much higher than those of other Railwaya?

(d) Is the Hon'ble the Minister aware that the capital cost of the
Baraset and Basirhat Light Ruilway ia much less than those of the
other railways ? )

.
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MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKs
(the Mon'ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawsh Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur):

(a) Yes. »

(b) The statements contained in  the representation have heey
inquired into, and the subject is under conaideratien.

() The maxima inter and third class fares on the Barase{-Banirhat
Light Railway are not higher than those on other Light Railways
Rengal.

() Of the eight Light Railwavs in Bengal, the capital cost per

mile of four is highet. and of three is lower. than that of the Barkset.
Basirhat Light Railway.

- .

The member as muted ta pefer to (hq Administiation Report  for
the vear 13020 entitled  Rardwars n Indin” published  hy  the
Supenintendent of Government Printing. i which he will find much uee-
ful information relating to the Light Ratdways in Bengal.

. T
Supply of longer trousers to Moslem prisoners,

186. SHAHW SYED EMDADUL HAQ: /v Will the Hon'he the
Member i charge of the Department of Revenue (Tnlay he pleased to
klate whether longer trousers have been given 1o the  Mubanmmadar
prsoner~ moaceordanee with the Government order Noo G516 R T | af
the Q0th July, 1921¢

(hy 1f the answer to ta o< m the athimative, will the Hon'ble the
Member he pleased to state from what date <teh tronses< have heen
aupplied ? -~

Cer M they e not et bheen «apphied. will the Hon'ble the Memher
he pleased o state when they e Dkely to he capphied ©

tey 1o the Houw'ble the Member aware that notices of resolutione

tecammending the prvidege wan given by me during July and Augusi
laut ¥ .

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS:
(the Hon'ble 8ir Abd-ur-Rahim): (4) and (v Yes. they have been

supplied to prisoners wmall the ls exeept those ot }\huln.u .uul Bogra
which will get the supply very shartiy,

(M Thev hine been sapphed o the jails on vanioua dates, beginning
from the &h August, 1921,

() Yes.

Bath-room of Munsif's quarters at Patuakhali,

187. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM: () Wil the Hon'hle the Miniater
m rcharge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to state whether
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s & fact that each bath-room of the Munsif's quarters ut  Patua-
khah iu the district of Bakarganj cost Rs. Lo

() Will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a
~tatement showing the estimates and dumensions and the quantity of
mn(eriul;t used for the :‘llllﬁ(ﬂll‘h()ll of these bath-rooms?>

The Horn’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB AL) CHAUDHURY],
Khan Bahadur: (o) No.  The bath-toom tor each of the tour 1esidences
iy Rs. 174,

(0 Copies of the sanctioned estimates and pluns of each of the bath-
sootis ate laideon the Libruey table  These contum the mtormution
asked for? The difference between the cost ot the bath-toom as stated
i () nbove uud the cost of the work as carned out s accounted for
by the varviug length of the draims and of the sereen walls provided
i each residence in addition to the bath-room.

8trengthening the.cadre of Bengal Judicial Service.
188, Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM: (o) Will the Hon'ble the Member

e charge of the Judicwd Depurtment be pleased to state whether the
cadre of the Bengal Civil §ervice (ludicialy will be strengthened betore
the expiry of the current tinancl yeur by the addition of three Subor-
dinute Judges und twenty Munsifs for whom express provision was made
i the current budget?
(hy I the answer to (o) 1< 1 the negntive, will  the Hon'ble  the
Member be pleased to state the resson therefor ¥
ver Wil the sanction of the Secretary of State for Indin 1 Couneil
be necessary tor thic strengthening of the cudre ¥
(dy M so. will the Honble the Member be pleased to state the section
uf the Government of India Act which requires wuch sanction ¥
ter Will the Hon'ble the Member he plensed 1o state -
¢r1 the date of the letter in which the sunction of the Government
of Indin to the proposed addition to the cadre was first sought
und the dute of the reply of the Government of India
thereto:; and
(1Y hod® many letters pussed between the Government of Indin and
the Government of Bengul on this subject since the vote of
the Bengal Council in March lnat?

MEMBER in oharge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Herv'ble
8ir Abd-ur-Rahim): (a) No. .

(11 The question ix still under discussion between this Government,
the GGovernment of India and the High Court.

() No.

(1 The question does not arise.

tedp (1) and (is) No.
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MINISTER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS
(the Hon'ble the Nawsb Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur):

(1) Yes. i

(hy The statements contuined in the representation have been
mquired into, and the subject is under consideratien.

(1) The maxima inter and third clase farea on the Barase{-Basirhat
Faght Railway are  not higher than those on other Light Railways
Bengal.

(i OF the eight Light Railwavs in Bengal. the capital cost per
mile of four i« higher. and of three is lower, than that of the Barbser.
Banirhat Light Ratlway, R .

The member s anvited to reler to ﬂu' Administration Report  for
the vewr 191920 entstled ** Rathwass e Indis”' published by the
Supermtendent of Government Printmg. m which he wall find much nee-
ful mformation elating to the Light Ralways in Bengal.

s ]
Supply of longer trousers to Moslem, prisoners,

186. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: v Will the Hon'ble th
Member 1 charge of the Depatrtment of Revenne (hnlay be pleased 1o
stute whether Jonger ttonsers have heen gven to the \lu]n.mlm.uluv ‘
prisoners accordanee with the Government order No (;)lﬂ nR.I.
the Q9th July, 19217

Oy 1 the answer to oy s an the aftomative, will the Hon"ble the
Mentdher be pleased to <tate
supplied ?

(v 1 they have not vet been supplied, will the Hon'hle the Member
be pleased 1o state when they e hkely o bhe cupplied *

ty T« the Hon'hle the Member awate that notices of resolutions

tecommending the privilege was given by me durisg July and August
Innt ¥ '

from what date <uch trouse=< Lave heen
—

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS’
(the Hon'ble 8ir Abd-wr-Rahim): (o und () Yes, they  have heen

suppbied to prisoners i all the pols exeept those at Khulna .md RBogra
which will get the supply very shorthy .

(8 They have been cupphed 1o the ks on vanous dates, beginning
from the Bth August, 1921,

() Yesn,

Bath-room of Muneif's quarters at Patuakhati.

187, Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM: (1) Will .the Hon'hle the Minister
m charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to state whether
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s & fact that each bath-roow of the Munsif's quarters ut Patua-
khahi in the district of Bakargany cost Rs. Lo ®

(h) Will the Hou'ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a
catement showing the estimates and dimensions und the quantity of

materials used for the construction of these bathorooms?
. .

The Hon'ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB AL! CHAUDHURI,
Khan Bahadur: () No  The bath-room for eucli of the four 1esmdences
coyd Rs. 174,

by Copres of the sanctioned estimates und plans of each of the buth.
sooms ute lardeon the labry table  These contmin  the niormation
asked fort The difference between the cost of the bath-1oom as stated
(1) swbove and the vost ot the work as cartted out s accounted jo
by the varving length of the &vaum and of the sereen walls provided
1 each residence in addition to the bath-room.

Strengthenyng the.cadre of Bengal Judicial Servios.
188. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: () Wili the Hon'ble the Member

i charge of the Judicial Department be pleaned to state whether the
cadre of the Bengal Civil Jervice tJudicial) will be strengthened betore
the expus of the current financl yeur by the addition of three Subo-
dinate Judges und twenty Munsifs for whom express provivon was made
in the current budget?

th) If the answer to (a) 15 1u the negative, will  the Hon'ble  the
Member be pleased to state the reuson therefor?

(rr Will the sunction of the Secretary of State for Indig an Council
be necessary for this strengthening of the candre?

() H so, will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to stute the section

of the (Governmwent of Indm Act which requires such sanction ?
te) Will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to state-

(1) the date of the letter in which the sanction of the Government
of India to the proposed addition to the cadre was first sought
and the date of the reply of the Government of India
thereto: and

(il ho? many letters passed between the Government of India and
the (GGovernment of Bengal on this subject since the vote of
the Bengaul Council in Murch last?

MEMBER in oharge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble
Sir Abd-ur-Rahim): (2) No. .

thy The question is still under discussion between this (Jovernment,
the tiovernment of India and the High Court.

tr) No.

() The question does not srise.

tew (1) and (11) No.
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Resolutions

(under the rules for the disoussion of matters of genaral public interest),

Withdrawal of resolutions.

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Babu Surendra Nath Ray): The
following resolutions stunding n the numes of  Maulvi Shah Abdus
Rauf and Maulvi Muhammad Abdal Jubbar Pablowan are, in the
absence of the members, deemed to be withdrawn:—

“ Thix Couneil recommends 1o the Government thdt the road
connecting Ishurdi railway station and the town of Pabna, which is at
present maintained by the distriet hn.ml of Pabna, be provincialised
te allow motor companies 1o ply their Jorries and ears nlnng this rmul
without uny possible mterference by the district board in future.’

This Counerl recommends to the Government that the Govern-
ment of Indin be moved with u view to abolish the customs duty on
jute.”’

Appointment of Honoray Surgeons and Physicians in Hospitals.
Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: - This Council recommends to

the Government (1) that immediate steps be taken to emplov non-official
qualitied Tndan medicnl pructitioners as honorary surgeons and physi-
emns to all husprtals contummg more than 100 beds for Indians or
whete there s an average daly attendance of more than 100 outdoor
patients, (0 that the numeneal stiength of the honorary visiting stuff
be determined by a mized commttee of officials  and  non-officials;
() that fucihties be given to them tor the proper performance of their
duties: (1) that w committee be appointed to draw up rules and regu-
lations for their gudunce, and (¢} that these posts be filled up by open
adrertisements.”’

The reasons that have prompted me to bring this resolution for vour
kind consideration and acceptance aim at removing a legitimate ;grie.
vance of the people ot thix country and also that of the lndependenl wee-
tion of the medical profession in Bengal. .

Taking the former into considerntion, T shall base my argument on
the published report on Hospitals in 1920 by the late Surgeon-General
F. O'Kinealy. You will find that amongst a total dopulation of
46,663,177 only 5,056 hospital beds were provided for or one bed in a
population of 9,187, If we exclude Caleutta, which is somewhat more
fortunate, we find only one bed in u population of 16,177, I shall (uote
the Surgeon-(ieneral who says, “* all our hospitals are more or less over-
crowded.  The \urgu ‘ul side of the Campbell Hospital has been badly
congested in ment years and extra accommodation was urgantly need-

od."
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The financial difficulties of the tovernment at present will not allw
us to entertain the idea of meeting the demand for an increase in th
number of beds. But if we increase the number of staff by taking th
helyr of honsrary surgeons and physictans i these overcrowded hospitals
weg will be able to decrease the time of avernge stay of the patients
the hospitals by adequate and prompt attention to them.

You will find from the same report that in Caleutta there were 2
medicul institutions where 482,110 patients were treated and of thes
41,824 were in-door putients and 440,286 were out-door puticuts. €
these 23 hospitals, only the following hospitals provide more than on
hundred beds:—

(1) Medical College Hospral - Mediendl side and Surgacal wide

(2y Eden Hospital te1 women,

(31 Prestdency General Hospital,

(#) Camphell Hospital,

(5) Sambhunath Pandit Hospital,

() MayosHopitel,

(7) Curnichael Medical College at Belgachia,
and of these, the Presidency General Hospital is meant for Europesae
only, and the Carnnchael Medical College is already heing worked by
non-ofticial member? ot the medical protession and conrequently  my
resolution does not touch then.

In the mufassal out of 794 hospatals, there are only thiee which pro.
vide more thun 100 beds, iz, the Howtah General Hovpital, Burdwan
Fraser Hospital and Dacea Mitford Hospital

1 shall not waste the tune ot this Counail by giving detasls of all these
hospitals, but 1 shall confine my remarks to the premier Medieal College
and the premier Medical School of Bengal and shall show you that even
in these hospitals where the staff cun be considerad to be fuirly suflicient,
what an enormous pressure of work i« thrown on their shoulders.  Ju the
Caleutts Medical College Hospital  inedical section, In-door  there wis
a daily average number of over 273 patients and these patients were sup-
posed to be attended to by only two visiting physicians, one being the
Principal of the Medical College who har got other duties in the hospital
dQuring his vimting hours.  Granting thmt these two gentlemen are punc.
tual in their attendance between the usual hours of 8 a.m. and 1] A.M. us
required by the rules, you will eusily find that cuch of them has got to
attend 4) in.door patients 1n course of one hour! He must be a bold man
who will say that no patient v neglected in this hospital, the beat
managed of them ull in Bengal. Coming to the surgical side what do
we find* The daily averuge number of patients in this side waw over 142
and there are only two visiting surgeons to look to their welfare, to give
clinical lectures to the students and also to perform important surgical
operations which even in their expert hunds take*at least one hour o day
Yut of the two or three hours which they spend in theehospital. In other
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words in the course of an hour or two, each visiting surgeon is expected to
perform a feat of attending 71 important surgical cases under them or
Jeave them to the care of their subordinates.  Is it to be wondered at that
patients often complain of not seemg the fuce of their surgeons sone-
times for days logether? .

Now to the Eden Hoxputsl in the sume vear 1920, the average daily
nutber of in-door patients was over [27 and there 1» one visiting surgeon
only who has to perform important obstetricul operations and also some
office duties in addition to looking aiter the needs of the patients which
include women in lubour.  Can any one —even with superhuman intelli-
gence und cupaeity for work— perform the duties of such onerous nature
in the bpiel space of two o1 three hours honestly and conscientiously

The premier Medieal Sehool v Bengal, cra p the Camphbell Medicul
School, provides 627 beds and the nverage dindy attendance in the in-door
renched over H80 patients under the care of six ussistant surgeons whe
devote 2 hours u day 1 the hospital or roughly 50 in-deor patients an
hour.  Is any comment necessuy ¥ . ¢

The position of the out-door hospital  fur worse und in the brief
spuce of 2 hours or o you have sometimes to dispose of nearly fifty new
casex and 100 old cases. Tt i~ not unnatural for the public to give vent
(o their feeling of dissatistaction about this 1 the pablic press, i gram.
ophone records or party puntomimes to show the madequacy of hospital
attention and Firust the Government will see its was to aceept wy resolu-
fion. N

The need ot providing honorary surgeons i the hospitads has long
been under discussion between the bnpenal Government and the Hon'ble
Secretary of State for Tndinwnd b shadl read extraets trom the despatehes
of the pust Secretanies ot Stute in thas counection In the despatel
Noo 137 (Military, dated the b August, 1907, Lord Morley addressed
u lotter to His Excelleney Lord Minto i which his Lordship quotea
desputeh NooH (Military i and Public Noo 157, dated the 13th December,
1906, of Lord George Hamilton, the then Necretary of State who said—-

1t would be to such w great benctit to India generally that medical men should
eatablish themselves i private practice in the same way as they do 1 other parts
of Hor Magests’s Empire sathout entering the medical service connected with the
Army that I am unielling to accept proposals based upvn the assumption that'suffi-
crent medual qualification will never be found 1n or elsewhere outnde (ke Indn
Medival Nervier

Later on His Lordship says that this measure has his hearty support.

His Excellency Lord Minto went a step further.  In His Excelleney's
despatch in {oply to the above, thus writes His Excellency Lord Minto—

We are in entire aympathy with the desire to pramote the growth of.an indepen-
dent medical prolession in India, and we recognise the important bearing upon this
question of Lord George Hamlton's suggestion that advantage should be taken of
the creation of new medical appointments to provide for she sdmisaion of independent
practitioners vither to the new appointments or to some of the posts which are
regarded ue ressrved for members of Lhe Indian Medical Service.

«
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Lateron, His Excellency says, ** and we shall also be prepared to appoint
quunlified medical gentlemen outside the ranks of the Indian Medicat
service to other posts which are not required for the employment of the
War Reserve of Medical Oftice.”’

The resolution that ~stunds in my name wants the utihsation of the
honorary services of the qualitied non-official Tndian practitioners in the
avercrowded hospitals and T believe T have been able to convinee you
of the real need of additional uppointuwents of surgeons und physicrans to
cope with the work. This resolution will also satisfy the aspration af
these practitipners to some Jatent, although 1 hail the day when every
department of the Gover mment will be self-contumed, und nn recruits
will be necessury from foreign countries.  The jnstitutions that 1 have
referred to supply an abundanege of climeal maternial and allow opportuni.
ties of svstematic investyration which are so necessary for all works of o
lnghly techunical nature and provate practitioners feel o keen disappoint-
went when they find that they have no knowledge und <hill 10 g from
these linteal maternnls of then own countiymen  The Government
tealised this and threw out some appointments of honotany surgeons nnd
phivsicans e the Sambhu Nath Pandit Hospatal, the Mave Hospatal and
the Howrah General Hosprtal, and the Surgeon-General reports that
they morhed satistactortdy®and reconnnended an extensin of then < heme

to all hospitals where extra hunds are requited

This 1x also my wden 1 bringing torth my resolution and on hosprtals,
whether i Caleutta or o the mutassal, where there s u sufficient number
of beds or there tv a suthcient out-door attendunce, shonld be deprived ot
the services of those awongst the private practitioners who are pgehtly
regurded as in no way Jess suthesent than the present meumbents

In conchusion, Sir, T huve only one word to add, 1 ¢, my 1esolution,
unlike muny others, will not add to the financil embarrassment of the
(tovernment of Bengal, but un the other hamd, will be w source of relief
to several putients und wtisfaction to the deserving private practitioners
of the province, whom I personally regurd s i no way ferior w the

officers of the Indiun Medienl Service.

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL BSELF.
COVERNMENT (the Hon'bie Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): I mus wn)
at once that | am 1u deep symputhy with the ohject of the resolution
which is to widen the scope of employment of Indian medieal practi-
tioners as |mnnmrv surgeons and physicians 1w our  hospitals,  The
arguments which the mover has brought forward are convincing. Ie
has quoted from figures that the sttendunce 1 our hospitals, whefe there
are in-door beds, is very large, thut the hospitals are overcrowded, that
the number of doctors is inadequate, and that Gosernment han not got
the requisite funds. Under the circutstances, it sseemn to  be the
imperative duty of Government to avail itself of the services of honorary
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nurgeons and phyaicians, It is impossible to deny the force of these
aiguments, and I accept them as sound and convineing.

In England the grent hospitals are worked to a considerable extent
by honurury surgeons und physicians.  They deem it a matter of pride
und pleasure to be associated with these institutions for the amelioration
of human sufferings and the saving of human livem [ am sure the day
will come--it inay be neur or distant, 1 hope it is near—the day will
come when the medicul profession in Bengul will be mapired by simnilus
feelings and when they will deeni it their highest duty to lend their un,
puid wervices  for the goud of their fellow countrymen. My hon’ble
friend 1~ inspired by the highest motives, and that being so, l( is the
bounden duty of Government to approach this resolution in a sympa-
thetic sprrit.

The 1esolution divides 1tselt into two phits.  Tu the first place theie
in the question of principle and then there are o number of details.  So
tur us the prneiple ot employing Indian medical practitioners as houor-
ury surgeons and physiciang is concerned, T unhestatingly accept 1t on
bebalf of Government.  This s indeed bemg tried in some of ous hospit-
als. There i w dhifference of opinten as o the measure of surcess which
lins attended the expertment, but assuming for argument’s suke that the
experntment his not been us great asuceess as might have been anticipated
or hoped for, we wre not o be daunted 1 am speahing on behalf of
Government by argumwents which poant 1o tailures. 1t s through
failures that success 1w achieved I the expernment, in it initial stages,
has not been as promising of suecess we nught have heen antiopated. that
will not deter us from continuing it when 1 other conntries, 1t hus been
productive of an abundant harvest of good  Even therefore, accepting
the wotst possible view, Government 1 prepared to carry 11 on. and
persevere to the end  Therefore the tirst proposition which T desire 1o lay
down i~ that we uccept the principle.

My friend, however, enters inte o number of detarls.  All of them
1 cannot accept.  Obviously they cannot be considered by the legisla-
tive Council us n whole, wnd 1t seems 10 me that we have w handy mstru-
ment ready at our disposal which nmight be utilised and effectively utilis-
ed for this purpose. We have got the Stunding Committee on Public
Health, It is the function of that Committee to deal with prupositions
such as my friend has luid before us. Dr. Mortra himself is a member
of that Committee, and we shull have the advantage of his valuable advice
m considering the details which he has brought forward. 'l herefore my
sugpestion  to my friend 14 that he should withdraw the resolution
aud I yndertake on behalf of tiovernment to lay this resolution before
the Standing Committee und to consider the matter and deal with it.
There is an advantage which I desire to point out and it is this. I we
appoint a committee, it will take months before a decision i« arnved at.
It bas ngain and dgain beeu waid in this Council that committees are
mostly intended to shelve questions; at any rate, committees do take a
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‘long time in coming to a conclusion.  We have two or three committer
to which perhaps a remark of this kind would be applicable,

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: I gludly accept the assurance o
the Hon'ble Miunister and nm willing to withdraw my resolution,
.
The Hon'blo.sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: | need nat pr
long my remarks if my friend accepts my assurance and withdraws
resolution.

The resolution was then, by leave of the Conneil, withdrawn

Withdrawal of resolutions.

Babu SURENDRA NARAYAN SINHA: | beg to withdraw th
tollom ing 1esolution standing in my name -

“This Coundil recommends to the Government that o commitie
consisting of exXperis, officiuds and non-ofhicmls, be npponted to report t
the Government as to how the condition of the tnver Bhagnuths ean b
llll'ﬂ“\l'll.”

The 1esolution was then, by leave of the Counail, withdrawn

*  Maulvi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: | beg 1o withdraw the followin
resolution standing m omy nuwe -

S This Counal reconmends to the Government that wenving au
spruming sehools he started ut every headquarters of o distoce ™

The resolution was then, by Teuve of the Council, withdrawn

Postponement of resolution.
The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: K Muhendra Chandra Mitru Bab

dis hos informed e that he will not come to-day, and expressed u wig
that the following resolution, standing m his name, may be postponed ;
* This Council recommends to the Government that o sum
Rs. 2,00,0001 be set axide nnnually for the provision of water supply i
,lurlxl arens and municipal towns where cholern mortality v very higl
and that filters of the Faridpore type be instulled. "
The alwve resolution goes to the bottom of the List.

Withdrawal of resolution.

The following resolution, standing in the nue of Bubu Jdgendras Nat

Roy was, in the absence of the member, deemed to he withdrawn ;-
*“ This Council recommends to the Government thut necessary ateg
be taken to dredge the rivers Brahmaputra, Dhaleswari and Padwng «
* as to improve the communication and the drainage in the subdivisio
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of Munikganj, Munshiganj and Narayangunj and that immediate steps -
be taken to re-excavate that portion of the cunal joining the Dhaleswari
und Padma, which passes by Shekarnagar rid Srinagar to Lohaganj to
make it navigable throughout the vear.”’

Postponement of resolution,

The following resolution, stiwdhng e the name of Shah Syed Emdadul
Hagg was, 10 the absence of the member, and with the permission of the
Deputy-President, pluced ut the hottom of the list : —

“Thos Counetl reconmends 1o the Governmen(’ thut sl courts an
oftices of the Government bhe closed at 3230 pas. every duy during the
month of Hamzan, without prejudice to any urangement that the
Government muy think reasonable to adopt, as regards earlier hours of
the opening of thewe courts and othees, 1 the interest of the pubhic
NPT L

Preservation of Tanks.

Babu SURENDRA NARAYAN SINHA: * Tii. Council recom-
mends to the Government that o Commttee be appornded to consider und
report on the ways and means to preserve the tank< 1 the 1ural greas of
the Province and frume luws for the puipose

Thix resolution wims at meeting the crying need und prime necesaity
of Bengal for the supply of good drinking water and also, at helping, as
tur us possible, the nngation ot bunds Tt 1< o truran to say that our
provinee shounds in tunhs, ponds, wells und other water-courses, et
und that some of thew, necording to then sizes, are called cagars, dighes,
ete,  In the mujority of cases, these tanhs are the gitts of generous
gamindars and other well-to-do people, who, sccording to the custom of
yore, when charttuble institutions, such as dharamsalas, tanks, ete., used
to be conmdered a pait of rehgious acts and therefore meritorious, were
actuated by such religious 1mpulses and made extensive charities in the
form of tanks, wells, ete., tor the supply of good and pure drinking water
to the locality and to the people m general.  Most of these tanks ar¢ ax
old as the hills and they furmish a land-murk, an eloquent testimony of
the religious instinet and disposition of the people of Bengal in the past,
which wan commonly shared by the Hindus and Mubammadans alike,
an we still can find many tanks and wells to exist to this day. which are
the gifts of the Muhammadun rulers of Bengaul.  The donors of these
tanks and wells huve, in the past, consecrated them to the most sacred
couse of humanity by making them the source of water-supply to the
public.  But in these days, most of the old tanks and wells, for the de-
ploruble lack of the spiret of conservation among the people, have, in
many places, dwindled and deteriorated and, having been choked up with ,



1922.1 PRESERVATION OF TANKS. 137

rank growth of vegetation and trees, have hecome quite insanitary and
the formidable foci of malarial fevers to the inhahitants, they heing
breeding-grounds of the anopheles.  Once these tanks—-in the days gone
by— were themselves very picturesque and delightful to look at—full of
blue crystal and limpid waters with the blue vault reflecting and with
, swans and ducks playing on their bosom and their banks echoed and re.
N'hoed with tfe playful mirth of the village children who used to gather
there. In those daxs every tank, pond, lagoon, well, tiver and creek
was filled with healthy and Life-giving water and they never dried up:
they also distributed health and plenty to the people and rendered the
coungry flowing in mllk and honey and contentment.  But alus ! those
happv davs have gome by To whatever eause or eauses 1l many be attri.
buted, the rivers, creeks, tanks and wells have, to the utter misfortune
of the country, siltedgnd dried up leaving Bengal abeolutely waterless
and the people, in consequence, are confronted with the dreadful seaper-
ty of drinking water  Now,at has hecome one of the gravest and serious
problems which it s not ensy to grapple wath. T however, these rivers,
tanks, creaks, andewells, ete | be recluimed, deepened nnd ve-excavated,
then, and then onlv, the problem of drinking water in tural areas may,
to an appreciable extent, he vemoved and at the e tie the causes of
malara somewhat checked though not altogether hanished,

Thes tanks and waterways when reclatmed and re-exenvated wall
help to fucilitute arrigation of lands o radir areas, where o <csolely de-
pended upon tor thewr crops. But T hnve been able to gather from my
tour in the imtertor of the rahr wreas, 1 have personally seen in places
many tunhs which had silted up to an extent to have been converted into
arable lunds for growing crops by the villuge people, thus makimg ot
imposstble for these tanks to be re-excuvated wud to be used for dromkimg
and rngation purposes.  If such encronchment upon the prospect of
providing watersupply by recexcavatimg those tunks s allowed to con.
tinue, the existing sources of water-supply to such vitluges wall grow lesw
and less and will at last altogether disappear entathing heavier expend
ture tor the execavation of new tanhs,  This uspﬂ.'l uf the guestin, will,
I hope, foraably appeal to the hou'ble members,

For these réasons, Siv, I beg to move that a commnttee be appoited
ab an eurly date to investigate and report on the wiass and means 1o pre.
serve these tanks first and then, of possible, other waterwnys ton  Con.
sidering the unportance of the subject, the resolution will, 1 hope, com.
mend 1tself to the acceptance of the House,

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: The problem of water-cupply
outgide the citv in the mufassal o very acute one; in many places
people searcely find good drinking water for themeelves, fur lews for
their cattle.  There are many ol tnks i many places, and (1t 1 m the
fitness of time that the hon'ble mover has ufked that some arrmngement
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should be made for preserving these tunks. He has said that a com-
migtee should be formed, but  few minutes back we heard the Hon’ble -
Minister 1n chorge of Santation suy that the formation of a commitiee
1 ouly & means of shelving matters imdefimtely, If the result ‘of the
formation of such u committee be the shelving of such a matter, we do
not like to have one. But the thing is this, that the problem of water-
supply is very acute, and we should try to umprove the water-supply’
of the rurnl areas us early as possible.

With these few remutks, 1 support this resolution.

The Hon’ble 8ir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: [ am Jmoa
difticults with regard to thie matter. | am in great sympathy with
the resolution.  The adeyuate supply of water 14 & burning question in
certain  arean; the supply is not sulficient and there is very
keen feching about 1. Al that deserves most sympathetic considera-
tion on the part of Governmert, but T would observe and my friend.
1 think, will agree with me when 1 say that his does not seem to me
to be o practieal wan of grappling with the diflicglty. Jou want to
appoint w commttee for the purpose of suggestimg means for the preseiva-
tion of tunks und water-conr=es throughout the provinee Now, does 1t
not ocenr to most of us that the conditions of water-supply 1in different dis-
tricts differ, sonetines ditfer sers mnch> Tnomy opinion the best thing
under the ctreumstances would be, having regard to the differences in
the locul conditions, to ask the local bodies 1o charge of  the  wates-
mipphy to look into 1t¥ Daec it not acour to us that this s really &
matler for the local bodies, and  not for the Central Government -
Government will help as it his wo often done in the past  For ustance,
we sanction grants and loans to municipalities that ask for them in con-
nection with water-supphy  The other day we made a large grant to one
of the municipalities in the mufassal, and we are constantly making
grants of this nuture  When o acheme of water-supply s submitted to
Government- T am referring to mameipahitios—-we have the  scheme
tested by our experts, and therefore, so fur as financial assistance und
expert wdvice are concerned,  the Government is always ready to help
loeal bodies with advice amd money, but it does not seem to me that
any practwal purpose is hikely to be «erved by the appomntment of a
vommittee such as the one proposed, except, as my friend hus cuggested,
the shelving of the question indefinitely. ! cannet, as & member of the
Government, or as a member of this Couneil, approve of such a poliey.
Of course, it wy friend wants it, he may have it, but T do not think
thut thi< resalution can serve uny useful purpose: ne a matter of fact, {
understand that local hodies at the present moment in rome districts
wre preparing water-supply schemes  Therefore. what 1 should like
to suggest to my friend as o practical e media would be that Govern-
ment would undertake to eall the attention of the loeal hodies to this
resolution and ask them th do what.thev can. That seema to me a

.
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practical solution of the difficulty; if vou want to shelve the matter in-
definitely, by all means appoint a committee, but if you want ta solve
the problem, we undertake to circularise the District Boarda, seud them
this resolution, and ask them to do what thev can.

Babu SURERDRA NARAYAN SBINHA: From what | have heard
trom the Hon'ble Minister, I agree with him in the iden that if he asks
the local bodies to consider the resolution, T am ready to withdraw it
But one thing that strikes me is this: to my mind the present law
npt adequate enough to enable the local bodies to assiat in the re-exeava-
tion of «~ilted-up tanks 1 rural areas. Some of the ramindmrs  are
gradunlly sestling them with their tenants  For this purpose 1 sug-
gested % committee in order to give power to the local bodies to
preserve these tanks. 1 hope when the Hon'ble Mimister will diaw the
attention of the local bodies m connection with this resolution, he will
kindly instruct them to consider this point alwe

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: Yo, 1 will do

that. . .
The motion was then, by leave of the Council withdiawn.

Withdrawal of resolution.

The iollowimg rvesalution standing 1 the name of Maulvi Azabaruddin
Ahmed was, in the absence of the mewber, deomed to be withdrawn .

* Thie Council recommends to the Government that the <ustem of
realiong compound interest on loans i Tamakauk and on mortgagres

be abolished 1 Bengal

Introduction of standard weights in Bengal.
Maulvi RAF! UDDIN AHMED: ' This Council recommends to

the Government that standard weights  be  introduced  throughout
Bengal. ”' .

Thiv solution requires versy little explunation. Thete are varwous
weights prevalent even in the same distriet. We have at Jessore at leant
four kinda of weights, r1z., one of 60 tolas making a weer, one of R0 tolaa
making a <eer, one of B2 tolan making & seer and another of 120 tolue
making u ceer.  Excluding certam respectable shop-keepers, the major-
ity of them are very shrewd men and thev have very little seruples to
deceive unwispecting people.  Besides when the things are purchnsed
at different districts, there is aleo «ome difficulty.

I know the dificulty that will be created by thie resolution if it ia
put to practice all at once, but all that I want ia thates heginning should
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be made in this dirertion by the Government to save the people from
deception and fraud practised on them. '

With these words, T heg to recommend my resolution {o the accept-
ance of the Houge

The Hon’ble 8ir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: [ xhall be able to
den] with this question in o very few words. This matter has éngaged
the attention of the Government of India, but the Government of India
are very eatttious in proceeding with it.  Thic is more or less a matter of
public educntion, and the ideas of the people huve to be trained in this
respect. Al my friend wants in his proposal is that a begiuning <hould
be made; his proposal i~ modest one, aod T am prepdred to associ-
ate  mywelf  with him in starting  this  beginning, apd il 1
leads to the standardisation of weights and measures, T am sure Govern-
ment would e thankful to the hon bl member for having  introdue-
ed this resolution What T would augpest, and what 1 would propose
to do i this connection, 1+ that we should circularise the focal bodies
arder to ascertiumn then views with regard to this matter, because legis-
Lnvon will hise to be amdertuken, awd Government San not do so unless
and until the trend of public opinon has been ascertained.  Therefore,
if my friend wants o begimning to he made, and wondd  accept my  pro-
posal, he might see hiv way to withdraw hos vesolution

Maulvi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: In the circumstances, | heg leave to

withdraw the motion.

The motion was then, by leave of the Counetl, withdrawn,

Elocted mombers of Council to be ** ex-officio  members of
distriot boards.

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: ** This Counail tecommends to the
Government that steps be taken so that ench  elected member of the
Bengul begislative Conncd may be appomted er-officio us o member  of
the particulur distnict board where hiv constituency is located.”

I am not a member of the district bourd and 1 think there are several
members here who are ke me.  And muny of us cannot afford to lose
further tipie und money for conducting un election to the diktrict board
without neglecting the work of the Legiddative Council here.  But I have
often felt the need of an intimate knowledge of the district board lying
i our own constitueney for mutual help and co-operation, Iuring the
last one year, 1 have seen several mterpellations by the hon'ble members
of this Council velating to their own district board and this means that
severn] members feel the need of this intimate knowledge.  Further. it is
aiso to the advautage of the district board that they should be in close
touch with the Legwdative Council, as their wunts, their grievances can
be brought to the notice of the Government without the leaat possible

M '
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delay. This is the bare outline why I have brought this resolution fur
the consideration of this Council, and I may tell you that I am personaily
convinced of its utility, although ¥Tdo not deny that there are some
practical difficulties along with it. There are some members in  this
Council who gre representatives of divisions, and in their cuse uny
district board, practicully where they reside, will suit 1wy purpose for
the matter of this pesolution.

With these few words, I commend my resolution to the m-u-ptuu(‘e‘ﬁ
f the House.

Khan Bahadur Maulvi WASIMUDDIN AHMED: 1 rise 1o opposs
this plotion; there are $arious grounds for mw opposition. There are
many members who represent several districts, as, for ustunce, Sir
Asutosh Chaudburi represeyts hoth Pabna and Bogra, and s it possibly .
that he should serve us o member of the distriet board of hoth Pabna”
and Bogra? In the second place, there are many districts where either
the Hindu or Muhammudan population predominutes. A< a matter of
fact, if these mgubers yge to be cr-offcro, they are to'be taken out of the
numbers which are kept by Government for nomination, awl i that cnme
the number of nominations by Government will decrease.  Government
will huve to nominate the Civil Surgeon, the Distiiet Inspector of Schools
ang sometimes the Suparintendent of Police and the Subdivisional Ofticer ;
so that, if the members of the Council are to be nommated by Govern-
ment as members of the distriet board, Government will hine  w very
small nueber of members to nominate for the purpose for which this
nominution is reserved.  The nonnation s intended for the parpose of
preserving the balance between the two sides. 1t s often foundeneces-
gary to nomina®e some Ilindu mambers in order to give the Hindus a
voice on the distiiet board; wo alya, aporegards Mubammadans, T may
add heze that the present system of slecting members to  the  district
. board and local board 158 somewhat defective.  The minorities have no
chance because enoh member is given one vote to be given to each can-
didate and if a particular community happens to bein the mnjotity, they
will monopolise all the seats and the minority cannot get any seats; so
to preserve the balance a cortain number of seats are reserved by Giov-
ernment for nomination. The effect of this will be minimised if the
member® of Council are made er-officto members of the district hogrd
f course, if the members desire to serve as members of  the  distriet
board they can offer themselves ax cundidates for election.  In the case
of district poard members, as my learned friend has said, if they are
unwilling to undergo the difficulties und trouble and expenae of election
and other things, they may be veturned ax members of the district board
by the local board. If the country appreciates their services, and they
l;! not returned as members of the local board, they might be returnad
as members of the district board if they have sufficient qualifications to
become members of that board and, if the country Yeally wish to return

13
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them as members of the district board, so I do not think it is desirable
¢hat Government should be hampered with any extra members, so as
to mynimse their advantage for redressing the balance between the two
communities. With these words I oppose this motion. ‘

-

Maulvi EMADUDDIN AHMED: | also rise to oppose this resolu-
tion, because you will find if this resolation is accepted, one day mem-
Wers of the Legslative Assembly will also want to be nominated as
;members of the district board, and so also members of the Council of
State, Whgt is the principle underiying this election of the members
of the district board? Some time ago the nomination was half and half, '
and it is an admitted fact and it has beeu ackpowledged nogr that the
people ought to go through election, apd if they will accept this prineiple,
you ate going against the very principle of election. There are the
popular ministers and members, the leaderscof our eountry, and if they
care to o to the distiet boards, of course they will be able to go easily
through the election which will bring them wto closer touch with the
pl'(lpll'

Irom that point of view alvo 11 will be better, thal lhew nominees
should go through elétion; there are other difficulties, as pointed out,
in the case of vertain members who are to be er-officro members of the
board, for mstunce, the Civil Surgeon, and so forth; if you nominate
thése members of Council, it will tie the iyl of Government in making
other nominations.  Then agam, to speak frankly, 1 do not find that it
would very possible for some of these members, and some of theam may
not care 1o go mto the intertor to look into things there and attend
meetings of the district board.  Vor instance the landlors here—I do
not speak ugainst them -they do not like to hive i thy country; they
Tike to hve 1in Caleutta, and live in Kig houses here. and it would not
be possible for them to go and sttend meetings. At the same time, I
think 3£ any member, who i« & member of the Council here, wants to
go there—he ix a leader no doubt, and has been returned to the Legis-
lative Council-- he will have the best chance of being returned as a
member. In these vircumstances, commg down to the principle, we
ought to seck election and not nomination  Nomination is  the least
desirable, and if this sort of nomination is resorted to, it will militate
against the very prineiple of election.  With these words, T oppose $his
resolution.

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: I do realise that in a matter
like this, mufassal opinion is of much greater value than thet of a Cal-
cutta man, and 1 think members from the mufassal are likely to know
more about the situation than a man like myself. All the same, 1 do
think that the idea underlving this resolution is a commendable one.
To my mind, it seems that members of this Council ought to be in the
closeat peasible tnurﬂ with the distriet board. particilarly members from
the mufassal, and in that view I think it is a very gnod idea that our

1
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brothers here from the mufassal should also he es-oficio members of
thé district boards, so that they may know the district board work, nna®
make themselves more intimate with, and more ensily approachable to,
the people of the district, so that they may represeut their grievances
in the Councial here. Starting from the hroad point of view, 1 think
this resolution is a very commendable one. It has been pointed out to
me £hat there may be some difficulty with regard to nomination, hecatse
at the present moment under the Act, possibly a limited number is
allowed to be nominated. Difficulties liké that seem to be of a trumpery
character and can easily be removed by bringing in amending sections
and things of that character. That, however, need not staud in our
wayv if the‘m‘inripl« is dne which we can accept, and we can ask the
Hen'ble Minister to help us by patting in nn amending clanse of this
kind. T do not think in a gnatter Itke this much more need he said; ar
a matter o fact, already there are many members, chatrmen and vice-
ehairmen who are also membere of this Council. T took a count outside
this Hall, in the lobby, so much so in one particular distriet hoth the
chairman” and the viceghairman are here: in others there are two or
three who are membera of the same district bonrdg® The Chairman of the
Dhstrict Board of Burdwan, Raja Maniloll Singh Roy, i< here; the
fhairman of the District Board of Bankura, Rai Abinash  Chandm
Ba.norjeo Bahadur, is here, and Fthink Dr. A, Suhrawardy is Chairman
of the Midnapare district hoard; then mv friend Raja Reshee Chse Law
i« Chairman of the District Board of the 24-Parganas; there are also
other Algfict hoard members here. The Maharajn of Nadia ic Chair-
man of (he District Board of Nadia: Khan Bahadur Maulvi Wasimuddin
Ahmed is Chairpian of the District Board of Pabna.  So that T ind that
practicalls: two-thirds of inv frienda are from the distriet hoards: they
are hound to be so; if vou send representatives to the Couneil, thev are
hound ta he tha chairmen and vice-chairmen of the distriet boards; they
are the leaders in the distriet and every municipal town. So T do ot
exactly find that there are very strong rensons to appose this« reanlution.
T have verv great pleasure in supporting this, and T think it i« a move in
the right direction.

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: T ris to auppart this mation,
Of,all persons, two mufnsaal chairmen of the district boards have
thought fit to oppose this motion. Perhaps thev are afraid  that in
future their seats might be contested by other members of this Tagia.
Iative Council, but T do not think such an orcreion  will ever arise.
The motion has heen opposed on two grounds: one that there will he
difficulty if the motinn is  accopted. becansr there are members who
have been elected from maore than onedistrict; that ‘s a matter of detail
which may be considered bv the Tocal Self-Government Standing
Committee. As to the other question, the qnesbion of nomination,
this also ia a matjer of detail which mav be rongidered by the Loral
Self-Government Standing Committes. There in ahsalntely no reason

L J e
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why tlus wmotion should be regected The two gentlemen who thought
%t to oppose this motion, could not put forward any practical grounds
for their opposition. The difficulties put forward are merely, supposed
difficulties which might be sedtled in detail by the Local Self-Government
Commitiee, if the Hon'ble Minister accepts the resolution.c I, therefore,
strongly support this motion and I hope it will be v:trr'i‘ed. .

Raja RESHEE CASE LAW: The resolution proposes to make each
¢lected member of the locnl legislative Comncil er-oficio member of
the dimrict board where his copnstituency is located. It is difficult
to understund precisely the object with which this resalution has been
moved, The conntitution ol the district  bosuts and local © boards is
based wpon the provisions of sections 7 and 13 of the Bengul Local Self-
Government Act of 1885, Geverally speaking, two-thirds of the membera
of the distriet bowsds are elected by the%m-ui boards and one-third
nomated by the  Commissioner of the Division in which that
district bomd 15 sstuated.  Thus, for instance, the district board of
the 24-Parganas  consmists of 30 members of which 20 are  elected by
the neveral local boards, angd 1O are nommated members.  To carry on
the work of the district board, the number o1 members composing
the board e guite enough for the  purpose, and uo useful  purpose
would be served by adding to the number, os_there 18 no necessity
for such addition. But  supposing that the resolmtion be  aceepted,
then difficulty would avine 1 conducting the work of the hoard as the
periods of existence of the distriet boards and the Legislative: Couneil
do not terminate at the same time.  Much mmeonvenience would be felt
by the disgrict byards in domgr work duting the penod of general election
of the Lepislutive Gounedl, which eannot be less than six months after
the discharge of the old Couneil, as the rr-oficio members of the distiiet
hoard would necessarily cease to exist i, the inh:rilp. It would be
wu_rasy thiug for members of the Legiglative Council, willing to serve
ns er-oficio members of the district boards, to get themselves elected
in the local boards of -the subdivisions m  which thev reside uuder
section 13 of the Net, and thus get themselves returned to the district
boarda as representatives ei thewr respective local boards—this would
save much jnconvenience to the district hoards during the period of
Council election. Moreover, the adnussion of arofficio membkers mto
the distriet boards whose constitution 1« defived and regulated by the
Setl-Government Aet and the  rules framed  under that  Act. will
necessitate a recasting of the law and rules framed thereunder. and so
long as this 14 not done, the acceptance of the resolution’. instead of
doing any good, would cause much difficulty to the smooth working
of the district boards. T ther fore pposé the 1esolution.

Babu KISHOR!I MOMAN CHAUDHURI: 1 heartily support the
resolution. At preeent half the members of the district board—I do not
know the exact figure; at least in my time, when I was in the district
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+
-beard, it was half—are elected, and the other half nominated h_\"(}ovem;
ment——

The Hon’ble 8ir SURENDRA NAfH BANERJEA: No, it is'not
half; two-thirds are elected.

Sabu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: If s member wants _to
join the district board, he must seek election first in the local bourd, and
with the support of the local board members, if be iv fortunate enough,
he can go to the district board, or he can be nominnted by the District
Magistrate. This is a difhculty at the present moment. 1 am really
sorry thag several chuirgien of district bourds have opposed this motion.
I dosaot know if there is o lurking suspicion in their mind, and it may be
they do not like to be disturbed in their position as there may be other
competitors, but whatever &t may be, I think the elected members of the
Council, the representatives of the people, would be w very valuable asset
to the district board.  They would be the link between the provineigband
district administrations. A< in the Caleutta Mumeipality, 1t may be that
some of the members may not hike to go throngh the general constitueney,
and therefore, instead of securing by election the presence of smmne com-
petent persons, arrangements have been made that some membess should
be elected by the elected members of the Corporation.  So here, T think,
ifothis principle bg cobceded, it will be very valuable service done to the

district hourd: the district bhourd will be benefited by the advice and

presence of the representatives of the people.  1f they can represent
their constituencies m the Legislative Couneil, T do not understand why
they should nut be considered competent to go to the distriet board. 1t
149 in the interests of the district board also that lh(z\ should be mnde its
members; there should be no difficulty e the wayv, At present the Civil
Surgeon und the Diktpict Deputy  Inspector of Schools  sre er-officio
members of The diitrict board. Where will the hurm be if there is une
muore repiesentative of the people?  Government mgyv mot be <o angious
to nominate some one from outside if they get proper men in the Council
in the person of the clected members. T think this is a very good suggos-
tion, and T have to thank the members for bringing forward this pro-
posal. T have every hope and confidence in our Hon'ble Minister in
charge of this depaftment, and 1 am sure he will wee his way to grant
thia cdheession, in whatever way he thinks proper, cither by uccepting
the resolution or amending the particular wection or in any other way,

The suggestion, theréfore, 1 think, is 4 very valuable one, and I hope it -

will be aggepted. =
Maulvi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: ] beg to support the resolution.

The members of this Council d¥e the ghosen representntives of the people.
Why should the district boards have objection to accept these men into
“gheir confidence? Beuides, thexe members will know the district botter
and will have better chances to represent the peoplehere. Under the con-
n.tituliun. half the district board members are electedsby the local bourd

*



186 COUNCILLORS AND DISTRICT BOARDS.  {23wo Fes.

members who again are elected by the people—one-fourth are Govern-

Sment servants and one-fourth are nominated by the district board. As
regurds the GGovernment nominations, the Subdivisional Officer, the Civil
Surgeon and the Inspector of Bchools are nominated on the board and
the district board Las only power to nomiuate one-fourth. Why should
the district board object to take these representatives iato the board un-
less it offends the susceptibilities of the charman? I see no reason for
opposition and [ think that is the reason which has actuated the Chair-
men of three district boards here to oppose this resolution. Su 1
supporl it.

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahuwdur: I have very good
reuson to sympathise with those gentlemen who are not memberd of the
locul governing bodies of their constituencies; but I am afraid, that this
resolution, if pussed by us, will be an additional reproach on us that we
seek out gelf-interests here (Cries of: ** No, no "), I was a member
elevted by the district hourds of the Presidency Division, but I wus not
& maember of any district bourd and 1 dhd not think it right that [ should
seek nomination or even election there. I should say that it is right
that those gentlemen who are out of their district boards or other local
governing bodies should be nominated by the Government, hut [ should
leave it to the Government authorities to do what is proper and I should
not force them to do anything out of our selfish interests

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: T iise 1o support this resolu-
non (** Hear, hear 7). I (hd not think that there could be any difli-
culty on the purt of & member of this  Council to do the work of the
distriet bourd. A man can very well do both the woiks; he can be o
wember ot the Counctl as well as a member of the distriet board, At
first | had no mind to speak on the resolution, but when I found that
three veterun churrmen of the district bourds one after another oppos-
ing this resolution and when | found that some gentleman remarked that
the chuirmen of district boards ure afraid of losing their powers and
therefore they are opposing 1t, I thought 1t proper that I should speak
something on this resolution 1 do not thiuk thut if 4 mewmber of the
Council is nominated es-officto member of the district board, he would
taks awuy the popularity of the chairman or rather of prospegiive
charrman of the district board. It may be said about myself that I
have not been long enough o chairman to drink deep the cup of power,
but 1 would put forward one argument in favour of this resolution which
I did not find any of the members putting forward” before. - We would
like to see more popular representatives on the district boards than we
have got now. At present we have got-iwo-thirds of the total number
of members clected by the lucal hoards: and if we can send in more
elected members through the channel of nomination, it would add to the
number of elected members on the district boards. QGenenlly, on every
district boprd, we'have got some 24 to U members of whom 16 to 20 are
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plectad. Now, if you can send in 2 or 8 members who are elected
representatives of the people, we will have a larger number of electad
elementson the district boards. For these reasons, 1 support the
resolution.

d

KUMAR SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: I hud no desire to  tuke
pdrt in the debate, first, because, ns Khan Bahadur Emududdin has said,
that if the members of this Council were really so minded, they could very
easily get into the district boards, and secondly, because those members
of the Council who had seriously taken to the Council work would not be
able to devote much time to the district bourds.  The attitude, however,
of some®f the membens who are Chairmen of district honrds, 18 really
surPrising. Really, they should have been the first people to welcome
the idea, but I find nnd I regret to find that it is they who are the only
members of the Council t8 raise their voice in  opposition to this pro-
posal. Now that I have heard them, the real motive behind their opposi-
tion appears to me in all its nudity. Their opposition an the ground of
numerical or nomination difficulties is ahsolutely an eve-wash. What
their real obje®tion to fuake us their associutes, is, us hus been pointed out
by our friend Babu Kishori Mohan Chandhuri that they see in us very
formidable rivals to their rather safe position as Chuirmen. The advant-
ages of Dr. Moitra’s proposals are numerous and 1 need nat recount them
dere; the chief of which undoubtedly isx the cloge usrocintion of the
members of this Council in the administration of the local self-govern-
ments of their respective districts and this, undoubtedly, is very desir-
uble from the point of view of distriet boards, but this is not thought
desirable by the Chairmen of distriet boards who are here !

The Hon'ble 8ir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: | um very sorry
that an element of personal reflection should have been introdueed into
this debate, and aspersions should have been made upon the Chairmen of
district bourds who had ventured to spesk out their minds and to expres
frankly and courngeously their opinions with regard to thix piotion. 1
have especiully in view the unworthy, the unjust and the unmerited
reflections that have been cast upon my esteemed friend, Rajun Heshee
Cave Law, Tt hus been suggested—I apeak with o sense of indignation,
because T know thg fucts-—that Rajan Resher Case Law, among others,
sppoggd to this motion. because he in afraid that if  remboers of thia
Council were to get into the distnict boards, hin place would be jeopard-
ta], and the places of other Chairmen of district boards would be iig.
perilled.  So far us Rajn Reshee Case Law is concerned, T say this, with
the utni®st emphasin and in justice to him and as an answer to the
unmerited aspersions that have heen cast upon him, that he is anxious to
be relieved of the responsibilities of Chairman of the District Board of
the 24-Parganas (‘* Hear, hear '").  He has seen me again and again—
T think he saw me only day before yesterday and he begged of me o
do what I could in order that he might he early relieved of his pressnt
Sflico as Chairman of the District Board of the 24sPargusas. 1 think
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Bubu Kishori Mohan Chaudburi owes it to himeelf, as a matter of fair-
fievs, that he should withdraw the remarks that he has unjustly made
about the chuirmen of district boards. We have had tgo muéh of this
sort of things in this Council—aspersions cast upon the representatives
of the people for frankly, honourably and wholeheartedly doing their
duty. I think there ought to go forth a strong protest an the part of
this Couneil agaivst the unherited reflections which have been made
and the unworthy arguments thst have been brought forward, 1 trust
that it will not be necessary for me to raise my voice again in this
motter. Det us have u purer, s nobler, u more geperous atmosphere,
prevailing within the precinets of this Chuwber,of legislation, where is
enthroned the representutive mujesty of the people.  let it not be suid
thut this Council has been degraded imto g place where ubuse and calumny
are freely bundied about. o

Welly Sir, o much ax to the  personul  mutters  concerned.
feel it wy duty to oppose this resolution on belalf of Government, and |
place iy ease upon a constitutional ground.  Our members of Council
are 1o be cr-officto members ot the district bowrds,  The whole trend oi
modern democratic institutions 18 to wake members ot public  bodies
responsible to their constituencies, be these constituencies the Govern-
ment or the electorates,  The elected members wre lespunsii)lt- to their
constituencies, the electorntes. The nominated members nie more or
less respougible to the Govienment which uppoints them.  But  these
gentlemen are o be er-officio members without any trace of 1esponsibi-
lity to any person, to any coustituency or to any Government.  They
would be autocrts outside the constitution, outside these democratic
tnstitutions which we e so anxious to mtroduce and establish i this
country, 1 oask: -In this Counail prepared to support o motion which -
bhured upou an unconstitutional foundation hke thisr It strikes ot the
very root, the very essence, the spint of those democrntic institutions
upon which this Counctl s based wud which we  are s0  anxious to
extabhsh an this country. That s the firat objection, that it s undemo-
cratic; 1t s unconstitutional and as such it ought not to be supported ’
by this Counail,

Let us look at the matter from another point of view. Suppose vou
puss thix resolution, what will the public say?  Theyv will sav: Wf-a
thought as much. I meanvun enlmrgement of the powers and privileges
of some of the members of Council und it iv as much as we expected, [
ask the wyembers of the Legislativg Council whether they ure prepared to
lay themselves open to anindictment of this kind (** Hearsthear ),
which would be based upon  sound reason?  (Babu  Surendrs  Nath
Mallik : Question). I am entitled to have my say und I will not be
interrupted by auybody, not even by Bubu Surendra  Nath Mallik. I
put it to the members of thix Council whether they will ullow themselves
to be placed in a position where their conduct 1s linble to a misunder-
standing of this kind? The people will say: ** Oh, yes; they are out
for the expansion of their privileges ang this is only an Mlustration of is **
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What becomes of the prestige, the credit, the dignity of this Legislative
Council? We often hear of our electorates. I think Dr. Jatindra Nath *
Moitra said on aome occasion that he had a rakalatnama from his consti-
tuency. What will yvour electorates say, when they will find that they
are deprived o} their power of returning members to the districet boards®
Of csurse, the verygelectorates which return members to the Legislutive
Council return members to the district boteds, and you deprive your
electors of the power of returning members to the board, because once
they are returned as members of the Legislative Council, they become

* er-officio members of the district board. Thus, you deprive them of the
right whick they enjoy ag present, a constitutional right which it is your
busineas to safeguard, T would not be a party to it and I woulild not have
(GGovernment to accept it.  Carry this resolution if you like against the
Government. You think Gevernment will he coerced, but Government
will not submit to it (** Hear, hear **), , Our mstifutions are ull derived
from the institutions of Englund. #ma anybody eves heard of @
riember of Parlinment being ulso rpeo facto o member  of w County
Council 1 hawe neversheard of it.

My friend, Babu Nitya Dhon Mukherjee has supported this resolution :
but he has done it 1 n very disinterested way, and let me point out his
unselfishness in this mptter. This resolution recommends that all who
ard members of this Council ure to be er-oficro members of the district
bourds.  Why not members of the muniayplities also? 1 weuld add o
tider that all members who represent Caleutta, whether théy be members
of the Corporation or not, if they ure members of this Council, must alro
be members of the Corporation ' Hear, hear ™). T am sure the
members of the Corporation here will rexent u thing of that kind.  They
would resent it us an invasion of the constitutional rights of the Corpora-
tion, and 1T am here ax the Member of Government to guard the constitu-
tional rights of the distiict boards. T therefore oppose this resolution
and I trust that the gentlemen, who have spoken and supported it after
hearing me and in view of the grave constitutionul ixsues which are to
at stuke, will decline to go into the lobby with my friend the mover whao,
I am afraid, seeks to mislead and misguide us.

Dr. JAFINDRA NATH MOITRA: From what 1 have heard from the
opposers of this resolution, it seefs to me that their opposition is based
on a technical difficulty  But my resolution definitely states that steps
be taken to give effect to this resolution. The Government know what -
changes ar® to he mande. No rules are unalternble und the rules and
regulations are often changed to suit the needs of the people.  Sir, what
is the function of the district board? T« it not included in the functiona
of the Legislative Council to some extent? After all, party considera-
tiuns did not actuate me to bring forward this resolution. I felt the need
and usefulness of our connection with the distrigt begrds. T am convine-
ed. that much good will come out if this resolution is, given effect to
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(“ Hear, hear ’*). Tt has been argued that it will take away the demo-
? cratic character of the district boards. But if my resolution be given
effect 1o, it will provide some-seats in the district boards for the elect:d
members of the Legislative (‘ouncil like myself, whom you have, so far,
not found 1o be sacrificing the interests of the country for the sake of his
private gain (‘‘ Heur, hear ’). However, on the gther hand, the elec-
tion to the Legislative Council will be more thorough and abler men will
be returned to this Council for the very sake of getting efficient members
for the district boards also. 1f you allow the Civil Surgeons and in some,
cunes other (overnment officers to be er-officio members of district boards,
do you think thut the members of the Legislatiye Council will be less effi-
cient than them and will be more subordinate to the wishes of the Govern-
ment? (‘' Hear, hear ’’). T deny that allegation and I will not with-
draw my resolution. ¢

The motion was put and a division taken with the following result :—

AYES.

Ahmed, Maulvl Raf Uddin. Khan, Maulvl Md. Rafque Uddin,

Ahmed, Mauivl Yakulinuddin, Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman.

Abmad, Mr. M. X Makramall, Munshl.

Ahmed, Munshl Jatar. Malllk, Babu burendra Nath.

All, Mr. Sysd Erfan. Meltre, Dr, Jatindra Nath.

All, Munshi Amir. Mukharjl, Professar §. C.

All, Munahl Ayub. Mulliok, Babu Nirods Sehary.

Arhamuddin, Maulvl Xhandahar, Nasher, Babu Hem Chandra.

Barma, Rel Sahtb Panchanan. Pahlewan, Maulvi Md. Abdw Jubbdar.

Bhattachar)l, Babu Hem Chandra. Ray, Kumar Shb Shekhareswar.

Bose, Mr. 8. M, Rey, Babu Jogendra Krishna.

Choudhurt, Babu Kishorl Mehan. Ray, Mr. Bljoy Prosad Singh.

Ohaudhurl, Babu Tankenath, Rey, Ral Bahadur Lallt Mehan Singh.

Chaudhuri, Ra! Harendranath. Salam, Khan Bahadur Abdus.

Das, Babu Shismadev, Sarkar, Babu Jegesh Chandra.

Huq, Mauivl Ekramul Sarkar, Babu Rishindra Math.

Khan, Maviv! Hamid-ud-din, Sinha, Babu Surendra Harayan.

NOES.

Ahmed, Khan Bahadur, Mauv| " Kerr, the Hen'ble Nr. 4 W,

Ahmaed, XKhan Bahadur, Mauivl W, Khaitan, Babu Devi Prasad.

Banerjea, the Hen'bie Sir Surendra Nath. | Lang, Wr. & .

Rasy, Babu Jatingra Nath. Law, Raja Reshes Case. '

Blss, Mr. K. & ' Mitter, the Men'ble Mr. P, 0.

Chawdhuri, the Hen'ble the Nawab Salyld Pugh, Colonel A. 4.

Mawab All, Xhan Bakadur. Rahim, the Man'die Sir Abd-wr.

T Oes, Mr. 8. R. Rey, Raja Maniiell Dingh.

Duval, Mr. N. P. . Spry, Mr. M. &. ]

Frenoh, Mr. F. C. Stephonsen, Wr. M. L.

Ghose, Ral Bahadur Jegondra Chunder. . Suhrawardy, Or. Hassan.

Cecde, Mr. 5. W. Swan, Mr. 4 A L

Nophyne, Mr. W. 8. Walih, Mr. C. P

Nuntingterd, Nr. 0. T. Whesier, the Hon'ble Sir Nenry.

Manivl Abdul . WMM, ur. w. G

Kartm, Mawvi Faral,
The Ayes being 44 and the Noes 30, the motion was carried.
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Cadastral Survey and Settlement Operations.

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ABDUL JUBBAR PAHLOWAN: * This
Council fecommends to the Governmesnt that the cadastral survey and
settlement operations be postponed <o long as the financial couditions of
the province do not improve.”

I think everyofle of us in this Council, either vilicial or non-official,
must admit that the present financial condition, of the province are as
bad as they could ever be und that therefore additional taxations are going
to be imposed on the poor people. T am alwavs opposed to taxation and
unnecessary expenditure, and the «adastral amivey und  settlement
upergtiou?;, which are nbw going on in some districts, are not so useful
that Government are not in n position to avoid them. Y submit that it will
be wise for the (Governmeng vot to hurden the people with fresh taxation
at the present moment as this will give a hanlle to the non-co-operators
who go about and preach that by the present adunnistintion, the peopls
are going to be poorer and poorer, and so 1 think Government should
at least postpone these pperations unti! the financial conditions improve.
It might be said that a lurge number of  officora have already  been
appointed and that if the opcrations are now postponed they would be
thrown out. I submit that Government should have thought of the poor
tax-payers prior to the consideration of ity servunts and so I appesl to
the Government and to the Council to accept my resolution and to give
effect to it.

Raja RESHEE CASE LAW: There can be no doubt that the object
with which this resolution has been moved is a lnudable one, as the cadas-
tial survey and settlement operations entail a good deal of expenditure
upon the landlords, tenants und the Government, and all of them feel o
severe strain upon their purses on account of the present economie and
finane:al conditions of the province. But the remedy proposed by the
resolution will be worse than the disease, if it be given effect to ats full
extent. Lots of mouey have alrendy been expended by all the parties
concerned duriug the progress of the survey and settlement operations,
not to speak of the trouble which they have undergone in their atempt
to prove their right, title and interest. 1If the operations therefure be
pestpoged indefinitely, as there is no certainty when the conditions of the
provinee will improve, then all the troubles and ull the exponditure that
have already been incurred will go fur nothing, and when the operations
will be resumed, the settlemnent officers will have to tread the same
ground ofer again from the very beginning, ay in the meantime there
would be considerable change in the rights and ownerships of the lunds by
inheritance and trunsfers by sale, gift, mortgage, etc. Hence there
would be a severe loss both to the landlords and tenants, and the lubours
of the previous settlement officers will be of no practical use. Under the
circumstances, it would be better if the resolution pe accepted in a modi-
figd form, and that is, not to commence cadastral suryey and settlement



192 SETTI,E‘MENT OPERATfONs. {23sp Fes.

operations where they have not already begun, but only sanctioned, till

**the financial conditions of the province improve, but where the operations
have slready commenced, they should not he kept in abéyance. 1
should therefore support the resolution if it be uccepted in this modified
form.

The Hon'ble Mr. J. H. KERR: Iu the absence, through a regret-
table accdent, of the Hon’ble the Muaharnjadhirdja Bahadur of
Burdwan, 1t has fallen to me to  deal with this resolution. 1 have
perhaps some qualificutions for discussing this matter because I spent
seven years of my hfe in the Settlement Department and T can thoroughly
appreciate what the effect would be if effect were g ven to this resdiution.
The Couneil  last March, by a lirge  majoricy passed after a lengthy
dincussion a motion which mdicuted that in fieis opinion the programme
of the prepuration of the record-ot-nights in Bengal should be carried out
as quickly as possible and should not be stopped  Since then we have
had our financial disappointments, and oue of the things that I most regret
about the financinl stringeney 1w that it compelled nie to propose to
Government that the programme of the Settlement Department should be
cut down by half. 1 made that proposal after discussing the <ituation
in great detail with the Director of Lund Records, and we came to the
conclusion that while it was teasible to curtml the operations to that
entent, it would be absolutely impossible to stop them altogether with the
hope of resuming them when finuneral conditions inproved.  The effect of
stopping the  operatins temwporarily  would ndeed he  sertous. It
would mean that we should have to diseharge the whole of our skilled
survey staff, thus involving us 1 very  considerable  liabilities  for
compensutory pensions, becatuse these men heing highly skilled druw
fuirly high sates of pav.  Apart from the <uvey staff, we  have the
settlentent staft, mostly temporaes men 1t s true and not  entitled to
pensions, bat T st entitled to seme considerntion at the hands of
this  Council.  The number of  kanungoes at present  employed in the
Settlement Department i< 2% and the number of elerks and  peshkars
LR and  the number  of amins about 2,000, Now, 1t would be a
serious  matter to turn these  trnned men out inte the street—serious
not only for the men themselves but also for the Settlement Department
and for the Government because it would take a lonr time if after an
interval of a few vears the settlement operations weve resumed, to collect
u staft of that kind again and to train them. It woull take o very long
time before the ataff could be as efficient in its work a« the fresent staff
is. So I say that it would be false cconomy to stop the settlement opera-
tions from the point of view of Government and it would be verv unfor.
tunnte from the point of view of those men whom we have trained and
given employment to with every reason to suppose that they wonld receive
similur employment for many vears to come. 1t would be a great hard-
ship on thess mex to turn them out.

t
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Then again the effect of stopping the settlement operations on the
general administration would he serious. Those who are serving on,,
the Committee appointed to consider the amendment of the Bengal Ten-
ancy Act will. T am sure, support me  when 1 aay that all  our most
valuable infoymation comes fiom the settlement officers.  They alone
can_give us definite information as to the  state of relations  hetween
landlords and ten#its in difierent parts of the provinee and us to the
mannper in which proposals for the amendment of the law will nftect land-
lords and tenants in particular areas. [ say it would be a’great misfor-
tune for Government and the administration and for the landlords and
tenants of this Presidency if tliese settlement operations were stopped.
That _is particularly the case in connection with the operntions which
have .just heen  started i1 the Raphahi Division and in - Northern
Bengal regarding which we  have at present remarkably hittle informa.
tion in respect of the state ot relations between Jandlords and tenants.
Then a further pomt 1s if we accept the resalution and stop the wttle
mert operations now, we should lowe u’] the money we bave laid out in
Pubna, Bogra, Pirbhum and Khulna. Those diciticts are not vet ready
for recovery operations and it is obvious that «f ve stop the preparation
of the record-of-righta for three or four vefiea, the whole work will have
to be gone over again and we could not expeet the landlords and tenants
to pay for the work that has been earried out yp to date. Ax o matter
of fact the arrangements that have been made for curtailing the settle-
ment programme will mesndt rext vear in as luree aosum being colle ted
in the matter of recovery of settlement coste ps will be «pent on extendmg
the operations: that is to sny, the net cost of settlement operntions to
Government next vear will be nothing at all. So T cluim that in this
unavordable and regrettable financial stringeney, in this unavoidable and
regrettable curtailment of settlement operations, we have, as a matter
of fact, proceeded on the most economieal hnes possible. This parti-
cular resolution would lead to grreat loss to Government, to the admin-
istration and to all who are interested in tenancy questions, It would
lead to grave injustice and hard<ship to the lirge trained staff that we
are employing, and I trust that the Council will decline to necept this
propnsul.

. Mll‘lli MUHAMMAD ABDUL JUBBAR PAHLOWAN: After
hearing the Hon'ble Member I think T should withdraw the resolution,
and so I ask the permission of the Council to do o

The motion was {then, by leave of the Council, withdrawm.

Withdrawal of resolution,

The follow ing resolution standing in the name of Babu Indu Bhushan
Dutta was, in the absence of the member, deemed to he withdrawn ;—

*“ This Council recommends to the Government thet the minimum
age-limit for the Matriculation examination of ti# Calcutta University
'Y -
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be fixed at fifteon years on the 1st March of the year in which the exam-
ination is held and that this rule be introduced from the currenmi
year "’

"

Improvement of sanitary condition of villager,
Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: T move that * chis

(‘ouveil recommends to the GGovernment that a committee consisting of
12 members to be elected by the Council by the single transferable vote
be appointed to recommend practical measures for the improvement of
the sanitary condition of villages and supply of good drinking water
and to devike wuvs and means for carrving oyt such measu.en imme-
diately.” -

I move (his resolufion beeanse one year and more have elapsed since
this Council was conktituted and we came 10 here with high hopes of
progress and amelioration of the conditions of the peaple of this country.
If there were no such  hopes, 1 for one  would never have thought of
coming here.  But during tiw lusi yvear I find that nothing has vet leen
done, and T do not know whether during our témure of office here any-
thing good will accrue to this country. We have passed resolutions
after resolutions but nothing has yet been dime. Tt i< in our power
only to pass zesolutions, but it is for the executive to give effect to
them. Of course, the financeinl difficulty is in our way. T do not for
a moment think that our Minister, Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea, ia not
anxious like myself that something should he done for improving the
sanitary conditions of this eountry, but in despair T ask, what has heen
done? T therefore move this resolution that a committee be appointed
to consider the whole matter and to devise ways and means, but if T find
that our Minister has taken nmple measures or is going to take ample
measures | shall be satisfied  But as 1 am not vet satisfied that be has
done anything 1 move this 1esolution.

The Hon’ble 8ir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I think I had
better reply now for the simple reason that an explanation from me will
probably satisfy my friend, and possibly he will not preas his resolution.
My friend wants to know what has been done, and he has expressed some
little impatience at the fact that nothing has vet been done. 1 desire
ta point out that we have heen only one year in office and a year is hiot very
much in the life time of a Government or Minister, but we hase not been
idle during that year, and T think I shall be able, if T am asked, to pre-
sent to the House a record of work which I trust the House ~ill regard
as satisfactory, even in the matter of public health. We are framing
comprehensive schemes of anti-malarial operations for as many districts
as we possibly can. My friend will probably remember that I circularis-
ed the district boards asking them to hold conferences—diatrict conferen-
ces—for the purpose of formulating schemes of water-supply and anti-
malarial operstions, promising at the saame time that I would be present
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if equired. Well, T had the honour of being present at nine of these
district board conferences, and I think several district boards have snb—
mitted their schemes, and my Department is considering them.

The S#nitary Engineer and the Director of Public Health are con-
ferring in order to settle what schemes should be taken if hand, and 1
have just made inquiries to-day : they have nearly cqme to some defiuite
conflusion. Of comrse, for financing the schemes a*policy of loan will
be absolutely necessary. Therefore, as soon as these schemes are rendy,
I propose to lay them hefore the Legislative Council and ask the Council
to vote the money. It will be necessary to embark upon u loan policy
and if I get a loan I hope to be able to lay the foundation of a brond
and comptehensive campaign of anti-malarial operations. 1 hoape my
frien® will be satisfied. More than that I cannot say at the present
moment. Thus, we are doing some work and we hope to do more

With regard to water-fapply. the position is very much (he same.
The district boards were invited to submit schemee of anti-malarial
operations and also schemes for water-supply and they have done so in
reveral cases. It will be scen that we have worked on these fundamental
considerations aﬁ'm-ting'llm health of the province, because if we can
extend an adequate supply of pure water and grapple with malaria
1 think we shull have laid broad and deép the foundations upen which
the public health of the province depends. T hope und trust that my
friend after hearing this explanation will not press his mation.

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: 1 have heard Sir
Surendrn Nath Banerjea. So fur as we are concerned, we must to 8
certain extent rely upon our Minister and without him we can simply
pass ineflectual resolutions.  Therefore, we must wait till he formulates
his scheme and then 1t would be time for me to ask for a committee to
examine the scheme, and as Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea agrees to that,
1 withdraw my resolution.

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn.

Commercia! Institute, Calcutta.

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: 1 move that ‘' this Coun.
cil recdmmends to the Government that the (‘ommercial Institute in
Calcutta be raised to the status of a Commercial College for higher com-
mercial study up to (lommercial degree examinations with arrangements
for practigal training by apprenticeship in well-establighed firma recog-
nised by Government.”’

1 have been trving fnr some time to bring thin matter hefore the
Council, but somehow or other there bas been some delay. Tt is, 1

* understand, in the contemplation of (Government and there has been

some attempt for developing the Commercial Inwtitute which is now
conducted by Government in Bow Basar Street.® Laat year, when our
L] L]
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Minister in charge of the Department presided over the prize Duitrlbu-

, tion ceremony, he said—

A degree or dipluma no doubt loomed very large before the pupils who came in
esrhier days, and they felt disappointed not to find any provision for' these after
they had passedifrom here, but by this time they have come to realise that success
in business or the chance of preferment in business firms depends upon what they
¢an do ruther than upon what they p swess, for business men are business mgn at
the world over.

Later on he said—

I am aware that the improvement of the wnstitute is a matter of great mmpor-
tance  The accommadation, though central, leaves much to be desired  The Tech-
niral School which s to be ronstructed 1n Corporation Street 1s designed with a view
to 1ts ultimate development into a Technological Institate 1t may be that accom-
mdation can be found there for the Commercial Institute. The posmibility at any
rate will not be lost sight of  Again there 1w the question of the recruitment of a
Principal i England  This at present rests with the Secretary of State, but in view
of the (iffieulty which has been found 1o obtaining a Principal with the special train-
g and quahficationd roquired, 1 am now considering whether steps eannot be taken
to expedite matters  On the arrival of o Principal, [ propose, atter he has hod tiose
to get experience of the work, to go into the question of the future development and
expansion of the Immtuua

Se I understnnd that this (Government has dended that something
should he done.

The Culcutta I'nl\mmtv'prrmomd some time ago to appoint a Com-
mittee to formulate schemes for the arrangement of rommercial study
which it did und the report was submitted in March, 1918, But nothing
has been practically done.  Recently, an nrrangement has been made
in the Univeraity for post-griduate study in commerce, 1 veally fail to
understand why this arrungement was made but not the other ane, that
ix Jor the afhihation of certain institutions up to the B.A. «tandard.  In
the existing institution though the studentx are taught up to the I.A.
standurd, no such diploma s granted. It can be taken as a school 1m-
purting education in commerce up to the A, standard and if it can be
aftilinted up to the B.A. stundard a real improvement would be made in
the way of vocational education.  Nowadays it 1< admitted on all hands,
that vocational education ia of absolute necessity, but as i matter of fact
we have done nothing so far as this s concerned.

1 referred to the speech of the Hon'bhle Minister-in which it is stateq
that an attempt was being made to recruit a Principal from Englend ana
1 may submit that at the time it was arranged that a qualified Principal
beginning with a pay of Rx. 80X should be recruited. The qualifications
Inid down by the Government for the Principalship were thut he shoula
be a graduate of a British University and should bave specialized in
some way that will be useful to him ax the head of the only Government
inatitution providing commercial education in an important commercial
centre like Calcutta. ~ It was stated that he should, if possible, have haa
experience of commertial education in (Great Britain and have a know-
ledge of economics or nave had some actual experience in business. Thue
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it will be seen that 8 knowledge of economics and experience in busines
is specially laid down as being the kind of qualifications that the Princi.®
pal should possess. ‘

That was the arrangement made, but the Secretary of 8tate could not
find out any than of such qualifications and on such a pay and none has
beem appointed up, to this day. Subsequently Mr. Sen, who is now in
charge of the Commercial Tnstitute, was recommended to be appointed
Principal. Now in to-day's Englishman 1 sce an advertisement inviting
applications for the post of the Principal of the (fovernment Commercial
Institute, Calcutta, on I. E. 8. pay. For a candidate of non-Indian
domicile the initial salygy will he Rs. L0 niote or less according to
age, wnd will rise to Rs. 1650 or over, including allowances. i
candidate of Indian domicile is appointed the corresponding figures
will be Rs. 850 and Rs. 1800 1espectively.  The Principal will he re-
quired to lecture on some commercinl subject besides controlling the
Institute. He should have bad actual husiness experience in addition
to other general and specinl qualifications, and should preferably be a
Tnversity gradiite,  The appointment will be made by the Government
of Rengal. Here it will be noticed that he need not he o Univeraity
graduate.  That is to say what advantage we derive by appointing any
man of non-Indian domicile on a higher pae T fail to understand.  Op
the other hand, the amount provided for the appointment of such
Principal may be utilived aud Mr. Sen be appointed for the present to
be the Principul of the Tustitution and a third-year elass he opened ut
once with the help of two other officers who may be available in India on
Rs. 300 to 400 n month each. At present for the evening cluss iu the
Commercial Tustitute there are urrangements for teaching (1 outlines
of political economy, (2) bunking and currency, (M annuities and in.
surance, (4) mercantile law, and () aceountaney and anditing.,  But
there are onlyv two professors at present employed there.  Though there
is a provision for the appointment of thrée officers for teaching other
things, at present I think the mercantile law and accountancy and audit-
ing are tuught, but for other «uhjects there in money provided.  Tf that
amount be utilised in the existing institution at once a third-year class
can be opened for the furtherance of commercial study. At present
only some clerks are turned out. That iz not really the thing we want,
We want higher training in commerce. The Caleutta Tniversity Com-
mission’s recommendadion was that at present an inastitution up to the
1.A. standard might be opened, and subsequently when the students would
be coming up in large numbers higher training could be imparted up to
the B.A. standard. As the Calcutta University had already provided
for post-graduate study in commerce, T believe the T'niversity is now
prepared to recommend any inatitution if the Government be willing to
provide for necessary funds and in this case, as I waid, it will not be a
veory costly scheme for (Jovernment. For openingea B.A. clama | think
amy such smount as was proposed last year for the appointment of the

- 14
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o, Principal would be quite enough and the whole amount may not be
necessary because an increment of Rs. 200 or 300 to Mr. Sen would be
quite enough to induce him to accept the responsibility of the-Principal
and to other lectures who might he appointed on Rs. 700 to 800. 8o far
as the third-year class is concerned, we need not wait for long and the
special arrangement for building a suitable house need not be made at
present. T helieve that there is an amendment proposed by
M1. Khaitan on this subject. T think the Marwari community will he
very anxious to encournge such an institution, and T hope and trust with
their co-operation and axsistance this can be made a success, and Bengal
might bhe greatly henefited hy the arrangement of vocationalveducation
for which in Calcutin there is not very sufficient arrangement for the
youthful generation to earn a decent livelihood by taking to commercial
enterprise.

For these reasnns, T think the proposed arrangement will be consider-
ed by GQovernment and the arrangement for appointing another man on a
higher pay without insisting upon the qualifications for which the
arrangement was previously made, T mean merely n highlv-paid officers’
appointment, should not be considered enough and the existing arrange-
ment might be utilised with the lelp of the officers suggested at a very
moderate expenditure. A third-vear class might now be opened and
that to the existing clnac examination the curriculum for T.A. exnmifa-
tion might be added.  That will he <ufficient for our present purposes
nnd next year further necessary arrangements might he made for open-
ing a fourth-vear rlass and further accommodation might be provided.
After the recommendation by the Caleutta TTuniversity, the Government
of India was willing to do something and if the existing institution could
be recognised then as an institution for imparting eduecation up to the
I. A standnrd the B.AL clnsses might have been opened by this time.  'The
ohject of materinlising the institution up to the B.A. standard could be
accomplished but unfortunately that has not been done. In Dacca, a
heginning has been made, and T understand a larger number of studente
flock there and manvy had to come away disappointed for want of accom.
modation. At Berhampore, T believe, the Maharaja of Kasimbazar
opened an institution, but it could not go on for want of sufficient en-
couragement from Government. T understand now in the Commercial
Institute nhout 700 to 800 students are admitted annually. Every vear
many students come for admission and my infor.nation i« that a large
number of studenta is rejected for want of accommodation. The Svden-
hawm College at Bombay is n very costly arrangement and it is not posai-
ble for many to take that advantage. My suggestion is that Govern-
ment should reconsider the appointment of a highlv-paid officer or
Principal and abandon that idea for the present, and Mr. 8en who T
understand was found competent by the members of the existing hoard
and who war actnally recommended for the Principalship some time ago
and who has been working here for the last 11 years may be appointad
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to the post. Te is an M.A. in economics and the institution will be
benefited by his appointment. While it was a part of the Presidency
College abeut 200 students used to get instruction there; at present about
700 to 800 get their instruction and there is every possibility of develop-
ing this instith#on. If Government would be kind enough to make a
veryemoderate grant, the institution might gradually develop.

With these words, I submit the proposal for the acceptance of the
House. .

Babu DEVI PROSAD KHAITAN: I um grateful to Babu Kishor
Mohan Chsudburi for hgving brought this subject before this Huouse.
The amendment that 1 am moving 1 that the words ** aflilinted to the
Calentta University ™ be inserted after the word ** College ' and that
the following words be addedat the end, viz., ** and that the said Univer-
rity be given option to include the same as a part of its teaching depart.
ment.””  The resolution as amended would read like this: ** This (‘oun.
cil recommends to the (Government that the Commercial Institute in
Celeutta be raised to the mtatus of a Commercinl College affiliated to the
Calcutta University for higher commercial study up to commercinl degree
examinations with arrangements for practical traiming by upprentice-
ship in well-established firus recognised by Government and that the
said University be gived option 1o include the same as a part of its teach-
ing department.”’ .

'

The condition of our provinee is well known. There is o great deal
of unemployment. Tn the recent debate that took place in Parlinment
on the 14th of this month, the Secretary of State in the courne of the
detate rard--

India was highly taxed, prices too were very high and the population was very
poor. The only cure was the development of the industrial and agncultural
resources of India in order that people might become nicher

Sir, every word of 1t ix ubsolutely correct, except that there is a
alight omission there.  Te ought to have stated the development of the
induatrial and agricultural resources of Indin and the commerce of the
country. In order to improve and develop the commerce of the country,
it is desirable that the people of this province should be educated in
comercg; and although commercial edueation is not the only necessary
factor for the development of commerce, vet it will he recognised that
it in one of the essential factors. Bombay ha« already got at least two
colleges of Commerce—the Sydenham College of Commerce and the
Inatitute of*Commerce and it must he known to alinost every member
of this House that bath the colleges are progressing very ratisfactorily
Tt is rather a matter of disgrace that, although we talk ro much of the
improvement of commeree and the establishment and imparting of com-
mereial education, we have at present no commerrial college whatroever,
An has been stated. the Commercial Inatitute, thap is at present heing
cogducted in Calcutta. ix merely a manufacturer of clarks rather than

14 4
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of persons who take an independent charge of commercial houses and
cau run commercial business on their own initiative. This is what is
desired. There are some schools in this province which want to give
commercinl education in the school ecarriculum; and although the
University has adopted a scheme whereby commercial education could
be imparted at schouls, vet the schools cannot do 80 by reason of the
fact that, after passing the Matriculation examination, there is no
institution whatsoever to which students can go for advanced study in
commerce. It is verv desirable, Sir. that the Commercial Institute
that is at present run 1in Caleutta by Government, should be raised to *
the status of a Commercial College.  Then, Sir, the questjon comes
for consideration ax to where the expenses are to come from?  It,is well
known that the Calentta University has at present framed a scheme for
commereinl edueation,  That scheme is satisfuctorv.  But the Caleutta
University, if it ix to run a separate college or a separate department
by itself for the commercial education of its students, ennnot find the
necessary funds.  Again Government cannot find the necessarv funds
for running an independent commercial college By amalgamating the
most important commoereial teaching department of the University with
this Commereial Tnutitute it mav be raiced to the status of a Com-
mercin]l College.  The amendment that T am moving does not make it
compulsory on the Tniversity to take it up. if thev cannot do it.  What
T aav {he Caleutta Universits has been doing a good deal in recent vears
in order to impart commercial edueation to student<, and there is ne
reason why thic Tnatitute <hould not be made over to the Calentta Umi-
versity, if they find that by amalesmating their own teaching depart-
ment with this Tnstitute they can run commercial course verv well  There
18 another ndvantape in the combination Tt i~ well known that if is
at present diffienlt to find ont teachers and professors for commereial
course in this country.  For some branches it will be necessary to bring
tenchers and professors from outside notwithstanding the faet what the
learned mover of the resolution has said that it i< not at all necessory
to bring in professors from outside to teach commereinl course. It is
a lamentable matter no doubt, but it i< a fuet that it has et to he
recagnised and that if commercial education has got ta he imparted,
teachers and professors on wome hranches have got to be hrought from
outside  Now if these two ave amulgamated the result will be that the
snme set of vrofessors will be ahle to teach from the first-vear class to
the post-graduate course and the teachers being under the guidanca of
the able professors hrought from outside will he hetter able to perform
their duties by reason  of experience.  Moreover., the Commercinl
College which will come into existence by such cambination can he run
on far sounder haxic with the minimum of expenditure and with the
maximum of more antisfactory and good resulte than what thev are at
present obtaining in the exirting commercial institute. and T hope and
trost that in these times when thers is so much talk of commercial and
L]
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industrial growth something substantial should be done to impart sound
education at least to some of our students who are very auxious to receive®®
such education.

The questlon of unemployment cannot be solved by simply creating
clerks and by’ creating posts in Government and municipalities.  There
¢ aclimit to all thpse. What is to be done? We must  develop our
commerce and indnstries—and that cannot he done as long as our young
men are net well trained in this branch. I hope, Sir, this resolution will
commeud itself not omly to the acceptance of this House but also of (Rov-
ernment.

"P" KISHORI MONAN CHAUDHURI: Tn view of what has fallen

from Mr. Khaitan. T aceept the amendment.

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDBRA RAY CHAUDHURI: 1 huave every
sympathy with the resolution and the nmendment and have no doubt
that the mover is prompted with very best motive. S8ir, my experience
in England and m lmhn teaches me that commerce cannot be taught in
colleges or schoftls. It éan only be learnt by upprenticeship in shops and
mercantile firms,  Training in commercial colleges make students
unfit for humble commercial life. Mr Khaitan wha comes from  the
Marwari community knows very well that the Marwari commercial men
dd not know anything about political economy nor they see any commer-
cial maps and charts nor read commercinl geography and yet® they are
captaing of commerce and industry T have seen in Manchester students
after getting their degree of B. Com. from the Munchester Universily
fail to find lucrative employment in the local mereantile firms.  Out of
a large number of these commerci] graduates only a few to my knowledge
succeeded in finding good emplovment.  In this country, T am afraid,
students after getting their commercial degree will try to seek employ-
ment under Government. I remember the cases of the agricultural
students who were sent from here to the Cirencester College in Fingland
and after they passed out from there very few took to agriculture as
profession but some of them entered  Government service as  Deputy
Magistrates and they thought that they had a special cluim on (fovern-
ment. We have ampngst us good commercial mugnates like Sir David
Yule, Kesho Ram Poddar, Mr. Madun and others—-they are the people
who know what commercial training is good for vouths and with whose
firms they ought to bg placed for commercial training. 1 think, Sir, the
whole business of commercial ednention should be in the hunds of the
Calcutta (®rporation. In England it is the Corporation with commercinl
mugnates as Councillors which has charge of commercial education and
these magnates admit pupils in their firms. As regards the Govern-
ment Commercial Institute which we have in Calcutta it turns out short-
hand writers and typists and aceountants and T know, Sir, from person-
al experience that its passed pupils cannot find ergployment in any Cal.
c}xth firms as responsible assistants because they learned nothing ahout
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practical business, except the art of shorthand and typing and account-
ancy. Unless these men serve as apprentices in a commercial firm they
can learn nothing about business and you cannot expect any firm to
employ themn an assistants either.

T sy that instead of the University, commercial eduedtion should be
taken over by the Calcutta Corporution and the Commissioners who are
connected with commerce and trade of this great mercantile city should
control commercial education.

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of ACRICULTURE AND
INDUSTRIES (the Hon'ble the Nawab 8aiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri,
Khan Bahadur): I am in agreement with much that has been said by
Babu Kishort Mohan Chaudhuri.  The necessity of impmviﬁ}g the
tiovernment Commercial Institute and of raising its status has long been
recognised by (tovernment. But it has alé$ been recognised that an
easentinl preliminary is the appointment of a fully qualified Principal.
It is now two years since this (tovernment moved the Secretary of State
to recruit a qualified officer for the post.  Some time ago the Govern-
ment felt that the matter could no longer be deferrég, and asked the
Secretary of State, if he were still unable to find a quahified candidate, to
allow us to select and appoint a Principal locally.  'We have just recerveu
his sanction to the adoption of this course, nnd steps are now heing taken
to fill the post.  The new Principal will require some time to study exist-
ing conditions, but 1 shall ask the Director of Industries to draw up as
soon as poasible, in consultation with the Principal, a compleote scheme far
the improvement of the Commercial Institute.  The question of affiliating
the Institute to the University and of the granting of degrees for Com-
merce will then receive full consideration. At present T have an open
mind on the subject. ©n the one hand, the Calcutta University Com-
mission thought that the time had not yet come for granting d;grnes:
on the other hand, circumstances have changed since the Commssion
wrote its report, and there is an undoubted popular demand for degrees
in Commerce. [ am therefore prepared to refer the matter of affiliation to
the expert advisers of (overnment.

As regards arrangements for higher training by apprenticeship in
recognised firms, a scheme for granting diplomss in accountaney has
heen prepared and is now under the consideration of Governme:.t, ) it is
proposed that upprenticeship in a recognised firm should be one condition
of the grant of such diplomas. The Council wil' recognise that this is
not a matter which can be settled finally by Government. Tt must be
arranged in consultation and co-operation with the firms. "I am, how-
aver, prepared to consult the Director of Industries as to the proposal.

As regards Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri’s suggestion that the
proposal to appoint a highly-paid Principal should be dropped, I must
oppose it with all the strength at my command. Government, Sir,
consider that the apnointment of a fully qualified Principal is an easen-
tial preliminary to any measures that may be taken for the improvemsnt
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of the Institute and in this view they ure supported by their expert
advisers and by the Governing Body of thy Institute. We do not Proge
pose any extruvagant scale of pay. The Principal will be recruited on
the scale of pay sanctioned for officers of the Indiun Fducational
Service. I do not think the Council will consider this excessive in the
casg of a post requiting very exceptional qualifications. I am therefore
strongly opposed to the proposal that the appointment of a fully quali
fied Principal should be dropped. The candidate selected, 1 mny wxplain,
if he is not a graduate, will be required to have practical experience of
business.

As regards the amendment proposed by Babu Devi Prosad Khaitan,
Iam not prepared to agree that the Institute should hecome part of the
teaching department of the University. Such a change should mean
a radical alteration in the charucter and objects of the Institute  The
aim of the Institute is to give a practical education in commercial subjects
which will it men for employment in the large commercial offices of (al-
cutta. Though we hope to effect great mprovements and to muse the
standard of ten‘zhing in’th(- Institute we do not propose to alter its
character. Our ain wall still be to turn out voung men  fitted for a
pructical commercinl life.  If the Commercial School formed part of the
teaching department of the University only students wha have abieady
graduated could join jts M.A. classes and the education given would
the main be a higher development of theoretical economics.  The Univer-
sity control of these subjects will mean the control of theorists, At
present the control is mainly in the hand< of practical men.  University
control will not help the students to openings in husiness. Tt will quali-
fy them rather for teaching economics and such wubjects than for practi-
cal commercial work.  We widh to turn out young men fitted for respon-
sible and well-paid posts in the commercinl world and to  secure  this
object it is necessary that the Inatitute should remain under the
Government and should not be made over to the University,

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I am glud that Govern-
ment have every sympathy for my proposal.  There is only  difference
as regarda the amendment proposed by my friend Babu Devi Prosad
Khaitan and Government do not accept it. Az regards my suggestion
that the appointment of outsiders us I'rincipal be nat approved, I say that
the geftleman now in charge of the Commercinl Inatitute should be
appointed as Principal, but on that point, Government is not prepared
to sccept my suggestlon.  As a matter of fact, that was only my sugges-
tion; in meality it is not intended in the resolution which I have moved;
there I simply say that the Institute may be further developed and
affiliated up to the B.A. degree and special arrangements may be
made to impart practical education in Government recognised firms. 1
say that up to the extent there is no practical difference between my.
self and the Government. I hope that it may be accepted without any
dificulty. As regards the amendment of Babu Ifevi Prosad Khaitan, I
. L]
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am prepared to accept it, but if (Jovernment object to it, it may be sepa-
rately dealt with; the sense of the Council may be ascertamed with
regard to it and action taken accordingly-

As regards the objection of Mr. Krishna Chandra Ray Chaudhun I
am sorry that he likes to go'huck and says that the existing institute
should be abolished altogether and some students or apprentices might be
gent round to some well established firms with premium paid by
(toverntnent or somebody else. I do not know how many boys can be
tuught in that way. Out of every 1, (0K} clerks now employed in com-
mereial firms in Caleutta, at least 50 per cent. are students coming out
from the Commercial Institute; if my information is correct this shows
that the institute un it iy now is not useless. Mr. Sen is the present
officiating Principal and he is well known to many; he is an M.A. and
was for some time a partner in the firm of Mpssrs. Jardine Skinner & Co.
Muny students of the Institute are doing well in independent commer-
cinl enterprises. If, under the existing arrangements, a majority of
clerks ure turned out, it is not the fault of Mr. Sen. He is fully pre-
pured to make arrangements for higher study  Tf he i thought com-
petent, he may be appointed as permanent Principal. T simply made
this suggestion, but I leave it entirely to the Bonrd of Studies or the
experts of the Government to constder, und about the conferring of
degrees, it is also for the Government to consider in consultation with
the University which v a part of Government artangements.  If any-
thing is to be done by the University, money must he supplied b\
Government ; so practically the Univercity 1< a Government department.
Experts or some other competent persons should  he tuken or some
bureau should be constituted to supervise the Commercial Tnstitute.

The Calcutia University Commission hud this matter under their con-
sideration. They recommended that a beginning should be made for
higher commercial courses in the Tnstitute; the Caleutta University also
came to the same conclusion. '

Mr. Chaudhuri’'s suggestion is to give up these enterprises and simply
to nrrange for turning out a few apprentices with some premium
advanced by the overnment or the Corporation. That ia a proposal
which the Council ought to seriously consider.  But on the desirability
of arranging for voeational education for the rising generation, I hcp;a
there is no difference of opinion.  How that can be achieved in'of course
a difficult question that we have to consider. The Marwari community
is very sympathetic with us in this respect; English commercial firme
alao are symputhetic.  Government should take the matter inwheir hands
and arrange for these firms to enrol apprentices to impart practical train-
ing. If we are to get commercial education, T believe theoretical educa-
tion is also necessary, and as to the pructical side, clarses may be held
for that sphere of the business also. Some information burean may
be set up, and the procedure of conducting business may be taught.
Arrangements for commercial enterprise should be made. I do not

a
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know what is the state of things in Buropean countries, whether they

have done away with commercial schools or institutions, and simply®
depend qp the apprentices in firms, I do not know. I am not fully aware
of that. So far as my information Roes, the Sydenham College of Com-

merce in Bombay was atarted in Bombay to give practical education in

copmerce. Whatever may be the decision of the Governtment, I hope

they should arrivk at it without further delay. A beginning should be

made at once, but if it ir to be done, it is for the experts to decide how to

do that, 1f Government accept my proposal.

The amendment of Babu Devi Prosad Khaitan was then put and lost.

The ariginal motion, of Babu Kishori Moban Chaudhuri was then put
andwarried.

Visiting staff of jails.

Dr, JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: I move that * thisx Councii
recommends {p the (fovernment that each elected member of the
Bengal Legislative Council be appointed an er-efficio member of the
visiting staff of all the jails lyving within his constituency.”

The recent aftuirs in several jails in Bengal huve heen the subject
patter of heated discussion in thes Council as well ns in the public plat.
form and the public press. We are all aware of the fact that almost
every constituency here has contributed to the large influx of the jail
population where all sorts ot pumishments were mflicted even on the
under-trial prisoners and the Jail Code was violuted in some cases by the
officers in charge. The people of the constituency nuturally expect tha.
their representatives in the Legislutive Council will move the higher
authorities to redress the legitimate grievances of the inmates of the juil.
But in 9 cases out of 10 the cleited membera of this Council whe are
mostly not personae grate  with the Government have not the
opportunity of visiting the Juils without the knowledge and pernnssion
of the Hon'ble Member in charge of Jatls, Granting that the Hon'ble
Member above alluded to grant the necessary permission, the member
so desirous of visiting the jail finds, on his arrival there, that better
yrrungements huve already been provided for.  On asking the conviet.
he is Bften times informed that the day previous to his arrival he did
not see such arrangement. 1 may cite u concrete example. On my
arrival at Faridpur ¥ wus informed by several non-co-operator prisoners
who are @ll gentlemen that they were getting radish leaves us their
vegetables for six days previous to my arrival and the dal wux nbsolutely
sickening. 1 tasted the food myself and asked the prisoners to do wo,
but to their amazement they found that the food hud a different fluvour
and different taste and different materials. 1 do not impute that the
Hon’ble Member in charge of Jails informed the officer of the jail
privately before the arrival of the visitors, but I de gay that the officers
L ]
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of the jail keep information of our movements so far as they are con-

~~erned and they arrange accordingly. Now it is idle to expect that
Government will yield to the general desire of the people to make the
people’s men the visitors of the jail, but Government should have some
regard for the honesty of the menibers of this Council. The members of
the 1egislative Council, however, feel it humiliating to ask the permisgion
of certain officers of Government for special permission each time they
wish to visit the juil, and further, it becomes impossible for any one to
make a surprise visit to find out the true state of affairs, which is very
necessary not only for the benefit of the people but salso for safeguarding
the good name of the Government. Tt is with this object in view that
I have brought this resolution for the kind consideration and accepfance
by the Council and T hope T do not ask this in vain.

The following amendment to the resolufion of Dr. Jatindra Nath
Moitra standing in the name of Mr. Tarit Bhuaan Roy was, in the absence
of the member, deemed to be withdrawn:—

* That in motion No. 79, after the word ¢ constituency ’ at the end,
the following be added, namely, .

* und that ench selected member for u Caleutta constituency be deemed
as such er-officio member of the visiting staffs in respect of any jail in
which political offenders convictel in Caleutta are imprisoned.” "’

Kumar S8HIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: [ nove by way of amend-
ment that motion No. 79 do take the following form, namely :—

* This Council recommends to the Government that non-official
members of the Bengal legislative Council be appointed es-officio
visitors of all the jails in the Presidency of Bengal

1 bad no great desire to take part in this dehate but when I saw the
resolutions tabled, T felt that all of them fell short of their mark. In my
amendment I want that all non-official members of this Council, whether
elected or nominated, should be made er-officio visitors of all the jails in
the Presidency of Bengal. Without meaning any reflection on any
bodv, T am constrained to say that the present mode of nominating non-
official visitors of the juils is not at all satisfuctory. The Commissioner
and hence the District Magiatrate has now the power of nominating such
visitors and the appointment is looked upon more as an honour, or dig-
nity, just as honorary magistracies, than as opportunities for real work.
And these dignities also have got to be secured by ingratiating one-
self into the good gruces of the local authorities. 1t is a matter of great
regret that we had long neglected the jails where our wafortunate
countrymen are lodged for their occasional iapses. Criminology had
never been  seriously  studied bere and  jails were only  regarded as
segregution campa for the morally diseased. A juit-sentence on a person
practivally tantsmounted to his civil death, for it was very difficult
for him to wet back into his former set. So n sentence of jail, instead
of baving any reformative effect on him, branded him for ever as a
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person to be avoided. There might be even some justification, though
I should say very poor, for such mentality and treatment. For formerie®
at least,in our country, it was quite diflicult to enter the portals of a
jail without some sort of moral culpability. But things have ohanged
now. A pdlicy of the Government has made, some of the otherwise
lawful acts, illegal and punishable with jail scutences. Men of the
highest ranks of our society, our friends and relatives have been put
into jailg for doing things which even a representative body like this
Council considers as perfectly justifiable. Even small boys have been
punished with jail sentences. These events have suddenly opened our
oyes: thy harrowing tales which these geutlemen bring home, the sad
sighgs which their fitends who go to visit tham witness, have unex-
pectedly brought home to us the extiemely unsatisfactory conditions
and absurdities that prevgil inside the jail walls  We have now learnt
that even respectable cultured people are flogged in the juils and punish-
ments unknown to the civilired world, are indulged in at the sweet will
of the jail authorities. We owe these revelations not to the ordinary
jail visitors, dut to & member of this Council who was patriotic and
humanitarian enough to take up the cause of the oppressed, boldly. No
doubt there are many visitors of the jails in Bengal, but they are mostly
local people, whose interest it is to be in the good booka of the local oflici.
als.  Local people, 1n most cases, dare not oppose any idiosynerasies,
whims and vagaries on the part of the local authorities. Even the
Tndian Jails Committee of 1914 had observed, in passing, the bad effects
of the visitors being and remaining personee grater with the authorities
in order to retain their dignity of a jail visitor. The demoralising effect
of the present system would be apparent from the lack of interest of the
non-official visitors of the jails. In the latest Juil Report we find that
in the vear 1920, only 240 visits were paid by about 225 local non-official
visitors amongst a total number of about 90 jails in the presidency. 8o
long we have tried this visiting of jails by local people and wa have seen
what interest they take in these matters. They seen to be quite watisfied
with what to them ia a mere ** honourable position.”’ [Perhaps their
indifference to the duties of their ‘‘ honourable poaition ’’ has been in-
dured in them for the reasons I have already mentioned, namely, their
depegylence on the local ofticials, their interest even to remain prrsone
grate with them. But with the members of the Council, it in expected
10 be otherwise. A member, say from Rangpur, can have no object in
ingratiating himself into the favour of the local authorities of aay
Burdwafl and if he happens to be there and has the autharity to visit the
jail, he shall be able to tackle the matter justly and fairly. No doubt,
we are sent to this Couneil by particular constituencies, hut when we are
here we must take interest in everything pertaining to our country and not
remain indifferent or silent when our particular constituencies are not
concerned. There are only about 115 non-officisl members of Council
.and an addition of this number to the list of jail visitors would not be
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much and would not in any way interfere with the work of the jail author.

Wties. For the Jail Committee itself says that no jail official save two
warders need accompany such visitors. Then, Sir, it does ngt at the
same time imply that all members would take to visiting the jails. 1
only ask for this privilege for ourselves so that those of us who are so in-
clined might take up this humanitarian work. We have already seen
how the receat visits to jails by some of the members of this Council,
through the courtesy of the Hon'ble Member in charge, have worked for
the amelioration of the jail conditions. The Indian Jail Committee had
fully recognised the beneficient influence of non-official jail visitors ana
had recommended an increase of their number. | T shall finish by read-
ing out to the House what they have said in this connection: — -

The existence of non-official visitors is specially valuable as supplying a training
ground where members of the public can obtain an‘insight into jail problems and
learn to take an intereat m prisons and prisoners. It is of great importance to create
such an nterest i the public mind and the appointment of aon-officials 18 one of the
bent methods of promoting this end.  Although, therefore, some of our witnesses
havee eriticined the system, we think it bas ondy to e erfended and v prared m
order to be productive of even greater advantages in the future than in the past.

I hope, Sir, that the amendment will be acceptable to the House.
At this stage the Council was adjourned for 15 minutes.

After the adjournment.

The Hon'ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: The question of appointing more
non-official visitors to the juils of Bengal is one which hus been engaging
the attention of the Government for some time. As a matter of fact,
there are at present four members of the Standing Committee for Jails
und Admimistration of Justice, who are elected members of this Couneil,
und they have heen given autbority to visit whichever jails they like.
I believe they have utilised this opportunity to some extent, but I do not
think they have been able to visit very many jails outside their own
districts or Calcutta. So far as these four gentlemen are concerned,
they have to deal with good many problems of the juils which are now
engaging the attention of the (Government. Tt is well known to this
House that both the Government of India and thix Government are deal-
ing with the Jails Committee’s report which occupies a very large volume,
and muny questions arise in connection with that report, and the Jails
Standing Committee are advising (Jovernment on them. So far as these
four members are concerned, whatever you call them, whether you cali
them er-oficia members or otherwise, they have got permnision from
Government to visit whichever jails they like and make whatever recom-
mendations they like. An regarde other mon-official members, to the
best of my knowledge, whoever has hitherto applied to Government or to
the Superintendents of Jails, or the Inspector-Gemeral of Prisons for per-
mission to visit any narticular jail, they have been granted that per-
misston. I know some members approached me, and they will bear me
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out that permission was readily granted to them, and I believe {his
has also been the case w.ith those gentlemen who applied directly o the
lnspectqr-General.of Prisons. T say therefore that no sort of difticulty
has been thrown in the way of any non-official visitors who desired to
acquaint themselves with the conditions prevailing 1w the juils.
Therefore, I can say to the House very coufidently, that so
far as Government is concerned, there is not the least dewire ou the part
of Government to shut out from the purview of the Council, the
conditions prevalent in the juils. In fact, we are ronsidering various
schemes for improving the jail administration, and | suy on behalf of
Governnjent that we intend to ask for the co-operation of all members,
all ggominent members’, of the public and also members of this Assembly,
to help the Government as far as possible with suggestions for imiprov.
ing our jail administratign.  For this purpose we are willing and eager
to allow those who want it every opportunity for visiting the jails. We
are not afraid of eriticism, even if this criticism at times is linble ty be
somewhat exaggerated, but this much I must paint out also to the Houne
that the visitors of juik have got certuin definite duties to perform; they
are expected to visit the juils of which they wie non-official visitors,
regularly, and the district magistrate would be expected to call meetings
of the jail visitors from time to time. T mean, the office of a non official
il visitor is not metely an honorary one in the sense that he may drop
in casually and see how things are going on and form some sort of im.
pression; he is expected to go into the jail, question prisoners, see what
sort of food they nre given, see what sort of punishmentn are inflicted,
and whether the punishments inflicted are proportionate and alwo see
whether they are recorded in the register kept for the purpose.  There are
theve and other definite duties assigned to the non-officiu]l visitors ot
the jail. Then you must remember that whenever any non-official visit.
or or any other visitor visite a purticular jail. the jnil officials are expect.
ed to give them every facility for the discharge of their dutien, They
have to provide sttendants for them. they have to provide a guard for
them, take them to any part of the jail they want to go to, and assist
them in every possible way in foming to a right conclusion ux regnrds the
conditions prevailing there. What therefore T propoce on behalf of
Boverment is that we should give everv member of this House, who i«
really anxious to help in the jail administration, every opportunity to
hecome a visitor to she jail, but we are not prepared merely to have anv-
body nhd.m-or_\'lmd\'. whether he takes anv interest in jail administration
or not, declared a visitor of every jail in the province er-offirio, that
i« merelv by virtue of the fact that he is a member of the Couneil,
With respect to those members of the House, who supported this reso-
lution, T must point qut that it would be as unreasonable for a member
of thisx House to sav, that by virtue of his office an a membor
of the Legislative Council, be is entitled t+®inspect, wherever he
-
L ]
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happens to be, any jail, as to say that he is entitled, by virtue of
¥ office, to inspect every school, every hospital and every court
that is in the province. That is not a reasonable propositien. Bui
it is perfectly reasonable that those who are desirous of doing
something to help the administration and to introduce ifiprovements
in the jails, should have opportunities for doing So. I may tell
the House, for instance, that we have got a very considerable number
of proposals for introducing religious teaching in and educating the in-
mates of the jails. Those are questions which are engaging the attention
of the Government and for that purpose it is necessary for
(Jovernment to secure the help of the public as far as possible. I think,
therefore, the proposition put forward by Kumar Shib Shekhareswan®ay
iv foo wide; it really can serve no useful purpose, but L accept the prin-
ciple of the proposition underlying the resolution moved by Dr. Jatindra
Nauth Moitra that epportunities should be given to those members of this
House, who want to inspect a jail, to do so. 1 am therefore prepared
to aceept the resolution if it is amended in the following way:—

** That this Council recommends to the Goverament that non-official
members of the Bengal Tegislative Council be appointed visitors of a
jail or a sub-jail lying within their constituencies. provided that such
members are resident within their constituencies and are willing to
undertake the duties of a visitor of a jail: and that the number of suckh
members to be appointed as visitors be ordinarily two for a central jail,
one or two for a distriet jail, and one for a sub-jail.”’

T can also assure the members of this House that if this does not give
opportunities to everv member to be a non-official visitor T on behalf of
Government shall be prepared to appoint them by rotation. so that every-
body gets a chance of being a visitor in his turn.

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY! May 1 inquire what will

huppen to the special electorates?

The Hon'ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: T dn not think they will come
under this, but on behalf of Government T am willing to give them also
a chance if any of them want to be visitor.'! But T do not want on hehalf
of Goavernment to necept any proposition which would authnrise a man
living in Birbhum, to he a non-official visitor of a jail, sav, in Comilla or
Chittagong ; that can serve no useful purpose.  All that T am anxioun is
to give permission to those who are willing to do son.e practical work for
the welfare of the jail population. If thic amendment be acpehted it
will not prevent the appointment of other members who may come for-
ward to help in improving the jail administration, and as far as T am
concerned, T am anxious to have the co-operation of such members. If
the mover of the resolution accepts this, T think it will meet his object.

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: The xerv resannahle
proposal made by 8ir Abd-ur-Rahim should be accepted by the movers of
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these resolutions. He has gone to the utmost limit of concession that
could be made. If that does not satisfy my friends, I am afraid nothing
will satisfy them. Sir Abd-ur-Rahim has asked us to remember that

there are certain duties which the visitors have to perform; they have to

meet in comthittee meetings, they have to pass resolutions, and if my

friend Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray’s resolution is pussed, everyane

of us here have to be visitors and will have to go to meetings which m.igh!

be held i Chittagong. That is a porposal which seems to me very un-

reasonable. What Sir Abd-ur-Rahim has proposed is the utmost we can
get. We, for ourselves, propose to get many things; but we shall never
get themy, We want digtrict board membership; we want to get a visit-
orshig to the jails, and we want Rs. 3,000 a year as salary later on we
might demand half the kingdom and the king's daughter!

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: Jokes and levity apart, T do not
think that it is quite correct to say that every visitor to the jail has got to
attend meetings called by the District Magistrate. 1 have been a visitor
to a jail for some time, and T have never been called upon to attend any
meeting. My friend over there ix still u visitor, and has been one for
over two vears, and he has never been called upon-—

The Hon’ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: May 1 explain®? 1 wus referr-
ing to the proposals of the Jail Committee which are being considered
by the Government.

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK:! These are meant only for the
official and not for the non-official visitors who do not count ; this is just-
ice. (A voice: *“* No.””V  All the same, T think the sugpestion of the
Hon’ble Member in chuige of Jails is exceedingly satisfuctory, and ne
objection can be taken to it.  If we want to see the jails, he is willing to
give usa every opportunity. It is no good being a visiting member of the
Chittagong Jail : T do not want to be one; I cannot do justice to the work
even if I wanted; therefore, T think it is best that the rule should he that
any member of thizx Council who expresses a desire in writing to the
Hon'ble Member, to be a visitor of a particular jail, which is near hir
lionge or which he may conveniently visit may be appointed, and every
facility given to higm; that is why T say that the Hon'ble Sir Abd-ur.
Mnhimes proposal is one which commends itself to our acceptance. Afte:
what the Honble Sir Ahd-ur-Rahim has pointed out, I think it is gooc
that Government shqguld do this hecause it is to credit of the (Fovern.
ment to allow people to go and see what thinga are being done there, anc
it might afso be of use in contradicting mischievous rumours which might
be stated againat jail administration in any particular area.

I am thankful to the Hon’hle Member for permitting me to visit the
Kidderpore Jail; I brought things to his notice and T must any with the
greafest possible gratitude that these grievances were removed without
any delay. T therefore think that my friends, the movers of the resolu.
tion and the amgndments, will find that this will serve our purpone very
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happens to be, any jail, as to say that he is entitled, by virtue of
s office, to inapect every school, every hospital and every court
that is in the province. That is not a reasonable propositien. But
it in perfectly reasonable that those who are desirous of doing
something to help the administration and to introduce improvements
in  the jails, should have opportunities for doing so. T may tell
the House, for instance, that we have got a very considerable numbher
of proposals for introducing religious teaching in and educating the in-
mates of the jails. Those are questions which are engaging the attention
of the Government and for that purpose it is necessary for
(Government to secure the help of the public as far as possible. I think,
therefore, the proposition put forward hy Kumar Shib Shekhareawar Ray
iv ton wide; it really ean serve no useful purpose, but Laccept the prin-
viple of the proposition underlving the resolution moved by Dr. Jatindra
Nath Moitra  that opportunities should he given to those members of this
Tlouse, who want to inspect a jail, 10 do so. T am therefore prepared
to aceept the resolution if it is amended in the following way:—

*“ That this Council recommends to the (Government tuat non-official
mombers of the Bengal Legislative Council be appointed visitors of a
jail or a sub-jail lying within their constituencies, provided that auch
membera are resident within their constituencies and are willing to
undertake the duties of a vicitor of a jail: and that the number of sucl
members to be appainted ag visitors be ordinarily two for a central jail,
one or two for a distriet jail, and one for a sub-jail.”’

T can nlso assure the members of this House that if this does not give
opportunities to every member to he a non-official visitor T on behalf of
(overnment shall be prepared to appoint them by rotation, so that every-
body gets a chance of being a visitor in his turn,

Kumar 8HIB SHEKNARESWAR RAY: May I inquire what will

happen to the special electorates?

The Hon'ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: T do not think they will come
under this, hut on behalf of Government T am willing to give them also
a chance if any of them want ta be visitor. But T do not want on hehalf
of Goavernment to accept any proporition which would authorize n man
living in Birhhum, to be a non-official visitor of a jail, aav, in Comilla or
Chittagong ; that can serve no useful purpose.  All that T am anxious is
to give permission to thoas who are willing to do son.e practical work for
the welfare of the jail populntion. Tf thix amendment be agpebted it
will not prevent the appointment of other members who may come for-
ward to help in improving the jail administration, and as far as T am
concerned, T am anxious to have the co-operation of such members. Tf
the mover of the resolntion accepta this, T think it will meet hix objeet.

Rai JOCENDRA CMUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: The verv ressonable
proposal made by 8ir Abd-ur-Rahim should be accepted by the movers of



1922.] . VISITING STAFF OF JAILS, a1

these resolutions. He has gone to the utmost limit of concession that
could be made. If that does not satisfy my friends, I am afrnid nothings®
will satisfy them. Sir Abd-ur-Rahim has asked us to remember that
there are certain duties which the visitors have to perform; they have to
meet in comiittee meetings, they have to pass resolutions, and if my
friend Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray's resolution is pussed, everyone
of us here have to be visitors and will have to go to meetings which might
be held ig Chittagong. That is a porposal which seems to me very un-
reasonable. What 8ir Abd-ur-Rahim has proposed is the utmost we can
get. We, for ourselves, propose to get many things: but we shall never
get them , We want district bonrd membership; we want to get a visit-
orshig to the jails, and’we want Ra. 3,000 a yveur as salary later on we
might demand half the kingdom and the king's doughter!

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: Jokes and levity apart, T do not
think that it is quite correct to say that every visitor to the jail has got to
nttend meetings called by the District Magistrate. T have been o viaitor
to a jail for some time, and I have never been ealled upon to attend any
meeting. My Priend over there is still u visitor, and has been one fur
over two vears, and he has never heen called upon--

The Hon’ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: May | explain® 1 wax referr-
ing to the proposals of the Juil Committee which are being considered
by the Government.

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK!t These are mennt only for the
official and not for the non-official visitors who do not count; this s just-
ice (A voice: ** No.”’} All the same, I think the auggestion of the
Hon'ble Member in churge of Jails is exceedingly satisfactory, and ne
objection can he taken to it.  If we want to see the jails, he is willing to
give us every opportunity. It is no good being o visiting member of the
Chittagong Jail; I do not want to be one; I cannot do justice to the wark
even if T wanted ; therefore, ] think it is best that the rule should he that
anv member of this Council who expressen u desire in writing to the
Hon’ble Member, to be a visitor of a particular jail, which is near his
Liouse or which he may conveniently visit may be appointed. and every
facility given to himn; that is why T aay that the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-
Hnhimis proposal is one which commends itself to our acceptance. After
what the Hon'ble Sir Ahd-ur-Rahim haa pointed out, I think it is good
that Government shquld do this beenuse it is to credit nf the Govern-
ment to allow people to go and see what things are being done there, and
it might afso be of use in rontradicting mischievous rumours which might
be stated against jail administration in any particular area. .

I am thankful to the Hon'ble Member for permitting me to viait the
Kidderpore Jail; I hrought thinga to his notice and I must say with the
greafest possible gratitude that these grievances were removed without
any delay. T therefore think that my friends, the movers of the resolu-
yion and the amgndments, will find that this will serve our purpose very
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well; at the same time I think that nobody should take up more offices
athan he can possibly discharge, and I do not think that there need be any
further discussion on this matter.

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: Referring to the Jail Committee,
1 sny that it is not possible for only four members to do justice to the
work entrusted to them so far as visiting the jails are concerned. I have
ulready told you that the present Hon’ble Member in charge of Jails has
been solicitous for the wishes of the individual members of the Legis-
lative Council but time may come when a particular member of the
Legislative Council may not be granted a  similar permission.. 1 have
ulso brought to your notice that it #s sometimes humiliating to aak the
permission of 4 particular authority on whose action they have to com-
ment upon. Further, 1 have also told you thet surprise visits are neces-
sary to find out the true stute of affairs and I say that this can only be
done if they are made er-oficio members. The amendment put forward
by the Hon'ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim defents the purpose of our resclutions
as the question of persona grate will crop in.  &urthery Joeal influence
hus to be counted and it is not very plensant to criticise the District
Mugistrate in whose jurisdiction the particular member of the Council
1esides,  Further, in reply to Rai Bahadur Jogendra Chunder Ghose
that the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim never refuses permission of this
nuture, U may say that the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim, for whom we
have got the highest respeot, may not adorn the portfolio for ever.

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I shall put first the wmendment pro-
posed by the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim.

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: | object to it and I do not
think thas yon can do it, unless you suspend the Rules of Rusiness.

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: | Lune full power to udmit the amend.
ment and 1 propase to put the amendment first to vote. The resolu-
tion, as amended by the Hon'ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim, runs as follows :—

** This Council recommends to the (iovernment that nen-ufieial
mewmbers of tha Bengal Legislative Council be appointed visitira ¢f a jail
ot a sub-jail Iving within their constituencies, provided that such 1.em-
bers are resident within their constituenciea and are willing to under-
tuke the duties of a visitor of a jail, and that the number of such members
to be appointed as visitors be ordinarily two for a central juil, one or two
for a district jail and one for a sub-jail.”

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: I the resident clause to be put
in? g

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Yoo,
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The amended motion was then put and u division taken with the

f(.)ll()wing result :—

>

AVES.

Ahmed, Khan Bahader, Mauivl W

Sanerjen, the Hen'bls Sir Surendra Nath.

Siss! Mr. E. E.

Bempas, Mr, C. M.

Soses, Mr. 8. WM.

Chaudhuri, Ive Non'bie the Nawabd Salyle
] b All, Xhan Bahadur.

Dellste, Mr. J. A,

Duval, Mr. W, P.

Fremch, Mre. F. C.

Chesa, Ral Bahad a

Cosddiedir. 8. W,

Rophyns, Mr. W. 8.

{untingferd, Mr. C. T.
Khaitam, Babu Dev! Prosad.
barmeur, Mr. P, A,

Mitter, the Mon'tle Mr, P. C.
Pugh, Colonel A. J.

Rahim, the Nen'ble 8ir Abg.ur.
Sinha, Babu Surendra Narayan.
Sory, Mr, M. E.

Stephensen, Mr. M. L.

Bwan, Mr. J. A. L.

Waish, Mr. C, P,

Whasler, the Hen'ble Sir Nenry.
Werdswearth, Mr. W, C.

NORS.

Ahmed, Mauivl Azaharudsin,

Ahmed, Mautvl Raf Uddin.

Ahmed, Mr. M.

Ahmed, Munshl Ja’ar.

Aley, Mr. 8. Mahboob.

Arh Mauivi X ar,

Bhatiachar)l, Babu Hem Chandra.

Chaudhurt, Sabu Xishorl Mehan.

Chaughurl, Xkan Sahadur Maulvi Hahzsr
Rahman. 4

Chaudhuri, Ral Marendranath.

Oas, 8abu Shismadev.

Khan, Maulvi Md. Rafque Uddin
Makramall, Munshl.

Matith, Babu Surendra Nath.
Maitra, Or. Jotindra Nath,
Nasker, Sabu Hem Chanars.

Pahiowan, Maulvl Md. Abdut Jubbar.

Rey, Kumar Bhib Shekharsswar.
Ray, SBabu Jogsndrs Krishna.
Rey, Mr. Bijsy Prasad $ingh.
Suhrawardy, Or. A.

Subrawardy, Or. Hassan,

Subrawardy, Mr. Huscyn Shaheed.

The Ayes being 25 and tha Noés 23, the motion wus cnrried

The ather resolutions on the same wubject consequently tailed.

Adjournment.

The Coundil was then adjowned tll 3 ¥ M. an Monday, the 27th
Febiuaiy, 1992 ut the Town Hall, Caleutta,

d. 8. Prees ~25-4- 1921 10T8] w1 £} =Rq B 8,
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