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Proooodings of tho Bengal Legislative Council assembled untftr th i 
provisions of the Government of Indio A ct

T h e  Council assembled at ft p .m . on Monday, the 20th February, 
1922, in the Council Chamber in the Town Hull, Calcutta.

Prosont:

. The Deputy-President in tfye Chair, the Hnn’ble the four Member* of 
the Executive Council, the Hon’ble the three Mfninterx, and 89 nominated 
and elected member#.

Doath of Stirgeon-Coneral W. H. B. Robinson.

Tho O f PUTY-PRE8IDINT (Babu Surontfra Hath Ray): We hare
all heard, with great Borrow, o f  the death of  Su^con-General William 
Henry Banner Robinsou, which melancholy event took place in the 
evening of the 7th instant, at the comparatively early age of 6ft. I t  wan 
only on the morning' of the 4th, that we heard for the first time from His 
Excellency Lord Ronaldwhay, wjien opening the School of Tropical Medi­
cine, that Major General Robinson was ill. Of all the noble sons who 
have come out from Ireland to nerve in thin couiTtty, the name of Surgeon- 
General Robinson will remain one of the^fefesfcMt. ^ He came out to thin 
country in the Indian Medical Service in I a n d  had seen service and 
active service in Burma, the Chin Hills, Chitral and Wra*iristan and, 
last not least, in Egypt, where he held the important post of Deputy? 
Director of the Indian Medical Service in charge of the Indian Expedi­
tionary Force from 1914 to 1917. Before being appointed totBengal, he 
was Residency Surgeon at Alwar, Bikanir, Jaipur# Marwar and Mount 
Abu a%3 Chief Medical Officer at Rajputana and Inspector-Oeneral%f 
Civil Hospitals in the Central Provinces. In Bengal, he came to terra 
in the highest medical appointment of the Province, that el Surgeon - 
General, in the year 1918, and from that time he was amtociated with us 
in the Bengal Legislative Council, except for a period of about six: 
months in 1921, when he was appoint*##* acting Director-General of 
tho Indian Medical Service during the abeence of General Edwards.
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He had the rare distinction of being Honorary Surgeon to His Majesty 
the King-Emperor. He took mn active part in bringing the School of 
Tropical Medicine into being. Such in the brilliant career of the man 
whom* death we are now mourning. Myself and a faw of us of tlie old 
Council were associated with him in the old and th t new Councils for 
nearly three year* and we are all proud of tjie fact that rwe were his 
colleagues. His tall, graceful figure, his clear eyes and his intellectual 
forehead revealed a noble deposition and a refined understanding. ^He 
8tan(1m almost unique for bin qualities of head aiyl Jbpart. He was one 
wIki had no enemy. An able administrator, with great powers of organi­
sation, he was loved alike by bin colleagues and by those vfho had the 
good fortune of serving under him. He was essentially a man of work, 
always inspired by high and honourable motives, with a supreme sense 
of duty and with unfailing kindness. After thirty-six years of honour­
able service, spent mostly in this country, he was looking forward to a 
well-earned rest with his family when the hand of death* suddenly 
snatched him away, far from those who are dearest to him, and leaving 
uh, his friends, also to mourn his Ions.

1 ask the members of ttris Council to signify, by rising in their places, 
their approval to a message of the deep sympathy of this House being 
conveyed to the family of the deceased.

The Council (hen signified their respect for the memory of the late 
Surgeon-General William Henry llanner Robinson, all standing.

Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers wort given). 

Inoroaso in roourring expenditure.

•XVI. Mr. TARIT BHU8AN ROY: Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state the total amouht 
of recurring expenditure which has been cauaed by reason of the increase 
in monthly salaries and allowances after the Reform scheme, in the 
following services: —

(•) Judicial,
(it) Executive,
(iti) Poliee, and
(iv) Mfnisteiiel officersP

T IM B E R  in oharge of DEPARTMENT at FINANCE (the Hon’fcfe 
Mr. J . M« Kerr): The approximate figures are—

I.—Judicial— Rn.
(») Oversea pay to members of the Indian Civil Service 

sanctioned in Government of India, Home 
Department resolution No. 286, dated the 23th 
February, 1920 ... 4,450
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I .—Jiidicial-^-eoiicftMfed. Ha.
(ti) Exchange compensation allowance to members of 

the Indian Civil Service sanctioned in Govern­
ment India, Finance Department resolution 
No. 1159$. A., d«f*d the 16th August, J921 40,000

(in) Increase of p ^ | of holders of listed appointments 
sanctioned in Government of India, Home 
Department resolution No. 1063, dated the 5th 
M a j 'J p g  ... 86,000

Total Judicial ... 1,29,460

I I .—Executive—
(t) Revision of pay of Sub-Deputy Collectors sanctioned 

in this Government resolution No. 6328 A.,
• dated the 12th July, 1921 ... 4,00,000

(ii) Oversea pay to members of the Indian Civil Service
sanctioned in Government of India, Home 
Department resolution No. 28ti,*4lated the 13th 
February, 1920 ... 8,690

(iii) Exchange compensation allowance to members of
the Indian Civil Service sanctioned in Govern­
ment of India, Finance Department resolution 
No. 1669E.A., dated the 16th August, 1921 ... 90,0(16

(it?) Increase of pay of holders of listed appoint meats „ *
sanctioned in Government of India, ‘Home 
Department resolution No. 1053, dated the 5th 
May, 1921 ... 86,000

Total Executive Officers ... 6,83,690

I I I .—Police—
(t) Revision of the pay of the higher subordinate 

executive staff, Calcutta Police, sanctioned in 
Government order<tNo. 1682P1., dafad the 10th 
June, 1921 ... 1,11,000

(u) Revision of pay of Deputy Superintendent* of 
Police sanctioned in Government of India, Horife 
Department letter No. 196, d a ta f  the 31«t m m
January, 1920 . ... 70,000

(iii) Revision of pay of Inspectors of the Bengal Police 
sanctioned in Government order No. 1608PI.*, 
dated the 26th May, 1921 ... 2,82,788

(tv) Revision of pay of the police eetablishment in the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts sanctioned in Govern­
ment order No. 246T*-~R., dated the 17th 
Octottr, 1921 . . . .  66,000
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III.—Police—-concluded. Bs.
(v) Further revision of pay of Imperial Police officer*

mtctioned in Government of India, Home t
iVlpArtment resolution 19o. D-449, dated/the 26th
July, 1921 ~  24,000

(vi) Oversea pay^to Imperial Polity aditaiesiM*
in "'term* of Government of*India* Home 
Department resolution No. 206, dated the 13th 
February, 1920, and G overn ing  qi India,
Finance Department resolution No. 1559E.A.r 
dated the HUh August, 1921 - v . 3f,000

(vit) Exchange compensation allowance to members of
the Imperial Police service sanctioned in Govern­
ment of India, Finance Department w*plution *
No. 1659E.A., dated the lGth Augttdt,$4v21 10,000

Total Police ... 5,81,788

The local Government’s proposals regarding the majority of minis- 
terial officers are now under the consideration of the Government of 
India. These proposals involve an estimated increase in recurring 
expenditure of about Rs. 31 lakhs.

Except in the case of the ministerial officers, the increases are due to 
Schemes of reorganisation sanctioned or submitted before the introduction 
of the reflornfed'constitution.

Nofwxhopention and civil dlaobadienoa.

•XVII Rai LALIT MOHAN SINQH ROY Bahadur: Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Political Department be pleaded 
to lay on the table a statement showing—

(t) the areas and the names of districts which have been seriously 
. affected by the preaching of non-co-oporat ion;

(ii) the areas and the names of the districts where people have 
either refused to pay the clfLukidari tax or union rates or 
have been preparing themselves for civil disobedience!"

MEMBER fet aharga of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (Iha Han’bla 
‘t l r  Hatiry Whaalar)! (*) The preaching of non-co-operation has had

* tHMNiderable effect throughout the province, the districts most seriously 
affected so far being Rangpur, Chittagong, Noakhali, Dacca, Fandpur, 
Bakarganj, Jlowrah, Pabna and Birbhum.

(it) Difficulty has been experienced in realising union rates in Midna- 
pore, Hooghly and Birbhum, and in realising chaukidari tax in parts of 
Rangpur, Rajshahi, Noakhali, Tippera, Mymensingh, Midnapore and 
Birbhum. This must be attributed very largely to the constant preach­
ing of non-co-operation and to preparation for crril 4i*obedienoe.
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Dirtftiwit to poNn  in M in g  with pnfifeitttf wwrtinp.
♦XVIII. Hal RADHA CHARAN M L  i a M u r t  (a) Will the 

Hon* hie the Member in charge of the Political Departaoieq|ibe pleased to 
state whether spec^c instructions a* to how to deal with meetings held 

recent Government notifications, have been iacnifed 
of Qflljffiiliient to the police in Calcutta and else-

(b) If ao, will the Ron'ble the Meml»er be pleated to lay on 
the table a copy of thfe ffcxt of such instructions or ordersf

(«) Is thwHon’ble the Member aware of the fact that a regular state 
of panic h a s te n  created aiuirtifr ajprge section of the Indian community 
in Calcutta by the empio|||ltitJi of Euroj>ean police iiergcants in dispers- 
ing public meetings in jftfu^a of-jw^lie resort in Calcutta and the 
reported pewnalfclgptfienoe of'* eye-witnesses and other* alleging 
the comiu^sion of ftmemse by the police, particularly by the Kuropean
section thereof, not only on person* atteudtng thorn* meetings but
also on innocent on-lookers and passers-by?
• (d) If so, what step#, if any, art* the Government con tom plating
taking to put an end to this state of things?

(r) Will the Hon’ble the Member l»e jdcased to state whether the 
Erections of the Government, if unv have been issued tt» the poliw* 
at all, are to disperse prohibited public meetings by force or to arrest all 
persons who refuse to retire irrespective of the number?

The Hon’bfe Sir HENRY W H EEtER : (0 ) and (h) No specific 
instruc tions have been issued by Government, since the powers of the 
police an  sufficiently provided for by law.

(r) There have been many allegations, chief! > in the extremist press, 
pn the lines of this question, but Government have no reason to believe 
that the law-abiding section of the jieople have lieen thrown into a panic 
by*the exercise of these powers by the police in dispersing unlawful 
euwemblies.

(rf) The question does not arise. %
(e) The police have definite power# under the law to deal with unlaw­

ful assemblies. and the discretion m using these must xest with the 
:>ffU4fet£n charge.

UnsUrrad QiMfttom 

(i inw>w to  wfaWi wart lakl an the t M ) .  
and facaat landi»

m  Mamvi AIAHARUDOIN AHMEDl (a) Will the Hon’ble the
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing—

(i) the total area of tea-gardens held under leaee from the Govern­
ment within the Presidency of Bengal;

in defian<|^#l tbp
under the —alL—*" 
where f
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(w) ihe areas held respectively under permanent settlement and
temporary settlement;

(ttV) the rates of rent and other incidence in respect of each of the 
tw# classes of the lease; a

(it?) the average net product of tea per acre h€*d under lease from 
Government;

(v) the highest rate of rent payable by the agriculturist in respect 
of paddy lands in khat mahal areas; and 

(r i) the net yearly outturn of such paddyp land as mentioned 
above f

(/>) Will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to ntate tbe total area 
of land under the Forest Department in the district of Khulna, and the 
annual income thereof?

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE {LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan):
(a) (i) to (ri) A statement i» lttid on the table.

(/>) One thousand seven hundred and three #qunre miles, the income 
for the ln#t full year being Its.

S ta tem en t referred to m  the reply to u n sta rred  quettion  Aro. / ,  show ing  
a r m , average ffie ld  p$r acr<\ etc,, o f land* h tid  u nder Im ee fro m  
(io vem m en t for tea cu ltiva tio n  in  the Preeidency o f  Bengal.

<«) 0) 
(")

m

142,1 It'l m'lt'H.

Jdjwifurt.
2 8 1 acrea.

71.872 uofM *re freehold Area linger permanent 
HiitH under ptnatMtfl*n-. i-ettlement~«fitt.

mid 67.4J80 Herr* An'* under tamper it ry 
nre undfr temporary nrt- Hcllleimmt i» 2t> 1,935 
Urine ut. am'*.

No rAvejiiic m paid for the 
area of land held aw free­
hold grant, hut tit© ratvt 
of m it for area* wider 
temporary aeit lenient

.vary from anna* 6 to 
R*. 1-4 per acre per 
annum.

Land*. Ubder t^a are a##- 
eaaed at the rato of 
Ha* 2 or R-*. 2*4 per acre 
in different parganae. 
Landn in tea grant a not 
under tea art* aaaeaeed ai 
j.flr^an* rate*, vis., ttaat) 
-K a. *2 to B« .1; Daholi 
—Re. 1-4 to fta. 2*4; 
Danga I—Aa. 12 to Re. 
1*8 ; Daoga II—At. 4 
to At. 10; Culturable 
waate—Aa t  to At. 4.

Tbe mioimaCD average rata 
for a whole grant if 
Re, 1 per act*.

ChfttAfOnff.

25,690 acre*.

24,618 aerea arc 
fee-aample Iota 
and perman­
ently nettled 
e»ti»te*, an<F 
1,172 acrea are 
held ticrier 
temporary *et- 
t lenient*.

The rate of rcr-

on permanent­
ly •e;**~d,-a- 
tatea' variea 
from Re. 1 
to lie. 1-8 per 
acre, and that 
of temporary 
aettleaMQts it 
Re. 1 -4 per

267 03 I be. per acre. 205 It*, per acre 4.K) lb». per te n
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ciimmmi.

T%

(«) ... Rt. 1*4 per acre in the
West Teeato and KaJim- 
poug kkiu mahali nod 
Ra. per acre to the 
8iligun subdivision.

•

(vi)*  ... 15to 27 maundaperacre in
Kalimpong, 4} maundi 
per acre in We«t Terata 
and 10 to 28 tnatmda per 
acre iti*tl* Siliguri auh- 

*divi*ton.

*K o t x —Tboae l | U «  f ) w  ih# M i n M  nuttuni. tad art tp p ra ilM li onlr

Watar-hyaointh in Bikrampur.

134. Khan Bahadur KHWAJA MOHAMED AZAM: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in chargc of the Department of I«ocal 8elf-Govern- 
ment be pleaded to state what steps have been taken bv the Department 

•of Public Wealth to remove water-hyacinth (harhuri plant) from 
Bikrampur?

(h) Is the Hon’Jjle the Minister aware tj^ffc^ikjunipur, which wan 
lo long known to be very healthy, haw become ttMftRrioum owing to the 
blockade by water-hyacinth of its waterways during the rainy seasonP

MINISTER in ihars*  of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT ( t h l l M i l i  Sir Surandra Nath Banarjaa)! (a) There 
fieems to be some iii|*pgNp»hen*ion an to th * functions of the Department 
of Public Health, tt« functions ar^rrmtnly advisory and not executive. 
Its business in to investigate the incidence and causes of disease and to 
propose measures for improving the public health. It in the work of 
lo^al bodies, a** a general rule, to curry out these measures. The 
eradication of water-hyacinth in the work of local bodies, guided and 
assisted by Government expert*.

(b) Government are aware that Bikrampur has become more unhealthy 
than wan formerly the case, but without a detailed investigation, it 
iaoa^oeaible for the causes of thin deterioration to be accurately stated. 
There is nothing to prevent the district board undertaking an inquiry 
into this matter, in which case the Department of P ublic^ealth  will 
render all possible assistance.

Unpasatd MmpatiftdafY fwaatlalfig mitfidiiii 
IBS. Baku HEM OHANORA BHATTACMARJI t *t) Is (he

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of tbe Department of Local Self-Govern­
ment aware that both passe^l and nnpaaeed compounders practim  the 
profession of medicine and surgery without let or hindrance throughout 
Bengal f

tA

20 mauoda per acre, 20 tnaumfo pt*r
acrv.

Ra. 2*4 per acre iti three Ra. 5 per acre for 
parganaa and Ra. 2 per Ural eJa*ui 
acre in ofcbera. paddy laud.
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(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
in the matter?

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of—
(t) securing through the Civil Assistant and jflSub-Assistant Stit- 

geons, a census of such practitioners; «
(ii) (calling upon local boards, municipalities or unions to seek the 

co-operation of local qualified practitioners (official as well as 
non-official) to take up the duty of teaching these com- 
pounder-practitioners and others whof* may offer themselves 
for the purpose, an elementary course of medicine—both 
junior and senior subjects; and *

(tti) calling upon such trained men to appear before the State 
Medical Faculty for a diploma to be instituted for the 
purpose ?

*
Tho Hon'blo Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The reply 

is in the affirmative; they cannot obtain registration; but there is • 
nothing to prevent their practising.

(6) No action is possible without legislation.
(c) <t) No.
(tt) The Medical Acts give Government no jurisdiction in this 

matter.
(it*) Persons so trained would not be qualified to appear at the 

examinations of the State Faculty of Medicine.

Rooruitmont from doprotsod olosse* to Covornmont sorvioo.

136» Babu BHISHMADEV DAS: ( f t )  Will the lion’hie the Member 
in charge of the Appointment Department Ik* pleased to state how mactiy 
graduates and undergraduates of the depressed classes applied in 1920 
for appointment in the Bengal Civil Service, Subordinate Civil Service, 
Registration Department and Police Department and how many of them 
have been appointed?

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether (Govern­
ment contemplate making suitable provision for adequate representation 
of the depressed classes in the various departments of Government 

fcjie£viee ?
(c) Is the Hoft’ble the Member aware that the Namasudras anti other 

depressed classes have not joined the non-co-operation movement?

MBMBER In otargo of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (tfw 
Hon'blo Sir Horary Wtiootor)i (a) Government has iaformation only as re­
gard* direct applications made to it. Subject to that limitation, the 
figures are as given in the attached statement.
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(ft) The fnember is referred to the answer given to unstarred question 
No. 58 at the Council meeting of the 14th March, 1921.

(c) So far as Government’s information goes, this statement is 
generally correct.

Statement referred to in the reply to dam e (a) of umtarred qumtian No. 4% 
showing the number of graduates and undrrgtxuiuals* belonging to 
depressed classes u'l̂ > applied direct to the local Government in 19S0 
for appointments in the Bengal Civil Service, Subordinate Civil 
Service,0 Police Jind hegistmtion Departments, and the number 
appointed to these services.

1980.

1

N w nr ot 8 - r r W .

NumtM>r (tt brmilli­
ft lv OftndidfttM

! frutu d^rnwd
Nuuit*>r of under- ,  .| f»MB»q*r«rfri*

1 d»U» from  d -  W U II4H *
| |irM*»d ebani. »■

L  ,  i

Multitier of uad«r< 
i r w l M t o

potom  tft 
!*»«.

It|h£al C’»vil Service * ... 10 s

Sut>or<iiuate S»*rvic«-
, 2 0

! *
2 . . .

Bengal Police Service . . . . . .

Sub-EeKifttritr* i 1 1 1

Jcxlieinj S<*rvic« 1 . . .

Circle oflloers at the Tippera safer subdivision.

137. SHAH SYCD EMOADUL HAQ* (a) Will the Hon'ble the 
Minister in charge*of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state the naim*« of the four circle officers of the sadar sub- 
dif!5f!9lfcof Tippera as stated in the statement appended to unstarred 
question No. 2 for the meeting of the 21st November last?

(6) Is it not a fact that the Tippera sadar subdivision is divided into 
two parts, northern and southern, which are under0 two suMivisioiy^,^ 
officers T  •

(c) If  so, how many Muhammadan and non-Muhamnuylan circle 
officers are there in each of theme two parts?

(if) If there are no Muhammadan circle officers in the southern sub- 
divisioTH are the Government considering the desirability of talcing 
steps to provide room for them f
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TIM Han’bla Sir tURENDRA NATH BANERJEAs (a) Maulvi
Rakibuddin Aharaed, Ershad Ali, Siddique Ahamed and Amir Ali worked 
as circle officer in the sadar subdivision since the introdnction of the 
panchayeti system in the district.

(b) Yes.
(c) For the northern sadar subdivision there are two feircle officers 

and both of them are Muhammadans. In the southern subdivision there 
are three circle officers—all Hindus.

(d) The answer is in the negative.

Sunroillanoo of stupids.

138. Mtulvi FAZLUL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state what orders are 
issued to the police for watching suspects under section 11)9 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code?

(6) Are the police authorised to disturb other people at dead of 
night, when inquiring whether the suspects are at home or not?

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of reviewing 
their orders in order to abolish the present procedure of watching sus­
pects or to terminate the watch at 10 p.m.? '

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble
Sir Haney W htaler): (a) and (b) The duties of the police in regard to 
surveillance are laid down in rule 220 of Volume V of the Police Regula­
tions, liengal, a copy of which may be consulted in the Council library.

(c) It is not proposed to modify the existing orders.

Settlement o f 14 ohar M lands in the Noakhali d istrict
%

188. MuitStli MAKRAMALI: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that it was the practice in the district of Noakhali to 
let out char lands, belonging to the Government khai viahal, to culti­
vators without any falamiY ^

(b) How long has this practice continued?
(c) W hft were the reasons which led Government to establish this 

«*p*rctiee in the first instance?
(d) Is it a fact that for some time past the above practice hat been 

discontinued in that district and that a regular Miami is being demanded 
and realised by the khat mahal authorities?

(«) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state under what 
head of revenue the landlords* fees realised on transfer of khat mahal 
lands by tenants are entered and on what heads is the said revenue spent?
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(j) Are die Government considering the desirability of issuing 
instructions to the mahal authorities to let out the char lands to 
cultivators without any salami as before?

Thi Hon’bte 1 the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
•URDW ANi (a) Yes.

(6) The practice has continued for a long time.
(c) Settlements used to be made without any salami in order to 

induce the tenants ty yclaim the char lands and jungle.
(d) Yes, in accordance with the rules recently framed by Government 

and embodied in Chapter ¥ III-A  of the Government Estates Manual,

(e) The landlords* fees realised on transfer of khas mahal lands are 
entered in the General Budget on the receipt side as land revenue, being 
credited a | miscellaneous land revenue, and not earmarked for expendi* 
ure on any specific head.

(/) No. Government sees no reason why it should deprive itaelf of 
^ souree of income utilised bv all private proprietors.

140. Baby 8 AT ISH CHANDRA MUKHARJI: (a) Will the Ilon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to 
state the numlter and pay of the Deputy Inspectors-General of Police 
in Bengal ?

(b) When were these posts created and what are the duties attached 
to these posts Y

(c) What In the total actual cost of the pay of these officers and their 
establishment in the whole of Bengal?

(d) What wan the actual sum drawn by these officers as travelling 
allowance in 192t^21 ?

(e) Will the Hon’ble the Member 1** pleased to state the number
Deputy Superintendents of Police in Bengal?

en were these posts created and what are the duties attached 
to these posts? 9

(p) What h  the total cost of their pay and establishment in the whole 
of Bengal? 4mm

(h) What was the actual travelling allowance drawn by these officers
in 1920-21? •

(i) W ill the Government be pleased to state the number and pay of 
inspectors of police in Bengal?

(/) W hat is the total cost o! their pay in the whole of Bengal?

1919.

CarUAfi offlotrs of the Polio® Department.
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(k) What was the actual travelling allowance drawn by these officers
in 1920-21 f

(I) What are the duties assigned to these officers?

Tt» Hwi'Mt Sir HENRY W H EiLER l (a) and (b) Deputy In»peo-
tors-General of Police have been appointed in Bengal continuously since 
1865. As regard* the number and duties of Deputy Inspectors-General 
of Police, attention is invited to the answer given to unstarred question 
No. 90 asked by Babu Surendra Narayan Sinha at the meeting of the 
29th August lust. The pay of Deputy Inspectors-General of Police is 
Rs. 1,760—100—2,150 per mensem.

(c) Rupees 2,50,100.
(d) Rupees 13,281.
(#*) There at* 28 permanent arid 2 temporary Deputy Superintendents 

of Polic e. The pay of Deputy Superintendents is given in the attached 
statement. r

(/) avid (/) 1 he jmjhU of Deputy Superintendents of Police were 
created in 1000. As regards the duties of both Deputy Superintendents 
and inspectors of police, attention in invited to the answer given to un­
starred question No. .‘{0 asked by Mnulvi Faslul Karim on the 14th March 
last.

(//) Rupees 1,5.3,216.
(h) Rupees 51,103.
(*) There are 200 inspectors of police, including temporary officers. 

The pay is Rs. 175— y —300.
(/) Rupees 8,04,504.
(k) Rupees 1,79,450.

Statement referred to in the reply to clause (e) of an*tat red question No. I 
showing the pay of Deputy Superintendents of Police,

Y«*r«( StrtWw. • of p*; pm

l i t  (f»rob*ttotisr«) 
2nd ( ditto ) 
3rd ... 4 

.4 th  ...
5th ... *
Sth ...
7tl» ... c 
Sth ... 
tlh ...
10th  ...
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Y«ir«l Atfvfct. par

it*.
fifttdk'nc) b«r

lltli ... 
mil ... •
13*b ... 
14th ... 
16th ... 
16th ...

... 4*0 

... 440 

... 460 

... 480 
500 

... 600 

... 620 

... 520

... 540 

... 640 

... 660 
... 660 
... 680 
... 680 
... 600 
... 700

17th ... *
I81I1 ...• 
19th ... 
20th ...
21»t ... 

» .
23rd ... 
24th ...
26th and over ...
Selection for 7 p«*r c*nt. of the totnl osdre

M Society in Evolution," publish'd by tha Calcutta Univarsity.

141. . Babu HIM CHANDRA NASKER: (a) Will th« llon’ble the 
Min inter in chaise of the Department of Education be pleaded to state 
whether the Calcutta University published a work called “ Society in 
Evolution/' bv Dr. Ramdas Khau?

(6) I# it a fact that when the Calcutta University published on the 
9th November, 1920, the names and qualification* of the candidates lor 
George V Chair of Philosophy they stated, among other things, the 
following:—“ Society in Evolution, Volume I, published by the 
University MP

(c) If the answer is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the Minister 
be pleased to state the date of publication of the said book by the TTniver* 

d its author P
(tf) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleaned to state whether the 

publisher (the Calcutta University) submitted three ropie%of the said 
book to the Government, as required by the Registration Act?

(e) «lf the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, an; the GovernmSnT* 
considering the desirability of procuring a copy of the said book from 
the Registration office and laying it on the tableP #

MINISTER in sharga of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (Hit
Ms0 Ms Mr. 0 . Mlttar)} (a) and (c) The University published a Work 
of this title by Dr. Ramdas Khan in 19550.



(b) The Unhersity have informed Government that the answer is in 
the negative; that the information which was placed before the Govern­
ing Bodies of the University was not made public, as will appear from 
the Proceedings of the Senate dated the 27th November, 1920. (Copy 
laid on the Library table.) $

(d) One copy of the l>ook was supplied to Government by the printer
under section 9 (a) of Act XXV of 1867 and was sent to the Bengal 
Librarian for registration. When two more copies were asked for under 
section (b) of the Act, the printer informed Government that the whole 
edition had been destroyed. f

(e) That copy of the book is laid on the Library table.

Dredging of Bhairab river.

142. Babu MALINI NATH ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state 
whether dredging of the river Bhuirab will be continued in the district 
of Jessnre next year?

(b) If the answer be in the negative, will the Hon’ble the Member 
be pleased to state the reasons?

(r) If the answer be in the affirmative, will the IJon'ble the Member 
be pleased to state whether any money has been budgetted for this pur­
pose in the next budget?

MEMBER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): (a) This is un­
likely.

(b) The project is under preparation and it is expected to be ready 
in another nine months or so: there will be hardly any time to get the 
project sanctioned and the work taken up next year.

(r) No money has been budgetted for this work next year for reasons 
stated in (6).

Dredging of »  bile.’9

US. Baby NALINt NATH ROYs (a) Will the Hon’W tB b  
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state 
whether thete will be any draining of bilt under the Sanitary and Agri­
cultural Improvements Act next year?

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’lle  the 
Member be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the names 
of the bilsf district by district, which it is proposed to drain?

The Hen*Me the MAHARAMDHIRAM BAHADUR of 
BURDWANl (a) No, unless and until the works in program have been
completed.

U  W QUESTIONS. [20jh f m .
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(b) The following is a list of the biis the drainage of which is 
in progress and the drainage of which it is proposed to take up if fund* 
and staff are available and if the projects are ready:—

Arool “ bil "schem e.—Arool and Bookbhara bils (district Jeasore).
Jaboona scheme.—All the bils in the'Jaboona area, the chief of 

which are the Mogra, Bui lee, Kholsea and Bhomra in the 
Nadia district and the Khatura Baor in the 24-Parganas district.

Bhairab scheme (the fate of which is uncertain ^t prosent).— 
All the bils mn the Bhairab area, the chief of which are the 
Mafjat Baor and Jaydea Baor in the Jessore district and the 
fifellar, Mirgamaree and Matteearee in the Nadia district.

Allagad aooaptanot of illagal gratification by poliM from cart**,

144. •Babu NALINI NATH ROY* (a) Is the Hon'ble Che Member
in charge of the Police Department aware—

(t) that police officers on duty in the suburbs of Calcutta and in 
Calcutta not infrequently demand pice from the cart 
drivers; and

(it) that the ctyts coming to Calcutta with daily baxar supply have 
to pay one picc to the police officers on duty at every junc­
tion approaching Calcutta, such as the Chitpur, Talla and 
Belgutchia bridges f

(b) If the answer to clause (a) is in die affirmative, are Govern­
ment considering the desirability of appointing plainclothes detectives 
to check such practices?

TIM Hon’Mt Sir HENRY W HEELER: (a) (.), (it) and (b) Allega­
tions of this kind are not infrequently made, and probably they are not 
altogether devoid of truth in some instances. If such malpractices are 
discovered, those guilty of them will certainly be punished. The diffi­
culty is to prove ^hem, and it is doubtful if plain-clothes detectives would 
help much.

Public PfM outor and Kanohrapara strika caaaa.

145. B*U HEM CHANDRA BHATTACH*M il (!) Will the 
Hon’Ue the Member in charge of the Judicial Department be p l« M  
to state the reasons for engaging the Public Prosecutor of the 24-Par- 
ganatf district for the purpose of conducting the cases b r ig h t  against 
some of the striker* of the Kanchrapara workshops and the outsiders who 
had helped the strikers?

(b) Will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to state the amount 
spent by Government up to now for these cases f
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MEMBER in otarg* of 4UDICIAL DEPARTMENT (Ow H a n 't*  
(Mr Abd-ur-R«him)t (a) The Public Prosecutor of the 24-PargMU wm
engaged, as the cane# were considered important not only in themseivee 
but also ait affecting the peace of an important industrial centre. Accused 
were represented by Council throughout and the casts hotly contested.

(b) Rupees 5,107-12.

Buildings for CopaJganj munoift*

146. Babu BHISHMADEV DAS: ( a )  Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state whether any 
offer of suitable building** bus been made by the public for the proposed 
tnunsifi at Gopalganj?

(h) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of accept­
ing the offer P

fr) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state when the 
proposed iiiuiisifi in likely to be established?

Tho Hon'blo Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: («) Yes.
(h) Yes. The District Judge has been asked to negotiate with the 

parties offering the building and to settle the rent for it in consultation 
with the Public Works Department.

(c) As soon as negotiations are satisfactorily completed and the 
buildings are ready for use.

Sottlomont Rooords in Civil Courts.

147. Bibu BHISHMADEV DAS: ( a )  Is the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Judicial Department aware that copies of settlemenf 
records are not furnished to the public from the originals kept in Civil 
Courts?

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of issuing orders 
for granting copies from those record books?

Tho Hon'blo Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) and (b) The originals of 
settlement records are not kept in the Civil Court, but in the Collect^sfflfc 
record-rooms. The Civil Courts are provided with a copy of the records, 
but ropy of a{!opy is not evidence.

“  Poohkooh Jama."

14S* Baft* SARAT CHANDRA JAN AH S (a) Referring to my 
unstarred question No- 73 of the 1st April, 1921, will the Hon'hie the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleated to say whether the Government are considering the desirability 
of issuing a direct order upon all its subordinates in the department eon*
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oeitld  not to realise any jama from the prayers thereof by the
issue of certificates, if the jama* are tendered to the tahsildars or by 
mosey orders through the post office P

(b) Is the Ho^fble the Member aware that the letter No. 4050G.E,, 
of the Secretary m  the Board of Revenue to the Commissioner of the 
Burdwan Division, dated the Oth of December, 1917, referred to in the 
answer to my *aid question No. 73, has not been properly construed by 
its subordinates and that cases have occurred in which certificates have 
been issued for re%li#ation of the arrears of peshkhotk jamat on the 
payer’s refusal to compound the same at the rate of years* purchase, 
even thought the tenants were willing to pay the exart amount of the 
arrears?

(r) What steps have the Government taken to put a stop to this 
procedure P

Tht • Hon’bfo th t MAHARAJADHIRAifA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN 2 (a) Government do not consider it neceswirv to issue any 
such orders.

(b) No.
(c) The replies above will show that the question does not arise.

C tst of out Ibrahim of Bafta (Bhola), ©not a oriminal lunatic.

148. Maulvi AZAHARUODIN AHMED: (a) Will the Uon ble
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state why one Ibrahim of llafta, police-station Hhola, district 
Bakarganj, now in the Lunatic Asylum of Dacca, has still been kept in 
custody, although he was declared sane since April, 1921, by the Super­
intendent of the Lunatic Asylum of Dacca and acquitted by a Deputy 
Magistrate of Barisal in August, lf>21?

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
copy of each of the following papers relating to the case;—

(t) judgment*;
(it) deposition of the Civil Surgeon of Barisal;

report of the Superintendent of the Dacca lunatic Asylum;
(ft) report of the case to Government by the trying Magistrate; 

and
(r) orders of the Government on the report P#

ThfHon'M a Sir 8URENDRA NATH SANCRJKAt (a) The try ^ T  
Magistrate ordered the accused after acquittal to be kept in a lunatic 
asylum under section 471 (*), Criminal Procedure Code. It fheo became 
competent f6r the Asylum Visitors to certify under section 474, Criminal 
Procedure Code, that the accused may be discharged or under section 
476, Criminal Procedure Code, any relative or friend of the accused might 
hart moved for the delivery of the accused to his care and custody. As a
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matter of fact, the acctued was found by the Medical Officer to be liable 
to periodic access of violence at the time of his adlnission into the Asylum, * 
and his relatives at that time were not willing to take charge of 
him. He was subsequently reported to have recovered hie sanity and 
was placed on trial and acquitted, as previously statell. He has been in 
the interim under observation of the Visitors and Superintendent of the 
Asylum, who have now been asked to report whether he can be s&fely 
discharged with or without security.

(fc) A copy of the papers referred to is laid on the Library table.
•»

Electoral roll lor election from Bengal to Indian 
Legislative Assembly.

180. Babu INDU BHUtHAN DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in rhargo of the Appointment Department be pleaded to lay 
on tho table a statement showing separately, district bv district, thi* 
number of Muhammadans and non-Muhammadan* in the Presidency of 
Bengal, who were eligible to exercise the ri^ht of franchise at the last 
election of members of the Indian Legislative Assembly?

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: A statement is laid on the 
table.

Statement referred to in the reply to ut\ starred question No. 18.
Naw of IHstrli't. N ot i- M n .

Burdwan 1,164 5.961
Birhhtim 814 3,119
Hankrira 3*23 7.366

pore 493 6,629
Hoflghly 1,1*54 7,144
Howrah 2,4155 5,807
24-Pargana» 5,220 17,#30
Calcutta 822 6,695
Kadis 1,517 6,045
Murahidahad 1,274 4,303
Jeasoro 2,214 4,414 tr
Khulna 2,267 4,400
IhccK 1,829 5.911
Mymsnatagh 3,422 6,099
Faridpur < 2,2*0 $,80**
Bihar ftM) 7,516 6,020
Chit&gOQf 6,036 4,696
Tippera 1,217 3,054
Noskhali 4,693 2,422
JUjainbi 1,622 M62
Dinajpar $,111 S«014
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* SmmoT DterioL
Jalptigari * ... 1,818 MOT
Bsogpur 4,68*
Bogrs 729 m
Pabnft m 2,410
U.M. 605 1,126

Toul 69,591

Pay of oompoundert.

151. M mi HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI: («) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Govern­
ment be pleased to state whether the Government are considering the 
desirability of improving the pay and prospect* of compounders?

'(b) i t  10, what improved scale of pay are the Government contem­
plating to sanction ?

• (c) Has the Hon’ble the Minister received any petition from the
compounders ?

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of—
(i) placing the*compounders under the Surgeon-General with the

Government:
(ii) training them in nursing, first aid to the injured, aseptic dress­

ing, anesthetic work and assisting during operations; and 
(m) furnishing them with suitable quartersf

Tha Han’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEAl (a) Government 
are advised that, having regard to the provisions of section 46 of the 
Bengal Municipal Act, and of section 33 of the Ijocal Self-Government 
A^t, Government have no authority to fix the pay of the compounders 
employed in the local fund (municipal and district board) hospitals and 
dispensaries. So far as the compounders in State hospitals and dispensa­
ries (classes I anti II) are concerned, Government are considering the 
desirability of improving their pay further.
^■^6 L Government are awaiting proposals from the Surgeon-General 

regarding the improvement of pay of the compounder* in State hospitals 
and dispensaries.

(c) Yet.
(d)*(i) The compounders employed in local fund liospitals and dis­

pensaries are directly under the control of the local authorities concerned 
and cannot be placed under the control of the Surgeon-Genital.

(u) The member is referred to rules II and 13 of the rulee for the 
compounders’ dames issued under notification No. UJIMedL, dated 
the 7th July, 1913, a copy of which is placed on the Library table. 
There is no proposal before Government for amending these rules.
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(in) Compounders attached to indoor hospitals are provided with 
free quarter# or granted house-rent in lieu thereof to enable them to live 
in the vicinity of the hospitals. Compounders attached to outdoor 
dispensaries are not provided with free quarters or granted house-rent.

Recruitment to Bengal Pilot Service.

192. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadurs (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in c harge of the Marine Department pleased to state what 
definite steps have Wen taken to give practical effect to tfie resolution 
adopted bv this Council on the (>th April, 1921, to amend the rules for 
recruitment to the Bengal Pilot Service?

(h) Has there been published any public notice calling for appli­
cations from Indian and Anglo-Indian candidates?

(c) If »o, will the Hon’ble the Meml>er l>e pleafted to place or^the table 
the text of the advertisement for the information of the members of the 
Council ?

(d) Will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to state also whether any 
applications were received in response to any such notice?

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Honvble
Mr. J. H. Kerr): (a) Revised rules for the apj>ointment of candidate*! 

to the Bengnl Pilot Service were issued with Marine Department notifi­
cation No. 127 Mne., dated tl*c 22nd August, 1921, which appeared in the 
Calcutta (iazctte of the 24th August, 1921, and was also sent to the 
principal news|iuj»ers for publication.

(h) Yes; a notice was published in the Calcutta iuizette and the 
newspapers.

(c) A copy of the advertisement has been placed in the Library.
(d) Yes; 16 candidates applied, but none of them possessed tke 

qualifications prescribed in the rules.

Recording of speeches delivered in Bengali in Council.

181. SHAN SYED EMDADUL NAQj Will the Hon’ble the Ifcm R r 
in charge of the legislative Department be pleased to state—

(») W hit steps, if any, are at present being taken to repott 
verbatim fhe Bengali speeches of this Council; and 

ni) whether the Government contemplate encouraging Bengali- 
shorthand writers by announcing prises to those who may be 
successful in open competitive periodica] examinations?

MEMBER In charge a t LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon*Mo Sir Henry Wheeler): (•) The procedure that has been adopted ie 
aa follows: —



^  allow of an English translation of a of a speech delivered
by a  member in a vernacular to appear in the official proceedings of the 
Council, it will be necessary for a member ho speaking to band to ilia 
Secretary to the Council a certified vernacular pricu  of bis speech within 
24 hours of its deliffery. On receipt of such a pricis the Secretary will 
have the samfe translated by the Government translator and the lmu&la» 
tion will be published in the report of the proceeding*, with an explana­
tory footnote.

Bengali-speaking members may also, if they so desire, dictate their 
speeches, immediately after delivery in Council, to the senior assistant 
of the legislative Department. The speeches will then be incorporated 
in the officiat report with an explanatory note.

(u) The answer is in the negative.

Alleged outrage aft Niftpftamari.

184. Maulvi HAMHMJD.DIN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’Me the
• Member in charge of the Political Department he pleased to state 

whether Government contemplate holding any inquiry by a committee 
consisting of othcials and non-official*, with a non-official majority, into 
the alleged outrage at Xilphamuri in the district of ltaugpur on the 28th 
oj December, 1921, by Gurkha police?

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member l>e pleased to state—

(i) who gave the order to open fire, and
(ii) whether it is in the contemplation of Government to give any

compensation to the jteople who were wounded?

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELEfts (a) The answer is in the 
negative.

(6) (t) No actual order to fire was given. The fact* were detailed 
in fcnswer to a question of Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur in the Legis­
lative Council on the 24th ultimo.

(ii) No recommendation to that effect has ho far been made by the
local officers. Inquiry is being made as to whether there is any case for
net ion on these lines. mm %

Civil dieobedienoe and intereels of zemindars. •
MS. M m  SURINDRA NARAYAN SINHAl <S) Will (lie Ifon’b!*. 

the Member in charge of the Political Department bf*pl«ased to state 
whether the Government contemplate holding a conference with the 
mmindar* and others in order to devise ways and means t<f deal with 
or to counteract the cult of civil disobedience?

(b) I f  so, when is such a conference likely to be held?
(e) If  the answer is is the negative, will the Hon’ble the Member he 

pleased to state what action, if any, have the Government decided upon

I  t  QUESTIONS. U  «
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to take to protect the interest# of the mmind&rs and others who are 
likely to suffer most?

The Hon’ble s ir  HENRY WHEELER: (a), (b) and (c) Government 
is in constant touch with all interest# likely to be aiT&ted were a general 
movement of civil disobedience to be inaugurated, and tthey do not 
consider that uny formal conference needs to be convened at the moment. 
The action to l>e taken by Government in the event of such a movement 
clearly depends on its nature and extent.

Attendance on holidays in the Bengal Secretariat.

166. Munehi AYUB ALI: (<i) Will the Hon'ble the Member in 
charge of the Department of Finance lie pleased to Htate whether it i |  
a fact that all departments of the Bengal Secretariat are kept (>artially 
open during gazetted holidays and whether all assistants are required to 
attend office on those days by turnP

(b) If so, are they allowed any extra remuneration or compensatory 
leave for such attendance?

(c) If  not, why not?
(d) Are the assistants whnee homes are in the interior of the province 

exempted from such attendance, especially during the Ihtrya l*uja and 
X'iurh holiday*, to enable them to g o  home to visit their family and 
relations occasionally P

(e) Are the Government aware that a considerable amount of dis­
content prevails amongst the assistants on this accountP

(/) If so, what steps are the Government contemplating taking to 
allay the discontent P

The Hon'ble Mr. il. H. KERR: (a) The attendance of a few assistants 
in office on gnxetted holidays is necessary for the disposal of urgent 
public business. This duty is taken in turn.

(6) and (c) No. Such duty is an ordinary incident of whole-time 
service. In the Legislative Department, where the volume of work 
varies very much from time to time, compensatory leave is sometimes 
allowed when the state of the work permits.

(d) Yes, so far as work permits.
<#•) Nq.
{f) The question does not arise.

%
Persons dealt with under soot ion 144 ( 0  the Criminal 

Preoedure Code.

1ST. Rai HARENDRANATM CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble
the Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a list skewing the names of persons dealt with under sec­
tion 144 </) of the Criminal Procedure Code for political work, stating
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the apprehended act or act* on their part, for which immediate preven­
tion or ipeedy remedy was thought desirable in each ease?

Thi Htn*bto Sir HENRY W HEELERt Full information ia not in 
the possession of Cftvernment and it is not considered necessary to 
undertake the labour of compiling it. I t  is assumed that the expression 
“ political work ’* has reference to such activities us the making of 
seditious speeches or the stirring up of violent and inflammatory agita­
tion, etc.

Munter in tfm 24-Pargants district and in th# 
Btsirhat subdivision.

168. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Iiou’ble the
"Member in charge of the 1'olice Department he pleased U> lay on the 
table a statement showing for the last five years separutely for the 
*4-lkarganas distric t and the subdivision of Basirhat—

(i) the number of murders that were reported; and
the number of leported murder cases in which the culprits were 

detected and punished?

Tht Hon’bts Sir HENRY W HEELER: (*) and (ii) A statement is 
l<hd on the table. *

Statement referred to in the reply to un starred question No. 26.

( l )  MrtDKR CA»R* in  t h k t>m »irr or 24'Par<umah 
1917 to  1921.

{>11*1*0 THR YKAft*

m 24*Pargafuui district—

Number at mni4+t 
n m

Mumbvr «f npuri#4 Niurdor «mm in 
*kirh Ud oulpr-U 
»*r* I S miM  iMIpanUtwNl.

1917 87 1
1918 38 2
1919 31 2
1920 47 8

W  1 W I  •
3« 3

( l l )  MtraOKK C A SH  IM B A SiaU A T  St S(*l VISION UL'ttlN'J T1IR \  EARS 

1917 TO 19 21. •

R w ir h A t s u b d iv is t .j i i—

?917 14 N .l

1918 14
1 9 19 10 Nil
l9 t0 17 * •

m i 17 I t

•  Ow Irtfcl «t «hs I
f «rte) •* «*» Sw4

3
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Cafoutti Houso Allowanooa.

156. Rai Dr HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Finance by pleased to state 
whether there is any departmental order or circular under which a 
special Calcutta House Allowance is allowed to the highly paid officers 
(Imperial Branch) stationed in Calcutta?

(b) If 80, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to place a copy 
of that order or circular on the table for inforuAition of the Council?

(v) Will the Hou'ble the Meml>er be also pleabcd to state whether there 
in any contemplation to enhance still more the scale already provided 
or to bring under its operation still more highly paid grade of officers who 
are at present debarred from drawing the Calcutta House Allowance?

(d) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of placing 
before the Council any proposed change of amendment contemplated of 
the aforesaid order or circular for discussion and c onsideration of the 
Council?

Tht Hon'bla Mr. J, H. KERR, (/i) and (h) A copy of th e  rules of 
the C alcutta  House Allowance Scheme has been placed cm the L ibrary  
table. The allowance* is not confined to officers a ll-Ind ia  services.

(c) In  view of the m arked c hange in conditions since the p resent 
scheme was introduced its revision is under consideration.

(<i) If it is decided to make any change, the revised proposals will 
be placed before the Council before they are given effect to.

Waiting-room for fomaloa at Barisal stoamor station.

166. Maulvi FAILAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Marine Department be pleased to state—

(r) whether it is a fact that there is no urinal attached to the wait­
ing room for females at the Barisai steamer station; and 

(»•) whether it is a fact that passengers from Dacca or other places 
have to wait from 0 to 12 hours in the waiting room in order 
to avail themselves of other steamers on different sepri^fck?

<M A^e the Government considering the desirability of inviting the 
attention of the steamer company to the defect of the want of a urinal?

Ttio Hon’bla Mr. 4. H. KERR: (a) (i) Yes.
(i») Through-booked passengers from Dacca and elsewhere, who are 

waiting lor other steamers at Barisal, are permit ted the use of steamer* 
with suitable latrines and have no need to visit the waiting-rooma fur 
males or female**.

(6) The matter was brought to the attention of the steamer com­
pany, who have replied as in (a).
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Hsomitmaiit of thirtoon Assistant tuporintondonU of Polioa.

t i l .  Baton .SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: Will Urn Hon’hle the 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state 
what effect, if any,^ias been given to the resolution of the Council panned 
in the montl^of August last recommending that no further recruitment , 
of the remaining thirteen Assistant Superintendent* of Police he made 
this year from England?

Tho Hon’Mo Sir.fyENRY W HEELER: A copy of the resolution, 
together witl* a ropy of the debate in the legislative Council, has been 
forwarded tg the Government of India for transmission to His Majesty’s 
Secretary of State for India.

Tho DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Before we commence tho proceedings 
of the day, I think it would not 1h» out of place, in view of certain event* 
which haw recently taken plat e, to icfer to a matter closely connected 
with the dignity of the House. We are all interested in maintaining the 
dignity of the Council and should do our liest to see that nothing is done 
•which might lower it in the estimation of-* ho public or of ourselves.
It is needles.* for me to say that the hon’ble meml>crs of this Council 
nhould not make personal attacks against anv member or use offen­
sive expressions agnftnst an\ member, be he an official or a non-official 
niemlier. 1 hope and trust the members of this (Council will scru­
pulously guard against anv tendency todep.nt from this sound and 
well-recognised principle.

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: May 1 request you to see
that this portion of the proceedings does not ap»»eai in the Press?

Tho DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: If it forms t jmrt of the proceedings 
of the meeting, it must be n ade public.

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: Cannot you restrain the 
newspaper reporters?

The DEPUTYtPRESIOENT: No. tliiil in ri-rtitinlv not ilrairable.

Budget of the Co*eromei*t of Bengal.

The Hon'Me Mr. 4. H. KERR: I have the honour toapresenl the 
Budget estimates of the Government of Bengal imr the year 1922-23. 
The ci?U estimates are, as usual, accompanied by tfci financial state­
ment, explaining in detail the variation* under tVe different major heads 
of the Budget. Tn drawing up this review, we h**\e endeavoured to meet 
the criticisms which were levelled at us last yec.t regarding the insuffi­
ciency of the information which we supplied, and I trust that the 
explanatory memorandum a ill furnish members of this Council with 
moat of the information they will require when we come to deal with



the voting of grants. The general financial situation of * the Govern­
ment of Bengal has been the subject of frequent discussion in this 
Council during recent months. The broad outlines of tlie situation are 
only too familiar to all of us and 1 need not take up the time of the 
Council by making a lengthy speech on the subjecthhin afternoon.

The figures in the Budget now presented do not differ materially 
from thos*> which 1 gave to the Council when I introduced the taxation 
Bills last month. The revised estimates for the current year show a 
decline both under receipt* and under expenditure. The decrease in 
receipts is unfortunately over Rs. 76 lakhs, of which Rq. 52 lakhs 
occurs under the three main revenue-producing heads, land-reveuue, 
excise and stamps. The falling-off in land-revenue is largely due to 
the postponement of the collection of settlement charges which fol­
lowed inevitably on the derision to reduce* the settlement programme 
on account of the financial stringency; and we shall, we hope, make 
good this deficiency next year. The falling-off in excise afid stamps 
is more serious. It is due to various causes, but mainly, to the de­
pressed state of trade and industry during the year. It is impossible 
for tis to say when a normal state of affairs will lie restored in thitf 
respect.

On the expenditure side, the revised estimates show a saving of 
Its. (W lakhs over the origiual estimates, mainly cfue to retrenchments 
which we were forced to effect in view of the financial situation. For 
next year we budget for a slight improvement in the receipts and for 
n still further retrenchment in the expenditure and the net result is a 
deficit of Rs. 120 lakhs which we hope to cover, as the Council know, 
by the taxation profnmals which we introduced last month and which 
we hope to jw iss  next month. I do not promise to go into details to-day 
in regard to the budget demands of the various departments. The 
time for that will come later. I am afraid the Council will be to some 
extent ineonvenienced^in comparing the budget figures for next y««ir 
with those of the current year owing to certain changes in the classi­
fication which have been made under the orders of the Government of 
India. Two of these are imjMtrtant and mav be briefly mentioned. 
Under T*and-revenue, we formerly used to show half of the charges of 
district administration, the other half being shown under th<̂  1Wld 
** Administration of Justice. ’* Tender the orders of the Government 
of Tndia a tew sub-head “ District Administration *’ has now been in­
troduced under the iinajor head "  General Administration. '* The 
M ult is a large apparent decrease in the expenditure under the *4 Land- 
revenue ** head and a <v>iresponding increase under “  General Adminis­
tration. u Jbere  are also some rather important and complicated 
changes in the irrigation budget which are explained in the memo­
randum.

The Budget now presented is not a production of which onyoM con 
U p proud. I t will give no satisfaction to those membm who but
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year reproached us on the ground that the Budget showed lack of 
imagination and no signs of any constructive programme on the part 
of the Ministers. Once again, we have to budget for a large deficit, 
and the consequence is that we have had to frame our proposal* in a spirit 
of rigid and parsimonious economy. It is not to he expected, therefore, 
that this Budget will show any indications of a broad and generous* 
programme for the improvement of the conditions of life in this Presi­
dency on the lines which many members of this Council would like to 
see adopted. The Budget, in fact, does not profess to do more thaa 
provide for ttye bare'n&ds of the administration. The Finance Depart­
ment have been compelled to prune the departmental budgets ruthlessly 
in spite of pWests from Members and Ministers, and the result in that 
Mr. Spr.v and I are at the present moment the two most unpopulnr men 
in Writers* Buildings. Our hope that we should receive support from 
the Standing Committees in the matter of retrenchment hns not been 
realised. «On the contrary, most of the Standing Committees have 
pressed for a larger provision of funds than we have been able to make. 
The proceedings of the Standing Committees show that they went’ 
Iht'.ugh the budgets carefully and thoroughly and the fact that they 
hav » not been able to suggest any further material retrenchments sup­
port* our contention that it i*< not possible to go further in the way of 
fitting  down the demands of the various departments for the money 
tjiev require in order to carry out the bare essentials of their administra­
tive responsibilities. In these circumstances, it is not n matter for sur­
prise that the Budget makes no provision for new schemes and that 
we have been compelled to suspend the undertaking of all new works.

There are, however, good grounds for hope that this is the last of the 
deficir budgets that we whall have to present to this Council. If the 
Council passe** the taxation Bills which have been placed before it, we 
should in future years be able to show a small surplus: but we cannot 
take that surplus into account at the present stage, because the Bills 
have not yet been passed by the Council. What we propose to do, there­
fore, is to submit to the Council a supplementary Budget after the Bills 
are passed. Tn tHat Budget, we shall show how we propose to deal with 
any snrplus that we may then enjoy. What that surplus will amount to, 
itHfin^possible for me to say at present. Tt will be seen from the Reports 
of the Select Committees on the taxation Bills, which T shall present 
to the Council at a later stage in to-day’s proceedings, tbai the Select 
Committees have already proposed certain reductions in the taxation 
demand* which the Bills originally contained. We £oped, under otfr 
original proposals, to get in a sum of about Rs. 150 lakhs from the 
proceeds of new taxation. The changes effected by the Se!#ct Commit- 
tees will, so far as we can judge at present, reduce this amount to some­
thing in the neighbourhood of Rs. 140 lakhs. That will leave us a sur­
plus of only Rs. 20 lakhs over the estimated deficit for next year. But 
if the taxation proposals go. through in the form proposed by the Sflaet
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Committee*, and if we can count on a permanent addition to our 
revenue# of B*. 140 lakhs or Rs. 150 lakhs, we feel that we shall be 
justified in meeting Its. 40 lakhs of the next year’s deficit from our 
balance**. If we are placed in a position under which we can reasonably 
estimate for a moderate working surplus in normal years, we shall be 
justified in keeping our balances at a comparatively low figure; and if 
we find that we can safely reduce them to Its. 20 lakhs our revenue defi­
cit next year will be reduced to Rs. 80 lakhs. The new taxation,.should 
then provide us with a surplus of about Rs. 60 lakhs available for expen­
diture next year. Proposals for the expenditure €of*this surplus will, as 
J have said, be laid before the Council in due course, when we are in 
a bettej position to estimate what our surplus will be. I ufould merely 
urge for the moment that the Budget, which I am presenting to-day, 
shottU not be regarded us our complete Budget und that we should not 
be jt’dged on that Budget. The Budget provides merely for the essen­
tia) need** of the administration and ha* been drawn up on the & isu m p ticn  
that we shall rereivc no further revenue during the coming year. That 
Assumption will, I hope, l>e falsified and we shall then be able to put 
our further proposals before the Council.

As usual, there will !*» tm discussion on the Budget to-day, but 
from the 27tl\ of February onwards, the Budget will lie thrown open to 
general discussion. We propose to follow the Mafic practice that wt* 
adopted last year, of allowing non-official members, in the first place, 
to offer such remarks as they may wish to make. The Members of the 
Council and the Ministers will then deal with the questions which will 
be ruisod in the course of the debate and clear the way for the voting 
of grants which will l>egin from the l#th of March. I would merely 
ndd now that in the course of the coming week, if anv Members of 
Council desire further information on the Budget now presented, 
Mr. Spry and mvself will he hnppv to see them at anv time and to 
supply any explanation that mav lie required on points which are n*t 
clear to them.

Covtritmtfti Bills. 

Tht Calcutta Municipal Bill, 1921. 

T ta HofilNt Sir SURENDRA NATH BAHERJEA: 1 be* to
rnuve for lc'nve to <tefer the motion for the reference of tke Calcutta 
Municipal Bill, I$21, to a Select Committee to a later session of the 
Council.

This is a formal matter. We have circulated the Bill among the 
public bodies. We have not received their replies yet. The forma­
tion of Select Committee under the circumstances would he 
premature. Therefore, we are obliged to defer the constitution of
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the Select Committee till the time when these replies are received. 
A* a eon*equence I  have to move for leave of the House to defer the 
refarspce to the Select Committee to a later date.

Thr motion was then put and a g r e e d  to.

The Bengal Aerial Ropeways Bill, 1921.

T ilt  D E P U T Y -P R E S IO E N T .'l am informed that the report of the 
Select Committee os 4he Bengal Aerial Ropewa\* Bill, 1921, haa not 
yet been printed. Therefore items Nos 5 to 7 in the Agenda ataud over.

The Bengal Amusements Tax Bill, 1922.

The Hon’ble Mr. 4. H. KERR: I beg to prenent the rejnirt of the 
Select Cqfnmittee on the Bengal Amusement* Tax Bill, H*22.

The chan get* which have 1mh*u made hv the Select Committee will 
be apparent from their report. Ah I promised the Couneil when T 

•moved th at the Bill 1m* referred to a Sele< t Committee, we wumtmmod 
before u* the reprenentativea of the principal theatre" and cinema* in 
Calcutta, and they allowed u* lievond any shadow ot doubt that their 
I4idu*try wan very iftueh depies*ed at the preseii' time, and that taxa- 
tioi) on the acale propoaed in the original Bill would tend to prea* very 
*cverely on the industry. e were impreaaed by their argum ents, but 
we discovered from the full accoun ts which thev ahowed un, that 
the amount of money taken from the Calcutta public on the*e 
entertainm ent* during the la*t t ear--adm ittedly  a year of great 
deprenflion—wan well over Rn. JM) lakh*. We did not, therefore, feel 
juwtified in abondoning thi* tax altogether, but we have changed the 
rates to be charged on admission ticket* to cinema* and theatre* and 
ttijpilar place* from 25 j>er c»*nt. to nomething l>etveen 12$ and 15 per 
<‘ent. all round. We have aUo decided to recommend that no 
entertainm ent tax should l>e levied on ticket* below eight anna*. 1 
do not think I need add anv further remark* in regard to thi* report.

• The Bengal Court-lees (Amendment ) Bill, 1022.

The Hon’ble Mr. J . H, KERR: I beg to pre*ent the r^x>rt of the 
Select (Committee on the Bengal (!ourt-feea (Atw^dment) Bill, 1&22. 
Here again the report will *how that we have made «non*iderable and 
important reductions on auita of low value in accordance with the 
general wiah, which waa expreaaed in the Council laat monfh, that we 
should do all that ia poaaible to avoid hardnhip to the poorer classes.
I do not propone to go into detail* on thi* subject thi* afternoon, but there 
ia one very important point which ii rained in the minute* of dissent on 
this Bill and the Stamp Bill on which I  should like to aay a few words.#



There is a proposal that the operation of these taxation Bills 
should be limited to three years. The advocates of this proposal urge 
that the Government of India have remitted our provincial contribu­
tion of Rs. 63 lakhs for three years only, and that if at the end of that 
period, they find uh comfortably off* they will b* tempted to re-impose 
the contribution. Well, that point of view iy intelligible, but I 
think its advocates overlook the fact that the Rs 03 lakhs is only a 
comparatively small item in our list of complaints against the 
Government of India. We have always said that we regard thd 
remission of the Ks. 63 lakhs as affording us entirely, inadequate 
relief, and we have made it clear—His * Excellency has made it 
clear—that we do not propose to relax our protest* untif the whole 
settlement is revised in un equitable manner. It is impossible for 
me to prophesy what may happen during the next three years, but 
it is much more probable that a general revision oi the settlement will 
Is* initiated during that period than that the end of the three years 
will find um in a  position where nothing more than Rs. 63 lakhs is at 
stake. The proposal to limit the Hills to a penod of three year* is, 
therefore, rather like getting ready a weapon for a fight, which may 
not take place at all, but which, if it docs take place, will probably 
assume a form which none of us can anticipate at the present 
moment. c *

The real argument agtii*ist the limitation of taxation to three 
years is, however, the practical one. The Budget for next year, 
which I have just presented, shows a deficit nf Rs. 120 lakhs. The 
taxation Bills, if they go through substantial^ in their present form, 
should bring us an income of about Rs.  140 lakhs, or Us.  20 lakhs 
above our present deficit. But, if we can count on these Bills, as 
giving tis a permanent source of revenue of Rs. HO lakhs, the benefits 
that we shall gain will be far in excess of the comparatively small surplus 
that we shall obtain over our present deficit. In the first place, givemm 
moderate surplus on which we can permanently count, we shall be able 
to raise a loan for capital expenditure, therebv relieving our revenue 
budget. Members of this Council of all shades of opinion, who have 
any experience of financial administration* ha'e urged on the Govern­
ment the necessity of taking this course. It is not sound that ^ gfltot 
Government or a great Corporation should defray the cost of its 
capital schAne* from revenue. We have had to do that hitherto, 
because we have netcr had any assured income ot our own, but now 
that we have got an assured income, we should take the first oppor­
tunity of putting our finances on a sound footing by financing capital 
works fronf loans. That w the first advantage which an assured 
surplus would give us.

In the second place, if we are ?n a position to raise a loan for 
capital works, we can safely reduce our balances to a very moderate 
figure; as at present advised, we think that Rs. 20 lakhs would be
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sufficient foi* this purpose. If w© adftpt this course, our revenue deficit 
next year will he reduced to Rs. 30 lakhs, and we should hare a 
revenue surplus of about IN 60 lakhs available for new schemes. With 
the aid of this surplus and of the loan for capital works, Ministers should 
be able to inaugurate a policy of exjHinsion of the activities of the 
transferred cfepartments—a matter winch is pressed upon us in the great 
majority of the non-official resolution* that an* moved in the Council.

What I have said is batted upon the assumption that we can count on 
this taxation as a permanent source of tevenue, or at any rate, that we 
can be assured that the taxation will not !>** lenmted unless we get a 
corresponding amount of revenue from other souicos [jet us consider for 
a moment what would hap|*»n if the taxation Bills were limited to a 
period of three years. At the end of three years, there will be a new 
Council. If that Council refused to renew the taxation Bills, and if the 
Government of India re-imposed the provincial contribution of 
Rs. 63 lakhs, we should be faced with another doficit approaching1
2 crores of rupees. With this prospect in vieu, 1 doubt very much
whether Government would be justified in raising1 a loan for capital
works. It would be very risky for Government to burden itself with
a loan, when it knew very well that then* whs at least a risk, whioh 
it would have to ta^e into account, of a large deficit at the end of 
tliree years, and the possibility of having to meet the loan charges 
by curtailing essential administrative requirements, If, then, we 
decided that the prospect of this taxation being available for three 
years only did not justify n> in raising a loan, wc should not find it 
possible to ieduce our balances much below th*»ir present figure of 
Rs. 60 or Its. 60 lakhs. I would remind the Council that our defic it 
for next year has been redured to Us. 120 lakhs bv cutting out all 
provision for new capital works. It is obvious, however, that, this 
state of affairs could not continue indefinitely. Urgent demands for 
capital works are sure to In* prpssed upon us by all departments*—in 
fact they are coming in now much more f r e q u e n t ly  than I care to see— 
and we should have to conserve our balances to meet demands of this 
nature. The result is that our surplus next year would be reduced 
toj^he difference between our deficit and the proceeds of the new 
taxes, «that is to may, we should ha^e a surplus of only about 
Rs. 20 lakhs and we should have to keep this for capital works and for 
the JMMEMtal growth of recurring expenditure. It would not*be possible 
iar us to launch out on any new schemes of any magnitude involving jectir- 
ring expenditure. Our position for the next three years during which 
the taxes will be in force would be the same. The most we could 
expect would be a small annual revenue surplus of Rs. 20 laklis or so 
for three years with the prospect or at least the possibility of a huge 
deficit at the end of that period. So 1 say that if these taxation Bills 
an  limited to a period of three years, we shall be fb very much the 
same position as at present. We should have no money to spare tor
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new schemes, however deserving, or however much they may be 
desired by thin Council or the country. Surely, this is sot a state of 
affair* that can be desired by any member of this Council, least of all 
by thou* who are always pressing' upon us the urgent need for schemes 
of development in the transferred departments. Surely, it would be 
ven much better to take the? bull by the horns: gi\e as this taxa­
tion as a permanent source of revenue on which we can count, until 
we can increase our resources in othtr ways, instead of imposing this 
restriction of three years in the hope that we should thereby be 
placed in a better position to fight a battle whicfi may nqver come off 
and which, h« I have s»id, will almost certainly not come off in the 
form which the advocates (I this measure anticipate. There will be 
plenty of time between now and the 8th of March, when the taxation 
Bills will come up for dinclusion, for members of the Council to think 
over the situation, and I trust that the remarks which I have made to­
day will rei eive  their careful consideration.

Tha Bengal Stamp (Amendment) Bill, 1922,

The Hon’ble Mr. J. H, KERR: 1 lie# to present the report of the 
Select Committee on the Bengal Stamp (Amendment) Bill, 1922.

Here again we have made a few small alterations in the way of relief 
to the poorer clitMses. We have also made important alterations in 
drafting to meet various points of legal difficulty which will arise from 
the fact that Bengal will in future have its own stamp law. These altera­
tion* are mostly of a technical nature, and I do not think I need take up 
the time of this Council by describing them.

Demands for Grants.
The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: [ am informed that there are no 

demands to be made to the Council at this meeting. •

" Ballot for resolutions—Finanoe Bills.

The DEPUTY*PRESIDENT: A ballot for resolutions admitted for 
the 27th Ffforuary will be held in the Committee Room in the To^n Wall 
at  11 a.m. to-morrow.

I have Also to inform the members that His Excellency the Governor 
has fixed the 8th to Jte 10th March and the 14th to 17th for the motions 
for the consideration and passing of the three Finance Bills. •

Copies of the report of the Select Committee on the Court-feea Bill 
are now placed in the hands of members. Tt is hoped to place copies of 
the other two Bills, with the report of the Select Committees thereon, in 
the hands of members to-morrow or at the latest by the 24th.

Notice of amendments to the Bills should be sent so as to roach the 
Secretary by the 2nd March at the latest.



Non-ofllotal M entor's Bill.

{The Bengal Muhammadan Marriages and Divorces

Registration (Amendment) Bill, 1021.

•HAH sV e D EMDADUL HAQ .spoke in Bengali. The English 
translation of his speech in aa follows:—

Aa the opinions of all the public bodies to which the Bill wan circu­
lated have not yet b ^n  receiv**d and an the Rill, under the rule# of busi­
ness, will lapse if no further motion in mude now, I move for the leave 
of the Iloilfce to defer the motion for reference to a Select Committe** to 
a later session.

The motion wax put and agreed to.

Resolutions 

(under the rules for the discussion of matters of general pubtio interest). 

Recruitment of Indian Deputy Commissioners, Calcutta Poiioe.

Mr. BIJOY PROSAD 8INCH ROY . 1 move that “ this Council 
^recommend* to the4ioveinment that step* be taken ho  as to provide that 
half the number of Deputy Commivtioncrs of the Calcutta Police l»e 
Indians. M

I need hardly way what m m\ object in placing thin resolution l>efore 
the House at a time when a high tension of feeling in prevailing agninst 
the Police Department and when it hart to perform a very uupleusntit 
duty of making indiscriminate arrests all over the country and especially 
in Calcutta, it  is a duty unpleasant for all human beings and it is more 
h o  for un Indian to deprive another Indian o f  hi* personal liberty for 
itfetwm  which are considered by many an instance* of noble sacrifice in the 
country's cause. Whatever may he the opinion in some quarters, 1 
place this resolution before the House with the greatest reluctance and I 
do it with a full oensc of responsibility that if it in accepted by the House, 
and if the (ioverninont are pleased to give effect to 

I would be thrusting an undesirable duty on at least two 
Indian member* of the imperial Police Service. I beg to assure the 
House first of all that, in moving this resolution, *1 have not 
been actuated by any prejudice against the Kurof^an members of the 
Policy Service nor i# it my intention to raise ^ racial questions. 
My only object is to sec ure some advantages for the residents 
of Calcutta and thereby to allay, to a certain extent, 
the ill-feeling which at present exists between them and the 
authorities of the Calcutta Police. I t  may he interesting to know t b t  
the supervising staff of the Calcutta Police at present consists of 
1 Commissioner of Police, T Deputy Commissioners and 13 Assistant
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(jonuDiwiunerM. Of these 20 officers, only 6 are Indians, namely,
1 Deputy Commissioner and 5 Assistant (Commissioners. The Commie- 
sioner, as the head of the Metropolitan police, is responsible to the 
Oo\eUim*nt for the good management of the force under him and for the 
maintenance of law and order in this city. The Deputy Commissioners 
are very responsible office™ having direct charge of the vatious depart­
ments or the administrative units into which the Calcutta Police admin­
istration is divided. The authority of these Deputy Commissioners is 
practically supreme in their own departments, onjy subject to a formal 
control and supervision of the Commissioner of Police. I do not think 
it is necessary for my present purpose to give further details of the police 
administration of Calcutta or of any of its departments. According to 
the recommendations of the Public Services Commission, 33 per cent, of 
the appointments in the Imperial Police Service should be given to the 
Indians. Of these 33 per cent, two-thirds should be appointed by direct 
recruitment and one-third b\ promotion from the Deputy Sujierintend- 
euts, but up till now there was no direct recruitment, and this 
question of direct recruitment, it may be remembered, was 
thratdied out in this Council a few months ago by my learned friend Babu 
Nurendra Nath Mallik, in connection with the appointment of Assistant 
Ku|HrrintendcritM of Police. At present there are altogether 117 officers; 
of these only 13 are Indians, some of whom are permanent members 
the Service and some are only officiating members. So that if the recom­
mendations of the Public Services Commission were given effect to, the 
number should have been at least 39. Of these 39, 26 should have been 
directly rcruited and 13 should have been recruited by promotion from 
the Deputy Superintendents.

My suggestion is that half the number of Deputy Commissioners of 
the Calcutta Police should be Indians. This would require that at least 
three of them should be Indians. This can be effected either by transfer 
of the Indian members of the Police Service from the districts to Calcutta, 
or by promotion of the Assistant Commissioners of the Calcutta Police. 
The most obvious objection of Government to promotion may be that 
there are already 13 Indians—the number of promotions sanctioned by 
the Secretary of State—so no fresh appointment can be made by promo­
tion, It may be ohnevved, in reply, that the Government of Bengal vffcVe 
not very diligent in giving effect to the recommendations of the Public 
Services Commission, and they cannot consistently plead that they can­
not appoint two or t^ree more officers to the Imperial Police Service by 
giving promotion. I hope the Government will not attempt to put forth 
this plea of statutory bar.

In thesifeday* of constant trouble and political agitation, the super­
vising officers of the Police Service have constantly to come in contact 
with political agitators and to face very difficult situations—situations 
which require presence of mind, sobriety of judgment and tact in hand­
ling. Calcutta, as the capital of the Presidency, and <*ntre of tearing,
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in naturally the nursing ground of all political agitations. So it is 
neoessary that officers of the Calcutta Police should be composed of men 
possessing wider knowledge of human nature and enjoying confidence 
both of the Government and the public alike. The Public Services 
Commission and all other bodies which have investigated into the condi­
tions of serfices in this country have recommended, without exception, 
the admission of a greater number of Indians in the Public Services, and 
this recommendation has been repeated not only because the number of 
qualified Indians is gradually increasing, but also because Indians have 
certain adv<^itages *over foreigners, however great the efficiency of the 
latter may be. They never learn the language of the country and get 
very little opportunity of knowing the life, manners ami customs *.f the 
children of the soil. These Deputy Commissioners of Police generally 
begin their career as Assistant Superintendents and, in course of five 
or six years, they come up to the position of Deputy Commissioner*. 
These young officers are generally placet! over very experienced Assist* 
ant Commissioners so that these Assistant Commissioner* in the mime 
of “ assisting/’ have often to coach their official superiors. Nationality,

* official position and the ignorance of the native language of these Deputy 
Commissioners often stand in the way of their freelv mixing with thiir 
friends and acquaintances othei than Europeans, and they are, therefore, 
4o a certain extent, inaccessible to the public. It is well known that the 
efforts of the police in detecting crimes or in handling difficult situa- 
tions are often frustrated if they do not get the co-operation of the pub­
lic. The treatment accorded to some members of the public, whatever 
may be their political opinion, by some of tho European officers of the 
Calc utta Police has made them very unpopular. Without attempting to 
cite particular instances of uncourteous behaviour, I shall show that 
they have lost the confidence of the public, the sympathy of even the 
sober, and loyal section of the citizens; this ha* told upon their useful­
ness. The country expects better treatment from the Indian officers, 
and, I  hope, if they are appointed to the responsible post of Deputy 
Commissioners either by transfer from the districts or by promotion from 
Assistant Commissioners, who will be men of great experience, they 
will be able to regain the confidence of the public and re-establish the 
gflpd name of the police in Calcutta. With these few words, I beg to 
comnAnd the resolution to the acceptance of the House.

M u  INOU 1HU3HAN OUTTA: In view o', the fact that the 
gradual Indianisation of the services is an already accepted principle of 
the Reform Scheme, I think the proposal of my friend is a very modest 
one, and I heartily support it. Only a few months ago, £fcis Council 
passed a resolution that there should be no further recruitment for 
Imperial Police Service Officers in Kngland. The object of that reso­
lution was to give the Government an opportunity of gradually Indiani- 
sin / the Police Service. After the acceptance of that resolution by the
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Council, I need hardly impress on the members of the Council that thia 
rawlutJor. has also got to be accepted, as a corollary to the other ou»\ 

Both in the Council and outbid*, »OlM>ffleial members have urged that 
there should be greater ay-opemikxfrW&rem the public and the Police. 
Even His Excellency the Governor has been pleased to say in this Council 
that the need of co-operation betffajp the Police and the ptblic is para­
mount. We have heard in thta4ifltffeicil that the people are generally 
to blame for not co-operating with the Police in the way in which they 
should do, bat we have hardly had an opportunity of seeing the other 
aide of the shield. Recently, a polite conference'was held in Howrah, 
representing Indian Police ()f f i < 9 | i 9 t p a r t s  of India and in the 
presidential address of that confewsaea, 'w# were told that many Indian 
Police Officers have been taken to task * by their superior European 
officers for freely mixing with the peoplV. Can you co-operate with the 
people without mixing vith them}* It is a serious charge and 
Government should clear the ground by meeting the charge. \At a time 
when we are all directed t< co-operate with the Police—and even His 
Kxcellency has strengthened thin point by referring to it in the Council—
1 think that every facility should lie given for better co-operation between 
the Police and the publir. It is an important fact—and it cannot be 
denied—that European officers of the Police department do not get an 
opportunity of knowing the social structure, characteristics and habifo 
of the Indian people, over whom they are placed in charge, so easily as 
Indian officers can. It is not un uncommon fact that they do not know 
the language of the district or the province over which they hold sway. 
What is the result of this? The result is that they have to depend 
upon the reports of subordinates who often cannot be trusted. If good 
Indian officers are placed in the superior posts, we shall surely see greater 
co-operation and better facilities for mixing with the people than we 
see at present. Recently there have been cases, referred to by the 
Hon'ble mover of the resolution, in Calcutta, where the conduct, tfc* 
behaviour of some of the European Deputy Commissioners has been 
unpleasant to the people. Some of these cases are tub judice, and it 
would not be fair on my part to make any comment on them, but the fact 
remains, that the people are dissatisfied and it is the paramount duty of 
the Government, in these days of stress and heart-burning, that when­
ever they have a chance, officers should not lie sent to deal with the 
people, offers who have not that requisite degree of sympathy which is 
so much needed to ipeet difficult situations. That is one of the main 
reasons why we demand that Indian officers, who are sympathetic to the 
people, should be placed in charge of these high appointments.

With tl^se few words, I beg to support the motion.

M  MAHtNDRA CHANDRA MITRA S * a * tr :  I beg to support 
this resolution. I t is necessary in the interests of the public that there 
should be greater co-operation between the public and the poliee, and the 
popularity of the police depends upon this, and this only. Why is i t
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that the police are do unpopular? This question is the subject matter 
of talk in various circles and,the ^ W |fe n depend* only on one thing»n>., 
sympathy between the people ^Hran^ttpHre. Many Kuropean officers 
are not in a position to gra^l* tn ^ lU R a n c e  of their daily duties, and 
they have to depend entirely upon the energy and efforts of their Indian 
officers. In ca^es of murder, the an(l investigations have to be
made by the Indian officers, and thW Brect decisions arrived at, are 
based upon the reports submitted by them; consequently, the first-hand 
work, the first-hand jg^uiries and investgations have all to be made by 
Indian officer*. The Knr<>peajjj>ffiitt<Miiir<> not i« » position clearly to 
understand ^he subject iniM flB t JH B R ^iry ; the Indian officer, from 
his knowledge of the langunBHBpR<^T̂ rs and customs of the country, 
is in u better position to app i^Jpe the subject matter of these inquiries. 
If all these facts are taken into consideration, can there be any doubt in 
the minds of the members of this Council that the work—the subject 
matter foi* consideration—should he left to the Indian officer* P These 
are the views which I submit for the consideration of the Council.

• Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: I beg to support this motion, 
and regard being had to the fact that I have already said a Iot<about it a 
few months ago, on the question of the desirability of introducing a large 
number of Indians ill the superior brunches of the police, I 'do not like 
to reiterate all those arguments now and take up the time of the Council. 
To my mind the strongest argument in support of this motion is this: 
that we are now speaking of the Indian police service, and nobody has 
a greater right to be in that service than an Indian. It is my mother­
land and 1 want to serve my motherland, and my right is supreme. If 
one of the basic ideas of the Reform is the Indianisation of the services, 
then it is time that something should be done in that direction, some 
definite indication should he given by this time that this is really what 
thf Government wants to do. Therefore, without taking up further 
tijne of the Council, I must say that I am in entire sympathy with this 
motion

There is another point which I must ask Government to consider, and 
that is that there is a large amount of dissatisfaction amongst the Indian 
inspectors of the Calcutta Police, on account of the way in which their 
claims are overlooked in the interests of the Kuropean member* of the 
service. There are very qualified men; there are honest men in the 
Oalcufta Police—at least there are some—-and they^io not get recogni­
tion, because it is a fact that even Sergeants are promoted to the rank of 
Deputy Commissioners leaving out Inspectors of ability and unswerv­
ing honesty, and of good reputation. Therefore, in the in te n ts  of the 
Calcutta Police itself, there ought to be justice rendered to our Indian 
officers.

A fain, there is no doubt that our Indian officers have shown the 
greatest possible courage in the face of all kinds of danger and difficulty
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to which police officers are subjected from time to time. The Govern- 
meni have brought in a half-way house—that is, the Assistant Commis­
sioners. The idea in to promote them up to this place and to keep them 
excluded from the higher post o! Deputy Commissioner. The Govern­
ment havo doru1 the same in the Mental Police; they have ̂ brought in 
Deputy Superintendents from promoting efficient inspector* who are 
allowed to go up to that and can never aspire to anything higher. These 
half-wuy l^ouses arc our enemies and it is our duty to nee that justice is 
done to our brother Indian officers in the service.*, ,In the interests of 
justice, in the interests of good administration, in the interests of remov­
ing great dissatisfaction that now exists among the Indian police officers, 
1 respectfully submit that this resolution ought to be given effect to.

CHIEf SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT (Mr. H. L. 8tephm on):
I shall follow the exam ple  set hv the mover of th is  resolution and  
uvoid the thorny question of racial antagonism of the advan tages  and  
disadvantages  of  hav in g  a European service as against an Indian  one. I 
would only  diverge tins far and say that I am not prepared to accept his  
s tatement that the D eputy  Commiss ioners in Calcutta have lost the respect  
and confidence of the public . There is one other point I should like to 
correct him in. Me said that most of the Deputy  Commiss ioners had 
been brought to Calcutta after  4 or years ’ service The most junior  
l l e p u t y  Commiss ioner in Calcutta at the present time has U  years ’ service.

Com ing to the actual  resolut ion,  Sir, 1 am very g lad to have another  
opportunity of try in g  to expla in  to the Council what the exact si tuation  
is. W e  have been accused —

Mr. BIJOY PR08AD SINGH ROY* I rise to a point of order; m ay  
I know when the juniormnst D eputy  Commiss ioner was first appointed?

Tht DEPUTY-PRESIDENT; You cannot interrupt the m«mher jn  
his speech. You have a right of reply.

Mf* H. L. STEPHENSON* I shall l>e very glad to give the member 
the information he wants afterwards. As I was saying, I am very glad 
to have this further opportunity of trying to explain what the actual 
situation is, with regard to which there seems to have been a gnat Seal 
of misunderstanding. The Indian Police service is a service based on 
the same lilies as the Indian Civil Service. It is recruited on a technical 
formula, and the tfosis of its recruitment is the number of superior 
appointments that are required in the province. To that is added a 
certain percentage of those superior appointments to provide for train­
ing and lerfte vacancies. That percentage is worked out on an average 
basis from figures for many years past. This is periodically corrected, 
and the whole theory is to give 66 superior appointments, winch I^hink 
is the actual number now included in the cadre. In order to give 65 
men to these appointments, you must add a percentage to that 65 in order
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to  g i v e  y o u  y o u r  m e n  train ing and leave  vacanc ies .  T h e  w h o le  basis  
of r ec r u i tm e n t  is not Uu* n u m ber  o f  men in the  serv ice ,  but th e  nu m ber  
o f  super ior  a p p o in tm e n ts .  T h e  P u b l i c  S e rv ic es  C om m iss ion  recom m en d-  
ed th a t  a cer ta in  n u m b e r  o f  these  a p p o in tm en ts  shou ld  be l i s te d ,  i . e . ,  
s h o u ld  be th row n open for prom otion  from the  prov incia l  branches  o f  
the  p o l i ce  sdfrvice. At th e t im e  thart th ey  sat in D e n i a l ,  the  p ercentage  
of  superior  ap p o in tm en t*  th en  l is ted  wa^ 5,  and th ey  recom m en ded  that  
we shou ld  g r a d u a l ly  work up to  per  cent.  W h a t  H engal  has done  is, 
that it has  worked iyi#to 10 per cen t ,  and I th ink  we m ay c lsf tn  that th is  
is h ig h er  than in other  prov inces .  W e  are prec luded ,  as the m over  has  
pointed  o u ^  from g o in g  a n y  fu rth er  in  w o r k in g  up  to o h ig h er  percen t ­
age. by th e  order* o f  the  Secre tary  o f  S ta te ,  in regard to the pe rcen ta g es ;  
they  are based on the cons iderat ion  of the needs  o f  th e  po l ice  service  over  
the w h o le  o f  I n d ia .  T h e  present order* r eg a r d in g  the  recru itm ent  o f  
the police  service  are that 33  per c e n t . ,  not of th e superior  pouts, but 33  
per c en t .*o f  the recruitm ent every  year  is to lie recruited  from am on gst  
I n d ia n s ;  of  thin 33 per cent,  o f  the vacanc ies ,  o ne-th ird ,  v u . t 11 per cent.
}<* reserved fo? promotion from the P r ov in c ia l  service .  T he  iptestion wan 
raised by B en g a l  Iasi year  ^ i f  you promote your  D e p u ty  S u p e r in te n d ­
ents  to th e  Im per ia l  Po l ice  service  as Assis tant Su p er in ten d en t  at the  
l^ottoni, you  arc not d o in g  th em  very  much good.  W e  there fore  n e n t  up  
?o th e G o v e rn m e n t  of In d ia ,  who agreed  with  our v iews,  a i^ T lh fe^resent  
oider* are thut instead of 11 per cent,  of  the vacanc ies  every VlW  living  
set  as ide  for prom otion  of D e p u t y  S u p e r in te n d e n t ,  11 per cen t ,  o f  the  
superior  cadre i> l is ted ,  that is to say ,  ins tead of  p u t t in g  our D e p u ty  
Su perin tendent^  in at the bottom as Assis tant S u p er in ten d en ts ,  we put 
th em in at the top a** S u p e r in te n d e n ts  ot P o l ice  in the  superior  a p p o in t ­
m e n t s ;  th ere fore ,  it is w rong ,  it is a fa lse  a n a lo g y  to sav that th ere  are 
117 officers in the  ImfttMial P o l ice  and o n ly  13 are I n d ia n s .  T h ere  is a 
w rong  a n a lo g y  be< ause  we put th em  in at th e top. T he  r ig h t  figure in 
f t a t  there are i\'\ or (>*r> superior  a p p o in tm en ts  in the P o l ice  and f> o f  these  
are he ld  by I n d ia n s — promoted D e p u ty  S u p er in ten d en ts .

As regards the  system  o f  ta k in g  10 to II |>er cen t ,  o f  the  superior  
a p p o in tm en ts  and l i s t in g  th em  as open to  the P r o v in c ia l  po l ice ,  it i« in 
li eu  of th e a n n u a l  recru itm ent  o f  11 per cent,  out o f  the  33 per c e n t . ,  
which* was  to be reserved for the  P r o v in c ia l  police .  As regards  the  
re m a in in g  22 per cen t ,  of  th e r ecru itm en t ,  th e  sy stem  is in force th is  year  
o n ly ,  because  th is  is th e first year  in w h ich  th ey  h a v e  had ^ c o m p e t i t i v e  
e x a m in a t io n  for a p p o in tm e n t  to th e I n d ia n  Po l ic# .  That ex a m in a t io n  
was he ld  in D ecem b er ,  and we h ave  a lr ea d y  asked th e  G o v e r n m e n t  of 
I n d ia  to recom m en d to  th e  Sec re tary  of S ta te  the a p p o in tm e n t  of two 
I n d ia n s  from  B en g a l  on the result*  of that examination, fnd we hope  
shortly to be able to announce their names. Therefore, I claim that 
the Bengal Government has done its best to carry oat the recommends * 
ttons of the Public Services Commission, as accepted I  Bally by the 
Secretary of State aad Parliament, and that they are not opes to the
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charge brought by the hon’ble mover that they are slow in moving in the 
matter.

I f  I have succeeded in e x p la in in g  to th e Council  what the  actua l  
s ituation is an regards  the Indian Pol ice  in B en g a l  at large ,  w e  can n o w  
turn to what  h is  proposal in. T he  proposal is that h a l f  the  Jj^eputy Com­
missioners  in Calcutta  shall  be app ointed  from Ind ian s .  T h e  D e p u ty  
Com missionerships  in Calcutta  are not isola ted a p p o intm en ts .  T h ey  are 
part of the ge n e ra l  cadre of  the B en ga l  Po l ice ,  they  rank as S u p e r in te n d ­
ents  of  P o l ice ;  therefore,  we cannot consider them &.4«heing separate from  
the Bengal  P o l ice ;  they  are all grouped together ,  and the remarks I  have  
made with regard to the lis ted posts of the B en ga l  P o l ice  ap p ly  equa lly  
to the D ep u ty  Com m issionerships  of the Calcutta  Pol ice .  W e  can,  as 
the h o n ’ble mover suggested ,  transfer three of the Ind ian  S u perin tend  
ents from the Bengal  Pol ice ,  and place them  in as D e p u ty  Commissioners  
in Calcutta;  but I m ay say at once that G overnm ent is not ̂ prepared 
to do thin. The Indian Supei intendcnts  of  Po l ice  are men with long  
service, men who have lw*en placed in charge  (if important d is tr ic ts ,  and  
we are not prepared to concentrate  them in Calcutta  without any respect  
to their duties  and condit ions  of service, merely in order to convert  h a l f  
the Deputy  Com missionerships  of Calcutta posts which may be held  
by m#W promoted from the Provincia l  service. Jl’he Assis tant Coin^ 
tnissioners in Calcutta  correspond to the D ep u ty  S u p e i in te n d en ts  o f  the  
Provin cia l service in B en ga l .  T hey  are not in terchangeab le;  occasion­
ally  a man is brought in from B en g a l;  but,  as a rule , a man serves kis  
time itt Calcutta.  As the moAer has pointed out,  out of 12 Assis tant  
Commiss ioners,  there are h who are Ind ian s;  I presume his  idea is to 
promote of these to be Deputy Commissioners,  but to do th at,  as the  
Council will  see, would  be to interfere very much with the interests  of  
the D ep u ty  Superin tendents  of the B en ga l  Pol ice .  It wil l  g ive  a very  
unfair  advan tage  to th em. In 191b or 1917, it was represented that t ^  
Assistant  Commissioners  in Calcutta  were not h a v in g  the same opp ortuni­
ties as the D eputy  Superin tendents  of  B en ga l ,  and^for that reason we  
went up to the G overnm ent of India  and defin ite ly  got th e ir  permission  
to list one of  the D e p u ty  Com m iss ionerships  in Calcutta  in order to g iv e  
Assis tant Commiss ioner* an opportunity  o f  r is ing  further.

In extending the nunilwr of listed posts, as we shall do gradually, 
from 10 to <80, the claims of Assistant Commissioners in Calcutta to a 
proportionate amount of that promotion will of course lie considered, and 
I cannot say at tfee present moment, what the actual figures will^ie, but 
when we next l^t another post, we shall consider whether it ought to he 
a Calcutta past, or a Bengal post. Beyond that I do not think we can go.

My argument, theiefore, to the Council is, firatlv, ^hat the Bengal 
Police service is an organised service based on recruitment to superior 
post*, and that we cannot upset the organisation of that service by alter- 
ing a part here and a part there; it must be done aa a whole. The liating



o f  th e  superior  posts  in  th e  B e n g a l  Po l  ire as  a w ho le  is govern ed  by the  
orders  passed by th e  G o v e rn m e n t  o f  I n d ia  and the Secretary  o f  S ta te ,  and  
we cannot  g o  beyond  th is .  T h e  proposal of the mover w ou ld  very  c o n ­
s iderab ly  g o  beyond  th a t ;  therefore,  Governm ent  are not in a posit ion to 
be a b le  to  accep t  it .

Mr. B I J O Y  P R O S A D  S I N C H  R O Y :  F irs t  o f  al l,  I must nay that I 
am n o t  at al l d isappointed  in l i s t e n in g  to  tin* s|*»ech of  Mr. S tep henson ,  
because  I did not e x p e ct  a more sym p ath et ic  reply from the G overnm ent  
on a q u es t ion  l ike  tMfc. Mr. S tep h en son  says  that the Kuropean D ep u ty  
C om m iss ion ers  have not lost the  confid ence o f  the public .  I am a 
m em b er  «of the  public ,  I res ide in Calcutta  gen era l ly ,  and  
th is  is m y  opin ion ,  and of m y supporters  in th is  C ounc il;  
and th is  is the opin ion ot the Indian  pre^s, Mr. S tep henson  aga in  
sa y s  th at  they  are men of exp er ien ce ,  the ju niorm ost D e p u ty  Commis*  
sinner hi^s 11 y e a rs ’ e \j>erienee. May I know* when he came to Calcutta  
how m an y  years  he  w as  in the p o l i c e ? In spite  of all his  a r g u m e n t s ,  
Mr. S tep h en so n  has fa iled to conv ince  us  that the G overnm ent  cannot ,  
with all c o n s i s t en cy ,  jjive Calcutta  tw'o more Indian D ep u ty  C o m m is ­
sioners . T h is  w ould  only  help  G overnm ent  in g a in i n g  the co-operation  
of th e public .  1 do not th ink  1 should  detain  the H ouse  any  longer  with  
rrn reply .  *

W it h  th ese  words,  I com m end m y  reso lut ion  to the a cceptance  o f  
the H ouse .

On the motion b e in g  put,  a div is ion  was  taken with the fo l low in g  
r e s u l t :—

A YES .
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Khin, Mauivi Md. Ri N n  U«*ln.
Khan, Mr, ftaxaur Rtlmuin.
Malllk, Babu turafMlra Nat*.
Mltra, Mai ftahatfur MtlwKra 0han4ra. 
Maltra, Or. Jatlntfra Nadi.
Mufcharjaa, Sabti Nllya Ohan.
Mufcharjl, Prafaaaar I, C.
Ma»fc«r, tabu  Ham Chandra, 
ral, Mai Bahadur ftadha Charan.
Rauf, Maufvl Shah AMw.
Ray, Kumar Shi* fttoafaltaraawar.
Ray Chaudhurl, Mr. KHi Um  CHaM n .
Ray Chaudhury, Raja Manmatlia Mata* 
Ray, aabu Malta! Mata.
Ray. Maharaja l iM M r KiMialafc Ohandra. 
Ray, Mr. tljay  tinea*
Ray, Ral Bahadur Lafft Mafcaa it***.
Ray, Raja Mantflfcl tinea.
(tartar, Ratal Jaf h  Ohandra. 
fttHUr, Bah* RlaMnJra Mata*
IM m, lafea t wriMn  Maraya*.

NOBS.

laaarjaa, Mm Maa*Ma t l r  t i rw » i  MaOt. ChauthaH, * •  Maa**ta f*a Mawa* ta lirH
Sartaa, Hr. H. 1 Ma«a* AN, Kftaa l a l i i ar,
Maa, Mr. ft. C. OaLJala, Mr. 4. A.
■amp a i, Mr. 0  H. O m * .* .  M. P.

Aftal, Mawabimda K. M., Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmad, Mauivi Yakulnuddln.
Ahmad, Mumai Jafar.
AU, Mr. l y t l  Erf an.
*tt, Munahl Amir

H, Munahl Ayuto.
ArltamuddHt, Mautvl Khandakar.
Axam, Khan Bahadur KJpaJa Mahantad. 
Banarjaa, Ral Bahadur Afclnas Chandra, 
•fcattaaaarjt, Baku Ham Char»#ra.
Baaa, Mr. ft. M.
Chaudhurt, Bahu Ktohart Mahan. 
Chaudhurt, Ral Harandranath. 
CkaMMH, Sir Aahutaah.
Dvtt, Mr. AJty Chundar.
Outta, l a k i  IMNi Bhwhan.
Ofeaaa, Mr. 0. C.
Ohaaa, Ral Bahadur Jaaaadra Chundar. 
Ma% Saak tyad imaaarn.
Karim, Mautvl A t* *
Khan, Mautvl Hamid ad am.
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Frtnah, Mr. P. C.
Parra* tar, Mr, V. CampbaM.
Om M, Mr. S. W.
OwpU, Mr, J. N.
Mapfcyft*. Mr. W. S.
Hufitlnflartl, Mr. G. T.
Karr, tht Han'bla Mr. J. H.
LanCi Mr. 4.
U « , Rtja MiIih Can 
Maharajatfhiraja Bahadur af Burtfwan 

Ma Han'Ma

; Rahim, Ilia Man’Ma Sir AM-ws 
Ray, Rai Bahaiur Upantfr* Lai. 
Ray, Mr. Tarlt Bhutan.

! tklrmar, Mr. H. E.
} Spry, Mr. H. E.

Btarfc, Mr. H. k.
•taphanaan, Mr. H. L. 
luhrawaray, Or. Hattan.
Saran, Mr. J. A. L.
Travara, Mr. W. L.
WalflU, Mr. C. P.
Whaatar, tha Han'blt Sir Maury. 
Wortftwarth, Mr. W. G.

Mlttar, tha Han'bla Mr. P. C.
MuRlafc, Babu Mirada Babary.
Raa( Mr. W R. «. •

The Ayes being 42 and the Noes 'M, the motion was carried.

Bacteriological examination of septic tanks. 

RalMAHENDRA CHANDRA MITflA Bahadur: 1 m.»/e that
“  thin Council recom m ends  to the G overnm ent that a sy stem at ic  
monthly  bacter io logical  exam inat ion  be carried out of a 11 septic  i:n*k 
effluents discharged into the H o o g h ly  river with a v iew  to d ra w in g  a t t en ­
tion to the factor* con tr ib u t in g  to the pollution o f  that river, and the  
result*  of such exam inat ion  be published m on th ly  for the in form ation  
of the public .

No apology  in needed for b r in g in g  up before you the subject of the 
pollution of the river l lo o g h ly .  To all of  us, for one reason or o thef ,  
the purity of the river B liagirath i is of  the h ighest  im portance.  A large  
bulk of the population l i \ i n g  on the hanks of the rivei uses its  water for 
d r ink ing  and bath ing  purposes and whether  H indus or Muham m adans,  
the subject is one affec t ing  the health o f  m il lions  K\en am o n g  the  
Kuropeans l iv in g  on the l iver  banks,  death f iom < holera has become a 
common occurrence. You are aware that a t x p e o f  latr ine known as  
septic  tank has been introduced some years ag o  on the river banks.  In  
th is  latr ine the excreta  of the several thousands of coolies  w or k in g  in the  
m il ls  in co llected ,  d issolved in the w ater  and after  some purif ication is H*t 
into the river. The idea o f  le t t in g  in such stuff  into the G a n g es  is revo l t­
in g  to all who have been accustom ed from in f a m y  to look upon the  
G a n g e s  as  so  .sacred as  not to be forgotten  even in o n e ’s prayer. H o w ­
ever,  if sanita t ion  dem ands  that th is  should  be so, one at  least  exp ects  
that the purif ication of  the w ater  should be th orough and tha^ before  
l e t t in g  into  the river, the excre ta  should  be d ivested of  its  dangerous  and  
d i sea ,we-pro#uc i n g  e lem ents .

The Government was pleased to appoint, in 11MM». Dr. Fowler, 
an expert from Kurope, to go into the question of septic 

tanks ami their purification. After studying the subject for m e  
m o n th s , he%ubmitted his report in 1!M)7. His report contained a number 
of important recommendations, some of which do not seem to have been 
given effect to at all. It is not clear at whoae instance the matter 
bo neglected. The Department of Public Health owes a duty to the pub­
lic to explain why thoae recommendations have not been carried out by



—( 1) thorough sterilisation of the effluents, (2 ) storage of * the same 
hours before being discharged into the river.

Tho Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEAi W h a t  is  th e  
date  o f  th e  report Y

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadurs T he  report is  
dated  1907.  Colonel C lem esh a ,  in th e  report by Dr. F o w ler ,  s ta ted  that  

there  can be no inunner o f  doubt that the adm iss ion  of  com parat ive ly  
sm all  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  sep t ic  tank eff luents  wil l increase  the n u m ber  o f  
p a th o g e n ic  baci l l i  present and as  such  wil l be a m enace  to  hea lth .  Septift  
tan k  eff lu ents  of  th e very le ast  q u a l i ty  in th is  country  w il l g iv e  pos i t ive  
reaction for H colt in a d i lution  of 1 /10 ,000 .  Most of the effluents  from  
them* la tr in es  are very  far from good ,  so much so, that  the d is charged  
fluid o f  the  sam p le  5 m ixed  w ith  river w ater  g a v e  a pos i t ive  reaction  for  
l i  coh w ith a d i lu t ion  o f  1 10,000.

•

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: Are you reading
from the report  ?

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadurs Y e s  “ T here .
fore, the septic tank effluents must be regarded as an extremely danger­
ous pollution even s m a l l  quantities.  The small chemical differences 
between the s a m p l e s  and the enormous variation from a bacteiial point 
clearly demotisti ales this. The effluent unsterilised contains million* 
of bacilli in e \e r \  tiuid ounce that may be pathogenic."

Dr. F o w le i  s ta ted  in the report a lready alluded t«> " us already s ta ted  
even  effluents  in which the organ ic  m atters  are practical ly  ox id i sed  
stil l conta in  an u p piec iah le  number of o ig a n i s m s  genera l ly  regarded as 
of  p a th o g e n ic  c haracter.  Som e  m ethod of s ter i l i sa t ion  is c o n seq u e n t ly  
cal led  for w h en ev er  such eff luents  pass  into  a stream where  the  w ater  in 
^he v ic in i ty  im iimhI for b a th in g  and d r ink ing .  It in recom m ended,  
therefore,  that the effluent from the tank la tr ine  or o ther  insta l la tion*  
should  in al l cases  be eff ic iently  purif ied by fil tration and if  it is necessury  
to  d is ch a r g e  th e  fil tered effluents  into  the river,  it *hould further  be  
s teril ised bv the* addit ion of h \ | nichlorite* in adequate  q u an t i ty  '*

T he  above  ex tr a c t s  from the reports  published by Dr. F ow ler ,  the  
Specfhl Officer app ointed  by the ( io v e rn m en t  for the in v es t ig a t io n  o f  the  
septic tanks in B e n g a l ,  make it perfect ly  c lear that Dr. ^ o w lc i  r ec o m ­
m ended that an adequ ate  dose o f  chlor ide  o f  l im e ^hould  be added and  
th a t  effluents should  b»* steri l ised  and that s teri l isat ion  is th e  m ost  
im portant part o f  s e w a g e  purif ication.  It is, therefore,  o b v iou s ly  neces ­
sary to  find out by ac tua l  b acter io log ica l  ex a m in a t io n  wh^her th e efflu­
en t s  have  real ly  been e ffec t ive ly  steri l ised  or not.  Such inform ation  can  
be  got  on ly  from th e bacter io log ica l  ex a m in a t io n  of  the effluent,  f t  
appears, however, that no bacter io log ica l  examination is done and that 
only a chemical examination is carried out.

1982'] BACTERID LOGICAL EXAMINATION. 43
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Aii pointed out by Colonel Clemesha in the abovfc report, the chemical 
analysis shows only amall differences and a bacteriological examination 
is consequently absolutely necessary to show whether the objectionable 
organisms therein present have been killed or not. In this connection, 
I must confess to a feeling of surprise that the Sanitary Department 
should not have done this work of its own accord and that it should be 
necessary for us to bring this matter before the Council. I now hope 
that the Council will set a seal of approval o»i my resolution.

Rai HARENORANATH GHAUDHURI". 1 dy not kn ow  w hether  it  
is m y good fortune or mis fortune that 1 happen to live on the banks o f  the  
river Manges.  As one who is ac quainted  w ith  the  present  polluted  
condit ion of  the stream, as  one who is aware o f  the fact  that m any people  
in these parts  of  the country succumb to cholera a fter  u s in g  th is  polluted  
mater,  and as one who is a lso  aware of the difficulties  o f  the riparian  
munic ipali t ie s  in the mutter of good drink ing  water,  I th in k ,  it is 
imperatively  necessary that such steps  as are recomm ended ih the reso­
lution should be taken. A ny Government which has  the least regard for 
the lives of its subjects ,  I th ink,  cannot but accept  such a proposition-

With these few words, I l>eg to support the resolution.

Thi Hon’Wt Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I am one of those  
un fortunate human beings ,  who is a resident on tfie bank of  the river,  
and 1 have lived there for 50 years  and I have  IivcmI a happy, healthy and 
contented life. 1 entirely  sym path ise  w ith the* Hin du fee l ing  that  
the river G anges  is sacred: it is a deep sentim ent ,  hoary with age ,  
cons»u raU‘d l*y tradition and it ought to be res|»e< ted by the Govern­
ment of the country ; and speak ing  on behalf  o f  the G overnm ent,  I desire  
to say  that we do respect that sentim ent .  Hut the question that we have  
to consider to-day is a practical one.  My friend, Hai Mahendra Chandra  
Mitra Hahadur, recomm ends that we ,>hould have a m onthly  bacterio ­
logical exminution of  the effluents disc harged into the river. W e l l ,  I 
w il l in g  to meet him half -way in this  matter,  and 1 am qu ite  sure he wil l  
accept my projiosal. W e  are p i e p a m l  to make these exam inat ions  from  
tim e to time.  W e  think it is a matter  of importance that these  ex a m i­
nat ions  should 1m* made, and we are prepared to  comply  with my fr iend’s  
request ,  cons is ten t ly  with our resources , cons isten t ly  with the organi­
sation and the Matt at our dUjH>sal. 1 think that ought to be ac<4*ptabltk 
to  my friend.

There are, however, one or two considerations which I desire to sub­
mit for the judgment of this Council. In the first place, Dr., Bently 
is preparing a report on the very quesfion, it is now in the Press, and we 
have not seen it yet. When that report is ready, it will be my duty, as 
well as my pleasure, to send a ropy of it to my friend. On the baaifi of 
this report* we propose to take comprehensive action in this matter. 
Therefore, anything that we can do now would be in tha nature of a 
piecemeal operation. I am sure my friend will agree that in view of
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that report which we expect very shortly and upon the baaia of which we 
deeire to undertake a comprehensive programme, any definite action of 
the kind proposed in the resolution would be premature.

T h en ,  th er e  is  th is  further  point which  is to  be borne in m ind,  na m ely ,  
th a t  i f  y o u  h a v e  th es e  e x a m in a t io n s ,  i t  w ould  be necessary  to  act upon  
their  r esu lt s ,  i t  w ou ld  be  necessary  to  act upon the  m ater ia ls  w hich  theae  
ex a m in a t io n s  w il l  furnish to  th e G overn m en t .  W e  m u st  have  
a m ach in ery  and w e  m u st  have  a Kiver  P o l lu t ion  P rev e n t iv e  
A ct.  W e  h ave  not g o t  th e  m ach in ery  and w e  have  not g o t  
th e  A ct.  T h ird ly ,  th fr e  is the  e ternal  qu es t ion  o f  e x p en s e  w hich  
has  to be  considered- W e  have  ju st l is tened to  the dolefu l  figures  o f  the  
b u dget .  W e  have  not got  the m on ey  and the  ex a m in a t io n ,  which  m y  
fr iend s u g g e s t s ,  would  cost us  s o m e th in g  like  Hs. 8,(100 a y e a r ;  and  
then  w e  h ave  not on ly  not go t  the money but the m on ey  could  not be 
spent u n les s  and un ti l  w e  had a regu lar  com pr eh en s ive  program m e of  
work on v h i c h  to incur th is  exp e n d itu r e .  I hope m y fr iend wil l real ise  
th a t  the  po in ts  w hich  1 have ju st  urged deserve  the ser ious  cons iderat ion  
on the  part o f  th is  ( \m n c i l  and of the  G overn m en t .  I w ish  to  a ssure  

•him o f  m y  deep sy m p a th y  w ith  h is  m ot ion .  I w ish to  assure  h im  that it 
is one  o f  m y o b jec ts  as M inis ter  o f  Public  11 tm 1th to prevent  
the  p o l lu t ion  of  the river by th e d isch a rg e  o f  these  effluents . My friend  
iyay know that m y s y m p a th y  is not mere l ip -deep; and he k n o w s  per fec t­
ly well  that it w as  o w in g  to  my intervent ion  that a  certain factory near  
H o o g h ly ,  just  at the head o f  the w ater -su pply ,  which  w anted  to d isch arge  
its  eff luents  into  the river,  w as  prevented from so d o in g .  T h e  
M anager  of this  factory ha* agreed  to divert the effluents  into  th e  
country -s id e .  That s eem s  to be the proper method of d ea l in g  w ith  these  
effluents.  W e  have got th ese  in s ta la t ion s  there. W e  have  g o t  thane 
factor ie s  d i s c h a r g in g  their  effluents  into the river.  All  that w e  can do at  
present is to m ak e  th ese  d ischarge*  an innocuous  im possib le .  W e  have  
issued an order that these  efMuents m ust Is* xterihsed.  I find that only  4 
factor ies  have  com plied  w ith  th is  order, and I have directed that the  126 
mere factories  must  be called ujsin to steri l ise  their eff luents . T herefore ,  
m y friend will  understand that I am real ly  consc iou s  of  th is  d a n g er  and I  
hope th a t  in v iew of the a ssurance  that I have g iv e n ,  nam ely ,  that we  
shall  ho ld  th ese  bac ter io log ica l  e x a m in a t io n s  at reasonable  per iods and  
as  o f t ea  us w e  can,  co n s i s t en t ly  w ith  our resources  and with our o r g a n i ­
sation  and the  sta ff  at our d isposal,  he  will  #ee his  way to nj^thdraw the  
reso lut ion . •

RaijtfAHENORA CHANDRA MITRA Sahadtir: la reply, I beg to 
submit that I have brought the resolution before the Council pursuant to 
a sense of duty which I am to perform here. I know the dlfficultiea in 
which the people in the localities are placed and no one knows more than 
the Hon’ble-Sir Surendra Nath, for it was he who brought the nubject 
for the consideration of the Government years ago. When he was a 
journalist, in many issues of the Bengalee he brought the matter to the
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notice of the Government, but nothing effective wan done. I brought
th is  subject to the notice  o f  the old Council  and th e  w ho le  qu es t ion  wag  
not taken into  acc ount except  th a t  an inquiry w as  m ade by  G ove rn m e n t  
officers. The m atter  stopped there and no further in quiry  w as  made.  
The H o n ’ble the Maharfljadhiraja Hahadur show ed  grea t  s y m p a th y  on 
the occasion and he  took a c t ive  interest  by  rec om m en d in g  an i n s t i ­
gation  into  the matter and I am gratefu l  to  h im  for w h at  he  did . The  
matter  stood there, no report was subm itted  and we were  told that  
l>r. Ben t ley  was e n g a g ed  in this  connection.  Then it cam e up w ith  a 
kindred matter,  nam elv ,  that a new mill  was s ta l le d  at Bansberria  and 1 
appealed to the I l o n ’ble M in u ter  for help.  H e  w as  very kin d and he  
helped the riparian m unic ipa l it ies  of the loca l i ty ,  and t h e ‘result  is  that  
th e efHuent discharges  have  been stopped and that the com pany e x ecuted  
a guarantee  bond to th e G overnm ent.  So far r ight.  B ut it is h ig h ly  
necessary that a bacterio logical exam inat ion  should be made a s  I subm it  
chemical exam inat ion  i s  of no practical use. 1 th in k  that l )r .  B en t ley  
will  be grea t ly  helped if such an exam inat ion  be made.

Tha Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I th ink m y  
friend, the lia i  Bahadur,  has  misunderstood me. 1 have  said that in 4 
mil ls  they have steri l ised the effluents and in 12t> mil ls  th ey  have not.  
The orders of G overnm ent  are that all the effluents should be steril ised.  
Therefore, th ese  mil ls  are ac t in g  contrary to the orders of  the G overn­
ment and we intend to take the necessary s t e p s  in the matter.

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I am th aukfu l  to
the Ilon'b le  Mimste i  for a s s u i i ng  me that s trong steps are be ing  taken.  
In fact the object of m ov in g  this  resolution is to have effective  steps  
taken in th is  connection If that is done,  the matter  is at an end. The  
H o n ’ble Minister has  told the Council that a large sum of  money wil l be  
necessary for hav in g  monthly  bacterio logical exam inat ions .  B u t  G o v ­
ernment ou gh t  not to gr u d g e  to incur this  exjienditure to save  mil lion*  
ol the people. It is a matter  for consideration whether I should press  
that m onthly  exam in at ion s  Ih> held. Bather  I should  th ink that  
exam inat ions  be made from tim e to time and at reasonable  in tervals  and  
th*it wil l be sufficient for the ptirj>ose of m ee t in g  the point at is sue.  
Governm ent will  l»e in a jxwition to know in which mil ls  steril isation is  
not done and in which mil ls  it is done. I do not wish to  press A e  resolu­
tion at present, as I know very well that the H o n ’ble Minis ter  has  
sym path y  from tho heart. I am led to th ink that he may be in a posit ion  
to carry out the merit* of  the resolut ion I h a re  submitted to  the  
Council.  If n o th ing  be done,  I wil l trouble the Council once  more.

One t i l ing  more I would subm it to the  Council . T he  R iver  Pol lution  
Pre ven tive  A c t  is  an Act which  we have  been dream ing  for a lon g  t im e.

Tht Hon'la Sir SUR1NDRA NATH BANERJEA: You will not have 
to dream very long.



ftei MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: When the matter 
was brought before the old Council, the Hon’ble Mabarajadhiraja Bahadur 
gave us an inkling of this matter. He also told us at the time that 
there would be a River Pollution Preventive Act. I am not sure, how­
ever, whether the River Pollution Preventive Act will be confined to 
Bengal or to the whole of India. But that in a subject for the Council 
to consider. What I do submit to the Council is—save us from the 
river pollution. The Act will come into operatiou perhaps after 
3 or 4 years. Are we to sit quite or are we not to take steps on the ground 
of public health? l1»e Hon’ble Minister sa\s that there will be a 
River Pollution Preventive A«t, but the Act will not satisfy me nor my 
constituency at all. I repent that effective st«*ps t»e taken at 
However, in view of the d e f in i te  assurance given by the lfon*ble Minister, 
I am obliged at present to withdraw the resolution to-day.

The resolution was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn.

Withdrawal of resolution*.

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT: Owing to tlu absence of Maulvi 
Azaharuddiu Alimed and Maulvi Abdul Juhbur Pahlowan the following 
resolutions standing ni their names respectively, tire deomed to l>e with­
drawn : —

“ Thjs Council recoin mends to tin* Government that the real­
isation of interest on arrears of rent in excess of the rate fixed bv 
Government be declared illegal even when the creditors have previous 
contracts with the debtors.”

“ This Council recommends to the Government that the village 
chnukidan system lie immediately abolished.'*

Dial exponses of Indian patient*,

Or. HAftSAN SUHRAWARDY: I move that “ this Council
recommends to the Government that the allowance of diet expense* of 
Indian patients per head in the Medical College* Hospital, the 
Campbell Hospital, and other Government Hospitals be brought up to 
the same uniform standard a* for patients who vre classed as Europeans.’*

The House might remem>H*r that in answer to n questioneput by me 
at the last session, the Hon'ble Sir Surendra Nuih Banerjea replied 
that th<*diet expenses allowed for all classes of Indiai) patients at the 
Medical College Hospital «t.d the Campbell School Hospital i* nearly 
half of what is allowed to European patient* and fhose # clashed as 
European and to Indian Christians.

This matter has for a very long time been causing a lot of bad 
feeling in the minds of the Indian community. During the incumbency 
of the late Sir Pardey Lukis, the late popular and kind-hearted
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Principal of the Medical College, the diet expend  of Indian patients 
were brought up to a higher standard, and definite attempts were made 
to improve its quality for the first time within recent years. I t often 
happen*—and I have got e\j>erienee of the fact us I was House Surgeon 
in the Medical College Hospital—that one cannot diet a patient of the 
hhatimloff claw within the standard wale of diet expenses allowed per 
head. The diet scale was increased from nearly Rs.0-4-0 to Rs. 0-6-6 
by Colonel Lukin, very recently it has been increased to Its. 0-8-0. 
But in these hard times, it doe* not carry one very far. What I feel 
is that the expenditure on milk and sago could not be higher for 
Europeans than it is for Indians.

t
Sir ASUTOSH CHAUDHURI* Is tlie rice and milk of two different 

kinds?

Dr. HA8SAN SUHRAWARDY: I cannot say for the milk, but I am 
afraid the rice is of a different quality.

However, it is quite possible that people who are brought up to 
a higher standard of living will require greater expenditure $s 
compared with those who me brought up to a simpler mode of life; 
but I fail <o see how milk and sago could cost more for one and less 
for another. ,

Sir ASUTOSH CHAUDHURI: Is the milk supplied by two 
different contractors Y

Dr. HASSAN SUHRAWARDY: I  do not t h n . k  so

At any rate, it is only convalescent Indian an<l European patients 
or those who are waiting in hospital for an operation who would 
require different kinds of diel.

It seems a cuiious anomaly that a hhiulmlntj Bengali patient 
gets Us. 0-8-0 a day, while his servant, if hi* l»e an Indian Christian, 
can get He. 1-0-0 a day a'* tin* limit of his diti expenses. Therefore, 
what 1 su g g e st  to the House ami to the Hon'hip Minister is that the 
limit of diet expense* should 1h» brought up to  the same standard for 
all classes, irrespective whether the\ are Europeans, Indians Africans 
or Indian Christians. They should all have the same limi^ of diet 
expenses j^nd get a diet aeeoiding to what the Doctor thinks is best 
for them. I do not think it is impossible for an Indian patient suffering 
from pneumonia to get more than Us. 0-8-0 a day. 1 think he can be 
allowed a few annas more as extras if ordered by the House Surgeon but 
so can the European patients get extras, but there is a limit to giving 
extras, tf  a House Surgeon acquires a reputation of giving extra* to 
a larg* number of his patient*, he will noon find his place outside the 
ward*. Therefore, it is obvious, specially at the preaent time, that all 
invidious distinctions should be removed. We are abolishing the invidi- 
ous distinction* in the jails between higher and lower claaeea of



Indian political prisoners and between Europeans and Indians, and I 
moved a resolution the other day to this effect which has been passed 
by this House.

I trust that the Mon ble Sir Abd-ur-ltahim s regime will be remem­
bered by these changes over and above what have been already inaugu­
rated by him for the improvement of the Jail dirt generally. t am sura 
that for the sick people of all classes, a uniform standard of allowance for 
•diet, in all Government Hospitals will mark the administration of our 
worthy and popular Minister, the Hon “We Sir Sureudra Nath Banerjea, 
who has already brought about so muc h reforms m? the medical depart­
ment, often, in the words of a distinguished meml>ei of the Indian 
Medical Service, with a superb disregard for the “ red tape."

Dr. JATINDRA HATH MOITRA: I have it ph •asure in support­
ing the resolution of my friend Dr. Kuhruwaidy. 1 have |»ersoually 
worked fortseveral years in the premier Medicnl College of Bengal and 
have always felt the need of improving the diet ot Indian patient* on 
several occasions. Several members c»f this (Vtincil felt the n<*ed as 
will l>e evidenced by the se\eral interpellation* here on this particular 
subject, and Dr. Suhrawardv has elicited the repl\ that Indian jwitienta 
nowadays get Hs. 0-8-0 each a day, while* the European* get Ue. 1-0-0 
eaah a day. In l?)10.*thnt is the last year when I was House Surgeon 
in the Medical College, it was Us. 0-4-0 for Indian patients and 
Us. 0-12-0 for European patients. The Indian patients are as much 
human Wings as European patients, and I do not understand why a 
racial diM-riminatjon should be allowed even amongst the* suffering 
public. The diet that is allowed to the Indian iwtients is generally 
*uch as can hardly be consumed by the hfttttfnilotj class, especially 
when they are ill, and an improvement of the dietary is very urgently 
called for.

•With these few remarks, I whole-heartedU support the resolution.

Th* Hon'bSe Sir 8URINDRA NATH BANERJEA: Let me tell the 
House in connection with this resolution that I have bi*en engaged 
in considering this question since I assumed the office of the Minister 
in charge of the Medical Department. 1 think it was in April, or even 
earlier, P wrote to Colonel Baraardo, who was then the Principal of the 
Medical College, to look into this matter. I had received ramplaints 
from various quarters—and a popular Minister l ein^ accessible to alt 
necessarity receives complaints from all sources—and so I asked him to 
look into the matter and submit to me a report, In this connection, I said 
that it would be a wise thing if he could see his wav to appoint a Com­
mittee of students for the purpose of supervising the dietary arrange­
ments of Indian patients. I am afraid nothing r*me out of ray sugges­
tion, but the question has always been present to ir.y mind, and I thank 
my friend Dr. Suhrawardy for bringing it up and placing it in this 
authoritative fashion before the Council.
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One or two misapprehensions appear to exist;, and I desire to take 
advantage of this opporfunity to do my best to iemove them. I do not 
think that these <1 inti net ion a to which reference has been made were 
hatted upon racial considerations. Undoubtedly they are liable to 
that interpretation. 1 quite admit that, hut I tliink—and I can speak 
jw an independent person unconnected with Government—that what was 
at the hack of the mind of the Government in those days was that the 
ha hits of the two classes of patients were different and consequently 
this distinction was made. That, I believe, really the motive that 
underlay these distinctions to which reference has been made. I, at 
any rate, and I am sure this Council will giive ice credit f̂or it, would 
strongly object to the inauguration or the continuance of racial distinc­
tions of any kind in any department o\er whi*h ] have the honour to 
preside. Therefore, I would ask the Council to dismiss from their 
minds all considerations affecting the racial question. I think there 
is a grievance—a substantial grievance—in this matter to whi^h reference 
has been made in the public press and on tie* public platform, and it 
is a grievance which Government is bound in duty to consider. I t  is 
a knotty, a difficult and a delicate question I piojtose on behalf fit 
Government to appoint a committee for the purpose of looking into thin 
matter and submit a ref>ort. and 1 would straight, ofl mention the names 
of the members of the committee. The Principal l>f the Medical College, 
Sir Nil Itatan Sarkar, Dr. Kansan Suhrawardv, and Mf Mrigendra Lai 
Mitter will form the committee. Government will appoint a committee 
consisting of these gentlemen to look into this matter and submit a report 
to Government at an early date. 1 hojn* my friend will be satisfied with 
this and see his way to withdraw his resolution.

Dr. JATINDRA HATH MOITRA: I suggest that a few more names 
should he added.

Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERtlEA: In that case it will be too 
cumbrous.

B*U SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: M.iy I inquire if Indian 
patients can digest less than European pntients?

Dr. HASSAN SUHRAWARDY: I have already answered the 
question put by Babu Surendra Nath Mallik. It is only during the 
period of Convalescence or in the case of persons waiting in hospitals 
for operation that fcny distinction can take place.

As to the term^of reference to the committee, I take it we ahall have 
our duties clearly laid down and we shall do our best. The committee 
which th^ Hon’ble Minister has proposed, I think, will be able to do 
the work very well. Sir Nil Ratan Sarkar is well known to the medical 
profession and outsid*, and Dr. Mrigendra 1*1 Mitter was for nearly 
10 years the Teacher of Surgery in the Campbell Medical School and is 
now the Professor of Surgery in the Carmichael Radical College at



Belgatchia and Surgeon to the College Hospital. Both these gentle* 
men are very experienced person* with knowledge of dieting in Hie 
Campbell Hospital and in institutions outside the Medical College. The 
other member proposed is the l’nnnpul of the Medical College, who is the 
administrative head of the Medical College and Hospitals connected 
with it. I have also been mentioned an a member of the proposed 
committee. I was also connected with the Medical College and the 

.College Hospital, with some breaks on and off from 1908 to UUO, anu 
may be of some service^ I accept the Hon'blc Minister's suggestion for 
the appointment of a committee to look into the details of the point* 
raised in this resolution and on that assurance 1 do not press my 
resolution.

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn.

Bengal Leper Settlement.

Mr. J. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: 1 move that “ this Council 
recommends to the Government that a sum of Its. f>0,000 be provided in 
the ensuing budget so that an immediate start may be made with the 
construction of the Bengal Leper Settlement, the land having been 
pr«>cured for the Government bv private gift."

*1 ask the CouncTl to support this resolution. A generous donor 
having provided the money necessary for the purchase of the bind and 
the Government thus having procured a site of 700 acres in Midnaporc 
district for a leper settlement. This site was selected upon the advice 
of experts, who agreed that it would furnish all the requirements 
necessary for tlie making of an ideal Leper Settlement.

The fa c ts  briefly put are that a draft scheme for a Leper Settlement 
for 1,000 lepers was drawn up at the request of the Government by the 
Mission to Lepers Secretary for India and tentatively approved by the 
Government. The scheme will cost IN. 4.00.000 but the amount will be 
spread over a number of vears. and I fear that if this amount, Its. 50,000, 
is not provided for in the ensuing budget, then the scheme will be held 
up for another year.

I feel the case in so urgent and important that this Council will give 
fully their sympathy and support.

All must have the utmost regret that this awful scourge sj^mld be so 
prevalent in Bengal.

A m bling  to the census of 1911, there are 17.4A3 lepers in this 
province and authoritative experts state that these figures are under* 
estimated, that i>0 per cent, should be added to this. In thg report of 
the Commissioner of the Burdwan Division, dated the 10th April, 1920, 
the following statement is made:—

Th» district of lUnkur* it described in the c*o«ta» report of 1011 m  the blackest 
Wp*r spot in the whole of Iadia. Ottfc of #**ry 10,000 u  many u  38
n r e  found to be lepers.
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These figure* are appalling an ^ #  k itin g  disgrace to Bengal. The pre­
sent Asylum iu Bengal provides accommodation for only 534 lepers. 
Tim new scheme for a Jjeper Settlement will accommodate 1, 000 lepers, 
with possibilities of enlarging; therefore, I trust to-day will be the 
commenc ement of the wiping out of this disgraceful' and unenviable 
position we hold in Bengal.

We know that leprosy was, at one time, prevalent in Europe; that by 
the aid of sanitation, isolation and cleanliness, it has been driven out 
except, perhaps, in Turkey and—a few, very few cases—in Norway. 
Thus we know that Ibis lamentable and preventable disease can, by 
proper treatment, Iw* eradicated from this province.

The Asylum in Hankura is maintained by the Mission to Lepers, with 
aid from Government. It can only care for 150 lepers, while the number 
of mendicant lepers in this distrirt is over 1,500. I ask you, Sir, how 
is it possible to utilize the amended Leper Act, when Government does 
not provide Asylums?

The following list will show that Bengal does less for these unfortu­
nate creatures than any province in Ind ia :— *

(In Asylum)

(In A*\!uiiO
nu

Onto

Surely it becomes this legislative Council to endeavour to eradicate 
this disgrace! By granting the sum of Rs. 50,000, thisW i*g all that is 
required at present to make a most aeedful immediate commencement to 
reduce this lamentable disease, and since the entire scheme is estimated 
to cost Rs. 4,00,000 and as the amount would be required in instalments 
spreading over a period of about four years; thus not hampering the 
tax-payer with a large amount in any particular year. Think what a 
relief woilld be afforded to these poor suffering creatures by enabling 
them to receive proper u&dical treatment in a sanatorium equipped to 
administer prophylactic and therapeutic aid.

We must also realise the colossal safeguard and mlief tbat such an 
inatitutiorf would be to the citiaens and visitors to Bengal. *

Bo you realise the danger of contagion we all encounter through the 
present state of affairs? Money is handled by these unfortunate people, 
they have to bathe, they sometimes handle groceries and food-stuffs, and 
clothing. |
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W hile recognising that leprosy most ptevalent among the eastea 
which stand very low on t ie  socialromgronoinic Udder, it is not un­
known amongst the middle and samindar Classes.

The Police census of 1919 gives the number of over 1,100 leper beg­
gars in Calcutta* This must be stopped. We must get at and prosecute 
those human vampires who fatten on others misfortune; I refer to tha 
sirdar lepera, who finding that the kindly and charitably disposed readily

# part with money in answer to appeals from these poor creatures thereby 
bringing profit to themselves.

This menace to the health of the community should be ended now that 
the amende^Leper Act of last year makes it possible for any Provincial 
Government to compulsorily segregate the pauper and tagging lepers in 
its province.

We must free the streets from these unsightly infected Iteggars in 
Calcutta a jd  the surrounding villages. Thus not only alleviuting*Miair 
misery but preventing the spreading of contagion and infection among 
those who come in,touch with them.

Let us .start tliis structure. This building which shall be n monu­
ment of respaet, care and thoughtful consideration of a humane Govern­
ment; also an exhibition of the wonderful and enterprising work done 
b j  “ The Mission to Jaspers."

The additional funds which are necessary to meet this expenditure 
would probably be less than the amount of money* that are indiscrimin­
ately given to beggar*, and may be questionable charities.

Such an institution will welcome those unfortunates whether they be 
Hindus, Muhammadans, R a j p u t s ,  Brahmin* or th e  u n to u c h a b l e s ,—nil 
cu^tes and religions will be respected. The motto will bo: M Whosoever 
turneth you away as the despised and rejected, we f^ill ring out in clear 
clarion notes, welcome, welcome; this home ^fs open for you; our 
services are at Jfrmr disposal, enter ye in.**

Once thidSlffetitution is organised and run under the intelligent and 
experienced supervision of “ The MfSeion to Lepers, ” it will be a small 
charge upon the Government.

The Mission to Lepers will have expertajn charge of the Hygiene, 
Agriculture and other departments. Fnder the direction o f a  Superin­
tendent, the inmates cultivate their food-crops.

The Mission to Lepers state that “ ea^lt jjpper costs on fte  average 
Rt. 6-8 j>er mensem, and when clothing, m edicate and other charges 
are added, it totals about Rs. &-8 per inmate p it  meWfeem.” I  beg you 
to ̂ eigh this matter. "Realise that through the expenditure of Ji*. 50,000, 
a commencement will be made to*coastruct an institution which trill 
ultimately reader a laetiag eerofoe end in feo* dttfy to htupeaity.

I f  this amaont is not provided for in thi* year’s budget than a com- 
f in e  t t« b «  fltoftths* time will he wasted;

ft
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I  would *l*o plead tor thit m a t, bmsnue, once •  oamnienc*m«nt i> 
made there are possibilities iMff probabilities of help elsewhere. I t  is 
well known of the world-wide research work done by the Rockfeller 
Foundation. Their large contributions in France for the lessening of 
tuberculosis, their gift to China of seven million dollars ($7,000,000)

Jo r  the construction of Hospitals and Laboratories in China* where re­
search work is to be done, and their large gift only recently made to 
medical research work in England, We know that their representative 
has been here investigating the possibilities of assistance towards the 
study of diseases. I understand that so far as th# research work in India 
is concerned their intention is to study the “ Hookworm ” and the giving 
of some odd scholarships to medical students equipped to take up post* 
graduate work.

lieproly is certainly included among the diseases, which as yet are ' 
not entirely known especially in regard to a permanent cure; therefore, 
p e  there not possibilities of a great Institution assisting if the Govern­
ment itself is endeavouring to lessen this disease, though unable to do so 
alone, because of the present poverty of India, wlfcO cannot jpevide 
sufficient funds to carry on? *

This A«y]uiu (or if you prefer to call it Mission to Lepers) will furnish 
adequate means for research work. «
* We are aware that large contributions to Ae Victoria Memofial 
Funds were made bv Ĵ dinn gentlemen shortly before the arrival of His 
Royal Highness tk lr r in c e  of Wales, and that the committee for the 
Victoria Memorial Funds has a balance in the Treasury. I would 
suggest that any surplus which in now available could not be put to a 
better pur|K>se than the construction of this I^eper Settlement.

The most impressive speech I  have heard in this House has been the 
clear ringing notes impassioned and earnest appeal from Sir Suren- 
dra Nath Banerjea for the h<g|lth of his countrymen—I hope that this 
appeal that I make to-da/ on behalf of his c'ountryiuuJj^iU have his 
active sympathy and sttpport.

India is the only country in the world where lepers are alHired to 
mingle freely with the healthy population. This is a disgr*0* to Indie 
apd its rulers. A stigma, I hope, they will soon free themselves from.

The wealth of a nation is its people and it is undoubtedly the first 
duty of ac$r Government to look after the hehUh of its people.

Surely it is unaeosssj^to plead more on behalf of the Bengal Leper 
Settlement. * % ^

I rely upon the wise judgment and generosity ofv|he Council to sup­
port this {resolution* *

l tb «  RWMIHDRA NATH SARK**I In the last sestioa and in *,
'“the session before last, I gave nofice of a motion of i lm u t a similar -i 

l»  that resolution, I  intend*) to reoommead Is P.-;******!
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the aotablishment and maintjpnanl* of a leper colony or settlement™ the 
district of $ankura for the exclusive use at the leper* of that diltffat; 
hot i t  eottld not be nken up as the time limit wan reached. W#%aTG 
already heard from the mover that the district of Bankura is marked as 
the blackest leper spot in the frhole of India. FroHn the census Mfore 
last in 1911, and within nine years, on a rough calculation made by tha * 
late Collector, Mr. Vas, it was found that there was a rise of at least 
50 per cent, of lepers in that district. So it is now h^h  time for the 
Government to put a stop to this increase in that district, f  understand 
that the site that has been selected for the leper settlement is the district 
of Midnapore. Midnapore mid Bankura are contiguous places and so, I 
think, the lepers of the latter district may very <y>nvenieHtlv use the 
present settlement proposed. Then, I think, this demaud will not fall 
entirely on public revenues. I understand that a generous Honor ha* 
made a gift of Rs. 50,00<) to the Mission to the lepers in the Eastland 
the Mission "baa transferred this sum t« Government with an addition of%. 
Rs. 10,000, and if out of that Rs. 00,000, 50,000 is granted to the
demaa^i that is m ile, I think it will serve a very useful purpose.
* I support J^e resolution.

Mr. H. A. STARK: I ri«vto give my whole-hearted wupport to the 
resolution moved by Mr. J. Campbell Forre^ar for the allotment of 
Rs. 50,000 for the conntruction of the Bengal I'CI»«*r Settlement. It i* 
perhaps not generally realised that the scourge {mfeprosy claims more 
victims in Bengal than in any other part of India; and that the cruel 
disease ja.worst both in respect of numbers and virulence in tha district 
of Bankura. I have not|Peen any explanation of the phenomenon, but 
there is a well-defined rone of leprosy itf western Bengal and the con­
terminous districts of Bihar and Orissa. llSEl^|*1fe^irbhum, penetrates 
northern ad western Burdwan, strrtcW  iftlo^'jfanbhum^ and takes 
inta its sweep Jlankura, Midnapore, Singl^bum, Mayurbhanj, Keonjhar, 
the subdivitiifft|lf Bhadrak and Jaiptft, ami finally terminated along 
the sea-coast o f r u r i  and Gan jam. 1 speak for the most part of areas 
over wttck I hare travelled, andf in which I have worked from village 
to Village. >i have tisited the Leper Asylums at Asansol, Baniganj, 
Purulia, Bankura and Baripada. For two years 1 lived wkhin 
of tha large Lep#f Settlemeq^ in Purulia, probably still the laxgest Leper 
Asylum in India—an Asylum established by a missionary asMii* wife, 
and by them dedicated to the memory of tn^fe infant daughter, who 
extracted the fell disease from her ayah. time to which
1 refer, Divisional Inspector of Schools! and in tha course of my duties 
I had to inspect the sohool for leper children. There wereitome two 
hitn^rad of thaaa unfortunate r a f t m t '  I t  waa pitiful tcf see tho hdrror 

‘r%pttf«d fcK»«f * o ^ n M a t a d  ofcild, when th« ivrt mnuyqpb
«pot t*a#M teted, <w my Mxt w i t  <ofiod tlu> poor chili ia j to f}  

t t tW U iM  wdMc, n d  t a l l y  m <lu w ink  lor daelaiwd l« |»n . P « ’
5 a
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could it eseape infection, when, as a babe hi arms, it bad been nourished 
at%he breast of its toper mother, and bean caressed by her scarred bands? 
8ir, I  would not harrow*you or my colleagues by dwelling on what must 
cause ̂ each a pang. This I  trnow, that if you had seen the physical 
agolfy and the mental anguish which I ^ave seen in leper colonies; that 
if /On lfad seen the benevoUpt ministrations of those brave men and 

. braver women who are ^detoting their lives to the alleviation of the 
sufferings of th l loathed iljper; that if you had seen little ones saved front 
the %suat h!ritag$‘of their unhappy birth, I feel confident that you would 
irtth alaerity advise Government to provide the modest sum of Rs. 60,000 
for the construction of ̂ he Bengal Leper Settlement. *

Foi^beMl remembered, that lepers will gravitate to a large city like 
Calcutta where alms may be received on a larger scale than elsewhere. 
We know that lepers are disinclined to enter Leper Asylums; but even 
jf'they were disposed to go into^voluntarv 'segregation there are not 

.sufficient asylums for them. I *<Wive seen theftf-—>4m fifcvê seen. them— 
journeying hy steamer and train, entering crowded^Jecks and compart­

m ents; never paying their fare, because they know th^tjpo one wilfccoHect 
their tickets. And thus the general public runs the ri^k of contagion; 
and that dread disease is on the increase is proved by the decennial cen­
suses. If it is imperative (bat in the interests of the community at large, 
lepers should not be abKrtonroam the country at pleasure, it is incumbent 
upon the legislators axid administrators of the Province to provide segre­
gation settlements for lepers. For whatever*other objects money may 
be scarce, it ought to be found in abundance for the shunned and for- 
sfcken* the unsightly and doomed leper.

0k ft
Babu ANNAVA CHARAM DUTTA; I fully a v i a t e  myself with 

the observation# made by the mover and the gentlemen following him 
in urging the cause of such a miserable and Wretched section of the 
people. At the same time, i  am wAy sorry that I cannot support#the 
resolution as fFVriands* On the face of it, the re^olutfMLappears to me 
to be a little vague. We do not quite understanowhat shape the 
proposal for starting a leper settlement is4o*take, whese it & to* be 
located, and before doing all these things, or in other words witlout 
Iprxnulating a project* without getting,administrative sanction, jou 
simply try to bind the hands of Government to allot R«. 50,600 in the 
budget igbiot! starts with a big deficit.

Mr. J. C A M t|U tt  FORRESTER! May I riae to a poini of 
explanation t  Irsaia that the scheme bad been already approved of.4 I  
only asked for Rtf. 50.000 to give a start to the scheme.

M M  ANNAQA OHARAN D uV lA j I thtnk tW-j«oT*r h ?  tint 
JtoJanation. But it does not take tke^ioiat any i«Kh«j2 W e jtf tk #  
K p t  ike resolution or reject it as it baa been wot&ff I  fail to find 
’ P #  speeiie projeot as it stands and I, for myaalf, do noTaoe ike HidttB



I f f j f j f  BENGAL LEPER KETTIJUiEKf: M

of nw4ily oonfinipg a particular item of Re. 50,4)00 in (he ooming year's 
budget wkipl has \jeea presented to-day and we shall soon hare an 
opportunity ol discufsiflg later on. In *rd«r to meet several ineritabls 
items of expenditure, we have been really taxing people in different 
ways and in the words of a certain gentlemen have made oursepee so 
unpopular that we should think thrice before earmarking K*. 50,000 for 
any project however noble it is. We had better leave the handi 
Government free; and then, if we find that W ney is forthcoming* we 1 
may suggest to them that provision may be made fof the ^ro'JeeC As 
the subject now before^he (Vuncil is a transferred one, in m f  opiniAn, 
the present resolution will be binding upon th l A^gdfeter to allot that 
sum from whatever source it may be available. Among other ^projects 
referring to sanitation, medical unhand the like cannot be taken u)> for 
want of funds and now that we may be raising »<nne funds by rather 
unpleasant means, I do mpt see any reason wj>y nt the very outlet on* 
project sho*ld,Jinve preference over spiers. We should keep Govern­
ment free as to which ofthese projects should be first taken up. So witli 
these observatioML while fully svmpathising^with the noble project ijj 
view, I  submit tmft the Council should not accept the proposal to earmark 
Its. 50,000 in fte coming year’s budget as requested in the resolution.

Rti MAHENBRA'CHAMDRA MITRA <Pth»diirs I beg to support 
th# resolution. This question was raised 4y  tnauy «of us in the old 
Council and there was a full discussion in this connection. Unfortu­
nately, I moved an amendment to the original proposition and the original 
proposition having been withdrawn my amendment failed. I there* 
fore takfe this opportunely to-day to support the resolution. 4

The H & ’bto Sir SutfCNORA NATH S A N E lO M i What wa* the
original proposal?

Rai MAHENDRA dtfANDflJL MITRA U M » l  The original pro­
portion was to apply the Act to Calcutta only and mjfa^mendment was 
to extend it to the mufassal also.

Now. Sir, the question before £h#€ouncil is tlits. There are mission­
aries in sev&Al mufaAsal districts who are helping* the leper* and it 
is through their phdan throve efforts that the le]»er« get some rel ĵrf. 
Im ust s^d here that Government also are hftpifg a^n^at deal. I maSe 
personal investigations in Ibis connection wnen I had tl^f lion our m»d* 
pleasure to move an amendment in the old Legislative Codicil. We 
are grateful to Government for th l effort* made therein. Rome contri­
bution is ̂ iven to the missionaries and the result i f  tha£*tbey are getting ' 
some help from Government. But, Sir, this is only a spasmodic 4ielp. 
There is no regular asylum here. In  ffooghljT the number &  lepers k  
email whereaofn Bankura anf Mianapore the^  ft a largo number of 
lepers. T i m  Act whM  ia *ery JW aftie. I do not exfrfty*
femopber Ae ymfr perhaps it was m adtfn the year 1900 or «o. Goff^ 
•eqnently i t  ia a  matter for consideration wfcat stop* should ho taho*
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could it escape infection, when, as a babe in arms, it had been nourished 
at the breast of its leper mother, and been caressed her acfrred hands? 
Sir, I would not harrow*you or my colleagues by duelling on what must 
cause'each a pang. This I know, that if you had seen the physical 
ag$)fy and the mental anguish whic h I fyive seen in leper colonies; that 
if you had seen the benevolent ministrations of those brave men and 
braver women who are devoting their lives to the alleviation of the 
sufferings of th l loathed Idper; that if you had seen little ones saved from 
the fcsual hferitageof their unhappy birth, I feel confident that you would 
irith alaerity advise Government to provide the modest sum of Rs. 50,000 
for the constructfoti of’lhe Bengal I^eper Settlement. * ^

For* t>e' it remembered, that lepers will gravitate to a large city like 
Calcutta where alms may be received on a larger scale than elsewhere. 
We know that lepers are disinclined to enter Leper Asylums; but even 
if they were disposed to go into voluntary segregation there are not 
.sufficient asylums for them. J Irav# seen thetn—Von hf*ve*seen. them— 
journeying bv steamer and train, entering crowded decks and compart­
ments; never paying their fare, Iterause they know th^gpo one will collect 
their tickets. And thus the general public* runs the riA of contagion; 
and that dread disease is on the increase is proved by the decennial cen­
suses. If it is imperative that in the interests of the community at large, 
lepers should not be ablfrtoyoam the country at pleasure, it is incumbent 
upon the legislators and administrators of the Province to provide segre­
g a t e  settlements for lepers. For whatever-other objects money may 
be scarce, it ought to be found in abundance for the shunned and for- 
sfeken# the unsightly and doomed leper.

A $
Babu ANNAHA CHARAN DUTTA: I fully associate myself with 

the observations made by the mover and the gentlemen following him 
in urging the cause of such a miserable and wretched section of the 
people. At the same time, I am w y  sorry that I cannot support*the 
resolution as Montands. On the face of it, the resolutioA^appears to me 
to be a little vague. We do not quite understand*what shape the 
proposal for starting a leper settlement is Hd take, where it i l  to be 
located, and before doing all these things, or io other words witBout 
Iprmulating a project* without getting administrative sanction, jou 
•imply try to bind the heads of Government to allot Ra. 50,600 in the 
budget ^iiioh starts with a big deficit.

Mr. J. C A M ^ E tt  FORRESTER: May I rise to a points of
explanation? tSain  that the scheme had been already approved o f / I
onljr asked for BsL 60.000 to gfve a start to the scheme, 

e
Babu ANHAOA CHARAN DUTTA I I th a n k th e jn o v e r  fa r the 

Jlm^enetion. But it does not take the-point any fnithejx We $ithel*
P ept the reeolution or reject it aa it has been watoift 4 fell to find V 

r speoitc project m it ctendt end I, for myeelf, do nor tee the Dadon
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of readily confinjpg a particular item of Ra. 50,000 in &e coming year’s 
budget wh^ll has ^eeii presented to-day and we shall soon have an 
opportunity 01 discussing later on. In ttj-der to meet several ineritable 
items of expenditure, we have been really taxing people in diferent 
ways and in the words of a certain gentlemen have made ours^ISs #0 
unpopular that we should think thrice before earmarking Ks. 5ft,00Q for 
any project however noble it is. We had better leave the hands 0^ 
Government free; and then, if we find that looney is forthcoming!, we 
may suggest to them that provision may be made fay the ^rdjecO A# 
the subject now* before ̂ he Council in a transferred one, in my opinion, 
the present resolution will be binding upon th$ M is te r  to allot that 
sum from whatever source it nirty be available. Among othir projects 
referring to sanitation, medical ai«l und the like cannot be taken u)» for 
want of funds and now that we muv be raining some funds by rather 
unpleasant means, I do not .see any,reason why nt the very outlet on<* 
project should Jiav* preference over ethers. We should keep Govern­
ment free as to which of^these projects should be first taken up. So with 
these observatioMu while fully sympathising with the noble project ig 
view, T mu bn n’t tfmr the Council should not accept the proposal to earmark 
Us 5(1,000 in {te coming year’s budget as requested in the resolution,

Rai MAHENBRACHAMORA MITRA dthadur: I beg to support 
th£ resolution. This question was raised %y many *>f us in the old 
Council and there was a full discussion in tKj.s connection. Unfortu­
nately, I moved fcu amendment to the original proposition and the original 
proposition having been withdrawn my amendment failed. 1 there­
fore take this opportunity to-day to support the resolution. *

Tha HOn’U t Sir SutftNDRA NATH BA N ClftM  S What was the
original proposal ?

Rai MAHENORA CtlAMDR*. MITRA Bahadur S The original pro­
portion was to apjdv the Act to Calcutta only and my^mendment was 
to extend it t# the mufassal also.

Now  ̂ Sir, the question beforejheCouncil is this. There are mission­
aries in several m u fa s s a l  districts who are helping* the lepers and it 
is through their philanthropic efforts that ihe lepers get some relief. 
I must ajjd here that Government also are hfljnig a great de&l. I maXe 
personal investigations in ibis connection when I had th§ honour and 
pleasure to move an amendment in thtf old Legislative Council. W# 
are grateful to Government for th€ efforts made ther«n. Rome contri* 
faction istyven to the missionaries and the result i i  that'they are getting 
some help from Government. But, Sir, this is only a spasmodic 4ielp, 
There is no regular asylum here. In  Hooghly ihe ntunber of lepers is 
small wherea* 1n Bankura and Midnapone tb<3  ̂ tb a Urge number of 
Vpew. T I m  jf# * !  Act wht*h is very inelastic I do not exjrfty 
nemeipber die yefti*~perhaps it was madein the year 1000 or so. Qet# 
sequentlv it is a matter for consideration what stops should he tab**
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in connection with the subject for the relief of the lepers. I t  is Decen­
nary, as haw been pro[xwed by the mover, Mr. Can^pbell Forrester, that 
there should be an asylum. The question is how to start it. He 
MUtfge&tH an allotment of Ru. 50,000 for the purpose.

Mr. <1. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: May I rise to a point of explana­
tion? I did not suggest that IN. 50,000 only should be allotted for 
the purpose. I Haul that it was a scheme of Its. 4,00,000 and that 
Its. 50,000 in required as a first instalment,

i
Rai MAHENDRA QHAHDRA MITRA Bahadur: 1 have got the 

resolution before m® and 1 am talking on the resolution afl I find it.
Mv submission to the Council is that then* o u g h t  to be a s ch em e so 

that  it may be p lan sj  be fo ie  the Cbunci i.  1 have g iv en  you a brief  
histojy as to how these matters  are taken up by the m iss ionar ies ,  but 
I wish thul ii defin ite  ncneme should  l>e prepared w îth the ^approval of  
G overnment and provid ing  in it all the requirem ents  that  are neces- 
nui v . H this is done,  mv . sub m ission  to the Council  is that G overn­
ment ought to take up th is  subject at once. N ow  G o v e r n m e n t  o u t f i t  
not to na\ heie  that Its. 50 ,000  is a large am ount .  F  em p h a t ica l ly  
Bnsci t that for the sake of hum anity  it is a so lem n duty  of G overn m en t  
to take up this  subject for the relief of the lepejs .  I 'here  are cholera  
hospitals  iti B en gal  hut there is no such th in g  for the lepers. I t  is 
high ly  iie<t‘svjuy that th e ie  should be a le|H*r set t lem ent  in B en g a l .
1 can sji\ w ith all the em ph asis  I <an <omman<1 that no one feels  more  
s tron g ly ,  than I do l*e< ausc I h a \e  j*er*»omJl\ c a u s a l  in quir ies  t<» l>e 
made. I haw* «1ho taken into < onsi<lerntion the number of  lepers who 
urc w andering  t i n m t o e  street to another,  b e g g in g  from  door to door  
but there is none to help them.

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bafa|0ur: I rise to support the reso­
lution which ha$ betm im>\ed by Mr. Campbell Forrester and I am sflre 
that the appeal he has made to the llon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea 
has not been made in vain, for I renwmjber-^-I was a student in those 
days—when Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea, theVenerable Felder of the 
people, on the occasion of that grand puhlp^eeting which was held 
under the pmodeucy of Jflr Stuart Bavley inthis very hall, to a ĵow a fit­
ting reception tf> H i s  Rowil Highness Prinoe Albert Victor, came here 
■with the Considered opinion of the citixens of Calcutta that the amount 
that was raised for the reivptioir (ft Hi# Royal Highness should he 
d* voted for the ftorpu* of erecting a Icjhm- asylum. I vividly teinemW 
the tiithusiatim with which that resolution was carried by the people 
pre»ent of the occasion. I therefor? think that the appeal which ha* 
Wen made by Mr. CqfhjAfell Forrester and the llon'ble Minister haa not 
been made in vain. As regard** the scheme much ItgiiMbaa been thrown 
by the inquiry that has be**ti>nade by Babu Anuada-Chiral Dutta. I 
find that administrative sanction has already been given to the scheme
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and further that the scheme is well in the hands of the Government 
and I believe Government is prepared to allot a certain sum of 
money in this year's budget for this scheme, I believe on this occasion 
no homily is required to be administered to the very modest request 
that has been made by Mr. Forrester on behalf of the lepers of 
Bengal- I am sure that it is the intention of Government und 
of the mover of the resolution that the proposed institution should be 

.thrown open to all classes of people. With that understanding, I sup­
port the mover of the resolution.

Mauivi EJCRAMUL HUQ: I th in k  it is not  at n e ces s a ry  for th is  
H o u s e  to  m a k e  a n y  s peech  to un fo ld  th e  u t i l i ty  o f  th i s  h u m a n e  proposal.  
E n o u g h  h a s  been  sa id  by the  m o v er  a s  w e l l  as  by  Mr Stark  and the Uni  
B ahadur w h ic h  h as  th e  fu l le s t  support o f  the  w h o le  H ou se .  1 have  my* 
self p erson a lly  seen  in s ta n ce s  w h en  th es e  lepera^iad rushed into  th e  hou ses  
of peop le  f<tr s u c c o u r ;  and th o u g h  th ey  reco i led  at th e  s ig h t ,  yet th ey  
were bound to  c o m e  to  their  rescue  from a h u m a n i ta r ia n  point of  v iew .  
T hese  person s ,  for th e  sak e  o f  h u m a n i t y ,  shoftld be he lped by e ver yb od y  
a*hd for th e  s a k e  of  pu b lic  hea lth  a s  a l s o  for pu blic  s a fe ty  should  be  
s e g r e g a te d  so th a t  th e y  m ig h t  not spread c o n ta g io n  to other**. I th ink  
it is th e  d u ty  o f  e v er y b o d y  as  w e l l  as  o f  the  G o v e r n m e n t  to  lent! a h e lp in g  
hand in  c o n s t r u c t in g  if  leper a s y lu m  and k e e p in g  it  up.

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ s poke  in th e  vern acu lar  in support  
of the re s o lu t io n  T he  fcngli sh tr a n s la t io n  o f  his  speech  is g iv e n  
below :—  4

M y t h a n k s a r e  du e  to  th e  m over  o f  th is  r eso lu t io n  for th is  at tem p t at  
h u in a n itn r ia n ism .  T h e re  is u pop ular  b e l i e f  that leprosy  w hich  is t e r m ­
ed in ou r  c o u n try  a s  % *4 M a h a b y a d h i  ” is beyond  cure I t  is l u g h h  
e ss e n t ia l  that  royal p^wer shou ld  fe* app lied  for th e  t r e a tm e n t  and nu rs ­
in g  o f  th is  m is era b le  fo lk .  W i t h  th ese  few words,  I support th e  m over  
from th e  v e r y  core  o f  my heart .

Th« Hon’fcfeSir'SURfttDRA NATH BANER4EA; The speech 
which the hon*ble mover h ^^ iad e  has appealed to me very strotogly, for 
throughout mv life I have l>#en a friend of (tie lepers.* My hon'ble 
friend liai Kadha Charan Pal Bahadur has referred to an incident which* 
took place in tfiis very Town Hall in 1M89. There was a grA t public 
meeting attended by the citizen* of*Oalcutta—th* wealth, the talent, 
the publit spirit of this great city and the suburbs were present. A 
resolution was moved that a large sum of money should be spent *tipon 
illuminations and entertainments and things of that kind in honour of 
His Royal Highness Pnnce Albert Victor. I velkuj*d to move an amend­
ment that m substantial portion of that money be devoted to the purpose 
of ameliorating Iranian suffering and that ft fthould lie giv<*n to the I*per 
Asylum ip Calcutta. The amendment was carried. The meeting broke



BENGAL LEPEB SETTLEMENT. • [20th Fi$ j

up. Fortunately fo rm e ,  I  was  able  to  send B s .  25,000 to  th e  Leper  
Asylum at Calcutta, and I was made a Governor of that  inst i tu t ion  and I 
discharged that d y ty  for some time. Therefore, no appeal was nec es ­
sary for the piirpose of conv inc in g  me that so m eth in g  had to be  done  in 
connection wfth the l ep er*  of th is  province. The s ta tem ent  w hich  the  
h o n ’ble mover read o i i t - t h e  sta tem ent  sh ow in g  the accom m odation  
provided Jn other provinces an compared with  the accom m odation  provid­
ed in B e n g a l— has come upon me as a pain ful surprise.  W e  c la im  J o  he  . 
the foremost province in public spirit, in philanth ropy,  in works o t  
charity.  So far an jnmintration to the lepers is concerned, I iAn afraid  
we have been sadly w anting  in our duty  and it seeing to m e  th at  
the time has come when we must  make a definite advance,  and here  
we have an opjiortunity for do in g  it. I find that only  one discordant  
note H u m  been Mounded*)!! the course of the debate that has taken place.  
Hein^rks ha^e been made*here and there in connection  with deta i l s  but 
they are not of much im portance; for in stance ,  l la i  MahendVa Chandra  
Mitra Buhadur has ol^ervetl that adm in is trative  sanction has not been 
given to th is  matter,  w h ic h  however  is not a fact. 1 may at once  
mention for the information of th is  Council that I have to some ex tent  
anticipated the ju dgm ent of this  Council.  Mr Old grieve saw me on 
one or two occasions  and we discussed the matter  and Uhave provided in 
the Schedule  of the Budget  which ha'' lieen placed (hi the table  of members  
a sum of Its. *J.r),000 for the purpose of th is  build ing Therefore, we  
have already ant ic ipated what you want tis to do. W e th ought ,  hav in g  
T.'gani to oui financial pressure, the s t n n g e m \  of the financial (situation,  
that Rs.  if.r> ,000 would be an adequate  .sum frfr sta rting this  inst itution ,  
and therefore we made this provision.  And if the  Council so w ishes  
that we should make an advance in the interest  of hum anity ,  in the inter - 
est of the suffering lepers, I will not stand in the way and Government  
will ac* ept the proposal if the Council is  so minded.  For we f e d  that it 
is il logical and almost inhuman to cnlh pulsorih  segregate  lepers am but  
the same time not 1o pro\ ide sufficient accomrnodation for them. Sir, 
with regard to the Leper Act I m a\  *wy at once that I had had some hand 
in it. Som e two or three \ e a r s  back tee had an informal conference  in 
the h o u s f  o f  the Cotnmumler-iu-C hie f- Sir  Charles  Munro— at Sim la  and 
1 took part in -that conference.  W e  had a"<lf!*eu.ssion on the subject and  
we s u g g ested  the tine upon which the Leper Act was to be  fnim&d The  
<;\ct has hfftn *o framed.  That be ing  so and there be ing  th is  A ct,  it is a 
statutory obligation upon us— it w ^nn obligation  thrown upon the  
Government to segrega te  these lepers,  and therefore we as a Government 
feel'that  it is our bounden dut \ in the iuterest of  hum anity  and ju st ice  to 
provide sufficient accommodation for them. V nder  the circumstances,
T feel we should take a substantial step in this direction. We have 
provided lls. *f»,000 Aibject, of course, to an important proviso, n>.f 
that the taxation BilU are passed. Tf you do not pass taxation Bills 
or if you restrict them to three years only then you cannot have this gum.
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Subject to the taxation Bills being passed, ns recooi m ended by the Select 
Committee, we have provided in the Schedule Ru. 25f0G() for this purpose 
and I am prepared, on behalf of Government. to raise this money if the 
Council so wishes, provided again that these taxation Hills he panned. 
This is the attitude of Government and 1 do^hot think iftat after thin 
assurance my hon'ble friend will press his resolution,

Mr. J. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: I have listened with a great 
deal of admiration and interest to the eloquent speech of the Hon'ble Sir

* Surendm  Nath Hunerjta and 1 am very thankful to him for his sym pathy. 
J am afraid that my speech raised some misapprehension in (he minds of 
gome of th<* hon’ble members — perhaps I should have placed more 
emphasis ujw>n my optMiin#? statement n am eh , that a draft scheme for n 
leper asylum  to accommodate 1,000 lepers was draw n up at the request 
of Government and the scheme has !>een approved of by tl̂ t* Government. 
It will co«jt Rs 4,00,000 and the amount will be spread ov<*t a number of 
years. What I wanted was that Rs. f>0,0tM) }><> allotted in this year’s 
budget as a first in sta lm ent, otherw is# |h e  scheme will be held up for 

.another \ear  I am sorrv 1 did not make it < lear to the Council, but 1 
hope that, after this explanation, it will be the means of those members 
who have opposed the m heme w ithdraw ing their opposit ion. 
m L istening to the i lo n ’ble Str Surendra Nath Haneijea, 1 was remind- 

ed of a story. A stieet waif was eating an apple and his hungry little  
mute looked w istfu lly  cm. then in an appe&Jjng \o ice  he pleaded, 

Say, m ate, »\ «» me the core " “ T heie flint g o in ’ t<» he no c o r e / ’
was the replv of the street waif In this rase there is Jo l»e a wore, but u 
ver\ small jjortion of a core, and I ask the Hon'ble M inister for a larger  
portion of the «ore, so that this scheme ma\ be pushed rapidly forward.

It is pleasant for me to leurn that the Hon’ble M inister is so symjm- 
thetic and has been ill active touch with tins laudable work for so long. 
l%i>nl\ ask for 1U ftO.OOO. 'I hi* nujji is sm all, und an yth in g  less than 
that amount w ill not attain my obje< t, and I tru^t this House will grant 
me the full amount.

I regret sincerely that we haVe llbt in our midst to-day the late 
Surgeon-General Itobinson, who had taken such a deep inteflfcst in this 
work. *

Th<f motion was then put and agreed to.
At this stage the Council was adjourned for |.r» minute*!*

AdJ*umm«ft

The Council met again after adjournment at 0-20 p .m ., b8t o w io g  f a  
want of a quorum it was adjourned till «J p .m . on Tueaday, the 22nd 
instant, at thejjfown H all, (Calcutta
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled uiMttr the 
provisions of the Government of India A ct *

T h e  Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town H all, C alcutta , 
at .'J p.m. on Tuesday, the 21st February, 1922.

Present:

The Deput v-I’rcsident in the ( ’hair, the H on’ble the four Members 
«f the Kxecutive Council, the H on'ble the three M inisters, and 91 nomi­
nated and elected mein hem.

8tarred Question 

(to which oral answer was given). 

Cellular oonflnement of two political prisoners in Pabna Jail.

•XIX. Babu KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (a)  W ill the 
Hon'ble the Member in charge of the Uppartineut of Itevenue (Ja ils) be 
pleased to state — ^

( i)  whether it is u fact that one Naresh Chandra Lahiri, a political 
prisoner, convicted under section 17 ( / )  of the Criminal 
Law Amendment Act of 1!H)S and sentenced to three ^months' 
ligorous impriHonmeut and his brother Probhas Chftjidra 
Imhiri, an under-trul political prisonei charged under the 
same section of the same A rt, have been confined in the 
solitary ('ells in the l ’abna district m il; and 

(t t )  if the answer is m the nffirumt)\e fhe reasons for and the 
authority under which they have been so confined, the firti 
ufter, and the last before, Ins conviction!’

{!>) W ill the H on’ble the Memberjw* pleased to state whether the non- 
oflicial visitors of the jails are entitled  to know tl£p reasons for 
confinem ent in solitary relish

<c) i f  the answer to (M  is in the n egatm  , will the H on’.Me the 
Member Ik?pleased to state the reasons for, or the rules or orders of 
Governm ent, if any, under which, the non-ottieial visitors are ao 
barred Y

(rfi Is it iu»t the ' rule or practice or is there no order of the 
G overntnei^ to mention such confinements in solitary ceil* in the  
convicted or under-trial prisoners’ jail records or t ic k e tsY

( t )  W ill the H on'ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
Jailors or Superintendents of Jails or the Distric t Magfrtrate# can, of 
their own arconL order such confinement in solitary cells before or 
after conviction?



( f ) £ i  so, is not an order or note in writing* to that effect required 
by law  or rule for such punishment ?

the non-official visitors of the Pabna ja il inquirt* in to the  
reasons'for confinement of the prisoners mentioned in (u) above in the  
solitary trells ?

( h ) I f  the answer to (^/) is in the affirmative, were they supplied 
with all the information by the Jailor regardiup such confinement on 
the day ft they visited the Jail?

(t)  Is it a fact tffat the recent Government cotnmuniqur  alH>ut the 
treatm ent of the political prisoners in ja ils n ov  was not sent to the ja il 
authorities*)! Pabna until the 4th January, 19**21' #

{;) Are the Government considering tlie desirability of isgjaing 
orders to the authorities of all the jail* in the Presidency not to confine 
political prisoners (both under-trial and convicted) in the solitary cells 
but to g iA ‘ them e \ery  facility for reading, w riting, exercise and supply 
of food and ttedding from outside and allow ing visitors to sec them if 
necessary ?

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS] 
(the Hon’ble 8»r Abd-ur.Rahim): 0 )  They were kept in sejMirate cell* 
but not in solitary confinement.

( / / )  The  Su|N*rintendent rcjmrts that he kept these  prisoners  
separate  because  the \  defied the rule of  t h e  J ill ( ’ode and stirred Up 
trouble  « i n« i | ?  other  prisonei*. The  I’i i sons A< t ' S5> 1, is 1 hi* authori ty. "

(fj) Yes ,  subject to the piovisions <»f rule fxri of tlie Jai l  ('ode.
(f * This question  does not a n s e  „
( th  Yes. Ifule 7*W of the Jail ( ’ode may be seen.
(r) The Superintendent m^y award ail nunishm ents prescribed by 

t i e  Prisons Art, which include *oIi«.iry, cellular and separate confine­
ment No officer, Hul>ordiuate to a Suj>ermtendent, has power to award 
any punishm ent, but under rule 26<», the lailoi may lock a prisoner 
in a cell. The District M agistrate has power to award punishment*, 
»ubje< t to the provisions of rule f>2 of the Jail ( ’ode.

( /)^ Y es.
(0 ) and (h ) Inquiry is 1mmng made.
( 1) Printed copies of the rules regarding special class prisoners,

to which the question probably t^fem , were despatched on the 
3rd January. w . f

( ; )  The rules regarding confinement .n cell* will Ijj found in 
rules 256,  697 and 712 to 714 of the Jail Code. W ith regard to tB* 
privileges mentioned in the question, reference i% invited to the rules 
Eor special ck as prisoners published in a com m vnuju t  on the  
30th December, 1921. Government do not think it necessary to  i«*ue 
m y special order as suggested  itt the question.

1822.1 QUESTIONS. 63
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U ntU rrtl Questions 

(a n im rt to wfilch were laid on the table). 

Specialist for water hyacinth problem.

162. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: W i l l  th e  H o n ’ble  th e  
H iii i i i ter  in c h a r g e  of  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A g r ic u l t u r e  an d  I n d u s t r i e s  L»« 
pleaded to  s ta te—

(i) w h e th er  it is a fu< t that  a sp ec ia l i s t  has  been  e n g a g e d  to 
in v e s t ig a te  into  the m ean s  for d e s tr o y in g  w a ter  h y a c i n t h ;

(it)  i f  so, what m ean s  have  been r e co m m en d e d  by h i m ;
'i t t t ) w h e th e i  a n y  c h e a p  rem ed y  has  y e t  been fo u n d ;
(tv)  w h e th er  th e  G o v ern m en t  are ta k in g  a n y  steps  to  do a w a y  w i th  

th e  n u isa n ce ,  oth er  than those prescr ibed by th e  d is tr ic t  
board and m u n ic ip a l  b y - la w s ;

(v) w h e th er  a n v  sum has yet }>een a l lo t te d  for such p u rp o ses;  and  
(vt) w hat  is the  q u a l i f ica t ion  and pay per m ensem  of  th e  s p e c ia l i s t ?

MINISTER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE ami* 
and INDUSTRIES (the Hon'ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaud- 
huri, Khan Bahadur): N<> spec ia l is t  has been e n g a g e d ,  but a C o m m itte e  
com posed  o f  officials  and non-ofhcia ls ,  w ith  S ir  J:  C Bose  as P r e s id e n t ,  
has been a p p o in te d  to jj jquire  into  the spread of water  h y a c in t h  in 
Bftimral an^j to s u g g e s t  m t ^ t n e s  for its c rad ic a t ion .  T he  report  o f  th e  
Committee* is b e in g  a w a ited .

inspectors and auditors of the Co-operative Department.

183. Maulvi MAHAMMED MADASSUR HU88AIN: u n  Is  the
H tin ’Mc the M u n s te r  m ih u r g e  of  th<* l l e p a i t n t e i i l  of  A g r icu l tu r e  and  
In d u s tr ie s  aw are  that th e  e le v e n th  C o-opera t ive  C onfere n c e ,  w h i le  
r e t i r i n g  that the pa \  and pio>pc*cts <>f tin* in spectors  and aud itors  
tmould be g r e a t ly  im p rove d ,  u n a n im o u s ly  s u g g e s te d  th a t  th e  p a y  a n d  
p r o s p e c t s  of the  in spectors  sh ou ld  be the  sam e as those  o f ^ h e  s u b -d ep u ty  
co l lectors  Y

(b) Is it a fact that the H o n ’ble  th e  M in is ter  in his  c o n c lu d m ^ h p e e c b  
as the  P r e s ^ e n t  o f  the  e le v e n th  P r o v in c ia l  C o-op era t ive  C o n ference  sa id  
that in sp i te  of th e  dif f icu lt ies  o f  J h e  B en g a l  f inance  th e  press in g  
qu es t io n  o f  the  rev is ion  o f  th e  p a y  of  th e in spectors  and a u d ito r s  c o u ld  
har d ly  l>e postpon ed  a n I H o n g e r ?

(c) Is  i |  a fact that  Mr. Doftovafi,  th e  la te  R eg is t ra r ,  s u b m i t te d  a 
s ch em e  abou t  the  re-orgftnis*tion of  th e  s erv ices  o f  th e  inspectors  an d  
a ud itors  in  or a b o u t  J u n e ,  1921?

(d) I f  so, w i l l  th e  H o n ’ble  th e M in is ter  be pleaded to state—

(») w h at  orders ,  i f  a n y ,  h a v e  b e e f t  parted  on that s c h e m e ;  an d



(ti) whether any additional allotment has been made in the budget 
of 1922-23 for the prospective increase in the* pay of the 
inspectors and auditors?

 ̂ (e)  if  no  a d d i t io n a l  a l lo tm e n t  ban been m ad e,  will the  H o n ’ ble the 
Minister l>e p leased  to sta te  the  reasons?

(J) If  the answer to question (<J) {it) is in the negative, will the 
Hon’ble the Minister be piea.sed to state whether it will I k * possible to 
give effect to any scheme subsequently approved by the Government?

(y\  I s  the  H o n ’ble  the  M u n s te r  aw are  that d i s c o n te n t  e x i s t s  a m o n g  
tl ie  inspectors  and  au d itor s  on accou nt  o f  th e ir  in a d eq u a te  pay  a n d  
prosp ects?

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI,
Khan Bahadur: t*n T h e  r o n f e i e n c e  u n a n im o u s ly  resolved  that thtf pay  
and  prospects  of in spectors  and u u d i to i s  and su|H‘iv isors  are in ad eq u ate  
and sh ou ld  be i m p m \ e d .  O n l \  the movei  of  the reso lu t ion  s u g g e s te d  
ihat  the in spectors  s h o u ld  be p laced  on a fo o t in g  of  e q u a l i ty  in respe$^  
of  p a y  and s ta tu s  w ith  s u b -d ep u ty  col lectors .

(h) Yes.
(r) Y es
(fh  (11 T h e  d e ta i l s  o f  the s ch em e  for r e o ig a n is a t io n  a i e  s t i l l  under  

c o n s id e r a t io n .  •
<»/' T he  q u es t io n  of b u dget  prov is ion  d ep en d s  on th e a v a i la b i l i ty  

of  fu n d s  and the vote  of the L e g i s la t iv e  QminffiL No def in ite  Sta tem ent  
can th ere fore  In* m ad e  at th is  s tage  * * '

(t > and  t / t  In \ j e w  of th e answ er  to {<h In)  the  q u es t io n s  do not  
arise.

( / ; i N o  icp ie scn ,ta t io n s  on the subject  h ave  been rec e iv ed ,  but 
G o v er n m e n t  u n d ers ta n d  that these officers e x p e c t  som e im p r o v e m e n t  in  
th e ir  pay and prospects .

Special officer in charge of Malaria retearoh and Kala*azar. *

164. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: W i l l  fee 
H o n ’ble the  Ulin ister  in ch a r g e  o f  th e  D ep a r tm e n t  o f  Local $e lf -G o v « ra *  
m ent be pleased  to s ta te—

(fcl the yeaxly expenditure incurred for retaining the speoial 
officers in charge of the Kala-azar inquiry and in charge 
of Malaria research ;

(i») the period of their serviced* such ; and
whether any priginal discoveries were made by the present 

incuml>ent8 during their tenure?

MINISTER in oharga of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Sarm dri Nath Baiter Jea): <t) and (it) 
A statement is laid on the table*

(w^ A note bv the DireetorUf Public Health is laid on the table.

1022] QUESTIONS.
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"  Statement referred to in the reply to clames  ( t )  atid (ii) of question No. 164, 
showing fhe expenditure incurred yearly for retaining the present 
SpecviI Officer in c h a r g e t h e —

* (0  M a i ARIA fiEKtAKCH BlUXi H. * •

H*hnry. House tflowtaoe. Tr» veilingkUowMDor.

t i n . A p  i i t s A . » ’ . | H s . A K H s . A . P .

1 9 1 6  1 7 5 , 4 6 0 0 0  J 1 , 1 7 6 4 1 1 , 6 4 8 2 4 * , 2 8 4 6 5

1 9 1 7 , 1 8 7 , 4 1 5 0 1 , 3 3 0 2 7 2 , 1 7 4 5 0 1 0 , 9 4 9 7 7

1 9 1 H !  9 8 , 4 0 0 0 0 1 , 5 0 5 0 0 2 . 9 0 5 1 2 0 1 2 , 8 1 0  1 2 0

l 9 1 * ) - i > ; 1 0 , 2 0 0 0 u  If
1 . 5 0 5 u 0 2 , 6 1 4 ) o 0 1 4 . 3 1 9 1 0 0

1 9 2 0  2 1 1 2 , 6 8 2 4 2 I 1 , 3 8 6 7 3 1 , 7 1 0 2 0 1 5 , 7 7 8 1 3 5

1 9 2 1 * 2 2 4 , 4 9 2 8 7 3 9 1 3 7 8 7 3 1 0  . 6 , 7 5 6  1 3 2

< i r i u i * l  L o t n l . . .  4 8 , 6 7 9 1 2 9 7 . 2 9 4 1 6 1 1  9 2 6 0
i

4  j 6 7 , 8 9 9 1 4 7

( i l )  K a I.A A/AR B b ANOH.

u.m* ttkm*n<» Tn.rrlltngfcjjowftnr*.

I U .  a .  I * .  | f U .  a .  r * .  ; K * .  a  i * .

9 5 2  9  3  ! 1 , 6 6 2  3  3  8 , 0 0 4  1 2  6

l , 5 o X  0  0 2 , 9 5 4  11 0 1 3 , 0 7 2  i i 5
T

*  K « .  A .  p .

1 H 9  20  (from 5,400 0 0
June,  1919. to
Kfkuftry.  1920).*

1920 21 ( from 8,612 14 6
Murrh, 1 92 0 , 1 0 .
PVt>nun. 1*21) * 1 !

1921 I from March 8,061) 3 3 ! 1.146 0 0 1,476 6 0 ,  10,690 9 3
to Dt'ocmUr).

Ti<*l 22.073 I 8 3,612 9 3 ; 0,082 4 3 81,767 16 2
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Q uestion Xo» 164, asksd  by H at M ahetidra  C handra  M Ura B a h a d u r  
regard ing  e r p tn d itu r e  on K a la -a ta r  <t+4 J/<i/dWri research,

<# * 
I t »» not clear what the questioner actually means by the inquiry a* to " whether 

«n^ original discoveries were made by the present incumbents during their 
tenure.'’ If he refers to discoveries such as those of Laverati and Ross. who in 
the one case made the ‘'untrtnul disrovrri/" of the malaria parasite and in
the other of the fact that the malaria parasite was carried by anopheles mosquitoes 
from the sick to the healthy, the answer would be that they were not Asked or 
expected to do so . but tffat they were intended to make an extended survey some­
what on the lines of that carried out by the medical officers at tat lied to tlje Drain­
age <Jonim|tt*e for the Presidency Division, with a view of discovering. as far as 
possible, the exact diatribution of malaria and tracing its jvlatiouship to ph>sical 
and other conditions with a view to dtst'overing lu>w far it might lie |»oH$ible to 
ameliorate the condition From this point of view, the work done in the last few 
years has been of the utmost value We have learned, for example. an a resufc of 
that work, Jhe following important facts - -

(1) M alana in the low-lying ureas is not usually associated with exiess of 
water, as has long been ftulieved, but that on the contrary, «t umiiiIK increases 
coincidentally with an actual diminution of the water present on the Isnd during  

*the rains
(2) Malaria is relatively mild wc absent from localities subject to inundation 

with lertilixmg silt-laden river water and that it increases m pievulcuce aiiu 
seventy when this <tort«of water is shut out from the country in embankments

Anopheles mosquitoes are usually relatively scarce or absent during the 
rainy season from localities whih benefit by Tnflux* of fertilising mlt-ladon 
m e r  water *

(4) Anopheles mosquitoes occur in enormous number# in urea* which have 
been deprived of this water

<5) The construction of efobuitkments in low-lying areas whether for roads, 
railways or other pur|M>ses is almost invariably followed by an iu< tvuw of tualtfHa 
as hhown hy a use in the spleen rat#, the sickness rato, and the mortality of the 
affected areas t

% (6) Following upon an increase of malana and a corresponding rise m fhe 
mortality, depopulation of the affected villages commences, and simultaneously 
land goes out of cultivation, homesteads are deserted in the villages and an 
increase of jungle and useless vegetation occurs Tliese and many other important 
facta, having a similar bearing on the problems of Bengal malaria, have been 
brought to light by the malaria ofFners of the department Whether or not they 
are to be classed as "original discoveries" is {Visibly open to discussion, but the 
fact renmins that at present theae discoveries are not to be found in any publiahed 
text-book on malana, and in consequence they still remain unre&gni^ed by many 
medical men and others who are accustomed, t® gain their knowledge of the epide­
miology of the disease pnncipally by the >*ading of such text-book*

Nevertheless, it is the dis<x>very and repeated confirmation of the facts referred 
to which enables me to echoNrith confidence the remarks of His Excellency Lord 
Ronaldahav before the representatives of the I>istnrt Boards on Januaqp 2ftth, 1 PlM.

“ If you could dry up Bengal, mosquitoes would eery soon disappear JBtst you 
cannot of course dry up Bengal. You might as well try to dry up the sea. In a 
country which is naturally a dry country like the Punjab, for instance, you may 
set to Vork to remove all superfluous water hy draining the country Ju
Bengal, however, tome other method must be devised , If then you cannot

N&s by /AaDirector o f Public Health, Bengal, in to clause (n i)  qf*
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get rid of the water, the next best thing to do is to change its charaoter, that is to 
convert the numberless small shallow pools with a maximum of edge and a com­
paratively low temperature into large expanses of water with a minimum edge 
and a higher temperature. The water which covers the land, especially during the 
wet season in derived from two sources, vi*., spill water from the rivers and fain. 
Under these circumstances, the object which we have m view can be achieved by 
holding up the water on the land dunng the wet months, in other words, by flooding 
the country; and hy draining off the flood a t suitable seasons. To do this satis­
factorily we must call iri the Kngineer and get him to construct embankments and 
sluices. If by these means we can regulate the amount of water on a given area 
of land we cannot only bring about conditions winch are unfavourable to the breed­
ing of mosquitoes, hut run also guard again.st damage being done to the crops, and 
indeed, #e can enormously improve the crops Hy a fortunate dispensation of Pro­
vidence, the staple crops of ]iengal—jute and rire—are crops which nr<>w in stand' 
ing water and if we rgtjulate the inflow and the effur nf tke irater »nentificallyf 
u'e ran not only dextro}/ the momfiiitne larva and maintain a level of water suit- 
able for thr production of youd cr«p», but trf ran actually improve the ferli lily 
of tke land hy alhnrtny the infbmtnfj water to drpnnt xts xtIt ujton the soil/'

12 It is not generally realised that although kula-azar was known to occur in 
parts of liengft], prior to the investigation undertaken hy the Assistant Director 
of Puhlu Health, no one suspected how wide-spread^fhe infection was. Certain 
important farts hnve also Inmmi brought to light m regard to the sex distribution 
of the disease It has ulso been shown to Imp'mainly of a sporadic type, rather 
than the epidemic type common in ,Assam.

^uperirgendents of Industries,

165. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: W ill the 
H on ’ble the M inister in charge of the Departm ent of A gricu lture and 
Industries be pleased to state the number, nam es and spe( lal technical 
Cgifalifii uhuns, if there be any, anil the salary of the gentlem en recently  
appointed as c r r le  inspector* in the D epartm ent of Industry'*

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: T he  m em b er  is referred to the answ er  g i \ e n  to the
unstarred  qu es t ion  N o.  2«’U (<j> asked by h im  at the  m e e t in g  of the  
C ounci l  he ld  on the 5th S e p tem b e r ,  1921. T h e  scale  o f  p ay  sa n c t io n ed  
foi these  officers is R s .  2 0 0 * - 2 0  700.

** T h e  d e s ig n a t io n  of  tfte c ir c le  officer* ha* s ince  been c h a n g e d  to 
Sup«*nnte^ len ,U  of  Industr ie* .

Department of industry.

IBB. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: <a> Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge or the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing th* duties 
of all circle inspectors?



( b) Witt*'the I l o n ’ble  the M in is ter  In? p leased tu state w h eth er  any  
m u l t  has  been a c h iev ed  in the field of ind us try  by a n y  of  these c irc le  
inspectors w ith in  th e ir  official ju r is d ic t io n ?

(c) W i l l  th e  H o b b l e  the M in is ter  be p leased to lay on the table  a  
sta tem en t  s h o w in g  th e  num ber ,  nam e and o j w i a l  q u a l i t ic a t io n s  o f  the  
E con om ic  U otan is t s  to  th e  G o v e rn m e n t  of B e n g a l  to g e th e r  with the  
nature  o f  th e ir  work o f  in v e s t ig a t i o n ,  and th e  J e s u i t s  mo far achie ved?

(d) W i l l  the H o n 'b le  the M inis ter  be pleased to state  the cost incurred  
b \  G o v er n m e n t  for e m p lo y i n g  these officers?

(e) W i l l  th e  H o n ’ble the M inis ter  be pleased to lay  on the table  the  
average  a m ou nt  o f  y e a i l v  e x p en d itu re  under  the head “ E stab l ish m e n t  
Charges  and  t r a v e l l in g  ”  for the D epartm ent of  I n d u s tr y ,  B e n g a l?

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur! (a),  ( h), (c), (d) and (c) T h e  m em ber is referred to the  
answer  g iv e n  to the unstarred question  No.  V-'il, nsked by h im  at the  
m e e t in g  of the L e g i s la t iv e  C ouncil  held  on the f>lh Septem ber ,

Attendance of non-official elected members of the Bengal 
Legislative Council.

* 167, BabU NALINI NATH ROY: W il l  th ’ H o n ’ble th e M em ber in 
ch a rg e  of the L eg i s la t iv e  Departm ent  be pfensed to h»y on th e tab le  a 
s ta tem ent  show ing

it) the number of on v h i c h  tin* B en gal  legis la t ive*  Council
Nat from Jan u ary  to Decem b er ,  1 , and

( u )  the a tt en d an c e  of  each of the n o n - o f f t <  iat e le cted  m em bers  dur­
ing  tin* said per iod?

• MEMBER in charge of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT <the 
Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler): <o s i x t \  da\**

{u)  A s ta tem ent  in laid on the table

\ m  \ QUESTIONS. 69 i

Statement referred to it* the rrply to nnnta* tmi <{WHttim Xo !ti7, nhouiny 
the j t t  tendance o f  the mtn-njfu to I (rlet'trd) mnnhrrn of the lirntjal 
Legtghittv? f 'nunrit at meeting* h*'td durint / the yrftr

Note -—Tht' al1en«l*iMV of iii'Httier# wf.-< *>r \h« c m w  of tl»«
>«*r lia« »>ol t«r«*ti *howr».•

l o t * !  ntin> b«r o f  4 *»« Um -  o l <>»,«ol iw>» «•«<-,») mMT.tt*r» wU «(»»*• tw
n . t n h f t  w** c W I ^.1

1. AtMy, Bubo Ai**ul\* Dhow ... *10 f»H
2. Afiuil, Naw*lr/j»<i» K. M., Khan 60 60

Bah«dur.
3. Ahmed, Khan fUi.tdur M*ulu 60 4$

£f»*dud<ito.
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4
5

8 .

II.
10.

11.
12. 
\ ‘A 
M. 
15. 
10 
17

IN

10

'JO
•21

23.

24. 
25 
2f» 
27. 
2*

29
30 

51.
32.
33.

34. 
35

3 6 .
37.

38. 
30 
4‘>. 
41
43.

S a n i r  o f  ix  n-o tD ' In t  O K /n b w * .

A \n u ‘-‘l, K h a n  f ta h m iu r  

A I i i u k J ,  M a u l v i  A z a l a n n M m  

Ah me d ,  Maulv i  Huti ( ' iMii i  

A l i m e < l ,  M a u l v i  Yai j u i i i i j c i ' J i f i  

A l . f i ^ j ,  M r .  M.

A l u i i f ‘l, M m m h i  J a fa r  

Al c. V,  M r .  S  M a h b n o l ,

A l l .  M m i I vj  S v  **. 1 M u k n o u . l  

Al t  M r  ^ \ ‘ «1 I L r f a n  

A l t ,  M r .  «•<! \ a n m i  

Al l ,  Mu i i « l i i  A m i r  

Al t ,  M u n h i d  \  \  >11»

A r a l i t i m i i ' l ' l n i ,  M a u h i  K l t a t i ' I a k a r  

A / . m n  K l i a t i  B a l i  a u  u r K l i W a j a

M o l h . i m - 1 .

I l a

C l m i i t l r a  

Mar mu,  Kai

Hutui ' lur  AI *i ii.inh 

S,ilnl> fViTV li .m a ii.
m it r.

Hu t  t (t i t .  M r 11

l l u i t i ,  B a l ’ ii .1 a t i i i  l i . i  N a t l i  

|t< a.i. I, M i .  T  F

11<.M , Ml  s .  M 

M i  U  I.

( l ia i  l u a K a r ,  H  l i -n  U a * i k  O i a t u l f a  

( ' i t H i u i l m r i ,  H a l u i  K * « i i  i i  M n l i a u  

( l u l U ^ l l l l l  I, M i l ' l l  1 . l l l k t l l . l t  Ik

I ' l i a i i i l l i i m  Kl i a i >  H »l ni ' l u i  M a u l v i  
l l a t i / . a r  K a h a m a t i  

C l i n i h l l i u r i ,  M a u h i  Nh u l i  M u l n u i i u n l  

( ' h m i t i l i n r i .  K a i  H a i r n - l n t  N u t 11 

f l w u i ' l l m n ,  S i r  u t «• 1», K i  

C o h r u ,  Mi  h  J  

1 ' i i n  it*. M r  \ \  ' ’ 

h u t ,  M r  S .  Ii .

<1 I w i i f U h a  i n i  N i i u r a n
ClllMulf II

IK>, Halm F m m nirA  L a!

I W * .  lU i  H*hn' lu r P s a H
M.ft F.u

l>u(t ,  Mr.  Aj|»»v C h u m h ' r

Hat lUhftvlur I>r. H a n d l i a n  

I Hi11A. Bdlni Ann*iU i ' l iArau 

(1 „ In<lu Bhu»lian

F a r o q u i .  Mr.  K. <». M.

l.ul.

Total ii .rn>M*r of di} ' 
Lvuml 4»t n/icv i 
member w** circl’d

Ou 
6>i 
»;o 
r,o 
6 o 
♦in
•Jif •
(til
t.o
GO
r»n
r»i)
< > o
no

r , o

»;o
21*

6o
6o

6 0
6 0
6 0
60

6 0

T o U l  n u m b e r  V f .  attend erj.

59
4 8

5 5
6 0  
3 0
5 1  
20 
20
52 
37 
44 
44
49
r . o

3 s 
53 
K*
r(-

2 I 
5 1 

i»0 
47

5o

43
4H
a-; 
i • 
17 

.13*

4 7
4<>

4 3
5 8
5 2
52
6 5
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43.
44.
45
46.

47
4*
4 V*
5 •. 
M.

U,\

M

vr»H

Name at M̂ mrwrv

KorreMer .  Mr J  Cut npUi il  

< ih a t a k ,  Hat B a h a d u r  N i l m a u t  

t ihofte,  Mr.  I).  C.

,, H a l B a iia < iu i J u ^ v p i lr u

l i i u m l e r

G o r d o n  Mr. A. I).

Hat j ,  M a u h i  A. K Fkzl -u!  . .

,, Sl iah M m !  KtU'la-i.jl 

, M m l v i  K krum ul  

l lu*# a in ,  Muul\»  M niiHin i ut'ii 
MadiW'ur.

J a m e « ,  Mr l i. 11 L L a n g f o r d  

J a n a l i ,  B*hu  Sat at  C h u m l t a  

K a r im ,  M « m!\ i \!nlu3 

l ‘u/1 tl

K h u n ,  Hai u IV UmkIia L a i  

,, M a t iK  i l ia in n i  u<i <hu

Kalian

,, Mi K a / m r l if lhinati

6 K Kl i . l t i  l !  I k I; • i I. u  r I , K l t i f .  H i t i w U u i
M .h j i v i  M u i i  i i i u i i r t  >i K r " i i - i . l  \ h .

*i 1. Lar i ix-ur  Mr.  F A

6:J L iw , K i m K. h*» 1' i* , i

6H. M»kti in. .«h.  JHithwtii

<>•! M a ih k .  ll. itx i Stir* n .lr i N a t h

6 5  M< K ' t i / . t < \  Mr  D .  1‘

66 Mi t r a  Itui l iat .a l«ir Male  t i i r a
( h a t i . i t  it*

67 M ut t ra,  J >r la t imJra  Na tii

♦iM. ,, Mi ‘ i

Mj .  M n k l i a r j i ,  I J . i ht i  . S u l i ^ u  C h a n . j r a

7 0  M u k h e r j  t ,  B a i i u  N i l  \ a

71 Mu> ;hopa<iha\a ,  Hao«> Sa»;»t I hao<irii

7*2 MuM< k, Bahti  Nir<nlt* B* hury

7 3  N* k < * ) .  M u / » i  Mut>M»i**ria' l  A h

74 N aak i ’r, B a lm  H t-iu  h a n l r a  ...

75. P*)i Iowan , Maiilvt M u h a m m a d  Ab*iul
J a b h a r .

7 6  Pal .  I tai  B a h a d u r  B a d h a  C h a r a u

7 7  P o d d a r ,  Bahu  K ^ a h ^ r a m

78. Pu*;h,  Colone l A J

79.  Kae,  Mr.  W li.

8 0 .  l U i k u t ,  M r .  P r a a a n n a  D e h  

8 1 .  Kauf SU*1» At<<lur

n u m b e r  o f  tim j* f m  
<V>uui ii ««! • lo o p  t i #  
aim'tor »*» * JrvtaJ.

60  
6o 
60 
60

GO 
60 
60 
6 *

60

60 

6o 
60 

6o
:n 
60 

60

6U 
6U

6o 
t.o

6- >

6o
6"
6o
60
t . o

60
60

<’-U

60

6 0

60
f>o

6 0

T otal n u m b er v t  ■ « t»  atlrudnf.
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:>h
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47
48
f»6

:ih

17
5H
60
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Itl

M
r.i

•17
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Ki i j d  M ui i i t i i i t  i i a

*>>cVMi tivwut* r*.

H i .  J t a y ,  B a b u  W i a t a n d r a  ( J m m J r n

8 3  , ,  ,, S i m - w l r a  N » t h

8 4  ,, K n m / i r S h i h  S t M- k >u u e * v s  a r

Hf> ,,  H hi  l »u!m<l i i r  I j x u l r a  l - i l

8(1 R a y  d h i i i n l l i u r i ,  l i . i l / i i  Hr* j* n * l i u

K i a h o r ,

H7 Kov
N a t h

8H.  Ki >v,  l i  il*' i . l o j ' i ' i i ' l i  a K i  i^1111a

8 0  ,, Ni l  tli

‘J O  ,, ,, N . i l i m  Nr f t t j

i M ,, M i i h i t r a j u  l l . i i i i f l u r  K->li  m m  )i
( ‘i Mi n i r . i .  

i»2 , ,  M r  l ‘ i * u l  ‘• ' i i i f j i

‘. W.  „  M r  J  K

‘,♦4 , ,  T u r i l  l l l t i i s . t u

^  , iUi B u l i i n l u r  1 ..it it Mi » l r » h  S i i i ^ h

I K ,, I t  iJ i M . o h I o H  i i I

0 7  1 (<»\ t • i r i , l i , * l m Si i  u p  N m h  . . .

*JH Si l l r t l l i ,  Kl l l l l l  l i l t  11H11111 , \ l " J t l H

IM*. S i i f k r t r ,  l t al>U . l i . , Th i i  l l i a i t i l r a

1 0 0  ,, , l i M i l m l i  a N n t i i

1 0 1 .  S i h Im , H a l  mi S m  >'M(li .i N a r u v u i i

1 0 ‘J  M u r k ,  M r  II

1 O' t .  N u h r n w  n u l )  D r  A.

1 0 4  ,,  ,, l U f H i i ’,

10f> ,, Mt  Utin. \ n Sii . i i i* -I . . .

1 0»i T i h m t h , M r  \ \  1. » i: t

1 0 7 .  W t t t t o n  S m \ i | i  S i r  I; M. ,  K i

T u t« l n u m b  < o 1 4 * } t  t l r f  
Cuuntul »*t •incs* t»w inrmbcr «u <*lertc4.

GO

GO

Go

60

00 

Gw 
g» 
Go

li'.l 
Gu 
Gil 
GO 

GO 

GO 
G t

l.u
GO

Tot *I  n u m b e r  of  <U>*atUnfli-d.

2 5
6 0
Go

-'0

: $ 7

44

38
44

60
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24
30 

4 *♦ 
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58 
47 

37
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Strength of Police force in the 24-Parganas district and 
number of crimes therein.

168. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Wi l l  tin* Hon' bl e  ( 
Member in c har ge  of tho Pol i ce  Dep a r t me n t  be pleaded to lav on t 
table  a s ta t e me nt  s h o w i n g

( i )  the tota l  nu m b e i  of the pol ice  force,  off icers and constable* ,  
a t ta ch ed  to each  po l ice -s ta t ion  in the distr ic t  of th e  tM-Pai- 

t j^anas in th e yours P H I ,  191 (i. and HUM; and  

m i) the  num ber  of (*i> c o g n is a b le  c r im es.  (M  d ae o ity  rases ,  u )  case*  
of  robbery ,  {<!) m urder eases ,  cu lp ab le  homicide, and  
(/> th ef t  eases reported from th e  area undar each polioe- 
atat ion in the aaid distr ic t  in every  quinquennium  from 
HHMitolWM?
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MEMBER in charg* of POLICE DEPARTMENT ( th . Hon’bli 
Sir Hmry W hw ltr): u '  and  (ii) Tt ha* W n  a scer ta in ed  that th e  c o l l a ­
t ion  o f  th ese  f igures  w o u ld  in v o lv e  con s id e rab le  trme and labour.  In  
v ie w  o f  th e  so m ew h a t  rem ote  h e a r in g  o f  anv  s ta t is t ic s  o f  I90f> and 1911 
upon th e  c i r c u m s t a n c es  o f  the  present d a v ,  it is not cons idered  neeeftsan,  
to d ir e c t  th i s  c o m p i l a t io n .

S t o p p a g e  o f  d i s t r ic t  board g r a n t  to  S ib h a t i  M iddle  E n g l i s h  S chool  
an d  o th e r  s c h o o ls  in t h e  B a s ir h a t  s u b d iv i s io n .

169. Rai H A R E N D R A N A T H  C H A U D H U R I : un W i t h  re ference
to th e an<i\#ci " iven  to u n s ta i re d  q u es t io n  No l ‘J7 hv M aulv i  F ar la l  
Kiuirn for the  m e e t in g  of  the Nt April ,  I!*‘J l ,  w il l the  H o n ’hle  the  M in is ­
ter in ch a r g e  o f  th e  D e p a i tm en t  of K ducat ion  he p ieased  to s ta te  w h y  th© 
dis tr ic t  hoard jjrant to  tlie S ih h a t i  M iddle  Kn^lish tSchool in s u b d iv is io n  
Basirhat ,  in the  dist n e t  of ‘.M-Par^anafl , w as  s topped Y

(h) Is  it not a fact that ,  even  a f t er  th e  le inova l  o f  th* d e fe c t s  and  
ir r egu lar i t ie s  no t iced ,  and after the iccnmm»*n-lation for the ren ew al  
of  the d is tr ic t  boa id j^uint h\ the A d d i t ion a l  In sp ec tor  of  S c h o o ls ,  P r e ­
s id e n c y  D iv i s io n ,  the d i s t i n t  hoard jrrant to the S ih h a t i  M iddle  Kn^jlish 
School  w as  not r en ew ed  Y
• W i l l  the Ifor»'hle the M in is ter  he pleaded to stat » w h e th or  it is 

a fact that th e  sudden  s to p p a g e  of d in tnct  hoard *riant resu lted  in the  
P an itar  M iddle  Kn^lmh School  in th e mime s n h d i \ i s i o n  and th e  Bera-  
fh a m p a  Scho<d m the s u b d iv is io n  of  B.irasat heuit^ d o s e d  dow n Y

M IN IST E R  in charge of D E P A R T M E N T  of ED U CAT IO N  (the 
Hon'ble Mr. P. C. M itter): ( n )  fWie tf iant was s top p e d ,  owinjr to 
th e  e x i s t e n c e  of j f i a \ e  m  e tfu lan t  j e s  in the c o n d u i t  of  the sch ool ,  on the  
r ec o m m en d a t io n  of  th e  D is tr ic t  D e p u ty  I n sp ec to r  o f  S d m o ls ,  IM-Par- 
ganan.

(h) T h e  In sp ec tor  o f  S ch o o ls ,  P r e s id e n c y  D iv i s io n ,  r eco m m en d ed  the  
ren ew al  o f  th e  ^rant on tin* 2 ‘lrd N o v e m h e r ,  11KJ1, and it wil l he paid  
in due  course .

(r)  N o .  P a n i ta r  M iddle  Kn^lish Schoo l  fe ll in to  a s ta te  of decay  
b efore  th e  d is tr ic t  board jrrant w as  s u sp en d ed  in March,  lf*l?0 Govern*  
merit h ave  no in form ation  of  a n y  jtdiool over h a v in g  e x i s t e d  at Bern-  
ch am p a .

# R a i lw a y  b e t w e e n  th e  P a d m a  and  D h a lee w a r i .

170 .  R a i  P Y A R I  L A L  D O S S  B a h a d u r :  (a) W i l l  the H o n ’Me the  
M in is te r  in c h a r g e  of th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  P u b l ic  W o r k *  be  g l e a n e d  to  
s t a te  w h e th e r  th e C o m m it te e  ap|w»inted to  rejmrt as  to  the  fea s ib i l i t y  of  
a r a i lw a y  c o n s tr u c t io n  in th e tra< t b e tw een  th e  river# Pad m a and Dhalen-  
wari ha* s u b m i t te d  it* rep ort?

(6) If ao, what action, if any, have the Government taken upon it?
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M IN ISTER  in charge of D EPA R TM EN T  of PU B L IC  W O RKS  
(the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab A li Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur):
(a) and (b) T he  w eu ib er  is referred to the rep ly  g iven  to que&tion N o.  58 
(a) (ii), uhked by fcabii Brojendra Ki^hor K ay  C haud hur i  at the m ee t in g
held on the l!Hh Ja n u a ry ,  la*t.

Aiaittant Director of Public Instruction for Muhammadan 
Education.

17t. Maulvi F A Z L A L  K A R IM : <//> W ill thtj Hon’ble the Minister #
in charge  of the Department  of Kducat ion be pleased to lay on the table  
a s tatement  show m g  - ,

O) the dat:* when the post of Ass i s tant  Dn e < t o r  of  Publ i c  I ns t ruc ­
tion for Muhammadan  Kihieation was  fiist created;

( / / )  tlie annual  l o s t - o f  the post  im h i d i ng  the e s t a b l i s hm e nt , e t c . ;  
and

i m )  tlie work of nnpoj tance  done  b\  him to furthei  tlie cause  of  
M uhammadan educat ion Y 

(It) Wi l l  the H o n ’ble the Minis ter  be pleased to s tate  whe t he r  the  
Assistant  Diroctoi  c m  take any ini t iat ive  in any  matte? r egar di ng  
Muhammadan educat ion wi thout  the s anc t i on  of the D n e c t o r  of  Publ ic  
I nst i net ion Y .

(c)  W a s  the i e  an\  occas ion  when tlie I)ne< tor l e h i s e d  to < ompl y  
with the s u g g e s t i o n s  of the As s i s t a n t  1 >iret to! m the mat ter  of further­
ing the ca us e  of Muhammadan  educat i on ?

(il) If so.  what wore those s u g g e s t i o n s  or l e c ommendat  ions ?
(#•) Ai e  the Government  < o t i s i denng  the des i rabi l i ty  of abo l i shi ng  

the post of Ass i s tant  Duei  toi of Publh I ns t i t u t i on  and ol ut i l i s ing  the  
s av i ngs  thereof in g runt i ng  st ipends  to des erv i ng  Muhammadan b o \ s ?

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. M ITTER : ( < n  < h August, l ‘»i i
{n)  I t s .  L H l . O O O .
{ m )  Thi s  oflicei 1ms no separate  office He  forms an integral  part  

of  the D i r e c t o r s  office l i e  has  no separate  budget*  no juri sdict ion  
over an\  inst i tut ion but is an advisory of fieri o n l v . In addi t ion to his  
headquarters  dut ies  he touts  all over the piov i nce  ami  di scusses  w’ith 
and advises  the Inspectors  <tf Schools  in regard to all mat ters  connected
with the educat ion of Muha i nmadans  and has the power of an Ass i s tant
Director oY Puhli» Instruct ion to deal with < as«»s re l at ing to the e duc a­
tion of  Muhammadans .  He is also a general  adviser to G overnm ent  
regard ing  Muhammadan  clerical  appointments .  ‘

(M  The  Assis tant D i m  tor for M uham m adan Kducation has  no e x e ­
c u t ive  authority  except that d e lega ted  to him by the D irector.  H e  
works as an Adviser  and Ass is tant of the Director,  and as  an adviser  he  
necessarily  in i t iates  proposals .

{r) and (il) It is inev itable  that the D irector,  who is in c h arge  o f  ed u ­
cation as a whole ,  is not a lw a y s  able  to  accept or carry th rou gh  th e
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r e c o m m en d a t io n s  o f  an officer w h o  dea ls  w ith  '.ho in terest#  o f  o n ly  on e  
sec t ion  o f  th e  c o m m u n i t y .  S u ch  case*  have  occurred .  F in a n c ia l  diffi­
c u l t i e s  h a v e  al**o f r e q u e n t ly  pi e v en te d  ac t ion  on tht* A s s i s ta n t  Diiector**  
recommendation**.  A li.st of  the eases  could  he f£iv<ffi o n l \  at th e  cc*t 
of turn h Hi>arch, and th e  va lue  o f  th e in form ation  w ould  not ju s t i fy  the  
labou r  in vo lved .

{t > No .  T he  ap p o i n t me n t  wa s  ma d e  and lias been i o n t n m e d  in de f er ­
e nc e  to M u h a m m a d a n  publ i c  opin ion.  I f  Go v e r n me n t  be satisf ied that  
the s u g g e s t  ion has  1 ea 11% the support  of the  M uh a m m a d a n  publ ic ,  

» G o v e r nm e nt  woul d  be prepared to cons i der  it.

Resolutions 

(under the rules for the discussion of matters of general public interest). 

Annual grant to municipalities and district boards.

Babu 8 U R E N D R A  N A R A Y A N  8 IN H A : The icsolutnm staud.ng in
m \  n a me  runs  as  tollow

" I h i s  t o i l  in ti i c< (»iniin‘iu|s I <i 1 he < to\  ci n men t that  an a nnua l  g i a n t  
be g i v e n  to e \ e r \  nii iiin ipalit \ and d i s t r nt  board ol I tengal ,  to be 
k n o wn  a> a s a n i t a i \  g i ant  a« < o n l i ng  11» the l o ml i t i o n  and needs  of the  
l^unic ipal i t  \ and dss^in t board.  and that p i ox i mon  be made  a « «o r d i n g h  
m the budget  of )

F r o m  wl^at 1 h a v e  h e a i d  f mn i  t he  H o n ’ble Mt n i s t e i  in <oi inect ior l  
w i t h  a r e s o l u t i o n  of l)i . l a t m d i a  N a t h  Mo i t i a  m \ n \ e m h e i  last  a n d  
f r om t h e  s i ibnf i fuen!  « «>n\ei <*at ion w h i c h  I had  wi t h  th<- H o n b l e  
M i n i s t e r ,  I u n d e i s t a n d  th. i t  t he  H o n ’hle Mi n i s t e r  a * « e p u  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  
of  h e l p i n g  d i s t i n t  I m a n U  b \  loan <• i g i a n t s  a n d  as  r e g a i d s  t h e  imini i  i- 
p a l i t i e s  t h e  H o n ’ble M i n M i ‘1 I- w i l l i n g  to h e l p  t h e m ,  on »e<i*i \ !hg 
a p p l i c a t i o n ,  b \  g i a n t s  a" lai  as  t 11 < u m -*» a m p«*imit

Therefore.  I do not sec any  ne<essit\ of mo\ m g  the resolut ion and  
b e g  to w i t h d r a w it

T h e  r e s o l u t i o n  wa s  t h e n ,  b \  l e a s e  ot  t h e  Co u n c i l ,  w i t h d r a w n

Alleged exoeeses committed by Police and C iv il Guards.

Babu 8 U R E N D R A  N ATH  M A L L IK :  1 m . sc that this  Cminri l
r e c o m m e n d s  t o  t h e  G o \ e m m e n t  that i m m e d i a t e  s te p -  be t a k e n  b \  t h e  
G o v e r n m e n t  foi  t h e  a p p o i n t  men* <d a |ojr»t < o » u m i t t e e o f  l m p i f l v  (« o r i e n t ­
i n g  <*f t w o  of tn l a U  a n d  f i% non-ofti< ml  ni f inlM'm of  t h e  ( ' o u m i l — t h e  
lit H e r  t #  he  e l e c t e d  b \  t h e  I ’uiiim i! i f«»j imjUirv i n t o  t h e  a l l e g e d  e x c p ^ ^  
c o m m i t t e d  b v  s o m e  m e m b e r s  <,f the C a h n t t a  P o l i c e  F o r c e  a U o  o f  t h e  
C>i vi l  G u a r d  o n  t h e  v"»th, a n d  LJ?t h  D e c e m b e r ,  I ' l ' J I . m t  M e d i n a -
b a n r  and o t h e r  place** m ( ' a h u H a .  w i?h a \ a u to f ind out  w h a t  o f f e n c e * ,  
it u n v ,  h a v e  b e e n  c o m m i t t e d  b \  t h e m  a n d  w h a t  «*teps. i f  a n y ,  nhoi i i d  be  
t a k e n  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  r e < u r i c m e  o f  a n y  H»*ch o f f e n c e s  a m i  exc ewne*  in  

f u t u r e . ”
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T h is  m otion ,  1 m ig h t  nay, is the  o u tco m e  of  th e  e x tr e m e l y  h e lp le s s  
condit ion  to w hich  the people  in various  parts o f  C a lcu t ta ,  e s p ec ia l ly  in  
M echuabazar,  K ntal ly  and M a n u s  S q i ia ie  loca l i ty  w ere  p u t ,  o w i n g  to  
tl*c a l lege d  e x c e s s e s  in th e shap* of m erci les s  a s sa u l t s  and w h o le s a le  lo ot  
by som e of  the m em b ers  o f  th e P o l ice  serv ice  and th e C a lcu tta  C ivi l  Guard  
iu the fourth week of  D ece m b er  last .  Im m e d ia t e ly  a fter  th e o c cu rren ce  o f  
th ese  inc idents  inquir ies  were  made by som e respectab le  c i t iz e n s  o f  
Calcutta ,  a m o n g s t  whom w ere  *ome m e m b er s  o f  th is  Council .  In  the  
open inquiry held in these  places ,  th ere  were w i tn e s s e s  from a l l  s ec t io n s  
of the co m m u n ity  - H in dus ,  M u h am m ad an s  and C hr is t ians ,  In d ia n s  and * 
l-uropcans,  hou seho ld ers  and shop-k eepers ,  teachers  and m is s io n a r ie s —  
who were e xam in e d  to ascer ta in  th e fac ts  c orrec t ly .  T h e  m edical men  
n ho a tten ded  to the injured p t i» o n s  were e x a m in e d ;  and first-hand  
in h u m a t io n  f iom  the hosp ita ls  was a lso  ob ta in ed  by those  w ho held  the  
inquiry .  As a result o f  th ese  in q u ir ies  prmni fa n e  e v id en ce  w as  o b ta in ed  
by them . Mcfoie  th ese  in q u n ie s  w e ie  fully < o m p leted ,  then* w as  a 
c o m m it tee  fo im ed  of a numbet of  w e l l -k n o w n  < it izens  o f  C a lcu tta ,  of 
various shades  of  p o l i tn a l  opin ion ,  foi t a k in g  s teps  in th e m at ter  w ith  
the help  and co -o jw m tion  of  the G overn m en t .  T he  c o m m it te e  w as  meant  
for the protection  of the people  of  the country  a g a in s t  pol ice  h ig h -h a n d e d ­
ness  and zulum  and it had Mr H C. C h akrub utty ,  as its  P res ident  and  
my fr iend,  Mr. Mali booh A ly ,  was its V ice -P r es id en t  and m y  es teem ed  
i r ien d ,  Sir  A su tosh  C h au d h u i i ,  a lso  a m e m b er  of the c o m m it te e  
The c o m m it te e  leqUested  one oi iU  able  m e m b e is ,  Hai i tad ha  
('Imran Pal I tah ad u i ,  to ai range with ilic  G overn m en t  for r e c e iv in g  
a d epu ta t ion  so that it m igh t  place  before H is  K xce l len cv  the  
Governor  th e  tacts  w hich  it had a s i e r t a m e d  in the uour.se of itrf 
p rel im inary  inquiry ,  and to dis< w ith  bun the abnorm al s i tu a t ion  
with  a view to pi event the r ec u n  ence  of  such  t h in g s  and to a ssu re  the  
p u blic  mind a ga i ns t  the severe  e x » esses  and th e  in con c e ivab le  o u t ra g e s  
c o m m it te d  by certain  m e m b er s  of the P o l ice  and the Civi l Guard.  To  
th e  in fin ite  regret o f  the Protec t ion  C o m m it te e — if not  to  th e ir  gr ea t  
surprise  - t h e y  were told by G overnm ent  that th e dep u ta t io n  could  not  
be rece ived as  no use fu l  purpose  would  be served by d o in g  so. The  
asse r t ion  of th is  reason is a part o f  th e  bureaucrat ic  creed,  and it is  
a lw a y s  ava i led  of  when th ey  a p p ieh en d  and foresee  a fearfu l exposure  
or a w e l l -m e r i ted  cr i t ic ism .  T he  c o m m it te e  there fore  had nc. o ther  
a lternat ive^ than  to  c o m p le te  their inquiry  w ith a v iew  to  k e e p  th e  
ev id en ce  a v a i la b le  for any fu ture  im part ia l  in quiry  by an author ised  
Hoard of In q u iry  w hich  th e  m em b ers  o f  thi*< Council  w ere  e x p e cted  to  be  
ab le  to  br ing  into  e x i s t e n c e  by m o v in g  in the Council  reso lu t ions  o f  th is  
character .  4 H e n c e  th is  reso lut ion  and hence  th is  dem an d for a jo in t  
c o m m it te e  o f  inquiry w ith  a view to find out what offences ,  i f  an y ,  had  
been c o m m it te d ,  and to ta k e  step.* to prevent such w oefu l  e x c e s s e s  in 
future.

T h e  q u es t ion ,  therefore,  is w h e th e r  w e  should  take  s teps  to  sa v e  th e  
people ,  our c o u n try m en ,  from the d a n g er o u s  efTtn'ts o f  unbrid led  license
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conferred on the police hv the executive; 01 we should pocket till insults, 
aasanltii, humiliations, loot, etc., hy the police on ourselves and expect 
and encourage all such treatment of us in the future.

T h e n  c o m e s  th e  (question o f  th e  in c id en ts  that occurred at K nta l ly ,  
M arcus S q u a r e ,  etc*. In my m ot ion  1 in c lu ded  K n ta lh  a lso ,  hut 1 unt 
to ld  hy th e  S e c re ta r y  to  the  C ounc il  that 1 cou ld  not in c lu de  it in the  
itcope o f  m y  res o lu t io n  as  an inq u iry  w as  a lready  b e in g  held  in that 
m a tte r  hy th e  S e a ld a h  M a g is t r a t e .  1 have  u n for tu n ate ly  to ui f le i l io m  
th at  v ie w ,  hut I do  not l ik e  to p i e s s  th e  m atter .  T h e  in q m iy  that the

* M a g is t r a t e  is h o l d i n g  is about th e  death  o f  a “ limn nam e u n k n o w n ,  " 
and nothing^  m ore .  1 do not wish  to g o  i n t o  d e t a i l s ,  a s  they a i e ' u l i  
k n o w n  and  th e  e \  idence  has W en p u bl ished  in the Indian  n e w sp a p ers  
from day  to  day/* W ith  r e g a i d  to th e inq uiry  m ade at W tl i  
th es e  p lace s  by the  c o m m it t e e ,  1 may say that up to the present* 
day th ey  h a v e  e x a m in e d  over  MHO w i tn e s s e s  w ho  spoke  of I n n in g  
r e c e i \ e d  a s sa u l t s ,  in s u l t s ,  humiliation**,  etc  and who spoke of the use 
of f ire-arms by th e  Civ il  ( i i i a r d s  ;«n «I loot  in sexeral  r u s e s  in their  presence .

As th ere  are m an y  o th er  m em b er s  w h o  are w i l l in g  to  speak,  as 1 
p resu m e  from the  n u m e ro u s  res o lu t io n s  on the  su b je c t ,  I do not like  to  
lake  up  m u ch  t im e  of  th e  C o u n c i l ,  as th ey  are sure to go  into  
d eta i l s .  T h e re fo re ,  I o n ly  m ove my le so lu t io n  for a p p o in t in g  a 
joftit c o m m it t e e  o f  iifquiry not f?om the point of view of a m ere  
abstract  s a t i s fa c t io n ,  hut for the  defin ite  purpose  of s e e in g  what  
offen ces ,  if a n y ,  h ave  been c o m m it te d ,  and what s teps  should  be tak en  
in order that th ere  may be no recurrem  e o f  sui h o ffen ces  and e x c e s s e s .  
It has  been s u g g e s t e d  that it is too  la te  Hut 1 do not th ink  it is so, and  
in order to avo id  c r i t i c i sm s  of  that descr ip t ion  which  w ere  leve l led  
a g a in s t  me in co n n e c t io n  w ith  th e  C h and pur  in c id en ts ,  it w a s  I w ho  
pressed  that th e  e v id e n c e  o f  w itr .e sses  be ref o ld e d  and preserved  so that  
th ey  niiirht W  u t i l i s ed  in fu tu re  T h e s e  s o i t s  o f  a r g u m e n t s  w ill not ho ld  
uuder  th e  p re sen t  c ir c u m s t a n c e s .  T he  doc tors  a i e  here,  the  m ed ica l  men  
are here,  th e  in jured people  are h e re ;  their  nam es ,  a d d resse s ,  and s t a t e ­
m e n ts  are  a lr ead y  dow n and th es e  wil l be a v a i la b le  for use  by th e  jo in t  
c o m m it te e  w h ic h  I proj>ose T h e  q u es t io n  of W la te d n e s s  cannot  
poss ib ly  ar ise  in th is  case .

I do Jiot wish to take up fuither time of the Council and I hope (hat 
the members will accept the resolution and give it their support. That 
is all that I have to «ay.

Withdraws! of resolution.

Mr. HUSEYN SHAHEED SUHRAWARDY Wing nfftent, the 
following resolution standing in his name, wan deemed to have been with­
drawn :—

** This Council recommends to the Government that a committee 
consisting of aeven member*, five being elected by the non-official
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m em hers of the* C o i i w  il from th e m s e lv e s ,  he  appointed to
i n q u i r e  into th e 11h jde n ts  at M e < h u a b a / a J  on the  .Mith D e c e m b e r ,  1921.

Incidents at Mechuabazar.

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: 1 m o v e  that  "  th is  C ouncil  
r ec omme n ds  to the <i o v e i n m e n t  t l i a t n  < o mm i t t e e  of pf lbl ir inq u iry  
compos ed  oi of lnial  and non-ol iu lal me mb er s  in tli»* p ropo i t i on  of o ne - r 
t h u d  ami  t w o- t hu d *  respei 11\<*ls, In* appoi nt ed  to i n v e s t i g a t e  and  report  
upon ail  the < m  uni s t am es t e l a t i n^  to tin* n K i m c i u f s  at Al e eh u a h a z a r  
on the 2<»lh l)e< ember ,  1H2 I. u i t h  spe< ial l e l e re nc #  to the  a l l e g a t i o n s  
a ga i ns t  tin* l*oli< e and tin* ( ' i\ d ( i u a r d s  in < onne< t ion t h e i ew ith

'Ih** i e s o l u t m n  w h n h  I l i \  * the honour  to move  iui i s  a lmost  mi the  
s ame  l ines  a* the othei  res o l ut i ons .  one ot w h n l i  has  heen m o \ e d  h\  tl ie 
pre\  ions speakei  . I am "in e the ( i o \  ei nment  wi l l  l eal l^e t hat it eon l am*  
the s ame request  - t he  leque**! foi t he appoint  meiit oi a mi x e d  c om-  
mi t t e e  (d ini | iii i  \ to ) 11 (11111 e inlo the .d i e ^ t t  ions that h a \ e  heen made  I 
ma\  o l i s e i \ e  tha'  when tin- im m|i n h  'ook pl.n e n Me< huabazar m the  
ear l.v mo r n i n g  o* 2 0 1 h I )ei e m b e r  la si , f lie w Itoie ot ' h.• noi l hei  n pai t ot t he 
t own was  p l u ng e d  into p.iiin and sensat i on .  and there  was  a ^crural  
s t a mp e d e  from that 1«n a 111 \ ;is the people  t h ought  that then  l ives  and  
pi opei  t \  wen* not sat*1 S o m e  id I he i espei  table r evident  s of  t h e l o i a l i t y  
were  approai  hed the next  d a \ . and l e i jues trd \ \  wa s  one  ol them wh o  
happem*d to h \ e  i Ihm1 h\  » to ^o 1u the “pot in see what  ot t u n e d  there  
the nitfht prev ious  and to ma k e  lo<al i mj mt i e s  Lo< a! m<| Uines  a«< ord­
i na l '  w e i e  made  h\  those  g e n t l e m e n ,  who  \ i>>11ck<l the var ious  pl a t es ,  
whi c h w e i e  a l l e yed  to have  heen looted ami  raided h\  the pol i te ,  and  
af t er  s ome  p i e l i m m a M  im; i m;  ti te\  v«*re sat isf ied t i om the }>tnun fn<tr  
e v i d e n c e  that was  ava i l ab l e  that « mi s t de i ah l e  i l . j t t i a ^ V w  done  and the  
a l l e g a t i o n s  ot loot and raid were not base l ess ,  A< rofTHtijffs the jrentle-  
meii  w h o  were  present  at the i nq i i t n  on the 2 7 th e v e n i n g  d j ove  to the  
C om m i s s i o n e r  of V o l n e .  w ho  was  not p i e s en t  m his  q u a r t e i s  ami  could  
not he found.  T h e \  , t h e n d o r e .  d i o \ e  to the H o n ’ble Sir He nr \  W h e e l e r  
at the  B en g a l  Club anti hatl an tntetview wi th him He  said he  woul d  
ask foi a report and whe n the e« is! lenten ’ e o i i e s t ed 1h . i t  a puhl ie  i nqui r y  
s houhl  hffciield into the mat te i  he repl ied that he woul d  fi!-.< of  all  a*4c f«»r 
u repot t f i o m the ( ’o m m i s s m n e i  id Poln e on the subjec t .  Ahout  that  
t i me  the Pe opl e ' s  l ‘i o t e i t i o n  C o mm i t t e e  t a m e  i nto  e x i s t en c e .  under  
c i r cu ms t an c es  al ready relate<l b \  the prex ion-. speaker ,  and the g e n t l e ­
men wh o j l o o k  pai t  in the  l u q u i n  w e i e  i nvi ted t«» place  before  the  ( ’o m ­
mi t t e e  wh a te v e r  m a t e i i a U  thev  had « ollet ted.  and thi s  wa s  clone.  1 ma y  
al so  that  sume res pons i b l e  me mb er s  o f  the M uh a m m a d a n  c o m m u n i ­
ty,  a m o n c  wh o m was  Mi.  Sh a h e ed  S t i h r a w a t d \ . a Uo  mad e  s ome  inqui ry  
af t er  w e  had left  and took e i t a in  notes .  Al l  th e s e  farts  were  plaeed
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l* fo re  the  com m ittee— the cons t  J u t  ion of wh ic h  h a s  already l>een d e s ­
cr ib e d — who considered that it would l>e bes t  to a p p n m c h  II 
Excellency t h e .  G o v e i m u  01* t h e  s u b j e c t ,  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t  1\ an 
a p p l i c a t i o n  va- i  m a d e  lor t i e  put  pose  of w a i t i n g  u p o n  h i m  ori 
a d e p u t a t i o n  t o  e x p l a i n  w ha t  t i a u s p n e d  at  M e c h u a b a x a r  a n d  to  
a$k f o r  a  p u b l i c  i n q u i r y .  K \ c i i t u a ( l \  t h a t  m o v e  *>t t h e  » o m m i t l e e  e n d e d  
in n o t h i n g ,  a* e v i d e n t l >  t h e  p ro p o s a l  wa s  not  a c c e p t a b l e  to t h e  G o v e r n ­
m ent. 1 need not  e n t e r  i n t o  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  on t h a t  po in t  he r e  T h e n  the 
c o m m i t t e e  h a d  no o p t i o n  bu t  to a p p o i n t  a u t h o n t a t i v e l v  on  h e i r  o w n  be- 

i ha l f  « e r t a m  g e n t l e m e n  to t a k e  d o w n  c \ i d e m  e in d u e  u i i u m '  Ik n o t t i v i n g  
t he  p u b l i c  t o  c om e  a n d  dej>ose as  to w ha t  t h e \  knew of t he  w l u l e  a f t u u .  
T h e  g e n t  l en t en  a p p o i n t e d  for t he  p u r p o s e  a c t o i d m g h  a s s e m b l e d  at  
\!e< huabaJMt  S t r e e t  fli a /m/v/o/  toi a « o u p l e  of d a \ s  a nd  t ook  a nd  no t ed  
d o w n  al l  t h a t  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  d e p o s e d  I ha t  e v i d e n c e  is now in t h e  p o s s ­
e s s i on  of t h e  ( o m m i t t e e  a n d  wi l l  be a \ a i l a b l e  if t h e  t i o v e i n m e n t  wo u l d  
k m d l \  t a k e  tin* m a t t o i  up  a n d  a p p o i n t  a c o m m i t t e e  as  s u g g e s t e d

It apj iears  from the e \  idem e that has  been placed before the c o m ­
mi t t ee  that in the smal l  hou 1 s ((} the morn i n g  of the Ijtit h 1 )e< em b e i , I hei e 
was  a regul a i  la id b e g i n n i n g  i l o m the most jut* at Meehuaba/ .ar Street  
almost  opp os i t e  the Man i h  S<ji \ tje d own to ( ’entral  Av e n u e  and from 
Central  A v e n u e  further we s t wa r d  in the  direct ion of ( ’hi tpui  Hoad and  
th^t no l ess  than !!♦ (4ml  it is s tated m a i n  m o i e )  shops  were  raided and  
l ooted and the i nmat e s  i nt i mi dat ed  and hni ta l lv  a s saul t e d  I ndeed s ome  
of t h em s h o wed  the u i p i n e s  t h e \  rece ived,  s ome id them niin(< 
with their hands  111 "l ings,  some  wen* l i m p i n g ,  and s ome were  
m a hal f  l i m p i n g  condi t i on  < per bl ips  the \  we i e  l i m p i n g  before! .  
All  thi s  s h o ws  that there  is a />tnim f in  n  case foi an i mj ui r s ,  It H 
u n f o r t una t e  that the* inqui iv th.it w.ts held was  riot a Go v e r n me n t  inquiry  
becaus e  m that case  the pol i ce  ofhier** woul d  have  been present ,  then* 
woul d  have  been c ro s s - e x a mi n a t i o n  ami  the pol i ce  woul d  have  been able  
to present  the i r  aide of the c ase  before the c o m m i t t e e  f { owe vc t ,  the  
c o m m i t t e e  had j*r> opt ion but to t ake  whatever  e v i d e n c e  was  ava i l ab l e ,  
and the  e v i de nc e  thev c o l l ect ed  u n mi s t akabl v  show’s that s o me t h i n g  
ver\  s er ious  occurred in that pa it ot the t own,  and it d e s p i t e *  a s i f t ­
ing  inquiry  by G o v e r n m e n t .  S o m e  t i me  a f t erwards ,  perhaps  after the  
not i ce  of th e s e  res o l ut i ons  was  sent up Go v e r nm e nt  i s sued a be lated  
comtuurmt fH*,  s ta t i n g  that an inqui iv  was  held whether  that wa s  the  
in<miry promi s ed  b\  the  H o n ’ble Sir Henrv W h e e le r  I do n o t j k n o w - hv  
Mr* Bird,  the  Deput v  ( ’o m m i s s j o n e r , and the r o m m  u nn/uS'  is n o t h i n g  
but  a res ume  of  the report s ubmi t t e d  b\  that  officer.  I w i l l  deal  wi th  
that report later on.

In th e  first p lace .  1 des ire  to draw a t t e n t io n  to  th e  f a r t  t l i a t  som e  
m e m b er s  o f  th e  com m tin i iv  w ith  th e utm ost conf id en ce  app roached  a 
M em b e r  o f  th e  G o v e r n m e n t  to  ask  for a public inq uiry  into  th e  a l l e ­
ga t io n *  m ad e  a g a in s t  the  poli ce .  S o m e  t im e  e lapsed ,  and it in now  
p u b l is h ed  to  th e  w or ld  th a t  tho*e w h o  wore the  accu se d ,  w h e th e r  r ig h t ly
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or wrongly I do not k n o w ,  w ere  m ad e  the  ju d ges .  They submitted a 
report to G o v e r n m e n t ,  w h ich  is now p u b l is h ed  by them as apparently 
their  ow n d e l ib era te  v erd ic t .  It is o f ten  dec lared  frhm the highest 
qu arters  that th e  i e p i e s » * n t a t ives  o f  th e  people  and the Government 
nhould act in c o l lab ora t ion .  I ask th e  M em bers  of th e  Government 
whether th is  sort o f  co l lab ora t ion  would  en su r e  th e  conf id en ce  of the 
public ,  which  is the des ire  of every  right-thinking m an  o f  th e  com­
munity?

Then I com e  to the G o \  e m in e n t  nnn munn(u*\  w h ic h  in a manner 
ad m its  the la id .  It is .said that one  tea -shop ,  tw o  c lo th - s h o p s  and one 
rico-shop were raided, 'whereas the e \ i d e m  e ( I  have  g o t  c<£pies o f  the 
evident e in my h an d s)  s h o w s  that no less  than If) ahops  were raided or 
looted.  I do not wish  to w eary  the H o u s e  w ith  the  n a m e s  and addresses 
of  the  o w n ers  and the descr ip t ion  of th e shops ,  but the e v id e n c e  in my 
hands  s h o w s  that lf> s h o p s  w e i e  raided arid c o n s id era b le  damage waf* 
done to their  proper! \

One o ther  t h in g  that T wish to touch upon is the d ep lorab le  and most  
brutal  m u rd er  of a co n s ta b le .  1 dn not want to  dis< u ss  that poin t  now  
but la ter  on I sha l l  s a \  s o m e t h in g  r eg a r d in g  it.  W h a t  1 w ant  to say  is 
th is  that e \ e n  a s s u m in g  that the murder w a s  ( o m m it t e d  by som e h o o l i ­
ga n s ,  is that a n \  reason w h \  (he w h o le  b w ai i ty  should  be turned top sy -  
tt irv \  and th e people  shou ld  be a s sa u l te d  in d iscr i fu in a te ly  ? W e  ar e 'a l l  
loyal s u b jec ts  of  His  Imperia l  M ajesty  the  K i n g - E m p e r o r ; th ere  are  
good  men a s  well  a s  bad m en .  but -hmild the good men suffer  e<juallv 
with  tin* bad men and tin* po l ice  be j^rven a free hand to  r o u g h ly  h an d le  
th e m ?  Is th is  the w a \  to win  the l o \ a l t y  and a l l e g ia n c e  of the t e e m in g  
m il l io n s  of the  people  of I ndia ? 1 appeal to the  co n s c ie m  e o f  the  Hi it ish
nat ion  th ro u g h  the  ( b > \e m in e n t  h e ie .  and I hope m y w ords  here  wil l  
roach th e  ears  of  the Secre ta r y  o f  S t a te ,  the  P r im e  M in is te r  and His  
M ajesty  tin* K in g .  I am not a n o n -c o -o p e r a to r ; I b e l iev e  in th e  ju s t i c e  
and beneficence o f  th e I lrit ish G o v ern m en t  ; so I a sk  are  th e  good  men 
to  Miffer e q u a l ly  w ith  th e bad men ? H o w e v er ,  th ere  ia am p le  ground for  
a public inq u iry .

N o w  I com e to th e murder o f  the  con s tab le .  T h e  w h o le  t h i n g  see im  
to be shrouded in n n s t e n .  A so l i tary  c o n s ta b le ,  on© of  m y  c o u n t r y ­
m en, has  been m u rd ered.  I f  he has  been murdered by h o o l ig a n s ,  w h y  
is th e  G o v e r n m e n t  s i t t in g  id l y ?  W h y  is th er e  no ju d ic ia l  inq u iry  in th e  
m a t t e r ?  do not say that the  p o l ice  are to  be p u n is h ed ,  i f  a n v  Hooli­
g a n  or bad ch a ra cter  has  done  the deed ,  but w h y  is it that no e fforts  are  
m ad e  to p u nish  th e  o f fen d er?  G o v ern m e n t  s ee m s  to  be s i len t .  G o v e r n ­
m ent has  i.ssuod a to m m u n u iu t \  but there  is no ind ica t ion  that e fforts  are  
b e in g  mnfte to  trace the  culprit  ; on the con tr ary  th ere  is a d if feren ce  in 
th e  report (if th e  tw o  pol ice  off icers,  one  says  th e  dea th  w a s  du e  to  g u n  
s h o t  and  th e  oth er  th a t  it  waj* due  to  lathi  blown or h a m m e r in g  b v  lathis, 
and  I do n o t  k n o w  w hat  a c tu a l ly  w a s  th e  case .  W*hat I  w an t  to  *av is 
that i t  is ra th e r  s t r a n g e  that th er e  shou ld  be  tw o  v e r s i o n s ; so  I  th in k  *
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p u blic  inq u iry  w i l l  reassu re  the pu blic  m in d  and rem ove m u ch  of  the  
m is a p p re h e n s io n  th at  at present e x i s t s  1 know from personal  e x p e r i ­
e n ce  th a t  in  th e  n or th er n  part o f  the  to w n ,  th e  Ind ian  c o n s ta b le s  w ere  
so m e w h a t  le s s  w arm  th an  th e  European s e r g e a n ts  in the e x e c u t io n  o f  
th eir  d u t i e s ;  they  w e re  not so a g g r e s s iv e  oi overxealou* as  the European  
police  s e r g e a n t s  and it is said 1 hope it is based on fa lse leport - that  
th a t  jMiramiUa m i g h t  have  been un p op u la i  w ith  the jadice s e ig e u u ts  und,  
th ere fore ,  lost  h is  l i f e  in that w ay .  1 do not g iv e  c ie d e n c e  to that report ,  
but it is no use  b l i n k in g  the fact.  It is no use  s h u t t in g  our m outh

* here w h en  ten s  and bundled,* of th ousan ds  of people  in the north ern part 
of  th e  tow n^speak of it. So I sa \  u publu  in q u i iy  would  dispel  that  
wrong* im p res s io n .  Hut G overn m en t  d o e s  not feel inc l ined  to  accept the  
s u g g e s t i o n .  b y does  the G overn m en t  fear?  G over u m en t  w il l not 
lose a n y t h i n g  t h e i c b v ;  on th e ( o i i t i a i y  a public  i n q u i n  w il l  s tr en g th e n  
the h an d s  of th e  ( i o \ e m i n e n t  and the public  will  be  a s s in ed  w h en  th ey  
learn the ac tu a l  f a c t s ,  and the l l o n ’ble Su  l l e n i v  W h e e le r  from hit* seat  
in th e  Council  w il l be able  to speak wil li  i cdoub led  l o n e  that Govern*  
merit h ave  been  m a l ig n e d  and h i m e p i c s e n t e d  ; the public  w il l th us  be  
assured  and the  forces a g a in s t  G overnm ent  w e a k e n e d ,  1 regret that  the  
G overn m en t  th o u g h t  it tit to b iu sh  as ide  our request and issued a 
rom in unitjut \\ Inch is s im p ly  a ic p r o d u c t io n  of the report of Mr. Hird,  
tl*» D e p u ty  C om m issujn ei  of I’oln c. T hen as rewards the d esecrat ion  
of the m osque.  Y ou  wil l  find f io m  tin* rcpoit  that not m u ch  is sa id  alwrnt 
th e  d e secr a t ion  of th e m osq u e  m the G overnm ent  torn luutiujuA, I m ean .  
T he  c<}iinnunu{uc seem s to be rather silent on tin* poin t .  Thin is a very  
grave  m a t te r :  the m osque  w as  a l le g e d  by w i tn es s e s ,  bv the  people  •
th ey  seem  to be very iespe« table  people  and bv the Im am  to have  been  
desecrated  T here  were  more  or le>s S‘J people  e x a m in e d ,  their nam es  are  
all here m th e list vvhuh 1 hold I do not know w h e th e r  th ey  all c o n ­
spired together  to l ie  from b e g in n in g  to e n d ;  the I m a m  and other  jKM>pl<- 
co n n e c ted  w ith  m osq u e  a ie  well k n ow n ,  e h le i ly  p eop le .  T h e y  vall said  
their  m osque  was  raided,  b o x e s  were bioken open,  m on ey  was taken  
aw a y ,  th e  Koran  wa« Hung aw a y ,  and th e poln e entered  th e  m osque  w ith  
s h oe s  o n ;  th e  chand el ier  hancm^r in the » e n t ie  o f  th e  m osq u e  w as  
broken.  Habu Su rendra  N ath  M all ik .  Dr.  Su h r a w a rd y  and o ther  g e n t l e ­
men w ere  th ere ,  and thev a U o  saw the broken p ieces  ly in g  ar o u n d ;  it is 
the n e #  br ick-b u ilt  b u i ld in g  s ta n d in g  in that loc a l i ty .  All  th«* people  
s ta ted  that th ese  th in g s  w ere  done b v  th e  police- T h is  is a **ry ser iou s  
m atter ,  and 1 m ay  say  that the  M u h am m ad an  c o m m u n i ty  lire more  
enraged^than th e H in du  c o m m u n ity ,  a l th o u g h  th e  H in d u s  s y m p a th is e  
w ith  th em ,  and  I k n ow  very great  fe e l in g  has  been roused a m o n g  the  
M u h a m m a d a n s  on th is  accou n t .  Not a s in g le  word about proper inquiry  
has been said  abou t  th is  in th e co tn m vn u fu f ; it is s im p ly  passed over. 
Fo^tke rep uta t ion  and fair nam e of  th e  pol ice  and th e  p r e s t ig e  of the  
Government. T th ink  a public  im jo irv  on^ht to  be held Government 
o u g h t  to know that th e  peop le  are not satisfied with thin c<jinviuw</ur which
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g iv e s  one the im pression that n o t h in g  serious happened and that every­
thing went on as merrily  as a m arr iage  bell.  The people cannot accept  
thi/H com taunt p u t  as  gospe l  truth.  A fter  all hu m an nature  is  h u m a n  
nature,  and if th e police  were provoked poss ib ly  o w in g  to the  m u rd er  oi 
th is  unfortunate  constable ,  they  must have entered  th e  m osq u e  for  
sheer revenge.  Therefore ,  1 th ink  that th is  is a m atter  w h ich  dem an ds  
an inquiry. So much stress ha* been laid upon th is  m atter  by a section  
of  the com m u n ity ,  that it is the bounden duty  of the G overn m en t  to  
inquire into it ( iove i  n m e n t . I know - it is not only  in Sir  H en ry®  
Whe e l e r ' s  time,  a l t hough it may not be so o ften in his  t im e,  but before  
him is vei \ l a i c fu l  to s*>e that t lie rel i gious  f ee l i ngs  of thte people  are  
not wounded at a l l ,  th»*\ are vei  \ <areful  in th is  respect .  I am sure  
Sir i l c m v  Wheeler  will a g i e e  with m e  that the l e l i g i ous  f ee l i ngs  of the  
Muhammad;tns  h a \ e  been d e e p k  wounded

I need not take up the t ime of the Coum il h\  g o i n g  into further  
detai l s ;  the fact s  are well  known,  but 1 can go  on g i v i n g  further  
instance* and namcH of the people  who were e \ e -w it nesses  of  all that 
occurred ; I have  it all in these papers  w h n h  I hold in m \  hand,  but I 
s incerelv hope that at least one of the resolut ions  will  be ac< epted and an 
i n q u i n  wil l  be held 1 do not sa\  that all *hese a l l egat ions  are w ho l e ­
sale title but what I s,i\ is this assoc iated as 1 aiiH with the G o \e r h -  
ment ,  co-operat ing as I <io witl i  the Government  I am s incere ly anx i ous  
for the lair name of 1 he ( rovernmen t . for the s tnbi htv  of  the Bri t i sh  
Government  I sa\  it is necessarv that a publ ic inquiry should  
be held and that the mi s g i v i n g s  of the publn should be set at jest

Babu INDU BH U 8H AN  D UTTA: I m o v e  ' t h a t  t h i s  ( ’o u n c i l  

r e c o m m e n d s  t o  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  a  ( ’o m m i t t e e  < o r i s | s t j n g  o f  s <»ve n  

m e m b e r s ,  fi \ * o f  w h o m  s h a l l  1m m m - o f h c  i . t l  m e m b e i s  o f  t h i s  C o u n c i l  

( e l e c t e d  ? H t h e  n o n - o f h <  i a  1 m e m b e r s  o f  t h i s  ( \ m m i l  b \  m e a n s  o f  t h e  

s i n g l e  t r u n  s t e i  a b l e  v o t e ' ,  b e  a p p o i n t e d  t o  i m j u i r e  i r^t *» a n d  r e p o r t  a b o u t  

t h e  h a p p e n i n g *  i n  M e t  h u a b a / a ?  o n  t h e  ' J f i t h  D e c e m b e r  1 9 ‘J 1 . ‘ '

The  Mechuaba/ar  affair is one of thos<» dark episodes,  which c o n ­
vulsed  the whole  people of this province and spec la l h  of ( a i c u t t a  du rin g  
th e last ( ‘hris tmns week,  and it is a sad pitv that no clear l ight *has y e t  
been throvAn on this  mat ter  It is not as if the m atter  has  not W en  
p ersis tent ly  brought to the not ice  of the author it ie s .  Hoth pr ivate ly  
and in the public  press,  the necess i ty  of  a r esponsib le  inquiry  has  been  
urged on the G o vernm ent ,  but wi th that contempt for public  o p in io n ,  
w hich has  u n fo r tu n a te ly  < haractorised some of  the recent ac t ions  of the  
G o vernm ent ,  the m atter  has not been eluc idated .  A belated rommuniqut  
ha*, indeed,  been issued but instead of  th row in g  full l igh t on the Affair, 
it onlv  makes  the darkness  more v is ib le .  A pol ice  constab le  w a s  
brutullv  done to  death ,  some shops h ave  been broken open bv th e  
po l ice ,  a m o s q u e  has been reported to  have been desecrated  by th e poli ce ,
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and y e t  the  G o v e r n m e n t  h a v e  m»i» t h o ug ht  the mat t e r  ser ious  e no u g h  
to de s er ve  t he  h o n o u r  o f  even  a ma g i s t e r i a l  inquiry.  An inquiry has  
indeed been mad e ,  but  by whom!" Not  by an ludejK'udeui  c ommi t t e e ,  not  
e ven by n M a g i s t r a t e ,  but by a Deputy  t (Hi i i nhs i u i i n  of l \ d i c e  - a 
l e pr esent a t  ive  of the \ e i y  p o l u e  ag a i ns t  who m the a l l e ga t i o n s  have  been  
made.  A n d  ou the  repo it ot thi s  p o l u e  o th i e i .  Go v e r nme nt  ha* i ssued  
a com rnuni t jHi .  I must  ( u n l e s s .  ! do not know whet he i  to l augh 01 cty

• at t in* procedur e  ot the  G o v e r n me nt  \ \  hen the qu es t i on  of the sepatu-  
t ion of the  j u d u  ial and e x e i u t n e  is be i ng  s e i i ous l y  dis< ussed b\  a 
Go v er nm e nt a l  C o m m i t t e e .  <an t h i '  suit  ot i nqiuiy  ui s p i i c  (h i \ confident e 
m the  n m i d s ^ d  the  p e op l e ?

W h a t  l ire t h e  m a m  f e a t u r e s  oi t i n ’ who l e  a O a u v t he n*  a r e  t h i e e  
i m p o r t a n t  p u b l i s h e d  r e p o r t s  h e fo t e  u s ;  one  is a r ep o r t  p u b l i s h e d  m t h e  
Kit;/! ish nnifi of  t h e  *J71 h l)et e m b e r .  a r epo r t  e v i de n t l y  b a s e d  on m i o i m u -  
t ion s u p p l i e d  by t h e  p o l u e ,  be< . m v  it t l e a i l v  a s s e r t s  how t h e  A s s i s t a n t  
I n i imi i sMni i e i ,  B a b u  B h u p e i u h a  N a t h  Baue r  )). a n n e i l  then* a n d  wha t  
t he  p o l u e  d i d ;  t he n  t h e r e  is a r epo r t  M^ n e d  by B a b u  Shy urn S u n i l a i  
C h a k r a v a i t y .  e d i t o r  ot  t h e  S m i m ! ,  p u b l i s h e d  m  t h a t  p a p e r  oi t h e  ‘̂ Ht h 
l)e< e mb e i  , a n d  t h i n l l v .  t h i s  ( n \ el n me n  I < n m u< u n i</ tu Kven a < a s u a l  
st u d \  o |  t lie*'e I In ee doi u i n e n N  wil l  < on \ i in e an  \ b od \  t h a i  t hei  e b  some-  
t h i n g  w r o n g  s o m e w h e r e  'I he first affai r  is t ha t  a p d u  ci i ian h a s  h een  
dofte to  d e a t h  In 5 lit* I '  n <jl i ' h mu n * r e p o r t ,  we  find it sa id t ha t  t he  
“  l*olu e sitspe< t m g  t h e t i a g e d v  wa* l o m m i t t e d b v  g u n s h o t s ,  r o u n d e d t h e  
lot al l  ty a n d  m a d e  a t h o r o u g h  s c a n  i i . ’ ‘ I lie r e is t h e n  a gr ea t i leal o f  t a l k  
a b o u t  how t h e  poor < o n s t a b l e  ha d  o r d e r e d  ’ he d i s pe r sa l  of a h a n d  id 
iin* wh o  h a d  been out  to t » r i oi i s.- t h e  peop le ,  a n d  how it is sii spci  t ed t hat  
t h e  ;/oont(t i \  a s s a u l t e d  h i m a nd  o»d h i m to d e a t h  ( oi i^idei  i ng t ha t  t h e  
oiiu la 1 < n ni in u n i if ti t s i a s  t ha t  t he  h i s t  i n t i m a t i o n  of t he  d e a t h  of t h e  
< u n s t a b l e  w,i> t h e  f i nd i ng  ot  tin- d e ad  h o d \  i t s<l t .  I s u p p o se  it may not 
be w r o n g  to  *i|spe< t t h a t  al l  ti - f a lk  a b ou t  t /wm/hi  a t t a i k  m u s t  ha ve
• ome from the fertile brain ot -ome person, or, else. aie vv e t# believe
that in this land ot wonders, dead men t< 11 tales to tin* reporters of such 
new spa pel s ? I he Government • >> m n> tin /'/ m sa\s that the pool
i onstuble’s skull was traitured 11» several pla« es,  five oi six ribs were 
broken and that there wa- < ompound fnu tuie in the right leg. With 
all these teinble ami tell-tale Mf,ih of assault, w e find that the ,l fii*»t 
impression of the polue was thai the lonstalde had been shot *’ 1 am
not a medu ni man. but surelv, even an ordinary man < an differentiate 
between gun shot ami lolhi beating! On thr« strange mispn ion of gun 
shot, the* police broke open several shops .\s regards the breaking 
open of the shops, the repoit of Babu Shvam Sundar f ’hakiavartv, who 
visited the plaee soon after the offurreme. j*» definite He iswi respon­
sible person, ami has made the statement over his own signature, i will 
not irotible the Couth i! with a long quotation fnun hrs statement* whirb 
ind«“4  discloses a pitenu* tab* * 1 will iust quote one pnssage -

A sw fH nm t I»arhmi Naravioi Wv n*m<‘ t<«M n p»*' uj* tub  «« to h-»ir
his fthop v u  enU?ml, ht» bo* broken open *r»*f ornament* »nd <**h valued at over *



thousand rupees taken away by the police. I asked him repeatedly if it was the 
police or the goondat, who had done this. He himself, his wife and daughter all 
emphatically told me several times, that if they could beliere their own eyes, it was 
done by two sergeants and paratoallas.

Then again, regarding the mosque affair, Shyam Sundar Babu says—
The lock of the teacher’* box was then forced, and rich clothes and caah to the 

tune of Ks 800 wen* taken The sergeants then made their entry with shoes on into 
the prayer hall

The rent (if the description in nauseating  and 1 will not d istu rb  th e  ’ 
placidity of this Council In quoting them. Shyam Sundar Babu goes o n , 
to May—

The teachcr’n indignation row* to a white boat when I told him vf the story of 
the Anglo-1 ndtan Pres* that the |»ohre came to then? places on the suspicion that arms 
were barreled there, and that tin* IfK>tni(' and asKuulting was subsequently done by 
the gunmln* . he forthwith shouted tit me, “ Take me even to the highest authority
and I rthall 1 11 him to lit* hue who did it and how ”

T hese  n ic  definite  a l leg a t io n s  and \ e l ,  the ( iover n m en t  com muim jur , 
bused on the report of a Deputy  C o m m iss io n e r  of P o l ice ,  nays—

No information in connection with the affair has been laid by any private persons, 
though when general allegations of |>ohce misconduct were published, inquiry wart 
made to wh', if any complaint* were forthcoming

1 confess, I do not know what to say a fte r thin! I do not know how 
writes these t'omniunif/urs, but is it possible that he thinks th a t the 
public are the most gullible idiots mi the face of the earth  and would 
swallow an y th in g ?

T hen,  then* is the story o f  the fire and the Fin* B r ig a d e .  The  
EnflUthman'*  report first s n y s

It is strongly suspected that a l>u$frr shop wa* set on tire b> the and
the Fire Brigade staff was stoned while passing
T h is  sounds  very ntv»\ but I suppose  that after  w r i t in g  th is ,  the  reporter  
felt that in these  days ,  e \ e n  the ijtwmhis m igh t  sue  him  for d etu m ation ,  
n o  a few s e n te n c e s  a fte i  wards he s a y s  -

The fire broke out n t 5 a m and in reported to hare been caused by the upaetting 
of a naked oil lamp over a bundle of hemp.
This is a strange consistency indeed in a journal which talks so glibly 
of the responsibility of the Press. 1 should never have gt>ne into such 
detail, but, Sir, the report makes so many assertions about w hat the 
police did and what the police did not do, that the people suspect th a t th is 
report muSt have been based on police report. I sincerely tru st th a t no 
police officer had uny hand in supplying such inform ation to the Press.

Then, Sir. tis regards the stoning of the F ire Brigade, I do ftot know 
what to say. The usefulness of the Fire Brigade is recognised even by 
the yaonMs, because an unquem hed fire not only destroys the house 
that has been set on fire, but is a source of g reat danger to the  whole 
neighbourhood, even to the houses of the goondas them selves. H  the 
benefiriont firemen huvr b w i stoned, the m atter must be thoroughly 
tjftcd.

H  INCIDENTS AT tfECHUABAZAB. • [21s t  Feb.
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Then, there have been serious a llegations about the looting  of shops. 
Hie good name of th e  police dem ands th a t a sifting  inquiry  be made and 
the tru th  elucidated . How is it that go<m<la$ could loot (he shop a fte r 
the police had  le f t?  Did not the police relink  the shops a fte r their 
search or did they  not keep sufficient guard  to protect the open sh ops? 
Even these m atte rs  requ ire  explanation .

To come now to the  m osque affair Kven in th is very Council,
. serious a llegations have been made by a responsible m ember like 

Habu Surendra  N ath  M allik, who held a personal inquiry into the 
m atter. I f  I  am not m uch m istaken Habu Surem lru Nath Mallik Nan! 
that he himgelf had seen boot m arks on the quilt of the teacher of th e  
mosque. These a r f  serious allegations openly made in this Council 
And how does the Governm ent com»ittnufnt meet it Y I t  only m entions 
that the a llegation  has l»een made that the police wantonly enteied  and 
desecrated a mosque. T h a t is a l l ! N othing e ls e ! Then* is not a word 
as to w hether an inquiry  has  been made about the-afTair or w hether the 
allegation is true  or not. This is the strangest part of the oommuntqui 
which has been based on the repo;t of Mr. Hitd, the Deputy Couuuisisoner.
I have heard th a t a cynic once said that language « » n discovered to
< onceal the th o u g h ts  of men. I" it possible th a t this cynic had any 
official commitniquh of th is sort to read, before he u ttered  thi* 
m<*hiorable ep ig ram ?  #

1 seriously ask this Council, have the (Government fully done then 
duty in th is m a tte r?  1 have often been abused for c riticising  the police 
and its m ethods, but even, I, Sir, yield to none in my belief that the lift* 
of a policeman, even if he be an ordinary constable is as precious, as 
valuable, as that of the highest m the land. Nay, it is the first duty 
of the G overnm ent to see that the life of the police is properly piotected . 
It is absolutely necessary th at a thorough and siftin g  inquiry should 1m* 
made as to how the poor helpless constable was done to death . Is the 
life of a policem an so cheap that the Governm ent can afford to wink at 
the affair P *Is it not curious that Governm ent can rem ain so ind iffe ren t, 
when the  life of its own pet child i* < on* erned ?

Both for the police and the public, an inquiry is essentially  necessary 
The inquiry  made by the Deputy Commissioner has not jttoduced 
satisfacto ry  resu lt, nay, it has made some of the issues more confusing 
still. The prestige  of the Governm ent and the satisfaction  of ^he public 
dem and th a t a fresh inquiry  must be made. T ru th  and real tru th  ran 
hu rt nobody.

•  *

AHagMf h ig M teiK led n m  am i assau lt t y  Poftoa on c it i r tm .

M m i K I8 H 0 R I MOHAN C H A U O M U R II I beg to move “ that 
th is  Council recommends to the G overnm ent th a t a com m ittee consisting 
of seven m em bers, of whom five are to In* elected by the non-official 
m em bers of thia Council from am ongst them selves by means o f the
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dingle transferable vote, be appointed to  inqu ire  in to  th e  alleged cases 
of assault and other acts of h igh-handedness com m itted on th e  prisoners 
and o ther citizens by the police and the m ilita ry  in C a lcu tta  a f te r  the 
17th November, 1921. ”

1 do not th in k  1 should inflict a speech on the Council in connection 
w ith th is affair. To my m ind, it is a necessary sequel to the  pro­
posal adopted the other day as to the w ithdraw al of m easures taken  under 
notifications, and the release of prisoners. The w ording of the resolu- . 
lions will bo a sufficient condem nation of the procedure adopted by the  
men deputed to  m aintain law and order. T his fesolution w as adopted, 
so fur as I rem em ber, bv over 5*1 against arid if the tem peram ent and
mind of the Council in hh it was on th a t day, then  th is resolution should 
be adopted. *

i  am aware th at in some quarte rs, the sanity  of the m em bers is 
doubted. Y esterday, my friend Sir TTenrv W heeler, in his reply to 
a question put) by rnv friend Rai Radha Charan Pal B ahadur said th a t 
the law -abiding j>eople are not much afraid  of the actions of the p o lice ; 
i t  is sim ply an exaggeration  mo far as I rem em ber—I do not rem em ber 
the  exact words— it ig an exaggeration  of the extrem ist camp. I 
believe, Sir, th at these 5'i members are not of th is cam p; they have 
expressed th e ir vie^* of the m atter in clear language, and they condemn 
the proceedings w ithout mi\ hesitation I am aware, Sir, that in cer­
tain  quarte rs, our action was being described a* Neroism on our part.
I f  I rem em W r a rig h t, mv friend Sir TTenrv W heeler made* a comm ent 
on the sj>eedb T delivered recentlv Tt was very am using  on mv jwirt 
no doubt, T th ink  my friend is preparing  to take to lite ra tu re  on 
re tirem ent as my friend Sir  N ic h o la s  Beatson Bell ha* done lie  may 
also join a m issionary institu tion . I f  mv friend jo ins such an in stitu ­
tion, his aervlcea will !h» very valuable*; with his up-to-date knowledge 
of politic# in In d ia  he will 1k» aide to discharge his duties to the  g reat 
sa tisfaction  e l  the lite ra ry  public

1 cannot understand why our action should be taken in*that ligh t. 
W e, the member*, really are aware of the ex isting  facts, and we under­
stand the real significance of the th ing  In fa rt, a tribunal was created 
with juftieiaT and executive function* combined in them , they could 
casilv detect any th ing , make arrests, try  and inflict punishm ents, and 

t the  Governm ent communism' is at hand to support th eir action. It is a 
very cheap wav of doing th ings, no 4 o u b t; 4t would e |f i l  1m* fascina ting  
to my friend Sir Abd-ur-Ttahim because it must have relieved him of a 
great extent of labour and supervision, in the adm in istration1' of the 
judicial branch, and evefc„4t V o n lj  a tigur well for poor Bengal in it«* 
financial difficulties. The fact rem ain s  that the action is condemned by 
the people not only in the ex trem ist camp, but also in thi* Council, who 
are  really <w>-c*perntors with Governm ent.

T th in k  an inquiry is necessary for Governm ent to m ake. Tt has 
been represented that there are certain  people who, hav ing  ideas of



anaroby and a desire for c rea tin g  ohaoe, are trying to develop terror in 
the land. I f  it is 00 proper notice ought to be taken and meaeurae 
taken to aupprea* it, but if the o ther aide of the allegation is true that 
the peddle on the  whole ure jieaoeful and law -abiding, and the police 
were causing  terrorism  and oppression upon the jKX>r and innocent peopk* 
they uhould al»o be properly dealt with' *0 that the name of Rritiah 
j untie* may not be im paired.

Governm ent has got a very splendid opj>ortunity here to accept our 
suggestion and to form a com m ittee which can command the confidence

* oT the people at large  and to  have the m atter thoroughly inquired into. 
If  on in q u iy  it if* found th a t the permms engaged in m ain ta in ing  4 w  
and order did not do anything ' beyond their d u t \ ,  w#ll and gixn l; but 
if it is found out th a t it is not h o , then the  public will be justified in 
the ir demand for tak in g  necessary action.

W i t h  th es e  few words.  I co m m en d  m \  reso lut ion  t o  th e a c ce p t a n c e  
of th e  H o u s e .

V
Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: 1 move, by wjjy of am end­

m ent, that in motion No 41, a fte r the word “ police M th e  word*,
" ( ’n i l  G u a rd s  " l>e inserted

T h e  G o v ern m en t  has  got to c a i r \  on it.** repre**ive po l icy  by )HSpple 
w^o,  in their  zeal or ^momentary e x c i t e m e n t ,  alwayft fa il  to  rem em b er  
the fine l in e  that dec ide* tiie just  from the u n ju s t .  T h e s e  in s tr u m e n t* ,  
of rep ress ion  forget  their  l im i t ,  and do not h e s i ta te  to  carry th e ir  
horror* and destrm  tions  to e x tr e m e s  T h e  p o l icy  o f  t h e * G o v e r n m e n t  
m igh t  lie d e fe n s ib le  H igh  off icia ls  m ig h t  w ith  pious e*p re*s ion s  on  
th eir  l ip s  dec lare  their  great u n w i l l in g n e s s  to  carry on th i s  dras t ic  po l icy ,
1 hex ma\ e \en  say th at the\ them selves are the virtiotfi of th e  stem  
law of necessit\, being  comjxdled h\ force of circum stances and the 
perversity of the f>eople to adopt, most lothly, stern mpawires for safe­
guard ing  life and proj>ert>, for preserving law and order. .A l t  do Uiejs 
forjrt»t a t  th p  hhiiip t i m e  th«* iin- ff iin‘m v  o f  tln- i r  iiiNtrum<>liM ?  Do th e y  
torf fo t t h r  r tvc r-w alm iH  imtiir*1 o f  t h r i r  w r v u n t * ,  m ri 'l i 'w i  o f  tin- s u f fe r -  
in#" of the people? Have they forgotten the old ftayifkg, that if you 
ask a chaukidar to fetoh a m an, he will fetch him  gagged, Ixiund, 
handcuffed and fe ttered? The Governm ent is pledged to preserve life 
and property  and th is it should do as much against official h* again** 
rmn-official de&tanyera of them . The non-co-operattrs do not co m p la in .
It m ight be th eir principle to show W  their subm ission to suffering* and 
at roc i tie* to what lengths the servants of the G o\erttm eni would go to 
convince The people of what they teripjM* natanie nature. And so much 
the g rea te r reason that the G o v e r n in g  sf&iiMf try  to prove*it#elf to be 
alw ays above board, and having sufficient m oral em jrage to probe the 
m atte r to  it* very origin and cheek the lawle»*ne** of it* own officers a* 
of other*. I t  in un th inkab le  th a t a G overnm ent calling  »t#«Jf civilined, 
should *o fa r fo rget itaelf, forget the principles of ju stice  a t  to  connive 
a t th e  bad m anners and cruel tie* of it* own uervant*.

' r  a
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The Government, in ita benignity, ia pleaaed only to see and heui 
what it# own tenants are pleased to make it do so. If there be a 
report in the paper*, that such and such an officer had done such and 
such thing, it calls upon the name officer to submit a statement and 
it incorporate!* that w r y  statement in a bulletin which is issued with ttwt 
vepr high Hounding name “ a Government communique.” Can any­
body have any faith in the fair-mindedness o  ̂ the Government when 
such indiscreet blunders *re perforated? ('an anybody come forward • 
and romplain to any Government officer, when he knows that such com- 
plaints will be tw ists  and will thereby help thtf'fcocused officer to make 
an accused of the r< mplair.ant ? Complaints or no complaints, there can 
be no denying that mean and needless hrutalities were committed bv 
the military. Police and Civil Guards in the name of clearing roads and 
dispersing mobs. T am myself a witness to several such occurrences.
T am fw>sttive that the victims did not care or dare to carrv the matters 
to courts.

Tt is useless for me to recount the great deeds of valour of the poTice. 
The one impression that thev have created in mv mind is that the Gov­
ernment in out for intimidating out the intimidations and lawlessness 
on the part of the people by a little more intimidation and lawlessness 
on the part of its own officers Sir, I despise as lyuch the lawlessness of 
the j>eople a* T do that of the police 1 deplore as much the shooting 
down of an innocent coolv a* I do the battering to death of a helpless 
jmrmmlln. But. Sir, much of the lawlessness attributed to the people 
is due to the strange orders of the Government and the Council has recom­
mended their withdrawal But if our recommendation* arc* to be con* 
signed to the waste paper basket let the Government at least enforce 
its orders in a lawful manner. Instead of creating scenes in the 
streets and parks, the Government can, if it 1m* s o  minded, get hold of 
|Jie \olunteer registers and files of pledge* from different congress com­
mittee* and peacefully sommon the volunteers to stand their trial in 
court* of law. There is no secrecv in these volunteer organisation, thev 
work openlv, then whv not tackle the matter fairly and squarely? This 
will at least save us the pain and humiliation of being unwilling wit­
nesses to the barbarous brutalities of the police in the streets of Calcutta?

And, Sir, when a man is done to death, be he a jtolicemiivi or#a pasaer- 
b \ , let tl#re lie a sifting inquiry and let the guilty be punished. Tf 
♦here bo a mischief perpetrated bv any, be be a Congrww President or a 
Commissioner of Police, let there be no preferential treatment. Even 
if the Government be bent upon pursuing* a mistaken policy,*let it not 
be fttnd t^atthe Government la partial or that the Government is vindic­
tive.

An inquiry was badly needed into all these aberrations of both the 
people and til* polic*. And a timely requeat to that effect was made to 
the Government by some leading members of the publi*. Our resolu­
tions too an* before th* Government for a long time. Bat I deeply



deplore that the Government has thought it fit not to pay any heed to 
them. It is perhaps too late now to institute an inquiry into tto  pa«t 
event*, and I do not care what happen** to my amendment. But I do 
hope that in future the Government would In* more considerate to popular 
feelings.

Rai M A H E N D R A  C H A N D R A  M ITR A  Bthadur: 1 wish to intervene
in the debate at this stage. We must not lone night of (he issues which 
have been raised by the speaker All of them demand an inquiry to 
be made by official and non-official members. l)o the facts presented 
by them justify suqb inquiry? That is the question. Do the fact# 
presented b$ the mover show that there is a pnmu /iicic ciMe tor u public 
inquiry? My subtnision to the Council is that such an inquiry is needed 
for various reasons. The principal reason is that when the inquiry 
was made, as i» indicated in the s|teeche<il that ixiqiiii v was a partial 
one; that inquin was taken up In those who are interested m the rnattei 
and it would have been just and proper that there should be a complete 
public inquiry, so that the result of it, would have satisfied the people. 
There is a depth of feeling against the inquiry already made, and there­
fore, in my humble opinio^, it is necessary that such a humble inquiry, an 
suggested, should be made. Now, supposing Government did make an 
inquiry on the subject, supposing an inquiry was made b\ the police 
officers, supposing witnesses were called in, but even then the othei 
view of the question has not been taken up as an item of consideration, 
and that is pressed upon the attention of the Council and that is the 
reason why a fresh inquiry is to be made. 1 know w*e are in critical 
times. I know what is going on in this country and what movements 
are going on. The condition of things is very deplorable and I am not 
in a position to p a ss  un\ criticism on the action of the police or of any- 
body concerned, because if we puss any opinion on the subject now it 
would be prejudging the w’hole matter. We are told that a policeman has 
died. We are told that the police are sufferers. All right, let the 
actions taken by the police and by the people be judged, het that 
aejion be the subject-matter of an inquiry, and the judges, who will sit 
in judgment, will be in a better position than those who are outside 
the tribunal. In my humble opinion, therefore, for the fair name of 
justice, for the fair name of Government, for the fair name of the 
people,*!t is highly necessary that an inquiry should be made. If 
Government refuse or decline to make such an inqtiirv, what would be 
the feeling of the people? Government ought to understand their own 
position* The Government officials should come forward and say, " I*t 
an inquiry be made because you wish thfrt an inquiry a* suggested by 
you is to be made, because the facts presetted by the peopfc through 
the members of this C«t»cil justify that such an action should be taken /'
I do not wiah to say anything more, but I do press upon the attention of 
Government officials that it would be juat and proper tBTmt fuch an inquiry 
be made. If the action of the police wma justified, all rightf If the action
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of the police wan wrong, then Government will Iuito to consider the 
matter once more. All these facts may he brQttght forward to the 
notice of people an the result of un inquiry. Thlft is my submission and 
that in the reason why I support the resolution Irhich |*as been discussed 
by several members of this Council.

M ltilv r  Y A K U IN U D D IN  A H M ED : I . think, in this cane, the 
Council will wee its way to have u committee of inquiry into the matter. 
When happenings in (Jhandpur i*nd other places took place at that time 
there wer# requisitions for inquiries and when such happenings as the 
happenings at Mechuahazar on the 26th December took place in the 
very heart of this great city, I think the Council would set its way to 
have an inquiry—a thorough inquiry-—into the matter. The Govern­
ment communi(/vt’ which ha* been issued says that the complainants are 
not forthcoming to lay their grievances. I would submit that the 
particular creed which the people of Mechuabazar and other places are 
pursuing is non-co-opemtion whether rightly or wrongly and, therefore, 
they do not come to the Courts. That, however, is jio reason for not 
having an inquiry iui<> the matter to find out which party is to blame 
for high-handedneHs. It may be that soon after the hartal of the 24th 

’December, when His Koval Highness the Prince of Wales visited this 
city, the police were exasperated at the non-co-operators* activities; but 
that is no reason why there should be high-handed proceedings on the 
part of the police who are the guardians of law and order. Whether the 
non-co-operators took the law into then own'hands, which compelled 
the police to aft in the manner as they did, is a circumstance whuh ought 
to be thoroughly sifted and inquired into. I beg tit submit tTIat the 
allegation that some police sergeants showed disrespet t to the holy Koran 
and tore off some of its pages calU for an inquiry into the matter and 
that I think is the opinion of every right-thinking man 1 hope the 
Government would also welcome such an inquiry.

Mr. W. U  T R A V E R S : 1 rise, in contradiction to the speeches which 
have been made to-day. to  protest on principle against the object of 
these resolutions, tlqut is Ut {W? the committee which it is proposed to 
set tip to iuquire into these occuriences, It is becoming a common 

^practice in this Council that when any strong action is taken in the 
preservation of law and order by an officer of Government, repetitions 
are propgAed in this Council foi a committee of inquiry. When the 
Reforms were intnaluced, an appeal was made to the British in this 
rountry that they, brought u;» as they are iu an atmogphere of 
democracy, should, as best they could, help the Reforms; that is to say, 
they should come into thi^Council and Vi°jr their experience into 
uaefal activity, looking to the future and towfferdx the enlargement of 
democratic Government. But I must atat*, *trongly state, that 1 
consider that action on the lines proposed to-day is not in accord with 
our ufaoh ^  democratic Government. It iff the reverae. It seem* to
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us« that it ia the du\y of Government and Government alone to make an 
inquiry into such occurrence*! as occurred at Mechuabaaar. Govern­
ment contains two I n ^ n  Members on the Executive Council and three 
Indian Minister**—men fcrho are high in the esteem of their fellow 
countrymen. Had there been—which I do not believe in the leaat—auy 
miscarriage of justice, MU'ely none of these membeis of Government 
would continue in that ^Government. ( “ Hear, hear.” ) I consider 
that it in moat unjust and imput unfair that un> officer, who iftttn employee 
of Government having done his duty in most difficult circumstances, 
should be pilloried by appearam e before a tribunal- a special tribunal 
such as is contemplated by the^e resolutions. it is the business ot
Governmeift to see that their officeis do their duty. If such officers have
to appear to give evidence betoi** a tribunul, it would undermine the 
confidence of officers in the Government itaelf throughout the whole ot 
the province. There are, I believe, a number of members of this House 
who hope in the future to Ucome Ministers of Government ( 4< Hear, 
hear ” ); and it is probable that their ho}Kv* will, in course of time, he 
fulfilled. 1 a*k you, Sn, what will be the position of the Ministerf* in 
the future when tliev have u re< ord behind them that whenever theii 
officers commit what the popular nig puts up as a mistake, it if* 
immediately proposed in this Council that a committee of inquiry be 
made. Can they expect in the future, loyal, devoted and courageous 
service from their subordinate** in the administration? 1 doubt it., 1 
put it, Sir, to the members of this [louse that an in<|Uir>, ntich as is
proposed, can only result in a general deterioration in the standard o!
efficiency of the administration of the provhice. (** Hear, hear.") 
It is most unjust and mo«t unfau that an officer, who in earning out a 
difficult duty imposed on him, does some action which happens to be 
unpopular and should Ik* required to justify himself lw»fore such a  com­
mittee as is contemplated by these resolution*.

S H A H  8 Y E D  E M D A O U L  HAQ  addressed the Council in Bengali, 
supporting the resolutions. Thf Rnglish translation of hjs speech in a*
follows:— s ; *

There is ,t saying in Petsmn which f» tilt*: Tm na gar dad chiza,
nuuyium tm yoetul chtzafut, meaning " People do not say that a thing haa 
hapi>«ied until it actually hapj»ens. ” It will be superfluous to say any* 
thingon thu* resolution im the movers and the several other shakers have 
already spoken so elaborately on the (juestion at issue. I faust plain­
ly admit m\ gratitude to the Hindu movers who are fighting wo hard
for t h e  4 f u h a m m a d a n s  and the Muhammadan religion. I am a Muham- 
mad an and regard mv religion more than mv life and property. It id 
therefore mv hoiwden duty to give vent to my p«»nt up feelings in the 
matter of the dewemffeg of the mosque and the holv Koran. I aent 
>H notice of an amendment but through m> misfortune tbe name baa been 
diaallowed. Mo#<|nes* although erected by bumao band*. are held in 
revetence as the hotiae* where God live# and the holy K orun in regarded
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os sayings of the Almighty. No true Mussalman can bear patiently 
any insult offered to either of them. 1 was present in Calcutta on the
day of occurrence. Next day, early in the morning, the sad happening* 
poured into my earn. 1 inquired and came to know from indisputably 
reliable source that the sergeant* and Civil Guards entered the mosque 
with their boots on and defiled the sauctity of the place, insulted the 
“ Imam ” (priest) and threw away copies of the holy Koran. The 
assailants were requested by the priest in piteous terms not to molest 
any further on which the sergeant** and the guards became only furious, 
called him name* and threatened with committing nuisance in the very * 
mosque. These acts of atrocity have spread all around and have roused 
a feeling of horror and indignation through the Moslem W\>rld. Even 
kings have no authority to desecrate a mosque and the holy Koran. The 
party of non-co-opera tors taking advantage of events of the nature are 
taking a firm hold on the minds of the people. I am no non-co-operator 
but an ardent co-operator for the advancement of my country and her 
[H*ople. I must speak out the truth though I know perfectly well that 
nothing is more bitter than truth as the Arabic proverb has it: Ai
Hahku rnor-run ohm kana durrun It is only deserving that wrong-doers 
must be brought to I took and it in for that purpose u committee is sought 
for. If Government are opjnmed to the constitution of the eommittee 
of inquiry the people have only one and irresistihje conclusion to make 
that the authorities are shielding the wrong-doers knowing full well 
that the committee, if formed, will give to the world the many unpleas­
ant things which at all costs  must In* suppressed. The Persian poet has 
sung that the keepei is responsible for the biting,s of his dog—Kah- 
t f a h k a n  muhm guy p o r t r i d .  If the matter is not proper! \ inquired into 
and projier action is not taken, the presumption will be that Government 
do not hesitate or are prepared tu wound the religious feelings of the 
]>eople. A change was in sight, many non-co-operators were at present 
changing their creed and vacillating to the side of the co-operators. 
Hut at that psychological moment the |>eople stand thunder-struck at 
the news of these atrocious deeds deliberately perpetrated. Want of 
action on the part of Government will kindle fire into the hearts of men, 
and it mav not lie surprising i f  this fire spreads through such inaction 
and assumes the form of a huge conflagration which may disturb Gov­
ernment in the peaceful administration of the people. With thes*. words,
T heartilv ^upport all the resolutions.

Maulvi 1 K R A M U L  H U Q l When I came to the Council, I had ne 
desire to take any part in the debate for I did not at all know the place 
of occurrence nor had I any opportunity to know what actually took 
place, B#t what has fallen from mv friend Rai Eadha Charan Pal 
Bahadur has made a deep impression on my railftl, and I must admit it 
has pained me to the greatest degree. Not only were there inroads on 
the rights** liberties and freedom of the peope, hut unfortunately lo r 
ns and unfortunately for the Government, the religious susceptibil|£i««
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at the Muhammadans were brushed aside, aud it u» alleged by the Hal 
ballad ur tnat uie seigeaut* and olheit* went t»o lar a# not only to dese­
crate tlie moaque but to do &uinettiiug eitt« wnicli 1 shudder to repeat* 
THet*e are matter* winch are undoubtedly \ery grave, aud eveu ii nail 
of what ha* been alleged here be irue, then 1 must irankly *ay lUal 
Government atauds charged with a grave derohcUou t»l dutv. 1 hope
that all that ha* been said here is not true, but ail the aarne, when lias 
matter has been brought to the notice of the whole Mouse aud when it 

‘ n» being pressed that u committee be formed to inquire into the matter, 
• 1 think that Government should on no account stand against aucli a 

proposal. it has been Haul b\ one id my colleagues, Mi. Travers, tiiat 
by this mesfhs we shall be standing m the way of Government officials 
discharging their duties. 1 think it is the duty of every one oi us to 
mm* (hat the*Government of h< lals are allowed a free haud in doing their 
duty, but at the same tune it mu&t be impressed upon every Government 
official that he should on no aicouut go out of hit* wa> and do things 
whioh are not at all legal: and further, thing* which bring into con- 
tempt the very administration which thev are bouud to hold. 1 am 
afraid Mr. Travers seem# id have overlooked the fact that the allega­
tion about the desecration of the mosque and thing* of a like nature wa* 
of a very aenoua character, and he aw a Christian and as a religious man 
should, instead of opposing the resolution, have taken this mattei into 
consideration and pressed for a committee so  that the truth might come 
out, and il the officers concerned wen? not guilt \ of all that has. been 
alleged against them, certainly it will be in their interest also that this 
committee Is* formed. 1 rememliet in our younger days when we used 
to g o  to our Maulvis to read oui ho l \  IsMtks, thc\ list'd to show tlie gieat- 
est resj>ect to  our b o l \  books, and that is the sort of training which 
every true Moslem gets from his very boyhood, and, as su< h, the Muham­
madans in general and 1 think also other persons, who have got a reli­
gious bent of mind, cannot but be offended by any sacrilegious acts 
done by anybody, no matter whoever he might be. So T say that if the 
facts alleged by the ftai Bahadur be true, there is absolutely no reason 
why this Government should not bring down from their j>edesta] of 
glory on which some of the officers might he and mete out to them proper 
punishment for their aotion ; and if they are not at all to blame in this 
matter,#ind if there is nothing against them, the jtosition of Government 
will lie clear. Fnder the circumstances, 1 hope that Government will 
agTee to a proposal likri thi** and see that a committee is formed to 
inquire into this matter.

•

lUtttvl 4HAH ABDUR RAUF I I rise to support the resolution* 
relating to the incidents at Mechuabasar on the 20th I)eoe1hbw last,
I was not present there at the time of occurrence, but fortunately, I 
bad the opportunity of talking with persons who were on th«j scene just 
on'fhe morning of the incident, and so I came to know sonjjpthing of 
wkal happened in the early hours of tit* 26th December last, Tilt small



hour* oi the -Oth December will, 1 am sure, be remembered by tlie meu 
of Mechuabazar for a long time. 1 am sure they felt that for some time 
at least law and order wa» absent in the locality. Shops were looted, 
theie were general assaults, and from what I could gather from the 
people, who went then* immediately aiter the scene, I can safely say 
that foui occurrence* took place, namel), the death of a constable which 
ih admitted on all hands, the file in the tiled house—that is also ad­
mitted M h b\ the |>eoplo and Government, general assault of the 
people of the locality, which I do not know if Government admit^or* 
not, and lant, though not the least, is the raid on the Meehuabazar mosque., 
A constable died, but an yet it has noi been disclosed to us wrho is res­
ponsible for h ih death: as vet we do not know” who is re%4{K>nsible for 
tlie fire in the tiled house, and we also do not know who is primarily 
responsible for raiding the mosque and generally assaulting the people.
1 feel great ly  a* a Muhammadan when 1 hear that the Meehuabazar  
mosque has been raided— not only  raided in the ordinary sense o f  the 
term, but it is alleged s e ig c a n t s  en te ied  there with lioots on, entered  
the prayer hall, and furthermoie  my heait thrills  to nay that they  tore  
to pieces the hol\ Koran. W henevei  a Moslem hears of these  th ings ,  
whether in Council or outside it, Ik* he a non-co-ojKMator or a co- 
o)ieiatnr, Indian or Turk or Italian, should he profess the M uham m a­
dan rel igion,  he can have no sympathy with the j>eople who have torn to 
pieces the holy Koian and done other t il ings ,  or with those who try to 
shield them. These are not idle ta lks:  there was a non-official com ­
m it tee  o f  in q u in  . I have just gone th rough their  rejxul and in clear  
and unmis takeable  terms the com m it tee  s a \ s  t ha t  the\ exam ined  per­
sons connected with the m osque persons whom we a i c  very loth to 
disbelieve- and the\ gave  evidence m the clearest t e rms  t ha t  sergeants  
entered tlie mosque with t h e n  IxMits on I wish all these  we i e  not true,
I dou bh  wish that th ings  like this never happened,  but if th ings  l ik e  
th is  have happened,  the offenders ought to be punished I^*t iis be 
satisfied whether actually  th ings  like this  hupj»ened or .not. I*et there 
be a com m ittee  o f  inquiry.  W e  are not a sk ing  a n y th in g  more W e  
are not a sk in g  Government to Ixdiead the i*r sou s  responsible  for th e  
offences, to d ismiss  the jteople who were responsible  for the atroc it ies ;  
w'e are not a s k in g  an yth in g  like t h a t ; we are sim ply  a sk in g  Government  
to inquire and tell us the plain truth and noth ing  but the pli^it truth.
I fail to u n d e r s t a n d  win there s h o u ld  be anv opposition from the Gov­
ernment side. Mr. Tra\er»» opposes the formation of a committee of 
inquiry on several g t o n n d s .  First of all ,  he s a y s  that it is common in 
Council alwavs and often to a s k  for committees of inquiry Hrhanever 
anything is done in the name of law and order. I fail to understand how 
this is a fcmind argument: it simply means that this Council is irorthless 
that it is alwavs opj»osed to Government. He says that it does not 
become a democratic Government to always oppose its officers, but ran 
we with conscience say that ours is a full democratic Government? He 
•ays that it is the dutv of Orrremment to inquire into the matter. I
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*Un #*y tiiis, and we are Mm ply asking the Government to exercise that 
duty, lio m»\* thut a ccinmittee of inquiry will be a special tribunal. 
That i* not mo. i t  is simply to inquire into the tru th : it i* not to puniaii 
the officer# concerned but to find out the truth; punitdiwtmt retttn entire- 
iy in tiie hand* of Government. The committee i# to take evidence, gift 
the evidence aud then fiud out the truth. He #av# that it will affect the 
general efficiency of the service. I fail to understand why thi# should be 
mi. It seems Mr. Travers is quite afraid that the committee*!* sure to 

' blame Government for all these things. 1 am not of that opinion. The
• committee should In* formed to inquire and inquiiv impartially into the 

truth of the occurrenoes, ami if anybody is found liable for them it in 
for Government to take action against them.

W it h  these  fe v w o n ls ,  I ask  m v brother counc il lors  to #upopi t thin 
resolut ion  and ask  Gin e m in e n t  to accept this.

Babu ANN ADA CHARAN DUTTA: 1 heart il> supjRjrt the r e f l a ­
tion for an in quiry .  W h e n  one  heats  of  these  inc id en ts  he is l>ouud to  
cry out ,  “  they  com e,  and st i l l  they  co m e  " W e  have had exj>eiience  
of th i -  s o l t of  inc id en ts ,  and tiiere is a lw a y s  a delil>eiato a ttem pt to  
suppress  a fair  and public  inquiry .  So it is not o n l \  for th e  sake  of  
the public ,  fot the protection o f  li fe  and l ib er ty  o f  the subject**, but for 
the sake  of the good nam e o f  the G oxernm ent  itself that som e public  
inquiry should  he held into  th e incident** of  th is  nature.  It cannot 1m* 
doubted that th ere  is a great d iscon ten t  over  th is ,  and  if you stif le  an 
in q u in  like  tin* which  i* the o n l v  outlet  to the r o u n t n  for *t lie pu rpose  
4>f s a t i - f w n g  the j>eople as to what ac tua l ly  took p lace,  you will  com|>el 
th in g -  to  go below the surface,  and e e i ta in ly  it wil l not In* good for 
any G over n m en t .

W i t h  these  words,  I heait i lv  sup]>ort the resolut ion .

MEMBER in chrage of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT( th i Hon’blf 
Sir Henry Wheeler): The Council has before it four resolutions, the 
widest in its m-ujm* l>eing that of Halm Kishon Mohan Chftudhuri, which 
would have an inquns into the alleged rase# of assault and other net# of 
high-handedne#s committed on prisoners and other citizens by the police 
and the military in Calcutta since the 17th November, IfKM, presumably 
up to date. That is further extended by Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Hay 
to include the misdeeds of the Civil Guard, and the Council will doubt­
less appreciate the breadth of the inquiry which they are contemplating. 
The next one is that of Babu Surendra Nath Mallik. who would have a 
similar inquiry into the incidents on three date* which he ha* given, 
while the two others are more restricted in scope and have reference to 
the Mechuabasar incident only.

Now, I was interested to hear from the lip# of one *jw»aker,#who took 
pleasure in the fact, that these resolution* were but the logical and 
legitimate sequel to the decision1 of the Council a few day# ago. It 
is perfectly true that a few day# ago this Counc il did, by a small majority, 
request the Government to desist from Wny special action to mirtail the
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activities ot the volunteer* who are admittedly the backbone of the civil 
disobedience movement, which is admittedly now recognised ins practi­
cally ail responsible quarters to be productive of nothing but disorder 
and anarchy, and we now have the sequel which asks us not only to 
desist from action, but to place upon their trial those officers who are 
uot resj>onsible for the policy of Government, but who were entrusted 
with the arduous and unpleasant task of enforcing it-Mjfficers who loyal* 
ly and admirably during recent days have preserved this city from the 
scenes eh have disgraced Boinbax and Madras, and have maintained ' 
a degree of order which, in all the circumstances of the case, is to my* 
mind, remarkable. I put it to the Council that even refraining from 
arguing the case on any unpopular lines, such as administrative effi­
ciency or fairness, is it wise, at a time when the atmosphere is admitted­
ly electric, at a time when we mav l>e on the eve of further disorder and 
trouble, to place upon their trial the one body of men who stand bet­
ween th is  Council and disorder—a body of men sorely tried by the attacks 
upon them an<l ujwm whose discipline attacks are !>eing made every day? 
Is i( wise, to put  it at its lowest, to put these men ujk hi their trial when 
1 a m  prepaicd to show that they have been honestly and faithfully try­
i n g  to f u l til the duties entrusted to them by the executive Government? 
Infixing the aspect of the police alone, Is it again wise for this Council, 
which is fast putting up a record with reference to the preservation of 
law and order which is beginning to attract attention elsewhere, to add 
one other striking example* to  th at  l i s t ?

Now, His Excellency and 1 have sjH)keu so recently on the state of 
affairs in Calcutta that it is needless to rej»eat m detail. The facts are 
well known to us all. We know the policy which has been adopted, 
and which we have heard from the mouth of Mr Gandhi, of deliberately 
goading Government, if need he, to coinjM*! shooting; of provoking and 
assaulting the police; of disobeying orders and of courting arrest. 
And when we hear from Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray of “ the scenes in 
the streets and parks that the j)olice have created," one really wonders 
to what extent distortion of the facts is to be carried in this Council 
Chamber. The non-co-operator* have o|**nly gloried in the disturbances 
they have created, and it is only two days ago that one of the extremist 
papers in this town took great credit for the fact that they had restored 
law and order hv refraining from the activities which had brought about 
lawleasneM and disorder. It suggests rather the attitude of a burglar, 
who, refraining from going out one night on his work of depredation, 
takes credit to himself for the fact that the crime statistics wjjl be less 
bv one. However that is the attitude and to ignore it is impossible. 
That having Wen the state of affairs which has prevailed in the town, 
it necessitated intervention on the part of Government to maintain law 
and order, and a general justification of that policy has previously been 
offered by me and others. But that intervention has necessitated the 
application of a certain degree of force to meet force. Crowds have
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h a d  to be broken up when they obstructed traffic in the streets, meet- 
iag»— illega l meetings— called in defiance o f  orders, have had to  be dis­
persed .  I d o  not d e n y  that a cer ta in  a m o u n t  o f  force  haw had to  be uaed, 
but it had to  be used d ir e c t ly  in c o n s eq u e n c e  o f  the  a c t io n s  o f  thow* w h o  
w e re  s e e k i n g  to  break th e  la w ,  and it is to  m y m in d ex tra o rd in a r y  th a t  
looking to  t h e  length o f  t im e  d isorder  ban been p re v a i l in g  in thin c i ty ,  
w e shoulrl,  t h a n k s  to  th e  tact and m od er a t ion  o f  the  po l ice ,  h ave  pawned 

. th r o u g h  it w ith  n m in im u m  o f  pergonal injury  inf lic ted upon the m e m ­
bers o f  th e  pu b l ic  and w ith  but o n e  tr a g ic  inc id en t  o f  th e d e a d  body of  

* a  p o l icem a n  found in Central A v en u e .
N o w  a* j i e  are a s k e d  to  in q u ire  in to  c om p la in t* ,  jt in w e ll  that  i 

shou ld  s u m m a r is e  brie fly  th e  com p la in t*  that ha v e  been brough t  to  th e  
n ot ice  o f  ( i o v e r n m e n t .  As  is w e l l  k n o w n ,  th e  C o m m iss io n e r  o f  P o l ic e  
p u b l ic ! \  of fered to  in q u ire  into  fact*  brought to hi* n o t ice ,  and it i* a lso  
well  k n o w n  that tin** ha* been the  a t t i tu d e  o f  the  e x e c u t iv e  ( io v e r n m e n t  
also  W e  have  had a w idespread  p reva len ce  of la w le s s n e s s  and a tr o c i ­
t ie s  pictured  to  us by var ious  s p e a k e is .  W h a t  are th e ac tua l  com pla in t*  
that h ave  been brough t  to  th e  n o t ice  o f  (io\errfrmMit ? W e  h a v e  had  
the assault  on P r o fe s s o r  l l e r a m b a  C hand ia  Maitra,  I have  prev ious ly  
spoken  o f  that  in c id en t ,  and a l th o u g h  at the  t im e  it wan rejmrte^ to  
I f i s  E x c e l l e n c y  a* a cum* of brutal a s sa u l t ,  and rej»orted in the dai ly  
prt»ss as a m erc i le s s  ftelal>ouring. ujM>n inq uiry  it proved to  Iw* a  mere  
push g iv e n  u n d e r  c ir cu m st a n c es  for w h ic h ,  as I h a v e  e x p la in e d  before ,  
th is  g e n t l e m e n  wa« h i m s e l f  m a in ly  to b la m e.  W e  h a v e  netft th e case  of 
cine J i te n d ra  N a th  G h osh .  T here  was  a crowd ou ts id e  the  thann. and  
ap p aren t ly  he w as  hu st led  in th e dispersal  of it N e x t  day he could  not 
s h o w  anv  m arks ,  a l th o u g h  he  said he bad mark* th e  dav ta'fore,  and  
st il l w as  in pa in  Pu t  T put it to  the Counc il  that th is  wa* a m ost  
tr iv ia l  in c id en t .

T hen  vie ha v e  the  cane o f  one  K C. Das TTo filed an aff idavit  that  
he  had  been w r o n g f u l ly  arreirted m er e ly  Iwnause he  p u t  on khnddar and  
a G a n d h i  cap.

Rai RAD HA CHARAN  PAL  Bahadur: Ik th e  H o n ' b le  M em ber  re­
fe r r in g  to  a n y  in c id e n t  co n n ec ted  w ith  th e  M ec h u a b a s a r  ha p p en in g * *

The*Hon’ble Sir H EN RY  W H E E LE R : N o ;  I refer  to  the  cane o f  
K . C. Da*. H e  a d m it te d  that h e  had put on hhnddtr  and jy>ne out to 
*ee w h e th e r  he w ould  be arrested .  H e  jo in ed  so m e  vo lu n teer s  w ho  w ere  
molesting a ahopke^per, a n d  so m e  sold ier* arre*ted him a lo n g  w ith  th e  
other*. *When he  wa* tak en  before the police  h e  said that he wa* not 
a vo lu n teer .  T h e  po l ice  off icer in c h a r g e  let him  go  a f t er  t e l l in g  him  
that lie was a foolish young man to do thi* m r t  of thing, and ttiat he wat 
sorry for th e  in c o n v e n ie n c e  he  had been put to b u t  w h ich  he  had largely 
brought upon him nelf .

The next complaint wa* the alleged assault on  C h ira  Kunjan Da#, 
to which aUo I  have preriotmly alluded in  thi* Council
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Babu tU R IN O R A  NATH M A LL fK s  May 1 rise to a point of order? 
Im the Hon'ble Member entitled to refer to*the caw of Chira Kanjan Das 
which in not the subject matter before the Council?

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT (Babu Surentfra Math Ray); Yes, 
because it is included in the general charge of assault against the 
police.

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY W HEELER: Chira Ranjan Das, although •
he had ample opportunities of  br ing ing  his case to the notice of respons-# 
ible officer* at the time,  did not do so, hut eventually  came out with a 
statement which,  in the face of the medical evidence,  cannot*he an yth in g  
but an exaggeration .

Another fane of complaint i* alleged assault  by Mr. K id d,  into 
which inquiry is being made in an appropriate and proper way hv a pro­
secution which has lieen inst ituted against two newqpaj>ers for libel ,  
in the course of which the facts will be elic ited.

These , apart from the Mechuabazar affair with which I will  deal  
later, are the incidents that liave been brought to the notice of  Govern­
m e n t ; and I put it to the Council that th ey do not ju sti fy  th e impres­
sion that i* ^oughf to be created.

I now turn to the incident* that have l>een hrpnght to the no t ice ,o f
♦ he fVtnimissioner of Pol ice, and T will read Mr Clarke’s report: —

Tim only ipwific complaint* of assault against the polio* or military were the
following '—

<n) On the 21st Noveniticr 19*21, an Ooriya cooly called Kristopati mm plained at 
Jorasnnko Police-station that while standing in a crowd on Harrison Road he was 
assaulted by a tahrh Ho could not say who or what the mhrh wan There were 
slight injuries on him so hin I'otnplaint was #coorded and he was sent to Hospital 
where he wan dressed and discharged

(M On the Pth December 1021, Professor Heramba Chandra Maitra <<omplaincd 
to Mr Wilson at Lal Ilaiunr that he wiw assaulted by tri>ops, the details of the raw 
are known to Government The Professor told Mr Wilson that he did not want to 
pre*s the matter or demand an inquiry.

(<•) On the 12th December. 1021, the Fourth Presidency Magistrate drew the 
attention of the Commissioner of Police to the cane of an accused who appeared 
hefore him with hi# head bandaged, and complained of assault by a sergeant « t  
(Jrant Htreet out-pout Sergeant Hunt, the officer in question, explained that after 
Nome arrests in the New Market, a crowd attacked the Grant Street oi^-post in 
order to rescue the prisoner*. and the accused, who wan one of the crowd, was 
hi recited, ant! in pushing him through the <loor of the out-post he tripped over the 
lintel, fell and knocked hi.*» head against « bench.

• d) On the 16th December, 1021. Babu Knahna Kumar Hitra complained tliat 
a Bengali student had been assaulted by a sergeant for no reason in Amherst Street 
On inquiry hy the Deputy Commissioner, it appeared that two days before an attack 
had »<e«*n tWlde on Muchipara thana and two sergeant* were then dfputed to keep 
the etowung clear The student in question refused to move when ordered to do »o, 
and was puahed off. WhAi seen 24 hours after the occurrence be had no marks of 
injury.

(t\ On the 24th December. 1021, a m*n tinned Hakdhar Sikdar of 28, UlU- 
danga Hoad, was injured by the p*lt<» in Cornwallis Street. At the time aergeenta

'«-
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H«a*7^ n d  Doran were assisting th« Corporation <>IBoea to light gas lamps, when 
lh«y were *ttacked by a mob, wh* took away th« ladder, pelted th r u  with stone* 
and put out the lamps already lit. The aarge&nta then had to diaper** the crowd 
and Haladhar Sikdar got a blow on the head and fell down. He wan removed to 
hospital and haa amoe been diacharged.

Id a few other caaea of trial of prisoners by the fith Presidency Magistrate, 
romplainta were roadejof aasault by sergeant* on escort. but no order* were received 
from trying M ag istra te  on these allegations

The only person reported to have received serious injuries wan Haladhar Kikdar 
whose case has been noted on above.

•  Generally speaking, it wa* an even day occurrence throughout the northern 
part of the town from the 4th of December onward**, that crowds of volunteer* 
collected, shoe ing  (iaiulhi Mahani) ki jat, threatening shop-keeper*, and obstruct­
ing traffic In w»me c a se s , particularly on t h e  occasion of the arre*l of Mr. C. H 
Das’* son, of Mrs Das. and when Professor Maitra complained of being RNsaulted, 
crowds assumed a most threatening attitude, ami had to be dispersed by force, 
but in no case <except that of Haladhar Sikdar) was such font* uaed an ruMiltcd in 
any tenons injury

T h a t ,  S ir ,  is Mr. C larke'*  accou nt  ami I a g a in  put it to the  C ounc il  
w h e th er  it Ik;u»  out  th e  a l l e g a t io n *  w h ich  have lieen m ade.

T h en  I com e to  th e  Me< huabaiwir in c id en t .  W e  havo  been told that  
w e  h a v e  p u blished  a b e la ted  vommunujuv,  a l th o u g h  in the commum quo  
itse lf  we e x p la in e d  the circumatanccM under  w h ic h  it kum indued at th a t  
trine. T h e  affair  w a M h e  su b je c t  o f  a r eao lu t ion  w h ic h  m ig h t  h a v e  been  
reached at an ear l ier  m e e t in g 1 of th e C ou n c i l ,  and we ex|**eted t«» m ak e  
a h ta tcm en t  on t h e  s u bjec t  then .  Hut that op p o rtu n ity  did not artne,  
an<l m > ,  la th e r  than wait  til l to~dav, we publi*hcd a c o n u n u n H j u r  q u ite  
i e c e n t l \ .  In that rommunityui  w<* have  g iv e n  the f a c t s .  Hut um re­
f e r e n c e  h a s  Iwen  m ade to in fo tm a t io n  w h u h  wan g iv e n  to  me jtciHon- 
a l ly ,  I w ould  like  to draw th e  a t ten t io n  of  th e C ou n c i l  to cer ta in  cir  
cumntances'  c o n n e c ted  th er e w i th .  It i* perfet t l \  true that Hai Hadha  
Charan Pal  H ahadur ca m e  to me on th e  e v e n i n g  o f  M on d ay ,  th e  *(ith 
D e c e m b er ,  w ith  c er ta in  g e n t l e m e n ,  and c o m p la in ed  of  what h a s  been  
referred to more th an onne th is  a ft ern oon  a s  a |»oItce rani He ic -  
queated  m e  to  g i \ e  a pruntiM* for a full public  inq u iry ,  and 1 m a \  m e n ­
tion ,  Uh an e x a m p le  o f  tf»e d a n g e i  of t u i s t i n g  t<» th ese  inethodH of  b r in g ­
i n g  fact* to our  n o t ice ,  th a t  w h en  I nuked the Hai H ahadur “ w h y  shou ld  
th e  po l ice  h ave  ac ted  m such  an u n reasonable  way and a**ault««d people  
w ith o u t* a n y  cau*e w h a te v e r  ** th e  answ er  I got was “  that is w hat th ey  
*a y  " ; no re&aon w as  f o r th c o m in g .  Hut a l th o u g h  the R a j  H ahadur  
now w»\s that th e  fac ts  were  k n ow n  a l l  over  th e to w n ,  and a l th o u g h  he  
now  a d m it s  that th*£ m o r n in g  he wu* in the  north  o f  the tow n h im w df,  
yet  he m*ver m e n t io n e d  to me the o r ig in  o f  the w h o le  troub le ,  na im dy,  
th e  m u rd er  o f  a countab le  on the  n ight o f  the 2o th .  l i e  and o th er  
ftpetftkerii noiftfcJaini that  there  wa* no opt ion  but for a non-offb f t i  inquiry  
to  b e  held .  W a s  there  no opt ion ? I ie fu*ed  to  prpmi*e o ffhand a public; 
inq u iry ,  but I a#ked Mr. C larke  to  a "certain the  fact#  and the  firnt t h in g  
that  b e  d id  wa» to  Hen<\ a D e p u t y  CommiMtioner to  th e  R ai  B a h a d u r ’#
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Rii RAOHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: Did the police camet*me>

The Hoit’bto Sir H EN R Y  W H E E LE R : I am told that the Deputy 
Coxutnijtsioijer came lo liim and asked him if he could produce the men 
whose shops were looted. No complainants were forthcoming, and in 
the circumstances we ordered a departmental inquiry to be made and 
the facts are contained in the communique which Has been published. 
Put brief!v. after the finding  of tifr dead body of the constable in the 
early hour** of thi* morning, the police thought that, the people of the 
locality which was close to a haunt of well-known bad characters, must* 
have* Imm'D cognisant of, if not connected with, th$ murder, and they 
called o r the inmates of a tea-shop, in which there were lights burning, 
anH three adjoining shops to come out. The people did not do so and 
as them were signs of their escaping from the back, the police, in their 
search for the guilty person, broke open the tea-shop and three adjoin­
ing whop* and took certain jwople whom thev found in them to the thana 
for inquiry. As regards the* mosque which is said to have been entered, 
f mav point out that it is at some distance from the scene of operations, 
and there* was no "reason for the* police to have entered it. The police 
throughout were in charge of resjHunible officers, including two Deputy 
r'eunmissioneik* one A*>«istant Commissioner, erne insjiector and two snb- 
inspecfors. After having arrested these people .the police went aw|fV 
leaving three constables in charge Shortly after that a fire occurred 
in the* vieinitv and the jxdie-e* had to go to that sjmt toi protect the fire 
engine, whuh was being stoned; that was a separate matter, but it indi­
cates the state* of feeling that was prevailing. After the main incident 
of the murder, word was evidently sent to the bad characters in other 
parts of the town, and they came down to the numl>er of neaily 3,000 
and drove* away the three constables, and for 45 minutes there was 
neither law nor order in the locality. We have the* statements of our 
own officers and e>f either ]>ee>ple who, owing te> terrorism, will not leime 
forward to give !he*ir evidence iu public, that for that time the locality 
wa# completely in the hands of the mob and th$| looting by goondat  did 
then take place. These are the facts of the case so far as we am ascer­
tain, but this incident of the* mob taking pe>ssession of the locality*^ 
45 minutes has not lx*en allude*d to by a single speaker this afternoon. 
On the other hand an attempt has lifeen made to rouse religious >nimosi- 
tie* by speaking of the desecration of holy places and damage to sacred 
hooks. One of the speakers has acknowledged that he not know 
anything about this case before this afternoon, bnt%e is influenced by 
this uncorroborated statement to press for an inquiry. A deliberate 
attempt has thus been made bv certain non-Muhammadan mefljfa* to 
bring in tlieir Muhammadan fellnw-mcmber* e>n their sida'itjHhis appeal 
to religious sentiment. *

Mr. H U SEYN  SH AH EEO  S U H R A W AR D Y : Sir, what does Sir
Henry Wheeler mean by 44 uncorroborated statement



.0 th  OEPUTY-PReSIDlHT: Please do not interrupt. *
, Tilt Hftft'Mt Sir HENRY WHEELER: I httTe now dealt with vtiri- 

otis specific incidents and will explain in general terms what th* policy 
of Government in this matter is. If arts of repression or wrong-doing 
are alleged by any private citijpn, the obvious court* for him is to lay 
an information )>dfore the proper magisterial Jltlthorities. The courts 
are open, and there are deputies, ittiffeftf an information is lodged hy any 
private person the usual machinery Or the law will 1m* put into force. 
That is the proper course. I submit, for any member of the public who 
complain* of wrong-doing to take. Why is it that no complaint of that 
kind was Itftiged even though a direct invitation was made to to
come forward? It ennnqt liave l»een for luck of witnesses; we tire tol<! that 
there are shoals of w ftnesses and some of the members know their names 
But for reasons best known to those concerned, it s^ems evidence will not 
be put forward in the way the law provides for, but it is to be adduced 
after an atmosphere has been created by means of Insinuations und 
appeals to religious prejudice. But, apart from that, if nn\b<Hly comes 
forward and makes an allegation we have said we an* to filing to make an 
inquiry, either magisterial or departmental, according to the circum­
stances of the case. The inquiry into the Mcchonhu»ti'* incident waa 
departmental; into t ^  Kntally and How rah incident s it was magi­
sterial. But does an inquiry of that kind satisfy our <'rtftr̂ nF When 
we ha$ the magisterial inquiry at Howrah the non-co-operation party 
abstained from giving evidence; at the Mntallv inquiry the 1'eopje*4 
Protection Society, of which'we have heard so much this afternoon* 
stated that they would not give e\ idence, and even in the case of a Convic­
tion by a court- as we had an instance a few day# #go~ even the fact that 
statements have been proved in court to be false and even criminal 
does not carry conviction to members who repeat them here. Well, Sir, 
that in the policy of Government in regard to these complaints. If there 
are complaints to be made, let them be lodged in the proper way. If 
they are not lodged in Improper way before a court, let some one coiije 
forward and make an Inmioritative statement before the KxecitHve. 
W* cannot lend ourselves to the tactics which are usually adopted io 
tlieae matters. W'e have in the beginning a flood of anonymous and 
vague allegations in tlfce paper#, to Which 1 previously alluded here in 
connection with Chandpur, and of which I can give another striking 
example in SOlinectujn with this very Mechuabawir affair. Thi* is what 
appeafirf the \a§ak  of the 2f»th December:— A

Lawlealne** ha# oome into exiatence in Calcutta, From the report* being 
i t  would teem tbat the •tirreu  of the Kartol ban driven the authorities 

iTmtinbi also be*n received of the police haring eet fire \*> a hut near
C M p tf Road i f f  Meofcuihasar Road rmsiing U*t night. Thou* mmmg out of the 
b u t  mtiee aaaaultod and »hot. Eren thm mopping. a*seti1tft anti blank frring aw r»>n- 
tinntng. It i» said that three oorpeei were tfp i away in a fire-briged* motor.

The polk* are atated to hare looted the ibopi and aomt shop-keeper* are under 
t r m i .  Thare ana mark* of blood on CeittraJ Areooe a t the Mechuabasar crowing 
I t  w said that hurt night the moeqoe at Mechnabasar waa broken open and an entry
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effected. The police are Mid to have entered premises No. 129-7, Harrisoti&oad, 
and looted IU. 700 worth of goods. Buttons, badges, etc., belonging to the police 
mere left behind. Tiro men were so severely assaulted that they hare been taken 
to the Marwari Visudhanand Hospital. I t is also stated that Raja Basar was looted 
early this morning.

That is a good example of these tactics which are persist«ntly follow- 
ed. This is the first stage—to get irresponsible newspapers to make 
virulent statements. That in followed by an informal inquiry, and when 
the ground is well prepared, the question is brought up in this Legis-* 
lative Council with a demand for a non-official inquiry. Now to these# 
tactics we cannot lend ourttfoeti and to these requests we cannot accede.
I put it to the Council thtil in these matters, as has been painted out by 
Mr. Travers, members are apt to misunderstand their functions. This 
Council has been given an important position in the administration of 
the province; it has almost a paramount voice in matters of finance and 
legislation, and on general matter* it can, through the medium of reso­
lutions, advise Government, But I know of no Legislative Assembly in 
the world which seeks to constitute itself into a kind of super-tiibunal 
for the trial of Government servants—Government servants who arc 
merely trying to discharge their duties. These trials are to be held 
after an atmosphere of suspicion has been created, and without any of 
the safeguards which are provided for bv the proper judicial machinery 
which the law contemplates. That was never a function which t̂he 
Council was intended to perform, and it is a function which is entirely 
unfitted to perforin. In this particular matter all these tactics have been 
used to discredit the police, in respec t of whom I submit that special 
obligations lie on the Executive Government which we are bound to 
recognise. Our j>olic« are entitled to protection in the performance of 
the difficult work which devolve* upon them, and that protection is not 
afforded if they are exposed to the line of attack which has been advocated 
this afternoon. Again, there is the matter of the discipline of the police. 
Obviously, in the police, which in some respect resembles the army, a 
high standard of discipline must be maintained, But it in impossible to 
do so if we are to adopt the line of judging* the acts of the police by a 
non-official inquiry of the kind now suggested. No army in the wodd 
would tolerate such a thing, and in no country of the world would such 
a suggestion be adopted. For all these reason** Sir, I put U to the 
Council tfiat this theory of police lawlessness in Calcutta from the 
17th of November onwards, has in no way been substantiated. There 
has been regrettable lawlessness since that date, hut the police hwW been 
the restraining influence and they have exercised their influence in a 
manner ^rhieh, taken as a whole, is more worthy of our graise our 
condemnation. For these reasons, Sir. I am not preparojvo acceptthis 
recommendation which has beei^put before us.

M m SURBNDRA HATH MALLIK: From what has fallen from 
the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheelet I gather that as only a few isolated
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co m p la in ts  had  reached h im  th at  in proof co n c lu s iv e  to  h is  m ind there wan 
no etna® o f  g r ie v a n c e  at  a ll .  H e  has  m oreover  com pla ined  o f  the  ta c t ic s  
of  th e  non-official#  in b r in g i n g  th ese  reso lu t ions  here,  1 com pla in  on the  
other  hand o f  th e  t a t t i e s  o f  G o v er n m en t  as recent ly  and repeatedly  
e x h ib i ted  in  th e  c o m m u n u fu es  w hich have  ! w n  published .  Does  the  
th e  H o n ’ble  M em ber,  for G over n m en t  k n o w  that th ese  eommunitjuh  do 
not s a t i s fy  or  d ec e ive  a n y b o d y  ¥ T he  days  o f  red-hot e yes  ami chuprao 
*eport» are over  and w e  now stand upon our r ig h ts  and we want to have  
the pol ice  un der  proper control.  W e  do  not care  to li s ten to such  
r&eaningless  argument** that no I /eg i s la t iveJ^ ounc i l  in the world  would  
be p erm itted  to  tak e  up th is  a t t i tu d e  o f  A*%^pi| |^ ibunal.  Hut, Sir ,  the  
H on 'b le  M em ber c o n v e n ie n t ly  forge ts  to renieitfber that now here  in th e  
world th ere  is such a L eg i s la t iv e  Council  as ours.  Sir ,  th is  dynrchia l  
system  has proved to he hopele ss  and thi* L eg i s la t iv e  Council  is abso lu te ly  
he lp less ,  and the ( io v er n m en t  arc t a k in g  a d v a n ta g e  o f  that he lp les sn ess .

N o t h i n g  in e x te n u a t io n  has  b#ftH ea id  b y  S ir  Henry W h e e le r  as  
regards the  Kntally  affair. M uch has  been said  of  th e sh o o t in g  o f  th e  
cons tab le  at Mechuahaznr.  That incidewit which still  le n ia iu s  shrouded  
in m y s tery  is u n q u est io n a b ly  n deplorable  one.  Hut what about th e  
Indian w ho « a s  shot dead at Kntal ly  and about whom the H o n ’ble 
M em ber has  not spoken a word.  A man w a s  k il led there by the Civil  
G u a fd  in broad d av l ig l f t .  W h a t  about th a t?  W h a t  about the serioup 
assault  c o m m it ted  on passers-by  for ovci a le n g th  of  a mile  by the Civil  
Guard and serg e a n ts  and a num ber of  loots  c o m m it te d  bv them on the  
way at Kntally ? Has  Sir  H en ry  W h e e le r  said  a n y t h in g  about it P

CHIEF SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT (Mr. H. L. Stephenson):
May I rise to a point o f  order?  T he Kntally  affair  is  tub  jmher*

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENTi You should  not refer  to th e m atter  
which  is tub jut/ice.

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: W a s  it not }u<Itcr when  
Sir  H e n r y  W h e e le r  a l lu ded  to  i t ?  It is sub juflirr  to m e  and not to h im  ! 
1 did not refer  to  it by a s in g le  word in my o p e n in g  speech.

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: May I offer a word of  
e x p la n a t io n ?  I th ink  th e  Council  wil l bear m e out  w hen I say  th at  T 
h ave  never  referred to  anv  o f  the deta il*  of that inc ident.  •

Baby SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: Nor would  I refer  to any  o f  
th e d e t a i l s #  I s im p ly  m ent ion  the fact that a man was  k i l led  and no th­
ing  w a s  done  in the  m at ter  and that we w'ant an inquiry ,

Aa regards  Hie M echuahaaar inc ident,  the H o n ’ble Member snid  
th at  op p o rtu n ity  w as  taken to  rouse  the r e l ig io n s  efc im ositv  o f  a certa in  
section  o f  th e  people .  S p e a k in g  for m y U l f ,  I m a y  s a y  th at  in m y  refer­
en ce  to  th e  Mecbuaba*ar in c id en t ,  I did not for one  m om ent try to  rouse  
r e l i ^ o u s  a n im o s i t y .  I  did not sa y  one  word about i t  and I w ould
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leave  it to those  who have  seen and suffered from the incident to speak 
for themselves.  W h e r e  then are the  tactics? I t  i» the Government 
who employ tactics  in your communiqufo.  Y o u  publish  in  your  
communiqufo  inform ations which only  reach the H o n ’ble M em ber from 
the paraicallaa, then through the Inspector,  the A ss is ta n t  Commissioner,  
the Deputy  Commiss ioner and the Commissioner ofj Po l ice .  T he  reports  
of those very pol icemen whose conduct is in question  are 
flourished befort» us  with a li t t le  retouching  by a ski l l fu l  hand and th is  is 
the th ing  to which an im posin g continenta l  name of commvniqut  has  
been g iven und we are here called upon to accept that as  gospel.  W e ,  
however,  refuse to do that.  I have gathered what took jjlace there.  I 
have neen injuries  on men and women by the dozens. I have  seen door* 
battered and the boxes  forced open. I have heard from people  
whom 1 have  questioned that when th ey  went to the local police  to lodge  
information they  were to ld— Gandhi ha pax jao (go to (Gandhi). Thif  
was the repl\ they received and in the face o f  these facts , rati the Hon'ble  
Mem}**!' stand up and say that there was no compla int  and that thi 
people did not come to lodge com pla in ts?  I f  a commit tee  of inquiry h  
formed,  all this  evidence would be placed before it and liefore the public 
in a formal way,  w h e n 1 then is the harm of cons t itu t ing  a com m ittee:  
W hy are the Government afraid of a com m ittee  if every th in g  is all 
right?  W h y  do th ey not accede to our request? They know very* we!/  
that their i'tnnmumquvA are not accepted by the people. I f  it were not 
.so, where was the necessity of inst i tu t in g  libel cases against newspaper* 
in the Pol ice Courts at so much expense over the affair o f  a seriou* 
assault on a lady by a D eputy  Commissioner at Hhawanipur  
quite  recently?  T hey  had already published a communique as regard* 
the alVair. Then why this nervousness?  W h y  again  have these  
cases been in st i tuted? W h y  is all this  money being wasted?  
It is only  because they know full well that the people do not believe their 
communiques and therefore they felt that it was necessary  for them to 
get  some sort o f  magis teria l g lo ss  and support to it. W e  understand all 
this. W e  are not c hildren here. W e  may be a subject-race, but we are 
not fool*. W e  c*an very v e l l  understand that these cases have been  
brought only to g a g  our mouths by m ak ing  the m atter  somehow  
suh jutlict. W hat is the good of say ing  all that? W h y  npt honestly 
say that we lire a m igh ty  Government and we do not care to accept your 
su ggest ion s .  Hy all means we will  then keep rhup  over it. W e  have 
been told that first of  all we make vague ins inuations  in the Press which  
we then follow up by questions and then by resolutions in the Council.  
That is our tactics.  I emphatically  deny this. If however, these are 
tactic#Chen publish ing  in Government communiquh  statements of 
policethen which artgfc^olute ly  false and then prosecute people at public 
expcnw through^Hefed offen&rs-~is not that tactic# as well and that 
of a h ig h ly  questionable  character? Things which we know personally 
to be false—are we not entitled to say so? This is not the proper W|y of
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.meeting n» when we ask for more light. What are we to do? We ap­
proached His Excellency—we asked him to help us in t¥e situation, we 
prayed for his help in this matter, we pmyed (or j\, deputation to place 
definite facts before His Excellency, but we were told that nothing good 
would come out of it and that no useful purpose would be served by tfiviug 
us a hearing. Are w#e going to be told that useful purpose can only be 
served by issuing cofiimuniquts to the effect that the polite are ho many 
angels! Would this story be believed in this country ? lit pit may publish 
your commvniqut any number of them, but we do not believe them. 
What I said at the time of the adjournment of the House two months ago, 
I repeat now jyid that is that we should control the hooligans as well as 
the police and that therein the safety lies. Do not give us mere 
coinmunujuts. They are believed by nobody. I do not like to say any­
thing more, but I say this that beyond reading out police reports nothing 
has been shown by Sir Henry Wheeler as to why there is no nec essity for 
making any inquiries into thane incidents in which the Civil Guards and 
the police have run amok and beaten anybody and every body twid looted 
several places. There was a man shot dead at Kntally and so far as we 
know it was all over the purchase of some oranges by the* Civil Guard 
who took them away without payment.

Tha Hon’ble Sir HE^RY WHEELER: May I rise to a point of 
order? This refers to the Kntally case which is rub jtuln e.

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: 1 am speaking about a thing 
whuh is not fuh }u<hce. That magistrate is sitting simply for ascer­
taining the cause of the death of one poor Indian, “ name- unknown M 
and nothing else. I am not speaking al>out the cause of the death of 
this unfortunate man I merely allude to the incident which occurred 
at Kntally, namely, the death of an Indian, for the purpose of showing 
the neces>it\ of an inquiry into the whole range of those incidents of 
which this was only a part and a small one. The Hon’ble Member 
said that the duties of the Army and the Police arc somewhat similar as 
they are both subject to a high standard of discipline. I believe that it 
is owing to this strong sense of discipline that they beat people indiiicri* 
minately, robbed the oranges of a poor man and looted others right and 
left at Kntallv and fired at men from the roof of a house. *• ^

Tha DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: You had better not allude fo that 
incident.

Babtt SORENDRA NATH MALLIK: A* you please, Kir, I have 
done. A

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur! May 1 , ffee to a pofet of 
explanation? Sir Henry Wheeler said that the DepntylJommissioner of 
Police, Northern Division, asked me for information about the persons
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whose shops were looted. I amphatically deny that the Deputy Com- 
misaioner askefl me anything about it.

Tha Hon’bl* Sir HENRY WHEELER: May I correct the member? 
I did not say that he asked him for information about the persons whose 
shops hud beef) looted. My information is that he asked him to produce 
the complainants.

Raj RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: I emphatically deny that. 
The Deputy Commissioner never came to me nor did he inquire anything 
of the kind. No official communication was mada to me either. #

Babu Surendra Nath Mallik’s resolution was then put to the vote, the 
other resolutions on the subject having been withdrawn and a division 
was taken with the following result

AYES.

Afial, Nawabiada K. M., Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmad, Khan Bahadur, Mauivi Emaduddln. 
Ahmad, Khan Bahadur, Mauivi Waslmuddln. 
Ahmad, Mauivi Ataharuddin.
Ahmad, Mauivi Raft Uddin.
Ahmad, Mauivi Yakulnuddin.
Ahmad, Munthl Jafar.
All, Mr. Syad Nailm.
All, Munahf Amir.
All, Munthl Ayub.
Arhamuddln, Mauivi Khandakar.
Axam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamad. 
Banarjaa, Ral Bahadur Ablnai Chandra. 
Bhattacharjl, Babu Nam Chandra.
Boaa, Mr. S. M
Chaudhurt, Babu Klihorl Mohan.
Chaudhurl, Ral Harandranath.
Cahan, Mr. 0. J.
Oa, Babu Fanlndralal.
Outta, Babu Annada Charan.
Outta, Babu Indu Bhuthan.
MSB* *hah »**d Emdadul.
Hai|, Mauivi Ckramui.
Hutaaln, Mauivi Muhammad Madaatur. 
Karim, Mauivi Abdul.

Karlf%Maulvl Fartul.
Khan, Mauivi Hamldud-dln.
Khan, Mauivi Md. Rafkqua Uddln.
Makramall, Munthl.
Malllk, Babu turandra Nath.
Mltra, Ral Bahadur Mahandra Chandra. 
Maltra, Dr. Jatlndra Nath.
MukharJI, Babu tatlih Chandra.
Mukharjaa, Babu Mitya Dhon.
Nakay, Mirrt> Muhammad All. *
Natkar, Babu Ham Chandra.
Pal, Ral Bahadur Radha Charan.
Rauf, Mauivi thah Abdur.
Ray, Kumar thlb Shakharoawar.
Ray, Ral Bahadur Upandra LaL 
Ray Chaudhurl, Mr. KrUhna Chandra.
Ray, B«bu Nallnl Nath.
Ray, Maharaja Bahadur Kahaunlah Chandra. 
Roy, Mr. BIJoy Proud Singh.
Roy, Mr. Tarlt Bhutan.
Ray, Ral Bahadur Lattt Mohan tlned.
Ray, Raja Manlloll Singh.
Sarfcar, Babu Jogaah Chandra.

_ Slnha, Babu Surtndra Narayan. 
Suhrawardy, Mr. Hutayn Sbahoad.

HOES.

Banarjaa, tha Hanbia Sir Surondra Nath. 
Barton, Mr. H.
Blat, Mr. S. K.
Bompaa, Mr. C. H.
Cfcaudfcurt, ttio Hon‘Ma tt»a Nawab Salyld 

Hawaii An, Khan Bahadur.
DaUtlo, Mr. 4* A.
Duval, Mr. H. P.
Pronofc, Mr. f. C. 
form tar, Mr. J. Campbot.
Oooda, Mr. S. W.
N»ftdla**L-Col. C. D. M,
Hop*m> mr, w. s.
HwitlNciard, Mr. 0. T. ' ,f 
iamoa, J»r. R. H. L. U*a»«r«.
Karr, (Da Hon'tta Mr.4. H.
I m  M r. x

Larmour, Mr. F. A.
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur t l  Bartfaaa, 

tho Honbfe 
Mlttor, tha Hon'bla Mr. P. C.
M argon, Mr. 0.
Raa, Mr. W. R.
Rahim, tha Nan’bia Sir Abd-wr  .
Sklimor, Mr. H. C.
Spry, Mr. H. C.
Start, Mr. K. A.
Stapbaaoon, Mr. M. L.
Swan, Mr. J. A. L.
Travora, Mr. W. L 
Watob, Mr. C, P.

.Wlmlii, tin Man*Ma Mr Hoary. 
Weraeewm, Mr. W. C.
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Politfeal MptoitatiM «f Indian labour.
 ̂ *

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: I mote that “ this
Council recommends to the Uo\ eminent that an inquiry be made into 
the causes and agencies leading to political exploitation of Indian labour 
within the last 12 months in Bengal/*

The wording o f  the resolution may appear to nutny as rather vague. 
What I mean is the use of ignoiant Indian labour as pawn in the revo­
lutionary propaganda which has been at full swing throughout the

• country. *
In the ct^prse of my investigations of a few labour disputes, I mean 

strikes and also in connection with my Trade Union Inquiry, I founu 
out marks of political activities oi a doubtful character which I considei 
inimical to the welfare of Indian labour. Let me give you just a fev\ 
instances. There was a Trade Union Congress held in Jherriah before 
last Christmas with most praiseworthy object*, rtz., to formulate laboui 
grievances and specially to f o c u s  p u b l i c  attention to the w'retched 
conditions of the Indian miners. They discussed all sorts of things from 
Jalianwallabagh to the imprisonment of Mohamed AI i, the Taff Vale 
Case and sicaraj and all the rest of it and more than 20,000 coal miners 
were made to attend from day to day to hear things which had very 
remote connections writh problems o f  their bread and they were made 
to lose 2 or U days’ wages. Spe< ml cablet* running to (i.OOO words were 
drafted giving a vivid description o f  the greatest labour demonstration 
India has ever seen and sent to the Daily Herald and other communist 
papers m Europe. There was a racial excitement resulting in mar pit 
and arrest of a few miners. The Bombay telegraph office fortunately 
refused to transmit the message as being objectionable. Had the 
message appeared in the Herald, Kuropean lalxmr politicians and 
communists and syndicalists would have declared in no uncertain terms 
that united Indian labour demands that the British should quit India 
for good or that India is ripe for syndicalism. I call this, Sir, exploita­
tion of labour of a very doubtful character. Take the strike of the 
dock labourers in January last over the unfortunate ill-treatment of a 
dock coolie who dared to put a Gandhi cap on. The strikers demanded 
the immediate release of Mr. C. It. Das, who was then an under-trial 
prisonef, which sounded very much like direct action. It was a strike 
which was distinctly political and non-economic and not for*allevmtioi» 
in the conditions of the employment of the dockers. Sir, we have a 
▼ery bitter memory of a direct action of this kind over the Assam-Ben- 
gal Railway. It was a political strike and ttraraj was dangled before 
the strikers. It was a sympathetic strike declared in sym pat^  with the 
refusal of the poor tea garden coolies to continue their work in sinful 
gardens—it was a direct actio* against the outrageous conduct of the 
murderous Goorkhas at the instigation of a sat&ftic Government. I 
shall quote instances of what happened within a few miles of this city.



J u U  m ill  cimlie.s o f l ia n u ia ifn re  ujiiI K is h ra  w e re  p e r s u a d ^  to  p a r a d e
t h e  s t r e e t s  of C a l c u t t a  p r io r  to  (he  D e c e m b e r  h arta l to  c o u r t  a r r e s t  a n d  
g o  fo  ju i l  fo r  t h e  s a k e  o f  m o t h e r l a n d .  T h e y  w e re  went {or t r i a l  t o  
J o r a b a g a n  C o u r t  a n d  w h e n  a s k e d  by  th e  M a g i s t r a t e  th e y  d id  n o t  k n o w  
w h a t  wan harta l o r  sirara j, bu t  t h e y  w e re  not  a f r a id  o f  th e  j a i l .  I  cal l 
th is ,  S ir ,  a  d e l ib e ra te  a t t e m p t  to  e x p lo i t  i g n o r a n t  l a b o u r  fo r  r e v o lu ­
t i o n a r y  p u rpose* .  T h e y  w ere  g iv e n  an  h o u r  to  r e c o n s id e r  t h e i r  p o s i t ion  
a n d  e x p re ss  r e g r e t .  T h e y  ra n i#  a u t  of th e  C o u r t  room  in to  th e  c o m p o u n d  
a n d  w ere  p ro m p te d  by y o u n g  s choo l-buys  w ho  ^ c t e d  as  sco u ts ,  to  r e fu s e  
t o  e x p re s s  r e g r e t .  T h e y  went  to  ja i l  all r i g h t ,  b u t  w e re  r e f u s e ^  w o r k  
a l t e r  re lease  by th e  Mill M a n a g e r  am i  I  h a d  to  f ig h t  t h e i r  case  out 
be fo re  Mr. L a i tg fo id  J a m e s ,  an  h o n 'h l e  m e m b e r  o f  t h i s  C ounci l .  I t  
c au s ed  a s t i i k e  a n d  m en wen* idle for a n u m b e r  of d a y s  a n d  h u n d r e d s  
to  m y k n o w le d g e  had to  r e t u r n  h om e  as  t h e re  was p ra c t i c a l l y  a lock  out 
fo l low ing  th e  s t r ik e .

1 'f lhall now deal  w i th  a n o th e r  a spec t  of th i#  e x p lo i ta t io n  spec ia l ly  by 
th e  K h i la t f i t i s t s  in the  j u t e  mil! a re a .  F i e r y  spee ches  m e  de livened 
r e g u la r ly  to the  m i l l -h an d s .  T h e \  d e m a n d  in t h e  n a m e  of th e  K h i l a f a t ,  
t h e  rev is ion  of th e  T r e a t \  of S ev res ,  e v a c u a t io n  of th e  G r e e k s  an d  so 
f o r th .  La&rucd in te l l e c tu a l s  m a \  u n d e r s t a n d  th i s  s lo g an ,  bu t  it is 
beyond  th e  c o m p re h e n s io n  of  th e  m i l l - h a n d s ,  s teep ed  in i g n o r a n c e  not  
on ly  by fo re ig n  ru le  bu t  b \  r e l ig io u s  a n d  socia l p r e ju d ic e s  ai^d 
super st it ions

S uch  p r o p a g a n d a  based  on the  q u e s t i o n a b le  d o c t r in e  o f  u t i l i s i n g  th e  
ig n o ra n c e  of th e  m asse s  in o lde r  to m a k e  th e m  do the  b i d d in g  of  th e  
C o n g re ss  or  th e  K h i la fa t  C o m m i t t e e  c a n n o t  W  e x p e c te d  to  p ro d u c e  th e  
d e s i r ed  re s u l t .  If  the  m asses  a re  to be d ra w n  in to  th e  s t r u g g l e  fo r 
n a t io n a l  freedom ,  it will not he done  b \  e x p lo i t i n g  th e i r  ig n o ra n c e .  
T h e i r  co n sc io u s n es s  mus t  be l u i - e d  first of a ll.  T h e y  m u s t  k n o w  w ha t  
t h e y  a r e  f ig h t in g  to r.  T h e \  m us t  be m a d e  to f ight fo r  t h e i r  im m e d ia te  
ueeds .  T h e i r  a s p i r a t i o n s  ot life  a re  to ge t  sufficient  food a n d  c lo t h i n g  
a n d  en jo y  ba re  c o m fo r t s  of life an d  th e y  c o n s t i t u t e  90  p e r  c en t ,  of o u r  
people .  I m ean  th e  m a ss e s  in c lu d in g  r a iy a t s  a n d  w o rk e r s .  All 
p r o g r a m m e  m u s t  be d r a g g e d  dow n  f rom  th e  h e i g h t s  of  a b s t r a c t  idea l i sm  
a n d  m a d e  c o n s is ten t  w i th  the  su p p ly  of t h e i r  m a t e r i a l  needs .  T h a  
o b je c t iv e  o f  t h e i r  f ight sh o u ld  ne t  be d e s e r t s  of M eso p o ta m ia  a n d  A ra b ia  
o r  C o n s t a n t in o p le  bu t  sh o u ld  be found  in th e i r  h u t s  a n d  w o rk s h o p s .  
T h e y  s t i^uld  be he lped  in t h e i r  econom ic  fight  — th e  e te r n a l  s t r u g g l e  of 
th e  r a iy a t  am i th e  coolie fb r  b a re  e x i s t e n c e .  I n s t e a d  o f  g e t t i n g  a n y  
A ssis tance  t o  k e e p  the  wolves out o f  doo r  from th e i r  N a t io n a l i s t  f r ien d s ,  
th e s e  poo r  w a g c - e a r n e r s  a r e  m a d e  to  s u b s c r ib e  l a r g e  s u m s  to w a rd s  An go- 
111 a n d  o t h q j  fu n d s .  I n s t e a d  of  u t i l i s i n g  e v e ry  c h a n c e  to  m a k e  e x t r a  few 
a n n a s  as  t b a y  had  d u r i n g  R o y a l  V i s i t  t h e y  a re  m a d e  to  obaerve  hartals, 
a so r t  o f  s p i r i t u a l  s ac r if i f¥s  a s  m y f r i en d  Mr.  A. 0 .  I ) u t t  o b s e rv e d  t h e  
othei* d a y .  t h e  t r u e  m e a n i n g  o f  w h ich  th e i r  i g n o r a n t  m in d  c a n n o t  
c o m p re h e n d .  T h e s e  s t r ik e s  a n d  hartals, t h e y  a r e  to ld ,  p r e p a r t  the
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grouad for a \a tio n a l or a genera! strike leading lo peremptory at&kitu. 
meet of aaaraj—a sort of revival of good old days when no on# had 
any trouble about food and clotliing. Sir, this kind of idealism or 
mysticism may appeal to those who have no cares for the morrow. To *■ 
a simple wage-earner who works <for his bread and w ho hardly gets tw<r** 
square meals a day, it sounds like a miracle that su'araj will synchronies 
with the removal of all his sufferings. I t is a great misfortune to thi> 
large body of industrial workers and detrimental to their interest that 
the racial factor is lately iiifroduoed into their disputes. It is with a 
Reeling etff repulsion 1 recall experiences of a strike and subsequent 
lock-out of the workers of the Indian Standard Wagon Company at 
Hirapur nea?Asansol. A poor Chinaman Supervisor was clone to death 
and the European eugineei was -eveiely assaulted. The Manager of a 
jute mill in lihoosery was beaten and the latest victim of this nuir pit 
mania is the Manager of a jute mill in Tittagarh. A spirit of disobe­
dience to constituted authont\ ha- its echo in the mills, mines and 
plantations and it is becoming moie and more difficult to maintain the 
authority of management ~*hio matter whether that management i s  

Indian or Kuropean oi Ameiicun; Irish “ Larkinisui “ seems to be 
peeping in the industrial horizon. One1 is reminded of the ''great Belfas 
and Dublin strikes engmeeied by Jim Larkin. Kvcn l^aikin though he 
fought tooth and nail g a in 'd  Belfast masters to ledress the dockers' 
economic grievances, he never incited Irish laboui for the overthrow of 
the English Government, neithei did he allow the millions of Irish work­
ers to be* exploit eel foi the great Sinn 1‘Vin movement. I have the great­
est respec t for one or two s^icen laboui woikeis belonging to the 
extremist camp They never seek to impose* th«*n political views tm the 
simple work-folks for whose economic uplift thcv sacrifice valuable time 
and money. No one knows moie intimately than Mahatma (Jandhi the 
miserable conditions under which millions of “ honest ” workers eke 
out their existence and no one is more anxious that this saviour of the 
depressed classes to protect the-.** poor souls from economic, social and 
political exploitation. In fact it was he who had the courage of convic­
tion to declare during his tour in Assam that the Railway strike there 
was a very sad business and tl at “ direct ” ac tion should never have 
been resorted to. Not until this declaration did it dawn upon Bengal 
leaders that labour should be lei I severely alone. The Mahatma rei>e&tad 
the same declaration after the terrible tragedy in Bombay And te le­
graphed to Calcutta to avoi<[ politic al exploitation of labour as it is * 
absolutely unripe for his non-violent mission. His chela* have either 
misunderstood his injunctions or have deliberately di«d!>eyed them. 
One word more about this terrible strike on the j»ajor portion of the East 
Indian Railway system and I have done. It hajLbeen described in news­
papers that the recent strike is a purely political one. It is very difficult 
to judge from insufficient evidence whether the outburst was engineered 
for political purposes. One thing is certain that there is a new conscious­
ness of*eelf-respect—a new spirit of comradeship which is m eridenoe
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amottg Indian workmen to-day. Thin rising spirit which did not exist 
before in the same degree as it is now is responsible for resentment for, 
and even retaliation against ill-treatment, abuse or assault. It is this 
spirit which is at the bottom of this Railway strike. I t is more og less 
an industrial insurrection than a strike. Petty grievances of the menial 
staff, such as refusal to grant leave or chastisement for ordinary mis­
conduct not in Tundla alone but in almost all tbe' locomotive sheds 
throughout the line have been exploited by so-called labour workers 
who have more zeal for work than practical knowledge of labour 
conditions. * •

The strike which originated at Tundla as a result of alleged assault 
on a fireman, Hunilal, by u drivei and a shunter has many features 
common to the last strike at Jhajha. Jhajha strike was the outcome 
of a rumour that an Indian fireman was done to death by a European 
driver. It was proved by a judicial inquiry that the death was flue to 
au act of God, viz., an accident und not the act of the European driver, 
but that did not arrest the spread of the strike to almost all the locomotive 
Nheds in liihar lesulting in complete dislocation of trade and specially 
c/ml mining. We had aiiHtiquitv in which the men were strongly 
represented but Khilafatists appeared on the scene from Madhupore and 
had tbe inquiry boycotted for a while, blit better sense prevailed in the 
end. We sat from day to dav examining every possible witness ajwl 
came to an unanimous finding The European inn man against whom 
the men had grievances was compelled to take leave. In this strike .< 
committee was offered b\ the Railway (’ompan\ piovided the men 
tesumed, but rumours were spread that an inquiry would not be impartial 
arid nothing could be done. Deliberate attempts have been made lateh 
to shake all faith in inquiries nnd there the agitators' hand is clearlv 
visible. A racial factor has been deliberately introduced and agents are 
deputed all over the line to incite railway hands. I have been approached 
to mediate in the matter, but I agreed on one condition that the racial 
factor must be removed from the list of grievances, but that did not 
agree with the leaders of the Miike. The result is that the premier 
Railway line of India, the main artery of trade and commerce, is in the 
grip of an insurrection the like ot which has never been seen before. It 
is only this morning that I heard that the Bengali ciiief clerk at Asansol, 
Mr. Haxra, who was severely assaulted the other day by the strikers, 
has succumbed to his injury.

I, therefore, move that an inquiry be made how far revolutionary 
politics has entered in the industrial field and how «e can eliminate it 
and save the poor workers on whom depends the very fabric of our 
society, from being further exploited for revolutionary purposes.

MEMBER in oharjpof DEPARTMENT of COMMENCE (Mm Hon’M* 
Mr. J . H. Karr)f I  am sure we must all sympathise with Mr. Chaudhuri 
in regard to the reasons which he has for bringing this resolution before 
the Council. Mr. Chaudhuri i« well known for his sympathy with the
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labouring clasaettand for bis clear and definite views as to what* can be 
and ought to be done to forward their economic advancement. Nothing 
can be mO^l^galling to u labour leader holding these views than to see 
t h ^  unfortunate men led astray on political issue* which they oanuot 
comprehend especially when the manner in which they are put tbrward can 
do no possible good, in thin sympathy with Mr. Chaudhuri’s object, 1 
am suge, tli^  Bol otfty Government but all employers ot labour will joiu. 
Both Government) and employers of labour have only tcx> much reason 
to know what mischief has been done during recent mouths by the activi­
ties of which Mr. Chaudhuri complains.

The only difficulty 1 feef al>out Mr. Chaudhun’s resolution is his pro­
posal for#an inquiry. It is not very clear to me in what way any sort 
of foruial inquiry would help to better matters at the present moment. 
Mr. Obaudhun will, 1 think, agree that an ojien inquiry by a commit­
tee t>r some body of that kind would not Im* advisable at tlie present time 
of political and industrial unrest. If wfe do not have a regular o|n*n 
inquiry by a committee we are thrown back on some i'orm of official 
inquiry. I do not suppose that Mr. Chaudhuri means an inquiry by the 
police although in some sen**e that form of inquiry is always going on since 
it is the business of the police to keep an eye on the revolutionary activi­
ties of those wbo .seek to lead labour astray m the manner whioh Mr. 
t ’b uudhuri has descjyl>ed.

Then another possibility is an inquiry by the Lalxiur Intelligence 
Officer and in a sense an inquiry of that kind is constantly in progress 
since it is the business of that officer, as Mr. Chumlhun knows, to keep 
in touch with tk* causes oi labour unrest whether they me economic or 
whether they are jwditl^al. Hut in regard to the political side of course 
the Labour Intelligence Officer cannot do \ery much beyond deploring 
the introduction of tlii*- extraneous element m the same manner that 
Mr. ('haudhun does. Mr. ('haudhuri has been in close touch hitherto 
with the Lalmur Intelligent* Officer and lie will, I hoj>e, also be in clooo 
touch with Mr. Gilchrist "ho is shortly taking ovci that post. I suggest 
to him that instead of pressing for any particular form of inquiry at the 
present time it would 1** Mr. Chaudhurfs best policy to kmp uh informed 
of the new's that he gets of this sort of exploitation of laUiur and that 
is the policy he has pursued for the last year. I can promise on my own 
behaK and on l>ehalf of the labour Intelligence Officer that we shall 
co-operate with him as far as we can in regard to this matter by taking 
such action as it is possible to take. We will also continue to keep 
Mr. Chaudhuri in touch Vitli people whether officials or non-official* who 
dan help him in his task. That seem* to my tnind to be a more suitable 
line of action at tbe present moment than any form of regular inquiry. 
Perhaps in vie* of what I haw said Mr. Chaudhuri will not prea# for 
this inquiry.

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: In view of what 
#the Hon*hie Mr. Kerr has said, I think any inquiry by the Industrial

4*22.1 J*0UT1CAL EXPLOITATION OF LABOUR. 1U-
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intelligence Officer would be more suitable than au^ jjaqtiiry ky a com- 
mittee. 1 withdraw the resolution and accept the,aa$uraH££that those 
who art* interested in labour should co-operate in, investigating this 
matter. „ *

The rewlution wan then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn.

Radium Institute for treatment el canoer%

Mr. TAR IT BHU8AN ROY: It is with Home degree  of diff idence th at  
1 lino to move the fo l lowing  ievolution

“ This  Council recommends to  the G overnm ent that im m ed iate  s teps  
be taken for es tab l ish ing  a radium institute  in Calcutta for the treatm ent  
o f  cancer.  ”

I confess  that  I am not a member of the medical profession.  I do  not  
therefore pretend to hi m g  any s o c i a l  kn ow led ge  to boar upon th e dis ­
cussion  of thin important subject ,  but I c er ta m h  do know th is ,  thftt I 
have neen the indescribable  and ex cr u c ia t in g  sufferings  of < , i in  ei patients  
in Calcutta,  not of  one, hut of  m olt1 thali one , with in  the circle of my  
own relations. K veiyone  knows that cancer is a dreadful disease  and that 
it is no respecter of persons;  it c la im s its v ic t im s  a like from the mansions  
of*the rioli and the hovels  o f  the poor. It is no doubt true  that eveu doc«^ 
tors o f  em inence  do not know how' to g ive  rel ief to  the poor sufferers of  
this  terrible  tliseast*. Only verv recently there wan a cancer case. I have  
]HMsonal k n o w led g e  of this  case— and Dr. Kedar N ath  Das  who in known  
to be a sjwM'ialist in this  mutter,  was  at once sen teller. ^TTu* lady w*us in 
terrible  suffer ing; she had been brought all the wity to Calcutta for ex a m ­
in a t io n  by Dr. Das and he declared the case to be hopeless.  Hut Dr.  
Dus ml vised th at  the hid \ should Ik* im m ediate ly  sent to Uunchi for 
radium treatm ent;  steps  were forthwith  taken , according to his  advice,  
to send the lady to Hanchi . She was in an extrem ely  weak condit ion and 
in great suffering. After  tw o months she came back from Hanchi . The  
doctor in attendance  dec lared that the sore had healed up and that she  
was then qu ite  well.  She  has gone  home and is keep in g  well.  This  is 
an in stan ce  which I know' and about the time this  lady wa * R anch i ,  
then* were two oth er .patients who had been similarly  treated, and I am 
glad to  tell th is  H ouse  that those  two other patients  were also eurefl and  
discharged.  ’'These are the  three cases  w ithin recent tim es which T k n o #  
of.  A fter  that I had an interview with Dr. 1 ) ^ and he  said that  it was  
a s ta n d in g  reproach to  Calcutta that cancer pat ients  had to be  sen /  fnufc 
E w ig a l  to  B ihar,  and that there were no arrangem ents  for trea tm ent  o f  
oaneer in Calcutta .  T h e  question th at  im m ediate ly  put to  Dr. D as—  
not k n o w in g  a n y th in g  about radium or itir%n«rits I  natural!^afl^ced h im —  
was about the cost  o f  the introduction o f  th is  system in Calcutta and 
Dr. Da» told in«* ** Give me R*. 50,000 and I will mal^i arrangement* for 
giving rtdief to  th ese  poor aufferers.** Thaf il all tl&f I  know about it.
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I t  is not*tny owa;<fpmion, 1 do not claim any special knowledge of this 
subject* l>«\iRi§ ia the opinion of Dr. Daw himself.

Having^regard t® the fact that cancer is so fearful and frightful a 
disease, 4bat it does not reapert either rich or poor, and having regard also 
to the fact that it is possible with an expenditure of a sum of Us. £t(),000 
to give rfliiaf to ^ufterors from this tenible disease, I have thought it my 
duty lb const Before this House w ith my resolution for the establishment 
of this ins*itilt*. 1 do not think it is necessary for me to say anything 
more -her®, and 1 hope the House will give the matter its very best con­
sideration.

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: 1 b e g  to  support the reso lut ion  of  
m y  e s t e e m e d  c o l le a g u e  Mr. Tarit  B h u sa n  R o y .  R ad iu m  ha* com e into  
th erapeut ic  p rom in en ce ,  d u r in g  the last decade  and som e of  the dfsease*  
such as m a l ig n a n t  turnout.s, w hich  were  h i therto  regarded as incurable,  
are now* s h o w i n g  reasonab le  hop es  o f  cure.

K u io p e  and A m er ica ,  thero  is hurdly any im p ortant  p lace  where  
R a d iu m  I n s t i tu t e s  l m \ e  not ye t  been  fou n d ed ,  and it is  h igh  tune  that  
B e n g a l  should  p r o \ id e  one.  W e  have got  one such  in Rat-* In, but that  
is not a d e q u a te  e n o u g h  to meet the  needs  of  su f fer in g  hum anity  and,  
fu rther,  why should  not B e n g a l  be se l f -c o n ta in ed  in th is  i c s p e c t y  A 
jew  y e . i i s  a go ,  w hei* the M m to  Klectr ical A n n e x e  was establish**! in tho  
M edical T o l le g e ,  m u ch  Iiojh* was  en ter ta ined  that la d iu m  would  a lso  find 
place  th ere ,  but,  1 su p p o s e ,  the  resources  w c ie  found to be insuffic ient ,  
and th e  e n l ig h te n e d  and e d u ca te d  p rovince  of B en g a l  is s t il l w ith o u t  one  
o f  th o  la test im p jp v c g ien t  in sc ient if ic  c u ie  It n  not p oss ib le  for me  
to  g iv e  you  a n y  id ea o f  the  actua l  nunilier o f  d ea th s  from cancer  and  
sarcom a in th is  c o u n t r y ,  us several p eop le  die  o f  these d iseases ,  un*> 
d ia g n o sed  and u n trea ted ,  hut I can say th is  m u ch ,  that w e  nee a fa ir ly  
large  numl>er o f  su« h <as«*s in our piofessional p ia c t i re ,  ami us th ese  
diseases  are h a i d h  am en ab le  to <ure, except  when th e \  m e  treated from  
the very b e g in n in g ,  w h en ,  how ever  any acc urate  diagnosjN in exceed* 
ingly diff icult i f  not im p oss ib le ,  you  w i l l ,  I  ho p e ,  agr ee  w ith  m e  in the  
w is d o m  of a fford ing  fa c i l i t ie s  of any tr ea tm en t  w h ich  th ro w s  out some 
ch an c e  o f  cu i  e even  at a la ter  s ta g e .  I do not ,  how ever ,  d en y  th at  the  
tr ea tm e n t  of cancer  is s t i l l  in its  in fa n c y ,  and it w i l l  be a l o n g  t im e  be­
fore ttie m edical  profess ion  w i l l  be able  to  say  th e  last  word on the nub*

But radium treatment of cancer is certainly not less than a straw 
before a drowning nyin, and as such, must hUve the support of the Gov* 
ejpmer^ as well as Hie public, without the least possible delay.

S * u  SURENDRA NATH M A i.UK I I certainly suppgrt t&e 
of having an institu te likrt fb^yrMeh is sure to do sucli an CBt&unt of 
good to so IWge a number o£$>oor sufferers. Apart from that. However, 
the principaf difficulty is the question of money. Before we prpceed 
any further I thinjg^ay friend will do well t^commlt the Hon’b le ijin - 
jpter* and see wha^ can be done in th|A matter. There is another aspect



RABIUM INSTITUTE. [21st

of the quQ#tion that ought to be looked to, and that ie whethei^we could 
not collaborate with the ltanchi Institute and see>ii we cannot arrange 
to send up patients from Calcutta; we have also to find *oit whether 
climatic conditions of Calcutta are equal to that oi lianchi for the treat­
ment of these patient*. All these matters, all these question^ ot ways 
and mcaiH outfit to 1m» considered by the Standing Medical Committee 
with the Hon’ble Minister in charge. After that I thinli*this matter 
might be brought before,u s  h o  that we may know how we stand and what 
can be done. Otherwise it would be useless for us to p&ss a resolution 
providing for Rs. f>0,000 for a cancer institute; we do not know what 
Hum would be required. I do not for one moment object to this resolu­
tion, but 1 merelv suggest that, in the first, instance, we should obtain 
all the facts and then we can decide whether we should have our own 
institute or not.

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I am very glad 
that this matter has been brought before this House for discussion. I 
may say at once that According to expert advice which T ‘have received, 
there is still some uncertainty, a considerable^ amount of doubt, n* to 
the efficacy of radium treatment in cases or cancer. My friend, the 
mover of this resolution, has mentioned three cases ,  and 1 think he has 
suggested that in all these cases  radium treatment has been successful. 
However, T should like to have authentic information from the RancKi 
Institute with regard to them, and also any other cases which 
might have come under the treatment of the doctors engaged in that 
Institute. Several years ago. T knew a case of cancer in which radium 
treatment was resorted to and it was an unsuccessful case  altogether. 
If 1 were to mention the name o* the gentleman Concerned, the mover 
i*ouId perhaps be able to id ent ify  the case ;  it was Mr. (\ C. Dutt, the 
well-known barrister; he sufTerel from cancer,  he availed  himself of the 
radium treatment ; it helped to prolong his life but did not save it. 
That is a case within my own knowledge; but since then the treatment 
may have made greater progress and the chances of success might be 
more promising; st any rate the matter is worth* while inquiring into. 
But first let us inquire from the Ranchi Institute as to the cases of radium 
treatment that have come under investigation in that InstituteYTet us pro- 
c<nm! upon the assured basis of facts, corroborated and confirmed; that is 
the first point I desire to submit for the consideration of this House. Then 
there is the question of expense; under the X-Rny treatment it would co#t 
about Rs. 17,000. Radium treatment would cost ul about Rs. 50,000 a 
year; therefore, we should hardly be justified in embarking ujkm tkt* 
wcperiment involving this large expenditure unless we were more sure of 
the ground. Y ndertbe circumstances, t^e advice which \ would give the 
mover would be that he should witj^draw tikis motion, T, undertaking to 
place this matter before the Public Health Committee, and I  would ask my 
frienff to attend that comi^ttee and discuss the matter, and then we can 
go into the whole question of the sucresa or otherwise of the treatment of
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cancer by radium and the question of expense. Dr. Jatindra Nath Moitru 
is a member of that committee, Dr. Hassan Suhrawardv is also a member, 
and 1 undertake to invite Mr. lto\ to a meeting of the committee when 
thin matter will be discussed. Let us discuss the mutter, and if we find 
the expenditure within our means, if we are in a position to help forward 
the establishment a radium institution in Calcutta, which wuuld he 
beneficial in cases of cancer, you may depend upon it that the Govern­
ment of Bengal will do it* hest to establish such an Institute. 1 would 
;h ere for# ask the hon’ble member to withdraw his motion.

Bibu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: Would it be possible for the 
Hon’ble Minister to invite to the meeting eminent doctors like Dr. Kedar 
Nath Da a?

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: Y es.  I wil l  
in v i te  doctors .

Mr. TA R IT 'tH U SA N  ROY: After the assurance given by the 
Hon'ble Minister, I beg leave to withdraw my motion.

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn.

Amendment of the Bengal Local Self-Government Act, 1SSS.

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI: The resolution which 
stands in my name runs as follows:—

“ This Council recommends to the Government that immediate step* 
be taken to amend the Bengal l*»cal Self-Government Act of 1886 
before the general amendment of the same is taken in hand by insert inn 
suitable sections therein to empower district boards to levy fees for the 
registration of carts ,  and to impose taxes on carriages, horses, motor^ 
cars and lorries within their jurisdiction.”

I have had the advantage of having discussed this matter with the 
Hon'ble Minister. The Ifon'ble Minister is holding a Conference on the 
6th of Marfh at which flelegnte* of the district board* will attend and 
he has ^ssured me that he will place thi« matter before that Conference, 
In this connection I desire to bring to his notice thia particular point. 
When His Excellency held this Conference first about 2 years ago, T had 
the honour of bringing thin matter before that Conference, and it was 
accepted •by all the delegates assembled there, and it was notfd for 
future amendment. Now the object with which 1 have again brought 
this matter before this House, is that the general amendment #f the Act 
will take a long time and in the meantime the district boards are in 
urgent need of more money, and therefore I wanted that a short Bili 
should be introduced by the Hobble Minister to giv* effect to ibis 
resolution. *



116 WITHBRAWAL OF RESOLUTIONS. {21s t  Fbb.
v

Having regard to the assurance given by the Hon’ble Minister, I beg 
leave to withdraw this motion. •*

The motion was then, by ljp̂ ve of the Council, withdrawn.

Withdrawal of resolutions,

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA 0A8 CUPTA Bahadur be ing  absent,  
the fo l lowing  resolution stand ing  in his  name,  was deemed to  ̂be  with-*  
drawn :—  ^  \  •

“  This  Council recommends to the Government that a c om m ittee  of  
retrenchment or e co n o n n ,  composed of a fe w  official ana non-official  
members of this  Council,  be forthwith consti tu ted to exam ine  the financial  
side of every department of the ud nunist ia t ion ,  and to advise  the G ov­
ernment as lo how and where economies  and retrenchm ents  can be 
effected without m ar l in g  the efficiency of  the adm inistrative  w o r k .” 

The fo l lowing  resolut ion s tanding  in the name of Kumar Shili  
Kheklmreswar Hay w h s , by leave of the Council,  wPthdrawn:—

** This  Council recommends to the Government that all the {towers 
of a jwilice officer conferral on thw members of the body known as the  
Calcutta Civil Guard, he immediately withdrawn.

The fo l lowing  resolution s tanding  in the nainv of Hahu Surendra  
Nath Mall ik was, b\ leave of the Council , w ithdrawn; -

“ This  Council recommends to the ( iovernm ent that the Calcutta  
Civil Guard* be discharged and disbanded  

The Council here adjourned for 15 minutes.
After  the adjournment.

Adjournment.

Maulvi ABDUR RAUF rose to address  the Council,  but there be ing  
no quorum, the Council adjourned till r.M. on the 22nd Februarv,  
1922, at the Town Hall ,  Calcutta .



1022.] QUESTIONS. 117

Proceedings of the Bevtg»l Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Covernn^nt of India Act.

Thk Council met in the Council Chaml>er in tin* Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Wednesday, the 22nd Febiuarj, 1922, at 3 i* m.

Present:

The Deputy-President m the (’hair, three Hon’ble Member* of the 
Kxecutive Council (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadttr of Hurd- 
wan being absent), the Hon’ble the three Ministers and S4 nominated 
and elected members.

Starred Question 

(to whioh oral answer was given). 

Cellular confinement of two political prisoners.

*XX. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: («> W ilt  the l lm i 'b le  the  
M em ber  in ch a r g e  o f  ^he D e p a r tm e n t  of K ev en u e  ( . fa ils )  Im* p leased to 
state  whether it is a fact that one  Naresh C h a n d ia  l .ah ir i ,  a p o l i t ica l  
prisoner co n v ic ted  under section 17 ( / )  of the C r im in a l  Law (A m e n d m e n t )  
Act of 1908 and s en tenced  to 'i m o n th * ’ r ig o io u s  i m p r i s o n m e n t , and hi* 
brother Probh as  C handra  L ahir i ,  an u n d e t tr ia l  p o l i t ica l  prisoner ch arged  
under the  sam e section of  the sam e Act ,  have  been confin ed in s o h t a n  
cell* in th e  P a h n a  d is tr lc  t ja i l ?

(b) If the answer to id) is in the affirmative, will the llon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state the reasons for, and the authority under 
which, they have l»een *n confined, the first aftei, and the last before, his 
conviction?

(r ) Are  th e non-official  v is itors  o f  the ja i l s  e n t i t le d  to know the  
reasons for conf in em en t  in so l i tary  ce l l sp

(fi) If the answer to (r) in in the negative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state the reasons, if any, or the rules or oiders 
of the Government for or under which thev are so debarred?

{e) Is there no rule or practice or order of the Government which 
requires mention of such confinement in solitary cell* in the convicted 
or tindertiial prisoners to be recorded on the jail record* or tickets?

if) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
•Jailors or Superintendents of the jails or the District Magistrates can, 
of their own accord, order such confinement in solitary cells before or 
after conviction?

iff) If so, is not an order or note in writing fo that effeet requi^M by 
la%or rule for such punishment?

9
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(h) Did the* non-official victors of the Pabna jail inquire into the 
reason# for confinement of the piisoners mentioned in (a) above in the 
solitary cells?

(*; If the answer  is in the aff irmative,  were th ey  su p p l ied  w ith  a ll  
the in form ations  by the J a i lor  regard ing1 such conf in em en t  on the  days  
th ey  rin ited th e ja i l  ?

(j) Th it a fact that the recent G overnm ent  com'munujue about the  
treatm ent of the pol i t ical  prisoners  in ja i l s  now, was not sent to the  ja i l  
author it ie s  of  Pahha “before the 4th J a n u a r y ,  11^2?

(k) Are the  Governm ent  c on s id e r in g  the d e s ira b i l i ty  o f  i s su in g  „ 
im m ed iate  f»rders to the  author it ie s  of all the iai>s in the Pr es id en cy  not  
to confine the po l i t ica l  pr isoners (both undertria l  and conv ic ted  I in the  
sol i tary  cel ls ,  but to g iv e  ihcm  every facil ity  for read ing ,  w r i t in g ,  
exerc ise ,  s upply  of food and b edd ing  from outs ide  and a l lo w in g  v is itors  
to see them , if  necessary?

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE |JA IL8] 
(the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim): (<n to ( / i The rneinber is jetencd to
the reply g iv en  to a s ta l l e d  quest ion  on the *»ub|ei t n^ked 1>\ 
Hiibu K is h o n  Mohan Chaudhuri at the m e e t in g  of  the 21st instant

Unstarred Questions * 

(answers to which were laid on the (able). 

Indigenous Drugs Committee.

172. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI: («> W il l  the  
H on'hle  the Minister  in ch ar ge  o f  the  D epartm ent  ot Local S e l f -G o v e r n ­
ment be pleased to s ta te  w hether  the In d ig e n o u s  D ru g s  C om m ittee  is 
sti ll  in ex i s t e n ce  in H e n g a l?

(h) If  so, will  the H on 'h le  the M inis ter  be pleased to s ta te  the loca ­
tion, personnel and records o f  a ch ievem ent  of  such c o m m it te e?

{r) If the C om m ittee  is not in e x i s t e n ce ,  w hy w as  it a b o l i sh ed ?
(fl) Are the G overnm ent con s id er in g  the d e s irab i l i ty—

(i) of h a v in g  prepared, under the1 in struct ion s  o f  th e  S u rgeon-  
G eneral ,  a deta i led  ann ual  list o f  ind igen ou s  drugs  a'ud modes  
of treatm ent in v o g u e  in various parts o f  the  prov ince ;

(ti) of m e n t io n in g  in the Annual  Medical A dm in is tra t ion  R eport ,  
the nam es  of  all such medical  officers as w ould  subnu t  the  
best c o l le c t io n ;  and  

( m l  of  p u b l ish in g  for sa le  all such l i s t s ?

(«•) W h e n  was  the Indian Pharmaco |wria  compiled b \  G overnm ent  
p u b l is h e d ?  v

( / )  Are the G overnm ent  con s id e r in g  the d es irab il i ty  of  p u b l is h in g  
periodically  Indian Pharmacopoeia  l ik e  the B ri t ish  Pharraacopceia ?
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M IN ISTER  in charge of D EPA R TM EN T  of LO CAL SELF* 
G O V ER N M EN T  (the Hon'ble S ir Surendra Nath Banerjea): {M and
(r) N o  I n d ig e n o u s  D r u g s  C o m m itte e  w as  appointed  for Bengal. In 
1901 the G overn m en t  of  India  appointed an I n d ig e n o u s  D ru gs  C o m m it­
tee for the e x te n s io n  of  the use  of drugs  in d ig en o u s  to India* A, sepa­
rate C om m itte e  cal led  th e I n d ig e n o u s  D ru g s  M anufacture  C om m ittee  
b u s  app ointed  by that G o v e r n m e n t  in 1919, and the Ind igenou s  Drugii  
C om m ittee  was d is so lved  b \  the G overnm ent of  India in 19^0.

(r) A “  P h a r m a c o p e i a  of India ” was  issued b\ the India Office in
• ISfiS, h a v in g  been prepared b\  Dr. Kdward W a r in g ,  a s s is to 4  by a C om ­

m it tee  appointed  for the purpose .
{<1) and ( / )  T hose  are m atters  for the G o \r r n m e n t  of India and the  

D rugs  M anufacture  C om m itte e  would  be the propei a u t h o i i ty  to deal  
with th em .

Managing oommittees for Middle English and Middle Vernacular 
Schools.

173. Babu HEM  C H A N D R A  B H A T T A C H A R J I : <.m W ill the
H o n ’ble the M m isto i  m i h a ig e  of  the Departm ent of Kducntion In* pleased  
to s ta te  w bother it i",« fart that each H igh  Kngl ish  School or C ollege  nfltili- 
attnl to the C alcutta  I n i \ o r s i t \  has got  to 1m* m anaged by a bona fidr 
M a n a g in g  ( 'o m n n t t e e Y

( h )  Does  the same pmn iple obtain a* icgaids tho Middle Knglish 
and Middle Veinat ulai Sc hools receiving aid from public bodiesv

If the answ er  to (M  is m tho aff irmative,  will tho H on'b le  tho 
M inis ter  ho pleased to la \  on tho table  a s ta tem ent sh o w in g  ~

( i )  tho re la t ionsh ip  o f  eanh uiemlwr of such a C om m ittee  to the
proprietor of  the in s t i tu t io n ;

< it) the total numl>or of m e e t in g s  held du rin g  the past three years  ; 
and

( n n  the proportion that the s a l a n  or honorarium of the secrctary-  
proprie tor Ikmith tf» tho m on th ly  in com e o f  a wehool Y 

id)  If the answ er  to ih)  im in the n eg a t iv e  are tho G overnm ent  
c o n s id er in g  the des irab il i ty  o f —

(») I n s i s t i n g  on e v e n  Middle Knglish or Middle Vernacular  
School h a v in g  a bond fidr M a n a g in g  co m m it te e ;  and  

(tO  i s su in g  instruct ion  to the effect that the  m ajority  of the mero- 
hers o f  such a c o m m it tee  shall be person* oth er  than tho**  
related to or connected  w ith  the proprie tor?

M IN ISTER  in oharge of D E PA R TM E N T  of EDUCATION  (the 
Hon’ ble Mr. P« C. M itter): <«» Each affiliated College must have n 
Governing Body, and each recognised ITigh School a Managing 
committee.

Jb)  Ye*.
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(r)  The  sch o o ls  w h ic h  form  th e  s u b je c t  o f  th e  q u e s t io n  n u m b e r  
1,18.3. T h e  v a lu e  o f  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  the  in q u iry  proposed  w o u ld  no t  
apjH*tir to ju s t i fy  th e  la bou r  and e x p e n s e  in v o lv ed .

(d) T h e  q u es t io n  does  not ar ise ,  s in c e  th e  a n s w e r  to  ( b ) is  in  th e  
aff irm ative.

Travelling allowances to higher polioe offloers.

174. Babu KISHORI MOHAN C H A U D H U R I: W i l l  th e  H o n ’ble  th e  
M em ber in ch a r g e  of  th e A p p o in tm e n t  Depart mer.* be p leased  to  la y  on th e  1 
ta b le  a s ta te m e n t  s h o w in g  th e am ou nt*  draw n m  t r a v e l l i n g  a l lo w a n c e s  
b y ' t h e  per ipa te t ic  officers of  the P o l ice  not b e ’ow the rank of  d e p u ty  
s u p er in te n d en t  for the  |K*ri<m! from H )I8 -W  to  l f /21-22  ( u p  to D e c e m b er ,  
1 9 2 1 ) ,  n o t in g  th e  a n n u a l  s a la iy  o f  e a ch  s u c h  off icer?

M EM BER in charge of APPO INTM ENT D EPARTM EN T (the 
Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler): ' 1’ho in fo rm a t io n  is not a v a i la b le  and  
cannot be ob ta in ed  w ith o u t  la bou r  ent ire ly  in c o m m en s u ra t e  w ith  iN  
va lu e .

Inoonvenienoe of intermediate class passengers on inland steamers.

175. Babu BH ISHM ADEV DA8; (a)  I s  the H o n ’ble th e  M em bei  
in ch a r g e  of  the  Marine D ep a r tm en t  aw are  o f  th e  in c o n v e n ie n c e  
canned to  in t er m e d ia te  c lass  wtssengeTs w h en  t i . n e l l m g  by the  s to a m e is  
ot the l l i v e r s  S tea m  N a v i g a t i o n  C o m p a n y ?

(b)  I s  it a fact that dou b le  th ird ( la s s  fare i  ̂ rea l ised  from t h e m ?
(r )  I s  th e  H o n ’ble  th e  Meml>er aw are  tlint the  a c co m m o d a t io n

provided  is  tho sa m e  us th at  provided for the  th in !  das** p a s se n g e r s ,  
th ere  b e in g  no b e n c h e s ,  no l a t u n e ,  no l ig h t  and no su ff ic ient  protec t ion  
from rain and s to r m ?

M EM BER in charge of M ARINE D EPARTM EN T (the Hon'ble 
Mr. Kerr): {a) No.

(b) In ter -c la ss  fares  are in m a n y  c a w s  about d ou ble  th ird -c la ss .
An inq uiry  h as  been m ade of th e  c o m p a n y  on th e  su b je c t .

T h e y  report that s ep ara te  s c ic c n e d  a c co m m o d a t io n  is provided  ^or inter-  
c lass  p a s se n g e r s  ami that on M>me o* the large i  s team ers  benches h ave  
U*en fi tted.  T h e y  do not con s id e r  it d es irab le  to  p m x id e  la tr in e  a c c o m m o ­
d at ion  on that jmrt of  th e  up|>er deck  w h ic h  is  «et a s ide  for  in ter -c la ss  
p a s sen g ers .  T h e  a r r a n g em en ts  for l i g h t i n g  and p r o te c t io n ' f r o m  rain  
and s torm  are said to  be ad eq u ate .

Facilities to Muhammadans to say their “  Ju m a99 prayers.

17$t Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM: (n> Will the Hon’ble the Member 
*n charge uI the Judicial Department be pleased to state what facilities,
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if any, have been given to the litigants, witnesses and lawyers to Hay 
their Junta prayer in accordance with the resolution passed some time 
buck to suspend the work of courts and offices on Fridays from 12-J40 to 
2 P .M .?

(M Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that the Hon'ble the High 
Court has granted the subordinate Judicial officers a half-holiday on 
Saturdays ?

{r) If the answer to (b) is in the uffirmutivc'will the Hon'ble the
# Member be pleased to state whether the said concession was asked forP 

If so, when the same was asked for!*
{tl) Wifl the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the rensous 

for not giving full effect to the resolution regarding Jumti  prayei Y

M EM BER  tp  charge of JU D IC IAL  D EPARTM EN T (the Hon’ble 
Sir Abd-Ur-Rahim): ia) Tile member is referred to the answer given to 
his question No. (/) asked in July last. The High Couit, Calcutta, has 
been addressed on 4he subject ami the learned Judges do not consul*! any 
furthei action to be ne< essary,

(h) Yes.
(<•) Yes; in February, 1912.

• •(</) The tiovernment oiders afford adequate facilities to Muhamma­
dans attending courts and offices to say their Jutna prayers.

Proposed Light Railway between Khulna and Barisal.

177. Maulvi FA Z LA L  KAR IM : («) Will the Hon'ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Public Works In* pleased to state whether 
there was any profmsal for a Light Kailway from Khulna to Bansal Y

(b) If w», what has become of that pro|x>sal Y

MINISTER in oharge of D EPARTM EN T of PU BLIC  W ORKS (the 
Hon’ ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab A ll Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur):
(a) and (h) The member is referred to a speech by the Hon'ble Mr. 
(now Sir John) Cumming on a resolution moved by the Hon'ble Maulvi 
A. K. Fazl-ul Haq at u meeting of the Legislative Council on the 12th 
August, 1919, on the subject of the connection of Bansal with Calcutta 
by rail.

In that speech will be found a history of the various proposals and 
the reasons for abandoning the m heme of railway communication 
between Khulna and Baiisal An approximate estimate was framed in 
1912 for a light railway from a jKimt opposite Khulna to Barisal, but 
this proposal was abandoned m favour of the broad gauge project which, 
for the reasons stated, has also been abandoned.
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PatuafchaJi waterworks.

178. Maubi FAZLAL KARIM:  («) Will the Hon’ble the Minis­
ter in charge of the ?uent of f^oriil Self-Government be pleased
to sUite whether the exj^rimentnl tube well for the proposed Patua- 
khnli waterworks is to be constructed during the current financial 
year ?

(/v) If not, are the G overnm ent con s id er in g  th e des irab il i ty  of  
provid ing  in the c o m in g  B udget  foi I922-23,  the necessary fu n d s  for  
con s tru c t in g  the w e l l?

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a)‘ and (h) A 
grant of Us 10 ,000 foi s in k in g  the tube well has been j>aid by G over n ­
ment to the M umcijm liU  and it is intended to take up the work very  
s h o r t ly . Tin* work is not exj»ected to l>e com pleted  until  about t\he 
end of May.

Apprentices in Kanohrapara railway workshops.

170. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: <,d  W i l l  the Hon hie
the Minis ter in charge  ot the Depai tment of A g i  icu l tu ie  and Industr ie#  
be pleased to s tate  w hether  it is a fact that some A n g lo - In d ia n  ca n ­
didates for app rent iceship  in the Kaiichrajwua R a ilw ay  w orkshops were  
taken in the close  of last \ e a i ,  th rough nom ination and not by c o m ­
petit ive  exam in at ion  v If s o ,  why!"

(I>) W il l  the I lon 'h le  the Min is te i be pleased to state  w hy  pay for 
local holidays in not a llowed to the Indian apprentices  while  the same  
is enjoyed  b\ the A ng lo -Ind ian  apprentices?

(<’) What stej>s, it any. do the Government projK>se to take to remove 
this inequality in the conditions of apprenticeship?

(tl) Wil l the Hon*hie the M in u ter  U* pleased to lay on the table  
u s ta tem ent  sh o w in g  the academ ic  aU<i oth er  qu alif ications  o f  the  
present A n g lo - In d ian  and Indian apprent ices  at Kauchrapara ?

(c) W ill the H on’ble the Minister Ik* pleaded to state whether the 
apprentices now working at Kanchrapara are entitled to avai1 them- 
Helves of the new scheme of apprentice-training, winch is to be com­
pleted by a two-years’ course at Sibpur?

( /) If the answer to {< ) is in the affirmative, are the Government
proposing to grant scholarships to deserving Kanchrapara appreutit'es
proceeding to Sibpur?

(y) W ill the H on’ble the M inister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statem ent showing in detail, item by item, the total amount of money 
sanctioned and sjient for the new Hostel for the ludian apprentice* 
at K anchrapara?
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M IN ISTER in charge of D EPARTM EN T of ACR ICU LTU R E  tad 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon'ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab A li Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur): («) to  ( i l )  H ie  a p p r e n t ic e s  in th e  Kanchrapara  work-  
shojw are .serving un der  the ( » o \ e m i n e n t  o f  India  and t lu s  ( f o v e in m e u t  
have  no in fo rm a t io n  b e yon d  that  g iv e n  in rep l\  to q u es t io n  No.  48 ,  
anked by th e  men*l>er at th e  m e e t i n g  o f  the C ounc il  held in N o v e m b e r  
last.

Y e s ,  prov id ed  th e \  ]>ass the c o m p e t i t iv e  s e lec t io n  e x a m in a t io n  fot 
ad m iss ion  to the  H en g a l  E n g in e e r in g  C o l le ge .

( / )  N o .
( y )  Ks*(J8,0S^. N o  detail*  are ava i lab le .

Certification of 14 parohaa ”  sold from 
Jessore Settlement offloes.

180. Babu N ALIN I NATH ROY: <«) W il l  the  H o n ’ble th e  M em ber  
in ( h u i g e  of the  D ep a i  ("nient ot J { e \ e n u e  (L a n d  R e v e n u e )  b«* p leased  to 
■*tate w h e th e r  it is a tact (hat th e  /mn-lms sold h o m  th e . les .soie se t t le -  
nieiit oth< e> are not c er t i f ie d ?

( b) W i l l  the  Hon^ble tht* Meniln'i In* pleased to atute  w h e th e i  th is  
is a new practice!"

( r) Is the  H o n ' b le  th e M em bei  aw are  th a t  the Courts  do not a ccep t  
uncertif ied c o p ie s ?

(<l) Is the Hon'bit* the Mcml>er a lso  aw are  that w h en  a tcrtit ied  
copy is required it  has  to 1m* secured from the d is tr ic t  headquarter** b) 
p a y in g  a fee  of  e ig h t  a n n a s ?

U )  Is  the H o n ’ble the Member aw are  that in th e  d is tr ic t  ot . lessore ,  
c o m m u n ic a t io n  w ith  the d is tr ic t  headqtiarters  from m ost oi the oth er  
plat es  of  th e  d is tr ic t  is \ e r y  difficult ?

{/) Are the Government considering the desirability of authoritiing 
the i««ue of certified jmrchnx from.the JesHore settlement officer* ?

M EM BER in oharge of D EPARTM EN T of R EV EN U E  (LAN D  
R EVEN U E] (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan);
(u) T h e  c o p ie s  sup p l ied  free at r ecovery  t a m p s  both to  land lords  a n d  
tenant** are a l w a \ s  cer ti f ied .  C opies  so ld  are cer t i f ied ,  if a p p l ica t io n  in 
m a d e  and th e  cer t i f ica t ion  fee  ot  e ig h t  a n n a s  puid.

(h)  l^ ie  name procedure  han a lw a y s  f»een fo l lo w ed  in al l s e t t l e m e n t*
(c) Ye*»; Court* cannot at cept uncertified copie# an evideuf*?.
(</) (Certified copies can lie sent by jKmt from headquarter* or nupplied 

at mufa^nal camps if application it» made.
(e) No.
(/) The member i« referred to th« answer to (a).
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Narail Victoria College.

181. Babu NALINI NATH ROY: (a) W il l  the H o n ’ble the M inis ­
ter in charge of the D epa itm en t  of  Education be pleased to lay  on the  
table a statement sh ow in g  the amount of aid g iv en  by G overn m en t ,  
sejwrate lv ,  to each co l lege ,  district by <lintrirt, in the Presidency  
D ivis ion ,  except Calcutta?

{!>) Ih it not a fact,  that there is one co l lege  in the d is tr ic t  of  
Jessore ?

(r) Ih the i fo n 'b le  the Minis ter aware that there is no science  s ec -*  
tiou attached to that co l le g e?

(d) Are the Government now in a posit ion to help  the co l lege  w ith  
fu nds?

(e) If the annuel to (d)  is in the affirmative, will  the H o n ’ble the  
Minister be pleased to state the terms under which G overnm ent m ay  
}>e w i l l in g  to provide .such funds?

The Hon'ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (u) A s ta tem ent  s h o w in g  the  
amount of annual grants  g iven to each of the private co lleg es  in the  
Presidency Div is ion is placed on the table.

(b) It in a fact.

(r) Yes.

(d) The Victoria ('o l lege .  Narad,  and its attached school  are in 
i fce ip t  of a g ian t  of  IN K>0 a month Funds are not available  for 
i iesh  or addit ional grants  to col leges

(e) If. and when, hinds are available ,  tlie co l lege  will be e l ig ib le  
for grants  m acco idance  with the g iants- in -a id  rules, a copy of which  
i* placed on the Library table.

Statement referrel to i/i the reply clauie (a ) of unntarred question 
Xu. ISI , sfwtrimj the tnnnUnancs grants to college$ i/j Out Prettdtncy  
Division erupt  Calcutta.

N .m * of Collt'tf)**- Amount o f
*n«Wl fraato.

KhuJi»» ... Dmiklpiir ilimiu AcatltMiiv ... 7,100
Jeiwurv ... Victoria Co1I«k«, Ntrail (and

S c l i o i ' i ) .

Hooliganiim near the junction of Chitpur Road and Muktaram 
Babu Street.

182. Babu SURENDRA NARAYAN SINHA: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
the Member m clmrge of the Police Department aware of the fact that 
a uuuibor of yoondas and tad characters assemble almost every evening
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on tbe road-side of the Chitpur Road, near ith junction with Muktaram 
Habu Street, under the pretence of selling ai tides at auctiou, aud 
that they rob, client and molest the passers-by and intending purchasers?

{h) If so, are the Government considering tlie desirability of taking 
steps to put a stop to this?

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Sir 
Henry Whoever): (#r> and (/>) N ea r  the  ju n r t io n  of C h itp u r  Hoad and

• M uktaram  H abu S t re e t ,  t b e i e  is an open plot o f  land w h er e  tem porary  
s ta l l s  for th e  sa le  o f  g o o d s  h ave  been erec ted  and a u c t io n s  umm! to be 
held .  F ou r  p r o s ec u t io n s  un der  s ec t io n  29 o f  the  C a lcutta  P o l ice  Act 
w ere  i n s t i t u te d ,  but as  th< * o w n c i  o f  the  land now rec e ive s  lent  fioni the  
sta ll -fceepers,  fu rth er  prosecution** a i e  not co n te m p la te d .  A u c t io n s  
have ,  h o w e v e r ,  been s top p ed .  N o  offen ce  oi the k in d  dest l ib ed  h a s  been  
i cp o r te d  to  the  po l ice .

Resolutions 

(under the rules for the jliscu&sion of matters of general publio interest). 

Protective Works in Pabntt.

Mauivi 8HAH ABDUR RAUF: * T h is  ( <>un< il r e c o m m e n d s  to  
l li?  G o v ern m e n t  that }»ro1eit ive w orks  con s t i  m t ed  l>v (he G o v er n m en t  
to save the tow n  oi 1‘abna f ion i  th e e io s io n  of  the j ivcr  I’adm.i ( h o w c i  
G . m g e s )  be m ade m o ie  e fTe t t i ve  bv e x t e n d i n g  them  to the p ie s e n t  
• o i n c e  <*f t h e  s tream let  I<<harnah ( th a t  flow* by (h e town of I’a b h a )  on 
one side and lhe  present s te a m e r  s ta tion  of  Pabna on the oth er ,  aud 
impair ing tbe  d a m a g ed  j s n t i o n s  a n d  e a i ly  s t e p s  In- taken to tak e  up 
the w o rk s  of  repairs and piojwised e x t e n s io n s  ho that thev mav 1m* < t»iti- 
pleted  before the  c o m m e n c e m e n t  of th e  ramv season

The erosion of the river l ’adma commenced on the l*abna side in 
19H>. The people of Palma got alarmed aud moved the authorities 
to take timeU attion for tit* safety of the town Ht;< the user was 
yet far awav from the town and the authoiitic* paid no heed to their 
apprehension. During the rains in 1918,  the river made further 
encroachments. The matter was brought to the notice of IIis Excel­
lency tlje Governor during his visit to Pabna and the people of Pabna 
were* assured that the Government would take such measures as may 
be found ftfissible should the net easily anse. Alter His Excellency 
left Pabua, the river made further uiroads and went far l»evoi»d its old bed, 
washingtwav in its course the Circuit hous** and a j»ortion of the 
municipal area. In January, 1919,  the people of Pabna sent a memorial 
to His Excellency and prayed for protection. No reply wa^f given to 
this memorial, nor were any steps taken. Another memorial was nub- 
mited to Hi# Excellency on the 25th August, 1919, but no reply 
was #ent to this memorial also. There being no signs of any protec­
tive measures being undertaken, the people of Pabna pressed Kumar • •
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Shi I) Slick ha re* war Hay to bring forward a resolution before the House 
recommending to the (iovernment to undertake immediate protective 
works to wave the town o*‘ Pabna from further erosion by the river 
Padma. He moved thin resolution on the 3rd February, 1920. The 
(iovernment wan pleaded to accept thin resolution. Bal>u Kishori 
Mohan Chaudhuri also asked a few question* on Miia subject in the 
same nittin^ of the Council and the late Mr. Cowle\, the Chief Kngin- 
eei in the Irrigation Department, in answer to these questions wtated— .

The (iovernment have decided to com*tru< t a short length of protective revetment § 
at a point on the river hank, a little distance above the town, which, it is hoped, 
may have the effe< t of diverting the mum < lirrent o| the river outwards on the 
southern hank and thereby cause wour on that aide and avert the eroMve tendency 
of the nver opjmNite the town 'I'he projwsed work ir eHtunuted to eoht Rs 2.CO,(KM) 
and it, ih intended to complete the revetment befoie the coming flood season

In pursuance ot the al>o\e decis ion,  lands were acquired and works  
commenced fioui M aich ,  1920 At the end of  tlmt m onth ,  th e jteople of  
Palma,  the Charman of the M u n ic ip a l i t \ , mid the Sec ie tar y  of the P ab na  
District AsMociatioii subm itted  ficti tious to IIin E x ce l len cy  the ( iovernor  
foi expedit  inj.r the u o i k  ami cm rv ing  the revetm ent work to the pre­
sent s teamer station of Pabna on one cud and tht* present source o f  th e  
.streamlet Ice Iwimati cm the1 othei a s  has Iwen projx>sed m the present le so-  
lution. All these* m em on n ls  u iged  that mk h ‘XirfiMons were ncce.sserv  
to make1 the tevctm cnt more effective  tot the safety oi the town and f iu a lk  
avert the damage* 'l'he m em oria l is ts  also reptesented that the* sanctioned  
amount was itot sufficient to meet the* < ost of th is  piojvosed extens ion  and 
pra\ed  fo r  the* sanction o f  mu h furthei am ou nts  as were deemed necessary  
toi the i m p o s e .  T h is  time the |>etitions we*-* ack n ow led ged ,  but the  
(Joveinm ent repk (g iv en  by Mr. W aU h,  m his  letter N o  2 T .M .P .K . ,  
doted Dm lee l ing,  the 2-lrd April, 19 2 0 ), s*n«* fai from satis factory  
regavdi? g  this  question of furthei ex tens ion .  The m em oria l is ts  were  
in fo im ed  that it was a “ m atter  for their e\j»ert officers and in view of the 
present condit ion* of the rive* the protection should be lim ited to a len g th  
of lfU ch a in s ."

But the river did not wait for the expei U of the Public Works 
Department. Big cracks lecume visible daily below and beyond the 
revetment under construction and the erosion began to make rapid 
progress. On 2nd September. 1920, the bite Mr. Cowley and 
Mr. WaUh inspected Pabna Protective works, A deputation headed 
by the Itev. Mr. Orace of the local Baptist Mukiou waited on theui 
and pretim'd the question <f extension. On seeing the attitude of 
the river thieatening, the Chief Engineer mdertd the sloping of an 
area of almut 900 feet at the both ends of the revetment. But this 
sloping not Wing protec ted by stone boulders or brick packing began 
to go down daily and the river began to pu.sH inwards gradually 
The Pubua District Conference, presided ovei by Sir Asutoab 
Chaudhuri on the 19th June, 1920, passed a resolution to the effect
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that the  short  l e n g t h  p ro te c t iv e  reve tm en t  cons tructed  by th e  Govern*  
m e n t for the  sa fe ty  of  th e  tow n o f  Pab na  w as  inad eq uate  and urged  th e  
G o v ern m e n t  to  wive the  town by extend in g!  the i c v e tm en t  and a d o p t­
ing, o th er  ad e q u ate  m easu res .  T h e  eros ion  wa< in fu ll s w i n g  The  
late  Mr. C o w ley  a lo n g  w ith  Mr. 0 .  (t .  D ay  the th en Su|x*rin te n d in g  
E n g in e er  o f  the  N orth ern  Circle,  a g a ’M c a m e  *■> Mabna on th e 4th J u ly  
for in sp ect ion .  A d ep u ta t io n  tm behalf  of  the jieople ag a in  waited  on 
them T here  b e in g  im m ine ' it  d a n g er  o f  the  riv^r c u t t in g  th rou gh  th e  
Collec tor 's  la te  b u n g a lo w ,  the la te  Chie f  Eugim*er o id e i e d  sack pro­

j e c t i o n  for a short area— I mean the area lw tw een  the revetm ent and  
the th en  source  of the  ^ o s lm k h a l i  Jola .  T he  area be tw een that jolu  
ami tiie  source  of the s tream let  l e c h a m a t i  .dill l e m a u ied  e x c i s e d  to  
the f u n  of th e river and a ju n c t io n  of the  i n e i  w ith  tlu* s tr ea m le t  
l e c h a m a t i  ( th a t  flows by the town of  P ab n a)  wn> ap p ieh en d od .  The  
erosion went on,  the T h ie f  Engineer  and M i.  Day aga in  vfaifwT Palma on  
the  liOth J u l y .  A n i n e  had formed in the n e a n w h i le  ou ts id e  the  sack  
pi o tec ted  area on the  east  and gradually  began to  jyiden.  
Messrs  C ow ley  and D a \«  age  in cam e to Pabna on the  Sth Sep tem b er ,  
11*20. but tii is t im e  th e \  stop|M*d all furthei  w orks  and e \e t i  tbe repairs  
as the floods had l>egun to  subs ide .  T h ese  protect ine w o ik s  u e t e  
scrious lv d a m a g ed  o w i n g  to heavy  and in cessant  rainfal l in the l>egin* 
ninjf of October .  •

In sp i te  of  ser ious  d a m a g e s ,  t h e s e  p r o t e c t i . e  w o ik s  did splendid  
SH I  N ice m  r es i s t in g  the p l e s * u i e  of s tr o n g  current on the Pabna .side, 
till the -‘tilth Noveml>ei,  I JO I. the jieople o f  Pabna su b m itted  a p e t i ­
tion to H is  E x c e l le n c y  the (ioverno* and in paragraphs  2 and l\ oi 
the sai<l jwti tion urged the  t t o v e m in e n t  to  t.t' e up the  repairs and  
e x te n s io n s  of  th ese  pro tec t ive  works.  Tlu* daim iged  protec t ive  works  
were inspected  by the S u p e r in te n d in g  E n g in e* " , Northern Circle,  
earlv m D ecem b er ,  15)2(1 The  m e m o r ia l i s t s  were  in form ed by 
Mr. W a ls h  ( in  his  N o  3 4 2 - M .P . I . ,  dated C alcutta ,  the 1 Ith March, 1921 ), 
that a r ra n g e m e n ts  for re|»air> and e x te n s io n  o{ p ro tec t ive  w orks  by a 
furthei  JMM) feet down s tream  had been m ade.

l u  paragraph 3 of  th is  le tter ,  th e q u es t ion  of  (" t e n s io n  wan dealt  with  
as follows:—

In p ar^ rap h  3 of th«* memorial, it u  urged that th«* revetment ahoiild b« ox- 
tended from the nteamer ghat to the mouth of the {(Y-hamati river, The length of 
the bank proposed t«i be revetted im 2 mile*, out of this, it i« hoped that nearly half 
a mile will be revetted, by the rain* of lf*21 Government art- advi*ed that even if 
they were *ati*fied that it waa nereasary for the aafety of the town of Pabna. it i» 
tmpractirabfl during the working aeaaon, to collect more tnatcrialH for the fiirther 
extension of the revetment There are mgna that the probable point of attack of 
the nver during the raina of 1921 will be below the revetment a« it exi»t# now and 
Dot above it, ao that an extenaion higher up the nver doe* not appear to lie nece*- 
aary Apart from the impracticability of constructing any extension beyond that 
now piopoeed, the formation of a char to the aouth of the *team«r ghat aeem* to 
indicate that any erosion between the lower end of the revetment and the mouth of 
theJlcchanata will be alight.
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A h stated in tin* above  le tter ,  the protec t ive  work* w ere  repaired and  
(he  reve tm en t  wuh ex ten d ed  by 9<M) feet.  But th is  t im e  also  a portion  
of the protected area was badiy d am aged .  The  a t t i tu d e  o f  th e  r iver b e in g  
f i l l !  th ie a t e m n g ,  the |>eople of  Pahrta on 14th Decem b er ,  1921, h ave  ag a in  
nubmit ted a memorial to IIis  E x ce l le n c y  the ( i o \ e r n o r  for repair# and  
ex te n s io n  ot the l e v c tm e n t .  T h is  memoria l w.ic a c k n o w le d g e d  by the  
Private  Secretary to His  Excel lency in demi-offic ial letter  No .  2(M)9, dated  
the 4th J a r m a n ,  1922. In paragraph >\ of the  m em orial  it was  s ta ted —

The at tit tide of the river is Ktill threatening as the mam current i« on the Pabna 
aide, and we apprehend greater harm during tlie corning season. So, to make these* 
protective works nn»re effective for the safety of our town, we beg most respectfully 
to submit thut they should Ik* extended further, both above and below the protected 
area Iti our humble opinion, if the revetment lie carried up to the present* sou rev 
of the streamlet, Icchamati (that flows by the town of Pabna) to the east, and the 
present steamer ghat of Pabna to the wust. the danger to which our town m expos'd 
from erosiaa^lMl bo averted

To meet the eost, we humbly pray, that your Excellency's Government will be 
pleased to sanction und allot in the budget such further amounts as may Iw deemed 
necessity for the purfwise of repair* and extensions and order necessary materials 
to Ik* timely collected so that tbe repairs and uxtensuuis may bo completed before 
the coining rains

The Su|>ei in ten d ing  Enij inee? , Northern Circle (M r. R .  C. H o d g s o n ) ,  
has also iii1-pe< ted the protect i \ e  w o ik s  on the iilHh D ecem b er  last.

A chtir  has  formed opfiosite the tow n,  but the  effect has been opjnwitf to 
what was  toieshadow ed in Ml W a l s h ’s lettei mentioned lwfore.  It has
• I n c i t e d  the main c u n e n t  of the  n v e i  on the Pabna side and ha* 
made tin* apprehens ions  of the people  during  the c o m in g  rains s t io n g e i .  
Governm ent has a l so done then best to save* Pabna and h a \ e  not as  vet  
grudged any expenditure  foi th is  jmrpo.se The | **'»ple of Pabna Ixdieve  
that the ex ten s io n s  proposed ni th is  resolution n e  u igent ly  required  
und would  afford them adequate  safety by fu l l \  and finally av e rt in g  
the dangei  to which the town is exj>ose 1 fiotn the erosion.

The Hood level ol tin* i : \ e r  is now sufficient l\ low and hence  the  
present is the pro|>ei time* foi ta k in g  up the work ,'gain. As the m atter  
is urgent and fraught with s< t :ous dan ger  to tin* ’own and as it is with in  
the  power of the* G overnm ent to p ievent th is  im|*«'iiding danger .  I hope*, 
the* G o v e m in en t  will  ac cept my resolution and undertake  im m ed iate  
m easures  for repairs and ex ten s io n s  of the revetm ent on its  both ends,  
Up to the source of the rive* Iccham at;  on the e:^t,  and the s team er  
ghat to the west and thereby m ake the revetm ent already constructed  
far moii ' effec tive  for the saicty of  Pabna and thereby earn the ever ­
la s t in g  gra t i tu d e  of the |>eople of that tow n.

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (th i Hoft’bl* the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur): The subject of  this  resolut ion ,  n r . ,  the  protection o f  the  
left bank of the river Padm a a lon g  the front o f  the tow n o f  P ab na  cam e  
before th is  Council  in 1920- In a c ce p t in g  a resolut ion  moved b y  tbe  
H o n 'h le  K um ar  Sh ib  Shek hares war R ay  on the  Hrd February o f  that
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year the H o n ’ ble  Mr. ( n o w  S ir  J oh iO  C u m m in g  e x p la in ed  that w h i le  
G o v e r n m e n t  cou ld  not accept  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  for protect inff  p r iva te  laud  
on the b a n k s  o f  b ig  r ivers  th ev  w ere  prewired ,  on o cca s io n ,  to ta k e  
m easures  of  p ro tec t io n .  T h e y  dec ided  there fore  in th is  case  to cons truct  
a short l e n g t h  o f  r e v e tm e n t  in th e  ho|ie  that it m igh t  have  the etYcct o f  
d iv e r t in g  th e  m a in  jm rrent o f  th e  r iver out w a u l s  on to th e  sou th ern  bank  
and th er eb y  c a u s e  scou r  on that s ide  and avett  the e ros ive  t e n d e n c \  of  
the r iver  o p p o s i t e  th e  to w n .

In  a c co r d a n ce  w ith  that dec is ion  a le n g th  o f  1 ,(>f»0 feet of bank wan
* protected before th e  Hood* o f  l?>20. Thi*  l e n g t h  was su b s eq u e n t ly  

in c ie a s e d  t(^2,2*r>0 fee t ,  tlje total cost up  to date  b e in g  IN  ‘1 ,71 ,7*1 Thi*  
f igu re* in clu des  the  cost  o f  repair* w h ich  h a \ e  had to be u n d e i ta k e n  o w in g  
to d a m a g es  cau sed  by su b seq u en t  floods. T h e  object at l iv e d  at has, to 
som e e x t e n t ,  been effected in that the l e v e t m e n t  is s t i l l  s ta n d i n g  and  
that no fu r th e r  ser ious  erosion of  th is  bank ha s  occurred.

S u b se q u e n t  flood# h a \ e  d a m a g e d  the revetm en t  but not to a grea ter  
ex ten t  th an  m ig h t  be e x p e c t e d .  A l th o u g h  th e  m a m  river ha s  jyot vet 
c o m p le t e ly  a b a n d o n e d  th is  bank,  th e i e  a i e  si^n* that it is a s s u m in g  for 
i t s e l f  a new c h a n n e l  on the  south  bank w hich  w il l  m t im e  result  in the  
s i l t in g  u p  of  the c h a n n e l  on the  1’abna  *ide

T h e  c o n d i t io n s  of th e  l iv e r  and  ot the  r e \ e t m e n t  have  rec en t ly  a train 
bet»n e x a m in e d  by the*two C hie f  E n g in e e r s  As a result o f  these ob ser ­
v a t io n s  t h e y  a d v is e  that the d a m a g e  w h ich  has  occu rred  sh ou ld  be made  
g ood ,  as far as is poss ib le ,  before  th e next Hood season,  and to the e x te n t  
that fund" are a \ a i l a b l e  un der  “ R ep a ir s  ”  in the current and next  y e a r ’* 
b u d g e t .  Order* to th is  effect have  been g i \ e n  to th e  local officerM and  
a r ra n g em en ts  to carry  out tin* wotk  are now b e in g  m ad e:  T h e y  do not
c o n s id er  it is e i th e r  possib le  or necessary  to c o m p le t e ly  restore th e  r e v e t ­
m ent  to its  o r ig in a l  s ta te .  N o w ,  S ir ,  to tu rn to the  s u bjec t  of ex te n s io n s  
of  the r ev e tm en t ,  }»oth u p  and  down s tream , w h ic h  the mover o f  the  
reso lu t ion  ha* u r g e d  s h ou ld  be un d ertak en  and c o m p le te d  b e fo ie  the  
e n s u i n g  flood*. T h is  is a work of  m u ch  greater m a g n i t u d e  and e x p en s e  
th a n  he  app ears  to rea l ize .  As a lr e a d y  s ta ted ,  th e  revetm en t  w h ic h  ha** 
t»een co n s tru c ted  i* 2,2*>0 feet in le n g th  and has cost n ear ly  Rs.  M3 lakh*  
to  cons truct  and  m a in t a in .  T h e  e x te n s io n *  w h ich  if i* now’ urged  that  
G o v e r n m e n t  sh o u ld  u n d e rta k e ,  w ould  Ik? feet in l e n g th ,  rrr., '{,WK)
feet  u p  s tream  from th e  u p p er  end o f  the  present r eve tm en t  tow ards  the  
west and  4 ,0 0 0  feet dow n s tream  from th e  low e i  end  tow ards  th e east .  
I t  is e s t im a te d  r o u g h ly  that the  cost  of  th ese  e x te n s io n s  w ould  be near ly  
R s.  10 li fkhs and that a recurring: c h a rg e  o f  about ruj>ecs half  a lakh  
a n n u a l l y  w o u ld  lie necesuary to  m a in ta in  the  ex te n s io n * .  T h ese  e x t e n ­
sion* mu«t be c o n s id ered  a« new  work for w hich  no provin io if  e x i s t s  in 
t h e  cu r ren t  y e a r ’s b u d ge t  ; w h i l e  th e  C o u n c i l  are aw are  o f  the  dif f icu lty  
o f  p r o v id i n g  for a n v  new works d u r in g  1922-23 .  W i t h o u t  b u dget  pro­
v is io n  no n ew  work ran be  u n d ertak e n .  B u t ,  S ir ,  apart from th e  f in a n ­
c ia l  d i f f ic u l ty .  G o v e r n m e n t  a re  a d v ised  th a t ,  in  respect to  th e  bank above



the present revetment to the west, if  is un necessary  to construct any  
extension .  f k e r e  has been o n ly  s l ight  erosion o f  the hank in this lo c a l i ­
ty and the stiff c lay  of w hich  the hank partly  consists  and which was  
rel ied on to resist erosion, is s t i l l  effective.

In regard to the suggested  extens ion  be low th e lower end  o f  the  
present revetm ent,  n : . ,  to the east , it is true that erosion in th is  n e ig h ­
b o r h o o d  is s til l g o in g  on and that certa in hom estead and a m osque are 
th reatened with destruction possibly  in the n e a r  fu ture .  B u t ,  S ir ,  W ar­
in g  in mind the responsib i l i ty  which G overnm ent announced  in 1920 
they  were prepared to u n dc itake  in this  matter  and w hich  I have a lr e a d y 4 
allu ded to, th ey consider that I he exp en d itu re  o |  the large s u p  of l l s .  5$ 
lakhs for i k e  protection of the bank in th is  ne ighb ourhood  from farther  
erosion cannot be justi fied,  especia lly  as th is  erosion is not l ik e ly  to 

'm enace  the safety  of  tlie town itself .  It is moreove? p h y s ica l ly  im p oss i­
ble to construct a work of this  m agn itu d e  without considerable  prepara­
tion and expenditure  on m a ten u ls ,  to meet w hich ,  as I have a lready  
stated,  it is not |n>ssil)]r in present financial  c i i rtimsta iires,  to find the  
necessary funds

F i n a l ly ,  Sir, I desire to impress most s trongly  on the Council  the  
opinion of our cxpe i t  officers, vi:., that a revetm ent of  the n a tu ie  that 
it is possible to devise with the materia ls  which are procurable  in the 
loca l i ty  cannot be g u a ia n teed  to w ithstand a determ ined attack by a 
rive t  of the m agn itu d e  and power of the Pad m a in flood. Su p p os in g ,  
therefore,  that the construction of the ex ten s ion s  w e ie  determined on 
and that funds w e ie  for th com ing ,  it cannot Ih* s ta t^ l ,  with certa inty ,  
that the revetm ents  would  render the town com p le te ly  *afe from destruc­
tion.

The  safety  of the town depends far more on the natural ch a n g e  in 
the main  channel of the river in its bed than on revetm ents  which  the  
Pu blic  W orks  Department is able  to construct.

In the c ir cu m stances  which  I have  now exp la in ed ,  I regret,  Sir , that,  
on b eh a lf  o f  G overnm ent ,  I cannot accept the resolution.

Maulvi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: T have l is tened very ca re fu l ly  to the 
speech delivered by the H o n ’ble Minister  and what I can ga th er  from 
his speech is that he does not deny the necess ity  of protective work, but  
says that fu n d s  are not ava i lab le .  As we know the condit ion  of the  
bu dget ,  for the present,  I beg to w ithdraw  m y reso lu t ion .

T he  motion was th en ,  by leave of the C ouncil ,  w ith drawn .

Withdrawal of resolution. 

Tha OCPUTY-PRESIDCNT (Babu Surendra Hath Ray): As Rai
Niharan Chandra Das Gupta Bahadur is absent the following resolution 
which stands in his name is deemed to be withdrawn : —

“ This Council recommends to the Government that the time for the 
sittings of the Council he changed and fixed from 12 noon to 4 f.m ”

m  PROTECTIVE WORKS IN  PABNA. [22nd Feb.
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Rai Or. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: May I have  yo u r  iHMnii.ssion to  
m o v e  th e  a m e n d m e n t  w h ic h  s ta n d s  in th e  n a m e  o f  Mr. T art feB h u san  R o y  P

Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR* M ay I r ise  to a point of  
order?  O w i n g  to th e  a b s e n c e  o f  th e  m over ,  reso lu t ion  N o .  4(» has  fa i l ed .

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT: R a i  Dr.  l l a r id h a n  D u tt  B a h a d u r  is 
m o v in g  th e  r e s o lu t io n  as  a m e n d e d  h y  Mr. Tarit  R h u s a n  R o y .

Time for Council sittings.
Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur. I m o v e  that " th is  Cotinri!  

recom m en d# to  th e  G o v e r n m e n t  that the  t im e  for th e  sitt^ugs  of  the  
C o u n f i !  be  c h a n g e d  and  f ixed  from 11-MO a.m. to 4-' l0  p . m . "

N ow  n e a r ly  one  y e a r  has  passed a wax s im  e the  t im e  of  th e  Cou»< il was  
fixed from r.M. to 7 p.m.  It is t im e  now to find out  w h e th e r  the c h a n g e  
has heen c o n d u c iv e  to a n y  i m p i o \ e m e n t  in the a t t en d a n c e  o f  th e m em b ers  
of th is  C o u n c i l  T h ave  heen t r y in g  to he ug regular  a* 1 p o s s ih l \  c o u ld  
hy m y  a t t e n d a n c e  in th is  C ou n c i l  and  1 must  w i th o u t  a n y  h e s i ta t io n  sa \  
that th e  a t t e n d a n c e  of *the m em b ers  m the C ou n c i l  here lias not been  
sat is fac to i  \ . O ccas ion s  haw* a n s e n  w hen  the  C ounc i l  h a s  had to stop  
work for want ot a qu oru m  It is t im e  that we s h o u ld  try to find out the  
reason for th is .  C e r t a in ly  we are not prepared to  adm it  that we have  
lost in terest  in the  work o f  thi** C o u n c i l .  T h en  you  saw that on several  
oc cas ion s  for want of a qu oru m  th e  m e e t in g  had to be a d jo u rn ed .  I am  
one  of those  w h o  b e l ie v e  that th e  ^election of th e  hou r  from M to 7 P.M. 
had been one o f  the  causes  w h ic h  led to th is  s ta te  of  affairs .  T h ose  o f  us  
w h o h a v e  c lo s e ly  fo l l o w e d  the m e e t in g s  o f  the  C ou n c i l  w i l l  very  l ik e ly  
a g r ee  w i t h  m e  w h en  I say  that most of  us h ave  fe lt it very  tediou* to 
c o n t in u e  s i t t i n g  here a f t e r  5 or f)-'W p.m. w hen we are a c c u s to m e d  to have  
gome o u t i n g  in the e v e n i n g  breeze. W e  are then o b l ig ed  to shut ourse lves  
w it h in  th i s  C ou n c i l  C h a m b er  around  w h ich  I find m a s o n n  w a l ls  w i t h ­
out a n y  in l e t  for th e  outer  air  to co m e  in e x ce p t  by the  h e lp  o f  th e  v e n t i ­
la tor  o verh ead  and  th e  punkhan  s w i n g i n g  above  us. P eo p le  n a t u r a l ly  
fee l  in c l in e d  to  go  out .  I th in k ,  that in one o f  th e  reasons w h ic h  ha« 
s tood a g a in s t  th e  success  w h ic h  som e of us  th o u g h t  to a c h ie v e  by c h a n g in g  
th e  hour*. S ir ,  i f  I am r ig h t ,  it whs p o in ted  out on that occas ion  that 
c e f ta in ^ m e m b er s  w o u ld  be  ab le  to be more  r eg u la r  in th e ir  a t t e n d a n c e  if  
th e  t im e  waft c h a n g e d !

Now, let ur find what has the result. It i* now' .1-30  p .m ., but
where our lawyer friends? Are they here except my friend* Babu 
Surendra Nath Mallik and Mr. S. M. Hose? Where are those gentlemen 
Who took the initiative in the change of the hour? Only theother day 
a list wm placed in our hands showing the atlendance of the member* 
I ant year. I do not like to go into that in detail, but if my friends would 
look into it they would find that most of those who wanted the change 
t u  conspicuous in the list by their poor attendance. It was contended
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on the last  occasion that al l m e rch an ts  w ould  be g e n e r a l ly  busy  du rin g  
the office houm and would  perhaps fee l  more in c l in ed  to com e here  in the  
afternoon and in the ev en in g .  Hut the rem arks w h ich  I ha v e  m ade  
about m y law yer  friend* are ti lso e q u a l ly  ap p l icab le  to th em . I am  
real ly  Horry that I have to make these  remarks,  but th e  fac ts  m ust be 
stated as th ey  are. Sir ,  some of  us did feel that the  old s tate  of affair* 
had its objections  and had its in conven ien ces ,  but on the w ho le  that wa.s 
th e  best that we could  do in f ix ing  the t im e  o f  the  C ounc il .  T hat be ing  
80, I am disposed to th ink that the t im e  has com e now w hen  we shouKi 
revert to tlie old state  of th in gs .  I learn that the old practice  to hold J 
the m ee t in g  wan from 11 a . m .  t o  b p . m .  Mr, Tari t l lh u sa n  H oy has 
s uggested  11 —4i0 t o  4-'t(), and I bel ieve  his  idea was to a l low  one hoar  for 
lunch .  T h is  w il l g ive  at least four h o u m ’ tim e if the lu nch t im e  be left  
out of  account.  Personally  , I feel that that w ould  be the least in c o n ­
venient method for most of  us. I th er e fo ie  request th is  Council  to revert 
back to that system .

•

Maulvi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: In the a l i e n e e  of Shah Syed  
Kmdadul Haq,  1 move that the words  “ 1 p . m.  to ’> p . m.  ” be s ubs t i tu ted  
for the words  “ 11-ftO \ . m  to 4 -‘10 r . M  " in app en dix  No. 47.

My ground') foi m o v in g  th is  am endm ent are as fo llows.  R eso lu t ion s  
Nos, 40  and 47 say that the Council should  not sij after  4-30 p . m.  One  
can s a fe ly  infei Irnm that that the movers  of these  resolut ions  are 
u n w i l l in g  to sTf r.ftei p . m.  and 1 th ink everyone  of us will  a g i e e  that  
the t im e between .*> and 7 is the most ted ious  po i t ion  of  the Council  
m ee tin gs .  Mjjst of us go  away toi a walk  after  f> o 'c lock and genera l ly  
we find that the quorum falls short in the ev en in g .  So it c lear ly  nhowri 
that we are not ve iy w i l l in g  to sit late  in the e v e n in g .  I beg  to  s u g g e s t  
that we should  sit at I i* m.  instead of  ll-'JO or 1* because  if we  sit at 
that hour, it will  not inconven ien ce  th e M uham m adan meml>ers who can  
com e after  ofTenng theii mid -dav prayers and tlie t im e  for e ven ing  
prayers  wil l not he required if we  d o s e  at f>. It wil l not a lso  intei fere 
with th e work of the oth er m em bers  o f  tins  Council  because  if  they can  
com e at '( r.M. th ey  can e a s i l y  com e at 1 r .M.  and I s u g g e s t  that the  
Council  shotifd dis so lve  at o r .M.  because  it  w il l  g ive  am ple  opportuuitiftfr 
to the members to enjoy the ev en in g  to th eir  heart 's  content  e ither  by a 
walk  or o th erw ise .  , ,*

W ith  these  few words, 1 beg  to m ove  th is  am end m ent  and I  hope the  
Council  wil l accept it. ^

Babu RISHtNDRA NATH SARKAR: In the absence  of R>bu Indu  
Hhushnn D utta  1 m ove that in the m otion  of  Rai N ibaran Chandra D a s  
Oupta Bnlfttdur foiMhe words and f igures  “  12 noon to  4 p .m .*' the  fo l low ­
ing  be su b s t i tu ted .  pfK, “ 2 p .m .*'

I m ove  it by w ay o f  Compromise,  and I hope it wil l be con ven ie n t  both  
to the m em b ers  w ho  com e from the mufaftsal and alwo to tho*e w ho l ive  
in Calcutta .  *
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MEMBER in ohtrg*of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (tlM Hon’bl* 
Sir H tnry Wheal t r)S The Council had a discussion on this subject 011 
the 7th February, 1921, when Str Robert Watson-Smyth, with the 
support of Babu Amulya Dhone Addy, and speaking primarily on behalf 
of the business community, suggested that we should adopt the present 
hour of 3 o’clock for the commencement of our sittings. Two amend­
ments were then moved—one by Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur whu 
suggested 2 o'clock as the opening hour, though he subsequently rather 

‘repudiated his own proposal, and one by Babu Surendra Narayan Sinha 
4hat we should begin at 1 r.M., though that too was withdrawn. In the 
course of that debate I pointed out that the fixing of the hours of the 
Council rested with His Excellency, but the opportunity of discussion 
was welcomed in order that members might have the chance of expressing 
their views, which would naturally carry weight with Government. It is 
on that same understanding that we are holding this debate to-day. On 
that previous occasion Sir Robert Watson-Smyth's proposal was finally 
carried by a large majority of 74 to 3f>, and the arguments then used 
turned mainly on the relative convenience of Calcutta and mu fawn i 
members. The mufassal members then rather hoped that by sitting 
longer hours they could get more quickly througTi the total business and 
be able to return to their own districts, and I notice on re-reading the 
debate that one memljer even ho]>ed that we could get through our 
business in the course of two days, a hope which, I am afraid, has not 
been realised. But in so far as the present hours of mrf sitting are 
four, 3 to 7, and the p roposa ls  of these amendments amount either to the 
same or less, that argument which was used on the last occasion rathei 
falls through; that is to say, the argument that if we began sitting 
earlier, we could sit later and get through more work, falls through, 
because under any of the proposals now made we should sit approximate­
ly for four hours if not for less. That being so, it seems to me that tin 
scale rather turns again.it the mufassal members, because while the 
Calcutta members have work which they must perform in this city, the 
mufassal members come down here primarily for this Council work, 
and therefore it is easier for them to adjust their time to #hatever th< 
hours of the Council meetings |nay be. f

On thejproposals before us, I must say that twtf of them are open t<> 
objOctipft. Babu Tarit Bhusan Roy would ask us to begin at 11-30, 
Now assuming that we have the luncheon Tiour at the usual Calcutta 
time of 1-50 p .m ., it will be inconvenient to di^Hfe the sitting hours into 
two parts with an interval of one hour between, and the time 11-30 a .m . 
is also an "awkward time because it breaks up the morning and .scarcely

1

namely, that by beginning at 1 f .h . we seriously interfere with all mem* 
bers^rho have their lnnch at 1*30. Allowing for lunch interval, his total

10
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sitting would only amount to three hours a day, or less than what we have 
now. So on their merits, both these proposals would seem rather open 
to criticism, and for my own part I would rather press the^tsase of the 
Calcutta members and of the official members in particular. I think therd 
is not the slightest doubt that, so far we are concerned, the present hours 
of sitting suit us better than anything else. They do give us the morn­
ings to get through our other work and to attend committee meetings, 
and it would be very difficult for us to carry on our ordinary work if, 
practicalv, we had to devote the whole of the working day to Council.

The  a r g u m e n t  has been used by the m overs  that it is the  p resent  houi; 
w hich a cco u n ts  lor u n s a t i s f a d o n  a t t en d a n c e  and for the  s o m e w h a t  
frequency  of  a d jo u rn m en ts  fot w an t  o f  a qurtrum. I dou bt  i f  th at  is  
a l to g e th er  a va lid a r g u m e n t .  T here  are oth er  poss ib le  e x p la n a t io n s ,  
n am ely ,  that  m em b er s  get  rather w eary  o f  s i t t in g  here and l i s t e n in g  to 
debates  on reso lu t ions  which a i e  of local or narrow in terest ,  or, a g a in  
that th ey  absent th em se lv e s  p i . ip o se ly  in order that particu lar  res o lu ­
tions inflv be taken up at pa i t ic u la r  hours.  So  th ere  are other  possib le  
e xp lan at ion s ,  and that b e in g  so, 1 am in favour of re ta in in g  the a f t er ­
noon s i t t in g s ,  a l th o u g h ,  poss ib ly ,  we  m ay im prove  on our present  
pract ice  by a sm all  c h a n g e  a p p ro x im a t in g  to the  proposal o f  B abu  
R is h in d ia  N ath  Sarkar ,  i m m c h . that instead of  b e g in n in g  at 3, w e  m ig h t  
beg in  at 2-30  and sit  t i l l  6 -30 .  T h is  w ould  som ew h at  relax the  ten s ion ,  
of  which  co m p la in ts  hnvp been made,  o f  s i t t in g  in the C ouncil  Cham bei  
t il l so  la te  an hour as 7. That ,  therefore,  would  be m y personal s u g g e s ­
t ion to th e Council ,  that if w e  m ake any ch a n g e  at all,  it m ig h t  w e ll  be  
in the direction  of 2-30  to 0-30. H o w e v e i ,  all the a r g u m e n t s  that are pu t  
forward wil l be  du ly  co m m u nica ted  to H is  E x ce l le n c y  and wil l be fu l ly  
considered  by h im  in j u d g in g  the m erits  of the m atter .

Babu RI8HIHDRA NATH SARKAR: I arn willing to accept the 
suggestion of the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler that the hours for the 
meetings of the Council should be fixed at 2-30 to 6-30 p . m .

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: My idea is that
the proceedings of the Council ought to commence at 11-30. Thia 
subject was discussed previously and we were tol4 the time that 
some sacrifice ought to be made for full one year. We have rttfn^ed 
the Council at some sacrific# and we find that the House has been ad­
journed on several Orcadians on account of want of a quoruft: I also
notice that Calcutta members do not regularly attend the Council or ai 
late hour and if the Calcutta members, the Calcutta lawyers, the 
Calcutta medical men. the Calcutta attorneys will kindly take into 
consideration the expression of opinion of the mufaasal members, I submit 
respectfully that thelieurs 11-30 to 4-30 will be to the advantage of the 
mufassal members. The hours from 3 to 7-15 were tentative, t\e.f a* 
an experimental measure, and I remember the words of the Hon*hle the
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Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan echoed by S ir Surendra Nath 
Banerjea tfca* these hours wore to be trotted as an experimental measure. 
It does nd$ look well for me after the expression of opinion given by 
S ir Henry Wheeler to resist the idea which he has given to the Council, 
but I appeal to him whether the mufassal members do not lose much in 
attending Council at late hours when as u matter of fact w© find that 
Calcutta members afe absent.

With these words, Sir, I support the motion made by llai Dr. Ilari- 
dhan Dutt Bahadur.

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I beg to support the original 
resolution of Rai Nibamr#Chandra Das Gupta Bahadur.

Tha DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT: That is not before  th e Council  now.

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Then I ask your permission to 
move it as an amendment.

The DEPUTY-PRESJDENT: You cannot do that because we have 
already passed it.

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Then I beg to make this sugges­
tion for the consideration of the Council that thf .meetings of the Council 
he lfeld from 1*2 noon to 4 p .m . On the last occasion when Sir Kobnrt 
Watson Smyth moved that the meetings be held from 3 to 7 p .m . ,  I 
supjmrted him l»ecause I was under the impression that it would be most 
convenient to the commercial members as well as to the legal members 
of this Council, but it now apj>ears that they do not find their way to 
attend the Council at these hours. Even now most of the commercial 
and legal hhmmIkts are absent, and therefore I think that 12 to \ r .M . 
would be most convenient. I make this suggestion specially on the 
ground that l*r> mem Iters of the Calcutta Corporation are members of 
this Colflicil and their meetings are generally held from 4 to (5-30 i\M.,  
and it is therefore desirable that for the convenience of those members, 
the meetings of this Council should not be held after 4 r .M . ^Tiis is one 
of tft* special reasons why I make this suggestion.

TJie Hon’ble Sir HENRY W H EELER May I rise to a point of 
explanation ? Tn justice to the commercial members, I may point out 
that five o£ jhem having resigned, their seats are %1 present vacant.

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: 1 beg to oppose this motion 
moved by # Rai Dr. HariShan Dutt Bahadur and supported by 
Babu Amulya Dhone Addy. There is a somewhat amusing featujjj in the 
argument put forward by the Rai Bahadur. In the course of his speech 
he observed that the lawyer members of this Council would oppose his 
motion as, according to him, if  cartfed out, it  would go against their 
personal interest. Now. Sir, the Rai Bahadur forgot that the motion 
he n*>ved was never sent by him and it did not stand in ^is name, but it

1 0  a



136 TIME FOR COUNCIL SITTINGS. [22ro fra .

was a motion of a lawyer in whose name it stands and with your permis­
sion he simply moved it. Therefore the argument falls to the ground.

The members of this Bouse may be divided into four classes, 
viz, —(1) Mufassal members, (2 ) Calcutta members, (3) Officials, 
(4). Representatives of# Trades Associations. Now, Sir, let us consider 
the convenience or inconvenience of each of these sections one by one. 
As to mufassal members, it is known to everybody that they come away 
from home and have got to stay al̂  Calcutta during the sitting of the . 
Council, and as far as I have been able to ascertain it does not matter 
to them when the Council sits, but their only concern is that it should 
sit for as many hours as practicable, so that thay may finish ^he business 
of the Council as early as they cair to enable them to return h6me to 
attend to their own duties there. The hours fixed at present prescribes 
a longer sitting than the motion under discussion. Therefore, this must 
be their most convenient hour.

Now, of all the Calcutta members present to-day, only the mover and 
Habu Amulya J)hone Addy are in favour of the proposal, and their prin­
cipal point in that the Council must not sit aft^r 4-‘W p .m . The reason, 
Sir, T beg to point out is that both of them are members of the Calcutta 
Cotpouition and the General Committee sits at that hour. My friend 
have got to attend these meetings and they attend these meetings for 
the same interest as a lawyer attends t*> his client’s case, and therefore 
all these arguments have been showered against the lawyers. There are 
members of the Calcutta Corporation who are sitting in this House now, 
but none of them have raised a voice against the present arrangement.

As to official members and business men, the ITon'ble Sir Henry' 
Wheeler has already pointed out that the present hours will suit them 
best. It is a patent fact that this enables the Calcutta members to 
attend to their ordinary work for a certain portion of the day and it 
does not inconvenience the mufassal members.

The learned mover further pointed out that we all feel disinclined to 
work after 6 p .m .,  and therefore on many occasions meetings of this 
House have failed for want of a quorum. I propose to give a practical 
example against this argument. Sir, it is not yet 4 p.m. H o w  is itlfkat 
most of the seats of ihe elected members are vacant now? If ten of us 
leave this Hall, a quorum will lie wanting. The real reason foe wafft of 
a quorum is not that, but because many of the members leave the House 
to avoid giving votes/many do not take $ny interest in local" questions 
and go away, and others leave this Hall op some other grounds and 
meetings fail. With these few observations, I oppose the inotion.

Ral iOCENORA CHUMDER CHOSE ta h a A ift  I was one of those 
who supported that the sittings of the Council shotold begin at 11 o’clock, 
because 1 was told that the mufassdff members wanted it. I  said at the 
time that 11 o’clock was very inconvenient to me personally, but if  the 
mufassal members wanted it, let then have ft. Now I find $haf
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muiassal members do not want it and that being so we cannot change the 
time to suit the municipal commissioners. Therefore I shall be very 
glad to accept the time as proposed by the Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheefer.

Babu BURE NORA NATH MALLIK* I must confess that the point 
which would go to decide this question is that which has been so ably 
put forward by the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler, namely, the question 
of the convenience of the members. There cannot be any other consi- 

. deration. 6 0  far as these resolutions are concerned, it is very significant, 
as ray friend kas said, that their fathers are not present here to-day but 
their foster-fathers have taken them up. Foremost among them is my 
friend, Rai»Dr. llaridh&ii Dutt Bahadur. Of all people I do appreciate 
his difficulty, because he has got hie General Committee meetings at 4-30, 
which bring him a decent fee.

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I am not a member of the 
General Committee.

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: You were on the General 
Committee for 17 years*and you are a candidate for it next year. 1 anl 
also sorry for my friend, Babu Amulya I)hone Addy, who is on the 
Buildings Committee, which brings in a fee, though not so big as that 
of a member of the General Committee. He has been there for the last 
13*years and the meetings begin at 4-30. That is the reason why my 
friend is anxious to be the foster-lather of this resolution. I am a member 
of the Corporation, but I do not get any fee, and so I am not at all 
anxious to alter the hours. It is only a question of personal convenience. 
For my part, I would prefer the existing hours, an this would allow me 
to attend to my other duties. It will be quite impossible for me to attend 
the Council at 11-30 and possibly I may have to resign. So far as  the 
n.ufassal members are concerned, I submit that it makes no difference 
to them whether the meeting is held at 12 or 3. But by holding it at
3 o’clock they can help the Calcutta members in their work and «ee to 
their convenience and I do not think they will object to this. The 
mufassal members come here from a long distance and when they have 
got to sit here it does not matter to them whether they come at 12 or 3. 
On the contrary if they coin* at 3. they can come h*1™* after having their 
aliernopn naps. I think that those peqple who want this change are the 
very people who do not mean to come at 12. They simply mean to come 
hire at fc-30 to attend for an hour or so in order to give their hajiri. 
That is the reason why we flnd our chairs not occupied throughout the 
meeting#

There is also another thing to be considered, namely, the convenience 
of other persona—I mean the*officials. If we begin at 3, they%an attend 
to their own office '#ork in the morning and do their work here. 
That means we can get Hiore work out of them than 
if we keep them here from 12 o'clock. I have seen the Chairmen of the 
Improvement T rusf and the * Calcutta Corporation and other official



138 TIME FOR COUNCIL SITTINGS. [22nd F eb.

members coming here siiiiply for the purpose of raising their hands 
whenever they are called on to do so. If we begin at 12, they will be 
tiere all the day and will get their pay for nothing. Taking all these 
things into consideration, 3 o’clock seems to me to be the best time for 
our Council meeting. We get the just amount of work from our 
civilian friends, we meet the convenience of our blathers in the trad* 
and commerce, we also look to the convenience of our mufassal memben. 
A h for Rai l)r. liaridhan Dutt Bahadur, he is a medical man, and lie 
generally works till late in the evening, and it will mak^ no difference 
to him if we close at 7. And my friend Babu Amulya Dhone Addy who 0 
is a M e r c h a n t  will not find this hour inconvenient.

Maulvi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: T beg to submit that the hour 
fixed at present is convenient to a large number of members—specially 
the mufassal members who come by the Darjeeling Mail and reach 
Calcutifi a t  11-30 a .m . Therefore it is very convenient to them to 
attend at 3 o’clock. Jf instead of that, the hour is fixed at 11 a .m . or 
YZ noon, it would be most convenient to the mufassal members who 
come by the Darjeeling Mail. I repeat agairt that the hour, that is 
ulready fixed, is (onvenient and it does not militate against the religious 
observances of my Muhammada’i friends if it be held earlier. Two-thirty 
is, I think, the same as 3 o'clock: half-an-liour does not muke any 
difference. Therefore, I think the hour that has'been found convenient 
to the Calcutta members and to the merchant membeis would be 
convenient to others also, espet ially to the members who come from the 
m u fa s s a l  by the Darjeeling Mail.

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I think wi should accept 
the MUggostion made by the  Hon’ble Sir Hcnn Wheeler. As a mufassal 
momtar, I think we should not overlook the convenience of our Calcutta 
friends. 1 make the suggestion in view of the notice of the resolution 
given by Mr. Fonester. At present the> Calcutta members do not get 
anything and over and above that, if we ask them to make* sacrifice it 
would be very hard on them and unreasonab le  too on our part. Now­
adays we have to close at f>-30 often for want of a quorum. Therefore, 
if we cau fix tho time at 2-30 to G-30—practica lly  in this arrangement 
we may rise at about r .M . for the convenience of the Muhammadan 
friends—it will suit the whole House. As it is, we should aetcpt the 
suggestion so that it might not be inconvenient to our Calcutta friends. 
For the mufassal members it is immaterial .whether we sit at & or 2-30, 
and even if we sit at 11 or 12 , to my mind, it makes very little difference. 
The only convenience to the mufassal member* is that it may be pos­
sible for some of them to catch the I>arjeeling or any other train 
that may oe convenient to them and go home wh^jS/l^e sitting is cloned 
for good, otherwise it is of no use. So in |hat view of the fact, as I 
have already stated, we should accejAihe suggestion of my friend, the 
Hon’ble Sir Henr\- Wheeler. Under these circijmstances I hope the 
House will agree to the suggestion.
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Khan Bahadur Maulvi EMADUDDIN AHMEDs To me it  appear*
that the hour iixed already suits almost all the members of the House. 
It ha* now been suggested that it will be convenient to fix it at 2-30 to 
G-30, but I may be permitted to point put that4 after prayer there is a 
very little time left for sitting. After we re-assemble at about 0 P.M. 
there remains half ®n hour after prayer—even less than that sometimes. 
I think the present hour is all right and if we change it then there will

• be inconvenience and probably the (^duncil will have to be closed at 
#6-30. Under these circumstances I think the hour fixed is quite all 
right.

•  *
Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I am not at all surprised 

to find that Babu Surendra Nath Mallik has been roused up to exercise 
his most extraordinary power to fiud a motive in all things. We are 
aware of the misrrofuwpe and telescope of very high powers* but my 
friend Babu Surendra Nath Mallik must 1m* endowed with an fktra- 
ordinary or perhaps, superhuman power to discover motives. But 1 
can assure you that wheft T c ame to this Council I had not the slightest 
idea of moving this resolution When I found that my friend Mr. Tarit 
Bhusan Rov was absent I uslced permission to move it, and I may assure 
my friend that I moved it with very grealt diffidence and I had no motive 
in ftioving it. *

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I accept that

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: My friend Mr Addy has 
pointed out that 15 or lf» members of the Corjtoratum would be incon­
venienced if the hour is not changed. This id quite true and I do not 
think that to l>e a member of the Corporation and at tht* same time to 
serve the country as a member of thi* Council is a very objectionable 
tthing. If these municipal commissioner* are actuated with a desire to 
serve both the Corporation as well as the Council, I hojx- our friends will 
meet them in a sympathetic spirit. It is really a matter worth\ of our 
consideration as Ito whether we should not change* the time of the Coun­
cil in such a way as to remove the inronvenienco*of l r> or 10 inemIters 
of this founril. Another |H>int which strikes ine is that if we accept 
the Hon’ble Sir Henrv Wheeler’s suggestion we have got to come here 
at 2 o’clock. I put it to mv friends here how would they like to come 
to the Council Chamber # t 2 oYlwk in these hot days. Would it not 
be better^o leave their homes at 11 o’clock, come down to the shady 
rooms ot the Town*Hall, remaining here, enjoying lunch and after the 
adjournment of th^ Cotinftfl fct 4-30 return home after enjoying the 
evening breese of (he fhaid^n?

As regards my friend Babu Vftya Dhon Mukherjee’s oboervations, 
I  do not attach much importance to them* as he always seems to me to 

*b©*funny to d  whenever he^n&s something amusing *in a situation he
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would dilate upon it and it does not matter to him whether he speaks on 
this side or on that side. I admit, Sir, that this fixing of tiipe is an 
extremely knotty matter because whatever time is fixed, that will con­
venience some members and inconvenience others. But it strikes me 
that we should take into consideration the pros and com of all the sug­
gestions and fix the time which commends itself to fche whole House.

The original motion of ltai Nibaran Chandra Das Gupta Bahadur as 
amended l>v Mr. Tarit Bhusan Roy was then put and lost.

Maulvi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: May 1 rise to a point of explana­
tion, Sir? I want to say a few words before the resolution if put before 
the House. From what has been said by *the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler, 
I think that my choice of time has been an unfortunate one. I think 
that is the time which would interfere with* the lunch of the European 
its well ug of the Indian members. I therefore withdraw my resolution.

Tlh* resolution was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn.

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA and Baku RISHINDRA NATH 
SARKAR, by leave of the Council, then withdrew their motions.

Withdrawal of resolutions"

The following resolutions were, in the absence of tho members, 
deemed to be withdrawn :—

8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: “ This Council recommends to 
the Government that vthe numl>er of holidays granted for the Muham­
madan festival hl-ul-fitr Ik* extended from two to four days.”

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: « This Council recom­
mends to the Government that the non-official members of this Council 
be authorised, in respect of jails situated in their respective districts, 
to inspect them from time to time and report upon the conditions of 
prison life of persons convicted for offences of a i>olitical character, 
with special reference to the complaints and grievances, if Uny,4 of 
individual prisoners.

Mr. TARIT BHUSAN ROY to movo, byw ay of amendment, that 
in motion No. 49, after the word “ districts ” the following be 
inserted,* namely:—

41 and that the elected tim bers for any Calcutta constituency be 
similarly authorised in inspect ot any ... ja ils where any 
political offenders convicted in Calcutta may be in -  
prisoned. M
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M m; JOCENDRA NATH ROY; “ This Council recommends to 
the Government that section 38, Chapter V, of the Bengal Village Self- 
Government Act, 1919, be so amended—

(t) as to make the uuion boards fix the aunual union rate not 
higher than Rs. 42 for one person liable to the rate; and 

(ii) that the*words ‘ to be protected ’ be added after the words
4 circumstances and properties ’ in the said section. M

Abolition of the post of th t Dirtotor of Public Health Laboratory.

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITAA Bahadur : 1 move tlfUt 
“ thie Council recommend* lo the Government that the newly sanctioned 
post of the Director of Public Health laboratory tw abolished and that 
the saving thereby effected 1h> utilised towards rural watei-supply, and 
that the laboratory be placed either under the Director of Public Health 
as before or under the Professor of Hygiene of the Tropical School* "

The laboratory of the Sanitary Department, Government of Bengal, 
was originally started ui 1905 or so on a small scale to help Dr. Fowler 
who was specially appointed to investigate the working of the septic tank 
installations in Bengal. Subsequently it was enlarged and reorganized 
in 1910 with chemical and bacteriological sections in charge of their 
r^peotive assistants ©n a salary of Rs. 160 to Rs. 250. The work of 
the laboratory appears to consist entirely of examination of water, 
septic tank effluents and iood-stuffs. The entire analytical work of the 
laboratory is being carried on entirely by the assistants themselves. 
The control of the Sanitary Commissioner is limited to purely adminis­
trative matters and to forwarding the report# on the various analysis 
carried out in the laboratory. Since the passing of the Food Adultera­
tion Act a number of chemical assistants have been taken for the pur­
pose of analysing food-stuffs. The work done under the Tood Adultera­
tion Act is under the entire control and supervision of the senior chemi­
cal assistant who has also been api>ointed as an analyst for the purpose. 
He is responsible for all the chemical analysis of the food-stuffs and 
issues certificates for the same in his own name. The entire analytical 
work of the laboratory is being carried out by the respective assistants 
themselves and that the work of the officer controlling the laboratory is 
pJre ly •nominal. The laboratory work has been going on in its way 
satisfactorily for the past 16 years and in several annual reports the 
Sanitary Commissioner has specially commended the good work done at 
the labogitory.

Now there does not seem to be any necessity for bringing in a high­
ly paid officer on Rs. 2,500 or so per mensem for supervising th*j work 
of the laboratory, esjfecial^y as several Deputy Sanitary Commis­
sioners have recently beep appointed and also a highly paid officer, Pro­
feasor of Hygiond? is to be appointed in connection with the School of 
Tropical Medicine. It seems there is more money than we can find 
iteans t^apend.
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For a part of the work at present done by the Sanitary Commissioner 
it is proposed to have two additional officers, on Rs. 2,500 or so, name­
ly, (J) the Director, Public Health Laboratory, and (2) Professor of 
Hygiene, School of Tropical Medicine. But, surely there cannot be 
sufficient work for t\vo new high officers. It appears to me desirable, 
and no doubt this Council will agree with me, that ^he recently sanc­
tioned post of the Director of Public Health Laboratory be abolished and 
that the Having thereh\ effected, Rs. 30,000 to lts. 24',000 a year, be 
utilised for tho provision of water supply to the smallei towns of Bengal.

• With these observations, 1 commend iay resolution for the acceptance 
of the Council.

Khan Bahadur Maulvi W A8IMUDDIN AHM ED: U n d e r  t h e  p r e s e n t  
s y s t e m ,  we find t h a t  m o re  m o n e y  is e x p e n d e d  m  r u b b i n g  a n d  o i l i n g  
t than in  a c t u a l l y  f e e d in g  th e  peop le .  T h o  re s o lu t io n  m o v e d  by  R a i  
M a h e n d r a  C h u n d r a  M i t ra  B a h a d u r  is d i r e c t l y  on th o  p o in t .  T h e r e  
a lso  we find th a t  G o v e r n m e n t  in i ts  a n x i e t y  to  Ije lp th e  peop le  h a v e  
d ev ise d  som e  m e a n s  a n d  t r e a te d  s o m e  jM>hts f o r ' f i n d i n g  o u t  so m e  t i u t h  
a n d  a s c e r t a i n i n g  s o m e  d a t a .  O f  co u rse  t h e i r  v a lu e  d e p e n d s  on t h e i r  
p r a c t i c a l  use  on  th e  peop le  a n d  n o t  s im p ly  on  f in d in g  o u t  s o m e  new  
fa c t s  an d  f ig u res .  So it w ou ld  s e rv e  m o re  usefu l ,  p u rp o s e  if  th e  k n o w ­
le d g e  a l r e a d y  a c q u i r e d  bv som e  officers , fche D i r e c t o r  of  P u b l i c  H e a l t h ,  
e t c . ,  Ih» e x t e n d e d  to  th e  m u fa s sa l  an d  a p p l ie d  to  tin* a m e l io r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
co n d i t io n  o f  th e  m u f a s s a l  people ,  in t h a t  c as e  t h i s  m o n e y  w o u ld  l>c b e t t e r  
u t i l i s e d  t h a n  in s e n d i n g  fo r  th e  p u rp o s e  o f  f i n d in g  out a new  d a t a .  
T h e r e f o r e ,  T w h o le - h e a r t e d ly  a p p r o v e  th e  r e s o lu t io n  m o v e d  by R a i  
M a h e n d r u  C h a n d r a  M i t r a  "Bahadur.

MINI8TER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL 8ELF* 
GOVERNMENT (the Hoft’ble 8ir Surendra Nath Banorjoa); We have 
just reorganised this dejmrtrnent and the work ot this department is daily 
increasing in consequence of the increased demands made in respect of 
the analysis of food, and I am sorry that my friend should put forward a 
recommendation of this kind at the present moment. I will just give 
you the figures. In 1010,  the figures were 1,700  for analysis and now the 
figures are nearly 4 ,(K)0 and the work is increasing—about 3 ,00Q in ex- 
oess of what it used to lie and then the standard of unadulterated food- 
stuffs is now being woikcd out and thus additional work will be thrown 
upon the department. It then seems to me that it would be weakening 
the Health lVpartment altogether if mv friend's motion were Accepted. 
The work is growing and it is bound to grow. Then the caces of 
bacteriological examination affr increasing. They come from all parts 
of the mufassal; I do hope that under the circumstances, my friend Vill 
agree not to press his motion. We are watching the^operationtfof this 
particular office, Imt it eeoms to me that there is not the slightest 
possibility of our to dispense with the services of the Director
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of Public Health Laboratory foi his services are likely to grow with the 
increase of work of the deportment.

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I have listened to 
the statement *of Sir Suremlra Nath Bauerjea. I have driven niy reason* 
why I have come ^ ith  a absolution which I have the honour of moving. 
My object simply is this and this only—we should reduce the charges 
as far as possible. • No other motive would have persuaded me to come 
to the Council with a resolution like this. Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea

• says that the work is increasing and the fact is based upon figures and 
that there is no expectation of reducing the work of this particular officer. 
Now U-he question has assumed a grave aspect, I do not for a moment 
think, that if the officer be relieved, the work will suffer. I press for the 
consideration of the Council that for many, many years, that is for about 
16 years, the work did go on smoothly. Sir, whatever may he the state 
of things when the Hon’ble Minister tells us that he would watch anti see 
and try his best as far as possible to solve the question that I have raised, 
I do not like to press mv#resolution at this stage, as I can get the informa­
tion from him from time to time ami I would come to know how far I 
was justified in coming to the Council wt4h the resolution and, if it is 
necessary, I will move another resolution to the same effect. I have not 
abandoned that idea a# yet, but 1 must take the word of the Hon’ble the 
Minister who is in charge of Sanitation and who takes so much interest 
in it. I therefore withdraw the resolution.

The resolution was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn.

Withdrawal of resolutions.
The following resolutions standing in the names of Maulvi 

Azaharuddin Ahmed and Rai Jogendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur, respect­
ively, were in the absence of the members, dlfemed to be "Withdrawn :—

** This Council recommends to the Government that in every high 
English and middle English school, and in every junior madrassah in 
Bengal, arrangements be made for the teaching of technical and medical 
subjects in addition to the curriculum now in force."

“ This Council recommends to the Government that quinifti be 
aujplieA free to all charitable dispensaries and sold at every post-office 
in Bengal in limited quantities at cost price.’'

The following resolution standing in the name of I>r. Hannan 
Suhrawa^lv was, in the absence ofjthe member, deemed to be with­
drawn :—

44 fh is  Council recommends to Oovem^*nt that a small committee of 
offiHal and non-official elected members of th is Council, including at 
least one medical ipaii, be appointed to inquire into the circumstances 
and truth or otherwise of the alleged assault by the police, after the 
arrest of Mr. Chiraranjan Das, the son of M r. fj. f L  Dae *'

• ' , r •*
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Rai Or. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: May I  be permitted to more
the resolution in place of Dr. Suhrawardy?

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BAN ER JEA : I m e  to a point 
of order.

Th« DEPUTY-PR ESI DENT: I am afraid you cannot move it. You 
are too late.

Pay and allowances of offloers.

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Lmove th a t"  *his Council 
recommends to the Government that the higher authorities be moVed to 
sanction the stopping of payment of half of the increment in pay and 
allowances granted to the covenanted and uhcovenanted officers of all 
services in Bengal under the recommendation of the Public Services 
Com mission, until financial conditions improve.”

These increases were granted, so far as I remember, during the year 
1919-20 and some portions in 1921 also. The question of financial 
difficulties arose since the year 1919. At that time the Government 
ought to have considered whether they were in a position to grant these 
increments. But they did not do so. I am sorry that, at this time when 
every one is clamouring for more increments and special consideration on 
account of high prices of food and clothing, I should have to move a 
resolution of this nature, but circumstances have obliged me to do so.

In November last, in reply to a question of mine, it was shown that 
about Us. .'15 or 'Mi lakhs were granted as increment of pay and allowances 
in accordance with the recommendations of the Public Services Commis­
sion. I put another question to ascertain what was the increment grant­
ed on account of the economic pressure, and I got a reply—I do not touch 
that portion because the beneficiaries are men of limited income. So I 
thought it proper that if any economy could bf effected under this head, 
it was n*psotiable that we should see if anything could be done in the 
higher services.

When the Meston Committee considered the question of the division 
of funds, so far as 1 have been^ble to see, it was not pointedly brought to 
their notice that the increments of pay and allowances would place»the 
trances of Bengal in a difficult position. I believe that aspect of tie  
question did not then strike the Bengal Government. There was some 
correspondence after the recommendations of the Meston Committee were 
submitted. I can trace one submilted by the Hon'ble Sir Surendra Nath 
Banerjea and another by Mr. Marr. In these letters it was not pointedly 
shown tfefct this increase of p%y, ect., would really mean a heavy deficit. 
The Meston Committee took it that BengaPs capacity for spending would 
be about Es. 1 crore and 4 lakhs. Out of this, Rs. 69 lakhs v a t  taken as 
the contribution to the India Government and Rs. 41 lakhs " only was 
granted to the Provincial Government. The finances of the Government



1982.] PAY AND ALLOWANCES OF OFFICERS. 145

of Bengal were really in deficit- I believe, however, that the Govern­
ment would not have granted the increments at this time, knowing full 
well that it would be very difficult to find out money. If there was a 
mistake made by the Meston Committee. I think that it should be 
r e m e d i e d .  We are trying our Jlpst to sec ure more money and considera­
tion from the India Government, and, if necessary, by taxation. So 
having regard to our difficult situation it would bo a better and reason­
able course to stop the payment, and so I have proposed that only half of 
the increments granted should be stopped for some time until our finan-

• cial conditions improve; up to that time it is essential that we should 
stop thfcpayment; if we do this there will be a saving of over Rs. 17 lakhs 
a yev* T̂ Jftt would befc fairly large sum and it could be more usefully 
utilised in other directions. It is no doubt a great hardship to the 
covenanted Service as the zpembers have to spend a good deni of money 
in educating their children and maintaining their families at home. 
The cost of living has, to be sure,risenf Hut our point of view should 
also be taken. The deficit, at the time of the division of funds, ought to 
have been properly calculated; if it was not done then it should be at 
least done now.

What were the requirements of the province and what were the reven­
ues available to the province, I have not heen able to trace in an\ letter 
submitted by the Government of Rengal to the Meston Committee. I 
really fail to understand why it was thought that this Government could 
afford to set apart Rs. 1 crore and 4 lakhs for increased expenditure in 
other directions. It was the accepted policy of the Committee that the 
division should not be made in such a way as to compel the local Govern­
ments to go into taxation in the very beginning of the era of the Reforms- 
If that was the idea, a mistake must have l>een made in estimating the real 
situation of the province. I believe, I am not wrong in saying that the 
question of what these increases would cost us and in what way our finance 
would be affected thereby, was not seriously taken into consideration; 
otherwise that aspect of the question would have heen placed before the 
Committee, not incidentally but by a calculation of what (he at*fual state 
of things would have been. If that was not done, I take it that it was 
a mistake and if, in our mistaken view, we granted increments to the 
service, I say that that mistake should nnw be rectified so far as we can. 
X do noi mean cut off the er.tire increments but only half of it only up to 
mich time as our finances are restored to a favourable condition w hence 
can properly remunerate public servants. Under this impression and 
with this view I say that it woul<^be a reasonable step to take.

We Have three Bills now under consideration and if we can pass them 
we may expect to have Rs. 1 crore and 60 lakhs or Rs. 1 ciyre and 40 
lakhs. We have got a remission of the Bengal contribution of R*. 63
lakhs a year to the India Government for 3 years. If  after H years the 
remission is withdrawn, and we are forced to pay, even the amount avail­
able or collected by fresh taxation will not be sufficient to nfeet our de­
mands. Of course, we have cut down a good deal of tour expenditure, this
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year we had to cut it by Rs. 68 lakhs and for next year the proposal is to 
cut down the normal expenditure to the extent of Rs. 80 or 81 lakiu). 
Even then there is u deficit of Rs. 20 lakhs and by the taxation Bills we 
can add at the most Rs. 1 (Tore and 40 lakhs. That would not be suffi­
cient to cover our requirements if the Government of India wanted their 
contribution. We expect relief, no doubt, from further taxation Bills, 
but if those luxation Bills are not passed what would*be our position?

For capital expenditure we shall have to enter upon a loan policy, but 
how can w e  do ho in our present condition when we are faced with a deficit 
to meet even the ordinary needs of the administration? So far as I 
remember the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr is under an idea that we require Rs. 11  
crores for ordinary expenses; Rs. C»J crores for Establishment 1ind neatly 
Its. 1 crore and 70 lakhs for establishment, allowances, etc., so that we 
require over 8 crores for maintaining our administration; alffd over,and 
above that we require nearly Ks. 3 crores for education, for the Depart-* 
ment of Agriculture and other things. How can we meet them? Our 
incolne is only a little over Rs. fl crores. Even if we ^et the benefit of 
the taxation Bills, we cannot go beyond Rs. 10 J crores.

In this state of things I think it would be reasonable to do something 
b\ retrenching hajf of the amount granted for the relief of the highly 
paid Government s e r v a n t s .  I am fully sensible of the hardship this 
resolution, if passed, would entail upon the Government servants, but vje 
cannot help. We art* trying our }>est not to imjKise taxation on the 
people, but I am not urging the stopping of increase of pay, etc., just to 
get rid of the taxation Bills. My resolution is independent of that idea. 
Even if we pass the Bills we should curtail the allowances. The mem­
bers of tile Subordinate Educational Department have not been given 
any grants, but in other departments men who draw big pay have been 
granted relief and it is in their cases, I think that we should, if possible, 
make some arrangement. If the portion to Ih* deducted be half of the 
increment, it will give us a considerable sum,pi  inoney. If oui* financial 
position improves, I do not pfrojx>se that they should be deprived of the 
benefit* even then.

With this view, I move my resolution which I  hope will be submitted 
to the Government of India. Circumstanced as we are, I think it is a 
reasonable course to stop a portion of the grant and I hope this Hou«? 
wiji support me in my resolution. m

Khan Bahadur Maulvi WASIMUDDIN AHMED: I heartily support 
the ntaolution because last year in rmf  Budget speech I said t{jat the 
ricketty ship of Government, had been patched up with such heavy slab* 
and nails ttyU it is sinking and sink it will unless the Indian Government

* «ame to its rescue, and within 12 months we have had to meet a heavy 
deficit and Government have been obliged to ask the Government of 
India to be allowed to puss the taxation Bills, and in conaeqnence,*re have 
grot on tile legislative anvil no leas than three taxation B ill*
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pending the decision of this Council. There has been but one voioe in tbe 
country with regard to the necessity for retrenchments. Government bad 
no justification for increasing the pay and allowances of the highly-paid 
officials because there was 110 lack of candidates either from Indm or from 
outside under#the old circumetances. Of course, when u family is in 
affluent circumstance#, it is proper that its members should enjoy a little 
luxury and indulg# itself in cream and butter, hut when we tire met with 
such a heavy deficit, and are not all a position to give increases of pay

• to deserving peoi»fe, it is desirable that the people who aie in the enjoy-
# nient of high remuneration, high salaries and allowances should make 

some sacrifice. Gf course, this Government have not the power to reduce* 
the salaried of the India** Service, but they should tr\ their be*t to get 
someVoncesaion from the India Government. When it has failed to do 
so, it may lie obliged to pass some taxation Hills. It is also pio{>er for 
ihis Government t04i.sk the Government of India to allow them to keep 
a portion of the increase of the pa\ and allowances in abeyance Since 
the inauguration of the Reforms, people at large are Maying, *' this is 
nothing but an engine ofoppresslon to grind the hones of tin* rate-jNiyers 
with the sanction of a farger number of their popular representatives,*' 
and, in the introduction of the fresh taxation Hills, they haw found the 
justification of their statements. The non-co-oj>erntors in the mufassal 
say to them: “ This system of Government has been given to \ou in 
order to squeeze \ou tighter and tighter fill you have become altogether 
emanated.”

Of course during the last 12 months we have passed many resolutions 
for securing some benefit to the people, but most of them had to be post­
poned for want of money. If the Reforms cannot give any b#>nsi or 
blessings to the people except bunging in fresh taxes, of what use is it to 
them? The people who understand most, who advocate the Reform*, 
owe a chitv to the people to show that the Reforms have got some real 
benefit for them. W'jth this object in view, we must have larger snt- 
ings. Even if our present fncome is sufficient to maintain the establish­
ment t̂ nd carry on the ordinary busineAi of Government, yet iliere nre 
hopes and duties which must be fulfilled. There is no justification for 
the Refoims if they cannot confer any blessing, any boon on the people. 
As tho people cannot get proper medical treatment during their illness, 
and*pur^ drinking water, the Government have no justification for 
bringing in fresh taxation Bills and squeezing the people tighter anH 
tighter.

I think the resolution is a verjrgood one and its recommendation 
should be flurried out. The grant of increases of salaries and allowance* 
should be kept in abeyance until brighter prospects appear in the 
country.

MEMBER in oherge of ANOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hoot* Sir Henry WHtefter)* Thi§ resolution is of a# general 
character, and it purports to give % eolation of our financial trouble** #



of a simple nature, though I cannot but feel a little apprehensive on 
reading that this reduction in the pay of Government servants is to con­
tinue 4‘ until financial conditions improve.” I  strongly suspect that the 
mover would more correctly express his intention if he said ** until 
the Greek K a l e n d s and in any case it is very easy to interpret these 
words as practically mean in# perpetuity. For instance, suppose next 
year we are a little better off, it is perfectly easy to say that our 
financial condition has improved merely because we put on extra 
taxation; (hat must be find remitted. Again it is*perfectly easy to 
argue that our financial condition cannot be said to have improved so long 
UN we have h o  many urgent demands unsatisfied. .Therefore I 
suspect that the resolution can be interpreted* in n way wl.ich would 
certainly surprise the unfortunate victims.

The resolution has been supported on general grounds and with 
general arguments, and I do not propose to enter inth a discussion of the 
details of pay of the various Service* involved*. It is obviously' 
impossible to do so in the course o? one resolution, and details of that kind 
can only he treated singly as they come up So far as I cifn make 
out, the Services which are covered by this resolution are the Indian 
Civil Service, Die Bengal Civil Service botj* on the Executive and 
.Judicial sides, the Forest Scrvice, both Imperial and Provincial, the 
Medical Services, covering the Indian Medical jService and Civil and 
Military Assistant Surgeons, th e  Public W rtks Department on the

* Imperial and Provincial side*, the Educational Service, including the 
Indian Educational Service and the Bengal Educational Service, the 
Commerce Department in resj>ect of Inspectors of Factories and Boilers, 
and Agriculture, as concerning the Imperial Service and some isolated 
appointments. The range is obviously a large one, and in so far as 
reorganisations have l>een carried out in these Services from varying 
dates, I think, dating from 1919 onwards, and large sums of money 
have l>een drawn by officers or, the faith of the Orders of the Secretary 
of State, 1 Uke it, it is n**t intended by the mo>er that these sums 
should be refunded. That would be practically inflicting a fine, pure 
and simple. But if the proposal relates to the fnture, I submit to the 
Council that it amounts to n repudiation of our debts and nothing less.

Thus there are very few of*us who do nftt foci the pinch of financial 
stringency. ” I can understand any private individual, as doubtless 
some of us have had to do, saying, “ I cannot afford to live on this scale; 
I cannot keep my motor car or ponies, and must therefore get rid of 
them.”  But I cannot understand mny private individual who purports 
to conduct his affairs on honourable lines, saying: “ It is perfectly true 
that I must hate my staff of servants to run my business; I cannot get 
rid of them; it is also perfectly true that I promised to pay them at cer­
tain rates; but I  am hard-np, and the^pfore their pay must be cut.** I f  
that were dmie by n private individual it would be stigmatised in rather 
unoomplimentary terns, aril! the position is not materially different
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action of that kind is suggested to be taken by the State. Again. the 
m ottr has suggested that half should be taken. Why stop at half? 
If money has got to be saved at all costs, and regardless of the method, 
you might as well take the lot while you are alniut it. It in well known 
that the reyisipun that have been given in reso rt of these Services in 
recent years were givelf after protracted discussions, and in mans eases 
on a consideration*of arguments applicable not only to Bengal, but to 
India as a whole. Most of these ImjxMiul Services are recruited on an all- 

' India basis, lind after careful examination, it was agieed that unless
• we offered certain rates of pay, suitable men could not be recruited, and 

to the extend thitt thi* is so. it is obvious that the preseut stales could 
notlx* lightly brushed aside. Nor is it the case that the increments given 
to the Imperial Services, taken as a whole, have Wen in tliein^elvcs exces­
sive. Comparisons are diiticult <o make, especially as so many Services 
are WOW on a tiine-scole. sf!ortl\ after the increment* vvcie given. 1 bad 
ft calculation made m,res|iect of the Indian (’nil Service, which proved that 
on the judicial side, offic*t •. were actually losing by this so-called 
improvement, while taking tho Service as a whole, (lie increments 
earned bvindividuali^ worked out toan absolutely paltry sum. Another 
|N»iut which is worthy of the consideration of I'm* Council, is that apart 
from the ordinary linuournhle relations l>etvvoeu <ivant and employer, 
the lm|>erial Services Jiave ceitain statutory nurhts, and under sect ion 
IMS (B) of tho Government of India A ct/*  every |x*rsoii appointed, before 
the conunencen|£nt of the (iovernment uf India Act, 1919, by the 
Secretary of State in Council to the u \il  service of the (’town in India 
shall retain all his existing or accruing rights, or shall receive such
< ornfHMisation for the loss of any of them as the Secretary of “State in 
Council ma\ consider just mi.l equitable.” So even were this Council 
so misguided ail to adopt this resolution, uud the local (iovernment 
so misguided as to seek to enforce it, it would only in many cases ex|M»se 
Government to heavy tlttijUi foi damag<s.

So much for the Imperial Services.
The case ,ior the Provincial Servi/M^ is Uiit o | h*ii to these difficulties 

u n d erc u t Act, but eqtialU in their case, the enhancement* given have 
not bet*n excessive, and euripnsly enough in reajiect of the Services in 
ill *rhic^ the enhancements were possibly on a better scale than in some 
others, namely, the Bengal Civil Service on the executive and judicial 
side*. I would remind the Council that when our orders were brought 
out, the general trend of criticism against them, whfeh was voiced in 
thin Coui#il or the old on* . was Out we were treating our officers 
somewhat ungenerously, and when it was seen that certain other prov­
inces were giving a higher maximum we were criticised 011 thaf account.

‘Therefore, neither in the case of the Provincial Services is there a 
case fortius drastic action, and if wewere m  unwiae t»* te-accept this 
re*dutio«, whot would be the effect pf sudl an act of repudiation either

II



on the credit of the province dr on the feeling among the Services them, 
selves? Why is it only in the case of these Imperial and Provincial 
services that the argument of the rise in the cost of living which ig 
constantly pressed upon us as justifying irnpro'^d prospects for min- 
isterial officers and menials, is to be ignored? The only argument of 
Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri is that w# ajce v lry  hard^p, and he has 
worked ont a theory to his own satisfaction, that these increments would 
never have been given at all if the present financial position of the 
province had been foreseen. That theory is not baseJ upon facts.  * 
The improvement of the pay of these .Services was overdue; the appoint-• 
merit of the Public Services Commission in itself was overdue, and even 
after the Public Services Commission submitted its report, ifs  considera­
tion was extraordinarily delayed. 1 wan Home Secretary at the time; and 
it was under !*>rd Hardinge’s orders that the consideration of the 
report wafrhtld up during tin* war. Had it not been foY this, these 
increments would have been given to the Services in 1910-17 or 1917-18, 
and to that extent the Services  were deprived of an improvement of
♦ heir prosjH’cts which thev had a right to exfwcT. tyut4 it is obvious 
that at that time, the Itefonus and theii changes were not foreseen by any­
one, and this theory that, had it then been known how we stand, these 
increments would not ha>a been given, is one which will not stand 
examination. The increments were given, Iw'ciMise after inquiry they. 
were held to be justified under ftp  modern conditions of service, and were 
necessary if we dtj&ired to recruit for the Services of the future men of the 
type who hû i Joined them in the past In so far as men have Wen 
recruited sjHMincallv o*» these t e r m s  ni recent years, it is obviouslv 
impossible now to go back uj>on them. For these reasons I trust that 
the resolution is not one which will commend i t sel f  to the good sense of 
the Council. k

Babu KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I ant-sorry that my real 
intention in moving this resolution has been misunderstood. I said that 
if you have not the means to make these grants, liberal grants, take time, 
and in the meantime improve ymir position an# then think of continu­
ing this. I fctiritf that these recommendations were submitted.to the 
Government of India long ago, but in 1919 there w u a change, tfhd this 
change ought to htitwbeen taken into consideration. Without consider* 
itfg our ability In manage, these ari^ttgements were sanctioned: they 
were necessary no doubt, but .it the same time it ought to have been shown 
to the Governm#i¥i*of India that we w&e not in a position to meet them. 
That has not been done; you can now do it in two ways, either yon cao 
say that the Government of India must grant us more money so that we 
may be ia a position to maintain our household affairs, or we shall have 
to rut our coat according to our cloth. It is very unfortunate that we 
an> hard pressed, but who is to blame? It we are required to maintain 
thia costly staff, some arrangement should be mad*. I anrtiai|>ropofling 
that we should not make these payments at a ll. Iffy only proposal ia
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that we should inform the Government of India o! our position, and 
ask either to be allowed to stop these allowances for some time* or that 
liberal grlfhts should be made to us to enable us to meet them. This is 
iny proposal. #The references are necessary for the sake of making our 
position clear. I do not suggest that officers should be asked to refund 
money which‘lias already been paid to Miem, but I <^ly suggest that 
further payments should be suspended. My proposal is only prospective 

. and not retrospective.  I f  you th ink that a time-limit is necessary to 
g iv e  effect to my proposal,  it can be done by altering the wording of 
the resolution. ^ W h e n  we arc financially able to meet these changes ,  
then we cam incur the lull ex penditure .  I have uo objection to the 
alterafion of the w ording  of  my resolu tion.  Ouj  ̂ troubles began from 
1919 when these in c r e m e n ts  were granted  ; we then saw that our financial  
position would be  worse, 1 saw the correspondence in winch it was 
strongly urged that  B en g a l ' s  contr ibution  to the Government of India 
should  not 1m* progress ive;  the suggestion  was that it should  1m» f ixed;  
this s u g g e s t io n  was considered even by the J o in t  P ar l iam en tary  (Join* 
mit tee,  and it was ex p la in ed  that  our position was such that it would In* 
imposs ib le  for us to m an age  w ith out  extra  taxat ion ,  and taxatiou in the 
b e g in n in g  w a e o u t  Of the question in cons idering  the financial *ett lenient.  
If the Secretary of  S t a t e #thn>ks f )»:»I the increments  already granted should  
rtot*be interfered w ith ,  and that this  wo$Jd result  in hardship, then in 
some oth er w ay  we •h ould  be helped.  If it is t h o u g h t i h a t  m v suggestion 
is a reasonable  one, and that \m> an* real ly  not in a to incur m
much exp en d itu re  on account  of our household  affairs, we m ay be given  
rel ief in some other way.  W h ateve r  that wav may be, I think there 
would  !>e no harm in subrn it t i | |g  th is  proposal  to the Government of India  
for considerat ion* so th at  u e j j h o u ld  get spine substant ia l  rel ief  in some 
other direction .  We should  not spend beyond our means,  otherwise  we 
shall  1m* bankrupt.  We are real ly  in a bankrupt s ta te  a* we have no 
m oney.  W e  have matured some proposals  for new taxa t ion ,  but that 
is not sufficient to meet jpur needs. I n  th is  state  of affairs, it is reason­
able  that we should submit these consideration* to the h ig h er  authorit ies  
so that they m ay s h o ^  us a w av  to meet them* and tell us what to do in 
the circumstances. T have  not heard in reply  anything which would 
really induce me to withdraw fryfl^ the p o r t io n  T have taker*. T there­
fore com m end m y  motion for the consideration of  the House.

On the motion being put, a i^yiaion was taken wittk the following 
result—

A Yea.

1922 1 AND ALLOWANCES OF OFFICERS. 151

AImn*, Kkta a*fi**40r, Manftrl WatHnuMlft. •arms, R i l W M  fjuN kM M .



on the credit of the province or on the feeling among the Services them­
selves? Why is it only in the cage of these Imperial anc^ Provincial 
services that the argument)* of the 1 ise in the cost of living* which is 
constantly pressed upon u s  ax justifying imp»o*ed prospects for min­
isterial officers and menials, is to 1#* ignored? The only argument of 
Balm Kishori Mohan Chntidhr.ri is that we a*e v£rv h a rd e n  and he ha* 
worked ont a theory to his own satisfaction, that these increments would 
never have been given at all if the present financial position of the 
province had been foreseen. That theory is not based upon facts. 
The improvement of the fmy of these Services was overdue; the appoint-* 
merit of the Public Kcmres Commission in itself was overdue, and even 
after the Public Services Commission submitted its report, ifa considera­
tion was extraordinarily dela\ed. I was Horne Secretary at the time; and 
it was under Iiord Hardinge’s orders thgt the consideration of the 
report wa# h« Id up during the war Hud it not been for this, these 
increments would have lieen given to the Services in I91f>-17 or 1917-18, 
and to that extent the Services were deprived of an improvement of 
their prospects which thev bad a right to ex^x-ct. But* it is obvious 
that at that time, the Iteforms and their changes were not foreseen by any­
one, and this theory that, hud it then been known how we stand, these 
increments would not hn\t> been given, is one which will not stand 
examination. The increment* wen* driven, bectHtse after inquiry tjhey 
weie held to be justified under Hie modern conditions of service, and were 
necessary if we <l«û red to recruit for the Services of thfc future men of the 
tyjM' who hiAtd joined them in tin* j u s t  In so fai as men h a v e  l»een 
ncruited s |h*< ilicaUy oi.these l e m i s  mi ret ent year*. it is obviouslv 
ini|sisMible now to go back upon them. For these reasons 1 tnust that 
the resolution is not one which will commend itself to t h e  good sen.se of 
the Council.

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I am sorry that my real 
intention in moving this resolution has been misunderstood. I said that 
if yo u  have not the means to make these giants, lil>eral grants, take time, 
and in the meantime improve your position an& then think of continu­
ing this. 1 k'nfiuP' that these recommendations were submitted, to the 
Government of India long ago, but in 1919 there Wms a change, tftid th is  
change ought to httfw been taken into consideration. Without ^onsifler- 
ilSg eu r  ability In manage, these arrangements were sanctioned; th ey  
w^re nec^ssarv no doubt, but .it the wuiie time it ought to have been sh ow n  
to t he Govern miW^ of India that we wAt* not in a jiosition to m eet th em . 
T h a t h as not been done; you can now do it in tw o  w a v s, e ith e r  y o u  can  
say that the Government of India mint grant us more money so that we 
may be ifo a position to maintain our household affairs, or we shall have 
to eut our coat according to our cloth. It is very unfortunate that we 
are hard pressed, but who is to blame? It we are required to maintain 
this costly staff, some arrangement should be made* I amDo|proposing 
that we should not make these payments at all* My only propoea^ if  ^
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that we should inform the Government of India of our position, and 
ask either to be allowed to stop these allowances for some time, or that 
liberal gritats should be made to us to enable  us to meet th em . This is 
my proposal. # T h e  reference* are necessary for the Hake of making our 
position clear. I do not suggest  that officers should  l>e asked to refund  
money which l i a s  a lready  W en  paid  to t’hem, but I ijnly Nujrgettt that  
further p aym en ts  should  be suspended.  My proposal is only  prospective  

. and not retrospective. I f  you think that a t im e- l im it  is necessary to 
#trivtf effect to m y  proposal,  it can be done by a l te r in g  the wording1 of 

the reso lut ion .  ^(Wheti we are firi.tncialtv able to meet them* change*,  
th ea  we c m  incur  the lull expenditure .  1 have no objection to the  
alterat ion  of the w ording  of m y resolution.  Ouj^ troubles Iw'tfan from 
1919 when theiie in c r e m e n ts  were g ra n te d ;  we then Haw that our financial  
position would 1k» worse,  t  saw the correspondence in which it was 
strongly urfred that B en g a l ' s  contr ibution  to the Government of India  
should  not be progress ive;  the s u r e s t ! m i  whn that it should  In* fixed;  
this s u r e s t iou wan considered even by the Joint Par l iam en tary  C om ­
mittee ,  and k  wan e x p la in ed  that our position was such th a t  it would  W  
im possib le  for us to m a n a g e  without extra taxat ion ,  and taxa t iou  in the 
beg in n in g1 w a a n u f  of the question in cons ider ing  the financial set t lem ent .  
If the Secretary of  StatOjhnik** th.it the increments  already grunted should  
ftot*be interfered w ith ,  and that thi* w o ^ d  result in hardship, then in 
som<* other w ay  we shou ld  be helped,  f f  it is th o u g h t  th a t  iny s u ^ e s t i o n  
is a reasonable  one , and that we are real ly  not in a T^wtUioji to incur  so 
much exp en d itu re  on account of our household  .affairs, we may be jrivon 
rel ie f  in some other wa> . Whatever that wav m a y  lie, I think there 
would  lw» no harm in s u b m i t t in g  this  proposal to the Qovernuient of India  
for c o n s i d e r a t i o n  **o that we jihnuld *̂*t syme substant ia l  rel ie f  in some  
other d irection.  Wi* should  not spend beyond our m eans,  otherwise  we 
shall  1m* bankrupt.  W e  are real ly  in a bankrupt sta te  as we have no 
m oney .  W e  have matured some proposals  for new taxa t ion ,  bt»| that 
is not sufficient to meefc jpur needs. Til this  sta te  of  affairs, it in reason­
able  that we should  submit these con^iderations to (lie lu f f for  authorit ies  
so th at  t h e y  m ay s h o n  us a wav to meet them , aud tell uk w hat to do in 
the c ircum stances .  T have  not heard in rep ly a t ty & in #  which  would  
rea l ly  induce  me to withdraw f r u f l | t h e  posit ion T have lakeit .  I  there ­
fore com m end mv motion for the considerat ion o f  the H o m e .  *

On the mot ion beinff put,  a div ision  was taken witf i the following 
result—

AYft.

Ktuui 0«fca*»r, HaMtvi WatfcnwMln. Sanwa, ftal Pafwfcanan.

Mini, M atHvi M a t  tMtft*. OluiirtlMrf, f ta l  Harnfaaa*
IN H , HimmM mar. 0«», Sake S» *twa#<».

, Mr. lyMl Irfan. Wmii Hw, iM if  Wirfiaiwiiai  I
ICarfca, Maafvf AM*.
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lii£ 1 * 1  i  v r  u a  x i v , i m * u .  x  u ,

Ultra, Rai Bahadur Mahandra Chandra. 
Maltra, Or. Jatlndra Nath.
MuMiarjl, Itlii Satlati Chandra. 
Mufcharjt, Prafaaaar 8. C.
Nakay, Mlrta Muhammad AH.
Naakar, »abu Ham Chandra.

Rauf, Maulvi Shah AMw. 
i Hay, Babu NalliM Nath.

Itay Chaudhuri, BjAa Sallaja Nath. 
I H lf c r  iSalam, Khan 

! tartar, Babu Jataah Chandra.
| Suhrawardy, Mr. Huaayii Shahaad.

NOES.

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur, Maulvi EmadodJm. 
Ahmad, Maulvi Yahulnuddln.
Banarjaa, tha Han'bla Sir Surendra Nath. 
Blaa, Mr. E. C.
Baaa, Mr. S. M.
Chaudhuri, tha Han'bla tha Nawab Salyld 

Nawab All, Khan Bahadur.
Da*, Mr. S. R.
Oa, Babu Fanlndralal. *
DaLUta, Mr. J. A.
Ouval, Mr. H. P.
Pranah, Mr. f. C.
Qhaaa, Rai Bahadur Jasandra Chundar. 
Gaada, Mr. S. W.
Haphyna, Mr. W. S.*
Huntlngfard, Mr. 0. T.
Huq, Maulvi Ehramul.
Karr, lha Han'bla Mr. 4. H.
Khaltan, Babu Oavl Praaad.
Khan, Maulvi Md. Raftqua Uddln.
Khan, Mr. Raiaur Rahman.
Lane, Mr. J.

Law, Raja Raahaa Cata.
Mlttar, tha Han’btt Mr. P. B.
Mufchar)aa, Babu Nltya Dhan.
Muniah, Babu Nlra4a Bahary.
Paddar, Babu KaaharaNk
Rahaam, Mr. Abdttr.
Rahim, tha Vton'tria Sir Abd-arf*
Ray, Kumar Shlb Shafcharaawar.
Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. Krtalma Chandra.
Ray Chaudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Ray, Mtfoaraja Bahadur Kahaunith Chandra. 
Ray, Mr. Bl)ay Praaad Slncfi.
Ray, Rai Bahadur Lallt Mahan Singh.
Ray, Raja Manltall Singh.
Slnha, Babu furandra Narayan.
Spry, Mr. H. E.
Staphanaan,<Mr. H. L*
Suhrawardy, Dr. Haaaaa.
Swan, Mr. 4. A. L.
Travart, Mr. W. L.
WaUh, Mr. C. P.
Whaalar, tha Hfn’ble Sir Hanry.

T h e  A yen i»K ftvi«l t h e ’N oes  11»m«»tt<»tt w a s lost .

Summonses and Notices in Civil suits.

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHAR'II: T h i s  (oum il re<om-
in e n d s  I<» t h e  ( io v e i  i»nit*nt th a t  e a i l y  s lep a  1m* t a k e n  to  i n t r o d m e  s e r v i c e  
o f  s u m m o n s e s  a n d  n o t i c e s  in a ll  c i \  il suit**, a p p e a l s  a n d  o x e c u t i o n  m a t t e r *  

by r e g is l  ei ed  post in p l a t e  of t h e  e x i s t i n g  * . e m c e  o f  Mich s u m m o n s e s  a n d  
n o t i c e s  b j  p e o n s . ”

Thin resolution to mv mind concerns jtammdars, merchants and the 
poor, all alike, and m\ object in mo\ing it is to reduce the costs in fitiga- 
tion, the harassment to the litigant public and to lessen the oppression 
of the poor. It is a well-known fact that t he se  pi^ns often get tip#, and 
these tips vary accoiding to the journey they have to perform ity the 
H*rviee of these summonses, and if this gratification is not paid to them, 
the mtult is that they cause much annoyance and harassment to the 
litigant public. In this way a simple rent suit often takes t* years to he 
settled Ihm ause if there are 8 or 10 defendants, and if they li*p in several 
places, it is impossible to get R̂ ltM'ree and to get such a small f»uit disposed 
of quietly. If luy resolution lie accepted, all thin trouble would be avoid* 
ed. In insolvency case* at present this procedure i* adopted, and all 
notice** to the creditors are served by registered p^st. Even in eiiaeti 
where returns are satisfactory but the defendants do not appear in con* 
tented canes, the j u d ic ia r y  have made it a practice of issuing registered



post cards to ensure that processes have been served. This shown that 
the judiciary havejpeat faith in the service of notice* by registered post. 
So I submit that if  is high tiuie that the old practice of serving KUitnnniiM  ̂
through peons should be done away with, ami in it* place the service by 
registered poift adopted. This will shorten delay which in sometimes 
caused in tha administfation of justice. So I submit that this resolution 
1m* accepted by the Council. If legislation is neceswiry ,  1 do not think 
there would be any difficulty in carrying it through. So I submit that 
a case has been made out for the adoption of tht* procedure suggested in

# my resolution in place of the old one.

Bfbu 0EVI PR0SA1 KHAITAN: I h< »g to m ove  an a m e n d m e n t  to 
thin res o lu t io n  th a t  in  m ot ion  No.  f»7, fot tlie word** “ in place  of ”  I lie 
words 41 an an  a l t e r n a t i v e  o i j n  a d d i t io n  to ”  be subst it uted .  A< am en d ed  
th e  reso lu t io n  w o u ld  run »s fo l low *:  “ T h is  C ounc il  teconiiiiMnds to the  
G o v e r n m e n t  that ear ly  s teps  be taken to m t i o d u c e  set vice  o f  sum m on ses  
and  no t ices  in a l l  c iv i l  su i ts ,  a p p ea ls  and e x ec u t io n  m a t tc i s  l»\ l e t t e r e d  
poU# as an a l t e r n a t iv e  or in a d d i t io n  to, the e x i s t i n g  mm vice  of  win h sum  
m ou ses  <md n o t ice s  by p e o n s ."

Thera*are  tw o  reasons w h ich  have  im p el led  me (o move thi* am e n d  
m en t .  T h e  first one  is that if  the reso lu t ion ,  as it nlands,  be a ccepted ,  
thurc w i l l  1k» necess ity ot a m e n d in g  the  C iv i l  PuM-eduie Code The  
C iv i l  P ro ce d u re  Code at present prov ides  p r i m a n l \  tor service  o f  s u m ­
m on ses  and not ices  th rou gh  peons  and  as an a l t e r n a t iv e  it picHcrilkc* 
that th ese  processes  can 1m * served b\ l e g M e r e d  p o s t  Sir ,  if the w o id s  
l»e that  serv ice  by le g i s te re d  post shou ld  1m * in trod uced  in place  of the  
e x i s t i n g  ser v ice  of such su m m o n se s  b \  j icons,  th e  result  w il l  neccHwaiih  
1m* th a t  th is  resolut ion cannot he t a m e d  into  opei at ion w ith out  an am en d '  
m e n t  o f  the ( ’ode  o f  C i \ i l  P r o c e d u ie .  T h e  second reason is th i s ;  that  
th er e  are p laces  a t  whi^ h it w ould  l>e more c o n v e n ie n t  t*> s e r \ e  Ihese  
l e g a l  processes  by m ean* o f  |w»ons instead of  th ro u g h  reg i s tered  post ; for 
e x a m p le ,  d is ta n t  v i l l a g e s ,  v i l l a g e s  in w h ic h  there  in not a sa t is fac tor y  
a r ra n g em en t  o f  |x>stal serv ice .  T h e  lnpst m e th od  o f  m*ivice of lega l  pro* 
ceases in th a t  at present adop ted  by th e  S m a l l  C auses  C o u i t ;  there  the  
prac t ice  is th a t  v i m  a su it  is filed a po^t-card is at once  sent to the  
d e fe n d a n t ,  a n d  th e  d e fe n d a n t  at once  knows what date  is fixed and the  
hou r  o f*the  s u i t ,  an d  if  there  is a n v  m a m e u v r i n g  in the  serv ice  o f  s u m ­
m o n s  on th e  d e fe n d a n t ,  the  d e fe n d a n t ,  b e in g  c o g n i s a n t  o f  th e  da te  hnd  
ho u r  o f  th e  s u i t ,  g oes  4o th e  cou rt ,  m ak es  in q u ir ie s ,  g e t s  a co p y  o f  the  
p la i n t ,  e a te r s  an a p p ea r a n c e  an d  files a w r it ten  s ta te m e n t .  T h e  reason  
why Babu S a t i s h  Chandra M u k h arj i  has  in tro d u ced  th is  reso lu t ion  is 
primarily to get rid of the disgust eauseH by  the non -ser v ice  o(gsummnn*  
when the return made is that the s u m m o n s  had been actually served. 
Some years ago, before the recent in n o v a t io n  wan adopted by th e  Calcutta 
Small Cauaee Court, a person sitting in his houae found himself at once 
arrested on a writ of warrant w ith o u t  a n y  serv ic e  of summons or of the
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notice of execution, and the first knowledge be had of the suit was that 
the bailiff came and arrested him. I t  was that reason that impelled the 
Small Causes CBurt in Calcutta to adopt the salutary practice of first 
Rending a pout card and then serving the writ of summons. Courts Jiave 
the authority of serving legal processes through registered jrost; under the 
Civil Procedure Code in cases in which the party who has to get legal 
processes served, hut thinks that it would In* very expensive or it would 
be very inconvenient to have the process served through a peon, the Court 
ha* the right to order service of the process by means of registered post. 
In some cases, this practice has been followed by the Calcutta High « 
Court. Unfortunately, this practice lm* not been followed to that degree 
to which it ought to have been bv the other Coifrts; and therefore hope 
that this House will accept my amendment in order to impress upon the 
judiciary that this is an alternative method which can be followed and 
sometimes it can be done in addition ho that the defendant or other party 
upon whom a notice has got to be served may get due notice of the suit oi 
action or motion against him.

•• 4
Raja RE8HEE CASE LAW: The object of the resolution is to s im p l i ­

fy the procedure for service  of summonses  and notices, e tc .,  in c iv i l  suits .  
The present procedure of tho Code of Civil Procedure for the service ot 
sum m ons,  e tc .,  is to effect personal service wherev<*,« possible on the id en t i ­
fication of the put t\ v\ iio takes out the process If service b \  the post- 
office is to be substi tu ted for the present method of service,  and the id en t i ­
fication of the postal peon l>e substituted for that of the parties,  it will  
leave  a wide door open for f iau d  ; at the same time considerable  difficulties  
would arise if the fact o f  the* service lie disputed.  The postal peon, in 
that case, will  h u \e  to l»e e xam ined .  If the postal peon in the m eant im e  
l>e dismissed oi transferred to other distr ic ts , then the difficulties of  the  
parties may be better im agined than described,  because the parties  would  
have to resort to the post-office for service of  processes upon the transferred  
or dismissed peon to secure his  a ttendance  in Court to g ive  his  ev idence ,  
and the result would be a considerable  los* of t im e in the adjudication  
of  suits  even of small  value. Even if the processes 1m* real ly  served,  the  
parties would  not fail  ttt take advan tage  of such uncerta in ty  in the service.  
Moreover such a system would  g ive  i is e  to m an \ corruptions  in  th e  postal  
service. The  diff iculty  of postal service  would be the more where^t/r<£rn- 
nthin ladies  and i l l i terate  men are concerned. In their  cases the  objec­
tions would  l>e e ither  non-service *>f processes  or fraud. No doubt postal  
service  is an easy method of service ,  and the proposal for the  introduction  
of such a method of service  in&s p a d e  before; but^mfterfstmsidering the  
pro$ and^'on* of such service, itrwas S o t  adopted L eg is la ture .  1

. thetefore object to th is  resolution. j
*c f

MCMBER in tharg* of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (th t 
Sir Abd-ur»R«him): T ivirrpt that , 1 a m  unable to
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accept either Hie resolution which has been moved by Babu Sati&h Chand­
ra Mukharji or the amendment proposed by Mr. Khaitan. The question 
raised is one of great difficulty, every one who is familiar with the busi­
ness of the courts knows that the question of proper and efficient 
aeivioe ol sufnmons $nd other processes if responsible for a great 
deal*of litigation; #and if one could avoid all this litigation by the 
simple process of posting a letter to the address of the defendant or 
the respondent, it would l>e a very great boon indeed to the country. 
To find a solution of these difficulties, the High Court has framed 

‘elaborate rules assisted by advisory com m it tees composed of expe­
rienced .lawyers; for it ^is the function of the High (-ourt to decide 
what rules are appropriate for, the service of processes. Many difficult 
questions of law have arisen in connection with the service of processes 
and the High Court has, fr«n time to time, devoted its attention to the 
best way o f  solving the difficulties. But I am afraid the remedy is not 
so simple as is supposed by the mover of the resolution or by Mr. Khaitan ; 
Kaja Reshee Case I>aw has very succinctly and deuily pointed out some 
of the main difficulties in the way of adopting the suggest ions.

The courts require that, in the fitst instance, wheiever prticlicahle, 
the service must be peisonal and every means should Ke exhausted In the 
court to see that personal service cannot be effected befoie ordering sub­
stituted service. One of the difficulties always experienced by Judges is 
as to when substituted service should Ih* ordered. The law does in certain 
case* contemplate service by registered post, but the courts often hesitate 
a great deal for the reasons which ha\e !>een explained l»y Kaja KcnIhh* 
Case I jaw in ordering such service; and I think the Council should not 
take upon itself the responsibility of recommending that service of pro­
cesses should ordinarily be by means of registered post. If you |w»st a 
letter at one end, you h a v e  still to pio\e that the letter got to its destina­
tion and no end of d if f i c u l t i e s  j»n**e there. It would Im* a risky thing 
to lay down that s e r v ice  of p ro c e s s e s  should ordinarily Ih* b\ mean* of 
postal letters. Mr. Khaitan has cited the case of the Calcuttn Court of 
Small Causes and of the practice in the Original Side of the High Court; 
but the conditions of Calcutta are \erv different frflum those in the mufas- 
sal. Here also^the court requires that service should be personal as far 
as possiUe. I think therefore that the matter cannot be dealt with in a 
summary way by a resolution of this Council and I would strongly advise 
the Council not to accept the resolution^

Babu iATISH CHANDRA MUKHARJI: The remarks made by the 
Hon’ble Sir AM-ur-R^him show that *lhe Kin tier is not so simple as it 
appears to me, but tfie difficulty IhKh aJitftional ground, it seeift* to me, 
that the experiment should he mlde. Mr. Khaitan has suggested we 
amendment and it seem* to me thllTno great harm would be done in 
accepting his suggestion. The amendment shows that it is an alter­
native measure whiclr might be adopted at the discretion of the eottrt. I

•  *
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will illustrate my point by an example. In a case, there might be seyer- 
il defendants some of whom might be residing in distant places. In such 
a  case, the practice is to issue a summons to those places* perhaps two or 
hiee hundred miles away and the summons is served by peons who are 

aent to these places. It sometime* happens that they do not serve the 
summons. So if Mr. Khaitan’s amendment be accepted, much diffi­
culty will be avoided and the courts will be the best judges in the matter. 
Th«* uit*n on the spot will exercise thru discretion. I think thereioie 
Unit my resolution, a* uiiiended by Mr. Khaitan, if adopted by the Council, 
*ill reduce the cost of litigation and embarrassment to the litigant 
itiblic and also shorten litigation.

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Do vou then accept the amendment 
proposed by Mr. Khaitan?

Babu SATISH CHANDRA MUKHARJi: ies.

The motion,  us amended b\ liabw Debi  I'rasad Khaitan, was then put 
Mid lost.

Withdrawal of resolution.

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I understand that Mr. Bi joy Brosad
'Kingh Hoy has \sithdiawn thi* following iikiIiun :

This  Counci l  i ecomrneuds  t*» the ( i ovc i n me nt  that in f i l l ing up 
..n a n c i e s  a mo n g  the sergeants  in the Cab utta Pol ice,  Indians  of  respect-  
iible parentage ,  good charade?  and educat ion be h e me fo r th  uppoiuted,  
111) the numiMT ol Indians  Ih ;"*0 pci cent nf the total  s t rength of  
sergeants  in the Cab utta INdice."

Recruitment to Subordinate Judicial Service.

Mr. HUSEYN SHAHEED SUHRAWARDY . “ This Coum il recom- 
ments to the tioxcrnment that a represen tutixe committee Ih* apfiointed to 
frame mles under section 7 of the Bengal, Agra and Assam Civil 
Points Act, 1NN7 (XII ot 1 S.M7), for re< tuitment to the subordinate judi- 
rial serviie so as to secure adequate representation for all important 
rommunities." ,

I feel no hesitation in mo\iu$ this resolution though I must confess 
! tread on dangerous ground, but with a certain degree of sympathy 
liom my Hindu brethren, a certain amount of generosity, a certain 
nmount of justice tempered with mercy, 1 think that the taslrtif all will 
Ih* coiiHiderabk lightened. Tmake no bones of the matter that this reso­
lution hut been inspired by the *bock?hg disparity which was revealed by 
fc question asked in this Council bv Mr. Syeif Krfan Ali on the 6th April, 
I91M, in the number of Hindu munsifs and inunsiflt of <tther communi­
ties. The number, as far as 1 remember, waa 293 as against 14t 6 of 
vhonrare officiating. This disparity is jw^reat that it cannot be
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explained by the brilliant attainments of Hindu vakils or by their pre­
ponderating numbers in the profession, or even by the fact that their 
forbears were previously in the judicial service, or their HjHmsors were 
uien of rank and eminence. Intrinsically, there must bo something 
wrong in theV ay these appointments have been made. They appear to 
a large extent to h#ve been guided by accidents and not by rule Suiely 
there is no member here, except one fanatically inclined, who will say 
that the number represents a just proportion, or that no effort should 
be made so as to secure conditions as may make for better justice, and a

* more reasonable rule in the matter of appointments. Undo sub-sort ion
I of the ^ot, it is the High Court that dominates and tin* (Jovei niuct t 
is compelled to appoint Those whom the High Court has nominated. 
I'nder section 2, it is open to the Government, in consultation with the 
High Court, to frame rulesrfoi apimintmcnt, if it desires to do so and my 
request is that rules be so framed us to make for bettei communal 
representation. The Committee of the High Court, I understand, 
consists of one judge, who, eminent though lie is, cannot possibly do 
justice betweentf'oiumuiiitles if the principle itself i> wanting. I am 
merely asking that the rules be so trained as to make for better com* 
munal representation. Drawn as the incumbents will be from the same 
ranks as heretofore, the cause of just ice w ill not sutler, and if we acknow­
ledge that in the matiei of  appointments, jnnest justice of the absha* t 
type is never effected. I see no reason win attention should not be paid 
to the clamant needs of othci commun it i e s  foi the |»ciqui*itcs of State 
appointments. Government has pursued a poln \ to a bilge extent of 
appointing men of both the communities in a certain proportion, and one 
secs no reason why in this dc|»attmeut as well, the cause of justice not 
Wing impaired, the same attention should not l>e jxnd to communal 
interests. For again, I put it to the memlwrs, that the figures clearly 
lexeal an unjust state of things and must Ih» rectified at the earliest jw**- 
ftible op|*>rtunity, so that all communities may ]*urtiri(»at4', where thc\ 
desire to do so, and when* the\ have shown themaelvos worthy of it, in 
the administration of the <ountiv, even in the judicial dejmrtmeut. I run 
assure the members that it d o e s  not please me to press forward Muham­
madan claims. 1 would far rather that Hindu mem!**!’* realising the 
justice of our claims supi>ort4*d it with better grace; I can assure 
them *that, desiring as 1 do to,, consider all as Indians, I do 
not wish to accentuate the differences which makes them meml^rs of 
different communities. But we cannot ignore the hard fact* of 
exist*Mic^ Public services form for the* present and will form for 
Dome time to come the side avenue for a large section of the edu­
cate*1 community, and give rise to certain advantages of cignjictjwv, 
leisure and means, which no community can ignore, however eialtad its 
patriotism. For let us lay down a* an unassailable proposition that the 
nation can only rise out of mutual forbearance between the two communi­
ties, which is only pp*aiblfyph«*n both are equally strong, self-rejecting
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and mutually respecting, which is only possible when bothr participate 
equally in the administration of the country; and to my mind, a time 
will come and will come soon, if you do not push back other and 
weaker communities, when there will be no need for this insist­
ence and all' «oin muni ties wilj march wide by aide, equally strong, 
equally efficient, towards a stronger and a united India. 1 would 
therefore request my Hindu brethren, if they grant the Muham­
madans certain rights corn men sura to with their ability, with their 
importance, with their needs, consonant with justice and equity, 
to support this request which will give to other communities what is their 
due, and which, fffkder the existing arbitrary system of choice, they can­
not secure. I would request the Government too to accept this resolution 
which attempts to move a just grievance, which Government itself has 
recognised in the departments which are dirct'th’ under its control.

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I can at once say on behalf of the
Government that we have even sympathy with the object underlying 
this resolution. Government have attempted, wherever possible, to give 
effect to the principle that tiie impoitant communities of this province 
should be adequately lepresented in the public services; hitherto, no 
doubt, the position o f  Muhammadans in the public services of Bengal, 
generally, has not been adequate having legard to tjjieir number. But, tyt 
the same time, it has to Ik* recognised that in the matter of education, 
until lately, they have been lm»kwaid and that is one  important 
reason why they do not oc« upy the same position in the public services 
an their Hindu brethren So tar as this particular resolution is concerned, 
while the Government has every sympathy with its object, it must l>e 
made clear, as the movei of the resolution has himself admitted, that the 
Government only nftkes appointment of persons who are selected or 
nominated b\ the High Court. The High Court in a matter of this 
nature is the l>est judge as to the qualifications required for these appoint­
ments. The figures which have been cited by the mover are extremely 
deplorable, but at the same time, it must be remembered that the number 
of Muhammadan qualified candidates for appointment in the judicial 
service has lieen limited and, so far as I cun recollect, onlv a 
small pro|K>rtion of these candidates were rejected. There are 14 
Muhammadans, 1 believe, now in ftoe judicial service, or something like 
that number, but within the lasFthree or four years, I believe, almost 
all the eligible Muhammadan candidates except two- or three were 
accepted by the High Court. The question however, has been brought 
more than once to the notice of the High Court and the G<&t»mment 
is inclined to hope that the High Court will, in making selections for 
appointment to this service, give every comideration to the need for

* better representation of the Muhammadan community in that service.
With regard to t^# spfcific suggestion fot the appointment of a com­

mittee I may tell the mover that the selection does not lie with one 
Judge only but that the Selection Committee of the High Court £•
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composed, I  think, of three learned Judges who make the seleotions and 
their selections, I believe, are scrutinised by five Judges. The mimes 
are then sent to the Government for appointment. The question ot 
appointing a representative committee not perhaps in the sense intended 
by the mover 4>ut a committee in which, for instance, the Bar might be 
properly represented, was considered, but it was held that it would not be 
desirable to introduce outside element into a committee of this nature. 
That is the position. At tiie same time. I ought to say, on Itehulf of 
the Government, that we are conscious of the fact that in the judicial

• service the Muhammadan element is very meagre and whenever properly 
qualified candidates are forthcoming that element oqght to be made 
stronger. *

As r egar ds  the rules.  I may tell  the Counci l  that new rules are at 
present be i n g  framed in cons ul ta t ion wi th the H i g h  Court i n d  the  
point under  di s cus s i on  has a l so been taken into cons iderat ion ; but there  
are di f f icul t ies ,  as  I h a \ e  said,  in f r ami n g  the rules in the manner  s u g ­
ge s t ed  by the  mover .  1 am t here fo i e  unable  to accept  the s|»ecific stig- 
ges t i on made  iu#the  resolut ion,  but I can assut e  the House  m n v  asjinij 
that the Go v e r nme nt  has c \ e r y  s \mp; i lhv wi th the objccl  uf t ins ir*olu-  
tion and wi l l  try its 1h*s< to meet  the wi s hes  of  tin* mot e t

Mr. HUSEYN 8H/JHEED 8UHRAWARDY: May 1 ask the Hon'ble 
Memlier if he has received an\ assurance from the High Court that the 
claiffts of the Muhammadans will U* considered in making future 
appointments ?

The Hon'ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: The High Court is prepared to say 
that whenever suitable Muhammadan candidates are a\u»lnbb* tin ir 
claims will U> dul\ considered

Mr. HUSEYH 8HAHEE0 8UHRAWARDY: Thai scarcely
satisfies me, because the H:gh Court will not so; that it has turned 
away any suitable Muhammadan candidates. Trt my knowledge, Sir, 
Muhammadan candidates of a certain degree of suitability and 
eminence, such candidates as who has {Hissed the B.L. examination in 
the first division, have l**en turned away and preference given to Hindu 
candidates who had jwissed iri the sec*md division. I do acknowledge, 
howevef that the condition of the Mfebammadans as far as education 
is concerned has been deplorable, but surely the vfigures UflJl against 
14, are not a true index of the degree of dep!ora bill ty. I do not 
acknowle4ge that Muhammadans are so veiy inferior to their 
Hindu brethren as to be represented by 29.3 against 14. I do not acknow­
ledge again tl»st the High Court is the bent judge for the •purj*>*e. 
The Hon'ble Member has saicT that the committee is composed of five 
Judges, but it is an open aecret, known to ever)' candidate who has 
•ought an appointment in the judicial service, that it in only one 
Judge who makes these ap|»ointments, and thi- committee of three or
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five Judge# making the selection a is a mere farce. If there was a 
committee of the whole Hifrh Court, a# there iff in Matfrns, to make 
the selections, that would no doubt have been satisfactory. But as condi­
tion* stand at present, 1 pieas thi» resolution, because 1 want the hall- 
murk of this Council to tho effect that coimaunal representation be 
given adequate consideration in the rule# that are being framed. J h e  
Hon’ble Metnlier has ,huid that rules are being framed and that communal, 
representation forms a certai'i item of it, but theie are difficulties; and 
I want the tii*U-iuark of this (‘ouncil that we are anxiously desirous that 
communal representation be given adequate consideration. 1 am * 
therefore unable to withdraw' the resolution.

The mot iot» was then put and earned

Assistant Secretary, Judicial t>apartm6ftt.

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Thi* (’ouncil recommends
to I he Government that tie* Assistant Secretary, Judicial Department, 
be rei mited fiom the mnk i id the Bengal Ci » i »  Serriee j  Judicial).’*

The resolut ion onl\  asl*s foi a small m e ir y  and demands on ly  a 
bare iict of ju st ice  w h i ih  has lieen denied to the m em W rs <»f an ini|>oi- 
tunt branch of the Bengal  Civil Neiv ice,  r/c .,  (he Judic ia l.

It may Is* in the recollection of  th is  House  that last year  o w in g  to 
’* I lie increase of work due 1 *» the Reform Sch«*»uc and the need o f  free­
ing the N ecie l iu y  from I n n in g  to do purely routine work ” the jjohI 
of an Assis tant S e r re ta n  in the Judic ia l Department was created and 
that an undergraduate  Doputv M agis trate  was ap|Nunte<l to the post in 
prefe ience to sojn<* woll -q ualihed candid ates  fiom the . ludicial branch 
of tin* set \ ice. T he  names of these candidates  were- - —

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I rise to a |*>int of order. Are 
We considering the merits of the candidates Y

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I am referring to the 
other candidates only to |Mtint out that well-qualified member** of the 
judicial service also applied for the post so that no such reply migl.t 
lie given hereafter that there wort* no candidates from the judicial 
service.

The names of the other candidates with the statement of their 
qualifications, as given by the Government, an* Babu Ananga Mohon 
Idihiri, a senior munsif. Babu Madhu Sudan Roy, n.i,., a munsif
with excellent record as a settlement officei, and Bahw Asutoeh 
Mitra, m.a., h.i, ,  another munsif. Under ;iurh circumstances there w w , 
as it wat natural, adverse comments in tht* press and even soape 
moderate papers very unfavourably criticiaed the appointment. The 
Council was also not slow to inquire why such was the case and Sir 
Asutosh Chaudhuri pointedly asked in last August why, in apite of 
the fact that there were already three Assistant Secretaries from the
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members of the executive nervit'e und none from the ranks of the
judicial service, a deputy magistrate was appointed as Assist nut Secre­
tary in the Judicial Department. The Hon’ble Member in charge
was pleased to reply that “ a deputy magistrate has been appointed
as the post Acquires administrative experience of a character which
a n®ember of the ^executive service has opportunities of acquiring,”

. Now, Sir, this is a reply which can justly Ik* resented l>\ all the memUis 
of the Provincial Judicial Service. It is a reply which brands them infer­
ior as a class and roundly declares them unfit for Secretariat work. It

# is a reply which ignores that it is they who administer the whole civil 
administration in subdivisions and sometimes on promotion even in dis­
tricts. It is a reply wtiich, to sa\ the least of it, robs Peter to pay 
Paul.

Hut there are other c^nsiderat ionn too- consideiations to which 1 
ha\e refeired i efore and which ought to w*«;»'h with those who will 
attempt to understand the full significance of such a resolution—the 
full m»*nMite cd the ine<|uit\ of tin* present n.; angement Sir, then' 
are now four A^tistant Secretaries to the Government all selci ted from 
the mem tiers of the Provincial Executive Sen ice and none from the tanks 
of the judicial service. “ Adminisliatjxe c\|»eiience of a character, etc.*' 
are no doubt convenient phrases which can make up for want of Cni\ei- 
sUy certificates, and*I do not deny their utility, hut ceitainlv catch- 
phrases should not create dose-prescrves nor shibboleth* a inono|»oly.

lastly , 1 should request all to consider if judn ial ex|teiience and 
service can lie considered as a disqualification for Secretanat work in 
the Judicial Department. W hate\ei else may 1m* the duties of the 
Secretary or the Assistant Secretary of tins IV|>uitment, certainly 
experience of judicial work and knowledge of the lequnemeiits of that 
service cannot Im* an unne<es*ar\ qualifi< at ion (hi the contiaix, only 
a member of the judicial service can lie well-equipped and well-fitted 
for the post. If not, and if a member of the Provincial Judicial Service 
is unfit to disc harge even the “ routine work ” of the Secretary «f 
that de|>artnient why, considering the better ojiportuuities to acquire 
administrative exjierience. should not a Ihntrict Magistrate lie 
appointed to the poet of the Secretary of the Judicial Dejmrtment and 
one who has served as a District Judge and fierformed judicial duties 
sfiouhf be appointed instead? Hut probably I forget that there is the 
hall-mark of the Indian Civil Service.

Ndw tto sura up, my arguments are: in the first place, why should 
not ou^vpost of Assistant Secretary out of the four, now manned by 
officers of the executive branch, be thrown open to the members of the 
Provincial Judicial Service? Next, whether the po»t of th§ Assistant 
Secretary of the J u d ic ia l Department is not a post which the members 
of the judicial service tan justly claim? And thirdly* whether service 
in the indicia) line can at all lie a d isq u a lifica tio n  for the post?

With these few words, Sir, I beg to move my resolution.
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five Judges making the selections is a mere farce. If there wan a 
committee of the whole Hifcb Court, an there is in Madras, to make 
the selections, that would no doubt have been satisfactory. But as condi­
tions stand at present, I pies.** this resolution, because I want the hall­
mark of (hi4 Council to the effect that communal representation be 
given adequate consideration in the rules that are being framed. JThe 
Hon'ble Memlter ha* said that rules an* being framed and that communal 
representation forms a certa;'i item of it, but theie are d.tliculties; and 
I want the hall-mark of this Council (hat we :>re anxiously desirous that 
communal rej»reHeutntion l>e given adequate consideration. I am * 
therefore unable to withdraw the roHolution.

The mot ion was then put and carried

Assistant Secretary, Judicial 'baparfmeitt.

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: T his  Council  recom m ends
(o Hie G overnm ent (hat lh»* A ssistant Secretary ,  Jud ic ia l  I)e|»nrtmont,
Im* recruited from the rank,  of the Bengal  Cr*,’» Kenfice {Judic ia l^

The resolution only ask*, for a small  mercy  and demand* only  a 
luirc act id ju st ice  which has l»een denied to the mernliers o f  an imjHU- 
tant branch of the Bengal  Civil S e iv ic e ,  n; . ,  the Jud icia l .

Il  may In* in the recollection of  this  House  tlfat last yeai owing* to 
“ the in< reasi of work due ♦*> the H efonn S c hem e and the need of  fr ee ­
ing  the Sec ie (ar y  f iom  hav in g  to do purely :o ii (ine work " th e j»ost 
of an Assistant Socretaiy  in the Jud icia l  D epa itm en t  was created and  
that an undergraduate Deputy Magis trate  was apjMHnted to the |*ost in 
prcfcrotice to some well -quali fied candidates  fiMin (he Jud icia l  blanch  
of the service  T he names of these candidates  w e r e -  -

The Hon'ble Sir ABD*UR*RAHIM • I rise to a |M»int of order. Are 
ifce cons ider ing  the merit s  of  the candid ates  *

Rai HARENORANATH CHAUDHURI: 1 am te ferring  to  the  
other candidates  only  to |H>mt o u t  that  well-qualifi<Hl m emlw rs of the  
judic ia l service  also applied for the jsw t  ho th a t  no Hueh rep ly in ig .  t 
Im* give n  hereufter that there were no candidates  from th e  judicial 
service.

The names of the other candidates with the statement oY their 
qualification*, as given bv the Government, are Babu Ananga Mohon 
I*ahiri, M., a senior munsif, Babu Madhu Sudan Hoy, B.L., a munsif 
with excellent record as a settlement . and BabivAsutoah
Mitra, m.a., a.i.., another munsif. Under Mich circumstances there w«re. 
as it waa natural, adverse comments in the press and even som*e 
moderate paper* very unfa\ourahly criticised ihe appointment. The 
Council was also not slow to inquire why such was the case and Sir 
Asutosh Chaudhuri pointedly aaked in laat August why, in spite of 
the fuel that there were already three Assistant Secretaries from the
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members of the executive service and none from the ranks of the 
judicial service, a deputy magistrate was appointed as Assistant Secre­
tary in the Judicial Department. The Hon’ble Member in charge 
was pleased to reply that “ a deputy magistrate has been appointed 
as the post Acquires administrative e\|H»rience of a character which 
a number of the executive service has opportunities of acquiring.** 
Now, Sir, this is a repl> which can justh Ik* resented b\ all the iiumuIhmn 
of the Provincial Judicial Service. It is a reply which brands them infer­
ior as a class and roundly declare* them unfit for Secretariat work. It

* is a reply which ignores that it is they who administer the whole civil 
administration in subdivision* and sometime* 011 promotion even in dis. 
tricta. It is a reply wfiich. to sa> the least of it, robs Peter to pay 
Paul.

B u t  there an* o th er  c o n s id e ra t io n s  t o o -  c o n s id e ra t io n s  to  w inch 1 
h a w  referred i e fore  and w hich  ouirbt to  we'trh w ith  th ose  w ho wil l  
a t t e m p t  to  un derstand  the full s ig n if i ca n ce  o f  such  a  resolut ion* the  
full m»*nMiie of th e  in eq u ity  of the  present h. r a i ig e m e n t . S ir ,  there  
are now foijr A|»*istant ^Secretaries to  th e  ( io v ern m e n t  al l **elc« ted from  
th e  in em liers  o f  th e  Prov i iu  iul E x e c u t iv e  S erv ice  and non e  from th e ranks  
o f  the  ju d ic ia l  serv ice  “  Adminii^ tiative  e\|N*rience of a character ,  e t c / *  
are no doubt c o n v e n ie n t  phrases  w h ich  ran inakt* up for want o f  C n iv e i -  
s i ty  cer t i f ic a te s ,  and*I  do not den y  th e ir  u t i l i ty ,  but cer ta in ly  catch-  
ph rases  shou ld  not c reate  close-preserve«< nor shibltfdet h* a m on op o ly .

lastly , I should request all to consider if judicial e\}tcricnee and 
service can I** considered as a disqualification f*»r Sc< retaimt work in 
the Judicial Dejmrtment. Whatever cIm* may Im* the duties of the
Secretary or the Assistant Secretary of thin Dejxirtment. certainly
experience of judiciaJ work and knowledge of the requirements of that 
serv ic » cannot Im* an unneiessirv qualification. On the coutiaiv, only
a mem tier of the judicial service can Im* well-equij^ied and well-fit ltd
for the post. If not, and if a member of the Provincial Judicial Service 
is unfit to discharge even the “ routine work " of the Secretary of 
that deportment why, considering the ln*tter opf»ortunit i e s  to acquire 
administrative ex|»erience, should not a Ihstrict Magistrate be 
appointed to the post of the Secretary of the Judicial Dejmrtment and 
one who has served as a District Judge and jierformed judicial duties 
sfioubf be appointed instead? But probably I forget that there is the 
ha] 1-mark of the Indian Civil Service.

Nfhr to sum up, mv arguments are: in the first place, why should 
not oa^epost of Assistant Secretary out of the four, now manned by 
officers of the executive branch, be thrown open to the members of the 
Provincial Judicial Service? Next, wfhether the post jif th# Assistant 
Secretary of the Judicial Department is not a post which the member* 
of the judicial service emn justly claim ? And thirdly, whether service 
in the iudicial line can at all be a disqualification for the post?

W ith  these few words, Sir, I beg to move my resolution.
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Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I beg to support 
the resolution of my friend. In connection* with the appointment of 
the Assistant Secretory, Judicial Department, the claims of the mem­
bers of the Judicial Service ought not to be neglected. It cannot be 
said that the ptgjworm who are in the judicial .service are hot in a posi­
tion to manage Hie Secretariat work. If wp go a lijtle beyond, and if 
we discuss the question at length, we will notice that those who are 
in the executive service did receive their training in the Secretariat 
before they wete considered to have any knowledge of Secretariat work. 
If they arc in thrt* mufassal. they are not in a better fiosition to under­
stand how the work goes 011 in the Secretariat. Consequently, the 
same argument applies with regard to the members of the judicial 
service. Jt is therefore u complaint on the i»art of the members of the 
judicial service that their claims ought to the considered by Govern­
ment. Now those officers who have l>ecn apjtointed Assistant Secre­
taries were recruited from the same class of the educated people of th' 
country, and consequently >ou ought not to make si distinction between 
them and without further tresjmssing upon the tune of the Council, mv 
submission is that the merits of the resolution ought to l>e considered

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I heartily support this 
resolution. In fact, when 1 put the question to ’'which my friend htos 
just referred, I then hoj>ed that the matter would attract the atten­
tion of the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim and justice would lie done to tin* 
depiutment it is practically a question of communal ^presentation. 
A fmrticular service is suffering— out of the four ap]>ointments none is 
held by the Judicial Branch of the service. It is onlv reasonable that 
that service should get at least a reasonable proportion of the ap]>oifit­
ments in the Secretariat, I hojs.* that the matter will receive adequate 
consideration at I he hands of Government.

Tht Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I am afraid there is a great
deal of misconception a* regards thi-* question One who does not know 
the Secretariat arrangements is apt to fall into a mistake as the mover 
of the resolution and Bai Maheudra Chandra Mitra Bahadur and Babu 
Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri have fallen It is a mistake to think tfyit thin 
|H>st is intended merelv sis that of an Assistant to the Judicial Secretary. 
That is not the case, 1 wi*di to make it clear to the House that ajmrt 
.Irom the designation of the {Hist, the Assistant Judicial Secretary 
has to work in the General Department; he has to deal cage* 
not only of the Judicial Department but also of the Appointment. 
Police ami tll^ ^ lm ra l Departments, and as a matter of fact, I  can 
assure the Ho*m* that the Assistant Judicial Sjpcrctary** time is m m  
o&upied in the work of the General Department—Political and Police 
—than in the Judicial Department, It is the name that is rather 
misleading. The officer's duties are of a general character. They
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are not confined to the Judicial Department at all. When the appoint­
ment was created, I myself thought that it was an op|*»intinent which 
ought to be entirely for the Judicial Department, and when it wan found 
that there was not enough work for an Assistant Secretary in this Dtqiart- 
ment, but tha£ an Assistant Secretary was required in order to deal with 
cases not only of the Judic ial Department but also of tffce Political and 
Police Depurtnfentfc, it was for that purjiose that this post was created 
and not solely for the Judicial Department. Then, so far as the officer’s 
work in the Judicial Department is concerned, the HoUfte nmv take* it

• from me that it is not of a judicial character at all: it ft fiurely adminis­
trative work for whic h no judicial qualifications an* required. 1 do not 
suggest f<Tr one moment than an officer performing judicial duties is 
disqualified by that fact from holding th<k ap|>ointment, and I do 
not even suggest that h<» will not as creditably hold the* post, ,lM 
member of the executive service, but tlie fact remains that the' duties 
[icrtaining to this apj»ointmc»nt an* in no sense of a judicial charac­
ter, but purely administrative. In the case of a tnunsif he will 
not bring to bjar upyn the office anv (particular experience* which 
will have* a special value* in the woik of this dejmrtment. and Insides, 
as I have said, although the designation of the office is that of Assist­
ant Secretary in the Judicial D etrim ent, he is as much an officer of 
the Appointment Department as of the Judic ial Dejmrtnient. Then, if 
Rai (Tarendranath Chaudhuri had read the* whole of mv reply, he* would 
have found that it was not flic* intention of (Jovernment to debar the 
judicial service from the ap|»oinfment- it is open to the judicial service 
j is  well a s  to the* executive seni<e. and in fac t to outsiders us well. Of 
course. T am not discussing the ouestion of selection - that is not lx*fore 
the House, all that I sav is that the judicial service is not debarred 
from an appointment of this kind. T also fiointed out in that verv 
replv that in the case of munsifs it would hardlv l»e an advantage* either 
to the gentlemen themselves or to the* Sec retariat. It is no pond hav­
ing a man as A ss is tan t  Secretary only for a short time*. He has to 
acquire experience and his usefu ln ess  increase's with exjierience, and 
therefore if is desirahle, in the case* of an nt»f»oiutr9iMit of this nature, 
that the incumbent of the office *l,ould Ih* abb* to spend a fair and sub­
stantial portion of his service in the Secretariat, if you take a man 
awlv fi*>m judicial work, sav a mtinsif, whose w hole -t im e  i« <le voted 
to trying cases, you put him in the Secretariat where he has to do 
administrative work pure and simple, not only in tlie Judicial Depart­
ment But l̂w> in the other departments; he will have nothing to do with 
the tryinjt of cases and his knowledge of the law will seldom be utilised 
Or revived during the term of hi* office. Supposiftjl* h#» "P*n(|p 4, 6 or 
7 years in the Secretariat, will it be a gain to the judicui!£fiemoe when 
he "Veverts to that efcvicef To take awav a man from judicist 
work and to put him o i altogether different work and then to send 
him beck to the judicial work will not be doing a good service to the



judicial service or to the individual; on the other hand, it will be doing 
both a very poor service indeed. So far as the officer him self is con­
cerned, he cannot be expected to stay very long in th e  Secretariat. 
The Subordinate Judges go up to Us. 1,20(3 by incremental promotion, 
and therefore it would not be worth while for any nriiisif to stay 
in the Secretariat for any length of time where he cannot exjiect to 
get more than Its. 000 to 800. So the result will be that after some 
time the munsif will have to go back an a Sub-Judge, and as such he 
will 1m* vented with unlimited jurisdiction to try all kinds of cases. 
Would that l»e right? I myself wav at first very much inclined to* 
appoint a munsif, but taking all these matters into consideration, I came 
to the conclusion that it would Is* better to tkke a man from the 
executive service.

It ha* been aga in  said that this  i> a gr^ve in jus t ice  to the ju d ic ia l  
service .  How can there be a n \  injustice  to the judic ia l s e r v i c e ? I f  
the mover k n ew  the p iesent cond it ions  o f  the judic ial serv ice  he would  
have known that there arc* considc?able  prospects  in the serv ice  it se lf  
and I do not see how by not apf io in t ing  a man ifrom tli#it serv ice  to the  
Secretar ia t  it would  be d o in g  harm -to the Serv ice .  I therefore cannot  
accept the resolut ion .

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: T he reply th a t  has been  
g iv en  by the H o n ’ble Member in charge  is n o t  a t  all c o n v in c in g .  11c  
s ays  that the A ss is tant Secretary o f  the Jud icia l  D epartm ent has got  
to work in the General D e p a r t m e n t ' - w e l l ,  that m ay Is* the case but he 
has got  to perform the “  routine work M of  the Jud ic ia l  Secretary also.  
And even if what the H on'b le  Meml»er says  that th e post of the  Ass»«* 
ant Secretary of  the* Ju d ic ia l  Departm ent i" a m isnom er  and if th»* 
Assis tant Secretary has got to w o ik  in the Ueneral  Departm ent a lso ,  
is that an answ er  w h\  a well -quali fied m u nsi f  cannot 1m» ap}x>inted to 
the j wist y The  H on'b le  MciiiImm has said that he does not mean th a t  
the mem 1m rs o f  the judic ia l  service  are unfit, but w h a t  e lse  th e  refusal 
fo throw* open even one suc h |»ost to th em can mean e x c e p t  a denia l  
of  their  cajHicitv and fitness , I fail  to un ders tand ?

Thf DEPUTY-PRESIDENT; T h e  qu est ion  is not that som e »>f the  
A ss is tant  Secretar ies  should  l>e recruited from th e judic ia l service ,  but 
\ o u r  resolut ion  w a n ts  that the Ass is tant Secretary ,  Jud ic ia l  D ep a r t ­
ment should  1m* recruited from the* judicial s e n  ice.

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: My point refer
to* the fact only as an argument to strengthen my case, ^flffien the 
Hon’ble Member has said that it will not he worth while to ap p o tg l^  
man fron th<? judicial service because in time he will have to revert 
hi& original Jnie and the administiation of iiMtice mav suffer in his 
hand. *

N o w  such  an an sw er  is e ith er  p o in tle ss  or  can be g iv e n  probably  
b ecau se  nob ody  cares n ow ad ays for  th e p u rity  o f  th e ad m in istra tio n
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of criminal justice. For if administration of civil justice can suffer at 
the hands of a member of a judicial service l»ecause of bis work in the 
Secretariat for a certain period then th e administration of criminal 
justice may likewise suffer in the hands of a 1 Vanity Magistrate who
after his work in th e  S e cre tar ia t  reverts  to h is  original line.
,  T h e  H o n ’ble# Meml>cr has  fu rthci  observed that it is not the in t e n ­

tion to  debar  the  m e m b ers  of  the ju dic ia l s e n  ice from appoint imMit to
such }>os t s  Rut if fac ts  have  a t i \ t i l in g  to do w ith  in ten t ion ,  th ev
c c j t a m h  prove the  c o n t ia M  And to l lie a r g u m e n t  of  the I lo u 'h b  
Member that no g i a \ e  i n j u s t n e  lias b e e n  done to the ju d o  ial s m i t e ,  nil 
that ca ^  bo said in rej>I\ is that  <er tam l\  il is tb,> purest ju s t i c e  not to  
g iv e  even  one  o f  th e foul jnwts nt A ss is tant  S e c i e t a n  to the m em h et*  
of that s e n  ice and fill up all the tnui a p | N > i n t m e u t "  b\ Deputx  Magi'*- 
t  rates.  •

On the  mot i on  b e in g  put .  a d i \ i s i o n  \ ' u s  t . ikei  \ \ i l h  t l ie l n l l n u i u t

NOES.

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur, Maulvl Emadud'lln. Muq, Maulvl Ekramul.
Ahmad, Khan Bahadur, Mautvl Watlmuddln. Hutaaln, Maulvl Muhammad Madattur.

I esiilt :
AY ES .

B im r jM , Rai Bahadur Ablnaa Chandra 
BhattacharJI, Babu Ham Chandra. 
Chaudhurl, Babu Klthorl Mohan. 
Chaudhurl, Rai Harandranath.
Oat, Babu Bhltmadov.

^Qhota, Rai Bahadur Jogandra Chunder. 
Mltra, Rai Bahadur Mahandra Chandra

Moltra, Or. Jatlndra Nath 
Mukharji, Babu la tu h  Chandra.
Natkar, Babu Ham Chandra.
Ray, Kumar thtb •hakharatwar
Ray Chaudhury, Raja Manmatha Hath.
Ray, Raja Manilall Singh.

0m 4«, Mr. S. W.
Hopkynt, Mr. tt. *.
Himtlngfard, Mr. 0. T.

Ahmad, Maulvl Yakuinuddln.
Banarjaa, (ha Han'bta Sir lurandra Nath. 
Bit*, Mr. E. E.
Chaudhurl, tha Hon'bla tha Nawab Salyid

Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 
Oat, Mr. S. R.
DtLltla, Mr. 4. A.
Duval, Mr. H. P.
F ranch, Mr. F. C.
Forrottor, Mr. 4. Campbalt.

Karim, Maulvl Faxlul.
Karr, tha Hon'bla Mr. 4. H.
Khan, Maulvl Md. Rahqua Uddln.
Khan, Mr, Raxaur Rahman.
Lang, Mr. 4.
Mlttar, tha Han’bta Mr. f .  C.
Nakay, Mlrsa Muhammad All.
Pugh, Colanal A. 4.
Rahim, tha Hon'bla Sir Abd ur.
Ray, Maharaja Bahadur Kthaunlah Chandra, 
•pry, Mr. H. E.
•wan, Mr. 4. A. L.
Walth, Mr. C. P.

U e  A ve« b e in g  l*t and the  N»«*h the m ot ion  w as  b^t

Adjournment.
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under tt*  
provisions of the Government of India Act.

T ub Council m et in the Council C ham ber in the Town H all, C alcu tta , 
on T hursday, the 23rd F ebruary , 1922, a t  3 p .m .

Present:

The Deputy-Preaident in the ('hair, three Hon’ble Members of the 
Kxecutive Council (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of 
Burdwan heiriff absent), the Hon’ble the three Minister*, and 81 nomi­
nated and elected member*.

Unstarred Questions 

(answers to whioh were laid on the table). 

“  Khadd*

183. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI: <a) U the  H o n ’ble  
the M em ber in c h a rg e  of the  D e p a r tm en t  of C om m erce  aw are  that a 
n ew  var ie ty  of co tton  fnbri< k n o w n  as k h m h h i r  has eom e in to  th e  
C alcutta  m a r k e t?

{ h) If so, can the H o n ’ble the M em bei s ta te  whether the said fabric  
is th e product  of  i n d ig e n o u s  industry '1

(<') Is it a fact that a lar^e quant it \ of is i m p u t e d  from
abroad,  but is sold as h a v in g  been made in India v

(*!) I f  the an sw er  to ( r) iv in the aff irm ative ,  are the G o v e r n m e n t  
c o n s id e r in g  the d es ir a h i l i t \  of p u t t in g  a s top  to th is  m a lp ract ice  and  
fraud v

MEMBER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the 
Hon’ble Mr. «l. H. Kerr): [n) Y es

(h) It is Ixdiev ed to be
{r) and (<h ( io v e rm n e u t  h a \ e  no in form ation  on the subjec t  but any 

A|>ecific c o m p la in ts  of  m a lp ia c t ic e  or fraud wil l be in v e s t ig a te d  bv  
th e  proper au th or i t ie s .

Homestead and agricultural lands.

1S4. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will th e  Hon’ble
the MemU»r in charge of the IVpuitment of Revenue (I>and Revenue) 
be pleased to state what proportion homestead land* bear to agricul­
tural lands in the rural area of each of those district* in which nurvev 
and settlement operation* have been finished?
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MEMBER if) oharge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraia Bahadur of Burdwait)i
A statement is laid on the table showing the percentage of homestead 
lands to agricultural area in each of those districts in which survey and 
«iettlement operations have been finished. No separate figures for
'* r u r a l  ”  a n d  “  u r b a n  ”  

•  •
a r e a s  a r e  nva i lah le .

S ta te m e n t  re ferred  to in  the reply  to u n s ta r re t f  t/th>nt$tm Xo. JS4

Vnttw of difc<rK-t, Atrricultuml »r«»* \\0tUi**U+i\
i *<*rr* U

i r*twout,"
hommir«<1 1 
t<< tfrlrult

•
•

•

* i;

<%n»

f'ftlvargiiri] 1 f»5»3.37fi l'h i»7 i 6 \ i

Famipiif 7 \ i
•

1 \»< • A
0
1,'H>4 *f,| s , » ; i

M \ tn<u*<in̂ li J.rWi.i.s <; I 14.'.,'.HP fi 4 s

T i p t i c r a • ,  1 Hu!' 7 r*s,K7.r) 6 2H

V . a U . J i 7 1 '.*.>7 .is.4 24

J «! i *‘,-4 7 47 22,414 :t 27

Mi-lr.sp r* 1 Hi* J ..17 4 r. 4 l 3h .V2I

Increase in fares on Baraset-Baairhat Light Railway.

1S5. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (,») W il l  the H o n ’hle 
the M in is ter  in ch a rg e  o f  tin- D e p ar tm en t  of 1‘ublic  W o r k s  >w* 
pleased to s ta te  whether any le p je s e u ta t io n  ban been r e v i v e d  from the  
daily  p u s s e u g e i s  in the Baraset  and Basil  hat L ight  R a i lw a y  from the  
v i l la g e s  o f  R a j a ih a t .  L a n g o lp o ta ,  e t c . .  m the dis tn * t of the ' .M -lW gana*  
s e t t in g  Jort l^  certa in  gneNainc** w ith  l e g a i d  to the increase  in fares of  
monthly  t i c k e t s ?

( h) I f  ho, what steps.  if any .  h a \ e  been taken  or are  be ing  taken  
with re fe rence  to the rep re se n ta t io n ?

<r) I s  it a ^ar t that the fare* |M*r m ile  c h a rg ed  on the third and  
in ter  c la s s  s in g le  t i c k e t s  h\ the naid L igh t  R a i lw a y  are hi compaj»*on  
niu ch h ig h er  than th ose  o f  o th er  R a i lw a y s ?

(d) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the capital cost of the 
Baraset and Basirhat Light Railway is much less than those of th© 
other railways f
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MINISTER in eharga af DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
(the Hon'hle the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur):

(«) Yea. ^
(M The s t a t e m e n t s  c o n ta in ed  in the re p r e s e n ta t i o n  h a v e  been 

inqu i red  into , an d  the subject if* u n d e r  c o n s id e ra t io n .

fr} The maxima inter and third class fnreson tbe Barase^Basirhat 
Light Hail wav arc not higher than those on other Light Railways in 
Bengal.

(d) Of the e igh t  L ight R a i lw ays  in B en g a l ,  the capital cost  per 
inile of  four is higher,  and of three is lower,  than that of the Bar&set- 
Basirhat L ight R ailw ay .  t r

The member is m u t e d  to ic ie i  to the A d m in is t ia t ion  Report for
♦ he \ea i  l ' M ^ O  enti t led “ R a i l w a y  m I n d ia .”  published by the 
Su|wf ifiIend<*nt of Government Pr in t ing ,  m which he will  find much use­
ful info! mat ion relating to the Light R ailw ays  in Bengal .

8upply of longer trousers to Moslem prisoners.

186. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: in) W il l  the H o n ’hle tlx 
Member in charge iif the D epaitm ent of R evenue (.1 a 11 s > be pleased to 
state  whether longer trousers have lieen g iven to the Muhammadan  
p n so n e is  in aceoidahce  with the Government order No (if>lf> R .1 , of 
the ??Mh *1 illv , 15121 v

(f>) If the answer to {/n is in the atl irmative. will the H o n ’hle th* 
Meml>er be pleased to sta le  from what date such trou so^  have  been 
‘•upplierf? ""!

{<■) If thev have not vet been suppl ied,  will  the H o n ’hle the Meml>er 
be pleased to state when thev aie likelv to lie suppl ied v

<//> N the H on hie the Membei  avvaie that not ices of resolut ions  
mm ominei iding the p i m l e g e  was  g iven b \  me durin g Jul y  and August  
last \

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS! 
(the Hon*ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim): l d } and ( t ' ) ^ es ,  thev have been 
supplied to p i i son e is  in all the jails r \c cp t  those at Khulna and Bogra  
which will get the supplv veiv shortlv . **

(h) Thev have been Mipphed to the jaiU on various dates ,  lo g in n in g  
from the 8th A u gu st ,  1921.

(<h Yes. .

Bath-room of Muneif’s quarters at Pataukhati.

1ST. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM: Will the Hon’hle the Minister
m rhmgc of t^o Department of Public Works be pleased to state whether



!i 1?, a fact that each bath-room of the -Munsif’s quarters at Patua- 
khati iu the district of Bakarganj tost Ks. 1.000!-

(h) Will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
Htatrinent showing the estimates ami dimension;* and the quantity of 
materials used for the construction of these bath-roomsY

• •
The Hon’ble the Nawab 8 A IY ID  N A W A B  A L I  C H A U D H U R I, 

Khan Bahadur: (w) No. The l)atb-ioom f<n each of the tour icsidences 
< i Hs. 1 14.

( b ) Copies  o f  th e s a n c t io n e d  e s t im a t e s  and p lans  of each  of tlu* b a th ­
room s  a i e  laid* on th e Library table  These l o n t a in  the m t o im a t io n  
asked for* T h e  d i f f e ie n c e  be tw ee n  the cost 4it the b a th - loom  as Mated  
m t<i) atn»\e and the t ost ol the w o ik  as e a r n e d  out is accou n ted  loi  
by the v a r y in g  le n g th  of  the drain's and of the screen walls  p to w d c d  
id each  res id e n c e  in a d d it ion  to the  bath-room .

Strengthening the.cadre of Bengal Jud ic ia l Bervioe.

188* Maulvi F A Z L A L  K AR IM *  (ti) W i l l  the  H o n 'b le  the M em ber  
in » ba rg e  o 1 the  J u d ic ia l  D e p a r tm e n t  be p leased  to s ta te  whether the
• ad 1 e of the B e n g a l  Civ il  Jje iv ice  t J u d u i a h  w il l be s t r e n g th e n e d  h e fm e  
the expiry of the iu rre n t  f in ancia l year  by the  add it ion  of t h i e e  Su boi-  
d m a te  J u d g e s  and tw enty  M u n s if s  for w hom  e x p r es s  prov is ion  w as  made  
m th e t urrent b u d ge t  Y

ifj) I f  the  a n s w er  to is m the  n e g a t iv e ,  wil l  the H o n 'b le  th e  
M em ber be p leased  to Mate  the reason th erefor!'

tc> W i l l  th e  san c t ion  of  the S e c r e ta r y  o f  S t a te  for India  in Council  
be necessary lot th is  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  of  the cadre**

(</) Jf so , wil l the H o n ’ble th e Merul>ei lie p leased to  s ta te  the sec t ion  
of th e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  India  Act which  i e q u ir e s  such sanction*'

(r* W i l l  the  H o n ’ble the  Member be  p leased  to  s ta te  

(/> the  da te  of th e  le t ter  in w hich  the  s a n c t io n  of th e  G o v e r n m e n t  
of  India  to th e  proposed ad d it ion  to the  cadre was  fir*t s o u g h t  
and the  d a te  o f  th e  rep ly  of the G o v e rn m en t  o f  India  
th e r e to ;  and

ho it  m an y  le t ter s  passed  b e tw e e n  the  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  Ind ia  and  
the  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  B e n g a l  on th is  s u bjec t  s ince  th e  v o te  of  
th e  B e n g a l  C ounc il  iu March la ^ t f

M E M B E R  m  o tw r g *  of  J U D I C I A L  D E P A R T M E N T  <th» H W M l  
Sir Abd-ur*Rahim): (a) No.

( ft > The question is still under discussion U*tween this Government, 
the Governineut of India and the High Court.

No.
(th The question dt>e* not ari*e.
(e>f (1 > and (it) No.

QUESTIONS. m
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MINISTER in oharge af DEPARTMENT af PUBLIC WORKS 
(the Hon’fclt the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur):

(a) Yea. ^
(b)  The  statem ent#  contain ed in the representation have  been 

inquired into,  and the* subject in under ronsiderat ian.

(») Tlx* maxim a inter and third elas* fare* on the  Bara«e^Baf»irhnt 
lii^ht [{ai lwav are not h igher  than those  on other L ig h t  R a ilw ay#  m 

Bengal.
(,l) Of the e ight  Light Railway* in B en g a l ,  the capital  cost  per 

mile of  four is higher ,  and of three is lower,  than that of  the B a r W t -  
Bawirhat Light R a i lw ay .  # r

The metiihei ir invi ted to retei to the Admi ni s trat ion Report  for 
the veal lfJlff-20  ent i t l ed “ R a i l w a y  in I ndi a . ” publ i shed by th*1 
Sii|M‘ririteiident of Government  Print ing,  in which he wil l  find much us e ­
ful mfoi  iiiation l e l a t m g  to the Light  Ra i l ways  in Bengal .

Supply of longer trousers to Moslenw prisoners.

186 . S H A H  S Y E D  E M D A D U L  H A Q :  <<n Wi l l  the TTon’ble tin 
Member in « barge of the Depai tment  nf Revenue  {.Tails’̂ be please*! to 
Mate whether longer t rous e r s  have lw*en ^yveri to the Muhammadan  
pummel* in accordance with the Government  older No  (1510 R J , of
the 2’>th .Julv. 1921 ?

If the an.swei to (^/i is in the a fh im ative .  will the H o n ’blc tli* 
M em U ’r be pleaded to sta le  from what date such tiou^e’-s have been 
supplied ?

(< ) If the\  have not vet been suppl ied,  will  the H o n ’hle the Member 
be pleased to state when thev aie  lifcelv to be supplied'"

f  <h 1 “  the I lon'ble  the Mcn he t  a wa i e  that notice* of  resolution*- 
re* omni endi ng  the privi l ege was g iven bv me duri ng  Jul y  and August  
la*t \

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS 
(the Hon'ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim): ia\ and ( o  Y e s  they have been 
suppl ied to prisoners m all the lail* except  those at Khulna and Bogra  
which will  get the supplv veiv short l v . * '

(M Thev have Immmi suppl ied to the ]ails on various d a t e s  l i eginning  
from the 8th Augus t ,  1^2 1 .

Yes.

Bath-room of Muneif’s quarters at Patuakhali.

H 7 . Maiilvi FAZLAL K A RIM : „») W ill the Hon'Me the Minirter 
in < limjre of llj.' Department i.f I'uhlu W orks lie pleased | n gtate whether



,t ih a fact that each lmth-rooiu of the Munsif's (quarters at l*atua- 
kiiah in the district of Bakarganj cost Ks. 1,1HK* h

< h) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement .showing the estimates ami dimension*, and the quantity of 
m aterials used for the construction of the.se bath-rooms!*

• •
The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI GHAUDHURI,

Khan Bahadur; N o  T he  b a lh - io o m  foi each  ol the four ic s id en ces  
i ii^ Rs. I <4.

{h) Copie s  of the sanct ioned  e s t im a te s  and plans of  each  of the bath­
room s a le  laid* on the L ilmit  v table  T hese  l o n t a m  the Iufoi matmn  
asked for? The  different e l>etweeh the cost  ot the b ath- ioom  as stated  
m (<i) above  and the cost ot the w o ik  as c a n  led out is accou nted  ioi  
hv the v a r w n g  len g th  of the rtrainfi and of tho screen walls  p iovided  
in each res idence  in add it ion  to the bath-room.

8trengther^ng the .cadre of Bengal Judicial Servioe.

188* Matllvi F A Z L A L  K A R I M !  <<;) \N ill the H o n ’ble the Membei  
in t barge  of the .Judnia l  D ep ar tm en t  be pleased  to s ta te  whether the 
<adte «»f the Hengal  Civil  Jjeivioe (J u d ic ia l )  will  be s tr e n g th e n e d  before  
the expit  \ of the current financia l year by the  add it ion  of three Su boi-  
din ate  . lu d g es  and tw e n ty  M uns ifs  for w hom  exp ress  provis ion  was made  
in the current budget  Y

( h) If th e a n sw er  to (ti) is m the n e g a t iv e ,  w il l the H on 'b le  th e  
Member be pleased to s ta te  the reason therefor  Y

< r*) W il l  the sanction  of the Secretary of S ta te  for India m Council  
be n e cessa r \  for th is  s t r e n g t h e n in g  of the cadre^

0 / )  If so, will  the H o n ’ble the McthImm be pleased to  sta te  the section  
of the G over n m en t  of India  Act which requires  such s a n c t io n ?

(#•) Will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to state™
It) the date of the letter in which the sanction of the Government 

of India t*» the proposed addition to the cadre was first sought 
and the date of the reply of the Government of India 
thereto; and

(n'T hoi# many letters passed between the Government of India and 
the Government of Hengal on this subject since the vote of 
the Hengal Council in March last?

MEMBER *n ohargt of JUOICIAL DEPARTMENT (Um Heo’bto 
Sir Abd-ur-Rahim): (a) No. #

The question is still under discussion bHween this Government, 
the Government of India and the High Court.

(r> No.
(<i) The question does not ariae.
< e)f ( t) and (t i ) No.

If)w ]  QUESTIONS. I6y
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Resolutions 

(under the rules for the disoutsion of matters of general public interest). 

Withdrawal of resolutions. 

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT (Babu 8urendra Nath Ray): The
following resolution* standing in the nameH of Maulvi Shah Abdui 
Rauf ami Maulvi Muhammad Abdul .fubbar Pahlowan are, in ttye 
absence of, the members, deemed to Ix* withdrawn:—

“ Thin Council recommends to the Government that the road * 
connecting Ishurdi railway station and tin* town of Pabna, which is at 
present maintained b\ the district board of Pabna, be provincialised 
to allow motor companies to ply their lorries and cars along this road 
without an\ jKwsible mtei ference by the district board in future.'’

“ This Council lecommcnds to the Government that the Govern­
ment of India be moved with a view to al*olish t|je customs duty on 
jute.”

Appointment of Monoray Surgeons and Physicians in Hospitals.

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: i his Council rec ommends to
the Government {D that immediate steps be taken to employ non-official 
qualified Indian medical practitioners as honorary .surgeons and physi­
cian* to all hospitals containing moic than 1(HI ImmU foi Indian.* or 
wheie there is an aveiage dail\ attendant e of mole than 1()0 outdoor 
patients, (a) that the numeiical stiength of the hoiioiary visiting staff 
be detei mined b\ a mixed committee of officials and non-officials; 
ini) that facilities 1m * given to them for the projier jierformance of their 
duties; (tr) that a committee 1m * apjMiinted to draw up rule-4 and regu­
lations foi their guidance, and i r) that these |K>sUi be filled up by open 
advert isemeflts."

The reasons that have prompted me to bring this resolution for vour 
kind consideration and acceptance aim at removing a legitimate grie­
vance of the people ot this country anti also that of the independent sec­
tion of the medical profession in Bengal. * 1

Taking the former into consideration, I shall bane my argument on 
the published report on Hospitals in 1920 by the late Surgeon-General 
F. O’Kinealv. You will find that amongst a total |>opulation of 
46,663,177 only 6,0Mi hospital beds were provided for or one bed in a 
population of 9,187. If we exclude Calcutta, which is somewhat more 
fortunate, we find only one lied in a population of 10,177. I shall quote 
the Surgeon-General who says, “ all our hospitals are more or less over­
crowded. 1 he Surgical side of the Campbell Hospital has been badly 
congested in recent year* and extra accommodation was urgently need­
ed.”
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The financial difficulties of the Government at present will not allo  ̂
us to entertain the idea of meeting the demand for an increase in th 
number of beds. But if we increase the numhei ot staff by taking th 
help of honwary surgeons and physician* in these overcrowded hospital# 
wj* will be able to decrease the time of average stay of the patient** 11 
the hospitals hy ’adequate and prompt attention to them.

You will find from the Mime report that in Calcutta then* were 
medical institutions where 4S J .110  jmtients were treated and tit them 
41,824 were in-door patients and 440,28(> were out-door patient*. O 
these hospitals, onlv the following hospital* provide more than om 
huadred beds: —

(7) Medical College Hospital — Medical side and Surgical aide 
(2) Eden Hospital 1®i women,
(J) Presidency General Hospital,
(4) Campbell Hospital,
($) Sambliunath Pandit Hospital,
(O') Mayo*Ho*pitifl,
(7) Carmichael Medical College at ltelgachia, 

and of these, the Presidency General Hospital is meant for Kwropcam 
only, and the Caimichael Medical College is already being uniked by 
ftou-official member^ ot the medical profession and consequent Iy my 
resolution does not touch them.

In the mufassal out of 794 hospitals, there are only thiee which pi«i- 
vide more than KM) beds, ri: .t the Howrah General IIos pital, Itimlwan 
Fraser Hospital and Dacca M it ford Hospital

I shall not waste the time ot this Council by giving details of all the*»* 
hospitals, but I shall confine my remarks to the premier Medical College 
and the premier Medical School of Bengal and shall show you that even 
in these hospitals where the stuff can be considered to be fairly sufficient, 
what an enormous pressure of work i* thrown on their shoulders. In the 
Calcutta Medical College Hospital medical section, In-door then* wa* 
a daily average numlier of over JTM patients and these patients were sup­
posed to be attended to by only two visiting physicians, one being the 
Principal of the Medical College who has got other duties in the hospital 
Auriuff his visiting hours. Granting thnt these two gentlemen are punc­
tual in their attendance between the usual hours of 8 a . m . and 11 a . m . as 
required by the rule**, you will easily find that each of them has got to 
attend in-door patients in course of one hour! He must be a bold man 
who will say that 110 patient i« neglected in this hospital, the l>e*t 
managed of them all 111 Bengal. Corning to the surgical side what do 
we find? The daily average number of patients in this side was over 142 
and there are only two visiting surgeons to look to their welfare, to give 
clinical lectures to the studenU and also to perform important surgical 
operations which even in their expert hands take*at least one hour a day 
but of the two or three hours which they spend in th«f hospital. In other
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words in the course of an hour or two, each visiting surgeon is expected to 
perform a feat of attending 71 important surgical cases under them or 
leave them to the care of their subordinates. Is it to be wondered at that 
patients often com plain of not seeing the face of their surgeons some­
times for days together?

Now to the Eden Hospita l  in the same year  19^0, tfie average  d a i ly  
numlier  of  in-door pat ients  was over 127 and there is on e  v i s i t in g  surgeon  
on ly  who has to perform important obste tr ical operations  and also some  
office duties  in addit ion to looking  a l ter  the needs o f  the pat ien ts  w hich  
inc lude  women in labour,  ('an un \  o n e —even with  s u perhum an i n t e l l i ­
gence  and capac ity  for work— perfo im  the duties  o f  such onerous nature  
in the b / i e f  space of two or three hours  h on est ly  and c o n s c ie n t io u s ly :  

The  premier Medical School  in Hengal ,  / / a *  the Cam pbel l  M edical  
S< liool, provides t>27 beds and the average  dailv a tten dance  in the in-door  
reached over ftHO patients  under the care ot six ass is tant surgeon s  who  
devote 2 hours a day in the hospital or rou gh ly  f>() in-door pat ients  an 
hour. Is any com m ent ne< essar y r' • c

The |x»Mtiu?i ot the out-door hospital is  fur worse  and in the brief  
space of 1? hours or so \ o u  have som etim es  to dispose of  n ea t ly  fi f ty  new 
cases  and 1(H) old c a s e s .  It i- not unnatural tor tho public  to g ive  \ e n t  
to their  f e e l in g  of dissat is taction about th is  in the public  press, in gram-'  
ophone records or party pantom im es  to show the inadequacy  of hospital  
attention  and I trust t he t iovei nment will see  its wav to accept m \  resolu-  
t ion.

T he need oi prov id ing  honorary surgeons m  the h o s p i t a l s  h a s  loii^ 
been undei discussion between t h e  Imperia l ( i o v e i  n n i e n t  and tin- H o n ’ble 
Secretary o f  State  l o r  India  and I s h a l l  read e x t r a c t s  f r o m  the despatches  
(jf  the past Se< rotaries ot S t a t e  in t h i s  connection  In the despatch  
No. 1 .‘17 ( M i l i t a n t ,  dated t h e  9th A u gu st ,  1907, 1 i o r d  Mor lev addressed  
a letter to His Kxcel lom  \ Lord Minto  in which  h is  Lordship  quoteo  
despatch No. *r> ( M i l i t a n t  and I’ublic  No. lf>7, dated the l'ith l)eoeml>er, 
1900, of Lord ( ioorge  H a m i l to n ,  the then Secretary of State  who s a id — 

I t  would be to smli u urent ttenefil to I n d ia  gt>ni'rul)y that medical men ahould 
e a t a h h a h  themselves in private p r a c t i c e  in t h e  nam e  way ft* they d<» in o t h e r  p a r t *  
ot H e r  M a jo » t v ’» Km pi re w i t h o u t  e n t e r i n g  th e  m ed ica l  m>rvi(Y c o n n e c t e d  w i th  the 
Army that I am u n i r i / i i to t i r c f f t  bated ujx>n the attumpf ion t h a t 'm / f i-
n r n t  m rdu t il  qualification u-ill n rrc r  he fo u n d  in  or e l teu'ktre outs ide th e  I n d m n  
Medical  .S V rn rr

Later on His Lordship says that this measure has his hearty support. 
His Excellency 1/ord Minto went a step further. In His ExcellencyV 

despatch in reply to the above, thus writes His Excellency Lord Minto— 
We nre in entire sympathy with the deal re to promote the growth of. an indepen­

dent medical profession m India, and we reoognnte the important bearing upon thu 
quetiton of I^ord (ieorge Hamilton’* suggestion that advantage should be taken of 
the creation of new medical appointment* to provide for the admitunon of independent 
practitioner* either to the new appointment* or to aome of the po«t« which a r t  
r*«»rdod aa reetirved foi* member* of the Indian Medical Service. «
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L a t e r o n ,  H i s  E x c e l l e n c y  s ays ,  “  and we sha l l  also  be prepared t«» a p p o in t  
qu alif ied  m e d ic a l  g e n t l e m e n  o u ts id e  th e  ranks o f  th e  Ind ian  M edical  
Serv ice  to  otf ier  posts  w h ic h  are not required  for th e  e m p lo y m en t  of the  
W ar R e se r v e  o f  ^ fe d ic a l  O ff ice .”

Th% reso lu t io n  that s tan d s  in m y  nam e  w a n ts  ih e  u t i l i s a t io n  o f  the  
honorary serv ic e s  of tfie q u a l i f ied  non-off icia l I n d ia n  p n u t i t i o n e r s  in the  
overcrow ded  h o s p i t a l s  and I b e l ie v e  I h ave  been a id e  to c o n v in c e  you  
of th e real  need  o f  a d d i t io n a l  a p p o in tm e n ts  o f  surgeon s  and p h y s ic ia n s  to 
cope w i th  ih e  work.  T h is  reso lut ion  w i l l  a lso  satisfy  the a sp ira t ion  <d

# these  p r a c t i t ^ n e r s  to som e e x t e n t ,  a l th o u g h  I ha i l  the day w hen every  
d ep a r tm en t  o f  the  (rov e m in e n t  w il l he .se lf-contained ,  and no recruit*- 
wil l he n ecessary  from fore ign  co u n tr ie s .  T h e  in s t i t u t io n s  that I huve  
referred to supply  an a b u n d a n t  of c l in ic a l  m a ter ia l  and allow oppo i  ( u n i ­
t ie s  of s y s te m a t ic  in v e s t ig a t io n  w h ic h  are so necessary foi all w o iks  of  a 
h i g h ly  te c h n ic a l  nature  and p n v a t e  pra c t i t io n e rs  feel a keen disappoint*  
ment w h en  they find that they have  no k n o w led g e  and skil l to g a in  from  
these < l in ica l  m a ter ia ls  o f  th en  own c o u n t ry m e n  T h e  G ove rn m e n t  
tea l i se d  th is  and threw out som e a p p o in tm e n ts  ot h o n m a iy  surgeon s  and  
p h \ s u  jails m the S am h h u  N ath  Pandit  H o s p i ta l ,  the M a \o  H osp ita l  an«\ 
tlie H o w ta h  G e n e ra l  H o s p i ta l ,  and  the Su i geon-< le ne r  al fejwuts that  
they h o i k e d  s a t i s f a c t o n ly # and r eco m m en d ed  an ex ten s io n  of th en  s, hem e  
to ai l h o s p ita ls  where  ex tra  hands  are required

T h i s  i s  a l s o  m \ idea m  b r in g i n g  forth m \  reso lut ion  and on h osp ita ls ,  
w heth er  m ( 'a lcu tta  01 in the m u fa '*a l ,  " h e r e  there is a Mifficient numl»cr 
of beds or th ere  is a suff ic ient o u t - d o o r  a t t e n d a n c e ,  .should be depr ived  ot 
the serv ices  of those  a m on gst  the pr ivate  pract i t ioners  who are t i g h t ly  
regarded  as m no way l e s s  Mifhcicnt than the present in cu m b en ts

In c om lu .s ion ,  S ir ,  I huve o n ly  one  word to add ,  i r , m v r eso lu t ion ,  
u n l ik e  many oth ers ,  w il l  not add to the f inanc ia l  emharruKsment of the  
G o v e rn m en t  of  Hen g a l ,  but on the other h an d ,  w il l be a source of re l ie f  
to severa l  pa t ien ts  and sa t is fa c t io n  to th e d e s e r v in g  p r ivate  pru< titroner* 
of  th e  prov in ce ,  w hom  I person a l ly  regard as in no w ay  in fer ior  to thte 
officers o f  th e  In d ia n  M ed ica l  Ser v ice .

HTINI9TER in eharga of  DEPARTMENT of  LOCAL SELF 
GOVERNMENT (tha H o n 'b tc  Sir Surandra Hath Banarjea) S I may say
at on ce  that I am m d e e p  syrnjiathy w ith  the object  of the reso lut ion  
w h ich  is t o j s i d e n  the  scoj ie o f  e m p lo y m e n t  of  Ind ian  m edica l  pract i­
t ion ers  as  honorary  s u r g e o n s  and p h y s ic ia n s  in our hosp ita ls .  The  
a r g u m e n t s  w h ich  the m over  has  b rough t  forward are c o n v in c in g .  H e  
has qu oted  from f igu res  that th e  a t t en d a n c e  in our h o s p ita ls ,  a hefr  there  
are in-door  bed*,  is very  lar ge ,  that the h o s p ita ls  are overcrow d e d ,  that  
th e  n u m b e r  o f  d oc tors  is in a d eq u a te ,  and that G o v e r n m e n t  ban not g o t  
the r eq u is i te  fu nd*.  Under th e  c ir cu m sta n c e* ,  it • s e e m s  to U* th e  
imperative d u ty  of Government to  ava i l  i toe l f  of  th e  s erv ice s  o f  hon orary
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hurgeom* and physicians. It ia impossible to deny tlie force of these 
aiguments, and I accept them an Hound and convincing.

In England the great hospitals are worked to a considerable extent 
by honorary nurgeous and physicians. They deem it a.matter of pride 
and pleasure to be associated with these institutions for the amelioration 
of human sufferings and the .saving of human live* I am sure tfte day 
will com e-it may 1m* near or distant, 1 hope it is near—the day will 
come when the medii al profession in Bengal will be inspired by siinilai 
feelings and when they will deem it their highest duty to lend their un« 
paid services for the good of their fellow countrymen. My hon’ble 
friend is inspired b\ the highest motives, u&d that lw*ing'so, it is the 
bounden duty of (to\eminent to appioach this resolution in a .sympa­
thetic spirit.

The ic so lut ion  divides  itself into two pin ts .  In the first place th e ie  
is the question of pr inc ip le  and then th e ie  are u number of  deta i l s .  So 
iui as the pr inc ip le  of e m p lo y i n g  Indian medi< al p m ct i t io n e i s  as honor­
ary surgeons  and ph ys ic ians  is c o m e i n e d ,  I u n h e s i ta t in g ly  accept it on 
behalf  of G overnm ent .  T h is  is indeed being tried in some of oui h osp it ­
als. T h e ie  is a dif ference of opin ion  as to the measure of success  which  
lias atten ded  the e x p er im en t ,  but a s su m in g  foi a ig u m e n t ' s  sake that the  
expel  irnent has not been us great a sui cess as mij^ht h a \ e  been ant ic ipated  
or hoped for, u e  are not to be daunted  I am .speaking on behalf  of 
G overnm ent b\ argument!* which point to fa ilures .  It in through  
fa ilures  that success  is achieved  If the ex|H»riment. in it« initial s ta g e s ,  
has 11<it been as prom is ing  of kuc< ess as might have been antn ipated .  that 
wil l not detei  us from c o n t in u in g  it when in other <onntr ies, it has  l>eon 
product ive  of an abu ndant  harvest of good Kven therefore,  accept ing  
the woist  possible  \ i e w ,  ( io v e in m e n t  is prepared to «arry it on. and  
per«evere to the end Therefore  the first propos it ion whic h I desire  to lay 
down is that we accept the princip le .

My friend, however, enters into a numl»er of details. All of them 
I cannot accept. Obviously they tan not be considered by the legisla­
tive Council as a whole, and »t seems to me that we ha\e a handy instru­
ment ready at our disposal which might Im* utilised and effectively utilis­
ed for this purpose. We have got the Standing Committee on Public 
Health. It is the function of that Committee to deal with proportions 
such as my friend has laid before u h .  I)r. Moitra himself i.s a metnlier 
of that Committee, and we shall have the advantage of his valuable advice 
in considering the details which he has brought forward. Therefore my 
suggestion to my friend i« that he should withdraw the resolution 
and I undertake on Itehalf of Government to lay this resolution before 
the Standing Committee and to consider the matter and deal with it. 
There is an advantage which I desire to point out and it in this. If we 
appoint a committee, it will take months before a decision is arrived at. 
It baa again and rfgain been said in thift Council that committees are 
mostly intended to shelve questions; at any rate, committees do taLe a
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'long time in coming to a conclusion. We have two or three romnuttet 
to which perhaps a remark of this kind would he applicable.

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: 1 g la d l y  ar< ept the a s su ta n c e  ti 
th e  H o n ’ble  M in is te r  and am w i l l i n g  to w ith d r a w  my te so lu t ion .
• i

Tho Hon’ble Sir SURENORA NATH BANERJEA: 1 need not pit
lo n g  m y  rem arks  if  m y  fr iend accept s  m y as surance  and wi t h dr aws  hi 
reso lu t ion .

T h e  reso lu t ion  was tb en ,  b\  leave  of tbe  C o u n c i l , w ith d raw n

Withdrawal of resolutions.

Babu SURENDRA NARAYAN SINHA: 1 beg  w ith d raw  t! 
f o l l o w i n g  le s o lu t io n  s ta n d i n g  in my nam e  -

" T in -  Count  il reciniinifi id''  to the G o x e i n m e n t  that a comnutte*  
cons ul t i ng  o f ^ x p e r t s .  oHit ni l s and non- of t i emk,  he a pp o i nt e d  to report  t 
tbe  G o \ e i n m e n t  us to bow tbe  c ondi t i on  of  the  m e i  l i h a g i t a th i  can I 
nn pi o\  ed.  ’ '

'IMie le s idut io i i  wih  tb en ,  b\ leave  of th e C o u m i l ,  w ith d ra w n

Maulvi RAFI OoDIN AHMED: I l>eg to w ith d ra w  th e fo l low m  
reso lut ion  s ta n d in g  in m y nam e  : - -

“ Th i s  Coum il j e c o i nme nd s  to the G o v e r n me n t  ihat  we a v i n g  an 
s p i n n i n g  school s  be started at e \ e j \  headquar t ers  oi a d i s t i n  t

T h e  resolut ion was then ,  b\  l eave  of  the Counc i l ,  w ith d r aw n

Postponement of resolution.

The DEPUT Y-PRESI DENT: Ka. M abendra Chandra Mitra Bahi  
dm  has inform ed me that be wil l not com e t o - d a ) ,  and exp ressed  u win 
that the  fo l lo w in g  r eso lu t ion ,  s ta n d i n g  >n bis  nam e,  m a y  )>e poHtponcd:

'* T h is  C ou n c i l  r ec o m m en d s  to the G o \ e i n m e n t  that !i sum » 
K«. l>e set as ide  a n n u a l h  for th e prov is ion  of wate i  supply i

# iuri^l areas and m u n ic ip a l  tow ns  where < holera m orta l i ty  is very h ig l  
and that filter* of the  F uridpore  t \ p e  be i n s t a l l e d . ”

T h e  alwrve reso lu t ion  g o es  to the  Iwittom of  th e Lint.

Withdrawal of resolution.

The following resolution, standing in the name of Babu JAgendia Nat 
Hov was, in the abttenc* of the member, deemed to In* withdrawn :

“ Thi* Council recommend* to the Government that necMnmiry *te| 
be taken to dredge the rivers Brahmaputra, Dbalexwari and Padma *

• as to improve the communication and the drainage in the subdivides
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of Slmuktfunj, Muriahiffiuij and Narayan^unj and that immediate steps • 
be taken to re-ercavate that portion of the canal joining1 the DhaJeswari 
and Padma, which pawes by Shekarnagnr no Srinagar to Lohaganj to 
make it navigable throughout the year.’*

Postponement of resolution.

T h e  f o l l owi ng  r e s o l u t i on ,  s t a n d i n g  m the  n a m e  of  Shal l  S v ed  E m d a d u l  
Huij  u' ih,  m (he abse nce  of  t he  m e m b e r ,  a n d  w i t h  t he  p e r mi s s i on  of t he  
l ) e p u t \ - P r e s i d e n t , p l a ced  at t he  hot toin of  t he  l int :  —

Tin* Council recom m ends to the ( i o v e in m e n f  that al l courts  and  
oflicen of the Governm ent he closed at r.M. ever \ day dur in g  the
month of  Ramzan,  w ithout prejudice  to a n \  ,'ir r angem ent  that the  
G overnm ent may think reasonable  to adopt,  a's r e ga rd s  earlier hour* of 
the o p e n in g  of them* courts  and office'*, m the i n t e r es t  of the public  
ser\  ice

Preservation of Tanks.

Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: Tl. »s Council  recom ­
mends to the G overnm ent  that a C om m ittee  he appointed  to consider and  
report on the w ays and mean** to preserve the tank*, in the lu i a l  areas of 
the Provin ce  and frame law* for the p m p o -e

Thi.s resolution a im s at m e e t in g  the c ry in g  need and p m u e  necessity  
of  Bengal  for the su p p l \  of good d r in k in g  water an<l also,  at h e lp in g ,  a* 
fai as possible, the l i t ig a t io n  of lands It is n tiu isin  to say that our 
province abounds in tanks, pond*,  wel ls  and other w ater-i oui *est e tc . .  
a nd that some of th em , ac cord ing  to th en  sir.es, are ca l led  sa<jar>, t U t f h i r * ,  

etc . In the majority of cases , these tanks  are the g i f t s  of generou.s 
«amin dars  and oth er well -to-do people ,  who,  accord ing  to the custom of 
yore,  when char itab le  ins t i tu t ion s ,  such as il ha rant.sal as, tanks,  e tc . ,  used 
to l»e considered ft part of l e h g io u s  acts and th ere fo ie  meritor ious,  were  
uctuated by such rel ig ious  im pulses  and made ex te n s iv e  charit ies  in the  
form of tanks, wel ls ,  etc ., for the su p p ly  of good and pure dr in k in g  water  
to the loca l i ty  ami to the p m  pie in genera l .  Most of these  tanks arc a* * 
old as the h i l l s  aud th ey furnish a land-m ark,  an e loquent te s t im on y  of 
the rel ig ious  inst inct  and disposit ion of the people  of  l ien ga l  in the past,  
w hich  wan c o m m on ly  shared by the H in d u s  and M u ham m adans  al ike,  
an we st i l l  can find m an y tanks and wells  to exis t  to th is  day,  which  are 
the gift** o f  th e  M uham m adan  rulers of B en ga l .  T he  donor* of  these  
tanks  and well#  have ,  in the past,  consecrated th em  to the most sacred  
caune of  h u m a n i t y  by m a k in g  th em  the source of  w ater -su pply  to the  
public .  But in these days ,  most of the old tank* and w e l ls ,  for the d e ­
plorable lack of the spirit of  conservation  a m o n g  the  people ,  have,  in 
m a n y  places,  d w ia d led  and deteriorated a nd ,  h a v in g  been choked up w ith  j
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rank g r o w th  o f  v e g e t a t io n  and trees,  h ave  becom e q u i te  in san itary  and  
.the  f o r m id a b le  foci of  m a la r ia l  fevers  to the  in h ab itan t* ,  th e y  V i n g  
b re e ^ in g - g ro u n d s  o f  th e  a n o p h e les .  Once  these tanks— in the  days gone  
b y  w ere  th e m s e lv e s  very  p ic tu resq u e  and d e l ig h t fu l  to look a t— full  of  
blu e  cry s ta l  an d  l im p id  w aters  w ith  the  b lu e vault  ref lect ing and with  

,  sw an s  and du ck s  p l a y i n g  on their  bosom and their  banks echoed and re* 
ech oed  w ith  tfie p la y f u l  m ir th  of the v i l l a g e  ch i ld ren  who used to gath er  
there .  In th ose d ays  every tank,  pond,  la goon ,  w e l l ,  river and creek 
w as fi l led w ith  h e a l th y  and l i f e - g i \ i n g  water  and th ey  never dried u p :  
th e y  also  d is tr ib u ted  hea l th  and plenty to the people  and icndered  the  
co u n t ry  f low in g  in m ilk  and h o n ey  and c o n ten tm en t .  Hut a la s !  those  
4iappv  d ays  have  g o n e  I n .  To whatever cause or causes  it m a \  l»c a t t r i ­
buted ,  the  rivers,  creeks,  tanks and wel l s  have ,  to the u tter  m isfor tu ne  
of  th e  co u n try ,  s i l te d ^ in d  dried up le a v in g  B en ga l  ab so lu te ly  w a t e r i e r  
and th e  people ,  in con seq u en ce ,  are confronted  w ith the dreadfu l  scarc i ­
ty  o f  d r in k in g  water  N ow ,  it has become one ot the gravest  and serious  
p r o b l e m s  w h ich  it is not eas \  to g ia p p le  w ith .  I f ,  however,  these  rivers ,  
t a n k s ,  < letdks, and«wells ,  etc . be rec la im ed ,  deepened and re-excavated ,  
th en ,  and then o n l v ,  the problem of d r in k in g  water in rural areas m ay ,  
to an n p p r e i  lable  e x te n t ,  be rem oved and at tin* same t im e  the < a uses  of 
m alar ia  som ewh at  check ed  th ough  not altogether  ban ished .

T hese  tanks and w aterw ays  when le e la im e d  and re-excavated  wil l  
h e lp  to fa c i l i ta te  irr igat ion  of lands in mh r  areas ,  when* it is so le ly  d e ­
pended upon for their  crops. Hut I have been ab le  to gather from my  
tour in the interior of the nihr  areas, I have person ally  seen in places  
m a n y  tanks which  had s i l ted  up to an e x te n t  to have been in n v e i t c d  into  
arable  lands for g l o w i n g  crop* by the v i l la g e  people ,  th us  m a k in g  it 
im p oss ib le  for these tanks to be re-c \cav  ated and to be used for di ink ing  
and irr iga t ion  purposes.  I f  such cncrom hment ujwm the prospiM I of 
p ro v id in g  water-supply  by rc-ext av at m g  t hose  tanks is a l low ed  to c o n ­
tin u e ,  the e x i s t in g  sou r ces  of water-supply  to such village*' w il l g low  let** 
and less and wil l at laM altogether  disappear e n t a i l in g  heat ici ex p en d i  
ture tor the e x ca v a t io n  of new tanks.  T h is  usjhm! of the q u es t ion ,  w i l l ,  
1 hope,  f o n ib lv  apjieal to the hon 'ble  iuctiiImmm.

Kor these  rf*asons, Si r ,  I beg to move that a c o m m it te e  Im* app o inted  
at  an ear ly  date  to in v e s t ig a te  and report on the wa y s  and mean*' to pro- 
fierve these  tanks first and th en ,  if possible ,  oth er w a t e r w a y s  too C on ­
s id e r in g  the im p ortan ce  of the nubject,  the resolu tion w i l l ,  I h ope ,  c o m ­
m en d  it se l f  to the  a c c e p t a m e  of  the H ouse .

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHIXRI: The problem #of u ater-supply 
outside the » itv  in the mufasnal is a very acute one; in many p laces  
jteopb* scarcelv find good drinking water for < heni*«*lve#, far le»» for 
their cattle. There are manv obi tanks in inanv place*, and it is in th e  
fitnew* of time thal the hon’ble mover ha*. adlted that ramie arrangement
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nhould be made for preserving these tauks. He has said that a com­
mittee should l>e formed, but a few minutes back we heard the Hon’ble 
Minister in cluuge of Sanitation say that the formation of a committee 
is only a moan* of shelving mat torn indefinitely. If the result of the 
formation of such a committee be the .shelving of such a matter, we do 
not like to have one. Jiut the thing is this, that the problem of water- 
supply in very acute, and we should try to improve ttte water-supply 
of tlie rural area* an early as possible.

W ith  these few rental ks, 1 support th is  resolu t ion.

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA. I am in a
difficulty with regard to thin matter.  1 am in f^ eat sym pathv witjh 
tho resolution.  The adequate supply of water  is a bu rn in g  quest ion  in 
certain areas; the supply is not sufficient and there is very  
keen fee l ing  about it. All that d e s e n e s  most .sympathetic cons idera ­
tion on the part of  ( i o \ e m i n e n t , but 1 would observe and my friend.
1 th ink,  will agree  with me when I say that his  does not seem  to me 
to 1m* a practical wav of grappling  u i t h  tin* d i l ticylty.  %ou want to 
appoint a com m ittee  foi the pur pose of su g g e s t in g  means foi the p r e s e n a -  
tion of tanks mid w atei -< om *es throughout the province Now , doe* it 
not occur to most of u* that the condit ions  of  v\ a te i- supply  m different d is ­
tr icts  di ffet.  Momet mies differ \ e n  mm h In my opin ion the best th ing  
under the c i t c u m s la m e s  would be, h a v in g  regard to the differences in 
the local condit ions ,  to ask the Iota] bodies m charge  of the wate j-  
#Mippl\ to lo o k , in to  it v Does  it not o n  ui to us that this  ih really a 
matter for the local bodies,  and not for the Central Government!"  
Government will he lp as  it has  ho often done in the past For instance,  
we sanction grants  and loans to m u nic ipa l it ies  that a«k for them in c o n ­
nection with w ntcr-supph T he other day we made a large grant to  one  
of  the m u n ic ip a l i t ie s  in the mufassa l ,  and we m e  constantly m aking  
g rants  o f  th is  nature W hen  a schem e of  water-supply  is subm itted  to 
Governm ent-  I am le ferrtng  to m u n ic ip a l i t ie s — we have the  schem e  
tested by our experts ,  and therefore,  so far as financial assis tance and 
e\|*ert advice  are concerned,  th e G overnm ent is a lw ays  ready to help  
local bodies  with adxice  and m on e\  . but it does  not seem to me that  
any practical purpose is likely to In* served by the appointm ent of a 
com m ittee  such as the one proposed,  e xcep t ,  as my friend has suggested ,  
the s h e lv in g  of the question indef in ite ly .  I cannot ,  as a m ember of th f  
G overn m en t ,  or as a m c tn U r  of  this  Council ,  approve of  such a policy .  
Of course , if mv fr iend wants  it,  he may have it, but 1 dn n o t cthink  
that th is  le soh it ion  can s e r v e  a m  useful purpose; a s  a matter of  fact.  1 
understand that local bo dir* at th e present m om ent in some district*  
are p iepar in g  wj^ter-supph s ch em es  T h ere fo ie .  what 1 should  l ike  
to su g g es t  to m\# friend as a practical  rut mrritn would  be  that Oovern-  
ment would undertake to call the atten t ion  o f  the local bodies to  th is  
resolution and ask them fh do w h a t- th e y  can.  That seems to  m e  a



1922.] PRESERVATION OF TANKS. 179

practical solution of the difficulty ; if you want to shelve the matter in­
definitely, by all meant appoint a committee, but if you want U* solve 
the problem, we undertake to circularise the District Boards, sent! them 
this resolution, and ask them to do what they tan.

Babu 8UREADRA NARAYAN SINHA : From what 1 have heard 
from the Hon’ble Miiyster, I agree with him in the idea that if he asks 
the local lw>dies to consider the resolution, I am ready to withdraw it. 
But one thing that strikes me is th is: to my mind the present law i* 
nyt adequate enough to enable the loc al bodies to assist in the re-excava­
tion of '•ilted-up tanks in rural areas. Some of the K am in d a is  are
gradually seitling them w^th their tenants For this purpose 1 sug­
gested committee in order to give j>ower to the local bodies to 
preserve the*e tanks. I hope when the Hon’ble Munster will d.aw the 
attention of the local bodies in connection with thi* revolution, lie will 
kindl y instruct them to consider thi* point a No

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANER4EA: Ye*. ! will do 
that. # #

The motion was then, by leave of the Council withdiawn.

Withdrawal of resolution.

The j til low i n g l evolution standing m the name of Maulvi A /aharudcbn 
Ahmed was, in the absence of the meiul>er, dimmed to lw» uHhdtawn.

“ Thih Council recommend* to the (vo\ernment tliat the -.\stem of 
rea!i*’ng t'ompouu<li interest on loan* in Tnmnkxnk and on mortgage* 
be aN'hslies! in Bengal

Introduction of standard weights in Bengal.

Maulvi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: “ Thu* Council recommend* to 
the Government that standard weight* In* introduced throughout 
Bengal. **

Tliis ^solution requires ver\ little explanation. The»e are various 
Weights prevalent even in the same dinfnct. Wo have at J«***ore at leant 
four kind* of wetghts, n:.,  one of 6 0  tola* making a aeer, one of HO tola* 
making a *^‘r, one of 82 tolas making a seei ami anothei of 120 tola*- 
making a «eer. Excluding certain resectable *hoj>-keej>ers. the* major­
ity of them are very shrewd men and thev have very little scruple* to 
deceive unsuspecting people. B e s id e s  when the thing* are purchased 
at different district*, there i* also nome difficulty.

I know the difficulty that will N* created bv this resolution if it i* 
put to practice all at once, but all that I want is that** beginning should
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be made in this direction by the Government to save the people from 
deception and fraud practised on them.

W ith  these word*, I he#: to recomm end m y resolut ion  }o th e  accept­
ance of the Houne

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I sh a ll be able to
deal with th is  question in a very few words. T h is  m atter  has  en g a g e d  
the a ttention  of I he Government of India ,  but the Governm ent  o f  India  
are \e r y  cautious  in proceeding with it. Thi^ is more or le s s  a m atter  of 
public  education ,  and the ideas of the people  have  to  be trained in this  
respect.  All my friend w ants  in his proposal is that a b e g in n in g  should  
1m* made; his projiosal is a modest one . aed  I am prepared to a s s o c i - • 
ate m yse lf  with him in star t ing  th is  b eg in n in g ,  afid if H 
leads to the standardisation of w e ig h ts  and measures ,  I am sure G overn­
ment would Is* thankfu l to the hoti’bler member for h a v in g  in troduc­
ed this  resolut ion What I would s u g g e s t ,  and what 1 would  propose  
to do in this  connect i o n ,  is that we should circularise  the h x a l  b o d i e s  in 
order to a n d  tain th en \ lew s with regard to this  matter,  because  l e g i s ­
lation will have to b<* undertaken,  and Government can not do s o  u n l e s s  

and until the t iend of publu opinion h a s  been asterta iued .  Therefore,  
if my fi iend wants  a b e g in n in g  to la* made,  and would accept my p ro ­
posal,  he might see his wa\ to withdiaw his  resolution

Maulv i R A F I  U D D I N  A H M E D :  In the c ircu m stances ,  1 beg leave  to 
withdraw the motion.

The motion was then, by leave of the Council,  w ith d ra w n .

Elooted members of Counoil to be “  ex-offtao ”  members of 
district boards-

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: ** This  Coutu il l ecom m ends  to the  
Governm ent that steps be taken ho that each elected member of the  
B en ga l  l e g i s l a t i v e  ('oum il may be appointed cs-oj fic to  as a member of 
the particulai d is tn ct  hoard where his constituency is lo ca te d .”

1 am uot a m em ber of the d istr ict hoard and I th in k  there are several 
m em bers here w ho are like m e. And many of its cannot afford to lose  
fu rther tim e and money for co n d u ctin g  am e lectio n  to the d if tr ic tb o a r d  
w ith o u t n e g le c tin g  the work of the L eg is la tiv e  C ouncil here. But I have  
often  felt the need of an in tim ate  k n ow led ge  o f the d istr ic t board ly in g  
in om own con stitu en cy  for m utual h e lp  and co-operatiot^  D u rin g  the  
last one year, I have seen  several in terp e lla tion s  by the h o n ’ble m em bers  
M th is C ouncil le ln t in g  to th eir  own d istr ic t board and th is  m eans that 
several tiieiuliers feel the need of th is in tim ate  k n o w led g e . F u rth er, it is 
also  to the ad vu u tage  of the d istr ic t lioard that th ey  should  be in c lose  
touch w ith  the L e g is la t iv e  C ouncil, as th eir  w an ts , th eir  g iie r a n c ea  can  
be brought to  th #  n o tice  o f the G overnm ent without th e  least possible
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d e la y . T h is  is  th e  bare  o u t lin e  w h y  I h ave  b ro u g h t th is  reso lu tio n  for  
thle c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  th is  C o u n c il, a n d  I m ay te ll you  th a t I am  p erson ally*  
co n v in c e d  o f  i t s  u t i l i t y ,  a lth o u g h  I d o  not d en y  th at th ere  are som e  
p ra c tic a l d if f ic u lt ie s  a lo n g  w ith  i t .  T h ere  are som e m em b ers in th is  
C o u n c il w h o  are r e p r e s e n ta tiv e s  o f  d iv is io n * , and  in th e ir  ca se  an y  
d is tr ic t  board , p r a c t ic a lly  w h ere  th ey  r e s id e , w ill su it m y purjwise for 
th e  ^ n a tte r  o f  th is  R eso lu tion .

W ith  th e s e  fe w  w o rd s, I co m m en d  m y r e so lu tio n  to  th e  accep tan ce' 
»f th e  H o u s e . *

Khan Bahadur Maulvi WASIMUDDIN AHMED: 1 rise to  op p ose  
th is  y io i lo n ; th er e  are V arious grou n d *  foi m y  o p p o sit io n . Then* are  
m a n y  m em b ers w h o  rep resen t s ev e r a l d is tr ic ts ,  a s , for in s ta n c e , &\r 
A su to sh  C h au d h u ri r e p resen ts  both  P a b n a  and B o g ra , and in it p<hssihli 
I hu t he sh o u ld  ser v e  as a m em l»er o f th e  d is tr ic t lsiard  o f both Pabna^  
and  B o g r a ?  In th e  secon d  p la ce , th ere  are m an y d is tr ic ts  w h ere  e ith e r  
th e  H in d u  or M u h am m ad an  p o p u la tio n  p ie d o m in a te s . A s a m atter  of 
fa c t , if  th ese  lnqpiberH a j e  to be t\r-offtcto, they a r e  to 'b e  tak en  out o f the  
nu in liers w lu ch  are k ep t by G o v e rn m e n t for n o m in a tio n , am i m that ca*« 
th e  n u m b er  o f n o m in a tio n s  by (io v e r n m e n t w ill decrease, G overn m en t 
w ill h ave  to n o m in a te  th e  C i \ i l  S u rg e o n , th e D is tn c t  Ins|M»ctnt of S ch o o ls  
an^l so m etim e s  th e  S u p e r in te n d e n t o f  P o lic e  and  th e  S u b d iv iM on a l O fficer; 
so th a t, if  th e  in em tiers o f tfa* C ou n cil are to  be nom inated ' by G o v e rn ­
m en t a* m em b ers o f  th e  d is tr ic t U m rd, (io v e r n m e n t w ill h a te  a \ery  
sm a ll m ijnher o f m em lters to n o m in a te  for th e  purpose  for w h ich  th is  
n o m in a tio n  in. reset ved. T h e n o m in a tio n  is in ten d ed  foi th e p u rp ose  o f 
p r eserv in g  th e  b a la n ce  lie tw een  th e  tw o  s id e s . It is o ften  foninW itrces- 
$ary to  n o m in a te  so m e H in d u  tiiam l>crs in order to  g iv e  th e  H in d u s  a  
v o ice  on th e  d is tn c t  l>ourd; so *% reg a rd s  M u h am m ad an s. I m ay
addi h « tc  that th e  presen t syst4*t«Cof e le c t in g  tnem l>ers to the d is tr ic t  
board and lo ca l Itoard is so m ew h a t d e fe c t iv e . T h e  m in o r it ie s  h a v e  no  
ch a n c e  b eca u se  email m eml>er is g iv e n  o n e  vo te  to Is* g iv e n  to  each  c a n ­
d id a te  and if  a p a rticu la r  c o m m u n ity  hapjtens to !w» in th e m a jo f ity ,  th ey  
w ill  m on ojm lise  a ll th e  sea ts  and th e  m in o r ity  can n ot get an v  s e a ts ;  so  
to  p reserve  th e  b a la n ce  a cer ta in  n u m b er o f  s e a ts  a r e  reserved  by ( io v ­
e rn m e n t for  n o m in a tio n . T h e  effect o f th is  w ill  be m in im ise d  i f  the  
m em b er#  o f  C ou n c il are m ad e e^t-offino m em b ers o f th e  d is tr ic t  bo%rd 
O f co u rse , if  th e  m em b ers desire* to  serve  as m em b ers  o f  th e  d is tr ic t  
board th ey  oon o ffer  th em se lv e s  a s c a n d id a te s  for e le c t io n . In th e  case  
o f  d is tr ic t  J x ia rd  m em b ers, as my learn ed  fr ien d  h as sa \d , if  th ey  are 
u n w il l in g  to  u n d e rg o  th e  d if f icu lt ie s  and tro u b le  and e x p e n se  o f  e le c t io n  
an d  o th er  th in g s , th ey  m ay  be re tu rn ed  as m em b ers o f th e  distric t hoard  
b y  th e  lo c a l board. I f  th e  co u n try  ap p rec ia te*  th e ir  serv ice* , and th ey  
are n o t retu rn ed  as m em b ers o f th e  lo ca l board , th ey  m ig h t be returned  
as  m em b ers o f  th e  d is tr ic t  board i f  th e y  h a v e  su ffic ien t q u a lif ic a tio n s  to  
b e co m e  m em b ers  th a t board an d , if  th e  c o u n trv  W i l y  w ish  to  return

13



182 COUNCILLORS AND DISTRICT BOARDS. [23ed F eb.

th em  as m e m b ers o f  th e  d is tr ic t  b oard , so  I  d o  n o t th in k  i t  i s  d e s ira b le  
/ h a t  G o v ern m en t sh o u ld  be h am p ered  w ith  a n y  e x tr a  m em b ers , so  a s  
to m in im ise  th e ir  a d v a n ta g e  fo r  r ed re ss in g  th e  b a la n ce  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  
c o m m u n itie s . W it^  th ese  w ords I o p p ose  th is  m o tio n .

Maulvi EMADUDDIH AHMED: I a lso  r ise  to  o p p o se  th is  r e so lu ­
tio n , b ecau se  you  w ill find if th is  r eso lu tio n  is  a c ce p te d , o n e  d ay  m em -  
bers o f th e  l e g i s la t iv e  A ssem b ly  w ill a lso  w a n t to  b e  n o m in a ted  a#  

^ m em bers o f  th e  d is tr ic t  board , and so  a ls o  jjnem bers o f th e  C o u n c il o f  
S ta te . W h § t is th e  p r in c ip le  u n d e r ly in g  th is  e le c t io n  o f th e  m em ber*  
o f th e  d is tr ic t board!' S om e tim e  ag o  th e  n o m in a tio n  w a s h a lf  a n d  h a lf ,  
a n d  it  is an a d m itted  fact and it has been  a c k n o w le d g e d  not? th a t  th e  
p eop le  o u g h t to  g o  th ro u g h  (‘le c t io n , an<J i f  th e \  w ill a c c e p t th is  p r in c ip le , 
yot! a ie  g'*ing a g a in s t th e very p r in c ip le  o f e le c t io n . T h ere  are th e  
p o p u la r  m in ister s  and m em b ers, th e le a d e r s 'o f  our o o u n tr y , a n d  i f  th ey  
care to go  to  th e d i M n e t  b o a r d s ,  o f  cou rse  th ey  w ill b e  ab le  to  g o  easily  
th ro u g h  th e e le c t io n  w hich  w ill b r in g  them , in to  c lo ser  tou ch  w ith  th e  
p e o p le .

1< rom that )H>«nt o f view' a lso  it w ill be b e tter , that th e s e  n o m in e es  
sh o u ld  g o  th ro u g h  eU sH ion; th ere are o th er  d if fic u lt ie s , as p o in ted  o u t ,  
in  th e case  o f cer ta in  m e m b eis  w ho are to be rx-ojfxno m em b ers o f th e  
board, for in s ta n ce , th e  C iv il S u rg e o n , and so fo r th ; if  you  n o m in a te  
th e se  mem1>ers o f C o u n c il, it w ill tie  th e h iy ids o f  (io v e r n m e n t in m a k in g  
o th er  n o m in a tio n s. T hen a g a in , to  speak f ia n k ly ,  I do not find th at it  
w ou ld  very p o ssib le  for som e o f th ese  m em b ers, and som e o f  m ay
not care to g o  in to  th e  in ter io r  to look in to  th in g s  th ere  atftl a tten d  
m e e tin g s  o f th e  distric t hoard. F or  in s ta n ce  the lam jlorH s her©— I do  
not 8peak a g a in s t  th em  - t h e \  do  not lik e  to l iv e  in c o u u tr y ;  th ev  
l ik e  to  l i \ e  in C a lcu tta , and liv e  in ft ig  h o u ses  h ere, and it w ou ld  n o t  
be p o ss ib le  for  th em  to  g o  and A ttend m e e t in g s .  At th e  sam e tim e , I 
th in k  i f  any  m em b er, w ho is n m em b er o f th e  C ou n c il here, w a n ts  to  
g o  th e r e — he is a lea d er  no d o u b t, an d  has been  retu rn ed  to th e  L e g is ­
la t iv e  C o u n c il-  he w ill h ave  th e  l>est chanc e o f  b e in g  retu rn ed  as a  
m em b er. In them* n ir c u m sta n ces , c o m in g  d ow n  to  th e  p r in c ip le , w e  
o u g h t to  seek  elec tio n  and not n o m in a tio n  N o m in a tio n  is th e  le a s t  
d e s ira b le , and if th is  sort o f  n o m in ation  is resorte<J to , it w ill  m il ita te  
a g a in s t  th e  very  princ ip le  o f e le c t io n . W ith  th ese  w ord s, I opj>ose .this 
r e so lu t io n .

tabu  8URENDRA NATH MALLIKs I d o  r e a lise  th a t  in a m a tter  
l ik e  th is ,  m u fa ssa l o p in io n  is o f  m u ch  g r e a te r  v a lu e  th an  th # t o f  a C al­
c u tta  m a n , and I th in k  m em b ers from  th e  m u fa ssa l are l ik e ly  to  kn ow  
m ore abou t th e  s itu a t io n  th an  a m an lik e  m y s e lf . A ll th e  sa m e , I d o  
th in k  th a t  th e  idea u n d e r ly in g  th is  reso lu tio n  is  a co m m en d a b le  o n e . 
To m y m in d , it s eem s th a t m em b ers o f th is  C o u n c il o u g h t to  b e  in th e  
c lo se s t  p o ss ib le  tou cft w ith  th e  d is tr ic t boat'd, p a r ticu la r ly  m em b ers from 
th e  m u fa ssa l, and in th a t v i* w  I th in k  it is  a very  go o d  idea th a t ou r
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brothers h ere  from  th e  m ufa&sal sh ou ld  a lso  l>e e*-ojficw m em b ers of 
thft d is tr ic t  board*, so  th a t  th ey  m ay  k n ow  the d istr ic t board w ork , aua# 
m ak e th em se lv e s  m ore in t im a te  w ith , and m ore e a sily  app roachab le to , 
th e  p e o p le  o f  th e  d is tr ic t , so  th at th ey  m ay represent th eir  g iie v a n ce a  
in  th e  C o u n c il here. S ta r t in g  from  th e  broad po in t o f v iew , 1 th in k  
th is  reso lu tio n  is  a  very  com m en d ab le  one. It ha* lieen poin ted  out to  
m e & a t  th ere  m ay t>e som e d ifficu lty  w ith  regard to n om in ation , b ecause  
at th e  p resen t m o m en t under th e  A c t, p o ssib ly  a lim ited  num ber is  
a llow ed  to  be n o m in a ted . D iff ic u lt ie s  l ik e  that seem  to be of a truni|>erv

• ch aracter  and can e a s ily  be rem oved by b r in g in g  in a m en d in g  section s  
and th in g s  o f  th at character . T h a t, h o w o \e r , need not staud in our  
w ay i^ th e  princip le is fin e w hich  w e can a ccep t, and we can ask the  
H o n ’bTe M in is te r  to h e lp  us by {M ltting in an a m en d in g  c lau se  o f thi« 
k in d . I  do not th in k  in a jn a t te r  liVe th is  m uch m ore need be sa id ; a? 
a m atter  o f  fa c t , a lrea d y  th ere are m an y m em bers, cha irm en  and vice- 
chairm en  w ho are a lso  m em liers o f th is C ouncil. T took a count o u tsid e  
th is  H a ll ,  in th e  lob b y , so m uch so in one p articu lar  d istr ict both the  
chairm an* and t j c  v ice -ch a irm a n  are h ere; in oth ers th ere are tw o or 
thi;ee w ho are meml>ers o f th e  sam e d is tr ic t  board#* T h e  C hairm an of th e  
D is tr ic t  B oard o f R u rdw an, R aja  M an ilo ll S in g h  R oy , is h ere; thr* 
Chairm an o f the D is tr ic t  Board o f R ankura. R ai A bin ash  C handra  
B an erjee  B a h a d u r, is h ere, and f  th in k  D r. A. Su h raw ard y  is C hairm an  
flf th e M idnapore d is tr ic t board; then mv friend R aja  R esh ee  Case Law  
is C hairm an o f  th e D is tr ic t Board o f th e 2 4 -P a r g a n a s ; there are a lso  
oth er  dfffSrict board m em bers here. T h e  M aharaja  of  N ad ia  is C h a ir­
man of  the Dis tr ic t Roard of  N ad ia ;  K han B ahadur M a u h i W asim u d d in  
Ahme<f is Chairrrfan o f the D is tr ic t Board o f P ab n a . So  that I find tliat 
p ractica llv  tw o-th ird*  o f m v fr ien d s are from  th e d istr ic t lx»ards; th ey  
ir e  bound to l>e so ; if  you send rep resen ta tiv es  to  th e C ou n c il, th ev  are 
bou nd to be th e  ch a irm en  an d  v ice -ch a irm en  o f th e d istr ic t b oards; they  
ir e  th e leaders in th e d istr ic t and  every  m u n ic ip a l tow n . So T do hot 
e x a c t ly  find that th ere are very  stro n g  reasons  to oppose th is  r eso lu tion . 
T h a v e  verv  great p leasure in su p p o rtin g  th is , and I th in k  it is a m ove in 
th e r ig h t d irec tion .

Babu MITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: I nV to  support th is  m otion . 
O f#a ll p erson s, tw o  m u fassa l chairm en  o f  th e d istr ic t boards have  
th o u g h t fit to  opp ose th is  m otion . P erh ap s th ev  are afraid  th a t in 
fu tu re  th e ir  sea ts  m ig h t be co n te sted  bv o th er  m em  b e n  o f th is  Legis­
la t iv e  C ou n cil, but T do n o t th in k  such an omision w ill ever  arise. 
T h e m otiod  has been opposed  on tw o  g ro u n d s: one th at th ere w ill be 
d ifficu lty  if  th e  m otion  is  accep ted , because th ere  are m em b ers w ho  
hav*» been  e lected  from  m ore tl#An o n e ,d is t r ic t ; that ;s a m atter  o f d eta il 
w h ich  mav be con sid ered  bv th e L ocal S e lf-G overn m en t S ta n d in g  
Committee. A s to  the other q u estio n , the qncririon o f  n o m in a tio n , 
this also is a matter of detail whlrh m av be eonfidered bv the Local 
S elf-G overn m en t S ta n d in g  C *m m itte* . T here is  ab sd fn te lv  n o  reason



why this motion should be rejected. The two gentlemen who thought 
%i to oppose this motion, could not put forward any practical grounds 
for their opposition. The difficult ies put forward are merely, supposed 
difficulties which might he settled in detail by the Irfxvil Self-Government 
Comm it tee, if the Hon’ble Minister accept# the lesoiution.' I, therefore, 
strongly support this mot ion and 1 hojie it will be carried. %

Raja RE8HEE CASE LA W : The resolution proposes to make each 
elected mejnber of the local Legislative Council ex-officw member of 
the district 1h>ui<1 where his constituency is located. It is difficult . 
to understand precisely the object with which this resolution has been 
moved. The constitution oi the district bosuts and local •  boards is 
based upon the provisions of sections 7 and Li of the Ifcngul liocfif Self- 
Government Act of 18K5. Generally speaking, two-thirds of the members 
of the district hoaids are elected h\ the local boards and one-third 
nominated by the Commissioner of the Division in which that 
district bonid is situated. Thus, for instance, the district lx>ard of 
the I’l-I’aigatuiN consist** of MU memliers of which 20 are elected by 
the several local boards, an î 1 0  are nominated members. To carry on 
the work of the district board, the number oi members composing 
the board me quite enough for the purpose, and no useful purpose 
Would be served by adding to the number, es there is tio necessity 
for such addition. Hut supposing that the resolution In* incepted, 
then difficulty would arise in cunduiting tin* wmk <if the Ismrd a* the 
periods of existence of the district boards and the legislative*Council 
do not terminate at the same time. Much inconvenience would be felt 
by the district boards in doiii;' work during tlie period <rf general election 
of the Legislative (Journal, which cannot l>e 1#»ŝ  than six months jifter 
the discharge of the old Council, as the (jr-officio member* of the di«tnct 
board would necessarily cease to exist kt tjie interior, It would l>e 
ttUfcea*y tlyug for memliers of the Legislative Council, willing to serve 
as esr-officw members of the district hoards, to get themselves elected 
in the local boards of the subdivisions m which they reside under 
section I .’I of the Act, and thus get themselves leturned to the district 
boards as representatives of their respective local boards—this would 
save much inconvenience to the district boards during the period of 
Council election. Moreover, the admission of fUMifficut members jfito 
the district boards whose constitution is defined and fegulated by the 
Self-Government Act and the rules framed under that Act. will 
necessitate a recasting of the law and rules framed thereunder, and so 
long as this is not done, the acceptance of the resolution.' instead of 
doing any good, would cause much difficulty to the smooth working 
of the district boards. 1 then fore!>ppos/lhe icsolution.

Babu K ltH O R I MOHAN CH AU D H UR I: I heartily support tjpe 
resolution. At present half the members of the district board—I do not 
kno* the exact Ijeure; at least in my time,, when I was in the district
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’board, it was half—are elected, and the other half nominated by’Govern­
ment---- -

The Hon'hle 8ir 8UREND RA N A T H B A N E R JE A : No. it iVnot 
half; two-thirda are elected.

*abu KI8H0FJI MOHAN CH AUD HURI: If  a men,her wants to
join the district board, he must seek election first in the local board, und 
with the support of the local board me niters, if be i* fortunate enough, 
he can go to the district board, or he can be nominated by fhe District 
Magistrate. This is a difficulty at the present moment. I am really 
sorry thai several chairmen of district l>oards have opposed this motion.
I do**>t know if there is a lurking suspicion in their mind, and it may be 
they do not like to be disturbed in their position /ta there may be other 
competitor*, but whatever may be, 1 think the elected members of the 
Council, the representatives of the people, would be a ven valuable asset 
to the district board. They would be the link between the p ro vine inUm d 
district administrations. As in the Calcutta Munici|»alit), it may be th:>t 
some of the merflbers mit\ not like to go thiough the general constituency, 
and therefore, instead of seeming by election the presence of some com­
petent person*, arrangements ba\e been made that some membeis should 
be elected by the ele< ted members of the Corporation. So here, 1 think, 
if*this prim iple be coftceded, it will ha ver\ valuable service done to the 
district board; tbe district board will be benefited by the advice and 
presence of tbe ?epiesentatives of the people* If they can represent 
their constituent ies in the Legislative Council, I do not understand why 
the\ should not be consideied competent to go to the district board. It 
is in the inteiests of the distiict board also that the\ should be made its 
members; there should !>e no difficulty i i i the wav. At present the Civil 
Surgeon and the DiM^t* Deputy Inspec tor of Schools tire 
members of^the (listHct boai'd. Where w ill the harm be if there is one 
more repiesentati\e of the people? Government may TW>f be so anxious 
to nominate some one from outside if they get proper men in the Council 
in the person of the elected members. I think this is a very go<sI sugges­
tion, ami I have to thank the members for bringing forward this pro- 
posal. I have c\ery hope ami confidence in our Hon’hle Minister in 
charge of this department, and I am sure he will see his way to grant 
this c<fticessioii, in whatever wn> he thinks proper, either by accepting 
the resolution or amending the particular section or in any oth««r way. 
Tbe suggestion, therefore, I think, is a very valuable one, and I Jiope it * 
will be accepted.

Matllvi RAFI UDDIN AHM ED: I beg to support the resolution. 
The members of this Council j#e the £ho«en representatives of the people. 
Why should the district boards have objection to accept these men into 

*fljbeir confidence?' Besides, thewe members will know the dfstrict better 
and will have better chances to represent the people here, Tmler the con­
stitution, half the district board member* are elect ed*by the* local board
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members who again are elected by the people—one-fourth are Govern­
m e n t servants and one-fourth are nominated by the district board. As 

regards the Government nominations, the Subdivisional Officer, the Civil 
Burgeon and the Inspector of Schools are nominated on the board and 
the district board has only power to nominate one-fourth. Why should 
the district bourd object to take these representatives into the boarc? un­
less it offends the susceptibilities of the chairman ? I see no reason for 
opposition and I think that is the reason which has actuated the Chair­
men of three district boards here to oppose this resolution. So 1 
support it.

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CU 08E  Bahutfur: I have very good 
reason to sympathise with those gentlemen who are not members of (he 
lo< ul governing bodies of their constituencies; but 1 uni afraid, that this 
resolution, if passed by us, will be an additional reproach on us that we 
seek out self-interests here (Cries of: “ No, no I was a member 
eldbted by the district hoards of the Presidency Division, but 1 was not 
a member of any district board and I did not think it right that I should 
seek nomination or even election there. I should say tEat it is right 
that those gentlemen who are out of their district boards or other local 
governing bodies should be nominated by the Government, hut I should 
leave it to the Government authorities to do what is proper and 1 should 
not force them to do anything out of our selfish interest*

Babu TAN KAN ATH  CH AU D H UR I: 1 ri.se to support this resolu­
tion (" Hear, hear " ) . 1 did not think that there could Im* mi\ diffi­
culty on the [>art of a member of this Council to do the work of the 
district board. A man can very well do both the woiks; he can W a 
imciuIhm »>t the Council as well as a member of the district boaid. At 
first I had no mind to speak on the resolution, but when 1 found that 
three veteran chairmen of the district boards one after another oppos­
ing this resolution and when I found that some gentleman remarked that 
the chairmen of district boards are afraid of losing their powers and 
therefore the\ are opposing it, 1 thought it proper that I should speak 
something on this resolution 1 do not thiuk that if a member of the 
Council is nominated ejr-ojficto member of the district board, he would 
tak« away the popularity of the chairman or rather of prospective 
chairman of the district ln>ard. It may be said about myself that I 
have not been long enough a chairman to drink deep the cup of power} 
but 1 would put forward one argument in favour of this resolution which 
1 did not find any of the members putting forward*before. ■ We would 
like to **ee more jtopular representatives on the district boards th^n we 
have got now. At present we have got*two-thirds of the total number 
of members elected by the local boards; and if we can send in more 
elected member* through the channel of nomination, it would add to tke 
number of elected members on the district boards. Qenerally, on every 
district bcpurd, w  have got some 24 to 8U members of whom 16 to 20 are
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fleeted. Now, if you can send in 2  or 3  m em b er* who are elected 
representatives of the people, we will have a larger number of elected 
element* on the district boards. For these reasons, 1 support the 
resolution.

KU M AR  tH IB  8H EKH AR E8W AR  R A Y : 1 lmd no desire to take 
pffrt in the debate, first, because, as Khan Bahadur Kmududdin has said, 
that if the members of this Council were really so minded, they could very 
easily get into the district boards, and secondly, because those members 
of the Council who had seriously taken to the Council work would not be 
able to devote much time to the district boards. The attitude, however, 
of sonie^f the mem beat who are Chairmen of district boards, is really 
surprising. Really, they should have been the first people to welcome 
the idea, but I find and 1 regret to find that ft is they who are the only 
members of the Council t 8  raise their voice in opposition to this pro­
posal. Now that I have heard them^the real motive behind their opposi­
tion appears to me in all its nudity. Their opposition on the ground of 
numerical or nomination difficulties is absolutely an eye-wash- What 
their real objection to fhake us their associates, is, as has been pointed out 
by our friend Babu Kishori Mohan Chaiidhuri that they see iu us very 
formidable rivals to their rather safe position as Chairmen. The advant­
ages of I)r. Moitra's proposals are numerous and I need not recount them 
here; the chief of wtiich undoubtedly is the close asMiciation of the 
members of this Council in the administration of the local self-govern- 
ments of their respective districts and this, undoubtedly, is very desir* 
able from the point of view of district boards, but this is not thought 
desirable by the Chairmen of district hoards who arc here!

The Hon'ble Sir SURENORA NATH BAN ERJEA  : 1 am very sorry 
that an element of personal reflection should have been introduced into 
this debate, and aspersions should have been made upon the Chairmen of 
district boards who had ventured to speak out their minds and to express 
frankly and courageously their opinions with regard to this motion. I 
have especially in view the unworthy, the unjust and the unmerited 
reflections that have been cast upon my esteemed friend, Raja Reshee 
Ca*;* Ijaw. It bus l>een suggested—I speak with a sense of indignation, 
because 1 know th$ facts—that Raja Reshee Caw* Law, among others, is 
•ppnttf»d to this motion, because he is afraid that if Members of this 
Council were to get into the district boards, his place would be jeojwird- 
is<‘il, and the places of other Chairmen of district boards would I** im­
perilled. So far as Raja Reshee Case Law is concerned, T say this, with 
the utnf&st emphasis and in justice to him and as an answer to the 
unmerited aspersions that have been cast upon him, that he is anxious to 
be relieved of the responsibilities of Chairman of the District Board o f  
the 24-Parganas (“ Hear, hear M). He has seen me again and again— 
I  think he saw me only <dav l*»fore yesterday and he begged o f m e to  
do what I could in order that he might lie e a r l f  relieved o f  his prenent 

^office as Chairman o f the District B oard  o f the 24«Pargaflaj. I
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Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri owes it to himself, as a matter of fair­
ness, that he should withdraw the remarks that he has unjustly made 
about the chairmen of district board*. We have had t#o mudi of this 
wort of things in thin Council—asi#?rsions cast upon th« representatives 
of the iieople for frankly, honourably and wholeheartedly doing their 
duty. I think there ought to go forth a strong protest on the part of 
this Council against the uirtherited reflections which have been made 
and the unworthy arguments that have been brought forward. I trust 
that it will not l>e necessary for me to raise my voice again in this 
mutter. Let us have a purer, a nobler, a more geperous atmosphere, 
prevailing within the prceincts of this Chain hereof legislation, where is 
enthroned the representative majesty ol the jieople. l^et it not br said 
that this ( 'ouncil has been degiaded into ty place where abuse aud calumny 
are freely bandied about. , r

W ell* S ir , so  m u ch  as to  tin? person al m a tters  co n cern e d . I 
fee l it  my  d u ty  to op p ose  th is  r eso lu tio n  on b eh a lf o f  G o v e r n m e n t, and  I 
p lace  m y ca se  upon a c o n s t itu t io n a l g io u n c l. O ur m em b ers o f ( ’o u n c il 
n :e  to be vs-oj/icw  m em t»ei* of th e d is tr ic t b o a id s . T h £  w h o le  trend  oi 
m odern d em o cra tic  in s t itu t io n s  is to m ak e m em b ers  of p u b lic  b o d ies  
r esp o n sib le  to  th e ir  c o n s t itu e n c ie s ,  be th ese  c o n s t itu e n c ie s  th e  G o v ern ­
ment oi* th e e le c t o ia te s .  T h e e le c ted  m c m b e is  are le sp o n s ib le  to  th e ir  
c o n s t itu e n c ie s ,  th e  e le c to r a te s . T he n o m in a ted  m em b ers a ie  m ore or 
le ss  resiMitijtible to  th e G o v ic n m en t w h ich  ap]>oints th em . Hut th ese  
g e n tle m e n  are to  be ei-offirut m em b ers  w ith o u t any trace  o f le sp o n s ib i-  
l ity  to  an y  p erson , to  any co n s titu en cy  or to  any (G overnm ent. T h ey  
w ou ld  be a u to cr a ts  o u ts id e  th e  c o n s t itu t io n , o u ts id e  th ese  dem ocratic  
in s t itu t io n s  w h ich  we a ie  so a n x io u s  to  in tro d u ce  and e s ta b lis h  in th is  
c u iiu t iy . I ask Is th is  ( 'o u n c il prepared to MipjH»it a m otion  wh ich  is 
lu lled  u | h ui  an u n co n stitu tio n a l fo u n d a tio n  lik e  th is?  It s tr ik e s  at th e  
very root, th e very e s s e n c e , the* sp irit o f th o se  d em o cra tic  in s t itu t io n s  
u|s>n w h ich  th is  C ou n cil is based  aud w h ich  we are so  a n x io u s  to  
e sta b lish  in th is  c o u n try . T hat is th e first o b je c tio n , that it is  undem o~  
c r a t ic ;  it is unc o n s titu tio n a l am i as su ch  it o u g h t not to  be su p p orted  
by th is  ('o u n c il.

Let us look at the matter fiom another point of view*. Suppose you 
pass this resolution, w hat w ill the public say ? They w ill say : W-e
thought as much. It means an enlaigetoent of the powers and privileges 
of some of the' members of Counc il and it is as much as we expected. I 
ask the lyembers of the Legislative (\»um il whether they are prepared to 
lay themselves open to an indictment of this kind <“ Hc^r^'hear ” ), 
which would be based upon sound reason? (Habu Surendra Nath 
Mallik : Question). I am entitled to have my say and I will not be 
interrupted by anybody, not even bv Babu Surendra Nath Mallik. I 
put it to the member* of this Council whether^hey will allow themselves 
to be plac ed in a position where their conduct is liable to a misunder­
standing of this k ind f The people will say: “ Oh, yes; they are out 
for the expansion of their privileges an^ this is only an illustration i* **



law .] f'OtlXCtl.t/AlS AND DISTRICT BOARDS. 189

What becomes of the prestige, the credit, the dignity of this Legislative 
Council? We often hear of our electorates. I think Dr. Jatindm Nath # 
Moitra said on some occasion that he had a vakalatnanui from his consti­
tuency. What will your electorates say. when they will find that they 
are deprived ot their power of returning members to the district boards? 
Of course, the very#electorates which return members to the Legislative 
Council return members to the district boa*d», and you deprive your 
electors of the power of returning members to the board, because once 
they are returned as members of the Legislative Council, they become 
ejr-officw members of the district board. Thus, you deprive them of the 
right which they enjoy a^ present, a constitutional right which it is your 
businean to safeguard. I would not be a party to it and I woufd not have 
Government to accept it. Carry this resolution if you like against the 
Government. You think Government will be coereed, but Government 
will not submit to it (*’ Hear, hear °)».# Gur m&iftutiuns are all derived 
from the institutions of Knghtnd. rfas anybody evty heard of u 
neinber of Parliament being also ipso facto  a meml>er of a County 
Council 1 bant1 never*heard of it.

My friend, Habu Nitya Dhon Mukherjee has supported (hi* resolution : 
but he has done it in a ven disinterested way, and let me point out his 
unselfishness in this matter. This resolution recommends that all who 
aiif members of this Council i***e to be c.r-oflicio members of the distric t 
boards. Wh\ not meml>eis of the munininilities also? I would add a 
lidei that all menil»ers who represent Calc utta, whether th#*y 1m* liiemlterK 
of the Corporation or not, if they are members of this Council, must also 
1m * memlxMs of the CorjMiration ( “ Hear. h e a r” ). I am mire the 
members of the Corporation here will resent a thing of that kind. They 
would resent it a s  an invasion of the constitutional rights of the Corpora­
tion, and 1 am here as the Member of Government to guard the constitu­
tional rights of the district boards. I therefore oppose this resolution 
arid I trust  that the gentlemen, who have wpoken and supported it after 
hearing me and in view of the grave constitutional issues which are to 
at stake, will dec line to go into the lobby with my friend the mover who,
I am afraid, seeks to mislead and misguide us.

JDr. {ATINDRA NATH MOITRA: From what I have heard from the 
opponers of this resolution, it seefhs to me that their oppoHition is based 
on a. technical difficulty But my resolution definitely states that ateps 
be taken to give effect to this resolution. The Government know what 
changes a r t to be made. No rules are unalterable and the rules and 
regulations are often changed to suit the needs of the people. Sir, what 
is the function of the district board? Is it not included in the function* 
of the liegislative Council to some extent? After all, party considera­
tions did not ac tuate me to being forward this resolution. I felt the need 
and usefulness of our connection with the difttript bqprd*. I am convinc­
ed that much good will come out if thin resolution i t ,  given effect to
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Hear, hear " ) .  I t  has been argued that it will take away the demo­
cratic character of the district boards. But if my resolution be given 
effect to, it will provide some^seats in the district boards foi* the elected 
member* of the legislative Council like myself, whom you have, so far, 
not found to be sacrificing the interests of the country for the sake of his 
private gain (“ Hear, hear ” ). However, on the qther hand, the*elec­
tion to the Legislative Council will l>e more thorough and abler men will 
be returned to this Council for the very sake of getting efficient members 
for the district boards also. If you allow the Civil Surgeons and in some 
cases other Government officers to be ej-ojficio  members of district boards, 
do you think that the members of the Ijegislat^e Council will be less effi­
cient than them and will be more subordinate to the wishes of the Govern­
ment? (“ Hear, hear M). I deny that allegation and I will not with­
draw my resolution. c

The motion was put and a division taken with the following result:—

A Y ES .

Ahmad, Maulvi Rai Uddln.
Ahmad, Maulvi Yakulnuddln. 
Ahmad, Mr. M.
Ahmad, Munthl Jafar.
All, Mr. tyatf Irfan.
All, MunalM Amir.
All, Munahl Ayub.
Arhamuddln, Maulvi Khandakar. 
Barma, Rai Sahib Panchanan. 
Bhatlaeharjl, Babu Ham Chandra. 
Bata, Mr. I. M.
Chaliihuri, Babu Kltharl Mahan. 
Chaudhuri, Babu Tankanath. 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harandranalh. 
Oat, Babu Bhliasadav.
Huai, Maulvi KliramuL 
Khan, Maulvi Hamldud-dln.

Khan, Maulvi Md. Ral*ua Uddln.
Khan. Mr. Rajaur Rahman.
Makramall, Munahl.
Malllk, Babu turandra Nath.
Maltra, Dr. Jatlndra Nath.
MukharJI, Profattar t. C.
Mu III ok, Babu Nlroda Bahary.
Maakar, Babu Ham Chandra.
Pahlaaran, Maulvi Md. Abdul Jubbar. 
Ray, Kumar thlb Shakharaawar.
Ray, Babu Jagtndra Krishna.
Ray, Mr. BIJoy Protad Singh.
Ray, Rai Bahadur Lallt Mahan Singh. 
Salam, Khan Bahadur Abdut.
Sarkar, Babu Jagaah Chandra, 
iarkar, Babu Rlahlndra Hath.
•Inha, Babu Surandra Harayan.

NOES.

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur, Maulvi Emaduddln. 
Ahmad, Khan Bahadur, Maulvi Watlmuddln. 
Banarjaa, tha Han‘b*a Sir turandra Nath. 
Batu, Babu Jatlndra Nath.
Blu, Mr. t. I.
Chaudhuri, tha Han'Ma tha Nawab ftalyld 

Maarab All, Khan Bahadur.
Oat, Mr. i. R.
Duval* Mr. K. P.
Franah, Mr. P. C.
Ohaai, Hal Bahadur Jagandra Ohundar. 
Qaaea, Mr. S. W.
Ha»kynt, Mr. W. fc 
HunHwgfare, Mr. 0. T.
Kartaâ  Maulvi A M *
Karhn, Mautvt FuBL

.Vi

Ktrr, tha Han'bla Mr. J. H. 
Khaltan, Babu ,Oavl Prasad. 
Lang, Mr. J.
Laar, Raja Rathaa Casa.
Mlttar, tha Han'bla Mr. P. 0. 
Push, Calanal A. 4.
Rahim, tha Han'bla Sir Abd ur. 
Ray, Raja MantlaR Sti«h.
•pry, Mr. H. £. •
•ttfhaman, Mr. H. L. 
•uhraarardy, Or. Haasan.
•wan, Mr. 4, A. L.
Walsh, Mr. C. P.
Whaalar, tha HaaCMa SIr Maaary. 
Wardswarth, Mr. W. C.

The Aye# being d4 and the Noes 30, the motion was carried.
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Cadastral Survay and tetttwmnt Opwatiam.
Maulvi MUHAMMAD ABDUL JUBBAR PAHLOWAN: ' Thi*

Council recommends to the Government that the cadastral survey and 
settlement operations be postponed «o long as the financial conditions of 
the province do not improve.”

I think everyofte of us in this Council, either otlicitd or non-ofHcial, 
must admit that the present financial condition? of the province an* as 
bad as they could ever be and that therefore additional taxations are £oing 
to be imposed on the poor people. I am always npjiosed to taxation and 
unnecessary expenditure, and the cadastral survey and settlement 
operations, which are nftw going on in some districts, are not so useful 
that (Government are not in a position to avoid them. submit that it will 
Ih* wise for the Government not to burden the people with fresh taxation 
at the present moment as this will give a handle to the non-co-operator* 
who go about and preach that by the present aihnm^tiution. the )>eopli» 
are going to be poorer and poorer, and so I think Government should 
at least |M>sti»oiy* tbest? operations unti! the financial conditions improve. 
It might t)e said that a large number of officer* have already been 
appointed and that if the operations are now postponed they would be 
thrown out. I submit that Government should have thought of the j>oor 
tax-payers prior to the consideration of its servants and so I apj>eal to 
tlie Government and to the Council to accept my resolution and to give 
effect to it.

Raja RE8HEE CASE LAW* There can l>e no doubt that the object 
with which this resolution has been moved is a laudable one, oh the cada*- 
tial survey and settlement operation* entail a good deal of exjxsnditure 
ui>on the landlords, tenants and the Government, and all of them feel a 
severe strain upon their purses on account of the present economic and 
financial conditions of the province. Hut the remedy projjosed by the 
resolution will be worse than the disease, if it bo given effect to its full 
extent. Lots of money have already been exjR*ntled by all the parties 
concerned during the progress of the survey and settlement o|>erations, 
not to speak of the troulde which they have undergone in their attempt 
to prove their right4 title and interest. If the ojieration* therefore be 
paetpoged indefinitely, as there it no certainty when the conditions of the 
province will improve, then all the troubles and all the expenditure that 
have already been incurred will go for nothing, and when the operations 
will be resumed, the settlement officers will h.ive to tread the same 
ground ofer again from th<; very beginning, a* in the meantime there 
would be considerable change in the rights and ownerships of the lands by 
inheritance and transfers by sale, gift, mortgage, etc. Hence there 
would be a severe loss both to the landlords and tenants, and the labours 
of the previous settlement officers will be of no practical use. Under the 
circumstances, it would be better if the resolution ̂ >e accepted in a modi- 
fyd form, and that is, not to commence cadastral survey and aettlement
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operations where they have not already begun, but only aanctioned, till 
*, the financial conditions of the province improve, but where the operations 

have* already commenced, they should not he kept in abeyance. I 
should therefore support the resolution if it be accepted in this modified 
form.

Th§ Hon'ble Mr. «l. H. KERR: In the absence, through a regret­
table accident, of the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of 
Burdwan, Jt has fallen to me to deal with this resolution. I have , 
|H*rhaiw Home qualification* foi discussing this matter because I spent 
seven years of my life in the Settlement Department and I can thoroughly 
appreciate what th» effect would be if effect we*’e gven to this resolution. 
The Council last March, bv a large majoriiv passed after a lengthy 
discussion a motion whic h indicated that in fbeij opinion the programme 
of the preparation of the record-ot-i ights in Bengal should be carried out 
as quickly as jiossihle and should nut be stopf>ed Since then we have 
had our financial disapj>ointments, and one of the thing* that I most regiel 
about the financial stringency is that it compiled me to projxwe to 
(iovernment that the programme of the Settlement Department should be 
cut down by half. I made that pnqM>saJ after discussing the situation 
in great detail with tluj, .Director of Land Hecoids, and we came to the 
conclusion that while it was feasible to curtail the o|>erations to that 
extent, it would Ik* absolutely imjiossihle to stop them altogether with the 
hope of resuming them when financial conditions improved. The effect of 
stopping the oj>erations teiujnmiril *’ would indeed be serious. It 
would mean that we should have to discharge tlx* whole oi our skilled 
survey staff, thus involving us in very considerable liabilities for 
conijHMisutorv pension**, because these men l>eing highly skilled draw 
fairly high rates of pay. Apait from the Mi'V' V staff, we have the 
M'ttJcnient stuff, mostly tentfioian nun it is true and not entitled to 
pensions, but I MioMi’t tn t’tVd to seine c o n s i d t i iition at the hands of 
this Council. The numlwT of kanungoes at present employed in the 
Settlement Department is 2S**> and the number o| clerks and peshkars 
1.S00 and the numlter of amins about N ow ,  it would be a
serious matter io turn these trained men out inU> the street—serious 
not only for the men themselves but also for the Settlement Department 
and for the Government because it would take a Ion/ time if after an 
interval of a few years the settlement operations were resumed, to collect 
a staff of that kind again and to train them. It woul l take a very long 
time before the staff could l*» as efficient in its work a* the present staff 
is. So I say that it would In* false economy to stop the settlement Gyra­
tions from the point of view of Government and it would be verv unfor­
tunate from the point of view of those men whom we have trained nnd 
given employment to with every reason to suppose that they would receive 
similar employment for many years to cftme. It would be a £reat hard­
ship on these met: to turn them out. ,
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Then a#ain the effect of stopping the settlement operations on the 
general administration would he serious. Those who are serving* on>( 
the Committee appointee) to consider the amendment of the Bengal Ten­
ancy Act wdl, I am sure, support me when I say ttint all our most 
valuable information comes fiom the settlement officers. They alone 
can give us definite information as to the stale of relations between 
landlords and temftits in different parts of the province and as to the 
manner in which proposals for the amendment of the law will affect land­
lords and tenants in particular area**. I say it would l>e aVre*1** misfor­
tune for Government and the administration and for the landlords and 
tenants of this Presidency if these settlement operations were stopp'd. 
That^is inirticularlv the* case in connection with the opeiationn which 
have just been started if the Rajshahi Division and m Northern 
Bengal regarding which we have at present reimukahlv little informa­
tion in respect of the state of relations between landlords and tenants. 
Then a further jmint is if w* accept the resolution and stop the settle- 
inert oj>erations now, we should lo*e a’! the m-mey we have laid out in 
Pabna. Bogra, yirbhuin an<l Klitilna. Those disiucts are not yet ready 
for recovers oj»eratio?is and ii is obvious that if v.e stop the preparation 
f /  the record-of-right* for three or foui yeft'M, the whole vvotk will have 
to l>e gone over again and we could not e.\j>ect the landlords and tenants 
to pay for the work tljat h a s  l>een carried out up t c» date. As a matter 
o^fact the arrangements that have been made for curtailing the settle­
ment programme will result next \ear in as lar̂ r** a sum being colle< tc<1 
in the matter of recovery of settlement costs as will Ik* spent on extending 
the oj>erations; that is to s«j^ the net cost of settlement operations to 
Government next year will be nothing at all. So 1 claim that in this 
unavoidable and regrettable financial stringency, in this unavoidable and 
regrettable curtailment of settlement operations, we have, as a matter 
of fact, proceeded on the most economical lines jw>ssihle. Tins parti­
cular resolution would lead to gieut los* to Government, to the admin­
istration and to all who are interested in tenancy question*. It would 
lead to grave injustice and hardship to the lnrpe trained staff that we 
are employing, and I trust that th»* Council will decline to accept this 
proposal.

.Maulvi MUHAMMAD ABOUL JUBBAR PAHLOWAN: After
hearing the Hon’ble Member I think T should withdraw the resolution, 
and so I ask the permission of the Council to do so

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdraw*.

Withdrawal of resolution.

The following resolution standing in the name of Babu Indu Bhusban 
Dutta was, in the absence of the member, deemed to be withdrawn;—

4‘ This Council recommends to the Government that the minimum 
age-limit for the Matriculation examination of Hit Calcutta University
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be fixed at fifteen years on the 1st March of the year in which the exam­
ination in held and that this rule be introduced Irorn the current 
year ”

Improvement of sanitary condition of villager.

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CH08E Bahadur; t  move that “ this 
Council recommends to the Government that a committee consisting of 
12 members to he elected by the? Council by the single transferable vote 
be appointed to recommend practical measures for the improvement of # 
the sanitary condition of villages and supply of good drinking water 
and to devise ways and means for carrying o\)l such measures imme­
diately.”

I move I his resolution localise one year and more have elapsed since 
this Council was constituted and we came t,» here with high hopes of 
progress and amelioration of the condition*! of the people of this country.
If there were no such hopes, I for one would never have thought of 
coming here. But during t!<e last year 1 find that nothing has yet l>een 
done, and 1 do not know whether during our trtiure of office here any­
thing good will accrue to this country. We have passed resolutions 
after resolutions but nothing has yet been d«*ne. It i* in our power 
only to pass lesolutions, but it is for the executive to give effect to 
them. Of course, the financial difficulty is in our way. I do not for 
a moment think that our Minister, Sir Surendra Nath Banerjca, is not 
anxious like myself that something should l>o done for improving the 
sanitary conditions of this country, but in despair I ask, what has lieen 
done? I therefore move this resolution that a committee be appointed 
to consider the whole matter and to devise ways and means, but if I find 
that our Minister has taken ample measures or is going to take ample 
measures I shall be satisfied Hut as 1 am not \et satisfied that he has 
done anything 1 move this resolution.

The Hon*ble Sir 8UREWDRA NATH BANERJEA: I think I had 
better reply now for the simple reason that an explanation from me will 
probably satisfy my friend, and possibly he will not press his resolution. 
Mv friend wants to know what hns been done, and he has expiessed some 
little impatience at the fact that nothing has yet been done. I desire 
t.Q point out that we have been only one year in office and a year is not very 
much in the life time of a Government or Minister, but we have not been 
idle during that year, and I think I shall be able, if I am asked, to pre­
sent to the Tlouie a record of work which I trust the House H1I regard 
as satisfactory, even in the matter of public health. We are framing 
comprehensive schemes of anti-malarial operations for as many districts 
as we possibly can. My friend will probably remember that I circularis­
ed the district boards asking them to hold conferences—district conferen­
ce*—for the purpose of formulating schemes of water-supply and anti- 
malarial operations, promising at the same time that I would be pre§ent
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if required. Well, I had the honour of being present at nine of these 
district board conferences, and I think several district boards have sub­
mitted their schemes, and mv Department is considering them. M

The Sanitary Engineer and the Director of Public Health are con­
ferring in or<Jer to settle what schemes should be taken it hand, and I 
have just made inquiries to-day: they have nearly come to some defiuite 
conclusion. Of cotirse, for financing the schemes a policy of loan will 
be absolutely necessary. Therefore, as soon as these schemes are r<*ady,
I propose to lay them Wfore the Legislative Council ajid auk the Council 
to vote the money. It will be necessary to embark upon a loan policy 
and if I get a loan I hope to be able to lay the foundation of a broad 
and comj^ehensive campaign of anti-malarial operations. 1 hope my 
frienJTwill be satisfied. More than that I cannot say at the piesent 
moment. Thus, we are doing some work and we hope to do mot e

W ith regard to water-lupply, the position is very much ihe same. 
The district boards were invited to submit scheme* of anti-malarial 
operations and also schemes for water-supply and they have d*me so in 
several cases. |,t will be seen that we have worked on these fundamental 
considerations affecting the health of the province, because if we can 
extend an adequate supply of pure wat#r and grapple with malaria 
I  think we shall have laid broad and defp the foundations upon which 
the public health of l̂e* province depends. T hope and trust that my 
friend after hearing this explanation will not press his motion.

Rai 40CENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: 1 have heard Sir 
Surendra Nath Banerjea. So far as we are concerned, we must to a 
certain extent rely upon our Minister and without him we can simply 
pass ineffectual lesolutions. Therefore, we must wait till he formulates 
his scheme and then it would be time for me to ask for a committee to 
examine the scheme, and as Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea agrees to that,
I withdraw my resolution.

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn.

Commercial Institute, Calcutta.

Babu KISHORI 4M0HAN CHAUDHURI: I move that “ thin Coun­
cil recommends to the Government that the Commercial Institute in 
Calcutta be raised to the status of a Commercial College for higher com- * 
mercial study up to Oommerrial degree examinations with arrangements 
for practical training by apprenticeship in well-e*tabli«hed firms recog­
nised by Government/’

I have been trying for some time to bring this matter before the 
Council, but somehow or other there has been some delay. I t in, I 
understand, in the contemplation of Government and there has been 
some attempt for developing the (Jominerciai Institute which is now 
conducted by Government in Bow Basar S treet.# I^ast year, when our
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Minister in charge of the Department presided over the prize Distribu­
tion ceremony, he said—

A degree or diploma no doubt loomed very large before the pupils who came in 
earlier days, and they felt disappointed not to find any provision for' these after 
they had passedtfrom here, but by thin tim# they have come to realise that success 
in business or the chance of preferment in business firms depends uppn what they 
can do rather than upon what they p* i-sesh, fur business men are business m^n aH 
the world over,

Later on he Haiti—
I am aware that the improvement of the institute is a matter of great impor­

tance The accommodation, though central, leaves much to be desired The Tech- • 
meal School which is to Im* constructed in Corporation Street is designed with a view 
to its ultimate development into a Technological Institute It may be "that accom- 
modation can l>e found there for the Commercial Institute. The possibility at any 
rate will not Ik* lost Night of Again there is the question of the recruitment of a 
Principal in England This at present rents with the Secretary of State, but in view' 
of the difficulty which has hern found in obtaining a Principal with the special train­
ing and qualification* required, I arn now considering whether steps cannot be taken 
to expedite matters On the arrival of n Prncip^], I propose, at ter he has had tine 
to get experience of the work, to go into the question of the future development and 
expansion of the |nstitute.

Se I understand that tJUia Government lifts decided that something 
should he done.

The Calcutta Fniversit j*%prope*wf some time ajro to appoint a Com­
mittee to formulate schemes for the arrangement of commercial study 
which it did and the report was submitted iji March, 1918. Hut nothing 
has heen practically done. Recently, an nrranp’ement has been made 
in the Cniveraity for post-graduate Ntudy in commerce. 1 really fail to 
understand why this arrangement was made hut not the other one, that 
is ior the affiliation of certain institutions up to the li.A. standard. In 
the existing institution though the students are taught up to the I.A. 
standard, no such diploma is granted. It can lw* taken as a school im­
parting education in commerce up to the I.A. standard and if it can he 
affiliated up to the H.A. standard a real improvement would l>e made in 
the way of vocational education. Nowadays it i* admitted on all hands, 
that vocational education is of absolute necessity, but as a matter of fact 
wa have done nothing so far as this is concerned.

1 referred to the speech of the Hon’ble Minister-in whirli it is stateo 
that an attempt was beinjr made to recruit a Principal front EnpLnd ano 
1 may submit that at the time it was arranged that a qualified Principal 
beginning with a pay of Rs. 8tH) should be recruited. The qualifications 
laid down by the Government for the Principalship were tha^he should 
be a graduate of a British University and should have specialised in 
some w&y that will be useful to him as the head of the only Government 
institution providing c o m m e rc ia l education in an important commercial 
centre like Calcutta. It was stated that h* should, if possible, have hati 
experience of comitiei^ial education in Great Britain and have a know­
ledge of economics or nave had some actual experience in business. Thus
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it will be Been that a knowledge o! economics and experience in busmen 
is specially laid down as being the kind of qualifications tliat the Princi.# 
pal should possess.

That was the arrangement made, but the Secretary of State could not 
find out any fiian of such qualifications and on such a pay and none has 
beea appointed up#to this day. Subsequently Mr. Sen, who is now in 
charge of the Commercial Institute, was rccommcnded to he upj>uinicd 
Principal. Now in to-day’s Kny l t sh  man  I see an advertisement inviting 
applications for the post of the Principal of the Government Commercial 
Institute, Calcutta, on I. K. S. pay. For a candidate of non-Indian 
domicile Uie initial sahy\v will he Rs. 1 .(MM) moie or less according to 
age, *md will rise to Rs. l,f>'»0 or over, including allowance*. If a 
candidate of Indian domicile is appointed the corresponding figures 
will be Rs. 850 and Rs. 1,4(H) lespect ivelv. The Piincipal will he re­
quired to lecture on some commercial subject besides controlling the 
Institute. He should have had actual business experience in addition 
to other general and special qualifications, and should preferably be a 
Unversity gradi&te. Tfte appointment will be made by the Government 
of Bengal. Here it will be noticed that hw need not be a University 
graduate. That is to say wjiat advantage we derive bv appointing any 
man of non-Indian domicile on a higher pftV I fail to understand. On 
th* other hand, the amount provided for the appointment of such a 
Principal may be utilised aud Mr. Sen be appointed for the present to 
be the Principal of the Institution and a third-year class be opened at 
once with the help of two other officers who may he available in India on 
Rs. 300 to 400 a month each. At present for the evening class in the 
Commercial Institute there are arrangements for teaching (h  outline* 
of political economy, (LM banking and currency, (ft) annuities and in­
surance, (4) mercantile law, mid tT>) accountancy and auditing. Put 
there are only two professors at present employed there. Though there 
is a provision for the appointment of thr^e officers for teaching other 
things, at present I think the mercantile law and accountancy and audit­
ing are taught, but for other subjects there in money provided. If  that 
amount be utilised in the existing institution at once a third-year claes 
can be opened for the furtherance of commercial study. At present 
onty so»e clerks are turned out. That is not really the thing we want. 
We want higher training in commerce. The Calcutta TTniversity Com­
mission’s recommendation was that at present an institution up to the 
I.A. standard might In* opened, and subsequently when the students would 
be coming* p in large numbers higher training could lie imparted up to 
the B.A. standard. As the Calcutta University had already provided 
for post-graduate study in commerce, I believe th% University in now 
prepared to recommend any institution if the Government be willing to 
provide for necessary funds and in this ease, as I nafrl, it will not he a 
very costly scheme for Government. For openings B.A. class I think 

fneb amount as was proposed last year for the anointm ent of the
U
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Principal would be quite enough and the whole amount may not be 
necessary because an increment of Rs. 200 or 800 to Mr. Sen would be 
quite enough to induce him to accept the responsibility of the^Principal 
and to other lectures who might be appointed on Rs. 700 to 800. So far 
as the third-year class is concerned, we need not wait fur long and the 
special arrangement for building a suitable house need not be made at 
present. I believe that there is an amendment proposed by 
Mt. Khaitan on this subject. I think the Marwari community will be 
very anxious to encourage such an institution, and I hope and trust with t 
their co-operation and assistance this ran l>e made a success, and Bengal 
might be greatly benefited by the arrangement* of vocationaheducation 
for which in Calcutta there is not very sufficient arrangement ftir the 
youthful generation to earn a decent livelihood by taking to commercial 
enterprise.

For these reasons, T think the proposed arrangement will be consider­
ed bv Government and the arrangement for appointing another man on a 
higher pay without insisting upon the qualifications for which the 
arrangement was previously made, T mean merely a highly-paid officers’ 
appointment, should not be consideied enough and the existing arrange­
ment might be utilised with the help of the officers suggested at a very 
moderate expenditure. A third-vear class might now be opened and 
that to fhe existing class examination the curriculum for I.A. examina­
tion might be added. That will be sufficient for our present purposes 
and next year further necessary arrangements might be made for open­
ing a fourth-vear class and further accommodation might be provided. 
After the recommendation by tbe Calcutta University, the Government 
of India was willing to do something and if tbe existing institution could 
be recognised then as an institution for imparting education up to the 
T. \. standard the B.A. classes might have been ojxmed by this time. The 
object of materialising the institution up to the B.A. standard could be 
accomplished but unfortunately that has not been done. In Dacca, a 
beginning has been made, and T understand a larger number of students 
flock there and manv had to come away disappointed for want of accom­
modation. At Berhampore, I believe, the Maharaja of Knsimbaxar 
opened an institution, but it could not go on for want of sufficient en­
couragement from Government. T understand now in fhe Commercial 
Institute about 700 to 800 students are admitted annually. Every year 
many students come for admission and my information is that a large 
number of students is rejected for want of accommodation. The Syden­
ham College at Bombay is a ven' costly arrangement and it is not possi­
ble for many to take that advantage. My suggestion is that Govern­
ment should reconsider the appointment of a highlv-paid officer as 
Principal and abandon that idea for the present, and Mr. Sen who T 
understand was found competent by the members of the existing board 
and who was actually recommended for the Principalship some time ago 
and who has l*een working here for the last 11 years may be appointed
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to .ike post. He is an M .A . in economics and tbe institution will he 
benefited by his appointment. While it was a part of the Presidency 
College about 200 students used to get instruction there; at present alwmt 
700 to 800 get their instruction and there is every possibility of develop­
ing this instittilkm. If  Government would be kind enough to make a 
very •moderate grai^t, the institution might gradually develop.

W ith these words, I submit the proposal for the acceptance of the 
House.

Babu DEVI PR08AD KHAITAN: I am grateful to Habu Kishori 
Mohan Chaudhuri for having brought this subject liefore this House. 
The* amendment that 1 am moving is that the words “ atliliated to the 
Calcutta University ” 1m» inserted aftci the word “ College " and that 
the following words be addedat tbe end, vu., “ and that the said Univer­
sity be given option to include the same as a part of its teaching depart* 
merit.” The resolution as amended would read like this: This ('oun­
cil recommends to the Government that the Commercial Institute in 
Calcutta be raised to the status of a Commercial College affiliated to the 
Calcutta University for higher commercial study up to commercial degree 
examinations with arrangements for piactical training by apprentice­
ship in well-established f i n i . s  recognised by Government and that the 
said University be giver? option to include the name as a part of its teach­
ing department.”

The condition of our province is well known. There is a great deal 
of unemployment. In the recent debate that took place in Parliament 
on the 14th of this month, the Secretary of State in the muihe of the 
delate said--

India was highly taxed, price* too were very high rind the p o p u l a t i o n  man very 
poor. The only cure was the development of the indiiKtna! and agricultural 
resources of India in order that people might become richer

Sir, every word of it is absolutely correct, except that there is a 
slight omission there. He ought to have stated the development of the 
industrial and agricultural resources of India and the commerc e of the 
country. In order to impiote and develop the commerce of the country, 
it is desirable that the people of this province should l>e educated in 
commerce; and although commercial education is not the only necessary 
factor for the development of commerce, yet it will 1m* recognised that 
it is one of the ensential factors. Bombay has already got at least two 
colleges of Commerce—the Sydenham College of Commerce and the 
Institute of*Commerce and it must be known to almost everv member 
of this House that both the colleges are progressing very satisfactorily 
I t  is rather a matter of disgrace that, although we talk so much of the 
improvement of commerce and the establishment and imparting of com­
mercial education, we have at present no commercial college whafs^erer. 
As has been stated, the Commercial Institute, thafc is at present l*eing 
coqjductfd in Calcutta, is merely a manufacturer o f  clarka rather than

14 a
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of persons who take an independent charge oi‘ commercial houses and 
t can run commercial business on their own initiative. This is what is 

desired. There are some schools in this province which wĝ nt to give 
commercial education in the school carriculum; and although the 
University has adopted a scheme whereby commercial education could 
be imparted at schools, yet the schools cannot do so by reason the 
fact that, after passing the Matriculation examination, there is no 
institution whatsoever to which students can go for advanced study in 
commerce. It is very desirable, Sir. that the Commercial Institute 
that is at present run in Calcutta bv Government, should be raised to * 
the status of a Commercial College. Then, Sir, the question comes 
for consideration as to where the expenses are to come from? It*'8 well 
known that the Calcutta TTniversit\ has at present framed a scheme for 
commercial education. That scheme is satisfactory. But the Calcutta 
University, if it is to run a separate college or a separate department 
by itself for the commercial education of its students, cannot find the 
necessary funds. Again Government cannot find the necessary funds 
for running an independent commercial college Bv amalgamating the 
most important commercial teaching department of the University with 
this Commercial Institute it mav l>e raised to the status of a Com­
mercial College. The amendment that T am moving does not make it 
compulsory on the University to take it up. if th.*v cannot do it. What 
T sav Jbe Calcutta Universit\ Inn been doing a good deal in recent veais 
in order to impart commercial education to student*, and there is no 
reason why this Institute should not be made over to the Calcutta Uni­
versity, if they find that by amalgamating their own teaching depart­
ment with this Institute they can run commercial course very well There 
is another advantage in the combination It is well known that it is 
nt present difficult to find out. teachers and professors for commercial 
course in this country. For some branches jt will be necessary to bring 
teachers nnd professors from outside notwithstanding the fact what the1 
learned mover of the resolution has said that it is not at all necc*s.*rv 
to bring in professors from outside to teach commercial course. It is 
a lamentable matter no doubt, but it is a fact that it has rot to be 
recognised arid that if commercial education has got to b» imparted, 
teachers and professors on some branches have got to be brought from 
outside Now if these t w o  are amalgamated the result will be that the 
same set of professors will be able to teach from the first-vear class to 
the post-graduate course and the teachers being’under the guidance* of 
the able professors brought from outside will be better abl< to perform 
their duties bv reason of experience. Moreover, the Commercial 
College which will come into existence bv such combination can be run 
on far sounder basis with the minimum of expenditure and with the 
maximum of more satisfactory and good results than what thev are at 
present obtaining the existing commercial institute, and I  hope and 
tm»t that in theac times when ther* is so much talk of commercial and
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industrial growth something substantial should be done to impart sound 
education at least to some of our students who are very auxious to reoeive** 
such education.

The question of unemployment cannot be solVed by simply creating 
clerks and by creating posts in Government and municipalities. There 
is a*limit to all ttyse. What is to l>e done? We must develop our 
commerce and industries—and that cannot Im* done as long as our young 
men are n«t well trained in this branch. I hope, Sir, this resolution will 
commeud itself not crtilv to the acceptance of this House but also of Gov­
ernment.

Bjgxj fclSHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI • In view of what bus fallen 
from Mr. Khaitan. T accept the amendment.

Mr. KRISHNA CHANftRA RAY CHAUDHURI • 1 have every 
sympathy with the resolution and the amendment and have no doubt 
that the mover is prompted with very best motive. Sir, my ex|H»rience 
in England and in India teaches me that commerce cannot be taught in 
colleges or schools. It can only be learnt bv apprenticeship in shops and 
mercantile firms. Training in commercial colleges make students 
unfit for humble commercial life. Mr Khaitan who comes frou» the 
Marwari community knows very well that the Marwari commercial men 
dcf not know anything about political economy nor they see any commer­
cial maps and charts nor read commercial geography and yet* they are 
captains of commerce and industry 1 have seen in Manchester students 
after getting their degree of H. (’oin. from the Manchester University 
fail to find lucrative employment in tin* local mercantile firms. Out of 
a large number of these commercial graduates only a few to my knowledge 
succeeded in finding good employment. Iii this country, I am afraid, 
students after getting their commercial degree will try to seek employ­
ment under Government. I remember the cases of the agricultural 
students who were sent from here to the Cirencester College in England 
and after they passed out from there very few took to agriculture as 
profession but some of them entered Government service as Deputy 
Magistrates and they thought that they had a special claim on Govern­
ment. We have amongst us good commercial magnates like Sir David 
Y*le, I^esho Ram Poddar, Mr. Madan and others- they are the people 
who know what commercial training is good for youths and with whose 
firms they ought to l>y placed for commerc ial training. I think, Sir, the 
whole business of commercial educ ation should be in the hands of the 
Calcutta Corporation. In England it is the Corporation with commercial 
magnates as Councillors which has charge of commercial education find 
these magnates admit pupils in their firms. As regards the Govern* 
ment Commercial Institute which we have in Calcutta it turns out short­
hand writers and typists and accountants and I know, Sir, from person­
al experience that its passed pupils cannot find employment in any Cal­
cutta firms as responsible assistants because they learned nothing about



202 COMMERCIAL INSTITUTE, (kwtJTTA. [23bd iW

practical business, except the art of shorthand and typing and account­
ancy. Unless these men serve as apprentices in a commercial firm they 
can learn nothing about business and you cannot expect any firm to 
employ thern as assistants either.

I say that instead of the University, commercial education should be 
taken over by the Calcutta Corporation and the Commissioners who are 
connected with commerce and trade of this great mercantile city should 
control commercial education.

MINUTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE AND, 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab AN Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur): I uni in agreement with much that has beeh said by 
Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. The necessity of improving the 
Government Commercial Institute and of raising its status has long been 
recognised by Government. But it has als<5 been recognised that an 
essential preliminary is the appointment of a fully qualified Principal. 
It is now two years since this Government moved the Secretary of State 
to recruit a qualified officer for the post. Some time ago the Govern­
ment felt that the matter could no longer be deferred, and asked the 
Secretary of State, if he were still unable to find a qualified c andidate, to 
allow us to select and appoint a Principal locally. We have just received 
his sanction to the adoption of this course, and steps are now being taken 
to (ill the post. The new Principal will require some time to study exist­
ing conditions, but I shall ask the Direc tor of Industries to draw up as 
soon as possible, in consultation with the Principal, a complete scheme tor 
the improvement of the Commercial Institute. The question of affiliating 
the Institute to the University and of the granting of degrees for Com­
merce will then receive full consideration. At present I have an open 
mind on the subject. On the one hand, the Calcutta University Com­
mission thought that the time had not yet come for granting degrees; 
on the other hand, circumstances have changed since the Commission 
wrote its report, and there is an undoubted popular demand for degrees 
in Commerce. I am therefore prepared to refer the matter of affiliation to 
the expert advisers of Government.

As regards arrangements for higher training by apprenticeship in 
recognised firms, a scheme for granting diplomas in accountancy hat- 
been prepared and is now under the consideration of Government, it  if» 
proposed that apprenticeship in a recognised firm should be one condition 
of the grant of such diplomas. The Council wiP recognise that this is 
not a matter which can be settled finally by Government. I t  must be 
arranged in consultation and co-operation with the firms. **! am, how­
ever, prepared to consult the Director of Industries as to the proposal.

As regards Bahu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri’s suggestion that the 
proposal to appoint a highly-paid Principal should be dropped, I must 
oppose it with all the strength at my command. Government, Sir, 
consider that the appointment of a fully qualified Principal is an essen­
tial preliminary to any measures that may be taken for the improvement
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of the Institute and in this view they are supported In their expert 
advisers and by the Governing Body of tlu* Institute. We do not pro** 
pose any ̂ extravagant vscale of pay. The Principal will be recruited on 
the scale of pay sanctioned for officers of t(*e Indian Educational 
Service. I <k> not think tin* Council will consider this excessive in the 
casj of a post requiting very exceptional qualifications. I am therefore 
strongly opposed to the proposal that the appointment of n fully quali­
fied Principal should be dropped. The candidate selected, 1 nm>"explain, 
if be is not a graduate, will be required to have practical experience of 
business.

As regards the amendment, proposed by Babu I)e\i Piosad Khaitan,
I an^ not prepared to a#t*ee that the Institute should heroine part of the 
teaching department of the University. Such a change should mean 
a radical alteration in the character and objects of the Institute The 
aim of the Institute is to give a practical education in commercial subjects 
which will fit men for employment in the large commercial office* of Cab  
cutta. Though we hope to effect great improvements and to raise the 
standard of teaching in the Institute we do not propose to alter its 
character. Our aim will still be to turn out young men fitted for a 
practical commercial life. If the Commercial School formed part of the 
teaching department of the University only students who l»a\e alieady 
graduated could jo in  jts  M.A. classes and the education given would in 
tfie main be a higher development of theoretical economi* s. The Univer­
sity control of these s u b je c t s  will mean the control of  theorists. At 
present the control is mainly in the hands of  practical men. University 
control will not help the students to openings in business. It will quali­
fy them rather for teaching economics and such subjects than for practi­
cal commercial work. We wish to turn out young men fitted for respon­
sible and well-paid posts in the commercial world and to secure this 
object it is necessary that the Institute should remain under the 
Government and should not be made over to the University.

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I am glad that Govern­
ment have every sympathy for my proposal. There is only difference 
as regards the amendment proposed by my friend Babu Devi Prosad 
Khaitan and Government do not accept it. As regards my suggestion 
tfyat the appointment of outsiders as Principal be not approved, I say that 
the geXtleraan now* in charge of the Commercial Institute should be 
appointed as Principal, but on that point, Government is not prepared 
to accept my suggestion. As a matter of fact, that was only my sugges­
tion; in reality it is not intended in the resolution which I have moved; 
there t  simply say that the Institute may be further developed and 
affiliated up to the B.A. degree and special arrangements may be 
made to impart practical education in Government recognised firms. I 
say that up to the extent there is no practical difference between my­
self and the Government. I hope that it may be accepted without any 
difficulty. A m  regards the amendment of Babu Ifevi Prosod Khaitan, I
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am prepared to accept it, but if Government object to it, it may be sepa- 
*-rately dealt w ith; the sense of the Council may be ascertained with 

regard to it and action taken accordingly
As regards die objection of Mr. Krishna Chandra Ray Chaudhuri, I 

am sorry that h« likes to gofyack and says that the existing institute 
should be abolished altogether and some students or apprentices might be 
sent round to some well established firms with premium paid by 
Government or somebody else. I do not know how many boys can be 
taught in that way. Out of every 1,(MK) clerks now employed in com­
mercial firms in Calcutta, at least 50 per cent, are students coming out 
from the Commercial Institute; if my information is correct this shows 
that the institute as it is now is not useless. Mr. Sen is the present 
officiating Principal and he is well known to many; he is an M.A. and 
was for some time a partner in the firm of Messrs. .Tardine Skinner & Co. 
Many students of the Institute are doing well in independent commer­
cial enterprises. If, under the existing arrangements, a majority of 
clerks are turned out, it is not the fault of Mr. Sen. He is fully pre­
pared to make arrangements for higher study Tf he i* thought com­
petent, he may l>e appointed as j>crmanent Principal. I simply made 
this suggestion, but I leave it entirely to the Hoard of Studies or the 
experts of the Government to consider, and about the conferring of 
degrees, it is also for the Government to considn in consultation with 
the University which is a part of Government anangements. If any­
thing is to be done by the University, moue\ must lie supplied by 
Government ; so practically the University is a Government department. 
Experts or some other competent persons should be taken or some 
bureau should be constituted to supervise the Commercial Institute.

The Calcutta University Commission had this matter under their con­
sideration. They recommended that a beginning should be made for 
higher commercial courses in the Institute; the Calcutta University also 
came to the same conclusion.

Mr. Chaudhuri’s suggestion is to give up these enterprises and simply 
to arrange for turning out a few apprentices with some premium 
advanced by the Government or the Corporation. That is a proposal 
which the Council ought to seriously consider. But on the desirability 
of arranging for vocational education for the rising generation^ I hcpe 
there is no difference of opinion. How that can be achieved is of course 
a difficult question that we have to consider. The Marwari community 
is very sympathetic with us in this respect; English commercial firm# 
also are sympathetic. Government should take the matter in^heir hands 
and arrange for these firms to enrol apprentices to impart practical train- 
ing. If we are to get commercial education, I believe theoretical educa­
tion is also necessary, and as to the practical side, classes may be held 
for that sphere of the business also. Some information bureau may 
be set up, and the procedure of conducting business may be taught. 
Arrangements for commercial enterprise should be made. I do not
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know what is the state of things in European countries, whether they 
Have done away “with commercial schools or institutions, and simply* 
depend qp the apprentices in firms, 1 do not know, I am not fuljy aware 
of that. So far as my information froes, the Sydenham College of Com­
merce in Bombay was started in Bombay to give practical education in 
commerce. Whatever may be the decision of the GovernWut, 1 hope 
they should arrivl at it without further delay. A beginning should be 
made at once, but if it is to be done, it is for the expert* to decide how to 
do that, if Government accept my proposal.

The amendment of Babu Devi Prosad Khaitan was then put and lost.
The original motion of Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri was then put 

and w r ie d .

Visiting staff of jails.

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: 1 move that “ this Council 
recommends the government that each elected member of the 
Bengal Legislative Council be appointed an ts-oficw  member of the 
visiting staff of all the jails lying within his constituency.''

The recent affairs in several jails in Bengal have been the subject 
ryatter of heated discussion in tb s  Counci) a s  well as in the public plat­
form and the public press. We are all aware of the fact that almost 
every constituency here has contributed to the large influx of the jail 
population where all sorts of punishments were inflicted even on tbe 
under-trial prisoners and the Jail (’ode was violated in some cases by the 
officers in charge. The people of the constituency naturally expert tlin. 
their representatives in the legislative Council will move the higher 
authorities to redress the legitimate grievances of the inmates of the jail. 
But in 9 cases out of 10 the elected members of this Council who are 
mostly not penomr. grata* with the Government have not the 
opportunity of visiting the jails without the knowledge and permission 
of the Hon’Me Member in charge of Jails. Granting that tfie Hon’ble 
Member above alluded to grant the necessary permission, the member 
so desirous of visiting the jail finds, on his arrival there, that better 
lyrangements have*already Wen provided for. On asking the convict* 
he is I f  ten times informed that the day previous to hi* arrival he did 
not see such arrangement. I may cite a concrete example. On my 
arrival at Faridpur T was informed by several non-co-opera tor prisoners 
who are tfill gentlemen that they were getting radish leaves as their 
vegetables for six days previous to my arrival and the dal was absolutely 
sickening. I tasted the food myself and asked the prisoners to do so, 
but to their amazement they found that the food had a different flavour 
and different taste and different materials. 1 do not impute that the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of Jails informed t^e officer of the jail 
privately before the arrival of the visitors, but I do gay that the officers
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of the jail keep information of our movements so far as they are con­
ce rn ed  and they arrange accordingly. Now it is idie to expect that 

Government will yield to the general desire of the people to make the 
people'* men the visitors of the jail, but Government should have some 
regard for the honesty of the members of this Council. The members of 
the Legislative Council, however, feel it humiliating to ask the permission 
of certain officers of Government for special permission each time they 
wish to visit the jail, and further, it becomes impossible for any one to 
make a surprise visit to find out the true state of affairs, which is very 
necessary not only for the benefit of the people but also for safeguarding * 
the good name oi the Government. It is with this object in view that 
I have brought this resolution for the kind consideration and acceptance 
by the Council and I hope I do not ask this in vain.

The following amendment to the resolution of Dr. Jatindra Nath 
Moitra standing in the name of Mr. Tarit Bhusan Hoy was, in the absence 
of the member, deemed to be withdrawn:—

" That in motion No. 79, after the word * constituency * at the end, 
the following be added, namely,

‘ and that each selected member for a Calcutta constituency be deemed 
as such fi-officio member of the visiting staffs in respect of any jail in 
which political offenders convicti*d in Calcutta are imprisoned/ ”

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY ; f move by wav of amend­
ment that motion No. 79 do take the following form, namely:—

“ This Council recommends to the Government that non-official 
n>eml>ers of the Bengal legislative Council be appointed ex-oficut 
visitors of all the jails in the Presidency of Jtangal M

1 had no great desire to tnke part in this debate but when I saw the 
resolutions tabled, I felt that all of them fell short of their mark. In my 
amendment I want that all non-official members of this Council, whether 
elected or nominated, should be made cx-officw visitors of all the jails in 
the Presidency of Bengal. Without meaning any reflection on any 
bodv, I am constrained to say that the present mode of nominating non­
official visitors of the jails is not at all satisfactory'. The Commissioner 
and lieuc© the District Magistrate has now the power of nominating such 
visitor and the appointment is looked upon more as an honour, or dig­
nity, just as honorary magistracies, than as opportunities for real work. 
And these dignities also have got to Im» seemed by ingratiating one­
self into the good graces of the local authorities. It is a matter of great 
regret that we had long neglected the jails where our tJafortunate 
countrymen are lodged for their occasional lapses. Criminology had 
never been seriously studied here and jails were only regarded as 
segregation camps for the morally diseased. A jaii-sentence on a person 
practically tantamounted to his civil death, for it was very difficult 
for him to get back into his former set. So * sentence of jail, instead 
of having any reformative effect on him, branded him lor ever as a



1922. j VISITING STAFF OF JAILS. SO? *

person to be avoided. There might be even (tome justification, though 
I should say very poor, for such mentality and treatment. For formerly 
at least,in our country, it was quite difficult to enter the portals of a 
jail without some sort of moral culpability. Hut things have ehanged 
now. A pdficy of the Government has mad*, some of the otherwise 
lawful acts, illegal and punishable with jail sentences. Men of the 
highest rank* of our society, our friends and locatives have been put 
into jail^ for doing things which even a representative body like this 
Council considers as perfectly justifiable. Even small boys have been 
punished with jail sentences. These events have suddeuly ofmued our 
eyes; th^ harrowing tales which these gentlemen bring home, the sad 
sights which their fitends who go to visit thmn witness, have unex­
pectedly brought home to us the extremely unsatisfactory conditions 
and absurdities that prevail inside the jail walls We have now learnt 
that even respectable cultured people are flogged in the jails and punish* 
ments unknown to the civilised world, are indulged in at the sweet will 
of the jail authorities. We owe these revelations not to the ordinary 
jail visitors, fcut to a member of this Council who was patriotic and 
humanitarian enough to take up the cause of the oppressed, boldly. No 
doubt there are many visitors of the jails in Bengal, but they are mostly 
local people, whose interest it is to be in the good l>ooks of the local offici­
als. Local people, 1n most cases, dare not oppose any idiosyncrasies, 
whiins and vagaries on the part of the local authorities. Kven the 
Indian Jails Committee of 1919 had observed, in jwissing, the bad effects 
of the visitors being and remaining prrxorur grattr  with the authorities 
in order to retain their dignity of a jail visitor. The demoralising effect 
of the present system would be apparent from the lack of interest of the 
non-official visitors of the jails. In the latest Jail Report we find that 
in the year 1920, only 240 visits were paid by about 226 local non-official 
visitors amongst a total number of about 90 jails in the presidency. So 
long we have tried this visiting of jails by local people and we have seen 
what interest they take in these matters. They seen to be quite satisfied 
with what to them is a mere “ honourable position." Perhaps their 
indifference to the duties of their " honourable position M has been in­
duced i(i them foMhe reasons I have already mentioned, namely, their 
<depeqflence on the local officials, their interest even to remain prrtontr 
grater with them. But with the members of the Council, it is expected 
to be otherwise. \  member, say from Ilangpur, can have no object in 
ingratiating himself into the favour of the local authorities of say 
Burdwaff and if he happens to be there and has the authority to visit the 
jail, he shall be able to tackle the matter justly and fairly. No doubt, 
we are sent to this Council by particular constituencies, but when we are 
here we must take interest in everything pertaining to our country and not 
remain indifferent or silent when our particular constituencies are not 
concerned. There are only about 116 non-official members of Council 

*and an addition of this number to the list of jail visitors would not b«
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much and would not in any way interfere with the work of the jail author- 
fcies. For the Jail Committee itnelf says that no ja il official save two 
warders need accompany such visitors. Then, Sir, it does npt at the 
same time imply that all members would take to visiting  the jails. I 
only ask for this privilege for ourselves so that those of us ttfho are so in­
clined might take up this humanitarian work. We have already aeen 
how the reeeat visits to jails by some of the members of this Council, 
through the courtesy of the Hon'ble Member in charge, have worked for 
the amelioration of the jail conditions. The Indian Jail Committee had 
fully recognised the beneflcient influence of non-official jail visitors ana 
had recommended an inc rease of their number. t I shall finish by read­
ing out to the House what they have said in this connection : —

The existence of non-official visitors is specially valuable as supplying a training 
ground whore members of the public ran obtain an'Insight into jail problems and 
learn to take an interest m prisons and prisoners. It is of great importance to create 
such an interest in the public mind and th« appointment of -non*oftieialh in one of the 
host method** of promoting this end. Although, therefore, some of our witnesses 
h ; i w  <• r 11M ih«m! t h e  s y s t e m ,  h c  » h m k  It li.ih o n l y  t o  In* r r t i n H f d  a n d  n r / i n n n l  in 
order to he productive cif even greater advantages in the future than in the past.

T hope, Sir, that the amendment will be acceptable to the House.
At this stage the Council was adjourned for 15 minutes.
After the adjournment.

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: The question of appointing more 
mm-oflicial visitors to the jails of Jlengal is one which ha** been engaging 
the attention of the Government for some time. As a matter of fact, 
there are at present four members of the Standing Committee for Ja il6 
and Administration of Justice, who are elected members of this Council, 
and they have been given authority to visit whiche\er jails the\ like. 
I believe they have utilised this opportunity to some extent, but I do not 
think they have beeu able to visit very many jails outside their own 
districts or Calcutta. So far as these four gentlemen are concerned, 
they have to deal with good many problems of the juils which are now 
engaging the attention of the Government. It is well known to this 
House that both the Government of India and this Government are deal­
ing with the Jails Committee's report which occupies a very large volun\e, 
and many questions arise in connection with that report, and the Jails 
Standing Committee are advising Government on them. So far as these 
four members are concerned, whatever you call them, whether you call 
them ex-officio member* or otherwise, they have got permhaion from 
Government to visit whichover jails they like and make whatever recom­
mendations they like. As regards other non-official members, to the 
best of my knowledge, whoever has hitherto applied to Government or to 
the Superintendents of Jails, or the Inspector-General of Prisons for per­
mission to visit any narticular jail, they have been granted that per­
mission. I know some members approached me, and they will bear me
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out that permission was readily granted to them, and I be/iVve t lw  
has also been the case with those gentlemen who applied directly to tW  
Inspectqr-General of Prisons. I say therefore that no sort of difficulty 
has been thrown in the way of any non-official visitors who desired to 
acquaint themselves with the conditions prevailing m the jails. 
Therefore, I can say to the House very confidently, that so 
far as Government is concerned, there is not the least dewre on the part 
of Goveyiment to shut out from the purview of th$ Council, the 
conditions prevalent in the jails. In fact, we are considering various 
schemes for improving the jail administration, and I sa\ on behalf of 
Government that we intend to ask for the co-operation of all members, 
all prominent members, of the public and also members of thin Assembly, 
to help the Government as far as possible with sû tf<*s'mu* fm- improv­
ing our jail administration. For this purpose we are willing and eager 
to allow those who want it every opportunity for visiting the jails. AVe 
are not afraid of criticism, even if this criticism at times is liable to be* 
somewhat exaggerated, but this much I must point out also to the House 
that the visitors of ja ik  have got certain definite duties to perform; they 
are expected to visit the jails of which they aie non-official visitors, 
regularly, and the district magistrate would be expected to call meetings 
of the jail visitors from time to time. T mean, the office of a non official 
jail visitor is not merely an honorary one in the sense that he may drop 
in casually and see how things are going on and form some sort of im­
pression ; he is expected to go into the jail, question prisoners, see whaf 
sort of food they are given, see what sort of punishments are inflicted, 
and whether the punishments inflicted are proportionate and a l s o  see 
whether they are recorded in the register kept for the purpose. There arc 
these and other definite duties assigned to the non-official visitorn of 
the jail. Then you must remember that whenever anv non-official visit­
or or any other visitor visits a particular jail, the jail officials are expect­
ed to give them every facility for the discharge of their duties. They 
have to provide attendants for them, they have to provide a guard for 
them, take them to any part of the jail they want to go to. and assist 
them in every possible wav in doming to a right conclusion an regards the 
conditions prevaili#i*r there. W hat therefore T propose on behalf of 
Government is that we should give every member of this House, who i* 
really anxious to help in the jail administration, every opportunity to 
become a visitor to Hie jail, but we are not prepared merely to have any­
body ati^ererybodv, whether he takes anv interest in jail administration 
or not, declared a visitor of every jail in the province that
is merely by virtue of the fact that he i* a member of the Council, 
With respect to those members of the House, who supported this reso­
lution, I must point out that it would be as unreasonable for a member 
of this House to sav, that bv virtue of hi* office as a member 
of tbr Legislative Council, be is entitled to#nspect, wherever ho
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happens to be, any jail, as to say that he is entitled, by virtue of 
His office, to inspect every school, every hospital and every court 
that is in the province. That is not a reasonable proposition. But 
it is perfectly reasonable that those who are desirous of doing 
something to help the administration and to introduce improvements 
in the jails, should have opportunities for doing* so. I  may tell 
the House, for instance, that we have got a very considerable number 
of proposals for introducing religious teaching in and educating the in- 
mates of the jails. Those are questions which are engaging the attention 
of the Government and for that purpose it is necessary for 
Government to secure the help of the public as fa^ as possible. #I  think, 
therefore, the proposition put forward bv Kumar Shib Shekhareswaitftay 
h ion wide; it really can serve no useful purpose, but J,accept the prin­
ciple of the proposition underlying the resolution moved by Dr. Jatindra 
Nuth Moitru that opportunities should be given to those members of this 
House, who want to inspect a jail, to do so. I am therefore prepared 
to accept the resolution if it is amended in the following way:—

“ That this Council recommends to the Government tLat non-official 
members of the Bengal Legislative Council be appointed visitors of a 
jail or a sub-jail lying within their constituencies, provided that such 
members are resident Within their constituencies and are willing to 
undertake the duties of a visitor of a ja il; and that the number of such 
members to be appointed as visitors he ordinarily two for a central jail, 
one or two for a district jail, and one for a sub-jail.”

I can also assure the members of this House that if this does not give 
opportunities to every member to lie a non-official visitor I on behalf of 
Government shall be prepared to appoint them by rotation, so that every­
body gets a chance o f being a visitor in his turn.

Kumar SHIB SHEKH ARES WAR RAY: May T inquire what will 
happen to the special electorates?

The Hon’ble Sir ABD*UR*RAHIMS I do not think they will come 
under this, but on behalf of Government I am willing to give them also 
a chance if any of them want to be visitor.' But I do not want on behalf 
of Government to accept any proposition which would authorise a man 
living ih Birhhum, to be a non-official visitor of a iail, say, in Comllla or 
Chittagong; that can serve no useful purpose. All that I am anxious in 
to give permission to those who are willing to do son.e practical work for 
the welfare of the jail population. If  this amendment be a^ef>ted it 
will not prevent the appointment of other member* who may come for­
ward to help in improving the jail administration, and as far as I am 
concerned, I am anxious to have the co-operation of such members. If 
the mover of the resolution accepts this, T think it will meet his otyeet.

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadurs The verv reesnnabln 
p ror«m l m ade by  S ir  A W -u r-R ah im  shou ld  be accep ted  by th e  m overs o f



1922.] . Y IS I tT N G  STAFF OF JAILS. 211

these resolutions. H® has gone to the utmost limit of concession that 
t ould be made. If that does not satisfy my friends, I am afraid nothing* 
will satisfy them. Sir Abd-ur-Rahim has asked us to remember that 
there are certain duties which the visitors have to perform ; they have to 
meet in comAittee meetings, they have to pass resolutions, and if my 
friend Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray’s resolution is passed, everyone 
of us here have to &e visitors and will have to go to meetings which might 
be held i^ Chittagong. That is a porposal which seems to me very un­
reasonable. W hat Sir Abd-ur-Rahim has proposed is the utmost we can 
get. We, for ourselves, propose to get. many things; but we shall never 
get them . We want district board membership; we want to get a visit- 
orshig to the jails, and we want Rs. 3,000 a year as salary later on we 
might demand hqjf the kingdom and the king’s daughter!

Babu 8U R EN D R A  NA^H M A L L IK :  Jokes and levity apart, I do not 
think that it is quite correct to say that every visitor to the jail has got to 
attend meetings called by the District Magistrate. 1 have been a visitor 
to a jail for some time, nml I have never been (ailed upon to attend anv 
meeting. My friend over there is still a visitor, and has been one for 
over two years, and he has never been called upon—

The Hon’ble Sir ABD -UR-RAH IM : May T explain? I was referr­
ing to the proposals of the Jail Committee which are being considered 
by the Government.

Babu SUREN D RA  NATH M A L L IK t These are meant only for the 
official and not for the non-official visitors who <lo not count; this is just­
ice (A voice: “ No.” 1* All the same. I think the suggestion of thf 
Hon’ble Member in chaige of Jails is exceedingly satisfactory, and nr 
objection can be taken to it. If we want to see the jails, he is willing to 
give us every opportunity. It is no good being a visiting member of the 
Chittagong J a i l ; I  do not want to be one ; I cannot do justice to the wotli 
e^cn if I wanted; therefore, I think it is l>est that the rule should be that 
anv member of this Council who expresses a desire in writing to th< 
Hon’ble Member, to be a visitor of a imrtirulnr jail, which is near hi» 
house or which he may conveniently visit may be appointed, and every 
facility given to hijn; that is why I say that the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur 
lfcthim#s proposal is one which commends itself to our acceptance. Aftei 
what the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim has pointed out, I think it is gooc 
that Government should do this because it is to credit of the Govern­
ment to allow people to go and see what things ore being done there, ant 
it might aTso be of use in contradicting mischievous rumours which might 
be stated against jail administration in any particular area.

T am thankful to the Hon ’ble Member for perm itting me to v is it the 
Ridderpore Ja il;  I brought things to his notice and I must say with the 
greatest possible gratitude that these grievances were removed without 
any delay. T therefore think that my friends, th# movers of the resolu­
tion and the amendments, w ill find that this w ill servt our purpose very
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happens to be, any jail, as to say that he is entitled, by virtue of 
%* office, to inspect every school, every hospital and every court 
that is in the province. That is not a reasonable proposition. Bui 
it is perfectly reasonable that those who are desirous of doing 
something to help the administration and to introduce improvements 
in the jails, should have opportunities for doing so. I may tell 
the House, for instance, that we have got a very considerable numl>er 
of proposals for introducing religious teaching in and educating the in­
mates of the jail*. Those are questions which are engaging the attention 
of the Government and for that purpose it is necessary for 
Government to secure the help of the public as far as possible. ,1 think, 
therefore, the proposition put forward bv Kumar Shib Shekh ares wap Hay 
h too wide; it really can serve no useful purpose, but ^accept the prin­
ciple of the proposition underlying the resolution moved by Dr. Jatindra 
Nath Moitra that opportunities should l)c given to those members of this 
House, who want to inspect a jail, to do so. I am therefore prepared 
to accept the resolution if it is amended in the following way:—

“ That this Counc il recommends to the Government t«at non-official 
members of the Bengal Legislative Counc il be appointed visitors of a 
jail or a sub-jail Iving within their constituencies, provided that such 
members are resident within their constituencies and are willing to 
undertake the duties of a visitor of a ja il : and that the number of such 
members to be appointed as visitors be ordinarily two for a central jail, 
one or two for a district jail, and one for a sub-jail.M

I can nlso assure the members of this House that if this does not give 
opportunities to every member to be a non-official visitor T on l»eh«lf of 
Government shall be prepared to appoint them by rotation, so that every­
body gets a chance of being a visitor in his turn.

Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARESW AR RAY: May I inquire what will 
happen to the special electorates?

Thf Hon*bit Sir ABO-UR-RAHIMs T do not think they will come 
under this, but on behalf of Government I am willing to give them also 
a chance if any of them want to be visitor.* But I do not want on behalf 
of Government to accept any proposition which would authorise a man 
living in Birhhum, to be a non-official visitor of a iail, say, in Pomllla or 
Chittagong; that can serve no useful purpose. All that I am anxious is 
to give permission to those who are willing to do gon.e practical work for 
the welfare of the jail population. If  this amendment be a^ye^ted it 
will not prevent the appointment of other members who may come for­
ward to help in improving the jail administration, and as far as I am 
concerned, I am anxious to have the co-operation of such members. If 
the mover of the rasolntion accepts this, I think it will meet his object.

Rai 40CENDRA CNUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: The verv reesonahl* 
propoml road* by S?r Abd-ur-B*him should be accepted by the move|  ̂of
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those resolutions. H© has gone to the utmost limit of concession that 
could be made. If that does not satisfy my friend*, I am afraid nothing** 
will satisfy them. Sir Abd-ur-Rahim has asked us to remember that 
there are certain duties which the visitors have to perform; they have to 
meet in comiftittee meetings, they have to pass resolutions, and if my 
friand Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray’s resolution is passed, everyone 
of us here have to ie  visitors and will have to go to meetings which might 
be held iq Chittagong. That is a porposal which seems to me very un­
reasonable. What Sir Abd-ur-Rahim has proposed is the utmost we can 
get. We, for ourselves, propose to get many things; but we shall never 
get them 3 We want district board membership; we want to get a visit- 
orshig to the jails, and we want Rs. 3,000 a year as salary later on wt* 
might demand half the kingdom and the king’s daughter!

Babu SU REN D RA  NATH M A L L IK :  Jokes and levity apart, I do not 
think that it is quite correct to say that every visitor to the jail haw got to 
attend meetings (ailed bv the Dint rift Magistrate. I have been a visitor 
to a jail for some time, and I have never been ('ailed upon to attend any 
meeting. My friend over there is still a visitor, and has been one for 
over two years, and he has never heen called upon—

Thf Hon'ble 8ir ABD -UR-RAH IM : May I explain? I was referr­
ing to the proposals of the Jail Committee which are being considered 
by the Government.

Babu 8U REN D RA  NATH M A L L IK l These are meant only for the 
official and not for the non-official visitors who do not count; this is just­
ice (A voice: “ No.” ) All the same, I think the suggestion of the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of Jails is exceedingly satisfactory, and no 
objection can be taken to it. If we want to see the jails, he is willing to 
give us every opportunity. It is no good being a visiting member of the 
Chittagong J a i l ; I do not want to be one; I cannot do justice to the woik 
exon if I wanted ; therefore, I think it is l>ewt that the rule should 1k» that 
anv memtar of this Council who expresses a desire in writing to the 
Hon’ble Member, to be a visitor of a jxirticular jail, which is near bis 
bouse or which he may conveniently visit may be appointed, and every 
facility given to hijn; that is why I say that th« Hon'ble Sir Abd-ur- 
Wnhimis proposal is one which commends itself to our acceptance. Aftei 
what the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim has pointed out, I think it is good 
that Government should do this because it is to credit of the Govern­
ment to allow people to go and see what things are being done there, and 
it might afso be of use in contradicting mischievous rumours which might 
be stated against jail administration in any particular area.

I am thankful to the Hon’ble Member for permitting me to visit the 
Kiddeqyore Jail; I brought things to his notice and I must say with the 
greatest possible gratitude that these grievances were remored without 
any delay. T therefore think that my friends, th# movers of the resol u- 
yon and the amfndments, will find that this will serv* our purpose very
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well; at the same time I think that nobody should take up more offices 
%£han he can possibly discharge, and I do not think that there need be any 

further discussion on this matter.

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: Referring to the Jatt Committee, 
I nay that it in not possible for only four members to do justice to ihe 
work entrusted to them so far as visiting the jails are concerned. I have 
ulready told you that the present Hon'ble Member in charge of Jails^has 
been solicitous for the wishes of the individual members of the leg is­
lative Council but time may come when a particular member of the 
Legislative Council may not be grunted a similar permission.*. I have 
also brought to your notice that it an sometimes humiliating to a§k the 
permission of  ̂ particular authority on whose action they have to com­
ment upon. Further, I have also told you th$t surprise visits are neces­
sary to find out the true state of affairs and I say that this can only be 
done if they are made t f-officifrmembers. The amendment put forward 
by the Hon'ble Sir Abd-ur-Uahim defeats the purpose of our resolutions 
as the question of perwiur grata' will crop in. «Furthei> local influence 
has to be counted and it is not very pleasant to criticise the District 
jMagistrate in whose jurisdiction the particular member of the Council 
jesidcM. Further, in reply to Rai Bahadur Jogendra Chunder Ohose 
that the iion*b!e Sir Abd-ur-Rahim never refuses permission of tlrs 
nature, I may say that the Hon'ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim, for whom we 
have got the highest respect, may not adorn the portfolio for ever.

Tha DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I shall put first the amendment pro­
posed by the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim.

Kumar SHI* 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: I object to it and I do not
think that you can do it, unless you suspend the Rules of Business.

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: 1 haw full ]*)wer to admit the amend­
ment and T pro]>o.se to put the amendment first tu vote. The resolu­
tion, at) amended by the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Hahim, runs as follows:—

" This Council recommends to the Government that ncn-official 
members of ih* Bengal Legislative Council be appointed vi«it >rs vf a jail 
ot a mj1» jail lying within their constituencies, provided that such 
bers are resident within their constituencies and are willing to under­
take the duties of a visitor of a jail, and that the number of such members 
to be appointed as visitors be ordinarily two for a central jail, one or two 
for a district ja il and one for a sub-jail/’

tabu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: Is the resident clause to be put
in f

Thi DIPUTY-PR4IIDENT: Tw.
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The amended motion was then put and 
following resu lt:—

division taken with the

AYES.
Almrt, Khan Bafoader, Maulvi Wm InmmMUi. 
■aiMriM, th# HMdli Sir tiirMMn Mat*. 
Bltt? Mr. E. E.
Bampat, Mr. 0. H.
Bom, Mr. ft. M.
Chaudfcurl, Sta Hon'Mt tha Nawab ftalyld 

Nawab Ail, KHan Bahadur.
MLliM, Mr. 4. A.
Duval, Mr. H. F.
Frtnch, Mr. F. C.
OliaM, Rai Bahadur <ta|Mdra Shimdar. 
Caatf4«Mr. B. W. 
flopkynt, Mr. W. ft.

Muntl«|f«r4, Mr. 0. T. 
Khaltan, Babu Oavl Prout. 
Larmaur, Mr. F. A.
Mlttar, tha Hon'bto Mr. P. C. 
high, Catofttl A. J.
Rahim, tha Nan’bla ftir Abdur. 
ftinha, Babu fturandra Narayan. 
•pry, Mr. H. C. 
fttephantan, Mr. H. L.
Swan, Mr. J. A. L.
WaUli, Mr. C. P.
Whaaiar, tha Han'bla ftlr Hanry. 
Wardiwarth, Mr. w. C.

MOW.
Ahmad, Maulvi Axaharuddln.
Ahmad, Mautvl Rai Uddln.
Ahmad, Mr. M.
Ahmad, Munihl Ja'#r.
A Icy, Mr. B. Mahbaob.
Arhamuddln, Maulvi Khandakar. 
Bhattacharjl, Babu Ham Chandra. 
Chaudhurl, Babu Klthorl Mahan. 
Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur Maulvi HafUar 

Rahman. *
ckaudhurl, Rai Harendranath.
Oat, Babu Bhlimadav.

Khan. Maulvi Md. Raftqua Uddin 
Makramall, Munthl.
Mallik, Babu fturtndra Nath.
Maltra, Or. Jatlndra Nath.
Natkar, Babu Ham Chandra. 
Pahlewan, Mautvl Md. Abdul Jubbar. 
Ray, Kumar Shlb fthakharatwar. 
Ray, Babu Jagandra Krlahna.
Ray, Mr. BIjay Prasad fin**, 
ftuhrawardy, Or. A.
Buhrawardy, Or. Hiutn, 
ftuhrawardy, Mr. Hut«yn fthahaad.

T h e A y e s  b e in g  ‘J;'> anti th«* N«m?n th e m otion  whs carried  
flhe o lh e i r eso lu t io n s  on th e  name m ihjert c onsfujucntIy ta iled .

Adjournment.

The ( ’oumni was then adjoiuned till .‘i h m. on Monday, the 27th 
Felnuan, IU22 ut the Town Hall, ('alrtittu.

rt.8. Ppm* -t i-4 -ltt i— WTSJ— IM> i— It* D*.
16
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Addy, Babu Amulya Dhona
T i m e  fo r  C o u n c i l  Rit t inHs,  13.r>

Adjournment, 61, 116, Ktf ,  213

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ematfuddin
Klei t e d  m e m b c r a  of C o u n c i l  to  l»«* »*/- 

oftxtvt nienthcrh of du%tru*t Umrdh, 
1KJ

Time ft»r Council hittm^s.

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Waaimud- 
dtn
Abolition of the pont of the Director of 

VuhUv Health, 14-2
Elected member* of Council to 1m* tr- 

uffirw members of district hoard*.
iho.

Pay and allowances of office™, 146

Ahmad, tfaulvi Axaharuddin
CUme of one Ibrahim of Bafta (Hhola) 

otu-e a criminal lunatif, 17,
Tea garden* and forest land*, 5

Ahmad, Mautvi Raft Uddut
Elected member* of Council to be tr-  

officio member* of d»*tnct board*, 
1H6

Introduction of standard weight* in 
Bentfal, 179, 1H0.

Withdrawal of reaolution*, 176.

Ahmtd, Maulvi Yakuinuddtn
1 Alleged assault by |MilU'l’ !H)
j T i m e  for  C o u n c i l  .si t t in^h ,  l.'lM

■ Alt, Munshi Ayub
\ U c n d t U w v  on  h o l id a y *  m  t h e  B e n g a l  

S m r i - tm  m t ,  22

Aiiagsd outraga at Nilphaman, 21

Allowance
T r a v e l l i n g  t o  h i g h e r  pol l* r  offii t «r i ,  I Iff I

Appointment of honorary surgsons and 
physioians in hospitals, 170

Apprsnhoas in Kanehrapara Railway 
Workshops, 122

Assistant Oiraotor of Publie Instruction 
for Muhammadan Education, 71

Assistant Saorstary, Judicial Ospartmant,
1 i m
\

Attandanos of tha non^fheiai siaotad 
mambars of tha Bangs! Lagtstattvt 
Council, (i!>

j Attandanoa an holidays In tha Baf*aJ 
•aoratariat, T2

Aiam, Khan qphadur Khwaja Mahamad
| WaWr-byacinth »n Bikratnpur, 7 *
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•MtarfetafiMf ot MPtio
^t»f»kt, 42.

•allot for resolutions

Finance Bills, 32.

Banerjea, tho Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath
Alxili tioi! of t h e  p o s t  of t h e  D i r e c t o r  of 

P u b l ic  H e a l t h ,  142 
A p p o i n t m e n t  of h o n o r a r y  Kurnwrns  a n d  

p h y s ic i a n s  in h o s p i t a l s ,  173. 175. 
Bac t e r io lo g ic a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  of s e p t u  

t a n k s ,  43,  *11, 40 
B e n g a l  Ix ip e r  S e t t l e m e n t ,  57,  59.
Cane of o n e  I b ra h i m  oi B a l t a  ( B h o la ) ,  

oiu-e a  c ru n i t ia l  l u n a t n  , 17 
( ' m l e  officers a t  t h e  T i p p e i a  s a d a r  s u b ­

d iv is io n ,  10 
I>i«*t c x | * ‘nses  oi I n d ia n  p a t i e n t s ,  49,  50 
Klei t ed  iimmuImtn of Counc i l  to  im r r -  J 

<>ffn io riM’iiilKTH of d i s t r i c t  )>oardH, 
Ik:,, ih7.

I m p r o v e m e n t  of s u n i t a i y  c o n d i t i o n  of 
v il l ages ,  191 

I n d ig e n o u s  D r u g s  ( oimiii tt<>c. 115> 
I n t r o d u c t i o n  of s t a n d a r d  w e i g h t s  hi 

B e n g a l .  1H0 
P a t u a k h a l i  W a t e r - w o r k s ,  122 
P a y  oi cniii|>ou!i<U>)'M, 19 
I ' rener v a tm n  oi t a n k s ,  178, 179 
S | n*c iu | o ih ce r  in c h a r g e  of m al . i r ia  re 

s e a r c h  a n d  k a l a - a x a r ,  05 
R a d i u m  I n s t i t u t e  i o r  t i e a t m e n t  of 

ca n c e r ,  111, 115 
I n p a s u e d  c o m p o u n d e r s  p r a c t i s i n g  

m ed ic in e .  H 
W a t e r - h v a r i n t h  in B i k r a m p u r ,  7 
W i t h d r a w a l  of r e s o l u t i o n s .  I l l

Baraaat-Baairhat Light Railway
I n c r e a s e  in f a r e s  on ,  107 

•arital
P r o p o s e d  l ig h t  r a i lw a y  b e tw e e n  K h u l n a  

a n d ,  121
W a i t i n g  r o o m s  to r  f e m a le s  a t — oU'ttmor 

s t a t i o n ,  21

Bathroom of muntif't Quarters at Patua* 
khait, itW,

Bengal Lopor Settlement, 51

Bongai Pilot Servioe
Recruitment to, SO

Bhairab Hvar
Dredging of, 14.

> Bhattaoharji, Babu Horn Chandra •

Indigenous Drugs Committee, 118. 
Khaddar, 166.
Managing Committees for Middle 

English and Vernacular Schools, 119 
Pay of compounders, 19.
Public Prosecutor and Kanchruparn 

striko cases, 15.
Un passed compounders practising 

medicine, 7.

Bikrampur
Water-hyacinth in, 7.

“ Bill," dredging of, 14.

Blll(«)
Bengal Aerial Ropeways—, 1921, 29 
Bengal Amusements Tax — , 1922, 29 
Bengal Court-iees (Amendment)—, 1922, 

29
Bengal Muhammadan and Divorce 

R egistiat'in (Amendment) Bill, 1921 
33

B e n g a l  S t a m p s  ( A m e n d m e n t ) .  1922 32 
C a l c u t t a  M u n ic ip a l -  , 1JJ21, 2*
Non-ofh( lals members'--, 33

Budget of the Government of Bengal, 25.

Buildings for Gopalganj Muneift, 10

Cadastral survey and aottlomont opera­
tions, 191

Caloutta house allowances, 21

Cellular oonAnement of two political 
prisoners, 117

Certiftoation of “ parohas ” sold from 
Jesaoro Settlement ofAoes, 1 2 3

“ Char " lands
Settlement of—in Noakhah, 10.

Chaudhuri, Babu Kishori Mohan
Alleged high-handedness and assault by 

police on citittms, 85 
Assistant Secretary, Judicial Depa-t- 

ment, 102
Cellular confinement of two political 

priHoners in Pahna Jail, 02 
Commercial Institute, Calcutta, 196, 

201, 203
Klee ted members of Council to be rr- 

members of district boards, 
1S4. I85.

Pay and allowances of officers. 144, 150. 
Time for Council sittings, 138. 
Travelling allowances to higher police 

officers, 120
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Chaudhuri, Babu Tankanatl.
Elected members of Council to be tx- 

offirto members of district boards, 
186. #

Preservation of tanks, 177.•
Chaudhuri, tha Hon'bla Khan Bahadur 

Nlwab Saiyid Nawqp Ali
Apprentices in Kanchrapara Railway 

Workshops. 12.’l.
Bathroom of munMf's quarters  at Patua- 

khali. 16,9 
Commercial Insti tu te ,  Calcutta, 202. 
Department of Industry,  <(59 
I m i t a t e  in fares on Baraset-Basirhnt 

Light Railway. 10*
I n.'ijHM-tors and auditors of th«^Co-<n>era- 

tive Depar tm ent , 05 
Proposed light ralwa> bot»e«*n Khulna 

and Barisal. 121 
Protective work* in Pabna. 128. 
Railway bet wean the • Padma au<l 

Dhaleswari, 74 
S o c ia l i s t  of water-hyacinth problem, 6f» 
Sujiermtendents  of industries, 6̂ .

Chaudhuri, Rai Harandranath
Assistant Secretary, Judicial Depart 

rnent. UK), 101 
H.h teriological examination- uf septit 

tanks. 41
lioniest<‘ad arul agricultural lands. 100 
im riMsc in fares on Baraset-Basil hat 

Light Hailwav 1 fi7 
Murder cases in the 24-Parganas district 

and in the Basirhat subdivision, 2'A 

Prisons dealt with under section 144 (/> 
ot the Criminal Procedure OmIp 22 

Stoppage of District Board grant t*> 
Sibhati Middle Knglish St h**>l and 
other »chools m Basirhat subdivision,

Strength of police force in the 21-Par 
ganas district and* the nurntier of 
crtmriii therein, 72

Chaudhuri, Sir Aautoah
Diet expenses of Indian patients, 4h

Circla oflteaHP of tha Ttppara tadar tub* 
dma»on, 9

Civil Courts
Settlement record* in, 10

Civil diaobadianoa and intoraata at wsin- 
dart, 21.

Civil diaobadianoa and n<m-oaaparatfcoi

Civil guard

Alleged excesses committed by policy 
and, 75.

Civil auita
S u n u u o n s e s  a n d  n o t ic e s  in,  1 A 2  

Commaroial Instituta, Caloutta, m* 

Commit tM
I n d ig e n o u s  D r u g s ,  11H 

Compound#™
P a y  of.  li>

j I npa .s sed~  p i a c t i s m g  m ed ic in e ,  7 

| Confintmsnt
j C e l lu l a r — of tw o  jMihtical  p r i so n e r  k,
I 117I
i Co-oparativa Dapartmant

InsjMMtorj* a n d  A u d i t o r s  of t h e  t i l

Counoil
» Turn* for  —s i t t i n g s .  1.M1

Criminal Prooadura Coda
P e r s o n s  d e a l t  w i th  t in d e r  s e c t io n  111 ( / )  

of t h e ,  22

Oat, Babu Bhiahmadav
B u d d i n g s  for l i o p a i g a n j  n iuns if i ,  10 
hit  oiiv omen* e of i n te i  m e d i a t e  chinw 

p a s se n g e r  h on i n la n d  s t c a i u e i s ,  lift)
1{4'< r u i t n i e n t  h o r n  d e p r e s s e d  c la shes  to 

( i o i e r n m e n t  S - r v i n -  H 
S e t t l e m e n t  r e c o r d s  in C m l  C o u r t s ,  10

i Daa Gupta, Rai Bahadur Nibaran Ghavmra
W i t h d r a w a l  <d r e s o l u t i o n s .  HO

, Oaath of Surgaon-Ganaral W. M. B. Robin* 
son, 1

Oamanda for grants, 3 2

' Dapartmant of Industry, (18

Oaputy-Praaidant
A lleged  a s s a u l t  by police,  f>H, 101, 1(13 

| I0o
i AtiHistnnt Secretary, Judicial Depart- 
I ment. 151.

Ballot for resolution*—Kinaw* Hflla, 32. 
IXeath ttf Surge<»n-(feneral W H B. 

Robinson, 1 
| Demands f o f  grant*. 32,
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D iputy President
S cmIum Deputy Commissioners, Calcutta 

Police, 38.
Postponement of resolutions, 175, 170 
lie making personal attacks or 

using offensive expressions against any 
member, 25 

Siiidiikiiim's and notices iii civil suits,
I .Vi

Time lor ('oilliril sittings, 135 ;
Visiting staff ol jails, 21 'J 
Withdrawal ol resolutions, -17, 130, 131, ' 

111. l.Vi, 170

Diet expenses of Indian patients, 17 ;

Directions to polioe in dealing with , 
prohibited meetings, 5

Director of Publio Health 1
Abolition of the post of the, 111 !

1
District Board grant

Stoppage of to Sihhati Mnl<11»* Km̂ IisIi 
School and other schools in Hasirhat , 
suhdivision, 73

District Boards
Merit'd members of Council to he rr 

o f f i i  i n  memln'l s of, 1H()

Division lilts
Alleged assault h\ jmlice. 100 
Assistant S e u e ta n , Judicial Depat t 

ment, 1(55
Mected members of C-omnil to In* t /* j 

o f f i c i o  memU-rs of district hoards 
15H)

Indian Deputy Commissioners, Calcutta j 
Poluv, 11

Pay and allowances of officers, 1 .r>I j
Visiting stalF of jails, 213 I

Dots, Rai Bahadur Pyari LaII
Hallway between the Padmn and Dhale- 

swart, 73

Dredging of Bhairab river, 14 

Dredging of " Bils,” 11

Dutt, Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridh«i
Calcutta house allowances. -1 
Recruit munt to Itengal I Mot Service. 20 
Time for Council sittings, 131, 137, 13t* 
yVithtlrawftl of resolutiorf*. 131. 144.

Dutta, Babu Annada Charm

Alleged assault by police, 95.
Bengal Leper Settlement, 66.

Dutta, Babu Indu Bhuehan
Electoral roll for election from Bengal to 

Indian Legislative Assembly, 18. f 
Incidents at Mech..aba«ar, 78.
Indian Deputy Commissioners, Calcutta 

Police, 35 
Withdrawal of motions, 140.

E (act ora I roll for s ta tio n  from Bengal to 
Indian Legislative Assembly, 1$.

Expenditure **
Increase in recurring, 2.

Forest lands and tea gardons, 5.
*

Forrostar, Mr. 4. Campbell

Bengal I^eper Settlement, .01, 50. 58, 61 
> rt 

Chose, Rai Bahadur Jogendra Chunder
Kh*i ted niemU'rs of Council to Ih* es- 

nff\< in members of district hoards,
is;

hnpiovrincnt of sanitary condition of 
villages. IJ*I, 1! 15 

1'ime f'«r Coiijh 11 sittings, 130 
\ isitinn .staff ol jadn. 210

GopalganJ

Buddings tor Munsdi, l(i

Government Bills, 2>s 

Government Service

Itei luitnicnt from depressed classes to,
si _

Grants

Annual—to municipalities and district ' 
boards, 75

Haq, 8hah 8yed Emdadul

Alleged assault by police, 1*1 
Bengal I <epe ̂ Settlem ent. 59 
Bengal Muhatnrnadau Marriages And 

Divorces Hegistr*' «on ^Amendment) 
Hill. 1921,

Cellular (̂ •nfi»M*nu'nt of two political 
prisoners. 117 

Cirrle olTi^fs at the Tippera f-adar sub­
division. 9.

Recording of speech** delivered in 
Bengali in Council. 20
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8y«4 Emdadul
Specialist for water-hyacinth problem 

G5.
Supply erf longer trouserB to Moslem 

prisoners, 168 
\\ ithdrnual of resolutions, 140.

Honftstoad and agricultural lands, i

Hooliganism noar the Junction of Chitpur 
Road and iiuktaram  Babu S tr u t ,  12 i

• Hospitals
Appointment of honorary surgeons anil 

physicians in, 170 •
*•

H\iq, Maulvi EHramul
A l leg e d  a s s a u l t  l»\ po l ice ,  J»2 ^
B en g a l I^eper S e t t le m e n t .  T>i*

■
Hussain, Maulvi Mahammad Madassur

|ns|>ect<>rH and auditoiH nf the Co 
oj>erative lX‘|»»rtinont, •(>!

Ibrahim
C a w 1 of o n e — of  B a f t a  ( B h o l a ) .  urn < n 

c r i m in a l  l u r i a tn  , 17

llllgal gratification
A l ie n e d  a c < e p ta n < e  of ~ h \  jh»ii* «• from 

c a r t e r s ,  l.*>

Increase in recurring expenditure, 2

Indian labour
P o l i t i c a l  e x p l o i t a t i o n  of,  107

Indigenous Drugs Committee, \\"  

Industries, superintendents of,

Industry, Department of, <>w 

Jails
•  Vihiting stall of, 20.')

Janah, Babu 8arat Chapdra
I ’rMhkt&h junto, lti.

C er tif ic a t io n  o f j * i r r b n t  Hold from  
S e t t le m e n t  o ffi'v s , 123•

Judicial Department, Assistant Secretary,
160

Judtoial Service(s)
lU^rmtment U» SuU*rd»n»U* 1 *V» 
Strengthening the cadre of the Bengal, 

168.

\ “ Juma "

| facilities to Muhumnmdans to say 
' -  piayer*», 120

Kala-oiar

S p e c ia l  o l fu e r  in c h a r g e  of m a l a r i a  
1 r e s e a r c h  a n d .  (><r>

Kanchrapara

! A p p i  e n t i c e s  i n — H a l lw a y  W o i k s h o p , ,  
122

l*uMu P r o s e c u t o r  a n d  ~  s t r i k e  » ase*.  1 /» 

Karim, Maulvi Fazlal
j A ' iM stan t  I h i e c t o i  of P u h l  ic 111 v 11111 1 iom 

t<>r M u h a m m a d a n  f t d u c a t i o n .  71 
j 1 l a t I n  •■ in of i m i n s i f ’.s q u a r t e t s  a t  P a l  u n ­

it ha lt
K u  t i m e s  to  M u h a m m a d a n s  . o  f.a> i lit it

j . ' l l f i  p l a \ e | v  120 
11 1 u . t k h a l i  W  t i e r - u o ( k t *  122 
Pn»| H*Hed l . i g h t  H a t U n y  b e tw e e n  K h u l n a  

a n d  B a n s a l ,  121 
Si  i I n u ' t  l ie Ml Ilf,* t h e  t a d  r e  of  t h e  B e n g a l  

.1 III III l al  Se r  \ |I e  I (>**
S e t  \ i I I . uk e  of  mi sjhm t s 10 
\ \  . . t in) . '  riH»tns foi  f e m a l e *  a t I t a n s i i l  

a n i e t  M a t  i o n ,  2 I

! Kerr, the Hon’ble Mr. J. H.
i NttetidaiMC <">n h o l id a y s  in t h e  B e n g a l
1 S>( t i l  a n a l  22

B m lu e t  of t h e  ( e m i n e n t  of B e n g a l ,

! C a d a M  f al  Mi l  \ e \  a n d  t c l t l e m e i t t
ojM>rai  ioi ih,  102 

, ( ' a l ' i i t l a  ho t i M a l l o u a m v h ,  21
I n» o n \ e l i i e l H  e of  l l i tel  m e d i a t e  < l a * *

, pa*i%ei iger>»  o n  i n l a n d  K t e a n i e i * ,  120
l n < r * a s c  in r e c u i r i n g  eX|» ehdi t  l i re,  2 
Kfuuhhn, JlUi 

’ P o l i t n  al  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  I n d i a n  l a l >our ,

110
I t4*rTlll tment t o  B e n g a l  P i lo t  S e r v ic e  20  

! W a i t i n g  roorrih fo r  fem iil en  a t  Hu final
* t e a m e r  s t a t i o n ,  2<

** Khaddar," im

Khaitan, Babu Devi Prosad
C o m m e r c i a l  I n x t i t u t 4 \  C a l c u t t a ,  IIW 
SurnmonfM1* a n d  notice*,  in c it H mi i I h ,  1/M

Khan, Maulvi Hamid-ud-dtn
j Allege*! o u t r a g e  nfr N i l p h a r n a r i ,  *21,
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Khulna

•Proponed light railway between—and 
Bari nalf 121.

Law, Raja Riahaa Caaa
Cadaatral survey and settlement opera­

tion*, 101.
Elected members of Council to Ik» >r- 

nf f i rw members of dihtriet boards, 
1H4

Summonses and notices m nvil Miith, 
154. .

Laptr Sattlamtnt, Bangal, 51.

Local Salf-Qovarnrntnt Act, IMS
Amendment of the, 115

Maharajadhiraja, Bahadur of Burdwan, 
tha Hon’bit tha
Certification of i*irch<i* Hold from Jessorc 

Settlement office*, I2<1 
Dredging of Hhairab river, 14 
Dredging of fnla. 11 
HomesUmd and agrnulturnl lands, 107 
t*r*hki>nh futna, 17
Settlement of char land# in Noukhah, 11 
Tea gardens and forest lands, 6

Makramafi, Month I
S e t t l e m e n t  of rhttr lands in Noakhah, 

10 .

Malaria Rataaroh
Special officer in charge ol—-ami kaln- 

AKnr. 65

Mallik, Babu Surtndra Nath
Alleged assault hy jiolice, 9h, 10‘2, 1<W

106
Alleged extt'sses committed hy poluv nnd 

cm  I guards, 75 
Diet exj»onses of Indian pat lent h, 5() 
Elected memberh of Council t<) l»e rr- 

o0i rio  memlter* of district Iwards. 
182

India no Deputy Commissioners, 
Calcutta Police, 37,

Making personal attacks or using 
offensive expression* against any 
member, 25.

Hadjum Institute for treatment of 
cancer, 113, lift.

Recruitment of thirteen Assistant 
Superintendents of Police, 25.

Time for Council sittings, 137, 130. 
Visiting staff of jails, 211 >212,

M echu*bazar

Incidents at, 78.

Mattings

Direction to police iir dealing with 
prohibited, 5.

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahandra Chandra
Abolition of the post of the Director of 

Public Health, 141, 143.
Alleged a s s a u l t  by  police,  89.
A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y ,  J u d i r a l  Depar t*  

meri t ,  102
b a c te r io lo g ic a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  s e p ti c  

t a n k s .  42,  4H, 45,  46,  47.
B e n g a l  i^epe r  S e t t l e m e n t ,  57,  58.
D e p a r t m e n t  of I n d u s t r y ,  68.
I n d ia n  D e p u t y  C o m m iss io n e r* ,  C a l c u t t a  

Police,  'M5
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